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INTRODUCTION. 


Perhaps  there  is  no  work  among  those  composed  "before  the 
invention  of  printing,  of  wliich  the  popularity  has  heen  so  great  and 
the  history  so  obscure,  as  the  compilation  known  under  the  title  of 
the  Gesta  Romanorum?- 

Previous  to  the  appearance  of  Sir  F.  Madden's  edition  of  the 
Eiiglish  version  of  these  stories  (printed  for  the  Eoxburghe  Club  in 
1838)  the  subject  had  already  employed  here  the  pens  of  Tyrwhitt, 
Warton,  Douce,  and  Swan, — besides  many  scholars  on  the  Con- 
tinent,— but  many  questions  still  remained  to  be  resolved^  and  many 

'  "We  must  be  careful  not  to  confuse  the  work  which  we  are  now  con- 
sidering with  numerous  other  compilations  sometimes  designated  by  the  same 
title.  Thus  Barbier,  Diet,  des  (Eiivres  Anonymes,  1824,  says  that  the  author 
of  the  Dialpgns  Creaturarum  Moralixatxis  ascribes  the  Gesta  to  Helinand. 
Now  the  work  thus  referred  to  in  Dialogue  68  is  certainly  not  the  Gesta, 
but  the  Chronicle  of  Helinand,  which  is  again  quoted  by  the  same  title 
in  Dialogue  64.  In  the  same  manner  Holkot  refers  to  the  Gesta  Soiiianorum 
for  the  story  of  Romulus  and  Remus  {Moralisat.,  cap.  45),  and  again,  more 
precisely,  he  says,  "  Narrat  Fulgencius  in  quudam  Ubro  de  Gestis  Hmnanoniin," 
Sec,  by  which  he  probably  means  the  Librl  Mijthologiarum.  Warton  (Hist. 
of  Eng.  Poetry,  I,  241)  has  given  several  other  instances  in  which  the  title 
Gesta  Bomanorvm  is  given  generally  to  a  history  treating  of  Roman  affairs, 
and  it  is  actually  so  quoted  in  the  printed  Latin  edd.  of  present  work,  capp. 
19,  35,  39,  &c.  By  the  same  rule  we  must  explain  the  Romagn  Gestes  of 
Chaucer,  Man  of  Lan-e's  Tale,  1126  ;  the  "grete  bake  of  Some,"  referred  to 
as  an  authority  in  the  Romance  of  Sir  Eglamovre  (ed.  Halliwell,  1.  408,  and 
see  also  1.  1339)  and  the  liomance  of  Torrente  of  Portugal;  the  Gestys 
Romanoj'um,  cited  in  the  Liber  Festivalis,  leaf  clxxiii.,  ed.  Wynkyn  de 
Worde,  1496.  Hence  may  be  corrected  Tgrn-hitt,  iv.  252;  Ellis,  Metrical 
Romances,  iii.  284,  ed,  181 1 ;  and  Srvan,  ii.  401.  Barbier  also  repeats  the 
blunder  of  Panzer,  Warton,  and  the  printed  catalogue  of  books  in  the  British 
Museum,  of  ascribing  to  Robert  Gaguin  a  French  translation  of  the  Gesta, 
when  in  reality  his  work  is  a  translation  of  Livy. 
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difficulties  to  be  cleared  away.  Sir  F.  Madden's  researches  went  a 
long  way  towards  solving  the  problem,  but  still  much  was  left  unex- 
plained. The  subject  has,  however,  been  since  most  thoroughly  and 
satisfactorily  investigated  by  Ilerr  Hermann  Oesterley,  whose  work, 
published  in  1872,  is  the  result  of  an  examination  of  no  fewer  than 
165  MSS.-^  preserved  in  English  and  Continental  Libraries.  The 
conclusions  at  which  he  has  arrived  will  be  found  in  the  following 
pages,  as  well  as  an  analysis  of  the  various  MSS.  examined  by  him. 
—  The  Gesta  Romanorum  in  its  original  form  is  a  collection  of 
fictitious  narratives  in  Latin,  compiled  from  Oriental  apologues, 
monkish  legends,  classical  stories,  tales  of  chroniclers,  popular 
traditions,  and  other  sources,  which  it  would  be  now  difficult  and 
perhaps  impossible  to  discover.  Its  object  was  undoubtedly  to 
furnish  a  series  of  entertaining  tales  to  the  preachers  of  the  day  or 
to  monastic  societies,  accompanied  by  such  allegorical  forms  of 
exposition  as  to  convey,  according  to  the  taste  of  the  age,  information 
/         I    of  a  theological  character  or  moral  tendencj'-, 

~  This  mode  of  instruction  was  not,  however,  the  invention  of  the 
compiler  of  the  Gesta.  Instruction  by  the  medium  of  fables  or 
parables  is  a  practice  dating  from  remote  antiquity,  and  is  one 
always  attended  with  considerable  benefit.  Its  great  popularity 
induced  the  monks  to  adopt  this  method,  not  so  much  for  the  sake 
of  illiistrating  their  discourses,  as  of  making  a  lasting  impression  on 
the  minds  of  their  illiterate  hearers.  An  apposite  or  weU-told  story 
would  arouse  attention  where  logical  arguments  or  abstract  reasoning 
(even  supposing  the  monks  were  able  to  offer  such)  would  fail  to 
produce  the  slightest  effect.  This  method  had  already  been  popular 
in  Europe  for  a  considerable  period,  of  Avhich  we  have  instances  in 
the  Latin  Bestiarium,  the  Hidoria  Scholastica  and  Allegorix  of 
Petrus  Comestor,  and  the  Eables  of  Odo  de  Ceriton,  all  composed  in 
the  12th  century.2     It  is  not,  however,  to  the  convents  of  the  monks 

'  This  number  is  made  up  of  138  MSS.  examined  by  Herr  Oesterley  him- 
self, and  fully  described  in  his  elaborate  analysis  of  the  MSS.  of  the  Gesta, 
and  of  27  MSS.,  the  existence  and  description  of  which  were  communicated  to 
him  by  Dr  Leithe,  Librarian  of  the  Royal  and  Imperial  Library  at  Innsbriich. 
(See  his  Gesta  Romanorum,  p.  750.) 

^  See  further  on  this  subject  in  Mr  Wright's  Introduction  to  his  Latin 
Stories  (Percy  Society,  1842),  pp.  v — vii. 
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that  "we  must  look  for  the  birthplace  of  allegorical  interpretation ; 
it  came  to  them,  with  much  of  their  literature,  from  the  East.  Of 
this  Sir  Frederic  Madden  points  out  a  striking  example  connected 
with  the  present  subject,  to  which  he  was  the  first  to  direct  atten- 
tion. "The  celebrated  work  containing  the  fables  of  Bidpai  was 
brought  from  India  into  Persia  about  the  year  510,  and  was  trans- 
lated into  Pehloi,  at  the  command  of  Khosru  E"ouschirevan,  by  a 
pliysician  named  Barzouyeh.  To  this  version  six  prefatory  chapters 
were  added  by  Buziu-djmihr,  the  minister  of  Khosru,  in  one  of 
which,  to  illustrate  some  moral  reflections  on  the  heedless  pur- 
suits of  mankind,  is  introduced  the  apologue  of  the  man  who, 
flying  from  a  furious  beast,  descends  into  a  pit,  where  suspended 
from  the  branch  of  a  tree,  and  resting  his  feet  on  the  heads  of 
four  serpents,  he  is  so  captivated  by  the  sight  of  some  honey  as 
to  disregard  the  operations  of  two  rats,  who  gnaw  the  root  of  the 
tree  until  he  falls  into  the  abyss,  only  to  be  swallowed  by  the  jaws 
of  a  dragon  already  extended  to  receive  him."  Then  follows  the 
MoraUtas: — The  pit  is  the  world;  the  four  serpents  are  the 
humours  which  compose  the  human  body ;  the  rats  are  day  and 
night,  the  succession  of  which  consumes  our  life ;  the  honey  is  the 
enjoyment  of  the  senses:  and  the  dragon  is  death. ^  With  very 
slight  alterations  this  ]\Iorality  is  literally  the  same  that  occm-s  in 
the  Latin  printed  editions  of  the  Gesta,^  cap.  168,  and  it  is  only  by 
the  addition  of  the  ladder,  interpreted  j)e?z«  nee,  that  we  recognise  an 
addition  of  the  monkish  writer,  to  make  the  story  applicable  to  the 
Christian  system  of  theology.  Here  then  is  a  clear  proof  that  these 
apologues,  when  they  passed  into  Europe,  became  probably  the 
original  patterns  of  a  mode  of  exposition  Avhich  was  subsequently 
carried  to  such  excess  as  to  incur  the  sarcasm  of  Erasmus  and  the\ 
censure  of  Luther.^ 

But  who  was  the  author  of  the  Gesta,  and  when  was  it  com- 
posed ]     Sir  F.  Madden  says  : — "  To  the  latter  of  these  questions  an 

1  See  De  Sacy's  Met/wire,  prefixed  to  his  edition  of  the  Arabic  version  of 
the  Calila  u  Bimnah,  p.  28,  4to,  Paris,  1816. 

2  It  forms  the  30th  story  of  the  English  translation,  MS.  Harl.  7333.     See 
p.  109  of  the  present  volume,  and  the  notes  on  it  at  p.  46G. 

"  See  Deuce's  Illustrations,  ii.  343,  and  Dunlop's  Hist,  of  Fiction,  ii.  175. 
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answer  sufficiently  satisfactory  can  be  given.  Tyrwhitt  was  inclined 
to  assign  it  to  the  end  of  the  12th  or  beginning  of  the  13th  century,^ 
but  he  is  in  error,  and  Warton  and  Douce  have  agreed  in  attributing 
it  to  the  first  half  of  the  1 4th  century.  It  must  certainly  have  been 
written  some  years  previous  to  the  composition  of  the  Decameron 
(1348 — 1358),  so  as  to  allow  of  its  having  become  sufficiently 
iwpular  in  Italy  for  Boccaccio  to  have  borrowed  its  stories  ;  and  in 
England  a  more  precise  test,  unknown  to  Warton  and  Douce,  is 
furnislied  by  the  IMoralitates-  of  Robert  Holkot,  a  celebrated 
theological  writer  of  the  Dominican  Order,  who  died  in  1349. 
These  consist  of  47  stories,  with  Moralities  much  in  the  style  of  the 
Gesta,  from  which  several  of  the  stories  are  borrowed  with  scarcely 
a  verbal  alteration."^ 

Herr  Oesterley  assigns  the  compilation  to  the  latter  part  of  the 
13th  or,  at  the  latest,  the  early  years  of  the  14th  century.*  He 
argues  that  the  fact  of  the  MSS.  having,  even  so  soon  as  the  middle 
of  the  14th  century,  become  so  diversified  as  naturally  to  fall  into 
the  three  groups  or  families  which  he  points  out,  is  of  itself  a  proof 
that  the  first  MS.  cannot  have  been  written  later  than  the  beginning 
of  that  century;  and  further,  he  mentions  a  IMS.  dated  1326  which, 
from  the  corruptions  of  words,  especially  of  proper  names,  is  plainly 
copied  from  some  earlier  MS.^ 

The  question.  Who  was  the  author  of  the  Gesta  ?  is  one  of  far 
greater  difficulty.  Sir  F.  Madden  inclined  to  the  opinion  expressed 
by  Warton  (in  which  Gemeiner,*^  Eschenberg,'^  and  Grimm^  coincide), 
that  the  compiler  was  Pierre  Bercheur,  better  known  by  his  Latin 
name  of  Berchorius,  a  native  of  Poitou,  who  was  Prior  of  the 
Benedictine  convent  of  St  Eloi,  at  Paris,  and  died  in  1362.     The 

*  See  his  edition  of  Chaucer,  1822,  vol.  iv.  p.  300. 

"  MS.  Reg.  6  E  III.,  leaf  218.  They  were  printed  at  Venice  in  1505,  under 
the  title  of  Morallsationes  _^^«Z£7<?'<2>,  hi  vsuni  Pra>dicatonim.  (See  Warton, 
I.  302.) 

^  Compare  cap.  21  with  cap.  33  of  the  printed  Latin  Gesta,  capp.  22  and 
43  with  cap.  176,  cap.  24  with  cap.  1,  and  cap.  ii  with  cap.  91. 

■•   Gesta  Somanornm.,  p.  256. 

*  Ibid.  p.  257. 

®  Nachr.  von  selt.  B'ueh.  der  Rcgrnshtirger  Stadthihl.,  So,  1785,  p.  185. 
''  Neiie   Lit.    Anz.,   1807,    pp.    3!) — 45.      Compare    Lessing's    Lchen,    ili. 
128—130. 

*  Ilatis-Marchen,  iii.  371. 
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authority  for  this  supposition  is  Solomon  Glassius,  a  celebrated 
theologian  of  Saxe  Gotha,  who  in  his  PhilologicG  Sacrce  Lihri  quinque, 
written  about  1623,  expressly  names  Berchorius  as  the  author,  and 
quotes  from  the  work  the  story  of  St  Bernard  and  the  dice-player, 
cap.  170.1  Sir  y.  Madden  on  this  point  writes: — "It  would  be 
very  desirable  to  ascertain  what  grounds  Glassius  had  for  this 
assertion,^  but  in  the  absence  of  further  information  we  naturally 
recur  to  the  writings  of  Berchorius  liimself,  and  I  am  bound  to  say, 
after  a  tolerably  minute  examination  of  the  three  bulky  tomes  in 
Avhich  they  are  contained,  that  the  internal  evidence  is  decidedly  in 
favour  of  Warton's  argument.  JN'o  one  can  indeed  rise  from  a  perusal 
of  the  two  works  without  being  forcibly  struck  by  the  surprising 
coincidence  of  style,  method,  and  plan  of  both.  The  authors 
quoted  by  the  compiler  of  the  Gesta  are  also  cited  by  the  Prior  of 
Eloi,  and  the  same  stories  are  familiar  to  both.  Besides  those  already 
pointed  out  by  Warton,  there  are  several  more,  of  which  the  most 
remarkable  is  the  '  wild  tale '  of  the  intractable  elephant  killed  by 
two  virgins,  who  cut  off  his  head,  and  make  purple  of  his  blood, 
Avhich  occurs  in  cap.  115  of  the  printed  Gesta,  and  in  the  Dictionary 
of  Berchorius,  v.  Adulatio,  p.  109,  tom.  iii.  ed.  1631.  Another 
coincidence  which  escaped  Warton  deserves  notice  here.  In  the 
Gesta,  cap.  160,  is  a  legend  of  a  lady  possessed  by  a  devil  in  the 
diocese  of  Valence,  in  Dauphiny,  on  the  confines  of  Provence ;  and 
in  the  Reductorium  Morale  of  Berchorius,  lib.  xiv.  cap.  44,  we  find 
a  story  of  a  haunted  castle,  placed  in  the  same  locality;  both  of 
which  tales  might  easily  have  been  learnt  by  him  when  preceptor  to 
the  novices  at  Cluny.^"  Mr  Douce,  on  the  other  hand,  contended 
that  the  author  was  a  German,  principally  because  in  the  Moralisa- 
tion  to  chapter  144  there  is,  in  most  of  the  early  editions,  a  German 
proverb,  and  in  chapter  142  several  German  names  of  dogs. 
"VVarton  and  Grimm,  on  the   contrary,  considered   these  words  as 

'   Page  200,  ed.  Amsterd,  1711. 

*  Dunlop  is  in  error  (ii.  172)  in  supposing  Glassius  to  have  derived  his 
information  from  Salmeron  of  Toledo,  an  earlier  divine,  who  died  in  1585. 
His  Comment,  in  Evang.  Hist,  was  composed  after  the  j^ear  1570,  and  he  takes 
occasion  in  it  merely  to  criticise  and  censure  the  allegorical  method  of  inter- 
pretation adopted  in  the  Gesta  and  elsewhere  (vol.  i.  p.  356,  fol.  Col.  Agr.,  1C02). 

=  See  Warton,  Hist,  of  Eiig.  Poetry ;  ed.  flazlitt,  I.  299. 
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mere  interpolations  of  the  German  scribe  or  editor;  and,  indeed, 
with  respect  to  the  proverb,^  Douce  himself  in  a  MS.  note  in  his 
copy  of  Swan,  vol.  ii.  p.  218,  makes  the  admission — "It  is  the 
German  editor,  not  the  author,  who  is  speaking  German."  With 
this  view  Sir  F.  Madden  agrees,  and  it  is  clearly  borne  out  by  the 
researches  of  Herr  Oesterley,  who  states  that  the  proverb  does  not 
appear  in  even  one  of  the  great  number  of  MSS.  which  he  has 
examined,  but  is  an  addition  made  by  the  editors  of  the  printed 
copies  : — "  Das  sprichwort  kommt  in  den  handschriften  gar  nicht 
vor,"2  With  regard  to  the  names  of  the  dogs  in  cap.  142,  Herr 
Oesterley  is  decidedly  of  opinion  that  they  are  English,  and  he 
shows  that  they  still  exist  in  but  slightly  altered  forms.  Thus 
Bandyn  becomes  Bander,  with  which  we  may  compare  Bandog  ; 
Reuelin  appears  as  Reveller,  &c.^ 

IMoreover,  in  chapter  155  of  the  printed  Latin  editions  the 
author  states  that  the  story  "  which  he  relates  on  the  authority  of 
many  to  whom  it  was  well-known"  lie  had  himself  heard  from 
natives  and  inhabitants  of  the  place  where  it  occurred,  which  is  said 
to  be  Wandlebury,  a  village  on  the  borders  of  the  diocese  of  Ely. 
(See  the  epitome  of  the  story  printed  in  the  appendix  to  the  present 
volume.) 

On  the  whole,  Herr  Oesterley  comes  to  the  conclusion  that  the 

'  One  edition  of  the  original  has— "  Corabola  (?  parabola),  vulgariter  ; 
die  schnock  wit  fliegen  also  hock  als  der  adler.  Ideo  non  est  discretio,"  &c. 
Two  other  editions  give — "  Ber  n-eul  ivylt  vlyegen  also  Jioge  ah  der  arnt 
aqnila.  Ideo,"  &c. ;  and  two  have  the  Latin  rendering — "  Culex  cupit  tarn  alte 
volare,  sicut  ipsa  aquilla." 

2  rage  262. 

'  "  Diese  namcn  nnn  sind  englische.  Einige  derselben  sind  bis  in  die 
neuste  zeit  hinein  im  gebrauclie  geblieben,  so  Eicher.  spater  Readier,  Band_yn, 
spjiter  Bander,  vgl.  Bandog,  und  Eeuelin,  verschrieben  fiir  Eeuelin,  Eevelin, 
spiiter  Eeveller.  Fiir  das  Emulemin  ist  dem  zengnisse  der  handschriften 
gemiiss  Ewilemin  zu  setzen  ;  es  ist  mir  freilich  nicht  gelungen,  diesen  namen 
nachzuweisen,  aber  sein  englischer  ursprung  ist  augenscheinlich.  Ilancgiff, 
in  der  moralisation  als  '  accipite  et  donate '  Ubersetzt,  ist  offenbar  verlesen  fiir 
Hauegiff,  Hnveg'rff,  Have-give.  Fiir  Crisniel  ist  zn  setzen  Triswel  oder 
Trisn-ol.  wie  Bisivol  eine  zusammensetznng  des  altenglischen  wol.  Egofgn, 
besser  Egloffin,  stanimt  vom  ags.  Ucqrulf,  im  deutschen  parallel  entwickelt  zu 
Egloff,  s.  Forstemann,  namenbuch  20.  In  Beamis  scheint  die  alte  bezeich- 
nuug  fiir  Bohraen  dui'ch  wenn  nicht  eine  altenglische  wurzel,  und  Behjn, 
Trehelln  endlich  stammt  von  bellin,  bellen,  ist  also  das  heutige  Belter.'" — 
pp.  264-5. 
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claim  of  Eerchorius  to  be  acknowledged  as  the  author  of  the  Gesfa 
is  not  based  upon  sufficiently  satisfactory  grounds,  and  that  the 
only  other  name  which  has  been  suggested,  Helinand,  has  still  less 
claim  to  the  title,  thus  leaving  the  point  unsettled,  and,  in  his 
opinion,  one  impossible  at  this  day  to  determine  satisfactorily.^ 

As  to  the  origin  of  the  Geata  we  have  no  certain  information. 
The  Gesta  in  its  present  form  had  its  origin  undoubtedly  in  a  com- 
bination or  combinations  of  several  collections  of  stories,  taken 
probably  from  Eoman  history,  and  in  use  by  the  monks  as  texts  for 
sermons.  These  stories,  which  were  collected  solely  for  the  sake 
of  the  moralisations  which  could  be  extracted  from  them,  after  being 
enlarged  by  the  addition  of  stories  of  later  date,  finally  appeared 
under  the  title  of  Gesta  Romanorum  Moralizcda,  or  something 
similar.  2  The  stories  themselves  were  of  very  sKght  importance, 
the  sole  object  of  the  compilers  being  to  provide  texts  for  their 
moralisations.^  Yery  often  only  the  first  few  words  of  some  well- 
kno^vQ  tale  are  given,  followed  immediately  by  the  Moralite.  Some- 
times, in  the  older  IMSS.,  only  the  story  is  given,  a  space  being  left 
for  the  Moralite,  to  be  filled  in  afterwards  by  the  scribe,  or  perhaps 
by  the  preacher.*  It  was  not  till  very  late  that  the  story  becanie — \ 
the  principal,  and  the  Moralite  the  secondary  element.^  In  the 
present  volume  the  reader  will  notice  in  many  instances  how  slight 
is  the  apparent  connection  between  the  story  and  the  Moralite. 

It  appears  at  first  sight  a  very  extraordinary  circumstance  that 
there  should  be  no  MS.  of  the  printed  book  in  existence.     **But,"/ 
says  Sir  F,  IMadden,  "if  we  look  a  little  more  narrowly  into  this 
statement  we  shall  find  that  it  proceeds  on  the  assumption  that  the 
MSS.  would  resemble  the  printed  volume  as  well  in  the  order  as  in 

'    Oesterley,  pp.  234-5.  *  Hid.  p.  261. 

'  For  instance,  in  cap.  125  (Tlie  Tale  of  the  Three  Black  Crows),  the  story 
winds  up  by  saying,  "j)ost  hoc  moritur  vxo?-  ejus,  et  ille  cenohUnn  intravit, 
tres  literas  didicit,  quannn  erat  irrima  nigra,  secnnda  rnhea,  tercia  Candida,'" 
a  circumstance  which  is  introduced  solely  for  the  sake  of  the  moralisation,  in 
which  the  first  letter  is  explained  as  remorse  for  our  sins,  the  second  as  the 
memory  of  Christ's  blood,  and  the  third  the  desire  for  heaven.  And  in  cap. 
171  the  Moralite  begins,  "  Carissiini,  imperator  iste  est  pater  ccelcstis," 
although,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  no  emperor  occurs  in  the  story  at  all. 

*  Oesterley,  p.  261.     Such  is  the  case  in  the  Cambr.  Univers.  MS.  Kk.  1.  6. 

*  Ibid.  p.  262. 
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tlie  number  of  the  stories.  Yet  this  is  surely  not  to  be  expected,  for 
in  the  title  of  one  of  the  earliest  editions, ^  we  find  the  volume  to  be 
composed  of  '  hystorie  collecte  ex  Gestis  Romanorum  et  quibusdam 
allis  lihris,'  and  in  another  it  is  entitled,  '  Historic  notabiles  atque 
magis  principales,  collecte  ex  Gestis  Romanorum  et  qulhusdam  alils 
notahilihus  Gestis.'^  Is  it  not  therefore  probable  that  the  editor  or 
printer  of  the  first  edition  should  have  incorporated  several  stories 
not  originally  to  be  found  in  the  work?  It  is  very  evident  that  the 
long  story  of  Apollonius  of  Tyre,  which  forms  cap.  153  of  the 
augmented  editions,  never  formed  a  part  of  the  original  Gesta,  and  I 
strongly  suspect  that  the  legend  of  Alexius,  cap.  15,  that  of  Pope 
Gregory,  cap.  81,  and  several  more,  were  introduced  at  J,he  time  it 
was  first  printed,  or  not  long  before.  Schmidt,  indeed,  regards  the 
whole  of  the  stories  from  cap.  153  to  cap.  181  inclusive  as  additions 
later  than  the  time  of  Herolt  [a.d.  1418]."  Sir  F.  Madden's  opinion 
is  not,  however,  borne  out  by  Herr  Oesterley's  investigations,  for  I 
find  the  three  stories  referred  to  in  a  MS.  of  the  lith  century, 
N".  Ixxi.  in  Oesterley,^  tliough  they  do  not  seem  to  occur  in  any 
other  MS.  earlier  than  1-457.  Sclimidt's  theory,  too,  can  only  be 
accepted  as  partially  true,  for  several  of  the  stories  found  in  the 
printed  Latin  editions  after  cap.  153  are  also  to  be  found  in  MSS. 
of  the  14th  century.  Thus,  for  instance,  capp.  154,  157,  165,  167, 
174,  and  181  occur  in  the  MS.  N".  xxii.  in  Oesterley's  list,  the 
date  of  which  is  1377.^1 

The  MSS.  of  the  Gesta  which  are  found  in  England  differ  con- 
siderably from  those  in  the  Continental  libraries.    To  use  Mr  Douce's 

'  Sir  F.  Madden  is  of  opinion  that  the  edition  described  by  Warton  (Uist. 
of  Eng.  Poetry,  I.  240),  a  copy  of  which  is  in  the  Bodleian  Library,  which 
contains  only  152  chapters  and  117  [118]  leaves,  and  the  edition  of  Ketelaer 
and  De  Leempt  at  Utrecht,  about  1473,  containing  151  chapters,  are  the 
earliest  editions.  Dr  Dibdin  describes  the  first  edition  as  being  that  of  Ulric 
Zell,  at  Cologne,  about  1472,  containing  159  [?]  leaves  {Blhl.  Sj}enc.  iii.  340). 
He  does  not,  however,  state  the  number  of  chapters,  but  in  Heber's  Sale,  Pt.  1, 
No.  3158,  a  copy,  apparently  of  this  edition,  is  stated  to  contain  181  chapters  ; 
and  it  is  thus,  in  Sir  F.  Madden's  opinion,  later  than  those  which  only  contain 
152  chapters.  According  to  Dr  Kloss,  Catal.  No.  1824,  it  is  the  second  edition, 
the  first  being  the  Ketelaer  edition,  already  mentioned,  and  the  tliird  that 
of  John  de  Westfalia,  at  Louvain,  containing  181  chapters. 

*  Oesterley,  p.  257,  mentions  one  which  begins — "  Incipit  tractatus  do 
diversis  historiis  Romanorum,  et  quibusdam  aliis." 

'   Gesta  lioDianorum,  p.  175.  ■*  Ihid.  p.  82. 
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words,  "  the  constructiou  resembles  that  of  the  orighial  Gesta,  from 
■which  a  great  many  stories  have  been  retained,  but  these  are  always 
newly  written,  and  sometimes  materially  altered.     The  moralisations 
are  uniformly  diiferent,  and  the  proper  names  generally  changed."^ 
From  this  Mr  Douce  formed  the  opinion,  with  which  Sir  F.  Madden 
partially  agrees,  that  the  English  MSS.  represent  an  entirely  different 
work  from  the  Continental  MSS. ;  and  he  expressed  his  belief  that  a 
thorough  examination  of  the  latter  would  residt  in  the  discovery  of 
the   original   of  the   work.     The   compilation   represented   by  the 
English  MSS.  Sir  F.  Madden  designates  the  Anglo-Latin  Gesta,  and 
traces  its  origin  to  "  the  popularity  of  the  original  Gesta,  not  only  on 
the  Continent,  but  among  the  English  Clergy,  [which]  appears  to 
have  induced  some  person,  apparently  in  the  reign  of  Richard  the 
Second,  to  undertake  a  similar  compilation  in  this  country."  ^     He 
then  goes  on  to  say,  "  Out  of  the  entire  number  of  104^  stories  con- 
tained in  various  j\ISS.  of  the  Anglo-Latin  Gesta,  30  are  not  in  the 
Latin  editions,  and  four   more    are  related   -with   such   variety  as 
almost  to  constitute  them  different  narratives.*     From  a  comparison 
of  the  texts  as  exhibited  ra  the  editions  and  the  Anglo-Latin  MSS. 
it  is  impossible  not  to  be  convinced  that  the  latter  compilation  is 
generally  based    on   the  former,  retaining   in  many  instances    the 
precise  words  of  the  original ;  yet  in  some  cases,  as,  for  example,  in 
the  story  of  the  Three  Caskets,  cap.  109  of  editions,  and  cap.  99  of 
the  Anglo-Latin  ]\ISS.,  there  is  so  great  a  diversity  as  to  prove  that 
a  different  authority  was  followed.     Tyrwhitt  and  Warton  have  both 
confounded  this  MS.  work  with  the  edition — an  error  very  properly 
reprehended  by  Douce.  Who  was  th  e  author  of  the  Anglo-Latin  version 
is  not  known,  but  the  writer  last  mentioned  suggests  it  might  have 
been  John  Bromyard,  an  English  theologian,  who  flourished  about 
1390,  the  author  of  the  Sunima  Predicant ium,  a  voluminous  digest 
of  divinity  arranged  under  alphabetical  heads  for  the  use  of  preachers, 

•  Illustrations,  ii.  365.  ^   Gesta  Eomanorwn,  Introduction,  p.  xi. 

2  Tlie  best  MS.,  Harl.  2270,  has  only  102  stories,  and  MS.  Harl.  52.59  only 
101,  but  Sir  F,  Madden  includes  also  the  prefatorj^  stoiy  of  Atalanta,  prefixed 
to  several  MSS.,  and  the  story  of  a  law  made  by  the  Emperor  Octavian  re- 
specting the  rape  of  a  virgin,  which  occurs  in  only  one  JIS.,  viz.  Harl.  3132, 
cap.  44. 

''  All  of  these  are  analysed  by  Douce  in  his  Dissertation  on  the  Gesta. 
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and  illustrated  by  innumerable  stories  from  various  sources.^  He 
was  evidently  -well  acquainted  with  the  Continental  Gesta,  many  of 
the  tales  from  which  he  transfers  to  his  pages,  and  I  have  frequently 
had  occasion  to  refer  to  them  in  the  Notes  to  the  present  volume. 
The  MSS.  of  this  Gesta  agree  in  general  remarkably  well  as  to  the 
text,  but  vary  much  in  the  order  and  number  of  the  contents.  The 
best  MSS.  have  the  order  nearly  the  same  as  MS.  Harl.  2270,  whicli, 
although  written  on  paper,  and  at  a  later  period  than  some  others, 
yet  on  the  whole  is  the  most  complete  and  accurate  copy  I  have 
seen." 

The  MSS.  of  the  Anglo-Latin  Gesta  are  numerous  in  England. 
Mr  Douce^  reckoned  25,  of  which  nine  were  in  the  Museum,  eight 
at  Oxford,  and  eight  miscellaneous,  but  from  these  last  two  must  be 
deducted  as  already  included  in  the  Museum  list,  since  the  D'Ewes 
MS.  is  Harl.  219,  and  Burscoiigh's  is  Harl.  2270.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  researches  of  Herr  Oesterley  have  added  six  to  the  list, 
Mr  Douce  having  omitted  the  MSS.  in  the  Cambridge  Univers. 
Libr.,  and  at  Ealliol,  Trinity  and  University  Coll.,  Oxford.  I 
myself  have  since  discovered  another  in  the  Grenville  Library,  Brit. 
Mus.,  N".  xxii.,  thus  raising  the  total  to  thirty.  A  full  list  will  be  (^ 
found  at  the  end  of  this  Introduction.  These  MSS.  are  chiefly  of 
the  reign  of  Henry  VI. 

Herr  Oesterley,  as  the  result  of  his  examination  of  165  MSS., 
comes  to  the  conclusion  that,  notwithstanding  the  difference  between 
-^  the  English  and  Continental    MSS.,  they  yet  represent   the    same 

^  work,  the  English  being  the  older  group. 

The  MSS.  of  the  Gesta,  says  Herr  Oesterley,  naturally  divide 
themselves  into  three  families  or  groups.     These  are — 

1.  The  English  family,  written  in  Latin.  This  is  what  Sir  F. 
Madden  calls  the  Anglo-Latin  Gesta,  of  which  the  best  representative 
is  MS.  Harl.  2270. 

2.  The  fanuly  of  Latin  and  German  MSS.,  which  is  best  repre- 
sented by  an  edition  in  German,  printed  by  John  Schofser,  at 
Augsburg,  in  1489. 

'  Printed  at   Nuremburg,  1485,  folio,  and  often  afterwards.      There  are 
Bonie  good  MSS.  of  his  worlv  in  the  British  Museum. 
^  Illustrations,  &c.,  II.  426. 
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3.  The  family  represented  Ijy  wliat  he  terms  the  Vulgdrtext. 
The  MSS.  of  tliis  family  constitute  what  ISIr  Douce  termed  the 
original  Gesta,  and  have  been  considerably  altered  by  the  influence 
of  distinct  collections,  and  especially  by  the  Moralitates  of  liubert 
Holkot,  already  referred  to. 

Briefly,  we  may  sum  up  the  results  of  Herr  Oesterley's  investiga- 
tions as  follows  : — That  the  Gesta  was  originally  compiled,  towards 
the  end  of  the  13th  century,  in  England,  whence  it  soon  found  its 
Avay  to  the  Continent,  where  it  underwent  considerable  alteration, 
tales  being  added  and  corruptions  creej)ing  in.  From  this  enlarged 
compilation  on  the  invention  of  printing  a  selection  of  150  stories 
was  made.  This,  the  editio  princejis,  in  Herr  Oesterley's  opinion 
Avas  the  edition  (A)  published  by  Ketelaer  and  De  Leempt  at 
Utrecht,  already  mentioned,  a  second  edition  of  which  was  printed 
by  Arnold  Ter  Hoernen,  at  Cologne. 

Another  selection  (B)  of  181  chapters  was  made  and  published 
by  Ulrich  Zell,  at  Cologne,  which  Herr  Oesterley  designates  tlie 
Vulgdrtext,  or  Vulgate.  These  three  editions  Herr  Oesterley  thinks, 
without  doubt,  appeared  between  the  years  1472  and  1475,  and — • 
being  introduced  into  England  before  there  had  been  any  opportunity 
of  printing  an  edition  from  the  English  MSS.  of  the  Gesta,  Avhicli 
constituted  a  much  smaller  collection — soon  drove  the  latter  into 
the  background,  usurping  to  themselves  the  title  and  character  of 
the  original  Gesta,  and  rendering  both  unnecessary  and  improbable 
the  printing  of  an  edition  of  the  English  IMSS. 

In  this  way  Herr  Oesterley  accounts  for  the  two  facts  which  at 
first  sight  appear  so  strange,  and  which  have  given  cause  to  so  many 
misapprehensions  relative  to  the  history  of  the  Gesta,  viz.,  that  (1)  no 
MS.  exists  corresponding  to  the  printed  Latin  editions  of  the  Gesta  ; 
and  (2)  none  of  the  English  MSS.  were  ever  printed. 

It  is  possible,  Herr  Oesterley  admits,  that  the  Gesta  may  have 
been  originally  compiled  in  Germany,  but  after  a  close  examination 
of  the  whole  subject  he  is  of  opinion  that  the  weight  of  evidence  is 
in  favour  of  an  English  origin.^  His  investigations  entirely  bear  out 
the  conjectures  of   Sir  F.  Madden,  who   says  : — "  It   seems  to  me 

'    Gesta  Romnnnrnm,  p.  266. 
GESTA.  h 
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highly  probable  that  the  editor  of  the  first  edition  either  made  a 
selection  from  the  different  MSS.  before  him,  or  made  use  of  one 

which   was    incomplete,  and  that he  added  stories  which 

never  formed  part  of  the  original  work.  It  is  only,  however,  by  a 
critical  edition  of  the  text  and  a  careful  comj)arison  of  the  ]\ISS. 
that  we  can  arrive  at  the  truth,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  some  one 
on  the  Continent,  equally  competent  with  "Wolf  Schmidt  or  Keller, 
will  undertake  the  task."^  Herr  Oesterley  has  happily  proved  this 
hoped-for  "some  one." 

Of  the  Latin  Gesta,  as  it  appears  in  the  editions,  an  analysis  has 
been  given  by  Warton ;  but  it  is  far  from  complete,  since  he  has 
omitted  no  less  than  53  stories,  many  of  which  deserve  more  atten- 
tion than  some  in  his  list.  To  supply  this  deficiency,  and  to  present  a 
perfect  view  of  the  work,  as  it  appeared  in  upwards  of  30  editions, 
between  1480  and  1530,  a  brief  notice  of  each  chapter  Avhich  does 
not  occur  in  the  English  translations,  and  of  such  chapters  as  appear 
only  in  the  Anglo-Latin  text  has  been  included  in  this  volume. 
Further,  I  have  added  an  epitome  of  those  stories  printed  by  Herr 
Oesterley  in  his  Appendix,  which  are  to  be  found  neither  in  the 
printed  Latin  editions,  the  Anglo-Latin  text,  nor  the  English 
translations,  but  only  in  certain  Continental  MSS.  This  volume 
therefore  contains,  either  in  full  or  epitomised,  every  story  Adiich 
appears  in  any  or  all  of  the  138  MSS.  analysed  by  Herr  Oesterley. 

The  influence  of  the  Anglo-Latin  Gesta  on  English  poetry  was 
very  considerable  during  the  reigns  of  Eichard  11.  and  his  successors, 
and  quite  equal,  if  not  superior  to,  the  effect  produced  on  the 
writings  of  the  Italian  novelists  by  the  Continental  compilation. 
The  poems  of  Gower,  Chaucer,  Occleve,  and  Lydgate  furnish  many 
instances  of  their  familiarity  with  the  work,  whilst  we  have  even 
stronger  proofs  of  its  popularity  in  the  numerous  quotations  from  it 
in  the  Sermones  Doyninicales  of  John  Felton,  Vicar  of  ]\Iagdalen 
College,  Oxford,  who  in  1431  compiled  this  series  of  discourses 
at  the  request  of  his  associates.  ^     JN^or  was  its  influence  confined 

'    Gesta  Romanornm,  Introduction,  p.  x. 

'  Of  these  Senuous  there  are  several  MSS.  in  the  British  Museum,  of 
which  MS.  Harl.  4  was  in  Sir  F.  Madden's  opinion  the  best.  Other  copies  are 
in  MS.  Harl.  868  and  5396.     Mr  Douce  remarks  ^Illustrations,  ii.  342)  that 
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to  the  earlier  authors  of  our  country,  but,  as  the  reader  will  find 
pointed  out  in  the  ISTotes,  even  Shakspere  and  poets  of  modern  times 
are  indebted  to  it  for  the  framework  of  some  of  their  finest  writings. 
Tliis  Anglo-Latin  Gesta  is  the  immediate  original  of  the  Early- 
English  translations,  published  for  the  first  time  by  Sir  F.  Madden 
for  the  Eoxburghe  Club  in  1838,  and  reprinted  in  the  present 
volume.  These  translations  were,  in  all  probability,  made  in  the  / 
reign  of  Henry  VI. ^  Only  three  MSS.  containing  them  are  known  ^ 
to  exist,  two  of  which  are  preserved  in  the  British  Museum,  and 
the  third  in  the  University  Library,  Cambridge.  The  first  and 
most  complete  copy,  MS.  Harl.  7333,  the  date  of  which  is  about 
1440  A.D.,  contains  70  stories,  comprised  in  a  large  foho  volume, 
written  fahly  in  double  columns,  on  vellum,  and  probably  nearly 
coeval  with  the  work  itseK,^  in  which  are  also  the  Canterhiiry  Tales 
of  Chaucer,  from  a  MS.  of  his  contemporary,  Shirley  ;  part  of  Gower's 
Confessio  Amantis,  a  great  number  of  Lydgate's  poems,  and  the 
Prologue  to  Occleve's  translation  of  ^gidius  de  Regimine  Princi- 
picm.  Two  of  the  stories  were  printed  by  Douce  in  his  niustrations 
of  Shalispere,  but  the  rest  remained  inedited  until  Sir  F.  Madden's 
edition  in  1838.  The  second  MS.  used  for  the  present  compilation 
is  also  in  the  British  Museum,  and  is  MS.  Addit.  9066,  presented  \J 
by  the  Eev.  "William  Conybeare  in  1832.  It  is  a  small  folio  volume, 
consisting  of  87  leaves  of  vellum,  written  by  two  different  hands, 
about  the  same  date  as  the  first,  and  belonged  in  the  16th  century 
to  one  Gervase  Lee,  whose  autograph  and  a  stanza  on  his  name  occur 
on  the  last  leaf.  In  this  MS.  are  96  stories,  46  of  which  belong  to 
the  class  of  Gesta  proper,  and  the  remainder  are  taken  from  the 
fables  of  Odo  de  Ceriton,  a  writer  of  the  12th  century,  the  miracles  of         ' 

in  these  Sermons  the  printed  editions  of  the  Gesta  are  only  once  quoted, 
while  the  Anglo-Latin  text  is  perpetually  referred  to. 

'  Mr  Douce  suggested  that  the  author  may  have  been  Gowor,  Lydgate,  or 
Occleve,  but  Sir  F.  Madden  did  not  agree  in  this  view.  In  his  opinion  the 
last  had  the  most  claim,  but  the  two  prose  moralisations  attached  to  his 
metrical  paraphrase  of  two  stories  in  the  Gesta  would,  from  their  variations, 
militate  against  such  a  supposition. 

^  At  leaf  118  h.  of  the  MS.  is  written  "Quod  Impingham  " — the  usual 
way  of  indicating  the  name  of  the  scribe.  Before  the  52nd  story  of  the  Gesta 
(which  begins  on  leaf  189,  col.  1)  is  also  drawn  a  sort  of  rebus,  consisting  of 
the  stock  of  a  tree  placed  in  a  tun,  and  beneath,  a  fish.  Shortly  after  a  coat 
of  arms  is  tricked — a  saltire  between  four  water-bougets. 
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the  Virgin,  monkish  legends,  the  Vitas  Patrum,  and  other  sources,^ 
which  have  been  more  particularly  pointed  out  in  the  Notes.  It  is 
easy  to  perceive  that  in  this  version,  which  differs  from  the  former, 
41  of  the  stories  have  been  taken  from  a  MS.  slightly  varying  from 
that  used  by  the  translator  of  the  first  series,  and  such  variations  are 
actuaUy  found  in  the  Anglo-Latin  MSS.,  Harl.  2270  and  5259. 
The  remaining  five  are  from  a  completely  different  and  abridged 
Latin  text  as  found  in  MS.  Harl.  219, 

The  third  MS.  employed  is  a  clumsy  quarto,  written  on  vellum 
and  paper  towards  the  close  of  the  15th  century,  and  consisting  of 
245  leaves.  It  is  preserved  in  the  University  Library,  Cambridge, 
where  its  shelf-mark  is  Kk.  1.  6.  Part  of  the  volum.e  is  written, 
and  the  whole  rubricated,  by  one  "  Eychard  Foxe,"  whose  name  is 
more  than  once  conspicuously  introduced.  The  former  part  is 
occupied  by  a  Commentary  on  the  Seven  Penitential  Psalms,  and 
Meditations  on  the  days  of  the  week,  which  are  only  worth  notice 
as  being  translated  from  the  French  by  Dame  Alyanore  Hulle,  an 
authoress  unknown  to  fame  and  to  Tanner.  Then  follow  some 
poems  of  Lydgate,  after  which,  on  leaf  216,  come  the  stories  from 
the  Gesta,  in  number  32  (although  erroneously  numbered  in  a  late 
hand  34). ^  The  Moralities  are  uniformly  omitted,  and  all  the  stories 
occur,  but  in  a  different  order,  in  MS.  Addit.  9066,  with  which 
version  they  closely  agree,  though  they  are  somewhat  abbreviated. 
The  text  is  often  negligently  written,  as  indeed  is  the  case  in  the 
two  other  MSS.,  and  it  requires  the  aid  of  the  Anglo-Latin  original 
to  render  many  passages  intelligible.  For  the  purpose  of  comparison 
/  and  convenience,  when  the  same  story  is  in  both  MSS.,  the  text  of 

MS.  Addit.  9066  is  printed  under  the  corresponding  stories  in  MS. 
Harl.  7333,  while  the  various  readings  of  the  Cambridge  MS.,  which 
has  been  carefully  collated  with  the  former,  are  shown  in  the  foot- 

'  The  Rev.  J.  J.  Conybeare,  the  former  possessor  of  this  MS.,  has  added 
at  the  end  a  summary  of  the  classes  into  which  the  stories  may  be  divided, 
but  he  was  in  error  in  assigning  no  less  than  35  to  the  Vitas  Patrum,  whereas 
not  more  than  three  come  from  that  source,  and  these  through  the  medium  of 
other  writers. 

'■^  The  colophon  on  leaf  242  bk.  is — "  Here  endith  a  Fewe  of  the  Tales 
of  Gest?(s  Romonor(f«i ;  "  and  then  immediately  follows  a  short  poem  with 
the  title—"  How  Seynt  Gregory  saued  his  moderes  soule  by  his  prayer." 
(See  note  to  Tale  Ixvii  of  the  Addit.  MS.,  p.  384.) 


/ 
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notes.  Similarly,  when  the  story  appears  only  in  MS.  Acklit.  9066 
and  the  Cambridge  MS.,  the  text  of  the  latter  has  been  printed  in 
full  under  the  former. 

We  now  come  to  the  English  editions  of  the  Geda.  In  St 
John's  College,  Cambridge,  is  preserved  an  unique  copy  of  an  edition 
by  Wynkyn  de  Worde  of  an  English  translation,  containing  43 
stories.  "  The  rarity  and  value  of  this  volume,"  says  Sir  F.  Madden, 
"  may  be  estimated  when  it  is  recollected  that  though  twice  mentioned 
by  Warton,  and  after  him  by  Dr  Farmer  in  his  note  on  Shakspere's 
Merchant  of  Venice,  yet  it  escaped  the  diligent  researches  of  Herbert, 
Douce,  and  Dibdin ;  and  the  second  of  these  writers  was  induced 
even  to  doubt  its  existence!  But  in  1820  this  doubt  must  have 
been  dispelled,  for  at  that  time  appeared  a  full  description  of  the 
long-concealed  work  in  the  Retrospective  Review,  vol.  ii.  p.  327,  and 
was  thence  transferred  to  the  pages  of  Hartshorne's  Book  Rarities  of 
Cambridge,  p.  398,  8vo,  1829.^  The  copy  is  quite  perfect,  but  has 
been  cruelly  '  cropt,*  and  is  printed  in  the  usual  black-letter  type  of 
"Wynkyn  de  Worde,  interspersed  with  a  few  wood-cuts.  The  title 
appears  on  a  riband  at  the  head  of  the  page — 

(&zq\-x  ^omanorum 
beneath  which  is  a  wood-cut  of  an  emperor,  with  crown  and  sceptre, 
sitting  on  his  throne ;  and  on  the  reverse  a  device  of  the  same 
emperor  wnth  a  youth  kneeling  to  him,  behind  whom  stands  a 
female  apparently  in  the  act  of  introducing  him ;  two  guards  are 
seen  in  the  background.  The  same  devices  occur  again  in  various 
parts  of  the    '  boke,'    accompanied   with   others,   alluding   to    and 

'  In  addition  to  -what  may  be  read  in  the  above  works,  the  following  par- 
ticulars of  this  curious  tract  may  be  acceptable.  It  is  bound  up  with  two 
others,  the  first  of  which  has  lost  its  title-page,  but  is  otherwise  complete,  and 
is  itself  a  great  curiosity,  being  an  unique  copy  of  The  bolte  called  the 
Informacyoti  for  Tylgrymes  xnto  the  holy  laiide,  printed  by  Wynkyn  de 
Worde,  2(j  July,  1.524.  The  second  tract  is  William  Thomas's  Historie  of 
Italie,  printed  by  Bertbelet  in  1549.  The  volume  formerly  belonged  to 
Thomas  Baker,  the  socius  cjectus  of  St  John's,  who  gave  it  to  the  College, 
and  the  present  press-mark  is  Gg.  6.  38.  The  following  MS.  note  occurs  at 
the  end  of  the  first  tract — "  I,  Myles  Blomefylde,  of  Burye  Saynct  Edmunde 
in  Suffolke,  was  borne  y'  yeare  foilowyng  after  y"  pryntyng  of  this  boke  (that 
is  to  saye)  in  the  yeare  of  our  Lorde,  1525,  the  5  day  of  Apryll  betwene 
10  &  11,  in  y'  nyght,  nyghest  xi,  my  fathers  name  lohn,  and  my  mothers 
name  Auue." 
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illustrating  some  of  the  Gesta.  The  Gesta  occupies  82  leaves,  includ- 
ing the  title-page,  printed  in  a  close  and  beautiful  black-letter  type, 
with  32  lines  to  the  page,  and  the  signatures  run  from  A  to  M  in- 
clusive, in  eights  and  fours  alternately,  with  ]^  6,  0  4  3  and  on  the 
reverse  of  0  4  is  the  colophon : 

IT  Thus  endeth  the  boke  of  Gesta  Romanorum.  Empryted  at 
London  in  Flete  Strete.     By  me  Wynkpi  de  Worde. 

There  are  43  stories,  each  with   its   Moralisation,  but   they  have 

neither  numbers  nor  rubrics." 

The  volume  is  undated,  but  in  all  probability  it  was  printed 
about  1510 — 1515,  and^ust  from  every  point  of  view  be  regarded 
as  a  great  curiosity.  As  to  the  authorship  of  this  translation  a  few 
words  only  wUl  be  requisite.  "  It  is  very  evident,"  says  Sir  F. 
Madden,^  "  on  a  comparison  of  the  MS.  English  versions  with  that 
printed  by  Wynkyn  de  "Worde,  that  the  latter  was  founded  on  the 
former,  but  with  material  alterations,  and  the  language  considerably 
modernised.  In  general,  the  edition  agrees  best  with  MS.  Addit. 
9066,  but  in  some  few  instances  with  MS.  Harl.  7333.  The  whole 
of  the  43  stories  printed  are  to  be  found  in  one  or  other  of  these 
MSS.  except  eight,  which  are  therefore  added  at  the  end  of  the 
present  volume,  where  they  find  an  appropriate  place.  It  would 
result,  however,  from  this  fact  that  the  reviser  of  the  printed 
translation,  Avhoever  he  was,^  had  made  use  of  a  more  complete  MS. 
copy  than  any  we  now  possess."  Another  fact  connected  with  this 
edition  is  worthy  of  notice.  It  is  the  only  instance  we  have  of  a 
printed  copy  exactly  corresponding  with  a  MS.  of  the  Gesta.  The 
43  stories  in  Wynkyn  de  Worde  were  not  selected  at  the  pleasure  of 
the  translator  from  the  Anglo-Latin  MSS.,  but  are  taken  directly 
from  some  MS.  similar  to  MS.  Harl.  5369,  written  on  vellmn  early 
in  the  15th  century,  in  which  the  same  stories  are  found  in  exactly 
the  same  order,  and  with  the  same  peculiarities  of  text. 

In  tlie  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth  this  translation  was  brought 
more  immediately  into  public  notice  by  one  Richard  Robinson,  a 
man  of   considerable  attainments,  who  lived  by  his  pen,  and  was 

'    Gesta  Bomanorum,  Introduction,  p.  xvii. 

*  As  will  be  seen  below,  Robinson  supposed  him  to  have  been  no  less  a 
person  than  John  Leland,  but  he  gives  no  authority  for  the  statement. 
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author  of  many  translations  in  prose  and  verse,  few  of  which  now 
survive.'  A  very  curious  account  of  his  works,  drawn  up  by  his 
own  hand  at  different  times  between  1599  and  1603,  is  in  the  Eoyal 
MS.  18  A  Ixvi.,  from  which  it  appears  that  m  1577  he  published  in. 
duodecimo  "  a  record  of  Ancyent  Historyes,  intituled  in  Latin  Gesta 
Romanorum,  translated  (auctore,  ut  supponitur,  lohane  Leylando, 
antiquario)  ;  by  mee  perused,  corrected,  and  bettered."  He  proceeds 
to  inform  us  that  six  editions  of  the  work  were  printed  between 
1577  and  1601  by  Tho.  Easte,  in  Aldersgate  Street,  of  which  the 
first  five  impressions  were  dedicated  to  the  Lady  Margaret,  Countess 
of  "  Lyneux"  (Lennox),  and  the  last  [in  1600]  to  the  "Warden  of  the 
Company  of  Leathersellers.  He  adds  in  a  note  written  subsequently 
that  another  edition  (making  the  seventh)  was  published  in  1602, 
and  dedicated  to  Dr  "Watson,  Bishop  of  Chichester,  who  only  gave 
the  writer  two  shillings  for  his  labour  !  ^  Of  these  seven  editions,  so 
scarce  are  they  become,  Mr  Douce  never  beheld  but  one,  namely 
that  of  1595,  a  copy  of  which  he  himself  possessed ;  and  Sir  F. 
IMadden  states  that  he  had  seen  a  copy  of  the  sixth.  It  is  certain, 
from  the  statement  made  in  the  preface  to  both  these  impressions, 
that  Robinson  made  use  of  a  copy  of  "Wynkyn  de  Worde's  old 
edition,  which  finding,  as  he  states,  "■  both  of  imperfect  phrase  in 
the  historie,  and  of  indecent  application  in  the  moralitie,"  he  "re- 
formed and  repolished,"  that  is  to  say,  he  altered  and  modernised 
the  language,  corrected  the  application,  and  added  an  argument  to 

'  See  the  Brit.  B'Miogr.,  vol.  i.  p.  109,  and  Douce,  Illustrations,  &c., 
vol.  ii.  p.  424. 

I  may  here  correct  a  mistake  into  which  Douce  has  fallen.  He  states, 
p.  425,  that  in  1576  licence  was  granted  to  R.  Robinson  to  print  "Christmas 
recreacions  of  histories  and  moralizacions  aplied  for  our  solace  and  consola- 
cion,"  and  suggests  that  "prohably  this  was  the  intended  title  for  his  edition 
of  the  Gesta.'''  I  have  been  unable  to  find  any  mention  of  this  licence  in  Mr 
Arber's  Transcripts  of  the  Stationers  Registers,  but  a  cojiy  of  the  book  itself 
is  in  the  Grenville  Library  of  the  British  Museum  (Pi-ess  Mark,  11177).  The 
full  title  of  the  book  is  as  follows  : — 

"  Certain  selected  Histories  for  Christian  Recreations  with  their  severall 
Moralizations.  Brought  into  Englishe  verse,  and  are  to  be  song  with  seuerall 
notes :  Composed  by  Richard  Robinson  Citizen  of  London.  Imprinted  at 
London  for  Henry  Kirkham,  and  are  to  be  solde  at  the  little  North  dore  of 
S.  Paules,  at  the  signe  of  the  black  boye."  IGmo.  (The  Dedication  is  dated 
157(3.) 

^  Not  ten  shillings  as  incorrectly  stated  in  Hazlitt's  Handbook  to  Early 
English  lAterature,  p.  227. 
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each  story,  the  number  and  order  of  which  he  has  retained.  The 
popularity,  or,  as  Warton  phrases  it,i  the  "  familiarity  "  of  Eobinson's 
book  at  this  period  is  evident  not  only  from  the  number  of  editions, 
but  from  the  frequent  allusions  to  it  in  the  writers  of  the  time,  and 
to  the  very  fact  of  its  popularity  we  may  probably  attribute  the  dis- 
appearance of  the  copies  and  its  consequent  rareness. 

Of  the  subsequent  editions  of  the  Gesta  it  is  unnecessary  to  say 
much.  Hazlitt,  in  his  Handbook  to  Early  English  Literature, 
mentions  no  less  than  15  issued  between  1600  and  1703,  and  there 
were  doubtless  others.  In  1703  apj^eared  "  Gesta  Romanorum,  or 
forty-five  Histories,  originally  (as  'tis  said)  collected  from  the  Roman 
Records,  with  Applications  or  Morals,  &c.,  vol.  i.  Translated  from  the 
Latin  edition,  printed  a.d.  1514."  12o,  R.  laneioay,  for  I.  Davis,  p.  187. 
The  translator  signs  himself  "  presbyter  of  the  Church  of  England  " 
in  his  Four  Short  Discourses,  &c.,  sold  by  the  same  publisher. 
This  work  was  never  continued.  All  the  stories  are  from  the  Latia 
printed  text,  with  the  exception  of  the  eleventh  (that  of  Atalanta), 
which  must  have  been  borrowed  from  one  of  the  editions  of 
Robinson's  book.  About  1720  another  impression  of  this,  with 
additions,  in  the  shape  of  a  chap-book,  came  out,  entitled,  "  Gesta 
Romanorum,  or  fifty-eight  Histories,  &c.  By  B.  P."  12o,  G. 
Conyers,  p.  131.  The  additional  stories  are  copied  from  a  late  im- 
pression of  the  previous  English  work,  and  are  intermixed  with  the 
others.  A  somewhat  superior  reprint  of  the  last,  Avith  wood-cuts, 
appeared  not  long  afterwards,  12o,  P.  Norris,  and  A.  Bettesivorth, 
1722,  p.  175,  with  the  same  title,  except  that  the  initials  B.  P.  were 
changed  to  A.  B.,  probably  meaning  one  of  the  publishers.  Sir  F. 
Madden  also  mentions  a  reprint  of  Robinson's  book,  executed  at 
Aberdeen,  12o,  James  Nicol,  1715;  and  another,  12o,  Glasgow, 
1753.  Swan's  translation  of  the  printed  Latin  text  appeared  in 
1824,  and  has  lately  been  reprinted  in  Bohn's  Antiquarian  Library. 

Many  of  the  stories  in  the  present  volume  bear  plain  proofs  of 
their  Oriental  origin.  Thus,  for  example,  JSTos.  IIL  and  XLVI.  read 
like  chapters  from  the  Arabian  Nights ;  in  fact,  the  incident  of  the 
magic  cloth  does  occur  in  "  The  Story  of  Prince  Ahmed  "  and  the 

'  Hist.  Eng.  Poetry,  I.  239. 
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"Fairy  Pari  Banou."  The  absolute  power,  too,  exercised  by  the 
emperors  over  the  knights,  by  the  knights  over  their  squires,  and  by 
heads  of  families  over  their  wives  and  servants  confirms  this  view, 
which  will  be  found  fully  discussed  in  the  Notes. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  and  valuable  features  in  the  stories 
is  the  picture  which  they  open  to  us  of  life  and  manners  at  the  time 
of  their  compilation.  Apart  from  the  low  moral  state  of  society  as 
shown  by  the  introduction  into  almost  every  tale  of  adultery,  we  find 
constant  evidences  of  a  chivalrous  and  hospitable  disposition,  while 
the  love  of  tournaments  appears  to  have  pervaded  all  classes,^  and  in 
some  cases  to  have  been  carried  even  to  excess. 2  In  chapter  155  of 
the  printed  Latin  editions  an  interesting  picture  of  domestic  life  is 
presented  to  us.  There  we  find  the  whole  family  gathering  round 
the  fire  in  the  winter  evenings,  and  beguiling  the  time  by  telling 
stories.  Such,  we  axe  told,  was  the  custom  amongst  the  higher 
classes.^ 

Other  glimpses  of  social  life  also  incidentally  appear:  as,  for 
instance,  in  the  Moralite  to  Tale  Ixviii,  p.  310,  where  the  writer 
complains  of  "  lusticis,  sherrevis,  and  bailifs,  Ajid  such  as  takith 
away  fro  poore  men  &  sympiU  a  ryng,  s,dl.  hire  godis  :  And  thei 
seiyth,  *may  we  not  take  hem,  when  thei  give  vs  hem.'  For  if 
a  poor  man  haue  ojt  to  do  among  hem,  if  jjat  he  wolde  be  spedde, 
anoon  he  puttith  forth  his  hond  to  ^ive  hem."  And  again,  p.  386, 
the  complaints  of  the  manner  in  which  the  rich  lurrours  oppressed 
their  poor  neighbours,  and,  p.  416,  of  the  pride  of  "bayles  and 
auditores." 

Of  the  value  of  the  work  before  us  in  illustrating  the  incorpora- 
tion of  Eastern  fable  and  classical  stories  with  the  feudal  institutions 
of  Europe  no  one  can  doubt  who  has  studied  its  pages,  and  it  is 
entitled  to  more  than  a  usual  share  of  consideration  as  the  only 
instance  of  a  compilation  formed  in  the  retirement  of  a  cloister, 
which  has  had  so  important  an  influence  on  the  literature  of  our 

'  See  for  instance  No,  xxvi.,  where  we  find  even  the  nurse  leaving  tlio 
infant  alone  in  its  cradle  while  she  runs  out  to  see  the  sport. 

■^  See  No.  lix.,  p.  242  of  this  volume. 

^  In  hyemis  intemperie  post  cenavi  noctu  familia  divitis  ad  focum,  nt 
potentibus  maris  est,  recenscndis  antiq^uis  gcstis  operam  daret. 
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country,  for  besides  almost  innumerable  minor  poems,  which  will  be 
found  pointed  out  in  the  Notes,  this  work  has  either  directly  or 
indirectly  furnished  to  Boccaccio  the  ground-work  of  his  tale  of  the 
Two  Friends ;  to  Lydgate  of  his  Tale  of  Two  Merchants ;  to  Gower 
and  Chaucer  of  their  History  of  Constance;  to  Shakspere  of  his 
Merchant  of  Venice,  Lear,  and  Pericles  (?) ;  to  Parnell  of  his  Hermit ; 
to  Walpole  of  his  Mysterious  Mother  ;  and  to  Schiller  of  his  tale  of 
Fridolin. 

With  regard  to  the  present  edition,  a  few  remarks  will  suffice. 
It  is  far  from  being  simply  a  reprint  of  that  of  Sir  Frederic  Madden. 
That  edition,  although  almost  perfect  in  the  correctness  of  its  text, ' 
was  not  carried  out  according  to  the  principles  on  which  the  publica- 
tions of  the  Early  English  Text  Society  are  based.  The  expansions 
of  the  contractions  in  the  MSS.  were  not  distinguished,  nor  were  the 
scribes  strictly  followed  in  their  use  of  the  letter  ]j  and  of  capitals.  For 
the  present  edition,  therefore,  the  text  has  been  collated  with  the  MSS. 
at  least  twice,  and  every  possible  care  has  been  taken  to  ensure  its 
correctness.  The  tales,  as  already  explained,  have  been  re-arranged, 
so  as  in  every  case  where  it  has  been  possible  to  do  so  to  show  two 
different  versions  on  the  same  page.  The  Glossary,  Index,  and  short 
sketches  of  those  stories  which  are  found  in  the  printed  Latin 
editions  and  elsewhere,  but  which  do  not  occur  in  the  English  MSS., 
are  also  new  features.  Sir  F.  Madden's  notes  are  mainly  retained 
intact,  but  the  length  of  time  which  has  elapsed  since  the  publication 
of  his  edition  [1838]  has  necessitated  in  many  instances  considerable 
alterations  and  additions  consequent  on  the  light  thrown  on  various 
obscure  points  by  the  results  of  Herr  Oesterley's  investigations,  as 
well  as  by  the  numerous  publications  of  the  Early  English  and  other 
Societies.^ 

The  table  which  follows  this  Introduction  will  be  found  of 
service  as  exhibiting  at  one  view  where  the  stories  of  the  Anglo- 
Latin  Gesta  are  to  be  found,  and  in  what  order  they  occur,  whether 

'  The  alterations  and  additions  are  distinguished  by  being  enclosed  in 
square  brackets,  except  in  the  case  of  the  first  sheet,  which,  by  an  unlucliy 
mischance,  was  printed  off  before  the  braclvets  were  inserted.  It  will  not, 
however,  be  difficult  for  any  reader  to  distinguish  between  the  original  and  the 
added  notes  in  that  short  portion. 
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in  the  old  English  versions,  the  printed  Latin  editions,  or  the  edition 
of  W.  de  Worde  and  his  successors. 

Herr  Oesterley  in  his  edition,  pp.  5 — 8,  enumerates  138  MSS.  of 
the  Gesta,  and  at  pp.  750-1,  27  more.  To  these  must  be  added  the 
MS.  in  the  Grenville  Library,  the  existence  of  which  was  unknown 
to  him,  raising  the  total  to  1G6,  of  which  132  are  in  Continental 
libraries. 

The  following  is  a  complete  list  of  ail  the  MSS.  at  present  known 
to  be  preserved  in  English  libraries  : — 

LATIN  MSS. 
1.  British  INIuseum,  MS.  Harl.     206,  15th  cent.  26  cap. 
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219, 

JJ 

15 
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JJ 

5259, 
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101 
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)j 

JJ 

5369, 

14th 

JJ 
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Sloane  4029, 

JJ 

JJ 

95 

9. 

JJ 

JJ 

„  Eoyal  8  F  VI. 

15th 

JJ 

27 

10. 

JJ 

„  Grenville  Libr 

,  W\  XXII. 

14th  cent. 

11. 

Oxford, 

Bodleian 

MS. 

Douce    101, 

15th  cent.  50 

ca] 

12. 

JJ 

JJ 

JJ 

JJ 

142, 

JJ 

JJ 

101 

JJ 

13. 

j» 

JJ 

JJ 

JJ 

310, 

JJ 

JJ 

34 

JJ 

U. 

j> 

JJ 

JJ 

123, 

JJ 

JJ 

39 

JJ 

15. 

j> 

JJ 

JJ 

857, 

JJ 

JJ 

41 

JJ 

16. 

JJ 

J) 

)j 

Graves    54. 

17. 

)> 

Balliol 

Cull.  MS. 

370, 

JJ 

JJ 

18. 

JJ 

Magdalen    „ 

JJ 

13, 

JJ 

JJ 

19. 

)j 

JJ 

JJ 

60, 

'J 

j> 

20. 

JJ 

John's 

JJ 

78, 

JJ 

JJ 

21. 

JJ 

JJ 

JJ 

93, 

JJ 

JJ 

22. 

JJ 

Lincoln 

JJ 

12, 

14th 

JJ 

23. 

JJ 

Trinity 

JJ 

71j 

15th 

JJ 

24. 

)j 

University  „ 

JJ 

97, 

JJ 

JJ 

25.  Cambridge  Univers.  Library,  Gg.  VI.  26,  15th  cent. 

26.  „  „  „        liVL  1,1449. 
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27.  Cambridge  Univers.  Library,  Mm  VI.  21,  15th  cent. 

28.  Worcester  Cathedral  Library,  MS.  80. 

29.  Hereford  „  „  „    74. 

30.  Dublin,  Trinity  CoUege  Library,  G.  326. 

ENGLISH  MSS. 

31.  British  Museum,  MS.  Harl.  7333,  15th  cent.,  70  chapt. 

32.  „  „  „  Addit.  9066,     „        „      96     „ 

33.  Cambr.  Univ.  Libr.,  MS.  Kk.  1.  6    „        „       32      „ 

GEEMAN  MS. 

34.  British  Museum,  MS.  Addit.  10291,  1420,  124       „ 

It  now  only  remains  for  me  to  acknowledge  the  sources  from 
which  I  have  derived  assistance  in  the  preparation  of  this  edition. 

Of  Sir  r.  Madden's  edition  in  1838  I  need  not  speak  further. 
It  wiU  be  sufficiently  plain  from  what  I  have  already  said  how 
greatly  I  have  throughout  the  volume  been  indebted  to  him. 

For  the  Printed  Latin  text  I  have  depended  on  Herr  Oesterley's 
edition — an  edition  so  complete  as  to  leave  nothing  to  be  desired, — 
while  from  his  introduction  and  analysis  of  the  MSS.  of  the  Gesta  I 
have  extracted  the  material  for  a  great  part  of  this  Introduction. 

Finally,  I  am  indebted  to  Miss  Toulmiu-Smith  for  the  collation 

of  the  greater  portion  of  the  proofs  with  the  Harl.  and  Addit.  MSS. ; 

to  the  authorities  of  St.  John's  Coll.  Cambridge  for  their  permission 

to  compare  Sir  F.  Madden's  printed  text  with  the  unique  W.  de  Worde 

volume  in  their  library,  and  to  F.  J.  Furnivall,  Esq.,  for  information 

as  to  tales  founded  on,  or  in  imitation  of,  stories  in  the  Gesta  which 

have  been  printed  by  the  various  Societies  since  the  date  of  Sir  F. 

Madden's  edition. 

S.  J.  HERRTAGE. 
February,  1879. 
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e:\ipeeatoe  rELiciA:N^us. 

(how  a  wife  employed  a  necromancer  to  cause  the  death  op 
her  husband,  and  how  he  was  saved  by  a  clerk.) 

IRarl.  MS.  7333,  leaf  150,  col.  2.] 

Felician  regnyd  emperour  iu  the  Cyte  of  Eome,  In  the  empeire  of 
•whom  ])er  was  a  kny3t  fat  hadde  weddid  a  yong  dameseH  to  "wif*. 
And  Wit/<inne  fewe  yerys  jjis  woman  lovid  by  wey  of  synne  an  o])er 
kny3t,  vndir  hire  husbond!,  and  jjat  so  moch,  fat  she  ordeyned  for 
hire  husbonde  to  be  ded.  Happyng*  fat  fis  kny3t  wold  goo  on 
pilgrimage  ouer  fe  see ;  And  J)e?-fore  he  seide  to  his  wif*,  "  Dame,  y 
woH  goo  on  pilgrimage,  ouer  fe  see ;  And  f erfore  gouerne  the  wele 
the  while  til  I  come  home  a3en.''  And  with  that  she  was  glad,  and 
seide,  "Sh;  wijj  fe  grace  of  God  aH  shatt  be  wele  y-do."  And 
shortly  for  to  touche  f  is  mater ;  he  tooke  his  leve,  and  3ede  his  wey, 
Nowe  fis  false  quene,  his  wif^,  ordeyned  for  his  dethe  in  aH  fat  she 
cowde,  and  spake  f  erfore  to  a  nigroniau??cer  in  f  is  forme :  "  Myn 
husbond,"  quod  she,  "  is  bi3ende  f  e  see ;  I  woH  wite,  if  f  ou  cowde 
helpe  fat  he  were  ded  by  ony  Crafte.  Aske  of  me  what  f ou  Avolt, 
and  fou  shalt  have  hit."  Then  spake  he  to  hyre  ia3en,  and  saide, 
"  3is,  forsoth,  lady,  that  I  can.  That  kny3t  shatt  dye  by  my  crafte, 
yn  what  cuntre  of  the  wordle  so  ener  fat  he  be  ynne.  And  y  woH 
haue  no  thing  of  fe  for  my  trauayle  but  fe  love  of  thyne  hert." 

'  leaf  150,  back,  col.  1. 
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And  she  it  grauntid  to  him.  So  fis  nigromancien  dyd  make  an 
ymage  of  er])e.  And  fastenyd  it  in  ))e  waH;  afore  him.  And  fe  knyjt, 
jjat  was  gon  on  pilgrimage,  walkyd  yn  the  same  day  in  the  stretys  of 
Eome,  So  ])er  met  wij?  him  a  clerke,  the  which  hielie  beheld'  him. 
And  when  fe  knyjt  pe?-ceyvid  it,  he  seide  to  him,  "  goode  Sir,  teH 
me  why  and  what  skile,  pat  fou  so  beholdest  me  1 "  Thenne  seid 
the  clerke,  "  Forsoth,  Sir,  for  fy  deth ;  For  douteles  jjou  shalt  yn 
fis  same  day  be^  ded,  but  if*  jjou  be  the  better  holpyn."  And  he 
told  Jje  kny3t  how  fat  his  wif  was  a  strompet,  and  which  purveith 
in  fat  day  that  hire  husbond  shuld  be  ded.  And  when  fe  knyjt 
hurde  theise  wordes,  he  had  grete  merueile,  and  seide,  "  A  !  S«r,  I 
knowe  weH  fat  my  wif*  is  an  hore,  and  long  tyme  haf  y-be ;  But  fat 
she  euer  pursuyd  for  my  deth,  fat  is  vnknowe  to  me,  and  ferfore  I 
pray  f  e  teH  me  if  per  be  ony  remedye  ayenst  my  deth ;  and  if  f  ou 
mowe  save  my  lyf,  sothly  aH  my  goodys  shuH  be  at  fyne  owne 
wiH."  "  3ys,"  quof  f  e  clerk,  "  A  Eemedye  per  is.  Iff  f  ou  wolt  do  aftir 
my  conseil."  "  3is,  jis,"  seide  f  e  kny3t,  "  I  am  redy  to  fulfill  aH  in 
dede  fat  f ou  wolt  sey  vhto  me."  Thenne  seide  fis  clerke,  "  Thy 
wif,"  he  seide,  "  hath  this  day  spoken  with  a  man)  that  can  of  nig- 
romancye,  to  sle  the  by  his  crafte  and  sotilte ;  and  so  the  nigroman- 
cien hath  y-made  an  ymage,  and  sette  it  in  a  watt ;  and  anoon  he 
woH  take  a  bowe  and  arowis,  and  shete  att  it.  And  if  he  wounde 
fis  ymage,  fyne  herte  shaH  brest,  where  so  euer  f ou  be  in  f e  wordle. 
And  so  f ou  sholdiste  dye ;  I^enertheles  do  aftir  my  Conseil,  and  sone 
I  shaH  save  fi  life.  Do  of  alle  thy  clof is,  and  be  nakicF,  and  go 
into  a  baf,  fat  I  shaH  make  for  the."  And  f e  kny^t  dyd  ri^t  as  he 
bad  him.  And  when  he  was  in  f e  baf,  fe  clerk  toke  him  a  mjiour 
in  his  bond,  and  seide,  "  ^f^owe  f ou  shalt  see  in  this  lajrour  aH  that 
I  spake  of  to  fe,"  And  thenne  seide  he,  "  ye,  sothly  I  see  aH 
opynly  in  myne  hous,  fat  fou  spakist  of  to  me.  And  now  fe 
myster-man  takith  his  bowe,  and  woH  schete  att  f  e  ymage."  Thenne 
seide  the  clerk,  "  Sir,  as  fou  lovist  f i  lif,  what  tyme  that  he  drawith 
his  bowe,  Bowe  thyne  bed?  vndir  the  watir;  For  if  fou  do  not, 
certenly  fy  ymage  shaH  be  smytenf!,  and  fou  both."  And  when 
fe  kny3t  sawe  him  begynne  forto  drawe  his  bowe,  he  dyd  as  fe 

'  by,  MS. 
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clerke  conseilid  him.  And  thenne  seide  J?e  clerk,  "  What  seist  fou 
now"?"  "Forsoth,"  quo]?  he,  ''now  hath  he  schote  an  arowe  at  the 
ymage  ;  And  for  jjat  he  ^failith  of  his  strook,  he  makith  moch  sorowe." 
Thenne  seide  f>e  clerke,  "  ^e,  that  is  goode  tydyng  for  Jie ;  For  if  he 
had  smyten  pe  ymage,  pon  sholdist  have  I-be  de&.  But  loke  nowe 
on  the  myrour,  and  teH  me  what  Jjou  seist."  "JSTow  he  takith  an 
oper  arowe,  and  woH  shete  a3en."  "  Do  thenne,"  quo])  the  Clerke, 
as  pou.  dyd  afore,  or  ellis  pou.  shalt  be  ded."  And  ferfore  the  kny3t 
putte  ait  his  hede  vndir  pe  water.  And  whenne  he  had  so  y-done, 
he  raisid'  hit  vp  a3en.  And  seyde  to  Jje  clerke,  "  He  makith  sorowe 
nowe  more  Jjan  ony  man  woH  trowe.  For  he  smot  not  pe  ymage ;  And 
he  Cryed  to  my  wif,  seiyng*,  jjat  if  I  fayle  the  third'  tyme,  I  am  but 
ded  my  selfe.  And  jjyne  husbond  shaH  lyve ;  And  my  wif  makijj 
Jjerfor  moch  lamentacion."  "  loke  a^en,"  seide  pe  clerke,  "  and  teH 
me  what  he  dojj."  "Forso])e,"  seide  he,  "he  hath  bend  his  bowe, 
and  goith  ny  to  pe  ymage  for  to  shete ;  and  perioT  I  drede  now 
gretly."  "  Do  perfove,"  seide  the  clerke,  "  do  as  I  bade  doo  afore, 
and  dred  pe  nojjyng^."  So  pe  knyjt,  whenne  he  sawe  the  scheter 
drawe  his  bowe,  he  swapte  his  hed  vndir  pe  watir,  as  he  dyd  afore ; 
And  thenne  he  toke  it  vp  a3en.  And  lokid  yn  pe  myroMr,  and  he  I0W3 
■with  a  gret  myrth.  "I  sey,"  quod  the  clerke,  "  whi  law3ist  pon  sool" 
"For  the  archer  wold  have  y-schot  at  the  ymage.  And  he  hath 
y-schotte  him  selfe  in  pe  lungen),  and  lyeth  ded ;  And  my  wif  makith 
soroAve  'with  oute  ende.  And  woH  hyde  his  body  by  hire  beddys  syde." 
"  3e,  S/r,"  quod  the  clerke,  "  now  pon  haste  pi  lif  savid,  do  3eld  to 
me  my  mede,  and  go  ;  farweH."  Thenne  the  kny3t  3af  him  mede  as 
he  woH:  aske.  And  pe  kny3t  went  horn,  and  fond  pe  body  vndir  tho 
bedde  of  his  wif^ ;  and  he  3ede  to  pe  Meyre  of  pe  towne.  And  told 
him  howe  his  wife  hadde  don  in  his  absence.  Thenne  when  pe 
Meyre  and  Jje  statys  sawe  pis  doyng,  pey  made  Jje  wif  to  be  slayne, 
And  hire  herte  to  be  departid  yn  to  pre  parteis,  in  tokne  and  em- 
sampiH  of  veniaunce.  And  the  goode  man)  toke  an  oper  wif,  and 
fairs  endid  his  liffe. 

'  leaf  150,  back,  col.  2. 
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MORA  LITE. 


Seitfi  nowe,  goode  men ;  fis  emperour  I  CaH  owre  lord!  ihesu 
Criste ;  pe  empire  is  ))is  wordle,  in  wliicB  is  mocB  aduersite ;  For  aH 
fat  is  in  Jje  wordle  o])er  it  is  fals  couetise  of  flescli,  or  fals  couetise  of 
yen,  or  prowde  of  lif.  The  wif  that  lovith  not  hire  husbond  is  pi 
flesch,  Jjat  dispisith  aH  werkis  that  \>e  spirite  lovith.  Now  in  spek- 
ing*  gostely  of  J^is  mAter,  while  fat  a  man  goith  in  pilgv-i'mage,  Serys, 
that  is  to  sey,  In  werke  of  ony  goode  dede  to  be  full-filled,  Thenne 
the  flesh  spekith  witJi  jje  nigromancier,  scil.  pe  deviH ;  And  fat  he 
doth  as  ofte  tyme  as  he  grucchith  apnst  fe  spirit,  and  sesith  fro 
werkis  of  penaunce,  wherby  f e  spirit  may  be  slayne.  For  it  is  as  fe 
apostiH  seith,  Caro  concujnscit  aduersus  spixiiMm,  ^  et  spiritus  adversus 
carnem,  This  is  to  vndirstonde,  The  flesch  desirith  thing  fat  is  a3enst 
f  e  spirite,  And  f  e  spmt  desuith  thing  a3enst  f  e  flesch.  The  clerke 
fat  helpith  f e  knyjt  is  a  discrete  confesso?ir  or  a  prechowr,  Which 
techith  a  mart  How  fat  he  shaH  defende  him  a3enst  f e  dartys  of  f e 
devifi.  This  nigromancer  [that]  is  f  e  deviH,  biginniih  to  schete  an 
arowe  att  the  ymage, — what  is  fat  1  The  Eeson)  w/t/an  a  man.  But 
beware  fat  he  hit  not  him  w/t/i  his  arowe,  sci7.  Envy  or  auarice,  For 
if  he  do,  Wit/ioute  doute  he  shall  dye  in  euermore  lastyng*  deth.  And 
ferfore  fou  most  putte  downe  fyii)  hed, — what  is  fati  Thyne  old  lif 
of  synne,  and  entre  yn  to  f e  bath  of  confession).  And  f ou  most 
hold  in  thy  bond  a  myro?<r,  &cil.  holy  doctrine,  fat  p?"elatis  and 
prestis  euery  day  sliewith,  by  f e  which  f ou  shalt  see  ail  perilis  fat 
perteynith  to  fi  soule.  And  also  holdyng  downe  of  fe  bed  in  fe 
bath,  is  to  be  redy  to  goo  vndir  f  e  3oke  of  penance,  and  submitte  f  e 
to  it  that  shaH  be  enioyned  to  f e ;  and  fat  is  not  hard,  witnessing 
fe  sauiour  him  selfe,  wher  he  seith,  Jugum  meuva.  suatie,  et  onus 
meum  hue,  Lo  !  my  ^oke,  he  seith,  is  swete,  and  my  charge  is  hghf. 
And  if  f  ou  do  f  us,  no  doute  of  f  ou  shalt  stonde  a3enst  aH  the  shotis 
fat  fe  deviH  can  shete  to  fe;  And  his  shotis  shaH  turne  to  his 
owne  sorowe,  and  encresing  of  his  peyne  in  f e  bed  of  heH,  wher  he 
shaH  be  buryed.  Now  fan  most  a  prelate  honge  the  wif* — what 
bymenyth  that  1     Forsoth  fat  conscie?^s  and  discreciou)  late  f e  flesh 
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be  liongyd  on  )je  iebet  of  penaunce,  Of  fe  whicli  man^?-  of  living  Jje 
ApostiH  spekitR  J)is,  Suspendiuva.  elegit  anima  mea,  This  is  to  sey,  my 
soule  hatli  chosen  jje  iebet,  scU.  doyng  of  penaunce.  And  after  pe 
herte  is  departid  ynto  thre  pa?-teys,  that  is,  the  flesh  is  devidid'  ynto 
Jjre,  sci7.  praying^,  Almysdede,  and  fastyng.  And  thenne  \ou  shalt 
take  a  new  Avif,  scil.  a  spirit^  obediente  to  a  new  gouernaunce ;  And 
thenne  pe?-  consequens  pou  shalt  have  euermore  lastyng  lif*.  Ad  quam 
nos  et  vos  perducat,  &c. 

[  II.  ] 
EMPEKATOE  LUCIUS. 

(op    a   knight    who    assisted    a    SERPENT    AGAINST    A    TOAD,    AND    WAS 
IN    TURN    SAVED    BY    IT.       HARL.  MS.  7333.) 

Lucius  was  a  wise  Empe?'our  regnyd  in  fe  Cite  of  Eome,  yn  fe 
hous  of  whom  ]ier  was  a  nobiH  knyght^,  \q  which  kny3t  as  he  rode 
or  3ede  in  A  Certeyne  day  in  ernndis  of  fe  emperour",  he  sawe  afer  a 
serpent  and  a  toode  fi3te  to-geder;  But  fe  tode.hadde  ny  J^e  victorie, 
and  ny  ouercome  fe  serpent.  And  ^whenne  the  knyth  sawe  |3is 
bataiH,  he  com  to,  An  smot  the  toode,  and  deliue?'ed  pe  serpent  fro 
detfi.  So  aftirward'  whenne  the  kny3t  Avas  on  his  bed,  and  grete 
lobour  fat  he  hadde  on  the  day  Afore  made  him  to  slepe  hard' ;  And 
alle  fe  tyme  fe  toode  had'  folowid'  him  afer.  And  whenne  the 
kny3t  was  a-slepe,  fe  toode  enteryd  in  to  his  bed'.  And  3ede  vp  on  Jje 
brest  of  fe  kny3t,  afore  ]5e  herte.  And  ther  he  fastenyd'  his  iiij  feete. 
And  when  Jje  kny3t  was  wakid'  of  his  slepe,  he  perceyvid  fe  toode, 
and  wit/i  a  ferdnesse  clepyd  his  Chambirlayne,  and  bad  him  to  geete 
a  li3t.  And  whenne  the  candeH:  was  li3t,  J)ey  sawe  fuUy  the  toode 
sitting  on  his  brest ;  And  none  of  hem  might  pluk  it  awey  Wit/i  no 
crafte.  And  feune  seide  fe  kny5t,  "  Alias  !  pis  is  pe  toode  pat  I 
smot  for  pe  serpent ;  Alias  !  now  it  woH:  sle  me."  And  so  sat  pe 
toode  alle  pat  3ere,  and  secke  his  blod,  in  maner  of  a  childe  att  pe 
pappis  of  his  modir.  So  that  the  kny3t  was  ny  distroyd'  and  lost, 
Nethir  pe?*  was  no  leche  that  my3t  helpe  him.  Tho  pis  kny3t  made 
his  testament,  and  made  him  redy'to  his  deth;  And  ofte  tyme  he 
•  sprit,  MS.  ""  leaf  151,  col.  2. 
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vsid  to  ligge  ny  Jie  fire,  for  to  haue  comfort  and  recreacion)  of  fe  fire. 
And  as  he  lay  in  a  certeyne  tyme  by  the  fire,  in  si^yngis  and  grynt- 
ingis,  he  lokid  toward  fe  dore  of  Jje  haH,  and  he  saw  Tpe  serpent, 
which  J)at  he  helpe  ajenst  fe  toode,  stonde  in  the  dore.  And  anoon) 
J)e  knjyt  cride  to  his  seruau??tis,  and  seide,  "  goo  ^e  out  of  Jje  haH 
echon,  for  I  se  it  for  whos  love  I  suflfre  this  torment;  for  I  trowe 
that  now  he  woH  fi3t  witJi  this  toode,  that  thus^  noyij)  me."  And 
chargid  hem  fat  fei  shvild'  come  a^en  with  oute  delay,  whenne  he 
cryde  after  hem,  fat  fei  shulde  helpe  fe  serpent  in  aH  fat  fei  my3te 
a;enst  f e  toode ;  For  if  fe  toode  slo  fe  se?"pent,  f e  same  toode  woH 
sle  him  after.  And  the  seruauntis  3ede  out  of  the  haH  echon. 
And  the  serpent  enterid  in  to  f  e  halle ;  And  whenne  f  e  toode  saw 
him  come,  he  drow  out  on  of  his  feet  fro  fe  brest,  And  after  fe 
secunde,  and  so  fe  third',  and  fe  furth.  And  he  sterte  to  f e  serpent, 
in  fe  myddis  of  fe  haH,  And  f er  thei  foujte  to-geder.  And  whan 
the  knyjt  sawe  fis,  he  was  ynly  glad,  and  cryde  After  his  seruauntis, 
and  seide,  "  helpif  now,  helpe,  helpe,  aH  that  ben  my  meyny  ! " 
And  whenne  fe  seruauntis  hirde  hire  lord  crye,  they  come  in  with  a 
swift  cours,  and  slow  the  toode  withe  staffis  and  swerdis.  Tho  f e 
se/-pent  ascendid  in  to  f e  brest  of  fe  kny3t,  ^  wlier  as  the  toode  had 
y-fastenyd'  his  feete ;  And  yn  fe  same  place  wher  as  the  toode  had 
sette  his  first  foote,  he  drow  out  aH  fe  venyn)  fat  was  lefte  in  f e 
kny3t,  and  [cast]  it  out  afore  aH  men.  And  fen  fe  kny3t  co?n- 
maundid  to  his  seruaunte3,  fat  fei  shuld  3eve  s.wete  milke  to  fe 
serpent ;  And  so  it  was  y-do  in  dede.  And  f  o  f  e  serpent  drow  to 
the  dore,  and  bowid  dou?i  his  hede  to  f  e  kny3t,  As  thonkyng^  him  for 
saving  of  his  life ;  And  after  fat  f e  serpent  was  no  more  y-seyn),  and 
the  kny3t  receivid'  hele,  And  endid  faire  his  life. 

MORALITE. 

Dere  frendis,  this  Emperour  is  the  fadir  o  hevene ;  The  kny3t 
is  euery  good  cristin  man  that  lovith  god  w/t/i  perfite  herte ;  The 
serpent  is  our  lord  Ihe^us  Crist ;  And  f  e  toode  is  f  e  deviH.  Theise 
two  fowte  to-geder  vn  to  f e  time  fat  f e  toode,  scil.  the  deviH,  had 
ny  f e  victorie.  In  so  moch  fat  he  hadde  ny  take  in  to  his  power  aH 
'  this,  MS.  *  leaf  151,  back,  col.  1. 
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liis  peple,  afore  J»e  Advente  of  criste.  And  Jjcyfor,  man,  do  as  dyd 
))e  knj^te;  helpe  ])i  lord  a^enst  the  deviH,  by  doyng  of  meritory 
workis,  and  so  he  shaH  be  confoundid.  So  at  ])e  laste  fe  deviH:  had 
envenemyd  aH:  mankynd,  And  lay  vpon)  our  brestcA",  and  held  m  pa . 
bond  of  seruitute  of  synne,  scil.  oare  first  faderis,  with  aH  hire 
ofspringe ;  And  drowe  hem  to  heH,  vnto  fe  time  fat  Jie  serpent  com 
a3en,  scil.  our  lord^  Ihesu  Criste,  Jjat  sterte  in  to  ]je  crosse,  and 
fowte  \>er  with  ]je  toode,  and  cast  out  aH  jje  venjan  of  synne,  bi  his 
blessid  passion).  And  )3erfor  we  sholde  3eve  to  him  swete  mylke, 
scil.  by  shewing  of  goode  werkis  of  kyndnesse,  Abstinence  fro  synne, 
and  almysdede ;  And  Jjenne  withowte  dowte  we  shuH  ende  faire,  and 
have  the  blisse  of  heven). 

[  in.  ] 

EMPERATOR  DEOCLICIANUS. 

(of  the  magic  image  and  the  enchanted  chamber.  HARL.  MS.   7333.) 

Deoclician  was  Enipe^'our  in  J)e  Cite  of  Rome,  in  ]>e  Empire  of 
whom  was  a  philosophre,  callid  Lenoppus,  fe  which  had  bi  his 
crafte  sette  vp  an  ymage,  pe  which,  put  out  an  bond  with  a  fynge?', 
and  vp  on  the  finger  was  wretyn  wordis  percute  hie,  That  is  to  sey, 
Smyte  here.  This  ymage  stode  per  long,  &  many  a  day  after  fe  deth 
of  fe  philosophre  ;  and  many  come  to  fiis  finger,  and  Radde  the 
supe?'scripcioii),  but  fey  vndirstode  it  not,  &  therfore  fei  hadde  moch 
niarvaile  what  it  shuld  mene.  So  in  a  certeyne  tyme  per  com  a 
clerke  of  feri''  contreys,  and  ofte  tymis  he  sawe  pis,  ymage.  And  fis 
finger  witli  pe,  scri^jture.  And  in  a  certeyne  day  he  toke  a  shoviH, 
and  dyggyd  in  the  erth,  vndir  ^fe  superscripcion).  And  anon)  he 
fond  a  hous  of  marbiH:  vndir  J)e  Erth  ;  and  thanne  he  went  dowii), 
and  enterid*  in  to  the  haH,  and  per  he  fond  so  many  riche  iewelis 
and  marvelous  fingys,  that  no  tu/^ge  cowde  teH.  Aftir  fis  he  sawe 
a  bord  or  a  table,  i-sprad  w/t7i  rich  metys  y-nowe  per  vppou).  thenne 
he  lokid  afer,  and  sawe  stonding  a  charbuncle  stou),  the  which  ^af 
li^t  ouer  aH  the  hous ;  And  ajenst  hit  stod'  a  man),  with  a  bowe  in 
his  hond,  redy  for  to  schete.  This  clerke  perceivid  weH  this  sight, 
•  lor,  MS.  ^  leaf  151,  back,  col.  2. 
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and  Jjoute,  foj  I  teH  jjis  si3tli  whenne  I  am  a-go  hens,  no  man)  woH 
trowe  me,  And  jjerfore  I  woH  take  som)  of  jjis  goode,  in  tokne.  he 
stirte  to  jje  borcB,  and  tooke  a  faire  gilt*  cowpe,  and  put  it  vp ;  And 
anoon)  the  man)  with  \>e  bowe  sheet  to  the  charbuncleston),  so  soore, 
that  it  ^ede  on  sundre,  and  J)o  was  aH  the  li3t  agon).  And  pe  hous 
was  fuH  of  dorknesse.  And  whenne  fe  clerke  sawe  Jjis,  he  wepte 
soore,  for  he  wiste  not  how  to  passe  ont,  for  dorknesse ;  And  Jjerfore 
he  dwelte  per  stiH,  and  per  he  endyd  his  lif ,  &c. 


MORALITE. 

Goode  men,  jjis  ymage  that  is  tlms^  y-paynt,  is  the  deveH,  pe 
which  seith  eue?'more,  Percute  liic,  Smyte  here,  that  is  to  sey,  he 
puttith  in  our  hertes  Erthely  thingis.  And  biddith  vs  take  hem,  but 
he  woH  neue?*  speke  of  hevinly  thingis.  The  clerke  fat  smytith 
wit/i  the  shoviH  bitokenyth  jje  wise  men  of  J)is  wordle,  and  ben 
advocatis,  and  pletouris,  Jje  which  by  sotilte  and  wickidnesse  getith 
pQ  goode  of  J?is  wordle,  and  p&  vanyteys  of  fis  wordle.  And  whenne 
thei  have  geten  henj  wz't/i  such  worchiijg,  they  fynditli  many 
marvellous  Jjingis,  fat  is  to  sey,  dilectabiH  fingis  of  pe  wordle,  in 
J?e  which  J)oi  haue  gret  dilectation).  The  charbuncleston)  fat  3evit& 
lijt  is  fe  yowth  of  man),  fe  whiclj  3evith  to  nian  hardinesse  to  haue 
dilectacion)  and  liking  ^  the  wordly  fingis.  The  archer  fat  shetith 
is  deth,  f  e  which  stondith  eijej-more  redy  in  awaite,  for  to  shete  his 
dart,  Now  the  clerke  fanne  takith.  a  knyfe, — what  is  that]  the 
wordly  man,  trowiijg^  to  haue  aH  thingis  at  his  owne  wiH: ;  But  in 
that  trust  The  archej"  shetith  att  f  e  Charbuncleston),  That  is  to  sey, 
deth  shetith  his  schotys  to  f  e  3owth  of  man,  and  smytith  his  strenght, 
and  his  my3te;  And  fenne  lieth  ^the  yowth  in  derkenesse  of  synne, 
In  the  which  derkenesse  many  men  oftyn  tyme  deyeth.  And  pcre.- 
fore  lat  vs  fle  aH  lustys,  and  alj  likingys,  and  fenne  we  schuH  not 
fade  of  Euerlasting  lijt,  Ad  quam  nos  2?%xducat,  &c. 

'  l^is,  MS.  ■■'  and  liking  an  liking,  MS. 
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[IV.] 
EMPERATOR  TITUS. 

(op    the   knight    who    saved    a    CITY    AND    WAS    UNGRATEFULLY    PUT 
TO    DEATH    BY    SOME    OF    ITS    INHABITANTS.       EARL.  MS.  7333.) 

rr^ytus  was  a  wyse  Ernperour  regnyd  in  fe  Cite  of  Rome ;  and  he 
JL  made  a  lawe,  Jjat  euery  ded  kny^t  shulcB  be  buried  in  his  armour 
and  armys,  And  iff*  ony  man)  weere  so  haj-dy  for  to  spoyle  him  of  his 
armys,  after  fat  he  were  y-buriecB,  he  shiilct  lese  Ms  hfe,  vfith  oute 
ony  ayenst-stondyng^.  So,  szVys,  hit  happid'  -with  Inn)  a  fewe  3eris, 
J)at  a  certeyn)  Cite  of  Jje  Empire  was  biseigyd  witJi  enyjous  men  and 
enemeys  of  Jje  Emperoure,  in  so  moche,  fat  fe  Cite  was  In  pereH, 
and  in  poynt  to  be  loste,  iN'e  per  was  uon)  vfith  inne  fe  Cite  J>at  my3t 
defend  him  selfe  with  no  Crafte ;  And  perfoTQ  grete  sorowe  and  moch 
si3yng  was  in  eue?'y  strete  of  pe  Cite.  So  -with  Inne  fewe  days  after 
per  com  toward  pe  Cite  a  faire,  yong,  and  welfaryng  knyjt ;  And 
whenne  J)e  cheventeyns  of  the  cite  s.awe  him,  Thenking  fat  he 
semyd  to  be  a  dowty  man,  Thei  prayd  him  all  to-geder  with  a  gret 
voys,  that  he  wold'  fuch-safe  to  helpe  hem  ayenst  they>-e  enemeys, 
in  fat  grete  nede.  Thenne  seide  f e  knyjt,  "  Parde,  szVys,  ^e  see 
weH  that  I  have  noon)  armour  ne  armys,  to  defende  yowe ;  And  iffe  I 
hadde,  I  wold  defend  you  with  a  goode  wiH."  Heryng  fes  wordes,  a 
grete  worthi  man  of  f  e  Cite  seide  preuely,  "  Here  beside,"  quof  he, 
"  lieth  a  knyjt  ded,  and  on  his  body  is  goode  armour',  and  long  hath 
y-leye  on  f  e  erthe,  as  the  lawe  wold' ;  And  f erfore,  sir,"  he  seide,  *'  if 
it  like  you,  3e  may  defende  fe  Cite."  And  so  fis  yong  kny3t  dude, 
and  armyd  him  with  the  armour,  and  fought  with  the  enemeys,  and 
wan  f  e  victorie,  and  deliuered  f  e  Cite  fro  periH: ;  And  after  he  putte 
vp  a3en  praiely  the  armour  in  the  sepulcre.  But  fer  were  fals 
traytoi/rys  of  fe  same  cite,  that  hadden  indignacion)  and  envie  fat 
he  wan  so  f  e  victorie ;  And  went  and  accusid  him  to  [the]  luge, 
sayng^,  "  The  lawe  of  the  Ernperour  is  such,  that  if  ony  man  with- 
drawe  othir  spoile  f  e  dede,  he  shuk?  be  ded ;  And  such  a  kny3t  hath 
y-spoylid  such  a  ded  kny3t  of  his  armour*,  with  the  which  he  clothid 
him,  and  ^defendid  fe  Cite;  And  fe?-fore  we  aske  of  you,  fat  it  be 

•  leaf  152,  col.  2. 
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procedid  a3enst  him,  as  owitB  to  be  dou  a3en  a  breker  of  )je  lawe  of 
fe  Enipe?'our."  Then  the  luge  made  the  kny3t  to  be  Itake,  and  to 
be  brought  afore  him,  and  per  he  Eeprevid  him  of  such  a  trespace. 
And  fenne  the  kny3t  answerid,  and  seide,  "  Sire,  hit  is  wreten,  that 
of  too  Evelis  Ipe  lasse  EviH  is  to  be  chosyn).  For  it  is  not  vnknowe 
to  you,  Jjat  pe  cite  was  in  gret  pe?-ill,  And  if  I  hadde  not  take  |)at 
avmour,  I  hadde  not  deliu^red  pe  cite,  nor  yow  neijjer ;  And  periove 
me  thenkith  I  shold'  vaper  have  hye  honour  and  thonking  of  you  for 
my  goode  dede,  than  such  vilany  ;  For  I  am  y-brou3t  hedir  as  a  thefe 
to  be  hongid.  Also,  sire,  anoper  resone  is  for  me.  who  so  with- 
drawej)  ony  thing*  thefly,  he  purposith  not  to  here  it  a3en ;  But,  sir, 
it  was  not  so  witht  me,  For  JJ03  I  toke  as  in  borowing  pe  armour  of 
Jte  ded  kny3t,  to  deliuer  the  Cite  per  -with,  as  soone  as  I  liadde  de- 
liveryd  pe  Cite,  and  hadde  pe  victorye,  I  bare  the  armour  a3en,  so 
that  the  dede  had  his  owne,  as  pe  lawe  woH  it."  Then  spake  pe 
luge,  and  seide,  "  I  sette  cas,  j^at  a  thefe  make  an  hole  in  a  hous,  for 
to  take  out  good,  and  after  to  bring  it  ajen,  I  pray  pe,  kny3t,  lat  see, 
say  whedir  doith  he  wele  or  no  1 "  "  Sir,"  qnop  the  kny3t,  "  Some 
tyme  is  such  holiyng  and  perforacion  goode,  and  not  wikkid',  as  if 
ony  firle  or  make  an  hole  in  a  feble  walle  of  a  feble  hous,  in  entent 
Jjat  pe  lord  of  pe  hous  make  Jje  wait  strenger,  for  perill  of  thefis,  ]jat 
Jjei  entre  not  so  li3tely,  if  thei  come."  Thenne  seide  the  luge,  "sir, 
foj  such  perforacion)  be  goode,  and  don  for  pat  Jie  waH:  shuld  be 
made  moore  silvir  and  stronge/*,  3it  is  violence  y-made  to  pe  lord  of 
J?e  hous ;  and  so  Avith  pe,  For  }>03  pat  po\i  dudist  goode  vfith  pe 
armys  of  pe  kny3t,  3it  pon  dudist  violence  to  pe  dede,  in  that  pa 
toke  away  his  armour."  Thenne  seide  pe  kny3t,  "  8ir,  I  seide  to 
you  erwhile,  ))at  if  too  Ivelis  wer*  co??imaundid,  pe  lesse  were  to  be 
chosyne.  And  that  IviH,  by  doyng*  of  which  comith  good  and  profitt*, 
shold  not  be  y-callid  an  IveH  dede,  but  a  goode  dede  fat  was  like  to 
an  IviH ;  as  thus,  loo  !  If  per  weere  an  hous  in  pe  cite  I-sette  afire, 
and  bigonne  to  brenne,  weere  it  not  better  to  drawe  downe  pe  hous 
Jjat  stondith  next,  or  elles  fat  fei  take  fire  also,  And  so  aH  pe  cite  be 
brend?  And  so,  sir,  pe  armour,  If  I  hadde  not  ^  taken  it  out  for  a 
tyme  pe  armour  of  the  dede  kny3t,  ellis  jje  Cite  and  je  aH  shuld  haue 

'  leaf  152,  back,  col.  1. 
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ben  distroyd."  Thenne  the  luge  hering  his  resonabiH  and  his  wise 
answeris,  he  myjt  3eve  no  dome  a3enst  him.  But  the  false  traitowrs 
that  accusid  him,  slowe  him,  and  morderyd  him,  and  Jierfore  was 
made  grete  sorowe  in  \)e  Cite.  And  fenne  thei  buryed  fe  body  of  jje 
kny3t,  worthely  among  hem  in  a  newe  sepulcre. 

MORALITE. 

"WorshipfuH  Seris,  fis  Emperour  is  fe  Fadir  of  heuene.  The 
city  bisegid  is  ]jis  wordle,  the  which  is  bisegid  Mvith  develis,  and 
with  synnys ;  And  aH  Jiat  were  in  \ie  Cite  were  in  poynt  to  be  loste, 
when  aH  jjat  were  afore  the  passion)  of  Criste  were  in  fe  power  of  pe 
deviH,  and  my3te  not  helpe  hem  selue.  The  yong  kny3t  j?at  comyth 
to  pe  cite,  scil.  that  is  to  sey,  to  J>e  wordle,  is  oure  lord,  Jje  do3ty 
werrowr,  ihesn  criste,  ]jat  hadde  noon  armour,  scil.  manhode,  vnto 
Jje  time  that  he  had  gon  vnto  fe  sepulcre,  scil.  }>e  wombe  of  the 
blessid  virgin  seynt  Marie,  by  pe  annuwciacion)  of  the  aungel, 
seying*,  Sjjiritus  sanctus  sujyexueniet  in  te.  Ecce  concipies  et  paries 
filium.,  &c.  And  so  he  toke  in  ])e  wombe  of  fe  virgin  marie  pe 
armure  of  the  dede  knyte,  st'i7.  kyude  of  ]je  first  fadir  Adam ;  And 
per  he  fojte  wz't/i  fe  enemeys  by  his  blessid  passion,  and  deliue?*ed 
the  wordle,  wi't/i  aU  mankynde,  fro  pe;'iH.  And  ])enne  he  put  fe 
armour  a3en  in  jje  erth,  whenne  his  body  was  put  in  J?e  sepulcre. 
But  pe  Citeseyns,  pat  is  to  say,  Jewis  and  paynyms,  ];o3  J»ei  were  of 
peple  |)at  crist  come  for  to  save,  3it  fei  accusid  him  to  j)ilat,  and 
alegid  per  a3en  hym,  For  J>e  Empe?"Oi«'  and  his  lawe,  this  seying*,  Si 
hunc  dimittis,  non  es  amicus  Cesaris,  Tliis  is  to  sey,  Iffe  pow.  leve  him, 
and  sle  him  not,  pou  art  not  Frend  neper  trewe  to  J)e  Emperowr ;  for 
after  pe  lawe  he  owith  to  be  dede.  But  3it  pQ  luge  cowde  not  3eve 
dome  him  selfe,  as  pey  askyd,  but  comwittyd  him  to  hem  a3en  ;  and 
Jjenne  pei  slowe  him,  and  morderyd  him ;  and  in  pe  thirde  day  he 
ros  fro  his  deth,  and  after  ascendid  vp  to  ioye  and  glorye,  Ad  quam 
nos  perducat,  qui  cum  Pati'e  ^  Spirits  >Sancto,  &c. 

\A.s  the  next  Story  appears  also  in  the  Second  Version  of  the  Gesta, 
Additional  MS.  90G6,  British  Museum,  this  latter  text  is  j^rittted, 
solid,  under  that  from  Harleian  MS.  7333,  and  has  been  collated  with 
MS.  Kk  I.  6,  in  the  Universittj  Library,  Cainbridge.  The  various 
readings  are  shoion  in  the  footnotes^ 
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EMPERATOE  BETOLDUS. 
(op  the  woman  who  was  imprisoned  for  adultery,  together 

WITH    her    infant    SON.       EARL.  MS.  7333.) 

Betoldus  regnyd  a  wis  Emperoure  yn  Ipe  Cyte  of  Eome ;  fe  wliicB 
ordeynyd  for  a  lawe,  that  eiiery  woman  Jjat  tooke  an  o]?er  man 
than  hire  husboi>d',  J)at  J?ei  shuld  be  piit  to  perpetueH  prison). 
There  was  a  kny^t  hadde  a  faire  wife,  fat  tooke  an  o])er  vndir  him,  and 
in  avowtry  was  witJi  childe  ;  and  |3e?-fore  by  the  lawe  Jjis  woman)  was  ^ 
derayd  to  perpetuaH  prison).  In  fe  which  prison)  sche  bro3te  forth, 
and  bare  a  faire  childe,  a  sone.  This  child  wex  vnto  the  age  of  vij 
^ere.  The  lady  his  modir  vsith  euery  day  gretly  to  sorowe  and  to 
wepe.  In  a  day  J?is  childe  sawe  his  moder  wepe ;  he  spake  to  hire, 
and  seide,  "  Modir,  why  wepist  fou  1  teH  me  pe  cause  of  pi  sorow- 
ing<."  "  A !  deer*  sone,"  quo])  she,  "  I  have  gret  cause  to  sorowe,  and 
J)ou  eke ;  For  ouer  our  hedis  ys  passage  and  goyng*  of  peple,  and  pere 
shynith  the  sonne  in  here  clerenesse,  and  solas  per  is  y-had ;  and 
pon  and  I  buj)  here  in  perpetuel  derkenesse,  In  so  moch  pat  I  may 

'  leaf  152,  back,  col.  2. 

[Second  Version.     Addit.  IIS.  90G6.] 
II.   (leaf  8.) 

Betaldus  in  the  Citee  of  Rome  reigned',  a  fuH'  wise  man  ;  that  made 
a  law,  that  what  woman  that^  were  weilded',  and  were  take  in 
avowtrye,  her  husbond?  livyng,  She  shuld?  be  take,  and  put  into^ 
perpetueH  prison).  H  There  was  tliat  tyme  a  knyght,  that  hacf  a  right 
faire  w^'f^,  that  dicJ  avowtry,  and  was  with  childe,  ^  wherfor,  after 
the  law,  she  was  put  'into^  prison);  and  'ther  she  was,  and  the  chilcf 
also,*  tille  he  come  to  the^  age  of  vij.^  ;  and  the  modir  every  day 
wept,  and  sorowed'  bitterly.  II  The  child',  whan  he  saw  his  modir  so 
wepe  and  sorow,  he  said?  to  her,  "  0  !  modir,  whi  wepe  ye,  and  for 
what  cause  are  ye  so  sorye  ?  "  IT  The  modir  said',  "  0  !  my  swete  sone, 
a  grete  cause  have  I  'so  to  sorow,'''  and  thou  also  ;  ffor  above  oure 
hede  there ^  is  a^  transite  of  men,  and  there  the  sonne  shyneth^''  in 
his  clerte,  and  aH  solace  is  there,"  and  we  are^^  jj^  ^  contynueH 

'  Om.         *  in.         '  done  in.         *  and  when  tyme  come,  she  had  a  fayre 
sone  in  the  prisone,  and  there  the  child  was.  *  Om.  *  vij.  zere. 

'  to  wepe.         *  Om.         "  a  grete.         '"  is  shynyng.         "  Om,         '*  are  here. 
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not  see  fe,  ne  ])ou  me ;  And  Jjerfore  alias  !  that  ener  I  was  bore  yn  to 
)jis  worcUe."  Thenne  spake  the  childe  to  his  moder,  "  such  loye  or 
such  li3t  as  fou  spekist  of,  sawe  I  neuer,  and  Jjerfore  I  knowe  not 
what  it  meenyth ;  For  here  in  fis  derkenesse  I  was  y-hore,  and  J)er- 
fore  if  I  have  mete  and^  drynke  y-nowe,  it  were  plesing  to  me  to 
dwelle  here  stille,  aH  the  days  of  my  life.  And  ]je?-fore,  modir,  I 
p?-ay  fe,  wepe  not,  but  make  nie  solas  and  comfort,  and  chere  me." 
In  aH  the  tyme  of  this  lamentaciou)  bitwene  fe  moder  and  pe  sone, 
the  emperours  stiward  stod  oue?-  hire  hedys,  and  hurd,  and  hadde 
gret  compassion)  and  pite  ;  and  went  to  fe  emperour,  and^  knelid, 
and  praide  for  hire  delyue?'aunce ;  and  the  Emperow?"  grantyd  his 
bone,  and  soo  they  weei-"  delyuerd,  &c. 

moraliTe. 

Seris,  ])is  Emperour  is  pe  Fadir  of  hevene,  Jjat  ordeynyd  a  lawe, 
that  if  ony  woman),  &c.  scil.  If  ony  sowle^  fe  which  is  spouse  of 

'  an,  MS. 
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derknesse,  so  grete,  that  thou  may  not  se  me,  ne  I  the.  Alias  !  alias  ! 
that  ever  I  was  conseived'  of  my  modir*."  II  The  sone^  said',  "  0  ! 
swete  modir,  suche  a^  loye  and  lyght  as  ye  speke  of  saw  I  nevei'', 
ne  perseived',  for  I  was  born)  here  in  this  derke  prison) ;  but^  while 
I  have  here*  plente  of  mete  and  drynt,  it  pleaseth  me  wele  to  live 
here  alt  my  lyf-tyme.  And  therefoi'',  modir,  wepe  not,  but  shew  me 
solace,  and  so  sbaH  I  shew^  to  you."  H  While  this  lamentacion)*^  was 
made  bitwene  the  modir  and  the  sone.  The  Steward  of  the  Emperour 
stode  over^  her  hedes,  and  herd?  her  wordes ;  and  whan  he  had'  herd' 
her  Svordes,  and  her^  lamentacion),  he  had'  rewthe  on  hem,  and 
went  vnto^  the  Emp6/'oui'',  and  kneled',^**  and  praied'  for  the  modir 
and  the  sone,  that  thei  myght  be  delivered  out  of  prison).  IT  The 
Emperour,  that  was  mercyfuH,  graunted?  that  thei  shuld'  be  delyvered'. 
So  that  yf  the  woman  trespassed',  'efte  sones,^^  hei-*  payn)  shuld'  ^^  be 
dowbled'.  and  so  thei  were  delyuered?,  and  the  woman  lived'  holilye  ^^ 
aH  her  lyf-time,  and  ended'  in  pease. 

Declaracio.    Erendes,  this  Emperour  is  the  Eadir  of  heven),  that 
made  this  law,  that  yf  a  wedded'  woman,  that  is,  the  soule,  the  whiche 

'  childe.  "^  Om.  '  for.  ■•  Om.  *  Om. 

®  wemytacion.  ''  aboue.  "  Om.  ^  to.  '"  knelyd  on  his  kue 

"  eft  sone.  '■  shalle.  '^  holyly  afterwards. 
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god,  trespassid  in  avowtrye,  soil.  In  eny  dedly  synne,  Thenne  hit 
schuld?  be  demyd  to  perpetuel  pr/son)  of  lieli.  And  Jjerfore,  ])on 
soule,  if  J?ou  trespace  in  ony  dedly  synne  a^en  fe  wiH:  of  ))i  lord 
god,  j)i  spouse,  Jjorj  whicR  synne  povL  art  dampnabiH  in  to  sucli 
a  pr/son),  Thenne  behovith  the  gretly  to  sorowe  and  wepe.  For  Jjou 
art  fanne  a-sundrid  fro  ]je  li3t,  and  fro  fe  glorie  of  hevene  above 
fine  hed.  The  sone  fat  seith,  as  long  as  I  may  have  mete  and 
drinke  y-nowe,  bitokenith,  Jje  Eiche  and  fe  niy3ty  wordly  man)  of 
J)is  wordle,  fe  which  in  hire  hertis,  when  pj'elatis  and  prechours 
spekith  to  hem  eue?-lasting  li3t  and  loye  of  hevene,  thei  sey,  "  ^e, 
Jje  whilis  we  may  be  heere,  and  have  such  solas  and  comfort  as  ■  we 
have,  we  sette  not  bye  ofer  hevene,  ne  rekke  we  how  long  we  bide 
in  such  derkenesse  of  sjime,  and  of  thraldom ; "  and  fat  is  gretly  to 
be  sorowid.  This  stiward,  fat  heritfi  this  lamentacion),  ys  our 
lord,  that  heritht  the  p?-meteis  of  ^our  hertys,  and  lovith  contricion) 
for  synnes.  What  doith  he  1  He  goitfit  to  f  e  Fadir  of  hevene,  and 
praith  for  vs  to  be  loosid  fro  f e  hard  blynde  hertis.  In  so  moch, 

'  leaf  153,  col,  1. 
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is  goddes  wyf*,  do  dedly  synne,  [she]  shaH  everlastyngly  be  take  to  the 
prison)  of  belle,  yf  she  dye  in  dedly  synne,  and  wille  not  amende  her. 
IT  Wherfor,  yf  thi  soule  have  done  avowtrye  ayenst  god',  that  is,  dedely 
1  synne,  grete  cause  of  sorowyng  thou  hast,  For  thou  art  departed 
from  the  light  and  the  loye  of  heven).  IT  The  sone,  that  said',  "  while 
I  have  plente  of  mete  and  drynt,"  By  hym  are  vndirstonde  thise 
grete  worldly  men,  that  whan  thei  here  speke  of  the  grete  light  and 
blisse  of  heven),  thei  make  no  force,  for  they  have  here  welfare  and 
likyng  of  the  world! ;  IF  And  also  men  of  holy  chirche,  whan  thei  preche 
of  holy  chirche,  and  of  the  grete  glorie  and  blisse  that  is  in  heven) ; 
And  some  say  as  the  sone  said*,  IF  "  Have  we  plente  of  metes  and 
drynkes,  and  solace  of  the  worldf  in  aH  thyng,  we  desire  no  thyng 
of  the  loye  of  heven)."  IF  Thise  ben  heretikes,  of  hem  that  saiden), 
that  is  gretly  to  sorow.  The  Steward',  that  herd'  the  lamentacion)  of 
the  modir  and  of  her  sone,  Is  oure  lord'  Thesu.  crist  in  heven)  above 
vs,  that  knoweth  aH  oure  wordes,  and  aH  oure  werkes,  and  the  lest 
thought  of  oure  herte ;  IF  And  Avhan  he  hereth  the  lamentacion)  that 
we  make  for  our  synne,  he  hathe  rewthe  and  compassion)  of  vs,  and 
loveth  mekeH  that  we  have  contriccion)  of  oure  synne,  ^  Than  he 
goth  to  his  fadir,  and  besely  praieth,  that  we  may  be  delyvered'  out 

'  leaf  8,  back. 
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that  if  we  woH  vs  selfe  be  deliveryd?  out  of  prison),  we  mow,  And 
come  to  euerlastinge  blisse,  and  fe  li3t  above,  Ad  quam  nos  et  vos 
perdiicaf,  &c. 

[  VI.  ] 
EMP^iJATOE  POMPEIUS. 

(how   the    lame   man    and    the    blind    man    found    their   WAT   TO 
THE   emperor's   FEAST.       HARL.  MS.  7333.) 

Pompeius  was  a  wise  Empe?-our,  regnyng*  in  Jje  cite  of  Eome ; 
And  he  lete  make  a  p/oclamacion)  jjor^  ali  his  Empire,  fat  he 
wold  make  a  gret  generall  f este,  And  fat  aH  poor*  and  Rich  shuld 
come  to  fat  feste ;  For  fey  shuld'  [not]  only  be  wele  y-fed.  But  also  that 
f  ei  shuld  have  many  faire  3ifti3.  whenne  the  bedell  hadde  y-makid' 
this  proclamacion),  Ther  lay  by  the  wey  too  feble  men,  a  blynde  And 
a  lame.  Thoo  fe  blynde  seide  to  fe  lame,  his  felowe,  ''Woo  be 
now  to  me  and  to  f  e,  For  how  may  we  too  do  !  The  Emperour  hath 
makid  such  a  proclamacion),  fat  he  woH  make  a  generall  feste,  And 
who  that  euer  eomith  thedir,  he  shaH  Fare  wele  of  metis  And  drinkis, 
And  also  be  avaujicyd  for  euermore ;  And  I  am  blind,  and  f  ou  art 
lame,  And  ferfore  neyfer  of  vs  may  come  fere."     "3e,"  q"of  fe 
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of  prison)  of  synne,  yf  Ave  wille  ;  And  so  it  folowith  we  shaH  have 
the  everlastyng  light  and  loye  and  blisse  of  heven).  To  the  whiche 
brynge  vs  aH  the  mercifuH  lord'  and  pacient  lord'  Ihe^-u  crist !  Amen. 

[  XL.  leaf  56.  ] 

POmpeius  in  the  Cite  of  rome  reigned,  a  full  wise  ma??,  and 
amonge  othere  virtues  he  was  right  me?-cyfuH ;  wherfore  he  did 
Crie  throw  oute  his  Empire  a  feste,  that  eue?y  man)  rich  and  pore 
shuld  come  to  the  feste,  and  aH  f«t  comen  to  the  feste  shuld  not  only 
be  fedde,  but  he  shuld  haue  many  giftes.  when  the  bediH  had  p?-o- 
clamed  this  throw  oute  aH  the  Empire,  there  were  that  tyme  twoo 
feble  meii)  lyeng*  by  the  way;  oon)  was  halte,  and  the  tothere 
blynde.  The  blynde  man)  saide  to  f  e  Crokyd,  "  Alas  ! "  he  saide, 
"woo  is  the  and*^  me  ;  how  mow  we  do]  The  Empero?<r  ^hathe  do 
crie  2  a  grete  feste  generaH  to  aH ;  and  who  that  Euer  comyth  thid- 
dere,  he  shaH  not  only  haue  a  feste,  but  also  many  giftes.  I  am 
blynde,  and  thou  arte  Crokyd  and  feble,  and  may  not  go ;  and  I 
1  leaf  56,  back.  ^  cried,  MS. 
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lame  man,  "  I  shall  shew  fe  a  goode  wit  in  fis  cas ;  and  if  pou  wolt 
do  after  my  conseile,  Jjou  shalt  not  repente.  Now  herken  me ;  I  am 
lame  and  feble,  fat  I  may  not  goo,  but  I  may  see,  And  fou  art 
strong  and  swifte  of  foote,  but  J)ou  may  not  see.  Take  me  vpon  ]>i 
bak,  and  here  me,  And  I  shaH  teche  pe  the  rijte  way,  And  so  we 
bojje  shuH  come  thedir."  "  This  is  a  goode  conseile,"  seide  J)e  blinde 
man,  "  come  vp  fast  vpon)  my  bak,  and  teche  me  fe  rijte  wey,  as  fou 
seist,  and  so  we  both  shuH  come  thedir,  I  trowe,  as  J50U  seist,"  &c. 

MORALITE. 

Dere  frendis,  J)is  Emperour  is  our  lord  ihesu  criste,  fat  hath 
y-made  a  general!  proclamacion).  And  a  generaH  feste,  scil.  the  loye  of 
hevene,  to  fe  Avhich  ioye  he  hath  calhd  aH  mankynde;  for  he 
deniith  to  no  man  fat  ioy,  if  fey  woH  come  per  to.  By  f is  lame  or 
halting  man  buf  vndirstond  prelatis  of  holy  chirche,  as  ben  pre- 
chours,  and  confessowi's ;  and  f  ei  ben  callid  lame,  or  halting  men, 
for  fey  have  not  of  hire  owne  to  lyve  with,  but  of  tythingis,  and  of 
almys-dede  of  seculers.  By  f  e  biynde  man  we  shuH  vndirstond  f  e 
lewde  seculers,  fat  ben  biynde,  yn  as  moch  as  fei  conne  not  ^see  the 
right  way  toward  ioye  ;  and  fe/-fore  iff*  theise  too  men  woH  come 
to-geder  to  f e  feste  of  Hevene,  f e  blind,  scil.  f e  lewde  men,  most 

•  leaf  153,  col.  2; 
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may  wele  se,  and«  thou  arte  stronge  and^  myghty,  and'  may  not  se." 
he  seide,  "  thou  croked'  man),  thou  shalte  take  me  on  thi  back,  and' 
bere  me,  and'  I  wil  lede  the  by  the  right  way."  and'  so  they  did- 
den),  and'  comen)  bothe  to  the  feste,  and'  ressayued'  grete  mede  anionge 
other  ;  and'  so  they  endid?  here  life  in  pease. 

[Declaracio.]  Frendes,  this  Empero?i/'  is  oure  lorde  Ihesu  criste, 
the  which  hathe  done  crie  a  feste  generaH,  that  is,  the  Ioye  and'  the  blisse 
of  f  e  kyngdome  of  heuyn) ;  to  the  which  Ioye  he  hathe  called'  aH  man- 
kynde,  for  he  denyes  it  to  none  that  wil  come  to  hym.  Be  the  halte 
and'  croked'  are  vndirstoudyn)  prelates  of  holy  chirche,  prechours,  and? 
confessours,  abbottes  and'  prioures.  thes  are  halte,  for  they  ban  no 
thing'  in  propre,  in  alse  mych  as  they  lyuen)  ofte  sithes  of  almes  of 
othere.  Be  the  biynde  we  shuH  vndirstonde  the  lewde  men),  that  are 
biynde,  for  they  know  not  the  right  way.  therfore  if  thes  ij.  wil  come 
to  the  feste  of  the  kyngdome  of  heuyn\  It  behouys  that  the  biynde, 
that  is,  the  lewde  men),  bere  the  halte  men ;  tho  be  the  prelates  of 
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•llolde  vp  fe  laame  men,  sell,  men  of  holy  cliircli,  thoroj  almcsso 
ofFryngys,  and  tendingys ;  And  tliat  o])er,  scil.  men  of  holy  Chiich, 
most  leede  that  o])€)'  pe  wey  by  hire  connyng*,  Clergy,  and  labour  of 
teching^;  And  Jjenne  shuH  both  come  thedir,  sciL  to  pa  ioye  of 
hevene,  wher  pey  shuH  not  only  have  feste,  but  euerlasting  meede 
and  glorie,  Ad  quam  nos  &c. 

[Seco7id  Versiojh     AJAlt.  MS.  9066.] 

the  chu'che,  and'  otliere  men)  of  holy  clnrche,  sustenyng*  hem  bo 
tythes  and  oblacion=i,  and  othere  almese.  And'  prelates,  and'  other 
men)  of  holy  chirche,  are  holdyi:i)  for  to  teche  hem,  and'  Enfourme 
hem  the  way  towarde  heuyn),  where  i.s  not  al  only  a  feste  for  a  tyme, 
But  there  we  shuH  haue  many  preciouse  giftes ;  Tho  be  the  loyes  and? 
blisses  tliat  TiGwer  shaH  hauu  Ende.  to  the  which  b]'y?;g^  vs  ours 
lorde  Ihe^'U  criste,  to  pa  feste  riaH  pui  is  in  lieuyne,  w?'t7i0ute?i  Ende  ! 


Y.'MVERA.TOR  ADRIAN  C7^. 

(of    THE    SERPENT    AND    THE    TOAD.) 

Adrian  regnyd  Emperour  in  pQ  Cite  of  Eome,  the  which  withinne 
a  litiH  while  hadde  lost  his  si3t ;  And  he  ordeyned  for  a  lawe, 
that  per  shuld  be  hongyd  a  belle  In  the  myddis  of  Jje  Cite,  And  ech 
man  fiat  hadde  eny  cause  jjat  shuld  be  shewid,  sholde  ryng  Jjillve  belle, 
And  pQ  luge  shold'  come  to  sitte  in  his  seruice,  \xiih  oute  delay  ;  And 
if  any  man  Eunge  po,  belle,  and  hadde  no  cause,  he  shuld  be  ded. 
So  it  happid  in  A  time  afte/  pis  lawe  was  made,  A  serpent  had  made 
his  nest  vndir  pe  Eoope  of  pis  belle,  And  bro3t  forth  his  briddis  pera, 
whenne  tyme  was  by  nature.  And  after  all  pis.  In  a  hoote  day  of 
some?'  the  se?'pent  toke  all  his  briddis  wiVi  him.  And  ^ede  in  to  pe 
feld  of  sporting ;  And  while  she  Avas  absent,  per  com  a  toode,  and 
entrid  into  pe  nest.  And  whenne  pe  serpent  come  ajen,  she  sawe 
pe  toode  ocupied  liire  place ;  and  she  fojt  wit/i  the  toode,  but  she 
mi3te  [not]  haue  pe  victorie,  but  pat  pe  toode  contynuely  helde  hire 
nest ;  And  For  she  sawe  pat  pe  toode  my3te  not  be  ouercome,  she 
lappid  hire  taile  aboute  pe  corde  of  the  beUe,  and  so  rang  pe  belle, 
by  cause  pat  pe  toode  vnrijtfully  occupyed  hire  nest.     And  whanne 

GF.STA.  2 
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the  luge  was  come  down),  as  lawe  was,  for  to  sitte  in  iugenient,  he 
sawe  J)is  si^t,  and  ^ede,  and  tolde  aH  fat  he  sawe  to  [the]  eniperour. 
And  pe  Emperour  seide  ajen,  "  Anoon  goo  down),  and  sle  J)e  toode, 
that  the  serpent  may  have  hire  owne  nest ;  and  so  lie  dude ;  And  pe 
serpent  enterid  hire  owne  place,  and  dwelte  stille  w^'t/i  hire  briddis. 
After  Jiat  it  happid  in  a  tyme,  fat  fis  Emperour  wepte  soore,  And 
lordis  and  knyjtis  fat  were  aboute  him  come,  and  comfortid  him,  in 
aH  that  f  ei  my^te,  "  Nay,"  quof  he,  "  howe  shuld  I  be  glad,  now  I 
have  y-lost  my  sijt  1 "  And  soone  after  fat  f e  Emperour  had  made 
f  is  lamentacion),  f  e  forseide  se/-pent  enterid  in  to  hys  chambre ;  And 
whenne  f  e  Emperours  seruauntis  sawe  f  e  serpent,  f  ei  tolde  it  to  the 
Emperour.  tho  seide  the  emperoure,  "  I  charge  you,  ^  that  no  man 
lette  hire  to  come  to  me,  for  y  trowe  fat  she  shali  do  you  no  harme, 
Defir  to  me."  The  serpent  come  to  fe  emp(?rours  bedde,  and  att  f e 
last  fe  serpent  openyd  his  mouth  oue/'  fe  visage  of  the  emperour, 
and  late  faH  a  litiH  stone,  f or3  fe  Avhich  f e  emperour  receivid  his 
si^t.  And  aH  men  thonkid  god,  fat  so  hath  comfortid  f e  emperour 
by  fe  serpent,  for  whom  he  late  sle  f e  toode,  &c. 

MORALITE. 

This  Emperour  may  be  y-Callid  emperour,  f  e  which  hath  y-made 
a  lawe,  or  a  goode  life,  that  a  beif  shal  be  y-Eoung.  This  bett  is  not 
ellis  but  consciens,  fe  which  owith  to  be  Kounge  a^en  vicis.  And 
fenne  fe  luge,  scil.  Reson),  OAvith  to  come  don),  when  conscience 
mevith  him  to  ^eve  dome  bitwix  f e  v.  Inwittis ;  For  but  if  fat  were 
y-doi]),  Ave  shulde  be  in  grete  peryl,  as  f  e  AposteH  seith,  Om7te  quod 
fit  contra  conscienciam,  edlficahlt  ad  ignem  gehcnrie,  This  is  to  sey, 
AH  that  is  y-don)  a3enst  conscience,  bildith  toward  fe  fire  of  helle. 
And  for  to  sijekyn)  gostely,  a  man  is  ofte  tymys  blind'  thor^  dedly 
synne,  fat  lettith  his  sijt ;  And  fat  is  gi'etly  to  sorowe  for,  as  dude 
the  emperour.  The  serpent,  fat  bildith  vndir  f e  belle,  is  our  lord 
iheA'u  Criste,  f  e  which  bildith  in  a  perfite  herte,  vndir  a  clene  and 
an  holy  conscience ;  And  f  er  he  genderith,  scil  bringith  forth  goode 
vertuys.  And  he  goithe  by  the  medewe,^  scil.  out  of  such  a 
conscience,  Avith  his  briddis,  scil.  vertuys,  Avhenne  it  is  infecte ;  And 

'  leaf  153,  back,  col.  1.  *  medewevve,  MS. 
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Jieane  comitli  a  toode,  soil,  fe  deueH,  and  entritli  into  fe  nest,  scil. 
Jje  herte  of  pe  sjnner.  But  thenne  \>e  serpent  comytli  ajen,  scil.  our 
lord,  whenne  fat  he  hatli  j^yte  of  our  wretchidnesse ;  Thenne  he 
comith,  and  knockith  at  fe  dore  of  our  hertys,  as  it  is  Avretin  in  the 
gospeH,  Ecce  sto  ad  Hostlum,  d  pulso ;  si  qiiis  michi  cqyperuerit, 
cenaho  cuva.  illo,  et  ipse  mecum,  This  is  to  sey,  I  stond  at  fe  dore, 
and  knocke  ;  Avho  f)at  oi^enith  to  me,  I  shaH  sopye  with  him,  And  he 
\7ith  me.  But  alias  !  for  fis  toode,  scil.  pe  deveH,  regnyd  in  fe 
hertis  of  many^  so  stronglye  \)0v^  hir  continuau?ice  of  synne,  and 
not  doyng  penaunce,  that  god  may  not  come  yn, — what  is  Eemedye 
Jierfore  ?  Forsoth  for  to  drawe  at  Jse  corde  of  pe  grace  of  god,  scil.  for 
to  aske  grace.  And  for  to  sette  fe  conscience  in  to  a  clere  way ;  And 
]}aime  shal  god  entre  into  Jjyn  herte.  And  he  schalle  3eve  to  fe  a 
stone,  scil.  vertue,  hi  fe  which  pi  soule  shaH  have  li3t,  Ad  qiiam  nos 
lOQxducat.     Amen. 

[  VIII.  ] 
EMP^iiATOE  FOLLICULUS. 

(of    the    WISE    AND    THE    FOOLISH    KNIGHTS.) 

2  I  'lolliculus  was  a  Avise  Emperour  regnyd  in  pe  Cite  of  Eome  ;  He 
1"^  was  mercifuU,  and  rijtwis  in  his  werkis,  And  he  made  a  worthi 
M  tour  in  Jie  Eest,  In  fe  which  he  put  aH  his  tresour  and  p?'ecius 
lewelis  ;  And  Jie  wey  toward  J)e  Cite  was  stony,  J>orny,  and  scroggy ; 
And  iij.  arrayd  kny3tys  were  in  f  e  same  wey,  to  63 te  w/t//  aH  ]jat  eut'r 
come  in  J>at  wey  to  fe  forsaide  cite.  And  Jje  forsaide  Emperour  made 
a  proclamacion),  |)at  if  per  were  ony  man  J?at  wolde  goo  to  Jje  cite  by 
Jiat  wey,  and  ouercome  ]300  J>re  kny3tis,  Whenne  he  come  to  the  cite, 
he  shulde  haue  habundance  of  aH  maner  richesse  &  iewels,  at  his 
owne  Aville.  And  after  fis  he  made  to  be  sette  in  po,  north  an  oper 
Cite,  in  pe  which  he  had  ordenyd  a  perpetucH  peyne,  And  alle  maner 
iewelis  ;  And  the  wey  to  pis  Cite  Avas  faire,  and  swete  to  sraeHe,  and 
dilicius  to  goo  Inne  ;  And  in  pis  wey  Avere  iij.  kny3tys,  for  to  refresshe, 
and  caRe  to  gestenyng  or  to  ostery,  AH  jjat  Avent  by  the  wey.  And 
pa  Emprrour  lete  make  a  proclamacioii),  that  if  ony  come,  and  entrid 
'  of  many  of  many,  MS.  '•*  leaf  153,  back,  col.  2. 
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into  \)G  Cite,  he  shuld  be  bound  bond  and  foote,  and  cast  into 
pjv'sone,  and  abide  pere  vnto  fe  comynge  of  ])e  lustice,  for  to  stond  to 
his  dome.  Nowe  per  dwelte  In  a  cite  twey  knyjtis,  fat  hi^te 
Jonathas  and  Pirius.  This  Jonathas  was  a  wise  man,  and  Pirius  was 
a  foole,  biit  grete  love  was  bitwix  hem  too.  In  a  day  Jonathas  seide 
to  Pirius,  "  Deere  frende,^  per  is  y-made  a  proclamacion)  bi  aH  fe 
empire,  fat  fe  Emperour  hath  sette  a  cite,  in  pe  which  is  aH  his 
tresoure ;  And  if  ony  man  may  entre  into  it,  he  shaH  have  gret 
midtitude  of  tresoure ;  And  ferfore  it  is  my  conseile  that  we  goo  to 
pis  Cite."  "  Forsoth,"  quop  Pirius,  "  it  is  goode  conseile,  And  I 
assent  perto,  that  it  be  do."  Thenne  pe  wise  knyjt  spake,  "  If  so  be 
pat 2  pou  wolt  do  after  my  consaile,  I  proy  the  lat  me  di-inke  pi 
blode,  and  pou  shalt  drinke  myne,  in  tokening^  that  neiper  of  vs 
shaH  forsake  oper.  In  wele  ne  in  woo."  "  I  assent,"  quop  pe  fole 
kny3t.  And  so  they  were  lete  blode,  and  eyper  dranke  of  otheris 
bloode,  and  so  pei  jede  theire  way.  And  whan  thei  had  made  pe 
io?*rney  of  iij.  days  toward  pis  cite,  in  which  pey  sholden  finden  pe 
tresour,  pei  come  in  a  certayn)  place,  where  were  twey  weyes  to  be 
chosen,  scil.  that  on  stony  and  thorny.  And  that  oper  specius  and 
faire,  sett  aboute  withe  IDeis  and  Rosis.  Tho  spake  pe  wise  man, 
"  loo  !  here  ben  two  weyes,  as  pou  seist ;  Neuej'theles,  if  we  goo  by 
this  stony  &  scourgy  wey,  it  shal  lede  vs  to  pe  plenteuous  cyte  pat 
we  desire."  "  3a,  ser,"  seide  pat  oper,  "  I  have  greete  mervaile  of 
you,  For  I  trowe  more  to  myne  owne  yen  than  to  yo?«r  wordis.  For 
I  see  wel,  and  so  may  je,  pat  pis  *  wey  is  stony,  and  vnesy  for  to  goon ; 
and  as  I  haue  y-hurde  say,  there  ben  in  it  iij.  Armyd  men,  for  to 
turne  vs,  or  to  fi3t  with  vs,  if  we  come  perin ;  And  perfore  y  do  pe  to 
knowe,  pat  I  wol  go  by  pis  wey,  and  not  by  pat."  "  Certayne," 
seide  pat  oper,  "  and  if  we  go  by  pat  wey,  we  shal  be  led  into  pe 
Cite  that  is  in  pe  north,  where  as  is  no  mercy,  but  gret  sorowe  and 
care,  to  aH  pat  goith  perto."  "  ^e,  ^e,"  quop  pe  foole,  "  pis  which  I 
see  opynly  wol  I  trowe  more  than  such ;  And  perfor  I  avoH:  algatis 
holde  it."  Tho  spake  pe  wise  man,  "  Now  sith  I  dranke  pi  bloode, 
in  tokne  of  frendship,  forsoth  I  woH  not  late  pe  goo  aH  one,  what  so 
euer  liappe  wit/i  me  in  tyme  to  come."  So  pes  too  kny3tis  3ede  forth 
'  fvendis,  MS.         *  fat  pat,  MS.         '  tokcnig,  MS.         "  leaf  154,  col.  1. 


VIII.    THE   WISE   AND   FOOLISH    KNIGUTS.      STORY.      IIARL.  7333.      21 

on  fis  wey ;  And  anoon  iij.  laiyjtis  mette  witB  hem,  And  receivid  hem 
worshipfully,  and  servid  hem  as  for  oo  nyjt ;  And  on  J?e  niorowe  pey 
arose,  and  tooke  hire  wey  toward  fe  forsaide  Cite  of  the  norj).  And 
anoon  as  fei  were  with  Inue  J)e  Cite,  the  Cachepollys  And  the  mynistris 
of  the  Emperour  mette  w^t7^  hem,  and  seide,  *'  Siris,  what  doo  je 
here  in  J)is  cite  1  For  it  is  long  a-gon  sith  je  wel  knewe  what  was 
fe  lawe  of  fiis  place.  And  peHoxe,  sens,  je  most  haue  fe  law^e." 
Anoon  fei  bond  tlie  wise  kny3te,  and  put  him  in  prison) ;  and  Jje 
fond  kny^t  Jjei  cast  in  a  dich  place.  And  so  it  happid  after  all  this, 
fat  pe  domys-man  come  to  pe  Cite,  for  to  sitte  vp  on)  brekers  of  pe 
lawe.  And  anoon)  aH  fat  Avere  in  pj'ison)  apperid  afore  J?e  luge, 
Among*  pQ  which  come  ]?es  too  kny3tis,  fat  is  to  sey,  fe  wise  knyjt 
and  fe  lewde,  scil.  the  wise  knyjte  out  of  prison).  And  fe  lewde  kny^te 
out  of  fe  dich.  Anoon)  the  Avise  man  seide,  "Sii',  I  make  hei-' 
complaynt  vpon)  my  felowe,  and  sey  that  he  is  cause  of  my  deth. 
For  whenne  bothe  we  wer*  atwene  fe  too  weys,  fat  is  to  sey, 
bitwene  f e  Cite  of  f  e  Eest  And  f  is  Cite,  I  tolde  to  my  felowe  the 
periH  of  f is  Cite,  And  f e  profit  of  fat  of er ;  And  he  wolde  not  trowe 
me,  but  seide,  that  he  trowid  moi^  to  his  owen)  yen)  fan  to  me ;  And 
for  he  was  felawe,  I  wold  not  late  him  goo  by  him  selfe,  but  come 
wi't/i  him;  And  f  erf  ore,  sir,  I  say  fat  he  is  cause  of  my  deth." 
Thenne  spake  fe  lewde  kny3te,  and  saide,  "sir  he  is  gilty  of  my 
deth,  and  I  shaH  teH  you  cause  why.  For  ^e  knowe  wele  echon), 
that  I  am  a  foole.  And  he  is  a  wise  man.  And  f  erfore  he  shold  not  so 
lijtely  haue  levid  my  lewdenesse,  but  I-goo  f e  goode  wey ;  For  if  fat 
he  had  lefte  fat  wey,  I  wold  at  fe  last  haue  folowid  him."  Then 
spake  the  luge,  "  For  fat  f ou  so  li3tly  consentedist  to  his  lewidnesse, 
And  f  ou,  foole,  for  f  ou  woldist  not  folowe  f  e  consaile  of  f  e  Avise  man, 
Therfore  I  deme  yowe  bothe  to  be  hongyd."  and  so  it  happid  in 
dede;  And  aH  men  ^hiely  commendid  fe  luge,  fat  3afe  so  rightfully 
a  doom,  &c. 

[  leaf  154,  col.  2. 
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MORALITE. 

Siris,  J)is  Emperour  is  to  vndirstond  our  Lord  ihesu  crist.  The 
Cite  in  pe  Eest  is  Tpe  kyngdom  of  hevene,  In  fe  wliicli  is  tresour 
vntold,  But  to  |)is  Cite  is  a  Jjorny  wey  and  a  sharp,  scil.  penaunce 
and  tribulacion)  in  erjje ;  For  it  is  wretyn)  thus,^  Arta  et  angusta^ 
est  via  que  ducit  ad  vitam,  This  is  to  sey,  Strait  and  disesy  is  fe  wey 
fat  ledith  to  life.  And  in  jjis  hen  kny3tys  iij.  ^cll.  J)e  flesh,  f e 
wordle,  and  fe  deviH,  wi't/i  jje  which  fou  most  fi3t,  and  haue  fe 
victorie,  or  thowe  come  to  Hevene.  By  fe  Cite  in  fe  l!^orthe  is 
vndirstond  Heli,  As  it  is  wretin,  Pandehir  omtie  malum,  This  is  to 
sey,  fro  Jse  north  shaH  be  shewid  aH;  IveH.  And  to  fis  Cite  in  J)e 
north,  ))at  is  to  vndirstond  Helle,  is  a  broode  way,  And  is  bisette 
w/t7<  many  thingis  dilectahle  :  And  by  J)is  wey  goith  many.  By  pe 
iij.  knyjtis  pat  ben  in  pis  wey,  pat  fyndith  necessarijs,  ben  vndir- 
stond pryde  of  lyfe,  Couetise  of  yen),  And  Couetise  of  flesh,  by  pe 
which  iij.  a  wrecchid  man  is  gretly  delitid  ^  for  pe  tyme,  And  lad  to 
the  Cite  of  Helle,  pat  is  futt  of  sorowe.  And  by  pe  ij.  kny3tis,  scil. 
pe  wise  man  and  pe  lewid  man,  ben  vndirstonde  pe  soule  and  pe 
flesh ;  For  pe  soule  is  wise,  and  pe  flesh  is  euer  lewid,  and  buxom  to 
do  Evil.  Theise  ij.  ben  felowis,  &  fastenyd  to-geder,  for  to  stonde  to 
wele  or  to  wo.  The  soule  chose  pe  wey  of  penaunce.  And  in  aH  pat 
it  may,  it  sterith  the  flesh  perto,  But  pe  lewde  flesh,  pat  hath  no 
mynde  of  perilis  pat  ben  to  come,  takith  dilectacion)  of  the  wordle, 
and  fleith  pe  way  of  penaunce ;  So  pat  in  tyme  of  deth  pe  soule  is 
y-bondou)  in  pe  pjv'sone  of  helle,  And  pe  flesh  is  castyne  in  to  a  dich, 
s,cil.  a  grave  or  a  buryeH.  And  when  pe  domys-man,  scil.  our  Lord 
ihesu  crist,  comyth  to  deme,  Than  pe  soule  shaH  pleyne  vpon  pe 
flesh,  And  pe  flesh  vpon)  pe  soule.  But  pe  domys-man,  that  woH  not 
be  stoppyd  for  prayer  ne  for  mede,  ShaH  panne  dampny  pe  soule,  for 
she  folewid  pe  instigacion)  of  pe  flesh.  And  the  flesh,  for  it  wolde 
obeye  and  triste  to  pe  soule.  And  pe/'fore  late  vs  study  to  tame  our 
flesh,  pat  it  obey  vnto  god,  And  so  by  argument  we  shuH  haue 
euerlastyng  life  In  blisse.  God  graunt  vs  pat  of  his  endeles  mercy  ! 
Qui  cum  patre.  &c. 

'  this,  MS.  *  angustia,  MS.  •'  and  for  MS, 
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[  IX.  ] 
[EMPERATOR  EREDERTCUS.] 

(the  bloody  shirt,     of  a  knight  who  restored  a  princess  to  her 
kingdom,  and  of  her  gratitude  to  him.     harl.  ms.  7333.) 

iTT^redrericus  was  a  wise  Emperour,  regiiyng*  in  fe  Cite  of  Rome, 
JL.  the  whicll  hadde  a  faire  douter ;  And  Avhanne  fe  Eniperour  was 
in  his  deth-bedde,  he  bequathe  to  his  dowter  aH  his  Empire.  So  Avhat 
tyme  Jjat  a  Certayne  Erie  hurde  of  this,  after  fe  deth  of  pe  Empe/'our, 
he  come  to  Jje  dameselle,  and  sterid  hire  to  synne,  and  auoon  the 
dameselle  enclined  to  liis  wordis.  So  Avhanne  pe  dameselle  was 
filid  Av/t/i  synne,  he  put  hire  out  of  hire  Empire  ;  And  ]?an  she  made 
lamentacion)  more  than  ony  man  can  trowe,  And  jede  into  an  o])er 
kyngdonie  or  cuntre.  So  it  happid  in  a  certayne  day,  as  she  sat  in 
hire  sorowe  and  Aveping,  she  sawe  afer  comyng  to  hire-ward  a  faire 
yong  knyjte,  sitting  vp  on  a  faire  hers ;  &  come  to  hire,  and  salowid 
hire,  and  askid  of  hire  J>e  cause  of  hire  sorowe.  Thanne  saide  she, 
"  My  worshipfuH  lord,  I  haue  gret  cause  to  sorowe.  I  am  come  of 
gret  blode  &  RiaH ;  the  Emperour  was  my  fadir,  and  when  he  deyde, 
he  made  me  his  eyi"*,  for  he  had  no  moo  children  pan  me.  Whan 
he  Avas  ded,  fer  come  a  kny3t,  and  spoiled  me  of  my  virginite  ;  and 
after  ]je  synne,  he  put  me  out  of  myne  heritage,  In  so  mocfi  that  I 
aske  nowe  my  brede  fro  dore  to  dore ;  And,  lording  myne,  if  it  be 
yoMr  Aville,  pis  is  pe  cause  of  my  soroAve."     Tho  spake  pe  kny3t,  and 

'  leaf  154,  back,  col.  1. 

[Second  Version.     Addit.  MS.  90GG.] 

[  XLT.    leaf  56,  back.] 

A  niaydyn)  there  was  myghty  and'  riche,  that  had*  a  kyngdome 
Endewed'  Avith  aH  goodes,  and'  myghty.  that  saAve  an  Enviouse 
kyng^,  anct  fuH  of  giles,  and'  thought  to  putt  here  oute  of  here  kyng- 
dome ;  nere  the  lese  he  Aviste  Avele,  that  he  mj^ght  not  ouerecome 
hire,  ne  make  here  biynde  be  giftes.  but  he  Avas  besy  with  gile, 
and'  come  to  hire  Avith  a  fayned'  frendship ;  and'  so  prively  he  be- 
giled?  here,  and'  Avith  fraude  ouercome  here,  and'  vnrightfully  caste 
hire  oute  of  this  kyngdome.  Than  the  maydyn)  levid'  longe  in 
l)()ue/'te  and'  Avrechidnesse,  Avantyng^  vcrtue  and'  richesse,  anct  myght 
nut  come  agayne  to  hire  heritage.     But  the  sone  of  a  kyng*  moste 
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saide,  "I^ow  sotlily,  damyselle,  fis  is  yveH  I-do,  and  grete  com- 
passion) I  hane  on  fe ;  And  ferfoie,  if  fou  wolt  grannte  to  me  oo 
thing,  .sotlily  I  sliali  fi^te  for  tliyne  lieritage,  and  beliote  Ipe  tlie 
victorie."  "A  !  lord,  alas  !"  quo]?  she  "for  I  have  nothing  to  ^eve 
Jje  but  my  selfe."  "And  I  aske  noon  oper  of  pe,  but  that  pou.  be 
my  love,  and  love  non)  so  wele  as  me."  And  J)enne  saide  she,  "  3is, 
lord,  and  ]?at  I  behote  the."  Thenne  spake  he,  "  3it  I  woH  haue 
an  ojjir  certayne  of  fe,  as  }»is :  If  it  happe  me  to  dye  for  fe  in 
batiH,  and  not  to  have  victory,  jjat  ]>n  sette  out  my  blody  serke  on  a 
perch  afore,  for  twey  skills ;  the  first  is,  J)at  fe  si3te  of  my  serke  may 
meve  fe  to  wepe,  as  ofte  tyme  as  fou  lokist  peron  ;  The  secunde  skile 
is,  for  I  woii,  that  whenne  ony  man  comyth  to  Ipe,  fur  to  haue  fe  to 
wife,  fat  poa  renne  to  fe  serke,  and  biholde  Jje  serke,  and  sey  to  pi 
selfe,  "  god  forbede  fat  euer  I  sholde  take  ony  to  my  husbond,  after 
fe  detli  of  pis  lord,  which  deyde  for  my  loue,  and  Eecoueryd  myne 
heritage ! '  "  And  fenne  saide  pe  lady,  "  My  worshipfuH  sir,  ali  fis, 
■with  pe  gvace  of  god  I  shaH  fuHfiH."  And  when  pe  kny^te  hurde 
pis,  ^he  3afe  Bataile  ajen  the  Erie,  and  hadde  pe  victory.  Neuertheles 
lie  gate  his  deth  ther,  and  biquaf  his  serke  to  his  love,  for  whom  he 
deyde,  comjnaundyng*  fat  she  shold  holde  covenaunt.  Thenne  whan 
she  hm'de  of  his  deth,  She  made  grete  lamentacioii)  many  days ;  But 
whenne  she  sawe  his  blody  serke,  aH  her  bowelis  weere  troubelyd 
more  than  tunge  may  telle ;  And  hongyd  it  vp  on  a  perche  in  hire 
chambir.  And  at  euery  tyme  fat  she  lokid  on  f e  serke,  she  wepte  fuH: 

'  leaf  154,  back,  col.  2. 

[Second  Version.     Addit.  MS.  9066.] 

myghty  loued'  that  maydyn),  and^  was  sterid'  with  pite,  and?  wedded' 
that  maydyn,  that  he  had'  longe  loued',  that  he  myght  bryng^  the 
maydyia)  agayne  to  here  heritage,  be  victorie  of  bataylle,  that  she 
had?  1  vnrightfully  loste.  Therfore  in  batayle  agaynes  the  tyrauute 
he  laughte,  and'  gladly  was  woundid' ;  neue/'  the  lese  he  was  a  noble 
owercoiwere,  and'  seide  to  his  spouse,  that  he  moste  deye  in  batayle, 
ande  so  haue  the  victorie.  And'  so  the  maydyn)  rose  oute  of  the 
bedde  of  wrechidnesse  and'  pouerte,  and'  had'  hire  kyngdome ;  and' 
toke  the  cot3-armo?<r  of  hire  housbonde,  that  was  all  be-spryngcld' 
with  blode,  and'  hange  it  in  hire  prevey  chambre,  that  it  myght  be  aU 

'  leaf  57. 
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sore.  The  lordis  of  fe  lond,  seying  howe  the  Empu-e  Avas  wonne,  To 
hire  they  come,  and  wolde  have  I-hadde  hire  to  wife.  Thenne  whenne 
she  had  enteryd  Tpe  chamhir,  and  sa\ye  pe  blody  serke,  she  seide  -with 
a  lamentabiH;  voys,  "  Alias  !  Jiat  I  shold  take  ony  hnsbond,  after  fe 
lord  that  daide  for  me,  And  "wan  myne  heritage  ! "  And  so  she 
answerid  to  all  Jjat  come  to  hire  for  that  erende,  and  fayi-"  endid  hire 
lyfe,  &c. 

MORALITE. 

Deere  frendis,  fis  Empc;'our  is  ])g  fadir  of  hevyn.  \)g  only 
doubter,  that  is  so  faire  and  so  fresh,  is  pe  soide  of  man,  fat  is  made 
to  his  o^vne  likenesse,  to  whom  god  hath  3evin  and  bequejjon  his 
Empire,  fat  is  to  sey,  paradise.  But  fenne  coniith  an  Erie,  sell,  f e 
devitl,  and  excityf  hire  to  spine.  As  whenne  he  saide,  QuacumqaQ 
hora  inde  coined  er  it  is,  eritis  sicut  dii,  This  is  to  sey.  In  what  hours 
pat  9e  etyn)  of  f>is  frute,  ^e  shuH  be  as  goddis.  And  so,  for  breking* 
of  pe  com??iaitndement  of  god,  we  were  aH  y-put  out  of  the  heritage 
of  paradise  into  fe  kyngdome  of  Jie  wordle,  and  fat  in  gret  wrecchid- 
nesse,  as  scrij)ture  shewith,  In  sudore  vultus  iui  &c.     But  femje 

[Second  Version.     Addit  MS.  9066.] 

wey  redy  to  hire  sight*.  Afte?'warde,  be  processe  of  tyme,  come  to  hire 
noble  men,  for  to  wedde  here.  She  answeric^,  anc^  seide,  that  hire 
housbonde  had?  shewed'  to  here  so  many  tokens  of  loue,  that  neuer 
she  shuld?  take  others  housbonde.  and'  if  it  happenyd  any  tyme 
that  hire  mynde  for  frealte  begone  to  bowe,  be  delectacioii),  Anoue 
she  rose  vp,  and?  Avente  into  here  Chambyre,  anct  behelde  the  cote- 
armo?<r  of  hire  housbonde,  that  was  be-spryngelid?  with  blode ;  and 
wepte  for  the  detlie  of  here  housbond',  for  grete  loue ;  ancB  so  aH  J»e 
wille"  of  weddyng*  sesid'. 

[Declaracio.]  What  shuH  we  vndirstonde  by  this  maydyn), 
that  hath  this  ryaH.  kyngdome,  but  mankynde  beyng^  in  paradise  1 
IMa/^kjnide  was  fyrste  in  the  state  of  Innoeencie,  and'  had'  gyven) 
of  god  spir/tuall  richesse,  to  with-stonde  his  aduersaries ;  as 
seynte  Austyn)  seithe,  in  an)  Omelie,  the  prince  of  vices,  while 
he  ouercome  Adani),  that  was  made  of  slyme  of  the  Erthe  to 
the  Image  of  god',  and'  armyd'  with  chastite  anct  clennesse,  arayecJ 
with  temperaunce,  and'  made  shynyng*  Avith  charite.  The  enemy 
spoyled'  oure  fyi'ste  parente  of  his  giftes,  and'  of  his  money,  and' 
goodes,  and'  also  sloAve  hym).  And?  aft^?'  that  mankynde  was  putt 
outu  of  paradise,  he  Avas  longc  in  pouerte  and'  miscrci;  neuer  the 
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comitli  a  wele  faire  kny3te  and  a  strong,  scil.  fat  is  to  sey,  our  lord 
ihesn  crist,  fe  wliicli  hadde  comj)assion)  of  mankynde ;  and  he  drowe 
matrimony  with  vs,  fiat  is  to  say,  whan  fat  he  tooke  our  kynde,  and 
hayld'  batail  a3enst  the  deviH,  and  gate  our  heritage.  And  Jjcrforc, 
seris,  late  vs  do  as  dude  fe  daraeselle,  late  us  [honge  the]  serke,  sell. 
a  fresh  mynde,  vp  on)  Jje  perclie  of  our  herte,  scil.  to  sey  howe  fat 
our  lord  ihesu  criste  shadde  his  hloode  for  vs ;  And  fenne  if  ony, 
scil.  the  deviH,  or  fe  flesh,  or  eny  oper  stery  vs  to  synne,  lat  vs 
renne  swiftely  to  fe  fo^t  of  fe  passion)  of  crist,  and  sey,  fat  we  woH 
haue  non)  ofer  but  him  fat  so  shadde  his  bloode  for  vs,  for  we 
shold  haue  euerlasting  life  in  blisse.  To  f  e  which  he  vs  bring  that 
is  Lord  euerlasting  !  Ad  quam  nos  perducat !  Amen. 
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lese  the  sone  of  hym)  that  is  hieste,  that  is,  the  Sone  of  god',  louyd' 
hire  ;  as  it  is  saide,  -wiih  parfite  charite  I  haue  louyd'  that ;  And' 
therfore  hauyng*  mercy  I  haue  draweii)  f  e ;  the  which  he  weddid'  in 
liis  incarnacion).  the  Sone  of  god'  vnyed'  hym)  to  mankynde  to 
f  e  detlie ;  and'  aH  thoughe  f  e  soule  were  partid'  fro  the  bodie,  neuer 
the  lese  the  soule  and'  the  bodye  with  in  iij.  dayes  were  vnyed'  to  the 
god'hede ;  ancH  feghtyng^  godis  sone  Criste,  god'  and?  man),  with  the 
deuyH,  he  was  slayne  in  batayile,  and'  of  his  victorie  man)  kynde 
was  brought  agayne  into  the  kyngdome  of  heuyn).  Therfore  the 
armys  of  oure  spouse  W\es\x  Cr/ste,  that  so  many  tokens  of  loue  hathe 
shewed'  to  vs,  moste  be  hanged'  in  oure  prevey  Chambre,  that  is,  in 
oure  herte  and'  in  our  mynde,  that  it  may  be  a  shewyng^  euery  day 
to  f  e  Eyen)  of  our  soule ;  as  it  is  written),  the  dethe  of  my  wele  be- 
louyd?  sone,  that  he  suffred'  for  ^  my  helthe,  moste  alt  weye  be  had'  in 
mynde.  But  oure  Euemeis  drawyng<  vs  to  delectable  tliinges,  Avolde 
wedde  vs,  and'  bryng^  vs  to  synne.  we  shuH  then  answere  hem) 
thus,  "  "While  I  haue  in  mynde  the  blode  of  hym)  that  was  so  kynde, 
\inde  kyng<,2  how  shuld'  I  hym  forsake,  that  the  dethe  for  me  wolde 
take  ]  Nay,  for  sothc,  I  shaH  not  so,  for  he  brought  me  from  mekiH 
Avoo."  Therfore  turne  we  the  Eyen)  of  oure  mynde  to  the  armys  of 
oure  spouse,  that  was  aH  besprengild'  with  his  blessyd'  blode.  Then 
aH  confusion),  consente,  and'  dilectacione  to  synne  shaH  sese,  by  the 
ve/'tue  and'  myght  of  his  blessyd'  passyon)  and'  dethe. 

'  leaf  57,  back,  ^  These  two  Avords  seem  superfluous. 
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[X.  ] 
[EMPEEATOR  APPOLANIUS.] 

(op  the  speaking  statue  made  by  VIRGIL,  AND   OF   FOCUS  THE  SMITH. 

HAEL.  MS.  7333.) 

^Appolanius  regnyd  in  Rome,  fe  wliicB  maade  to  be  ordenyd,  as 
for  a  laAve,  fat  ecB  man  sholde,  vp  peyne  of  detfi,  kepe  Jie  day  of  fe 
burtii  of  J>e  Emperour,  as  for  a  festfuH;  day.  And  fierfore  lie  callid 
to  him  virgUie,  pe  pliilo3oplire,  &  saide,  "  Goode  maister,  I  suppose 
•wele,  fat  per  ben  many  trespassis  don)  a3enst  my  lawe,  fe  whicli  ben 
kept  so  prively,  fat  I  may  not  knowe  hem ;  And  fej'fore  I  wolde 
pray  fe  to  make  for  me  some  crafte,  by  fe  wliich  I  may  come  to  the 
knowlicB  of  such  prive  trespace."  So  shortely  to  seyri),  this  virgilie 
made  by  his  crafte  an  ymage  or  a  statute,  and  sett  him  in  f  e  myddys 
of  fe  Cite,  fe  which  sholde  shewe  and  telle  to  fe  messagers  of  fe 
Emperour  the  namys  of  hem  fat  breke  f e  lawe  of  f e  emperour ;  and 
by  this  were  mony  men  accusid.  In  f is  same  tyme  fer  was  a  smith 
in  f  e  Cite,  that  was  y-callid  Focus,  f  e  which  helde  not  f  e  day  of  f  e 
Emperour.     So  as  he  lay  in  his  bed,  he  thowte  fat  f is  ymage  accusid 

'  leaf  155,  col.  1. 
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Appolonius  in  the  Cite  of  Rome  reigned,  that  ordeyned',  for'  a  law, 
that  eche  man  shuld'  'holde,  vpoii)^  payne  of  dethe,  the  day  of 
his  birthe  as  an  holy  day.  And  called'  to  hym  virgile,  and  said' 
to  hym,  "  My^  dere  maister,  'I  wold'  have  the  day  of  my  birthe  kept 
as  an  holy  day,  buf*  happely  there ^  shaH''  be  agayn)  the  law  many 
prive  sjames,  'to  breke  it.^  IF  Therfore  I  pray  the,  make  suche  crafte, 
by  the  which  I  may  know  the  'trouthe,  and  who  be  brekers  of  the 
law."  And  he  said,  "Thi  wille  shalle  be  done."  H  Anon)  virgile  by 
his  wycche-craft^  made  an  ymage  in  the^  mjaldes  of  the  Citee  of 
Rome.  So  that  linage^*'  was  wonte  to^^  shew  and  for  to  telle  the^^ 
messangers  of  the  Empi??'Our  alle  "theym)  that  didden)  ayenst^-^  the 
Emperours  biddying ;  wherfore  the  ymage  accused'  many.  H  There 
Avas  that  tyme  dwellyng^^  in  the  Citee ^^  a  Smyth,  whos  name  was 
^''Eokus,  that  the  day  of  the  Emperour*  on)  no  wise  kept  halyday.   So  ^^ 

'  Om.         '  kepe  on.         '  Om.         *  Om.         *  0»i.         «  shold.         '  Om. 

*  crafte.         "  Om.         '"  The  ymaye.  "  for  to.  '-  to  the. 

'^  hem  that  dyd  agayne.         '*  Om.         "  cite  of  Rome.         "^  leaf  9. 

'■^  Om. 
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many,  and  he  dradde  fe  mox'' ;  But  Erly  in  the  niorowe  he  ros,  and 
jede  to  fiis  ymage,  and  saide,  "  Sey  fou,  felawe,  that  accusist  so  mony, 
and  tcllist  such  talys,  I  make  avowe  to  god,  that  if  Jjou  be  so  bold 
to  telle  of  me,  I  shaH  breke  fine  lied ;  what  loreH  art  thou ! "  and 
so  he  3ede^  home  his  wey.  The  Emperour  sent  messagers  to  hiui 
in  fe  same  day,  as  he  was  y-wonyd  afore,  for  to  knowe  who  was  cul- 
pable in  his  lawe.  Whenne  jpe  messagers  were  y-come,  fe  ymage 
saide  to  hem,  "  Hold  vp  joicr  hedis,  and  redith  what  is  writen  in  my 
front."  And  fei  founde  fis  y-wreten,  Tempora  mutantur ;  Homines 
deteriorantur  ;  [tjui  voluerit  veritatem  dicer e,  caput  fractum  habebit  •] 
this  is  to  sey,  '  tymys  ben  chaungid  ;  and  men  ben  hyndred,  or  turnyd, 
or  I-made  worse ;  but  he  fat  woH  sey  soth,  shaH  haue  a  broke  hede,' 
"  and  jjerfore  goith  home,  and  tellith  joui'  lord  aH  fat  36  haue  seyne, 
&  hurde,  and  rad."  They  jede  home  in  hire  way,  and  tolde  fe 
Emperour  aH  fes  thingis.  Thenne  sj)ake  fe  emperour,  w/t7i  a 
grevous  contynaunce,  "  I  commaunde  fat  ^e  go  a3en  y-armyd,  and  if 
3e  finde  ony  fat  woH:  offende  or  threte  him,  bring ^  him  to  me 
y-bound  fot  and  hond."  Thei  3ede  a3en  to  fe  ymage,  and  saide, 
'  36,  MS.  ^  and  bring,  MS. 
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on  a  tyme,  as  he  lay  in  his  bedde,  he  thought  this  ymage  accused''- 
many;  IT  And  'on  the^  morow  he  arose^  erly,  and  went  to  the  ymage, 
and  said'  to  hym,  "  Thou  art  he  that  accuseth*  aH.  I  make  a  vowe 
to  my  god',  that  yf  thou  accuse  me,  I  shaH  breke  thyne  hede." 
Whan  he  had'  thus  said',  he  went  home.  IT  The  Emperoui'*  the  othei''^ 
day  sent  m.essangers  to  the  ymage,  as  he  Avas  wonte  to  do,  that  he 
shuld'  telle  hym  trouthe^  of  'hem  that  wroughten)  ayenst'^  his  law. 
%  The  ymage  said'  vnto^  the  messangers,  "lifte  vp  youi^  eyen),  and  se 
what^  is  written)  in  my  forhede."  They  loked',  and  saw  this^** 
scripture,  Tlie^^  tymes  are  chaunged:,  and  men  are  made  worse;  he 
that  wille  telle  trmdhe,^^  shaR  have  a  broJcerd  hede.  Go^^  therfore, 
and  shew^*  to  youre  lord'  that  ye  have  seen  and  radde."  ^  The  messan- 
gers went,  'and  shewed'  to  the  Emperoui"' ^^  what  thei  had'  seen  and 
rad'.  Than  the  Emperour  said',  "gothe  armed'  to  the  ymage,  and  yf 
ye  fynde  any  that  manaseth  hym,  bryng  hym  to  me  bounde  bothe^*^ 
liandes  and  feete."   IT  The  messangers  went  to  the  Image,  and  said'  to 

*  accusytb.         ^  at.         ^  rose.         *  accusj^st.         ^  totber.         ^  sotbe. 

'  tbem  tbat  wrougbt  ageyn.  *  to.  ®  tbat.  '"  tbe.  "  Om. 

'^  sotbe.        '^  Gotbe.        '*  sbewytb.        '^  to  tbe  Emperour,  aud  sbewytb  bj'in. 

"*  0/it. 
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"  do  vs  to  knowe,  if  \)er  be  ony  jjat  thretenitR  Jje  ;  For  we  ben  redy 
to  venge  |)e."  "Takitii,"  quoj?  J»e  ymage,  "Focus,  jje  smytfi,  for  he 
keiDitii  not  pe  day  of  Jje  Empe?-our."  Auoon  thei  brou3te  Jje  smyth 
afore  fe  Empe>'our ;  and  the  Emperour  rep?*evid  him,  for  he  kepte 
not  pe  day  of  his  burtfi.  Herkenith  nowe  the  answere  of  the  smyth. 
— "  Sir,"  he  seide,  "  me  most  euery  day  nedis  laboure,  and  dese?-ue 
viij.  pense ;  And  I  may  not  gete  hem  but  I  travaile  Jjerfore ;  And 
ferfore,  sir,  I  may  not  kepe  youi'  day  more  than  ojier."  Thenne 
saide  fe  emperour,  "how  sol  wherfore  most  fou  ^haue  eiiery  day 
viij'^'?"  The  smyth  saide,  "  forsoth,  sir,  for  ij''  me  most  euery  day 
3elde  and  paye.  As  for  my  dette  ;  me  most  leene  ij** ;  spend  ij*^ ;  and 
lese  ij*^."  Thenne  saide  fe  emperoure,  "  telle  me  this  tale  more 
expressely."  "  Sire,"  quoj)  foc?/s,  "  I  pay  euery  day  ij '  to  my  fadir ; 
for  whenne  I  was  yong,  he  spende  ech  day  so  moch  vpon)  me,  and 
for  he  is  nowe  an  old .  maii),  and  may  not  helpe  him  selfe,  I  most 
nede,  by  way  of  kinde  and  of  resori),  ^eld  him  ij*^.  Also  I  lene  ij""  to 
my  sone,  for  his  sustinaunce,  desiring^  that  he  reward  hem  to  me 

'  leaf  155,  col.  2. 

[Seco7id  Version.     Addit  MS.  9066.] 

hym,  "  say  vs  trouthe ;  yf  there  be  any  man  that  manaseth  the,  we 
shaH  take  on  him  vengeaunce."  IT  The  ymage  said',  "  take  Foke,  the 
Smyth,  for  he  it  is  that  on  no  manor  kej^eth  the  day  of  the  Emperoui''." 
Anon)  thei  toke,  and  ladden)  the  Smyth  to  the  Empe?'our ;  and  he 
blamed'  hym  'whi  he^  kept  not  his  day.^  IT  He  said',  "  My  lord?,  I 
beseche  you  here  me,  and  yf  I  aunswere  resonably,  have^  me  excused', 
and  els  I  put  me  in  youre  grace."  ^  The  Emperoui-*  said',  "  I  shaH 
here  the,  and  that  is  right  I  shaH  do."  IT  The  Smyth  said',  "  'My  lord',^ 
every  day  I  must  have  Eight  pens,  and  this  I  may  not  liave  but  yf  I 
worke ;  and  therfore  I  may  not  kepe  'no  haliday,  no  more^  that  day 
than  anothei''."  H  The  Empe/'our  said?,  "  Whi  must  thou  have  Eight 
pens  ] "  ^  He  said',  "  For  every  day  me  must  yeld'  ij.  pens,  lese  ij .  pens, 
lene  ij.  pens,  and  spende  ij.  pens."  Tlie  Emperour  saicB,  "  Say  me 
prestly  what  thou  menest  by  this  viij.  pens."  He  said?,  "  ij.  pens  I 
am  beholden)  to  yeld'  to  my  fadir  every  day ;  for  whan  I  was  yonge, 
my  fadir  spent*^  on  me  ij.  pens,  and  now  he  is  olde,  and  may  not  help 
hym  selfe,  wherfore,  by  wey  of  kynd',  I  am  beholdeii)'^  to  help  hym; 
therfore  thise  ij.  pens  I  yeld'  to  hym  for  his  sustenaunce.  II  Also  I 
lene  ij.  pens  to  my  sone,  [by^]  the  whiche  [he^]  is  susteyned';  that 

'  wbych.         ^  haljday.         ^  bathe.         ■•  Om.         ^  Om.         *■  spendyd. 
'  holde.         *  Si(2>2)lu'(l  from  C. 
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a3en,  when  I  faH  in  to  age,  and  may  not  worcfii,  as  I  do  nowe  to  my 
fadir.  And,  sir,  I  leese  ij'^,  that  is  to  sey,  vpon)  my  wife."  "  Why 
on  ]?i  wife  1 "  quo])  Jie  Eniijerour.  "  Sir,  for  je  knewe  neue?'  woman, 
but  if  she  hadde  on  of  theise  poyntys,  sail,  fat  is  to  sey,  or  she  woH 
folewe  hire  owne  wili,  or  contrarie  fe  wiH  of  hire  husbond,  or  ellis 
she  is  of  an  hot  complexion).  Also,  sir,  I  spende  ij"*  vpoiD  myselfe, 
in  mete  and  drinke  ;  and  je  wite  wele,  fis  is  litel  y-now."  Tho  seide 
J)e  empo'our,  "By  my  lewte,  fis  is  Avel  answeryd,  and  Eesonabilly 
sj)oken."  The  empt?/'our  deyde  sone  after,  and  focus  ]?e  smyth  was 
I-chosen  into  ]>e  Empeyour,  for  the  goode  acoxxnte  J>at  he  made  of 
his  viij'', 

MORALITE. 

Goode  men,  who  is  fis  Emperour  1  Hope  we  hit  is  our  lord  ihesn 
crist,  fe  which  hath  ordeyned'  for  lawe,  Jjat  ech  man  shold'  ke^pe  fe 
saboth  day.  virgil  that^  payntith  &  settith  this  ymage,  is  J)e  Holy 
gost,  Jje  which  settith  vp  a  'prechour,  to  shewe  vertuys  &  vicis,  not 
sparing  no  moi''  ])e  rich  pan  pe  poore.  but  nowe  on  days,  if  the 
pz-echour  seye  soth,  or  teH:  ho  brekith  fe  com?naundement,  or  jje  wiH 

'  than,  MS. 
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whan  I  come  to  age,  or  to  poverte,  he^  may  'helpe  me,  ^and^  yeld'  me 
thise  ij.  pens  agayne,  as  I  do  to*  my  fadir.  IT  Also  ij.  pens  I  lese,  and 
that  is  on  my  wyf*,"  IT  The  Empe?'our  said',  "  Whi  on  thi  wyf  ]" 
he  said',  "  Where  'herd'  ye^  ever  of  wyf,  but^  she  woli.lt  have  one  of 
thise  'thre ;  First  she  wille  in  any  wise''  have  her  owne  wille,  or  els^ 
contrary  to  her  husbond',  or  els^  hoote  of  complexion);  and  therfore 
what^**  I  yeve  her,  I  lese.  IT  Also  ij.  pens  I  spende  on  my  self,  in  mete 
and  drynlv^,  and  that  is  liteH  I-nough."  Than  the  Emperoui'*  said', 
"Tor  sothe^i  thou  hast  aunswered'  wisely."  And  so  he  was  excused'. 
Sone  after  that,  the  Emperour  died',  II  And  Foke,  the  Smyth,  Avas 
chosen  to  be^^  Emperour,  by  cause  that^^  he  so  profitably  had'  spended' 
his^*  viij.  pens,  and  so  afterward  he  died'  in  pease. 

•H  Declaracio.  Erendes,  this  Emperoui-'  is  oure  lord!  Ihesu  Crist,  that 
made  this  lawe,  that  every  man  shuld'  halow  the  holyday.  By  virgile, 
that  made  the  Image,  to  sey  trouthe.  Is  vndirstond'  the  holy  gost,  that 
reiseth  vp  the  prechour  for  to  preche,  and  shew  vertues  and  vices,  so 
that  he  neither  spare  nother  riche  ne  poore,  hye  ne  low,  H  But  now,  yf 

'  that  he.         '■'  leaf  9,  back.         ^  Om,         *  uow  to.         *  sawyst  tliou. 

"  but  that.         '  ij.  other  she  wohle.         '  ellys  she  wolde  be.         "  Om. 

'"  what  so.  "  Om.         "  Om.         ''^  Om..         "  thes. 
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of  crist,  forsotli  lie  sliaH  be  thretenyd  of  fe  enemeys  of  crist,  scvV. 
Ivel  men,  fe  wliicfe  neyper  lovitli  god,  nay'per  hire  negliehowre. 
And  Jjcnfore  in  fe  days  fat  ben  noAve,  the  p?-echour  may  sey  fe  wordis, 
fat  wei''  wretyn  in  Jje  front  of  fe  ymage,  Tempora  mutuntur  [de 
jyejore  in  pojusl,  Tymys  ben  chaungyd  fro  worse  to  worse ;  Homines 
deteviorantu);  This  is  to  sey,  men  ben  y-chaungyd  or  ben  made  worse. 
— How  so  1  For  in  tyme  afore  thei  were  deuoute,  blessid,  and  meke, 
and  now  fei  haue  no  deuocioii),  and  ben  crueH,  and  Avickid,  and 
havith  no  sovile ;  and  perfore  he  that  wol  sey  soth  now,  may  be 
shent,  and  haue  a  brokyn  ^hed',  And  ferfore  hit  is  nedefiiH,  fat  fer 
stond  armyd  men  by  f e  prechour,  scil.  goode  werkis,  for  to  be  witR 
him  ;  And  if  it  be  so,  he  dare  not  drede,  if  he  haue  with  him  god  and 
sothfastnesse,  as  the  apostiH;  seyeth,  Si  Deus  pro  me,  quis  contra  me, 
This  is  to  sey,  if  God  be  ^^'iill  me,  Avho  may  be  a3enst'?— as  Avho 
seyith,  noon).  By  fis  smyth  focus  is  vndirstond  euery  goode  cristyn) 
man ;  fe  Avhich  OAvith  eue?y  day  to  worch  goode  Avorkys,  and  so  ben 
Avorthi  to  be  presentid  to  fe  Empero?;?-  of  Hevene,  by  fe  mynystris 
of  fe  same  Euipt'/'O?/?-,  s,cil.  angelis  and  holy  sayntis,  fat  haven  taken 
heede  to  his  goode  AA'erkis.  And  as  f is  smyth  jelde  ech  day  to  his 
fadir  ij**,  so  OAA'e  aa'b  to  ^elde  to  oure  fadir  of  hevene  of e/'  too,  fat  is 

'  leaf  155,  back,  col.  1. 
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the  prechour  say  troiithe  agayn)  synne,  anon)  he  is  that  that  threteth 
and  manaseth  by  the  enemyes  of  crist,  that  are  Avikked'  men,  that 
neither  love  god',  ne  her  Eme-cristen).  H  Wherfore  the  prechour  may 
say  trcAvly  in  tliise  daies  that  Avas  Avriten)  in  the  forhede  of  the  ymage, 
Tymes  are  chaunged',  that  is,  fro  Avikkednesse  into  worse.  For  olde 
tymes  Avere  wonte  to  be  to  vs  more  profitable  than  thei  be  noAv.  And 
men  are  noAV  made  Avorse ;  for  thei  Avere  Avonte  to  be  deuoute,  meke, 
and  buxouae,  and  noAV  thei  are  deuoute  in  creAvelnesse,  and  have  no 
mercy.  IF  And  therfore  Avho  so  saieth  trouthe  in  thise  daies,  he  shaH: 
have  a  broken)  hede.  II  Wherfore  it  is  necessary  that  armed'  men 
stonde  before  the  ymage,  that  is,  the  prechoui-*.  Tho  are  goode 
Averkes  in  every  prechour  or  prelate  of  holy  chirch ;  And  yf  it  be  so, 
than  dare  he  not  drede,  sithen)  thei  have  god'  and  trouthe  before 
hem.  For  as  the  ApposteH  saith,  yf  gode  be  Av/t7(  vs,  AA-ho  is  agayn) 
vs  ]  IT  Foke,  the  femyth,  that  Avrought  as  every  good'  cristen  man, 
that  every  daj'-  OAveth  for  to  Averke  meritorie  werkes,  and  so  offre  hyni 
before  the  Fadir  of  heven).     H  This  Foke,  Smyth,  yelded'  ij.  pens  to 
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to  sey,  love  and  honoicr.  For  wlienne  we  wer*  aH  cliildryn  of  perdi- 
cioi]),  and  niy3te  not  helpe  vs  selfe,  Thenne  sent  god  adowne  his  owne 
geten  sone  to  delyue?*  vs  out  of  fraldoni,  as  seyitll  saynt  Ion,  Sic 
Deus  dilexit  mimdum,  vt  fiUum.  suum  vnigenitum.  claret,  This  is  to 
sey,  god  lovid  pe  wordle  so  wele,  that  he  fowchid-safe  to  3eve  his 
owen  geten  sone.  Also  as  focus  lent  to  his  sone  ojie?*  ij**,  Eijt  so  owe 
we  to  3elde  to  Ipe  sone  of  goode  wiH  and  meretory  workis,  that  he 
may  jelde  it  to  vs  a3en  in  the  day  of  dome,  whenne  the  body  shal  be 
glorified  w/t/i  pe  soule.  and  fat  he  may  be  callid  our  sone,  it 
shewith  Avele  in  scWptui-',  wher  it  is  y-saide,  Puer  nobis  natus  est,  et 
filius  datvs  est  nobis,  This  is  to  sej^,  A  child  is  borne  to  vs,  and  a 
sone  is  joven  to  vs.  Also  he  lost  ij^  vpon)  his  wife, — howe  so  1  \)i 
wife  is  ])i  fleshe,  fat  fou  my^te  not  lefe ;  fe  ij''  but  delectacion)  and 
consenting*,  fat  f ou  hast  to  synne ;  And  so  the  flesh  is  euer  contrarie 
to  f  e  spirite,  and  redy  to  Ivil.  Also  he  spende  ij^  vpon)  him  selfe, 
as  fus.  By  fe  first  peny  is  vndirstond  penaunce  for  synne,  for  fe 
wich  fe  soule  is  glorified  in  hevene  ;  The  secounde  peny  is  good  pe?'- 
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his  fadir.  H  Eight  so  we  are  holden)  to  yeld'  ij.  pens  to  the  Fadir  of 
heven,  that  is,  love  and  worshippe ;  for  whan  we  are  ^  children)  of 
losse  and  perdicion),  and  in  servage  of  the  fende,  he  sent  his  sone 
only  to  bye  vs  agayn) ;  sicid  hahetur  in  euangelium.,  Sic  Deus  dilexit 
rimndum,  &c.  ^Foke,  the  Smyth,  lent  ij.  pens  to  his  sone.  This  ij. 
pens  are  om-*  goode  werkes,  that  is,  wille  and  meritorie  dedes  ;  whiche 
ij.  werke*'  we  owen)  to  lene  to  Ihesu  Crist  in  this  lyf*,  that  he  may 
yelde  vs  atte  day  of  dome,  whan  the  body  with  the  soule  shall  be 
glorified',  that  he  be  our  sone.  IF  It  is  written)  in  ysaie  the  p?'ophete, 
a  childe  is  borne  to  vs,  and  a  childe  is  yeven)  to  vs.  This  childe 
Ihesus  shaH  yeld'  this  ij.  pens  ;  he  sliaH  shew  to  our  bodely  eye  his 
blissed'  manhede  glorified'.  And  the  othei-*  peny  is  the  sight  of  oure 
soule,  his  glorious  godhede,  the  which  sight  shaH  never  faile,  but 
ever  be  ioye  and  blisse,  bothe  to  the  body  and  to  soule.  IF  Also  Foke, 
the  Smyth,  lost  ij.  pens  on  his  wyf"*.  This  wyf  is  thyne  owne  flessh, 
the  whiche  thou  maist  not  forsake.  The  ii.  pens,  that  thou  lesest  on 
thi  flessh,  is  eveH  delectacion),  and  consent  to  synne,  in  as  nioche  as 
the  flessh  is  alway  contrarie  to  the  spirite,  and  redy  alway  to  eveH. 
*\  Also  he  spent  ij.  pens  on  hym  self,  for  his  liflode.  by  the  first  peny 
is  vndirstond'  penaunce  for  synne,  by  the  which  the  soule  is  gladed', 
and  in  heveu)  glorified'.     By  the  second'  peny  is  vnderstond'  goode 

>  were  ?  ==  leaf  10. 
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seue?-aunce,  fat  \)0U  owist  to  haue  aH  \>e  tyme  of  ]>i  life;  For  fe 
aposteH  sey)?,  Q?«'  peTsetierauerit  vsqne  in  finem,  saluus  erit,  This  is 
to  sey,  He  that  coratynuyth  vn  to  the  last  ende,  shaH  be  safe.  And 
ferfore  if  f ou  wolt  in  J)is  Maner  spend  ]jyn  viij'',  douteles  \om  iny3tfi 
come  to  ])e  kyndom)  of  heven. 


[Second  Version.     Addit.  MS.  9066,  leaf  10.] 

perse veraimce,  the  whiche  thou  owest  to  hold'  ali  thi  lyf  tyme ;  For 
as  the  AposteH  saith,  he  that  is  perseveraunt  in  goode  werkyng,  vnto 
the  ende,  he  shaH  be  sauf.  H  And  yf  ye  spend'  thise  ij.  pens  thus, 
as  Foke  did?,  ye  shaH  have  everlastyng  lyf.  To  the  whiche  brynge 
vs  he  that  reiorneth  in  blisse  with  outen)  ende  !     Amen. 


MORALlTE    IN    AN    0\ER   MA^ER. HARL.  MS.  7333. 

This  Enipe/'our  is  \>g  deviH,  Jje  which  sterith  a  man  to  holde  his 
day,  that  is  to  synne,  ^and  to  wroth  god  eufirmoi-*.  Virgilie  is  fe 
holy  gost,  jjat  sittith  vp  a  prelate  in  pe  chirch,  to  shewe  and  pro- 
nounce vicis,  &  allege  holy  scripturis  a3enst  synnerys.  The  smyth, 
fat  kepith  not  fe  holy  day,  and  spendith  viij'*,  is  ech  good  cristyn 
man,  fat  turnyth  not  to  the  instigacion)  of  f e  deviH,  but  fat  t?/rnyth, 
and  turnith,  and  stondyth  with  Criste.  And  f er  be  f es  scripturis, 
Tempora  mutantur,  for  it  is  turnyd,  fat  f e  wordle  chaungith  euer  fro 
worse  in  to  worse ;  Et  homines  deteTioirmtuT,  hit  is  soth,  men  ben 
slower  and  slower ;  The  f irde  is.  Si  verum  dicat,  caput  frangatur. 
This  is  to  sey.  He  fat  seyith  soth,  shal  haue  a  broken  hed,  scil.  grete 
thretenyng",  [and]  crueH  wordis.  And  ferfore  fer  ben  fewe  nowe  a 
dais  fat  woH  put  hem  selfe  Pro  domo  Israel,  scil.  for  god.  The 
smyth  3af  euery  day  ij  to  his  fadir,  And  so  owe  we  for  to  3eve  to  f  e 
fadir  of  hevene  houowr  and  love ;  to  f  es  too  we  ben  y-bounden. 
This  smyth  lente  to  his  sone  ij*,  fat  is  to  sey,  good  wil,  and  goode 
werke,  fat  we  shul  ^elde  to  iesu  crist  our  sone ;  for  vfithoute 
dowte,  whenne  we  shul  passy  f is  life,  and  mowe  not  helpe  vs  selfe, 
he  shal  ^elde  to  vs  f e  fowrefold,  as  he  seyith,  Centuplum  accipietis, 
et  vitam  eternam  possidehitis,  This  is  to  sey,  3e  shul  haue  and  take  an 
hundridfolcB  meede,  And  3e  shul  owe  &  haue  euerlasting  life.  Also 
the  smyth  lost  ij*^  vpon  his  wife ;  so  do  we  vpon)  our  flesch,  sal  fat 

'  leaf  155,  back,  col.  2. 
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is  to  sey,  Ivil  dilectacion),  and  consenting  of  synne.  The  wreccMd 
flescli  covetith  theise  two,  and  whenne  fei  liaue  it,  hit  is  y-lost,  For 
god  is  ofFendid  by  hem  too ;  And  fe  flesh  may  wele  be  y-callyd  pi 
wife.  For  3it  as  pe  wife  is  weddid  by  ordor  of  matrimonye,  &  may  not 
departe,  save  only  deth.  So  jji  flesh  may  not  be  depa?'tid  fro  thi 
bonys,  but  by  violence,  wher'  as  wormys  gnawij)  it  of.  Also  pe 
smyth  spendith  ech  day  ij**  vp  on  him  selfe  ;  And  so  slmld  we  eue/y 
day  showe  t'wey  lovis,  pat  is  to  sey,  oon  to  god,  pat  pou  love  him 
yrith  aH  pyne  herte,  with  all  pyne  mynde,  with  aU  pi  soule  ;  That  oper 
love  is  to  love  our  neghboure  as  vs  selfe.  And  if  we  pus  spend  our 
viij"*,  ^yith  oute  ony  doute  we  shuH  haue  pe  Empire  of  Hevene,  as 
focus  had  pe  Empire  of  erth.  Ad  (juam  celeste  impQxium.,  &c. 


[XL] 
[EMPEEATOE  LENOPPUS.] 

(of    the    drunkards    and    the    innkeeper.       HARL.  MS.  7333.) 

iLenoppus  was  a  wise  Emperour,  and  regnyd  in  Eome;  And 
among  aH  othir  vertuys  he  was  mercifuH ;  And  for  grete  pyte  he 
maade  a  lawe,  that  euery  man  pat  were  blinde,  shuld  haue  an  C^ 
Hit  happid,  pat  xiiij.  felawis  were  gon  to-gedre  to  pe  Cite  of  Eome 
out  of  pe  cuntre,  for  noon  oper  cause,  but  only  for  to  drinke  wyne. 
And  whenne  pei  were  sette  in  the  Tauerne,  pei  cessid'  neuer  drinking 
by  pe  space  of  iij.  days  or  iiij,  and  dronke  more  be  moch  pan  pei 
hadde  money  to  pay  for.  At  pe  last  the  tauernere  askid  his  payment, 
and  saide,  pat  noon)  of  them  shuld  passe,  til  tyme  pat  he  were  payd'. 

'  leaf  156,  col.  1. 


[IV.] 

[Second  Version.  Addlt.  MS.  9066,  leaf  10.] 
Teucippus  reigned'  in  the  Citee  of  Eome,  the  whiche  amonge  other 
vertues  that  he  had,  he  was  niercifuH  ;  wherfore  of  grete  mercy  he 
ordeyned'  a  law,  that  every  blynde  man  shuld'  have  an  hundred' 
shelynges  of  his  tresoure.  H  It  fille  on  a  tyme,  that  xxiiij.  men  come 
to  the  Citee,  for  to  drynke  wyne ;  and  aU  thei  went  into  a  Taverne, 
and  there  satte  drynkyng  iij.  dales  or  iiij.  tille  thei  hadde  dronken) 
more  wyne  than  they  had  money  to  paye.   %  Than  the  Taverner'  asked' 
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Thenne  spake  oon)  of  Jje  drinkers,  and  saide  to  his  felowis,  "  Seris, 
I  can  teH  you  a  goode  conseil  in  ]jis  cas.  3©  wete  wel,  it  is  jje  laws 
of  the  Emperour,  fat  eue/y  blind  man  shuld  haue  to  his  tresour  an 
C ;  And  jjerfore,  se?'is,  lat  vs  drawe  cut,  and  drawe  out  his  yen,  on 
whom  the  cut  wol  falle ;  And  Jjenne  he  may  go  to  fe  palys,  &  aske 
an  C"  by  \q  Emperouris  lawe,  and  qwite  vs  aH."  And  whenne  the 
other  men  hurde  fis,  they  were  right  glad,  and  seide,  ]:at  it  was 
goode  conseil.  And  fei  drowe  cut ;  and  it  felle  vp  on  him  fat  jafe 
fe  conseil.  Thenne  his  yen)  Avere  don  out ;  and  so  he  wente  to  fe 
Emperouris  stiward,  and  askid  an  C^  "  Xay,"  quo]?  fe  senescal, 
"  for  fou  haddist  goode  si3t  jiste^'day  ;  nay,  felowe,  fou  vndirstondiste 
Jje  lawe  wrong.  The  lawe  is  I-sette  for  hem  fat  ben  made  blinde  by 
infirmite,  or  by  fe  wiH  of  god ;  And  fou  haddiste  ij.  yen  in  f e 
taueyne,  and  nowe  f ou  hast  don  hem  out  only  by  fi  selfe.  go  a3en 
to  the  taue?'nere,i  and  accord  w/t/i  him  as  f ou  may,  for  sothly  f ou 
shult  of  me  haue  neyther  j'^,  ne  oholas,  ne  qnadrans."  He  jede  ajen 
to   his   felowis,  and   tolde    hem    howe    the  stiward    seide  to    him. 

'  tauerne,  MS. 
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hem  for  his  wyne,  and  said',  "  none  of*  you  shall  go,  tille  that  I  be 
paid'."  H  Than  said'  one  of  the  drynkers,  "Wille  ye  ^  have  a  good' 
counsaile  % "  And  they  said',  "  Ye,  I  pray  the."  Than  he  said',  "  ye 
know  aH  wele  everychone,  that  the  Emperours  laAV  is,  that  every 
blynde  man  shall  -have  an  hundred'  slielynges  of  the  Euipe?-our3 
tresorye.  ^  Therfore  cast  we  lotte  amonge  vs,  and  lette  se  vpone  whom 
the  lotte  shaH  falle,  and  his  bothe  eyen)  lette  be  put  out ;  and  so  he 
may  go  to  the  paleys,  and  after  the  law  aske  in  the  tresorye  of  the 
Emperour  an  himdred'  shillynges;  IT  And  with  tho  hundred'  shillynges 
we  may  acquyte  vs  aH."  Whan  his  felawes  hadde  herde  this,  thei 
were  right  glad',  and  saiden,  "  this  is  right  a  good'  counsaile."  IT  And 
so  anon)  thei  cast  lotte,  and  the  lotte  fiUe  vpon  hym  that  gafe  the 
counsaile  ;  and  so  his  felishippe  put  out  his  eyen).  And  whan  he  was 
blynd?,  one  of  his  felawes  lad'  hiui  to  the  paleys ;  and  than  he  askec? 
of  the  Steward?  an  hundred'  sliillynges,  as  the  law  was.  IT  The  Steward' 
saidf,  "  Frende,  yisterday  thou  sawe  clere  i-noughe,  and  thou  knowest 
not  how  the  law  is  made.  The  law  was  ordeyned'  only  for  men,  that 
of  infirmyte  or  of  goddes  sonde  were  made  blynde,  and  not  for  suclie 
as  have  dronken)  out  her  eyen)  in  the  Taverne ;  wherfore  go  thi  way, 
for  here  thou  shalt  have  no  money."  H  The  wrecchedf  blynd'  man 
'  we,  MS.  =*  leaf  10,  back. 
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Wliewne  Jje  tau^Tner  hurde  fis,  he  spoiled  him  of  all  his  clothis,  and 
bette  him  soore,  and  so  lete  hem  all  go  with  gret  confusion),  &c. 

MORALITK 

Deere  Frendis,  fis  Empe?-our  is  our  Lord  iesu  crist,  fe  which 
hath  maade  a  lawe,  Jiat  ech  man  fat  is  blind,  scil.  enerj  erjiely  man 
that  synnyth,  by  instigacion)  of  ])e  deviH,  of  pe  wordle,  or  of  f e 
flesh,  that  if  he  be  sory  for  his  synnys,  as  blind  men  ben  for  hire 
dorkenesse,  he  shalle  haue  an  C,  fat  is  to  sey,  an  hundride  sithis  ioy 
of  victorie ;  as  he  seyithe,  Centuplum  accipietis,  et  vitam  eteTnam 
possidebitis,  vt  supra.  And  so  is  a  synner  callid  blind.  The  felowis 
that  corny th  to  fe  tauerne,  er  synners,  fat  gon  ofte  tyme  to  the 
tauerne  of  fe  deviH,  And  drinkith,  scil.  wastith  &  co?2sumyth  aH  fe 
vertuys  fat  f ei  Keceivid  in  Baptisrae  ;  And  so  the  deviil  spoilith  hem 
of  aH;  ^the  goodis  that  they  haue  y-don).  They  drowe  cut,  scil. 
dilectacion),  and  custome  of  synne ;  And  f  e  sort  of  synne  fallith  vp 
on  him  that  is  -with  oute  ri3twisnesse  or  mercy.  Suche  a  man)  is 
wilfully  blynde,  as  was  Judas,  that  bet?'ayd  crist,  his  lord,  wzt/ioute 
ony  suggestion) ;  And  f  e?-fore  his  synne  was  f  e  mooi"".     And  f  erfore 

'  leaf  156,  col.  2. 
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went  to  his  felawes,  and  told'  hem  this  aunswere  of  the  Steward, 
IT  \yhan  the  Taverner'  had'  herd'  this,  he  spoyled'  hem  aH  out  of  her 
clothes ;  and  so  with  grete  confusion)  thei  went  out  of  the  Citee,  and 
were  no  more  sayn). 

IF  Declaracio.  Frendes,  this  Emp^rour  is  oure  Lord'  Ihesn  crist, 
that  made  this  law,  that  every  blynde  man  shuU  have  an 
hundred?  shillynges,  that  is,  every  man  that  synneth  of  infirmyte, 
or  instigacion)  of  the  fende,  or  of  his  flessh,  withe  oute  doute, 
yf  he  enterly  sorow  for  his  synne,  he  shaH  have  an  hundred 
shillynges,  that  is,  an  hundred'  old'  more  loye ;  ^  luxta  illud,  Genti- 
plum  accipietis,  &c.  IT  Therfore  eche  man  that  synneth  dedely,  is  made 
blynde.  Thise  men,  that  comyn)  to  the  Taverne  to  drynke  wyne,  are 
synners,  that  ofte  sithes  gone  to  the  Taverne  of  the  fende,  and 
drynken);  so  that  thei  consumen)^  all  the  vertues  that  thei  resceived 
in  her  baptyme ;  wherfore  the  deveH  spoyleth  aH  suche  of  aH  the 
goodes  that  thei  have  done.  And  than  thei  cast  lotte,  and  the  lutte 
of  synne  falleth  on  hym  that  is  with  out  rightwisenesse  and  mercy, 
and  such  one  is  made  blynd,  that  is,  a  synner  most  vile,  as  ludas 

'  consuaren,  MS. 
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when  such  on  comitfi  to  fe  stiwarde,  soil,  prelatis  of  holy  chirch,  lie 
may  not  li3tly  haue  grace. — Why  1  For  Jjey  ben  not  in  pe  wey  to 
leve  hire  synne.  And  jjerfore  late  vs  not  synne  wilfully ;  but  if  we 
sy?zne  by  sikenesse,  or  frailte,  anoon  late  vs  with  shrifte,  and  contri- 
cioD),  and  fulfilling  of  penaunce,  do  it  away,  to  haue  remissioii)  of 
our  synnes,  And  ioy  perdurable,  Jjat  graunte  vs  J»e  lord,  Qui  cum 
paire,  &c. 

[Second  Version.     Addit.  MS.  9066.] 

traitour,  that  betraie($  crist,  with  out  any  suggestion) ;  and  therfore 
^he  synnedf  the  more.  H  Suche,  whan  thei  come  to  the  Steward',  that 
is,  the  prelate  of  holy  chirche,  to  aske  the  hundred  shillynges,  that 
is,  grace  ;  and  he  shaH  aunswere  as  the  Steward'  did,  H  Go  thi  way, 
for  thou  gettest  none  while  thou  stondest  in  dispaire,  as  ludas  did'. 
Therfore  studie  we  aH,  with  aH  oure  diligence,  to  please  god  in  aH 
thynge,  and  than  we  mow  have  everlastyng  mede.     Amen. 

'  leaf  11. 

[  xii.  ] 
[EMPERATOE  POLEMUS.] 

(how  the  king  of  HUNGARY  WAS  DISAPPOINTED  OF  HIS  WIFE.) 

Polemus  was  a  wise  Emperour,  regnynge  in  fe  Cite  of  Eome,  fe 
which  hadde  a  passyng  faire  do3ter,  callyd  Aglaes.  Ther  was  a 
kny3t  in  [the]  palis,  that  hyely  lovid  Jjis  faire  may  ;  And  in  a  cer- 
teyne  day  fiis  kny3t  hadde  a  speche  w/t/i  hire,  and  she^vid  to  hire 
J)e  love  of  his  herte,  J)at  he  hadde  to  hireward.  Whenne  he  hadde 
maade  his  reuelacion)  to  hire,  she  seide  a3en,  That  sitth  he  openyd 
his  harte  to  hire,  so  Sche  wold  openy  hire  herte  to  him ;  and  saide, 
That  she  hadde  lovid  him  in  privite,  Avith  prive  aflfeccion),  bifore  aH 
men,  and  ]jat  by  long  tyme.  Thenne  fe  kny3te  was  glad,  and  saide, 
"  I  mot  visite  ]je  holy  lond ;  and  |)erfore  3if  me  pi  truthe,  and  pou 
shalt  haue  myne,  that  I  shal  not  this  vij.  3ere  haue  no  wife  but  J)e, 
ne  J)ou  none  husbond  but  me  J>is  vij.  jere  ;  And  if  I  come  not  a3en 
J)is  vij.  3ere  day,  I  woH  pat  pou  take  an  husbond  where  pe  shal  best 
like."  The  maide  saide,  she  wold  consent ;  and  pe?*  they  pli3t  hire 
truthe  ;  And  pe  kny3t  tooke  his  leeve,  &  went  his  way.  Sone 
after  pe  Emp'?rour  spake  wAA  pe  kyng  of  hungery,  for  mariage  to 
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be  maade  Litwene  his  dowtjrr  and  him.     A  day  was  set  whanne  the 
king  shuld  come  and  see  hire ;  and  he  com ;  And  he  was  so  hiely 
plesid  with  hire  faire  person),  and  Ientilne?se,  and  bewte,  fat  anoon) 
the  Empej-our  and  he  were  in  fuH    accord,  yf  \>g  dameseH   wolde 
assent.     The  dameseH  was  I-callid,  and  hire  fadir  seid!  fius,  "  Deer' 
douter,  her*  I  haue  spokyn)  witJi  a  king  to  be  thyne  husbond' ;  ISTeuer- 
theles  I  woH  in  this  cause  knowen  fi  wille.     What  seyist  foul "  "  A  ! 
fadir,"  quof  she,  "me  likith  the  kyng  fuH  wele,  but  I  beseche  ^you 
for  goddis  lone,  that  36  ordayne  no  man  to  me  theise  vij.  3ere,  for  I 
haue  avowid  chastite  fis  vij.  3ere."     Anoon  fe  Emperour  wrot  fis 
answere  to  fe  king,  and  askid  if  he  wolde  abyde.     And  whenne  fe 
king  hard  this,  he  Ipo-^te  it  was  but  as  fe  space  of  vij.  days,  he  hadde 
so  hye  love  to  hire ;  and  grauntyd  to  abide  hire.     So  the  vij.  3er* 
were  ycome  to  J)e  ende ;  in  fe  last  day  of  hem  pe  maide  stoode  in  a 
wyndowe  of  a  chambir  weping,  and  saide,  "  Alias  !  alias  !  for  my 
love  bihi3t  me  for  to  come  to-morowe  fro  fe  holy  lond.  And  to-mor- 
owe  is  fe  day  of  fe  kinge  of  hungry,  to  haue  me  to  wife  ;  And  if  my 
love  come  not  to-morowe  at  his  our,  aH  fe  love  is  lost  fat  I  hadde  to 
him  ! "     So  whenne  fe  day  com,  the  king  maade  him  redy  to  come 
to  f  e  Emperour,  w/t/i  a  gret  oost,  for  to  wedde  his  dowter,  as  cove- 
naunt  was ;  And  he  come  y-clothid  alle  in  purpre  &  bisse.     And  as 
he  roode  by  fe  way,  the  kny3te  come  fro  fe  hooly  lond  on  a  faire 
palfray,  and  roode  toward  fe  king.     And  fe  king  saide  to   him, 
"Deere  frend,  whens  art  fou,  and  whodir  art  fou  homiV  "Sir," 
quoth  he,  "  I  am  a  kny^t  of  the  Empire,  and  I  come  now  fro  fe  holy 
lond ;  And  I  am  a  seruaunt  of  jozirjs  in  aH  fat  I  can  and  may." 
Anoon  f  er  come  a  gret  rayne,  and  shent  f  e  kingis  clothis  ;  and  f  0  f  e 
kily3t  saide  to  f  e  kyng,  "  ])ou  hast  ydon)  Ivel  and  vnwisely,  for  f  ou 
brojtist  not  fyn)hous  with  fe."     Thenne  saide  fe  king,  "  Myne  hous 
is  large,  and  maade  of  lyme  and  stone  ;  and  how  shold  I  haue  y- 
brou3t  myne  hous  wM  mel  fou  spekiste  lewidly."     "  I  trowe  wel  I 
do,"  quof  fe  kny3t;    '' ISTeuerf eles   3it  shalt   fou  not   fynde  me  a 
foole."     And  so  f ei  reden)  forth  tiH  f ei  come  to  a  water  ;  and  the 
king  knewe  not  fe  depnesse  ferof,  but  he  smot  his  hors  with  fe 
sporys,  and  roode  in,  and  was  ny  dreynt.     The  kny3t  roode  in  f  e 
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oJ?er  side  of  ]>e  water,  and  liadde  no  peril  at  aH  ;  And  Jjenne  lie  seide, 
"  Jjou  were  in  gret  peril,  and  ])erlove  Ipou.  didist  lewdelicli,  fat  pou 
tooke  not  ])i  brigge  with  jje."  "  Thowe  spekist  inerveilously,"  seide 
J)e  kinge ;  "  My  brigge  is  y-niaade  of  lyme  and  stone,  and  is  in  lengjje 
mof  than  lialfe  a  niyle ;  howe  shold  I  have  y-hrou3t  it  with  me  ]  I 
sey  foil  art  a  lewde  man."  "  In  happe,"  saide  J?e  kny3te,  "  my  foly 
shal  turne  in  to  wisedome."  And  when  )>ei  hadde  riden  a  while,  pe 
king  askid  what  hour  of  fe  day  it  was ;  and  ]je  kny3t  seide,  "  Sir, 
who  so  lust  ete,  It  wer*  tyme  for  to  ete ;  And  ferfore,  my  lord  fe  king, 
If  fat  3e  woH  voche-safe  to  take  a  soppe  with  me,  it  shal  he  no  dis- 
honoure  to  you,  hut  rather  worshup  and  fonking  afore  the  ^  lordys  of 
the  Empire."  "That  wol  I,"  quojj  fe  king,  with  a  goode  chere, 
"  take  mete  of  fe."  So  fey  sette  yn  a  faire  grene  place ;  and  f o 
king,  and  aH  fat  were  with  him,  hadde  fere,  by  fe  purviaunce  of  fe 
kny3t,  a  goode  dyner.  whenne  f  e  dyner  was  y-do,  f e  kny3t  seide  to 
f e  king,  "  sir,  3e  did  lewidly,  fat  36  bro3t  not  yowr  fadir  and  yo?/r 
Modir  with  you."  "  What  spe  >ist  f  ou  1 "  quof  f  e  king  ;  "  my  Fadir 
is  ded,  and  my  modir  is  an  old  wife  at  home  1  Howe  sholde  I  haue 
y-Caryed  hem  with  mel  Forsoth  a  mor'  foole  fan  f ou  art,  fond  I  neue?'." 
"  Preyse  at  fe  pa?-ting,"  seide  fe  kny3t,  "And  bihold  wele  fe  ende." 
They  rode  forth  ;  and  whan  f  ei  drowe  ny  to  f  e  place,  f  e  kny3t  askid 
leeve  to  ryde  by  an  of er  way,  that  was  ner" ;  And  he  dude  in  thilke 
entent  to  be  afore,  and  haue  awey  the  dameselle.  But  he  toke  his 
leve  at  f  e  king  in  f  is  maner.  When  he  askid  leeve  to  go,  the  king 
askid  whodir  he  wold  go  1  "  Forsoth,"  seide  the  kny3te,  "  this  day 
vij.  3ere  I  lefte  a  nette  yn  a  certayne  place  ;  yf  I  fynde  it  y-broke,  I 
wol  leeve  it ;  if  y  fynde  it  cleene,  and  hoole,  I  wol  take  it  Wit7i  me." 
And  so  he  bade  f  e  king  fare  wel,  and  roode  forth  on  his  wey ;  And 
f  e  king  helde  f  e  hye  way.  Whan  f  e  Emperour  hurde  of  f  e  king,  he 
roode  a3enst  him  with  a  grete  ost,  and  Eeceyvid  hym  Avorthely ;  and 
made  him  to  do  of  his  clothis,  and  3af  him  ofer.  So  when  f e  king 
was  sette  by  fe  emperour  at  mete,  f e  emperour  dude  him  chei''  as  he 
my3te,  and  cowde.  Whenne  f  e  mete  was  y-don,  the  emperour  askid 
tythingys  of  fe  king;  And  fe  king  answerd,  and  seide,  "  I  shal  telle 
you  what  maner  talking  I  hurde  f  is  day,  in  the  wey.     I  mette  with 
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a  knyjte  in  pe  wey,  and  lie  salewid  me  cartesly  ;  and  when  we  liadde 
y-i^den)  awhile  to-gedre,  a  gret  Eayne  come,  and  shende  my  Clothis ; 
and  jjenne  saide  the  kny3te,  that  I  dude  lewdely,  for  I  bro3t  not  my 
hous  with  me."     "A!"  quo])  pe  em^erour,  "what  Clothing  weryd 
heV  "Certenly,"  seide  the  king,  "  I  sawe  no  clothing  on  him  hut 
his  cloke,  and  his  hoode  on  his  lied."     "I^owe  i-wis,"  quo])  J3e  Em- 
perour,  "  he  is  a  wise  man  in  Jjat  word,  For  ]je  hous  that  he  menyd, 
was  \>i  cloke.     He  seide  30  dude  vnwisely,  that   36  vsid  not  jow 
cloke.  For  if  30  hadde  on  jour  cloke,  the  reyne  shuld  not  haue 
y-towchid  your  clothing."    "  Sire,"  quo]?  J)e  kinge,  "  we  redyn  further  ; 
by  a  casuel  happe  or  hy  chaunce  I  was  ny  dreynt  in  a  water ;  and 
the  kny3te  rood  withoute,  and  was  safe.     &  whenne  he  sawe  me 
in  periH  of  watir,  he  seide  to  me,  jjat  I  dude  lewdely,  for  I  brou3t 
^  not  my  brigge  with  me."     "  A  !  by  my  lewte,  that  man)  was  no  fole," 
said  the  Empe?'oure,  "  for  he  s^id  the  greite  wysdome ;  for  thou  shuld- 
est,  or  thou  haddist  auutred'  thi  owne  body,  have  I-had  othir  to  have 
I-go  to-fore  the,  and  haue  ypreved'  the  water ;  and  that  he  callid!  the 
bryg."     "  In  the  name  of  God,  be  it,"  quod  the  Kyng.     "  And  then) 
we  riden)  forth  in  the  wey,  and  he  made  me  to  dyne  with  hym ; 
and  when  we  had  ydyned',  he  seid  to  me,  that  I  did  lewdly,  that  I 
brought  not  with  me  iliy  sire  and  my  dame."     tho  said  the  em-per- 
our*,  "  that  wise  man  callid'  thi  sire  and  thi  dame  brede  and  wyne, 
that  fiou  shuldest  haue  I-take  with  ]>e,  with  oj?ir  vitails."     Tho  seid 
the  kyng,   "  As  we  riden)  forth,  he  asked  leve  of  me  to  passe  by 
anoper  waye ;  and  I  asked  of  him  whethir  he  wold?  gOj  and  he  seid 
to  me  in  this  fourme ;  this  day  seven)  yere  I  lefte  a  nette  in  a  place, 
the  which  I  wol  now  visite ;  And  if*  I  fynd  hit  as  I  left  hit,  I  wol 
here  hit  with  me ;  and  I  find  hit  corrupt,  I  woH  let  hit  duelle  stille." 
And  when  the  emperoure  hard  that,  he   cried  with  an  hy  vois, 
"  Where  beth  any  seruaMnt3  ]  where  1  renny th  fast,  and  lokith  my 
doughter  in  her  Chamber,  for  with  oute  doute  she  is  fe  same  nette 
that  he  spake  of."    The  seruaunt-^  yede  to  her  Chamber,  &  founde  no 
body,  for  the  knyght^  had  I-fette  her  wliile  \)q  emperoui'*  met  with 
J)e  kyng.     and  so,  shortly  to  sey,  the  kyng  had  lost  his  pray,  and 
yede  home  with  confusion). 
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Sirs,  this  Emperoure  is  oure  Lord  Ihesu  Crist ;  the  doughte?-  'pai  is 
so  faire  is  eue?-lasting  lyf*,  the  which  god  of  his  goodnesse  hathe 
ordeinecJ  for  kjnges,  knyghtis,  symple  men),  and  pouere  men.  The 
knyght  Jiat  lovith  this  lady,  this  dameseH,  is  eue?y  good  Cristen) 
man),  that  wole  haue  the  kyngdome  of  heven),  for  love  Jiat  he  hath 
therto ;  and  holdith  him  vnworthi  Jjerto,  as  fappostiH  seith,  Non 
sunt  condigne  passiones  huius  temporis  ad  futuram.  gloviam,  }>at  is  to 
sey,  the  passions  and  tribulacion)  that  beth  had  in  this  world'  are 
not  wortlii  for  to  haue  the  loy  that  is  [to]  come.  H  The  knyght  ]jat 
goth  on  pilgremage  vij.  yere, — what  is  Jjaf?  that  eche  good  Cristen) 
man  owith  to  labour''  contynuelly,  as  doth  a  pilgryme,  in  aH  the  tyme 
of  his  lyf,  in  the  vij.  werkes  of  me?'cy ;  and  so  w^'t/ioute  doute  he 
may  haue  the  etle?'lastyng  lyf*  in  blisse.  IT  By  the  kyng  J)at  come 
withoute  cloke,  &  was  ^  y-wet  in  pe  rayne,  may  be  vndirstonJ  grete 
men),  and  mighti  men)  of  the  world',  as  beth  Justices,  Bailyfs,  and 
othir.  H  By  the  cloke  jjat  coverith  oper  clothis,  we  vndirstond'  charite, 
the  which,  as  the  Appostiil  seith,  koueryth  multitude  of  synnes ; 
but  many  oon  haue  not  this  cloke  of  charite,  &  ferfore  thei  beth  wete, 
&  fouled'  with  the  rayn)  of  pride,  covetise,  gloteny,  and  lechory. 
%  Also  the  kyng  was  ny  dreynt,  for  he  had  no  bryg", — what  is  that  ] 
For  right  as  hit  is  hard  to  passe  a  depe  water  withoute  a  brig.  So  hit 
is  hard!  to  be  saved!  withoute  feith.  But  ther*  be  many  of*  vs  that 
woH  rathir  put  her  lyf  &  trust  in  to  the  help  of  the  world!  Jjan  to 
the  help  of  god,  Jje  which  is  not  oonly  myghti  but  almyghty ;  and 
Jjerfore  seith  oure  saviour",  IF  Si  hahueritis  fidem  vt  granum  synajns, 
poteritis  dicere  htiic  monti  ixansi,  et  translet,  That  is  to  sey,  if  ye 
haue  feith,  as  moche  as  hath  fe  corn  of  synewey,  ye  shuH  mow  sey 
to  a  mounten),  passe,  and  hit  passeth  at  a  word'  of  you.  but  many 
of  vs  havith  fuU  feble  feith,  &  Jjerfore  many  oon  fallith  in  to  fe 
diche  of  desperacion),  &  of  dedly  synne.  Also  the  kyng  had  not 
^ffith  him  his  fader,  neither  his  modir ;  by  the  fadir,  that  is  cause  of 
oure  generacion),  is  vndirstond'  mekenesse  or  humilite,  wz'tAoute  which 
\erQ  abideth  no  vertue  in  a  man) ;  as  seith  Seint  Gregory,  IT  Siquis 
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ceteras  virtutes  sine  Tnimilitate  ported,  quasi  in  ventum  ported,  This  is, 
who  so  euer  |)at  berith  othir  vertues  wit/ioute  humilite,  he  berith 
hem  as  in  to  \)e  wynde,  or  as  men  berith  poudir  in  fe  wynde.  The 
modir  is  hope ;  for  as  the  AppostiH  seith,  IF  yS^e  salui  facti  sumus. 
We  bethe  made  save  thorugh  hope.  And  ])e?'fore,  if*  a  man  wiH 
haue  this  fau-*  lif  that  euerlastith,  he  moste  leva  the  brode  weye,  and 
go  by  a  strayt  wayf',  that  is  to  sey,  the  wey  of  penaunce  &  of  fast- 
yng* ;  of  Jje  which  wey  seith  the  AppostiH,  IF  Strida  est  via  que  dncit 
ad  celum,  et  pauci  ambulant  per  earn.  This  is  to  sey,  the  wey  is  ^ 
strayt  that  ledith  to  heueri),  &  few  goth  ferby,  but  many  goth  the 
brode  wey,  scil.  flesshly  likynge^,  fe  which  ledith  to  helle.  &  cer- 
tenly  suche  men)  shul  be  decey ved',  for  her  goyng  fro  euerlastyng  lif ; 
And  f>crfore,  sirs,  lets  vs  vse  to  loue  excellently  this  fail"*  lyf*,  & 
wisely  vse  the  cloke  of  Charite,  &  the  bryg  of  the  feith,  fe  Fadir  of 
loulynesse  in  hert,  the  modir  of  hope,  the  wey  of  penarmce  and  of 
fastyng*,  and  then  by  good  argument,  then  shul  we  haue  the  fair'  lyf" 
that  is  euermore  lastyng^.     Ad  quam  perducat  nos,  &c. 


[  xin.  ] 

AGYOS  THE  EMPA^2?0UEE. 

(of    the    gratitude    of    an    emperor    TO    A    KNIGHT    WHO    HAD    SAVED 

HIS    LIFE.) 

^  A  gyos  was  a  wyse  emperoure  in  the  Cite  of  Eome,  and  lovi(J  wele 
\  bataiH ;  the  whiche  had  a  knyght  vfiih  him  ynamed'  Gerinaldus, 
-X  R  a  strong  man  and  a  myghty;  in  the  felcJ  he  was  a  lyon),  and 
in  halle  he  was  a  lambe.  this  forseid  Emperour*  had  a  feir'  doughter, 
the  which  the  erle  of  Palester  had  previly  ravisshede  and  deflouiid' ; 
the  which  Erie  was  a  grete  warioui"*,  &  strong  in  bataiH ;  and  Jie 
deflouryng  of  this  maide  greved?  the  emperour"  more  than)  did  the 
ravisshing  &  withdrawing  of  her.  And  to  wete  what  were  best  to 
be  do  in  this  cas,  he  made  a  grete  CounseiH  to  be  had ;  And  seid'  to 
his  lordis,  "  Dere  Frendis,  ye  know  wele  what  dispite  is  ydo  to  me 
by  the  defloracion)  and  violence  that  is  ydo  to  my  doughter.     And 
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])erioTG  I  purpose  to  yeve  bataiH  ayen)  this  Erie ;  And  ffirfore  heth 
redy,  eche  man  in  his  degre,  ayen)  such  a  day  to  passe  "with  me." 
"lord',"  quod  thei,  "we  shul  be  redy  to  stond'  with  you  [in]  lyf< 
and  deth."  When  thei  were  in  bataiH,  there  was  hard!  stryf,  and 
alle  the  Empi?r'ours  men)  were  yfeld'  to  grounde,  and  fe  Emperour* 
was  in  poynt  to  be  beheded' ;  But  in  this  har(J  cas  com  fe  forsai(J 
knyght  Gerinaldus,  &  fought  bytwene  this  Eraperoure  and  his 
enemys ;  and  with  the  manly  fightyng  of  him  the  empe?-oure  passit? 
with  f)e  lif* ;  but  the  knyght  abode,  &  restecJ  neuer  tylle  he  had 
killed'  the  erle  ;  Xenertheles  he  had  many  sore  woundis,  &  he  fought 
tyH  the  blode  ran)  to  his  fote.  When  the  Aduersaries  saw  that  the 
lord'  was  ded',  thei  fled  awey ;  And  the  knyght  pursued'  vnto  the 
tyme  that  he  come  where  the  emperoures  doughter  was  y-sette ;  And 
he  brought  her  oute  to  the  Emperoure,  her  Fader ;  For  the  whiche 
victory  and  bringing  agein  of  the  doughter,  he  was  hily  commendi(5 
by  all  the  empire.  Hit  happid  after  this,  that  the  knyght  had  a 
grete  cause  to  be  sped  in  the  Court  of  the  empe?'oure ;  and  Jjerfore 
the  knyght  come  to  the  emperoure,  and  praied'  him  to  be  fauorable 
in  his  cause,  in  as  moche  as  reason)  wold'  sufire.  And  the  Empe'/-oure 
went  to  his  lustices,  and  seid',  "  Goth,  and  yeveth  right  vnto  this 
knyght,  as  reason)  wol  asky."  And  when  the  knyght  had  herd'  thes 
wordis,  he  cried'  with  a  lowde  voys,  and  seid',  "  Alias  !  alias  !  who 
wold'  haue  ytrowed  that  the  emperoure  wolde  haue  seid'  this !  For 
what  tyme  )jou  was  in  bataiH,  &  shuld'  haue  lost  thi  hede,  anon  I 
set  my  self*  for  the,  and  so  thou  ascapidist ;  now  in  my  cause  thou 
sendist  anolper  then  thi  self*,  and  jjerfore  alas  !  Jjat  euer  I  was  ybore, 
for  sorowe  ! "  And  even)  forthwith  he  strepid'  him,  and  shewicB  his 
woundis  that  he  had  receiued'  for  him  in  bataiH,  and  seid,  "  loo  ! 
what  I  haue  suffred'  for  the,  where  as  I  put  non  vnworthier  thing 
for  the  then  my  owne  body ;  and  now  thou  sendist  anofer  to  sit  in. 
my  cause  !  Forsoth  I  servid'  neuer  suche  anothir  lord' ! "  When  the 
emperoure  her(J  jjes  Avordis,  he  was  confusid'  in  hym  self,  and 
seid,  "0  !  dere  frend?,  this  that  pou  seist  is  soth;  jjou  savedist  ^me 
fro  dethe ;  thou  keptist  me,  and  broughtist  ayen)  my  doughter ;  & 
J)es  woundis  fou  haddist  for  my  love,     now,  sothly,  I  shal  come 
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douue,  &  sytte  for  the  in  my  owne  pe?-sone,  fat  shal  turne  the  to 
grete  ioy  &  comfort."  &  so  hit  was  ydo  ;  the  Emperoure  discendid!, 
and  determyned'  the  knyghtes  cause,  in  so  grete  plesawnce  to  ];e 
knyght,  fat  aH  men  com?riendid«  the  emperoure,  fat  disposid'  so 
wele  for  his  true  knyght. 


MORALlTE. 
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ood  men,  this  emperoure  may  be  callid'  euery  good  Cristene  man, 
or  els  aH  mankynd ;  the  whiche  hadde  a  feire  doughter,  scil. 
the  soule  y-made  to  f  e  liknesse  of  god.  The  erle  is  the  devilt,  that 
\y^  ty  etyng  of  the  appiH  ravisshed'  fe  soule,  &  deflourid'  her ;  And  so 
aH  mankynde  was  in  his  seruitute  vnto  fat  fere  come  a  strong 
knyght,  scil.  oure  lord?  Ihesu  Crist,  fat  fought  hytwene  fe  deviti 
and  mankynd',  when  he  heng  on  the  crosse ;  for  if"  fat  had  not 
ben),  we  had  be  loste,  and  perpetuelly  dampnecJ ;  and  he  brought 
ayene  the  doughter,  scil.  fe  soule,  for  the  which  he  suffred'  smert 
woundis.  but  then  the  knyght  havith  a  cause  to  spede,  scil.  oure 
lord?  Ihesn  Crist  wold  fynde  in  vs  a  perfite  lyf,  and  ferfore  he 
knokkith  on  vs  eche  day,  that  we  be  redy  to  him;  for  he  seitfi, 
IT  Ecce  sto  ad  ostium,  ^  pulso  ;  siquits  apperuerit,  introiho  ad  euro.,  ^ 
cenaho  cum  illo,  Sc  ille  mecum,  This  is  to  sey,  lo  !  I  stond  atte  the 
dore,  and  knok ;  who  fat  openyth  to  me^  I  shal  go  in  to  him,  and  I 
shal  sowpe  with  him,  and  he  with  me.  But  many  don)  as  did  the 
emperoure,  f ei  settith  anof er  man) ;  scil.  if"  thei  shuld?  do  pen- 
axrnce,  f ei  settith  anofer  to  fulfill  her  fawtis.  IT  No7i  sic  imjni,  nan 
sic.  This  is  to  sey,  I^ot  so  Avikked  man),  not  so.  Do  hit  thi  self*,  for 
god  set  not  anofer  for  fe,  but  he  suffred  his  owne  bodye  be 
woundi(J  for  f e ;  And  ferfore  in  confusion)  of  vnkynd  men)  he 
hongith  opynly  on  f  e  Cros  naked',  to  shew  hem  his  woundis.  And 
ferfore,  seres,  let  vs  be  kynd  ayen),  &  suffre  for  him  som  penaunce 
or  peyne,  fat  Ave  be  not  founden)  in  f e  daye  of  dome  wit/ioute  som 
good  thing  or  dede ;  for  he  fat  suffrith  for  the  loue  of  god  any  peyne 
in  this  world,  he  shal  haue  ferfore  an  hundrid  folde  mede,  and 
euerlastyng  lif.     Ad  quam,  &c. 
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[  XIV.  ] 
ADEIANUS  THE  EMP^iJOURE. 

(how    a    son    concealed    his    FATHER    JN    HIS    HOUSE,    AND    HOW    HE 

WAS    FOUND    OUT.) 

Adiianus  regned  a  wys  emperoure  in  fe  Cite  of  Eome ;  ))e  which 
ordeinecJ  for  the  lawe,  ]:at  euery  knyght  aftir  \)at  he  myght  no 
more  vse  armys,  for  feblenesse,  he  shulcJ  be  put  oute  of  the 
empire;  and  if*  '^\iat  he  myght  be  founde  within  f>e  empire,  aftir  that  he 
were  impotent,  he  shuld'  be  ded  w^ithoute  pite.  There  was  a  knyght 
namecJ  Porphirius,  a  wise  man,  and  witty  in  armys  &  in  alle  his 
werkys.  When  he  come  in  to  age,  &  loste  his  strengthe,  he  callid 
to  him  his  sone,  that  was  a  knyght,  &  seid,  "  Dere  sone,  thou 
knowest  what  is  pQ  lawe  of  the  empej'oure ;  &  now  I  am  feble,  and 
may  no  lenger  vse  armys,  I  mote  be  put  oute  of  the  empire,  and  per- 
fore  I  not  how  I  shalle  lyve."  then  seid  his  sone,  "  Fader,  if  hit 
happe  the  to  dye,  I  am  redy  to  dye  with  the.  !Neuertheles  in  sight 
of  ali  men)  thou  shalt  entry  in  to  a  ship^:*e,  and  at  nyght  I  shal 
previlye  send  aftir  the ;  and  then  Ave  shul  duelle  to-gidre  alle  ouro 
lyf",  and  non  shal  know  )?e?-of*  but  I  &  my  wif*,  Jjat  shal  servy  the 
in  my  absence."  then  spake  the  fadir,  &  seid,  "  sone,  I  thonke  the 
moche,  but  if"  pon  do  so,  I  drede  that  )5ou  shalt  be  accused,  &  suffre 
deth  for  me."  then  spak  the  Sone,  "fadir,  drede  the  not;  pon 
shalt  abide  with  me,  and  I  shaH:  fynde  the  aH  the  dales  of  my  lif<." 
then  the  fadir  entrid'  in  to  a  Shippe,  in  sight  of  folke,  as  who  seith, 
now  go  I  oute  of  the  empire,  aftir  the  lawe ;  but  in  the  nyght  he 
come  prevely  agein  to  his  sones  hous,  and  his  sonnes  wif*  servid* 
him.  And  eue?*  when  eny  CounseiH  shul(J  be  ydo  in  J^e  Empire, 
fe  yong  knyght  was  callid  j^erto ;  and  Ipere  was  non  that  yaf 
better  CounseiH  than)  the  yong  knyght  did.  At  j-e  last,  lordis  of  the 
empire  had  grete  envy  of  his  wisdom),  and  thei  seid  to  fe  emperoui'', 
"  lor(},  whefer  the  sone  of  Porphirie,  fat  yevith  so  wise  Counseiil, 
haue  not  Jje  wisdom  of  his  old  fader  Porphirie  1  sothely,  Ave  trowith 
J)at  he  hath  aH  of  his  fadir,  &  ])at  he  holdith  him  in  |)e  empire  in 
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previte,  l^ougli  he  ascendid  in  to  Ship ;  Aud  if  hit  be  foundei])  so,  he 
were  worthi  a  foule  deth."  "  Hold'  you  stiH,"  qicod-  the  Emperoure; 
"I  trow  to  come  to  soth  of  this  mater  wele  ynow."  Anon  he  let 
calle  the  sone  of  porphirie.  When  he  was  come,  the  empe?-ours 
seid  to  him,  "I  com?»aund  the,  vpon)  peyne  of  thi  lif',  that  Jjou 
bryng  me  thre  thynge*'  to-morowe,  that  is  to  sey,  thi  best  fiend  that 
j)OVL  haste  in  the  worldf;  Thi  moste  comfort;  and  thi  moste  enemy." 
"sir,  hit  shalbe  do,"  quodt  he.  he  yede  home  to  fe  castel,  but  he 
wist  not  how  he  myght  haue  suche  thre.  He  yede  to  his  fadir,  as 
he  was  wonte  to  do,  when  he  had  any  grete  CounseiH  to  do,  and  he 
askid  CounseiH  in  this  mater."  "  A  ! "  quod  fe  fadir,  "  aH  Jjis  is  for 
me,  for  to  know  whethir  J?ou  holdist  me  or  noo ;  but  take  with  the 
thi  hound,  thi  litel  Sone,  and  thi  wif ;  &  Jjou  shalt  make  satisfac- 
eion)  to  pe  wiH  of  the  emperoure."  &  so  the  ^knyght  did;  he  toke 
tho  thre.  The  Hound,  the  Child',  and  his  wife ;  &  yede  to  the  em- 
peroure. po  seid  the  Emperoure,  "  Hast  ]50U  ydo  as  I  comwzaundid' 
the?"  "Yee,  sir/'  seid  the  knyght,  "For,  ser,  the  best  frend  fat  I 
haue  in  this  world'  is  my  hounde ;  &  jjis  is  my  cause  and  my 
reason),  For  he  woli  neue>'  fade  me  ne  forsake  me,  in  wele  ne  in  wo ; 
and  though  I  bete  him  as  sore  as  I  can,  yit  if*  I  profre  him  brede,  or 
any  chere  do  to  him,  he  wol  come  to  me  ayene  witJi  good  chere ;  and 
aH  nyght  he  woH  rest  by  my  bed,  and  kepe  me  and  my  hous,  fat  no 
man  greve  vs ;  &  ofte  tymes  I  shuld'  haue  be  robbid'  &  yslayn),  ne 
had  my  hound  ybe.  And,  sir,  here  is  my  sone,  my  moste  comfort ; 
&  fis  is  my  skile,  For  when  I  am  in  moste  anger  or  tribulacion),  per' 
is  no  iogoloure  fat  can  make  me  so  fast  lawe,  as  woH  my  sone ;  For 
he  woli  with  his  praty  wordis  &  pleys  make  me  foryete  my  anger, 
fough  I  wei-"  as  hote  as  fire.  Also,  ser,  here  I  haue  brought  my 
moste  enemy,  my  wif* ;  For  grete  labour*  &  thought  I  haue  in  diue/'s 
contres  &  places  for  hir  sustentacion),  as  wele  as  for  me  &  for  my 
childryn),  &  yit  she  is  eiiermore  contrary  to  my  wiH,  &  so  is  non  but 
she."  When  the  wif"  herd  this,  she  cried',  and  seid!  with  a  vols,  as 
hit  had  be  an  home,  "  0  !  wrecche,  clepist  fou  me  thi  most  enemy  ? 
Sir  Emperoure.  I  pray  you,"  she  said',  "  here  me,  Avhat  I  shal  sey, 
this  man),  that  is  here  p?-esent,  susteynef  in   thi   empire  his  sire, 
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ajens  youi''  lawe ;  and  in  his  hous  lie  hath  duellid?  sith  the  tyme  that 
he  was  worthi  to  be  put  oute."  And  when  she  had  put  oute  her 
veneraous  hert  in  this  manere,  then  seid  the  knyght,  "  lo  !  ser,"  he 
seid,  "  what  I  told  you ;  is  she  not  my  enemy,  )?rtt  accusith  me  so 
hily  1  wherfore  I  myght  be  ded,  but  if^  youi""  grace  ordeinecJ  othir 
weys  for  me."  then  the  empe?'our  seid,  "  ]^e  were  thi  wif*,  I  myght 
not  haue  know  fie  soth,  and  ])erlove  ]>o\i  shalt  lede  thi  lif*  with  thi 
enemy.  Go  thi  wey ;  I  woH  not  dampne  the,  and  as  long  as  ]:ou 
levist,  susteyne  thi  Fadir]"  thenne  the  knyght  yeld?  thonkyng  to 
the  empej'oure,  and  yede  home,  and  feire  ende  made. 

MORALITE. 

Dere  Frendis,  this  empej-oui-"  is  the  deviH,  fiat  makith  lawe  among 
synners,  soil,  fat  eche  knyght,  aftir  that  he  hath  passid  tyme 
of  Armys,  scil.  that  eche  good  man)  fat  truly  hatfi  levid',  and  kept 
him,  &  se?wid  god  in  aH  the  tyme  of  his  yongith,  fat  he  then  in  his 
elde  be  put  a-bak  fro  f  e  kyngdome  of  heven),  by  the  vice  of  Covetice. 
For  that  vice  is  more  redy  to  an  old'  man)  fan  to  a  yong,  as  we  mowe 
se  alday ;  and  f e?-fore  seitfi  Seneca,  Cinn  omnia  ^eccata  senescunt, 
sola  cupiditas  iuvenescit,  This  is  to  sey.  When  aH  vices  wexith  olcf, 
oonly  Covetise  ^  wexith  yong,  fat  is  to  sey,  in  an  old'  man.  The  knyght, 
fat  susteyneth  his  Fader,  is  euery  good  Cristen)  man),  that  is  ybound 
to  susteyne  in  the  hous  of  his  hert,  by  meritory  werke*^  oure  LorcF 
Ihes-u  Crist,  f  e  which  heng  for  vs  vpon)  f  e  cros ;  but  many  puttith 
Yihn  oute  by  synne.  )?e  hounde,  fat  is  f e  moste  frende,  is  the  tong 
of  a  good  Cristen)  man),  f  e  which  praieth  continuelly,  like  a  berkyng 
hound  :  wherof  seith  holy  "Writ,  Breuis  oraclo,  scil.  iusti,  penetrat 
celum,  fat  is  to  sey,  A  short  orison)  of  the  rightwis  man)  or  of*  the 
iust  man)  thirlith  or  perissheth  heuen).  By  the  liteH  ChilcJ  fat 
pleieth,  So  we  shulle  vndirstond  a  clene  soule,  y wassh  by  baptyme ; 
fe  which  pleieth  and  hatli  dilectation)  in  peuawuce,  by  the 
which  a  man)  getith  the  loue  of  god,  &  f  e  ioy  of  heuen),  &  by  the 
which  a  man  is  deliuered  oute  of  tribulacion)  &  of  angir;  yncle 
iavonymuSy  wherof,  as  seith  Jerom,  IF  Penitencia  est  secxmda  tabula 
post  naufragium,  fat  is  to  sey,  Penauwce  is  fe  secunde  table  aftir 
'  leaf  158,  back,  col.  1. 
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Sliipbreche.  By  the  wif*  ])at  accusitli  the  maD),  is  vndirstond  the 
flesshe,  pat  bryngith  many  yuels  in  to  a  man),  &  tiseth  him  to  synne ; 
as  seith  the  AjjpostiH;  paul,  Datus  est  miGhi  stimulus  Carnis  mee, 
angelus  sathane,  vt  me  colaphizet,  fat  is  to  sey,  there  is  yoven)  to 
me  a  pryk  of  my  flessh,  an  aungeH  of^  |)e  devylle,  to  turment  me ; 
and  ferfore  this  flessh  is  to  be  cjiasticed',  ]3at  hit  be  not  founde  in 
synne,  in.  tyme  of  deth,  lest  hit  be  founden)  Jji  enemy.  And  jjerfore 
let  vs  study  for  to  norissh  oui''  Fadir,  and  hol(J  oure  lorJ  Ihe^u 
Crist  so  within  vs,  jjat  the  devill  in  jje  day  of  dome  haue  no  jjing  to 
putte  forth  ayens  vs,  Jjat  may  greve  oui-'  soulis ;  and  then  we  shul 
veriliche  trust  to  come  to  Jje  kyngdom  of  heuen).  To  J>e  Avhich  he 
vs  bring,  qui  cuva.  Paire  &c. 

[  XV.  ] 
THEODOSIUS  TH'EMP^iJOUEE. 

(the  story  of  king  LEAR  AND  HIS  THREE  DAUGHTERS.    HARL.  MS.  7333.) 

Theodosius  regi>ed  a  wys  emperoui''  in  the  Cite  of  Eome,  & 
myghti  he  was  of  power  ;  the  which  emperoure  had  thre  dough- 
ters.  So  hit  liked'  to  this  emperom-*  to  knowe  which  of"  his 
doughters  lovid'  him  best ;  and  tho  he  seid'  to  the  eldest  doughter, 
"  How  moche  lovist  J30u  me  1"  "  Forsoth,"  "  quod  she,  "  more  fan  I  do 
my  self"."  "j5erfore,"  qMod!  he,  'fou.  shalt  be  hily  avaunsed;"  & 
maried?  her  to  a  riche  &  njyghti  kyng.     Tho  he  cam  to  fe  secund, 

[Second  Version.     Addit.  MS.  9066,  leaf  74.] 
[  LXXIX.  ] 

(the    story    op    king    LEAR    AND    HIS    DAUGHTERS.) 

Lejre  was  some  tyme  kyng'  of  bretayne  the  more,  that  now  is 
called  Englond.  this  kyng*  leyre  made  the  towne  of  leycetwr, 
and'  called'  it  after  his  name  leycetwr.  this  kyng<  had'  thre 
dough ters ;  the  name  of  the  fyrste  doughter  was  GonoryH ;  the 
seconde  was  Regan);  the  thrid?  CcrdeH,  that  was  beste  taughte,  ancJ 
-^  wiseste.  leyre,  here  fadre,  was  feble  and?  olde,  and'  wolde  marie 
his  doughters  or  he  deyed',  But  fyrste  he  wolde  wete,  which  loued' 
hym  moste,  shuld'  be  beste  mariede.  On  a  day  he  askid'  his  Eldiste 
doughter,  how  mych  she  louyd?  hym)?  "Sir,"  she  seide,  "I  loue 
you  as  mych  as  myn)  owne  lyfe."     "for  sothe,"  seide  the  kyng*, 
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and  seid  to  her,  "doiigliter,  liow  inoclie  lovist  pou  me'?"  "As 
luoche  forsoth,"  she  seid,  "as  I  do  my  self."  So  fe  Emperoure 
maried'  her  to  a  due.  And  tho  he  seid  to  the  thrid  doughter,  "  how 
moche  lovist  foil  me?"  "Forsoth,"  quod  she,  "as  moche  as  ye 
beth  wortbi,  &  no  more."  Tho  seid  the  Emperoui^,  "doughter, 
sith  foil  lovist  ^  me  no  more,  thou  shalt  not  be  maried'  so  richely  as 
fi  sustris  beth."  And  tho  he  maried  her  to  an  eiie.  Aftir  this  hit 
happid  that  the  emperour'  held'  bataile  ayens  the  kyng*  of*  Egipt, 

■  leaf  1,58,  back,  col.  2. 
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"  that  is  a  grete  loue ;  I  may  no  more  aske."  Then  he  asked  the 
seconde  doughter,  how  mych  she  louyd  hyni)'?  she  sayde,  she  louyd' 
bym)  aboue  aH  Criatures  of  the  worlde.  "for  sothe,"  seide  leyre, 
"  I  may  no  more  aske."  Than  he  asked  of  the  yongeste  doughter, 
how  mych  she  louyd  hyiS'T'  "  Sir,"  she  seide,  "my  systers  ban) 
seide  to  you  wordes  of^glosyng^,  but  I  say  to  you  trouthe.  I  love 
you  as  mych  as  I  owe  to  lone  my  Eadire,  and  for  to  make  you  more 
Certayne  how  mych  loue  is  worthe,  I  shaH  say  you,  as  mych  as  ye 
ban),  so  mych  are  ye  worthe,  and  so  mych  I  loue  you."  lej-ro 
wenyd  that  she  had  skorned,  and  was  Avrothe,  and  seide,  that  she 
sTiuld  neuer  haue  lande  of  bym);  But  his  othere  doughters,  that 
mych  louyd  bym),  shuld'  departe  the  lande  betwene  hem),  be  Euyn) 
porcyons,  and  she  sliuld'  be  disheried.  And  he  maried  the  Eldiste 
doughter  to  INIana^es^^  the  kyng^  of  Scotlonde ;  and  the  tothere  to 
Hanemos,  Erie  of  cornwaylle  ;  and  the  mariage  was  thus  made  of  the 
tone  and  of  the  tothere,  that  the  kyng^  of  Scottes  and  the  Erie  of 
cornwayle  shuld  departe  grete  bretayne,  aftere  his  dissese,  so  that^ 
CordeH,  his  yongeste  dougter,  shuld  not  bane  of  his.  This  maydyi:) 
Cordell  wa,s  so  fayre,  and  so  wele  taughte,  that  it  was  mervayle,  so_ 
that  Agape,  kyngH  of  -Fraunce,  herde_speke  so  grete  of  this  maydyn) 
CordeH,  that  he  sente  to  kyng^  leyre,  that  he  wolde  gyfe  bym  here 
to  wife,  leyre  sente  Avorde  agayne,  that  be  had'  departed  his  lande 
bytwene  bis  ij.  Eldiste  dougbters ;  and  so  be  had  no  more  lande,  the 
which  he  mygbt  marie  GordeH,  bis  yongeste  doughter,  with,  when) 
Agape  herde  tliis  answere,  be  sente  agayne  to  leyre,  and  seide,  he 
asked  no  things  with  here,  but  alonly  here  bodie,  and  here  clothing^. 
And'  leyre,  here  fadre,  made  here  wele  to  be  arayed,  and  Clenly,  and 
sente  here  to  the  kyng*  of  Fraunce ;  and  he  loyfully  ressayued  here, 
and  weddid  here,  with  grete  worship,  and  made  here  queen)  of 
Fraunce.  The  kyng-*  of  Scottes  and  the  Erie  of  Cornwayle,  that 
had  weddid  the^  Eldiste  dougbters  of  kyng*  leyre,  wolde  not  abide 
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and  the  kyiig  drove  the  empcroui-*  oute  of  the  empire,  in  so  moche 
that  the  Enipe?'oui''  had  no  place  to  abide  ynne ;  So  he  wrote  leifres, 
ensealid'  with  his  Ryng,  to  his  first  doughter,  pat  seid  that  she 
lovid^  him  more  than  her  self,  for  to  pray  her  of*  socouryng  in  |3at 
grete  nede,  bycause  he  was  put  oute  of  his  empire.  And  Avhen  the 
doughter  had  red  thes  le^res,  she  told'  hit  to  fe  kyng,  her  husbond'. 
1)0  quod  the  kyng,  "it  is  good  |)at  we  socom-'  him  in  J)is  nede.  I 
shal,"  quod  he,  "  gadery  an  host,  &  help  him  in  aH  pat  I  can  or 
may ;  &  })at  wiH  not  be  do  Avithoute  grete  costage."  "  yee,"  quod 
she,  "  hit  wer*  sufficiant  if  that  we  wold'  graunt  him  v.  knyghtes,  to 
be  in  felaship  with  hi??^,  while  he  is  oute  of  his  empire."  &  so  hit 
was  y-do  in  dede;  and  fe  doughte;-  wrote  ayen)  to  the  Fader,  fat 
o])er  help  myglit  he  not  haue,  but  v.  knyghte*"  of  fie  kynges  to  be  in 
his  felaship,  at  Jje  coste  of  the  kyng,  her  husbond.  And  when  the 
Empe^-om''  herd'  this,  he  was  hevy  in  his  hert,  and  seid,  "  Alas  ! 
alas  !  aH  my  trust  was  in  her ;  for  she  said  she  lovid'  me  more  than 
her  self,  and  ferfore  I  avaunced'  her  so  hye."  Then  he  wrote  to  pe 
seconde,  pat  seid'  she  lovid  him  as  moche  as  her  self.  And  when 
she  had  herd'  his  letres,  she  shewid'  his  erand'  to  hir  husbond',  & 
yaf  him  in  counseiH,  that  he  shuld'  fynde  Mm  mete,  &  drink,  & 
clothing,  honestly  as  for  pe  state  of  such  a  lord',  during  tyrae  of  his 
nede ;  and  when  fis  was  graunted',  she  wrote  le^res  agein  to  hir 

[Second  Version.     Addit.  MS.  9066.] 

tiH  after  his  dethe  for  to  haue  the  londe,  but  werred'  harde  vppon) 
hym),  and'  putt  hym  in  so  grete  distresse,  that  they  token)  so  awaye 
the  reawm) ;  but  on)  this  wise  they  ordeyned'  betwix  hem),  that  the 
toon)  of  hem)  shuld'  withholde  hym)  in  soiorne  att  his  lyfe,  with  xl. 
knyghtis,  and'  here  squyers,  that  he  myght  worshipfully  go  to  what 
partie  he  wolde.  Managles,  kyng*  of  scottes,  resseyued'  with  hym) 
leyre  in  the  vaanere  afore  seide  ;  and'  or  a  yere  were  passed',  GonoreH, 
the  wife,  and'  doughter  of  leyre,  was  .somnoyed  and'  dissesed  of  hym) 
and'  of  his'meany,  that'  she  spake  to  here  housbonde,  that  x.  knyghtes 
and'  here  squyers  shuld'  be  putt  from)  here  fadire.  leyre  he  come^ 
right  heviy,  and'  his  meany,  fiat  that  was  putt  away,  and'  his  state 
apayred',  therfore  men)  hadd'  hyni)  in  the  le«se  reuerence ;  Avherfore 
he  thought  to  go  into  Cornwaylle,  for  to  preve  Regan),  his  oper 
doughter,     and'  whew  he  was  Comyn)  to  here,  the  Erie  and'  his 

'  become  ? 
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fadir.  the  Emperoui''  was  lievy  with  this  answere,  &  seid,  "  Sitk 
my  two  douglitiSJ'S  haue  thus  yhevid'  me,  sothely  I  shal  preve  the 
thrid."  And  so  he  wrote  to  the  thrid,  fat  seid  she  lovid'  hi?^  as 
moche  as  he  was  worthi ;  and  praied  her  of  socour*  in  his  nede,  & 
told'  her  jie  answere  of  her  two  sustris.  So  the  thrid  doughter, 
when  she  had  considred'  the  myschief*  of  her  Fader,  she  told*  her 

[Second  Version.     Addit.  MS.  9066.] 

doiighte/*  resseyued'  hym  with  grete  solempnite,  and'  helde  liym)  with 
heni),  with  his  thretty  knyght^^"  and'  his  squyers  ;  hut  he  had'  skarsly 
dwelled'  there  a  yere,  but  that  his  doughter  was  yrke  of  hym)  and'  of 
his  meany,  that  here  housbond'  and'  she  helde  hym)  in  so  grete 
vyolete  and'  represse,  that  of  thretty  knyghtes  and'  here  squyeres 
they  putte  hym)  vnto  ooii)  alone,  than)  was  leyre  more  sorowfuH: , 
than  Euer  he  was  before,  and'  seide,  "  alas  !  that  Eui?r  I  was  borne,  \ 
foFnow  am)  I  more  vile  then)  Euer  I  was  before,  yette  it  had'  ben) 
bette/'  to  haue  dvvellecE  stiH  with  my  fyrste  doughter."  and'  [he] 
wente  agayne  into  Scotlonde,  to  his  Eldyste  doughter.  but  wlieii) 
the~Tyng'~aird'  his  wife  sawe  J>at,  ^and'  the  myschefe  of  leyre,  they 
ressayued'  hym),  and'  tokyn)  away  the  knyght,  and'  putt  to  hym  a  ^;' 
squyere.  then  was  leyre  more  sorowfuH  then)  Eue?'  he  was  be- fore, 
and'  began)  Gretly  for  to  sorowe,  and'  pleyne  hym)  piteously,  and' 
seide,  "  alas  !_alas  !  I  haue  leuyd'  to  longe,  that  it  is  fallen  to  me  ; 
noAv  am)  I  pore  that  was  wonte  to  haue  so  mekille ;  now  haue  I  no 
Frende  ne  kynne  that  wil  me  good'.  CordeH,  my  doughte/-,  seido 
me  fuH;  wele,  and'  that  I  haue  now  fowndyii) ;  for  she  seide  me  as 
myc£  as  I  had',  so  mycll  was  I  worthe,  and'  so  mych  louyd'  shuld'  I 
Be7'  now  wote  I  wele,  that  myn  othere  doughters  han)  fiatered'  me ; 
now  they  take  no  Force,  now  be-houys  me  for  nede  to  go  and'  proffere 
myn)  yongeste  doughte/  CordeH,  to  whame  I  wolde  gyfe  no  lande  ne 
tenemente,  for  she  seide  she  louyd'  me  als  mekiH  as  she  ought  to  loue 
here  Fadre."  and'  on  this  mane/'  [he]  pleyned'  longe.  and'  atte  laste 
he  wente  ouere  the  see,  with  his  squyere,  and'  Come  into  Fraunce  ; 
and'  Ee  asked'  where  the  queen)  shuld'  be  fowndyn),  and'  men)  tolde 
hym).  He  come  to  the  Cite,  and'  sente  his  squyere  to  the  queen),  for 
to  saye  here,  tlxat  here  Fadre  was  comyn)  for  nede,  for  to  gete  some 
good'  and'  helpe  of  here.  The  squyere  Avente,  and'  tolde  in  ordre  to 
the  queen),  how  his  ij.  doughters  had'  lefte  hym).  CordeH,  the  queen), 
toke  golde  and'  sylue/'  grete  plente,  and'  toke  it  to  the  squyere,  and' 
seide  to  hym)  in  CownsayH,  that  he  shuld'  here  that  Tresoure  to  here 
Fadre,  and'  that  he  shuld'  go  to  some  good'  towne,  and'  araye  hym) 
richely  of  riaH  clotliing*,  with-holdyng'  with  hym)  xl*'  knyghte*-  of 
ooue  leveraye ;  and'  when)  he  were  redye,  he  shuld'  sende  vnto  \e 

'  leaf  75. 
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husbond  in  this  foiirme,  "  My  worsliijDfuH  lord',  do  socoui"'  me  now 
in  this  grete  nede;  my  fadir  is  put  oute  of*  his  empire  &  his 
heritage."  J3en  spake  he,  "Avhat  were  thi  wiH  I  did  ]ierio%"  ")5at 
ye  gadre  a  grete  oste,"  q?iod  she,  *'  &  help  him  to  fight  ay  ens  his 
enemys."  "  I  shal  fulfiH  thi  wiH,"  seid  the  erle  ;  &  gaderid  a  grete 
oste,  &  yede  Avith  the  Emperoui''  at  his  owne  costages  to  the  bataile, 
and  had  the  victorye,  &  set  the  Emperour*  ayen)  in  his  heritage, 
and  Jjen  seid  the  emperour",  *'  blessed  be  the  houi''  I  gate  my  yongist 
doughter  !  I  loviet  her  lesse  Jian  eny  of  the  othir,  &  now  in  m}^  nede 
she  hath  socoured'  me,  and  jje  othir  haue  y failed  me ;  and  perfore, 
.-^  J  aftir  my  deth,  she  shal  haue  myn)  empire."  &  '^o  hit  was  ydo  in 
dede ;  for  <aftir  jje  deth  of  the  emperour*  the  yongist  doughter  regned' 
in  his  sted',  &  ended  pesiblye. 

[Second  Version.     Addit.  MS.  90G6.] 

kyng*,  here  lorde,  that  he  was  comyn)  to  speke  with  hym),  and'  to  se 
his  doughte/'.  the  squyere  com?/«aundid'  the  queen)  to  god',  and? 
come  to  leyre,  his  lorde,  and'  toke  to  hym  his  tresoure,  and'  seide  his 
message,  wherfore  leyre  wente  ferre  thense  to  anothere  Cite,  and' 
did'  after  the  ordynaunce  of  his  doughter ;  and'  afterward'  he  come 
to  \q  kyng*,  there  he  soiowrned'  Avith  his  Avife.  leyre  sente  to  the 
kyng*  of  Fraunce,  and'  tolde  CordeH,  his  doughter,  that  he  was 
comyii)  into  Fraunce,  for  to  speke  Avith  hem).  Avhen  the  kyng* 
herde  this,  he  com^raaundid'  all  his  men)  to  take  here  horse ;  and'  the 
queen)  also  com??iaundid'  aH  here  men)  to  take  here  horse ;  and  aH 
they  ridden)  to-gedre.  The  kyng*  and'  the  queeii)  Come  Avith  a  grete 
Avorship  agayne  hym),  and'  ressayued'  hym)  Avith  grete  nobley.  The 
kyng*  com?)iaundid'  throAV  aH  his  reawme,  that  aH  shuld'  be  intend- 
au«te  to  kyng*  leyre,  the  Fadre  of  his  Avife,  as  to  hym)  self*.  When) 
leyre  had'  dwelled'  ^ there  Avith  the  kyng'  of  fraunce  a_nionethe,  he 
tolde  the  kyng^  and'  the  queen  how  his  ij.  doughters  had'  serued' 
hyn]).  Avherfore  kyng*  Agape  assembled'  a  grete  poAA^ere  of  folke, 
and'  sente  hem  Av/t/i  leyre  in  to  bretayne ;  and'  CordeH,  his 
doughter.  Come  with  hym,  for  to  haue  the  londe  after  here  fadre. 
and'  they  passed'  the  see,  and'  foughtyn)  Avith  the  felouns,  and'  slowen 
hem) ;  and'  leyre  toke  agayne  his  londe,  and'  leuyd'  after  uj.  yere  in 
pease ;  and'  afterAvarde  he  diet?,  and'  CoixleH,  his  doughtfi/-,  did'  hym 
be  beried'  at  leycet?<r.  and'  after  the  dethe  of  here  fadre,  CordeH 
lielde  the  lande  of  Bretayne. 

'  leaf  76,  back. 
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MORALITE. 

^  [D]  ere  Frendis,  this  Emperour'  may  be  callid!  ecli  worldly  man), 
the  which  hath  thre  doughte^'s.  The  first  doughter  fat  seith, 
"  I  loue  my  fadir  more  fan  my  self*,"  is  fe  worlde,  whom  a  man  lovith 
so  wele,  fat  he  expendith  aH  liis  lif*  aboute  hit ;  but  what  tyme  he 
shalbe  in  nede  of*  dethe,  scarsly  if*  fe  world'  woU  for  aU  his  love 
yeve  him  five  knyghte^^,  sciil  v.  bordis,  for  a  cofre  to  ley  his  body 
ynne,  in  f e  sepulcre.  The  seconde  doughte?*,  fat  lovith  her  fader  as 
moche  as  her  self*,  is  f i  wif*,  or  thi  childryn),  or  thi  kyn),  f e  whiche 
woH  happely  fynde  the  in  thi  nede,  to  the  tyme  fat  f ou  be  put  in  the 
erthe.  And  the  tlirid  doughte?-,  fat  lovith  the  as  moche  as  f ou  art 
worthi,  is  our'  lord'  god,  whom  we  lovith  to  liteH ;  But  if*  we  come 
to  him  in  tyme  of  oure  nede  w^'t/i  a  clene  hert  and  mynde,  wit/^oute 
doute  we  shuH  haue  help  of*  him  ayens  the  kyng  of  egipt,  scil.  f e 
devil;  and  he  shal  sette  vs  iu  cure  heritage,  scil.  fe  kyugdome  of 
heven).  Ad  quod  nos  &c. 

[  XVI.  ] 

ANCELMUS  THE  EMPi:i?OUEE. 

(op   THREE   KNIGHTS   WHO    WERE   SENT    TO   RECOVER   A   CASTLE.) 

ncelmus  was  a  wise  emperour*  regnyng  in  the  cite  of  Eome ; 
the  which  edifiecP  in  the  ende  of  his  empire  a  passing  fan'' 
CasteH  &  sette  fere  a  StiwarcJ,  com??iaundyng  to  hi/«.,  vp-peyne 
'  leaf  159,  col.  1. 
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Here  may  mert  se  what  fap-e  flaterynge  wordes  done,  that  vn- 
trewly  fullfilleu)  the  be-heste  that^  they  make;  and'  here  also  mony 
men)  may  here,  what  comys  to  hem)  that  sayen)  the  truthe,  as  CordeH 
did' ;  For  it  is  written),  they  that  glosen)  the,  and'  praysen)  the,  dys- 
seyueii)  the,  ancE  they  that  tellen)  the  fe  truthe  and'  the  sothe,  they 
loueu)  the,  and'  are  thy  good'  Frendes,  &c. 

[  V.    leaf  11.  ] 

ANceljTie  reigned'  in  the  Citee  of  Eome,  a  fuH  wise  man,  that  in  the 
endesof  his  Empire  made  a  CasteH,  and  ordejoied?  there  a  SteAvard', 
Liddyng  hym,  vpon^  payn)  of  dethe,  to  kepe  wele  the  CasteH. 
'  tliat  that,  MS.  =*  on,  C. 


A 


54    XVI.  THE  3  KNIGHTS  AND  THIEVES.    STORY.    HAEL.  73B3,  &  ADDIT.  9006. 

of  detli,  for  to  kepe  wele  pat  casteH.  And  this  Stiward  kept  wele  this 
casteH  during  long  tyme,  but  at  Ipe  last  he  was  traitour*  to  fie  emperoui-', 
&  loste  the  casteH.  And  when  the  Emperoure  herd'  this,  he  was  hily 
meved'  in  ali  his  bowels,  &  gert  make  a  grete  counseili,  how  fat  he 
myght  best  gete  this  casteH  oute  of"  the  hondis  of  his  enemys.  So 
there  ros  vp  a  knyght,  and  seid,  pere  were  thre  weys  for  to  gete  hit, 
scil.  Jie  wey  of  strength ;  pe  wey  of  wisdoni) ;  and  the  wey  of  love. 
"&  suche  iij.  knyghtes  pere  beth  now  in  your*  Empire;  pe  first 
knyght  is  strengist  of  any  fat  is  in  any  place,  and  he  berith  a 
scochon)  of  gold*,  with  a  lioii)  in  pe  myddeH ;  the  second  is  Avys,  and 
berith  a  scochon)  with  a  pecok ;  &  pe  thrid  knyght  is  amorous  & 
lovyng,  and  lovith  you  more  fan  may  be  trowid',  and  he  berith  a 
golden)  scochon),  Wit^  a  white  dove.  And,  ser,  by  my  counseiH,  thes 
thre  are  to  wynne  the  casteH  to  you  ayen) ;  and  fe/'fore  sendith  for 
hem,  for  if  strength  be  not  worth,  wisdom  shalbe  worth,  and  if* 
wysdom  may  not  do  hit,  love  shalle  gete  pe  victory."  The  emperoui'* 
liked  weUe  this  counseiH,  and  let  send  aftir  hem,  and  seid  to  hem, 
"  Dere  frendis,  of^  you  thre  I  haue  herd  spoke  moche  good,    ye  know 

[Second  Version.     Addit.  MS.  9066.] 

The  Stewarde  kept  it  wele  a  liteH  while,  and  after  that,^  agayn)-  the 
Emperours  wille  he  lost  the  CasteH.  %  The  Empi?rour,  whan  he  had^ 
herd'  that,  he  was  right  wrothe ;  and  called'  to  hym  his  counsaile, 
and  treted'  therof',  how  and  in'*  what  way  he  myght  gete  the  casteH 
oute  of  his  enemyes  handes.  ^  There  a-rose  a  knyght,  and  said',  "  Sir, 
there  are  iij.  waies,  that  is,  the  way  of  wisedom),  the^  way  of 
strengthe,  and  the  way  of  love.  So  it  is  now,  that  in  thi  Empire  are 
iij.  knyghtes;  IT  "The  first  knyght  is  the  strongest  man  of  youi-*  Empire, 
and^  bereth  a  golden)  sheld',  with  a  lyoii) ;  ^  The  Second'  knyght  is 
wisedome,and  bereth  a  silvei-' sheld',  with  a  pecok*;  ^  The  thirde  knyght 
is''^  wondir  amerons,^  and  loveth^  you  passyng  wele,  and  he^*'  bereth  a 
golden)  sheld',  with  a  white  dove.  U  Sir,^^  by  my  counsaile,  send'  after  ^^ 
thise  iij.  knyghtes  to  recover ^^  the  casteH;  and  yf  it  be  so  that  'the 
strengest^'*  may  not  'gete  it,^^  wisedome  shaH  ;  and  yf  wisedome  may 
not,  love  shaH  wynne  it."  H  The  Emp^>-our,  whan  he  had'^''  herd' 
this,  it  pleased'  hym  wele ;  and  called'  to  hym  thise  iij.  knyghtes,  and 
said',  "Frendes,  we^'^  have  herd'  of  you  grete  praisynges,i^  and  it  is 

'  Cm.         ^  agayns.         ^  Om.         *  bJ^         ^  and  the. 

*  strengest  of  men  ;  and  one.         '  is  right  a.         ^  amerous  passingly. 

^loues.  '"  6'ot.  ^^  Om.  ^^  Om.  "  rescu.  '^  strenght. 

'^  Om.         '^  Om.         "  I.         '^  praysyng. 
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wiile  how  jjat  my  casteH  is  lost,  tlierfore  to  recouere  hit  ayen)  I  send 
you  thre ;  for  the  first  of  you  is  a  strong  warioui-*,  the  second  a  grete 
^ever  of  couiiseiH,  the  thrid  is  a  subtiH  sercher  in  love.  Goth  to 
(lyner,  and  I  shal  geve  you  a  competent  mede."  ^  When  fie  knyghtis 
herd  this,  thei  armed  hem  strongly,  and  yede  her  wey.  When)  thei 
had  riden)  the  space  of  iij.  dales,  thei  come  to  a  forest ;  and  as  thei 
shuld'  haue  entrid  in  to  the  forest,  a  nyghtingale  sat  vpon)  a  tre,  & 
made  a  passing  swete  sonet-song.  At  Jje  last,  oon  of  the  loiyghtis 
spak  to  his  felawis,  and  seid,  "  Sirs,  I  vndu'stond  the  song  of  this 
hrid ;  the  which  is  not  ellis  but  a  shewyng  to  vs  that  ther*  ben  thefes 
in  pis  forest,  &  Jjat  in  grete  plentith ;  the  which  haue  I-hercB  telle 
that  we  come  for  to  rekeuere  the  casteH,  &  here  thei  purpose  for  to 
kille  vs."  then  seid  jje  strong  knyght,  "I  was  for  my  strength 
sent  liider,  &  Jjerfore  yfiih  my  strength  I  shal  defende  me."  Then 
spake  fe  wise  knyght,  "  &  as  ]?ou  wilt  defende  \q  by  thi  strength,  so 
shal  I  me  by  my  wisdom."  Then  spak  the  thrid,  "I  am  neiper  strong 
ne  wys,  as  ye  beth,  and  ]5e?'fore  god  help  me  ! "     Whenne  pis  was 

•  leaf  159,  col.  2. 
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knowen  to  you  of  the^  foresaid?  casteH,  that  is  lost;  Therfore  I  sende 
you  iij.  to  Avynne  agayn)  the  CasteH  out  of  the  handes  of  myn) 
enemyes,  by  cause  the  first  of  you  is  a  stronge  werrioui-*,  The  second* 
best  counseiloui-',  and  the  thirde  the-  sotelest  enserchour.  H  Gothe 
therfoi'^  to  fight,  and  I  shaH  yeld'  to  you  worthi  mede."  The 
knyghtes,  whan  they  herd'^  this,  thei  armed'  hem,  and  toke  her  way 
to  go ;  and  so  thei  ridden)''  iij.  dales,  tille  thei  come  to  a  forest;  and 
as  they  entrecJ  the  forest,  'there  was-'  a  Nyghtyngale  sange  passyng*^ 
swetly  vpon^  a  tree.  IF  Than  said'  wisedome  the  knyght  to  his  felawes, 
"  liereth  'me,  for  I^  vndirstond  right  wele  the  'iS"yghtyngale  songe^  is 
not  els  but  she^''  sheweth  to  vs,  that  in  the  forest  are  theves  ^^many, 
that  have  hercB  of  oure  comyng,  for  to  recover'  the  casteH,  and  thei 
purpose  for  12  ^q  g^gis  yg_"  ^  Than  said'  the  stronge  knyght,  "  for  my 
strengthe  I  am  hedir  sent ;  therfore  here^^  I  shaH  defende  you  by  my 
strengtlie."  Tho^^  said'  the  wise  knyght  to  his  felawes,  "  and  as  thou 
wilte  defende  vs  by  thi^*'  strengtlie,  Right  so  I  shaH  defende  you  by 
my  Avisedome."  Than  said'  the  thirde  knyght,  "  I  am  not  stronge, 
ne  wise,  as  ye  are ;  god  be  my  helper ! "    H  Whan  thei  hadde  thus 

'  this.         ^  Om.         3  liad  herd.         "  ryde.         "  Om.         «  fulle.         "•  on. 

^  On.         '  nyghtyngaivs  song  ;  her  song.  ^^  Om.         "  leaf  11,  back, 

'=  Om.         '■'  destroy,         ''  Om.         '*  than.         '«  Om. 
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seid,  tliei  entrid  in  to  fe  forest,  and  J^ei  met  witJi  her  aduersaries. 
So  the  strong  knyght  began)  to  defende  hi?/^,  &  to  fight  manfully ; 
but  atte  J>e  last  pere  came  an  arowe,  &  smate  hiin  at  Jje  stomak,  & 
he  feH  doun)  ded.  Whenne  f>e  Avise  man  saw  Jiat,  he  gaii)  to  alegge 
resons,  &  to  putte  f orthe  wise  wordis ;  but  thei  yeve  not  grete 
heryng  to  his  resons,  but  at  fe  last  oon  smote  Iwn  to  Ipe  hert,  and 
slow  him.  then  the  thrid  knyght  seyng  this,  he  shot  an  arowe  to 
f e  maiste/*  of  the  thevis,  &  he  was  ded  Jierby ;  and  when  Jjat  ojie?' 
meyne  saw  Jj«t  her  maiste;-  was  ded,  thei  fled.  And  fe  knyght 
pursued  forth  to  Jje  casteH  J>at  Avas  lost;  and  when  he  come,  he 
founde  the  yatis  opeii).  He  entrid,  &  slow  hem  that  were  therin,  & 
sette  vp  in  a  toure  the  bane;-  of  tlie  emperoui''.  And  when  the 
emperoui''  herd  telle  how  wisely  and  strongly  fat  he  had  ywonne  pe 
casteH,  he  avaunced  the  knyght  to  grete  honoui-'  and  richesses ;  fe 
which  bare  hi?^  and  shewid  hym  to  be  a  doughti  body  in  all  his  lyf*, 
and  faire  ende  made. 
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said',  anoii)  thei  entred'  the  forest,  and  sone  the  malefactours  mette 
hem.  the  stronge  knyght  began  myghtily  to  fight,  and  for  to  defende 
hym;i  and  a  quarell  come  from  an  arblast^  and  smote  hym  in  the 
stomalv",  and  slough  hym.  ^  The  wise  knyght,  whan  he  had?  seen 
this,2  than'*  he  began  to  allegge  resons,  and  shew  to  hem  Avisedome ; 
but^  thei  'toke  no  kepe  therof*,*^  but  one  smote  hym  to  the  hert,  and 
he  dyed'.  H  That  saw  the  thirde  knyght,  and  sent  an  arowe  to  the 
niaister  theef*,  and  smote  hym  thurgh  by  the  myddes ;  and  so  he 
dyed.  %  The  other  theves  saAve  that,  [and  fled.'']  the  knyght 
foloAved'  hem  vnto  the  CasteH  that  was  lost ;  and  Avhan  he  founde  the 
yates  open,  he  went  in,  and  aH  that  were  'ther  in^  he  slough,  and  the 
baner  of  the  Empe/'oui'*  he  sette  above  an  high,  in  the  toAATe.  IT  Whan 
the  Enip6?'oui''  herd'  this,^  that  the  knyght  had'  thus^**  myghtily  and 
Avisely  recovered' 11  the  casteH,  he  jDromoted'  hym  to  grete  richesse; 
the  Avhich  aH  his  lyf^  aftir  \visely  and^^  myghtily  governed'  aH  that 
he  had',  and  so  ended'  his  lyf*  in  pease. 

'  hem.         2  arowblast.         ^  that.         ■*  Oin.         *  Om. 

*  gaf  no  grete  heryug  to  his  resons.  ''  Siqqdkcl  from  C. 

^  ther.         ^  Om.         '"  so.         "  recurid.         '-  Om, 
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MOEALITE. 

DEi-e  Frendis,  this  Einperoiu'  is  oure  lord  Ihesu  Crist ;  the  casteH 
is  paradys,  the  Stiward  is  Adam,  oiu^  first  fadir,  pat  lost  the 
casteH  of  paradys.  ]3e  iij.  knyglites,  of  whom  oon  was  strong, 
anoyer  wys,  &  fe  thrid  amerous,  beth  the  thi-e  kyndis  of'  men,  to  Jig 
which  god  hath  com??iaundid'  to  recoue;-e  ayen)  Paradys,  that  Adam 
lost.  By  fe  strong  ^knyght  we  moste  vndirstonde  pe  myghty  men  of* 
this  world' ;  fe  which  berith  a  scochou)  ouergilt, — how  so  1  For  oute- 
ward'  thei  shyne  by  hye  power,  and  vrithynne  [stynkene.] — And 
how  here  tliei  a  lyon)  in  the  myddis  1  For  the  lion)  is  kjng  of*  aH 
bestis,  &  an  men  dredith  him.  And  so  hit  is  by  thes  myghti  men), 
for  thei  be  ouer  simple  men,  &  over  pouere  men),  &  hem  thei  spoilen) 
and  robben) ;  but  then  anon),  when  thei  come?j  in  to  the  forest,  and 
an  arowe  is  shot  ayens  hem,  of  pride  or  lechery,  sothly  thei  bowith 
J)e/'to,  and  anon  ben)  ded  w/t7i  the  stroke.  And  fe/fore  Holy  "Writ 
seith  thus,  H  Die  vU  sunt  potenies,  qui  quondam  regnabant,  qui  cum 
canibns  4'  auib-as  ludehant,  comederunt  <J*  hiberunt  ?  mortid  sunt, 
S)'  ad  inferna  descenderunt,  This  is  to  sey,  Wher"  beth  thei  thes 
myghty  men),  fat  som  tyme  pleid  Av/t/t  hoimdis  and  hawkis,  &  so 

•  leaf  159,  back,  col.  1. 
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Declaracio.  Frendes,  this  Emp^roui''  is  oure  lorde  Thesw  crist ; 
The  CasteH  is  paradise ;  The  Steward'  is  Adam,  the  first  man,  that 
lost  the  CasteU  of  Paradise.  The  iij.  knyghtes,  one  stronge,  an- 
other wise,  the  third'  amerous,  are  iij.  maner  of  men,  the  whiche  that 
god  wille  that  thei  werken)  and  laboui''  somwhat,  for  to  recover  and 
Wynne  paradise.  IT  By  the  stronge  knyght  we  shaH  vndirstond' 
myghty  men  of  this  world',  that  beren)  a  golden)  sheld',  that  is,  shynyng 
with  out;  So  shyne  they  Avith  out,  and  stynken)  with  in.  thei 
here  a  lyon)  in  the  myddes  of  her  sheld' ;  and  wele  they  may  here 
a  lyon),  for  a  lyon)  is  kyng  of  bestes,  and  all  bestes  drede  the  lyon). 
IT  So  thise  myghty  men  wolle  be  above  poore  men  and  symple,  and 
spoj'le  hem,  and  robbe  hem,  for  suche  are  in  the  forest  of  this 
world'.  ^  AN^han  the  arowe  of  pride  or  of  lechery  come  to  hem,  anon) 
thei  enclyne  to  hem;  and  therfore  speketh  holy  scripture  ayenst 
myghty  men  on  ^this  wise,  H  Say  now,  where  are  grete  men,  that 
somtyme  reigned',  the  whiche  plaied'  withe  houndes  and  Briddes  %  they 

'  leaf  12. 
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miirily  ete  &  drunke  ?  tliei  betli  ded,  and  descendid  dou)  to  helle. 
The  brid,  pat  sang  so  murely  in  the  top  of  the  tre,  is  fi  conscience ; 
the  which  tellith  euermore  what  is  to  be  chosen),  &  what  is  to  be 
refusid ;  and  ])erfore  seith  the  ApostiH,  Omne  quod  Jit  contra  con- 
scienclam,  edific<it  ad  gehennarn  ^c.  vt  sujjva.  The  thefes,  J)at  beth 
in  pe  forest,  beth  pride  of  lyf",  wronge  covetise  of  yjen),  &  wrong 
covetise  of  Flessh.  The  auctoar  of  pride  is  Ipe  devyli ;  The  aucto?w 
of  covetise  of  yjen)  is  pe  world' ;  The  auctowr  of  covetise  of  Flesshe 
is  man  self*,  for  thou  norisshest  &  levist  diKcatly.  By  the  wise 
knyght  beth  moste  vndu'stond'  men  of  holy  Chu'che,  Tustices  &  lugis, 
Eriis,  and  opere.  Thes  men  berith  the  scochoij)  of  Siluer, — how  so  1 
For  thei  makith  to  hem  a  feir"  tong  as  Siluer,  and  hit  is  of  hem  as 
hit  is  of*  a  man)  that  lokith  in  a  niirrour' ;  For  as  long  as  a  man 
lokith  in  a  myrroui-*,  as  long  is  pe  ymage  of*  him  in  his  sight,  but  as 
sone  as  pe  visage  is  fro  the  myrroui-*,  as  sone  pe  sight  of*  pe  ymage 
goth  awey.  so  by  hem ;  For  als  long  as  pe  pouere  man  hath  a  good 
purs,  as  long  thei  woH  help,  but  as  sone  as  pe  purs  faileth,  fei  fleetli, 
and  wol  not  be  yhad.  And  Jje?'fore  seith  Osee,  Non  est  [verita^s,  nan 
est]  ??iisericord/a,  non  est  scientia  del  in  terra.  Non  est  vexitas  in 
paiipexihiis,  quia  peviurant  se  cotidie ;  malunt  enim.  peviurari  quam 

[Secovd  Version.     Addit.  MS.  9066.] 

eten),  and  dronken),  and  went  to  helle.  IT  The  nyghtyngale  that 
songe,  is  p\  conscience,  that  all  way  seith  to  the  what  is  to  chese,  and 
what  is  to  ile.  And  therfore  saith  the  ApposteH,  AH  that  is  done 
agayn)  conscience,  edetieth  to  helle.  Extorcioners  and  theves  are 
in  the  forest  of  this  world',  tho  are  pride,  concupiscence  of"  eyen), 
and  concupiscence  of  flessh.  Auctor*  of  pride  is  the  fend' ;  auctor  of 
concupiscence  of  eyen)  is  the  world' ;  and  auctor  of  concupiscence  of 
the  flessh  art  thou  thi  self,  that  livest  delicatly,  and  norisshest  thi 
flessh.  ^  By  the  wise  knyght  ye  shaH  vndirstond'  domesmen  of  holy 
chirche,  and  Justices,  and  Sherefes.  thise  bere  a  siluer  sheld',  that  is 
to  sey,  they  shew  faire  speche  as  siluei-* ;  and  it  is  of  hem  as  it  is  of 
an  ymage  in  a  myrroui'* ;  but  go  from  the  myrroui-',  and  the  ymage 
gothe  his  Avay.  IF  Right  so  some  symple  men  have  the  jJurse  open)  for 
to  yeve  hem  than  thei  behold'  the  poore  men,  but  and  tlie  purse  be 
shitte,  they  gone  her  way;  IT  Of  the  which  speketh  hike,  In  a  tyme  they 
beleven,  and  in  a  tyme  thei  gone  her  way.  H  Also  the  prophete  Ysaye 
seith,  there  is  no  trouthe,  there  is  no  Mercy,  there  is  no  wisedome  of 
god'  in  erthe.     there  is  no  trouthe  in  poore  men,  for  ofte  thei  for- 
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denarios  amittere.^  Non  est  ??dsericord(;a  in  dmitihns,  quia  volunf 
habere  ameTciamenta  supon  jpvo-simos.  Non  est  scientia  in  halliuis  ^ 
iudicihws,  qui  deherent  eque  iudicare.  Non  est  Veritas  in  iudiciis 
exequendis,  nee  77iisericord/a  in  miseris  subueniendis,  nee  scientia  in 
2)evicxili^  cauendis.  Hit  is  seid.  here,  that  fe  me?'cy  ne  the  comiyng  of 
god  is  not  vsid  ^in  erth,  as  he  sendith  hit;  for  ne  Ipere  is  no  soth- 
fastnes  among  the  poue?'e  people,  for  eche  day  thei  woH  forswere  hem  ; 
thei  had  lever  he  forswore  then  lese  her  money ;  pere  is  no  me?'cy  ne 
pite  with  the  riche,  for  thei  takith  amercyment3  and  pleynt^  wrong- 
fully vpon)  her  neighhozws  ;  Thei''  is  no  connyng  vfith  lugis  ne  Bailyfs, 
fat  shuld'  deme  iustly ;  ther'  is  no  right  xsid  in  domys  to  be 
executed',  ne  mercy  in  wrecchis  to  be  holpyn),  ne  comijng  in  perilis 
to  be  eschewid'.  And  ferfore  hit  is  seid',  Jac.  v,  Conuersum  est 
iudicium.  retrorsum,  et  ivsticia  a  longe  stetit,  this  is  to  sey,  Dome  is 
turned'  bakward',  and  rightwisnes  stoode  afer.  such  men  berith  a 
Scochon)  v^iih  a  pecok,  for  the  pecok  goth  like  a  thef*,  and  so  do  thei ; 
thei  bringith  fore  moche  ayens  pore  people,  but  thei  yelde  to  hem 
right  HteH ;  and  as  fe  pecok  hath  many  yi,eni  in  his  taiH,  &  all  beth 
blynde,  so  hath  suche  men  many  wordis,  &  aH  beth  fals  &  deceyuable. 
And  jjerfore  when  the  arow  of  penau«ce  comyth  to  hem,  anon  thei 
fallith,  for  thei  turneth  bakward'  rightwisnes.  The  iij'''^.  knyght, 
fat  slow  f e  maister  of  the  theves,  is  euery  good  Cristeu)  man)  fat 

'  aguttere,  MS.  "^  leaf  159,  back,  col.  2. 
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swere  hem  [rather]  than  thei  wold'  lese  vj.  pens  ;  there  is  no  mercy 
in  riche  men,  for  thei  wille  have  the  mersement  and  the  chafFare  of 
lesjTiges  ;  There  is  no  wisedome  in  bailies,  that  oweth  to  deme  evenly, 
Ne  there  is  no  trouthe  in  domes  to  be  gynneu),  ne  mercy  to  wrecches 
to  be  holpen),  ne  wisedora)  in  pereH  to  be  escheAved'.  IT  Therefoi-'  seith 
ysaie  the  prophete,  Truthe  is  put  downe,  and  rightwisenesse  stonde 
aferre.  such  beren)  the  Shekl'  with  a  pecot.  the  pecot  goth  like 
a  theef";  right  so  thei  do  to  symple  men,  for  thei  behight  mekeH, 
and  yeve  liteH ;  also  the  pecok*  hath  many  eyen)  in  his  taile,  and 
aH  are  bljaide,  and  so  are  thei,  for  thei  speken)  many  faire  wordes, 
and  aH  are  false  and  sclaunderous.  H  Therfore,  whan  the  arowe  of 
penaunce  cometh  to  hem,  anon)  thei  fallen),  for  thei  pe?-ue?-ten  trouthe. 
H  The  thirde  knyght,  that  slough  the  maister  theef ,  Is  a  good'  cristen) 
man,  that  trusteth  not  in  mannes  myght,  ne  in  wisedome  of  the 
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trustitli  not  in  strength  of*  man,  ne  in  transitory  wisdom,  but  aH  in 
fe  grace  of  god ;  and  sucne  men  w?t7iOute  doute  sliuH  wynne  the 
casteH  of  heveii).     Ad  quod  &c. 

[  XVII.  ] 

CACLIDES. 

(of   a   YOUNG   KNIGHT   WHO   SLEW   AN   OLD   KNIGHT   AND   MARRIED   HIS 

WIDOW.) 

Caclides  was  a  wys  empej'oure  regnyng  in  the  cite  of  Rome ;  in 
])e  Empire  of*  whom  thei''  were  two  knyghtis,  oon  was  ol(J,  and 
fat  oJ)ir  was  yong*.  the  old'  man  had  weddid  to  'wif  a  yong  damysell, 
and  the  yong  knyght  had  weddid  an  okl'  woman);  and  both  thes 
men  duellid'  in  oo  cite,  ny  to-gidr".  So  hit  happid  in  a  certain  day, 
that  this  yong  knyght  had  a  grete  y3e  on  the  yong  wif,  that  was 
y weddid'  to  the  old'  knyght,  and  was  hily  ravisshed  in  to  hir  love ; 
and  J)ought  "  pat  hit  had  be  more  connenient  me  to  haue  had  this 
yonge  woman),  and  fe  ojier  man  my  wif*."  Aud  in  dede  he  spak  to 
this  yong  womaii),  &  she  grauntid  him ;  but  she  was  kept,  pat  she 
myght  not  breke  oute,  to  do  no  trespas.     So  pis  woman)  lokid  oute 

[Second  Version.     Addlt.  MS.  9066.] 

world',  that  is  passyng,  but  only  trusteth  in  goddes  gTace;  to  the 
wliiche  god?  brynge  vs  !     Amen. 

[  VII.   leaf  13,  back.! 

CTclides  reigned'  in  Eome  Emperoure,  in  whos  Empire  were  ij. 
knyghtes,  one  olde,  anothei''  yonge.  The  olde  knyght  hadde 
wedded'  a  yonge  woman, •  and  the  yonge  knyght  'had'  wedded' ^  an 
olde  woman ;  and  thise  ij.  knyghtes  dwelled'  nere  to-gedre.  It  'happened' 
this  3  yonge  knyght  sawe  ones  the  wyf*  of  his  felaw,  the  olde  knyght, 
and  anon)*  he  was  take  *  in  the  love  of  her,  and  thought,  it  were 
more  honest  that  I  shuld'  have  such  a  wyf*,  'and  my  felaw  to  have 
suche  a  wyf*  as  I  have.*  IT  This  yonge  knyght  sj^ake  so  to  the  yonge 
lady,  that  she  consented? ;  but  she  was  kept  so  streight,"  that  in  ^  no 
wise  thei  myght  not^  come  to-gedre,  for  to  fulfille  her  wille  in  feble 
dede.    ^  It  fiUe  so,^*^  that  the  lady  was  wonte  ofte  sithes  to  rise,  and 

^  inayde.         *  Om.         ^  happed  that  the.         *  Om.         ^  Om.         ^  Om, 
•^  Om.        ^  Om.         ^  Om.         '"  Om. 
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oft  tyme  at  her  cliambe/'  -wyndowe,  for  to  here  the  swete  song  that 

the  yong  knyght  vsid  to  syng ;  and  afore  this  wyndow  stode  a  fehe 

fj'gge-tre,  vpoii)  fe  Avhich  a  nyghtingale  vsid  to  sit  &  syng;  and 

therfore  J)e  yong  lady  vsid  ofte  tyme  to  rise  in  the  nyght  to  here  this 

brid  syng.     At  J^e  last  the  old  man,  her  husbond,  pe/'ceyved  hit,  and 

seid  to  hir,  "  Telle  me  the  cause  whi  fou  risest  so  ofte  fro  tlii  bed." 

"  A  !  ser,"  quod  she,  "  fere  is  sittyng  in  fe  tree  suche  a  brid',  ]!at 

syngeth  swetly,  and  I  arise  to  here  him."    &  )je  knyght  arose  vp,  and 

toke  an  arowe  and  a  bowe,  and  shet  at  fe  brid,  &  slowe  hit ;  &  drow 

his  hert  oute,  &  cast  hit  to  her,  &  seid,  "  Take  fere  the  hert  of"  him, 

for  whos  song  Jjcii  ros  vp  so  anyght  fro  me.     And  ferfore  fro  henuys 

forward  hold'  thi  bed'."     "When  fe  yong  knyght  herd'  telle  how  ^  that 

he  had  slawe  this  brid,  he  thought,  "  if  he  knew  how  moche  I  love 

his  wif,  he  wold'  do  to  me  as  he  hath  do  to  fe  brid ;  but  hit  shal  not 

be  so."    He  armyd  him,  and  entrid  in  to  the  lious  of*  the  old'  knyght, 

and  slow  him ;  &  sone  after  his  old'  wif*  died',  and  fo  he  weddid  tho 

yong  wif*. 

»  leaf  IGO,  col.  1. 
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go  to  her  chambre  wyndow,  for  to  here  the  yonge  knyght,  how 
meryly  he  songe.  And  before  the  wyndowe  was  a  figge-tree,  vpon 
the  whiche  a  Xyghtyngale  songe  swetely.  The  lady  'a-roose  on 
nyghtes  ^  for  to  here  his  songe.  The  oide  knyght,  whan  he  had'  peu- 
seivetB  that,  he  said'  to  his  wyf,  "  Telle  me  for  what  cause  thou  risest 
so  ofte  on-  nyghtes,  out  of  thi  beddeT'  IF  She  said',  "sii-*,  there  is  a 
nyghtyngale,  that  syngeth  every  ^  nyght  fuUe  swetely,  and  for  to 
here  his  songe  I  rise  out  of*  my*  bedde  "a  nyghtes."*  IT  Whan  the 
knyght  had'''  herde  "that,  he  toke  a  bowe  and  an  arowe,  and  slough 
the  X yghtyngale  ;  and  toke  out  the  harte,  and  gaf*  it  to  his  wyf*,  and 
said',  "  Se,  'here  is  his  hert^  that  songe  so  merely,  for  whos  songa 
thou  aroose  so  ofte  ;  from  hens  forward'  thou  shalt  rest  in  thi  bedde." 
IT  The  yonge  knyght,  whan  he  herde  that  the  Kyghtyngale  was  slayn), 
he  thought  'in  his  hert,  "and^  he  wist  how  moche  I  loved'  his  wyf', 
he  wold'  do  to  me  as  he  did'  to  the  Nyghtyngale,  but  it  shaH  not  be 
so."  ^  Than  he  armed'  hym,  and  Aveiit^*^  into  the  house  of  the  olde 
knyght,  and  slough  hym  ;  and  ^^  anon)  after  ^^  his  wyf  died' ;  and  than 
he  wedded'  the  olde  knyghtes  wyf*,  and  afterward  ended'  his  lyf*  in 
pease. 

'  rose  a-nyghtes.      ^  in.      ^  alle.      *  the.      ^  at  nyght.      ^  Ovu      '  leaf  14. 
'  the  hart  of  hym.     ^  with  in  hym  selfe,  Yf,     '"  entred.     "  Om.     '^  after  that. 
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MORALITE. 


Ere  frendis,  this  Eniperoure  is  oiire  lorde  Ilit'su  Crist,  Fader  of 
lieveii).  In  his  empire  beth  two  knyghtes, — how  so  1  )pe  yong 
knyght  was  moyses,  fat  weddid  the  old'  wif*,  sell.  ]>e  old  lawe, 
fat  was  byfore  the  natiuite  of  Crist :  the  old*  knyght  is  our'  lor(J 
Ihe^u  Crist,  the  which  is  w^t7ioute  begynnyng;  and  he  weddid  a 
yong  wif ,  when  he  made  the  new  lawe,  &  fylid  not  fat  othir,  as  is 
seid  in  the  gospeH,  Non  veni  soluere  legem,  sed  adhnplere,  I  come 
not  to  lose  or  vndo  fe  lawe,  but  to  fulfille  hit.  but  moyses  &  aH 
othir  p7-ofit3  and  patriarkes  desired  for  to  se  this  new  lawe  of  Crist, 
and  to  be  weddid'  fe;'with;  but  fei  myght  not  se  hit.  The  lady 
ros  vp  ofte  tyme  for  to  here  the  swete  song  of  the  bircJ ;  by  the  lady 
we  vndirstond  fe  soule,  made  to  fe  likkenesse  of  god,  fe  which 
owith  to  arise  fro  the  bed  of  synne,  and  here  fe  song  of  fe  word'  of 
god,  and  of*  holy  script^ire.  The  fyg-tre,  fat  stondith  afore  fe 
wyndowe,  is  f e  Cros  of  Crist,  fat  stondith  afore  oure  y3en) :  the 
brid,  fat  syngeth  so  swetly,  is  f e  manhode  of  Crist,  f e  which  praied 
his  fader  for  vs  on  ^  the  cros ;  and  fere  in  fat  tre  was  slayn)  by  men 

'  in,  MS. 
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Declaracio.  Frendes,  this  Emperour  is  our  lord'  IIk'su  crist, 
in  whos  Empire,  that  is,  in  this  world',  were  two  knyghtes,  one 
yonge,  the  other  olde.  The  yonge  knyght  was  Moyses,  that  wedded' 
the  olde  woman,  that  is,  the  olde  lawe.  IT  The  olde  knyght  was  our 
lord'  Ihesu  crist,  that  is,  god  with  out  begynnyng ;  and  he  wedded' 
a  yonge  maiden),  that  is,  the  new  lawe  that  he  made,  and  fowled 
not  the  other ;  wherfore  he  said',  I  come  not  to  broke  the  lawe,  but 
1;o  fulfille  it.  IF  But  moyses  and  att  the  prophetes  desired'  for  to  wedde 
this  lawe,  that  is  to  sey,  crist,  and  thei  sawe  hym  not.  By  the  lady, 
that  arose  out  of  her  bedde,  we  shaH:  vndirstond'  the  soule  formed'  to 
the  symylitude  of  god',  that  oweth  to  a-rise  out  of  the  bedde  of  synne, 
•and  here  the  song^  of  the  holy  scripture.  IT  The  figge-tree  before  the 
wyndowe  is  the  crosse  of  crist  before  oure  eyen).  The  nyghtyngale, 
that  songe  swetely,  is  the  manhede  of  crist,  that  on  the  crosse  praied' 
to  his  fadir  for  synners ;  but  he  was  slayn)  of  mankynd',  and  sulfred' 
dethe  for  our  synnes.  II  Therfore  we  owe  to  wedde  his  wyf,  that  is, 
his  lawe,  and  love  her,  and  lede  a  pesible  lyf*,  by  the  whiche  we  mow 

'  soue,  MS. 
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for  oure  synnes.     And  jje^-fore  we  sliuld'  [wed]  his  wif*,  scil.  his  lawe, 
&  lede  ferwith  pesable  lyf^,  and  haue  eue?iastyng  lyf*.     Ad  quam  &c. 

[Secmd  Version.     Addit.  MS.  9066.] 

please  goi^,  and  so  purchace  vs  ever  lastpag  lyf*;   to  the  whiche 
hrynge  vs  oure  lord'  Ihesu  Crist !     Amen. 


[  XVIII.  ] 
ANTOKTUS  THE  EMP^JiJOUEE. 

(how   a    city   was    TAKEN    BY    STRATAGEM.) 

Antonius  was  a  wise  Emperoiu''  regnyng  in  the  cite  of  Eome  ;  the 
which  ordejmed'  for  a  law,  fat  what  tyme  ther*  was  any  fyre  in 
jjat  cite,  ther"  shuld!  be  a  bideH  y-ordeined  for  to  avaite  hit,  and 
to  make  an  high  proclamacion)  in  fe  cite,  seying,  "  0  !  there  is  fire  in 
suche  a  place  in  Jje  cite;  hy  you  to  ryng  your  bellis,  and  \ai  all  pe  yates 
of  Jje  cite  war*  stekid !  Hit  happid  fat  there  was  oon,  fat  thought 
for  to  spoile  fe  cite,  &  f e?-fore  seid  to  his  semau/zt^,  "  Dere  Frendis, 
if*  we  set  fire  in  the  cite,  anon  fere  shalbe  made  a  cry,  and  men  shal 
arme  hem,  &  ayenstond  vs ;  anon)  the  yatis  shulbe  shit ;  and  f  erfore 
I  wold'  we  had  better  coimseiH  in  f is  cas,  how  fat  we  myght  recoue?*e 
this  cite,  witZ/oute  crying  or  makyng  of  noise."  then  spake  oon,  & 
seid,  "  My  lord,  ye  shul  hane  good  counseiH ;  let  vs  pesibly  ^Entre  the 
cite,  and  abide  there  as  by  space  of  iij.  dales ;  and  let  vs  cry  a  feste, 
and  we  shul  make  a  drynke  of  suche  a  vertue,  that  eue?y  man  that 
drynketh  f  erof*  shal  slepe  anon  af tir ;  and  when  thei  beth  on  slepe, 
■we  shuH  haue  oure  desire,  wMoute  shedyng  of  blode."  *'  Tliis  is 
good  counseiH,"  q?<od  he.  And  f  (^rfore  tliis  knyght  with  his  meyne 
entrid  fe  citee;  and  thei  bedde  aH  men  to  feste,  &  made  suche  a 
drynke ;  and  anon)  as  men  dronke  on  this  drynke,  thei  slept  anon). 
And  while  thei  slept,  thei  entree?  the  cite,  and  spoiled'  hit ;  and  aftir 
that  thei  set  hit  on  fire,  the  which  brend  aH  vp ;  but  aH  maner  of 
men)  were  in  suche  plight,  that  fere  was  [none]  to  crye;  "fire  is  ia 
the  cite ;  go  ryng  your'  bellis,  and  steke  the  jatis  ! " 

*  leaf  IGO,  col.  2. 
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Swete  frendis,  this  Emperour'  is  oure  lorde  Ihesu  Crist ;  pe  which 
ordeiiied'  a  lawe,  pat  as  oft  tyme  as  ]je  fire  of*  syirue  is  in  thi 
soule,  that  thou  renne  swiftly  to  pe  belle  of  confession).  So  that 
fere  be  at  leste,  for  resoii)  of  the  trynyte,  thre  bellis,  scil.  pat  is  to 
sey,  contricion),  confession),  and  satisfaccioh).  and  aftir  shit  the 
yatis,  that  is  to  sey,  thi  v.  witte^^,  that  detli  entre  not  by  the  yatis. 
The  knyght,  pat  comyth  w/tA  his  meyne,  is  pe  deviH,  the  whiche 
goth  aboute  for  to  seche  whom  he  may  devoure ;  and  perfore  be  ye 
strong  in  the  feith,  and  defend  yon,  his  folowers  beth  the  vij. 
dedly  synnes ;  &  he  makith  a  feste  as  ofte  tyme  as  he  pnttith  forth 
the  vanytes  of  pe  worlde  to  a  man).  And  the  erthly  man)  hath  so 
grete  appetit  in  pe  worldly  vanytes,  pat  he  slej)ith,  scil.  hath  so  grete 
dilectacion)  in  hem,  pat  he  pej'ceyveth  not  the  periH  of  his  soule.  & 
pe  worldly  drynke  is  perilous  drynke,  for  if"  a  man)  drynke  oonys 
pereof,  he  may  vnneth  be  fuld' ;  he  farith  as  doth  a  man)  pat  hath 
the  dropcy,  pe  more  he  drynketh,  pe  more  he  thristeth.  And  so  hit 
is  of  worldly  goodis,  for  pe  more  that  a  man  hath  of  hem,  pe  more 
he  covetith ;  and  perfore  such  men)  take  non  hede  of*  this  text  pat 
folowith,  IT  Tutus  mundus  in  mcdigno  ponitur,  pat  is  to  sey,  AH  pe 
world?  is  set  in  Avikkednesse.  And  perfore  if*  there  be  any  suche, 
hit  were  nedeful  pat  he  ronne  to  pe  bellis  of  confessioiD.  But  we  see 
somtyme  pat  bellis  may  not  wele  be  yronge,  for  thei  beth  bounde  so 
strongly  to  a  tre,  pat  they  may  [not]  he  ymeved'.  Yn  pe  same  wise 
beth  tongis  of  synners  boundyn)  by  the  DeuyH,  pat  thei  may  not  bo 
yshriven).  The  Devil  doth  as  doth  thefes  ;  for  if  thefes  here  berkyng 
of  houndis,  thei  castith  hem  brede  or  flessh,  &  so  thei  leve  berkyng ; 
and  so  the  thef  entrith  pe  hous,  and  holdith  men  by  the  throtis, 
pat  thei  cry  not  for  help ;  &  doth  oute  the  fire,  vnto  pe  tyme  thei 
haue  sped  of*  her  pray.  So  pe  deviH  castith  forth  a  delectacion)  or  a 
pought  in  to  a  man),  and  makith  him  to  thenk  thus,  3a,  I  am  yong 
ynow,  I  may  aH  in  tyme  Shryve  me,  ^when  I  am  a  liteli  elder.  And 
so  the  man  rennyth  not  to  confession);  For  if"  he  do,  he  takith  him 
by  the  throte,  scil.  he  puttith  in  liim  shame,  that  he  shaH  not  shrive 

'  leaf  IGO,  back,  col.  1. 
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him,  and  with  fat  the  fii-e  of  devocion)  is  slaked.  And  J)e?-fore,  dere 
Frendis,  let  vs  fle  fro  this  thef  fe  devel,  for  we  knowith  not  in  what 
hour  that  thef",  scil.  deth,  shal  come  vpon)  vs,  in  age  or  in  yongith ; 
and  ferfore  let  vs  ener  be  redy  with  the  virgynes  fat  toke  oyle,  sell. 
nieritory  werkys,  and  so  we  mow  come  to  the  blisse  aboue.  Ad 
quod  nos  pevducat  qui  viuit  ^  regnat  &c. 

[  XIX.  ] 
ANDEONICUS  }pEMPi;i20UR 

(of   the    knight    who    SAVED    HIS    LIFE    BY    ANSWERING   SEVEN 

QUESTIONS.) 

Andronicus  was  Emperoui^  of  Eome,  &  regnecB  ther'  mighty  in 
power  :  and  he  had  with  him  a  knyght,  named'  Temecius,  the 
which  was  rightwis  and  good  ;  ISTeue^'theles  by  enemj^s  he  was 
accused'  grevously  to  fe  emperoui'',  the  which  myght  yeve  noo  sentence 
ayenst  hi??^.  And  when  the  Empe^'oiu"*  saw  this,  he  thought  how  and 
by  what  mane?'e  fat  he  myght  grive  or  noy  him  ;  and  ferfore  he  clepid 
him  to  him,  and  seid,  "  Dere  Frende,  f  ou  shalt  answere  to  certein 
questions,  fe  which  I  shal  put  vnto  the,  and  fat  in  peyne  of  thi  lyf ." 
"  Sir,"  q?<oct  fat  othir,  "  I  shal  do  aH;  fat  I  can  or  may."  "  Telle 
me  how  moche  is  fro  heveu)  to  helle  ?  f  is  is  my  first  question)." 
"  Sir,"  qiiod:  that  othu-,  "  as  moch  as  is  a  sighing  fro  the  hert."  "  The 
second  I  aske,  how  depe  is  f  e  See  1 "  "  Sir,"  qiiod:  he,  "  as  is  f  e  cast 
of*  a  stone."  "  The  thrid,  how  many  galons  of*  salte  Avater  ben)  in 
the  See  1 "  "  Sir,"  qiiodt  he,  "  let  aH  f  e  outepassinges  of*  fressh  water 
be  stoppid,  &  I  shaH  teH  the."  "  The  iiij.  of  what  crafte  or  of  what 
myster  beth  moste  men)  % "  "  Sir,"  quod:  he,  "  of  leche-crafte." 
"  The  V.  of*  whom  beth  moste  and  fewist  1 "  "  Sir,"  quod  he,  "  of 
popys."  Then  seid  the  Emperour*,  "The  vj.*''  shal  distroy  hiw  ; — 
how  many  dales  iourney  beth  in  fe  sercle  of  the  world' 1"  then 
spake  [he],  "oonly  the  space  of*  oo  day."  "now,  what  difference 
is  bytwene  riche  and  pouere?"  "but  rychesse,"  quod  fat  othir. 
"Whenne  f  e  empej-our'  had  herd  aH  thes  wordis,  he  seid,  "  pon 
answeredist  to  my  first  question),  &  saidist,  f rtt  heven)  was  fro  helle 
as  moche  as  is  a  sighyng  fro  f e  hert ;  teH  me  now  how  may  fat  be  1 " 
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"  Sir,"  qwod'  lie,  "  for  in  turnyng  of  an  736  comytli  a  syghing  fro  the 
hert,  &,  se?-,  in  so  liteH  space  may  a  good  soule  passe  to  heven),  & 
a  dampnyd  soule  to  helle."  "what  is  ])e  depnesse  of  the  Seel" 
"  se?-,  I  sey,  the  cast  of  a  ston) ;  for  eche  hevy  thing  naturely  de- 
scendith,  &  for  fe  stone  is  hevy  and  ponderous,  J)erfore  he  woH 
discende,  and  ferfore,  If*  I  were  ^a  ston),  I  shuld'  discende  to  fe 
grounde  of  fe  see,  &  telle  you  the  spth  by  probacion)."  Then  seid 
fe  emperour*,  "  what  if  2  aH  jje  outegoyng  of*  the  fressh  water  be 
stoppid  1 "  "  For  if  fou  did  so,  then  I  shuld'  telle  fe  how  many 
galons  of*  salt  water  [were]  in  fe  see."  qiiodt  the  emperoui-",  "  jpat 
were  impossible  me  to  do."  "  So  were  )jat  o])er  impossible  for  me," 
CIICO&:  he,  "  for  to  mow  here."  "  How  of  lechecraft  1 "  quo(i  ]i& 
emperoui''.  "For  fere  is  no  man,"  seid  fe  knyght,  "but  Jiat  he  is 
somtyme  seke,  &  somtyme  medlith  with  medicynes."  Then  seid  he, 
"  how  of  the  Pope  1 "  "  For  god  is  oon,"  seid  he,  "  and  Jjerfore  he 
hath  made  a  vyker."  "  And  also  who  makith  jje  dales  iournej,  J)at 
Jjou  speke  of  1 "  "  Sir,"  qwod'  he,  "  the  sonne,  fe  which  goth  aboute 
aH  Jje  Avorld'  in  00  daye."  "  Go  thi  wey,"  quod  the  emperoui^,  "  for 
thyu)  answeris  haue  ykept  the  fro  detli." 

MORALITE. 

DEre  Frendis,  this  Emperovu-'  may  be  callid  eche  man),  fat  arguyth 
how  fat  he  may  in  the  day  of  dome  answere  to  god.  Jpe  first, 
how  moche  is  bytwene  good  and  yueH  ]  and  fat  is  to  f e  first  question), 
where  as  he  askith,  how  moche  is  bytwene  heuen)  and  helle  ]  & 
f  rtt  f  ou  oughtist  to  considre  in  f  i  hert,  what  f  ou  shalt  haue  for  the 
good,  scil.  heuen),  and  for  yvel,  scil.  helle ;  and  f erfore  fie  yveH, 
&  take  f e  good.  How  depe  the  See  is  t  By  fat  thou  shuldist  thenk 
how  moche  is  f e  -periR  of  this  worlde,  &  to  fie  thilke  perils ;  for  hit 
is  hard*  to  go  in  to  the  fyre,  &  not  to  brenne  f e  solis  of  fi  fete.  So  it 
is  harcP  to  go  in  the  world',  &  not  offend  god.  Also  of*  what  crafte 
is  moste  1  Know  f ou,  that  fere  beth  two  maner  of  medycyns,  fat  is 
to  sey,  material,  and  spfriYual ;  and  aH  fe  chose  childryu)  of  god 
moste  vse  the  STpiritneH  medicyn),  &  haue  nede  of*  hit,  For  wMoute 

'  leaf  160,  back,  col.  2.  «  is,  MS. 
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hit  pnre  is  non  Tielth  in  no  creature.  Also  of*  what  crafte  or  of*  what 
inyster  beth  raoste  &  fewist  1  scil.  fe  pope  ;  for  eche  man  is  a  pope 
oue?"  him  self*,  &  is  yholde  to  laboui''  for  his  owne  helth.  Also  how 
many  dales  io?«-neys  1  j)is  terme  or  this  dyet,  is  not  ellis  but  the 
terme  of  thi  lyf  ;  for  if"  that  we  lyved'  an  c,  yere,  hit  is  but  an  houre 
as  to  regard'  of  eue?-last}Tig  Ijt*.  And  j3e?-fore  let  vs  make  hi??i,  jjat 
settith  such  a  dyet  in  vs,  to  rise  w/t/i  vs,  and  lig  vrith  vs  ;  and  lat  vs 
traveiH  so  wele,  Jjat  we  mowen)  passe  oute  of*  the  world'  as  clene  as 
we  entrid',  thurgh  meritory  werki?.?.  Also  difference  is  bytwene  rich 
and  -ponere,  scil.  he  [is]  riche,  pat  hath  many  vertues,  by  the  which 
he  doth  plesaunce  to  god  ;  &  he  is  pouere,  jjrtt  lakkith  ^  vertue.  And 
therfore  let  vs  labour^  for  suche  richesses,  wherthurgh  we  mow  com© 
to  J3e  kyngdom  of  heven).     Ad  quod  ^c, 

[XX.] 
BOXOXIUS  THE  EMP^i?OUR. 

(of  the  three  jealous  physicians.) 

BOnonius  was  regnyng  a  wys  empe^'oui"'  in  the  cite  of  Eome,  but  in 
an  his  tyme  he  lay  as  he  were  seke ;  and  )3erfore  he  sent  mes- 
sangers  in  to  diuers  contres,  for  to  wete  if*  pere  were  any  lechis 
fat  myght  hele  him,  pat  he  myght  be  brought  vnto  him.  And  at  the 
last  \)ere  was  oon  yfounde,  callid'  Aueroys,  pat  was  sotiit  in  crafte, 
and  a  good  practiser.  When  he  was  brought  byfore  the  emperoure, 
and  saw  hi???-,  he  seid  to  him,  "  Sir*,  rest  you  mery,  and  ioyeth  in  oure 
lorct."  And  he  bad  him  shew  his  vryne;  and  so  it  was  ydon). 
When??e  he  had  yseyn)  his  vryne,  he  ordeyned  a  medycyn),  and  yaf  hit 
to  the  empej'our*,  by  the  which  the  empe?-oure  had  his  hele.  And 
the  Emperoure  yaf  to  him  many  feu-"  yiftis,  and  made  him  to  abide 
■with  him ;  and  there  he  heled  many  seke.  So  there  were  thre  lechis 
in  pe  cite,  pat  had  grete  indignacion)  and  envie  of*  this  leche ;  and 
pe/'fore  thei  counselled'  to-gidre  how  thei  myght  distroy  hi??t.  "  doth 
aftir  my  counseitt,"  seid  oon  of*  hem,  "  and  we  shul  distroy  him 
withoute  any  hurt,  and  pat  in  this  mane?'.  Somday  we  shul  passe 
oute  of  this  cite  to  visite  seke  men)  of*  his  cure,  and  I  shal  stond  in 

'  leaf  161,  col.  1. 
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his  wey,  and  pat  fer  from  the  citee,  by  the  space  of  a  myle.  And 
■when  he  comyth  to  me-ward',  I  shal  lifte  vp  mjn  hond,  and  make 
vpon)  me  fe  signe  of  the  crosse,  and  I  shal  sey,  Alias  !  alias ! 
maister,  Avhat  eileth  the,  thou  art  lepre  1  And  oon  of  you  shal  stond 
fro  me  the  space  of*  ij.  or  iij.  myle ;  and  when  he  comyth  to  him,  he 
shaH  afferme  my  word',  and  sey  as  I  seid.  And  pe  thrid  of*  vs  shall 
be  thre  or  four'  myle  beyonde ;  and  when  he  seth  liim  nye,  he 
shal  begynne  to  go,  and  make  lamentaciou),^  and  seyw,  oute,  alas  ! 
my  maistre  is  ymade  lepre.  And  when  he  seth  vs  alle  accorde  in 
oon,  he  shaH  trow  in  vs,  and  then  for  drede  he  shal  bycome  lepre ; 
for  so  a  lepre  may  be  made."  And  then  thei  seid,  this  was  a  good 
counseiU.  And  so  thei  aspied  among  hem  when  Aueroys  shuld'  ride 
oute  of  the  cite ;  and  fis  forseid  man)  stood  oute  of*  the  citee,  by  the 
space  of  iij.  myle,  &  made  contynaunce  as  he  had  be  goyng ;  the 
seconde  was  two  myle  fro  him,  and  ]>&  thrid  was  foure  myle.  When 
Aue?'oys  was  y-come,  the  first  mette  -with  him,  and  lift  vp  his  hond, 
and  made  the  signe  of*  the  cros,  and  seid,  "maister,  what  eileth 
you  1 "  "  nought  but  good,"  quodl  Aueroys,  "  what,  whi  seist  pou  so  1 
what  seest  fou  in  me  1 "  "  Forsoth,  I  se  thou  art  lepre."  "  And  I 
sey  thou  liest  in  thi  hed,"  quo&  Aueroys ;  and  smote  his  hors,  and 
rode  forth.  JSTeuertheles  he  ^dradde  moche  of  the  forseid  word',  and 
gretly  duUid  therwith.  Anon  aftir  an  o'per  mette  with  him,  and 
seid,  "  Alas !  maister,  pat  euer  I  shuld'  see  pe  in  such  astate." 
"Why,  man?"  q^<od'  he,  "what  seest  Ipon  in  me?"  then  seid  pat 
opere,  "thou  art  a  grete  lepre."  And  if  he  dred  afore,  he  dred' 
moche  more  afte?- ;  neuertheles  he  rode  forth.  And  the  thrid  met 
with  hhn,  and  cried'  with  a  lowde  vois,  "  A  !  good  maister,  turne 
ayen),  for  pou  art  a  foule  lepre."  Then  he  thought,  pat  hit  myght 
not  be  fals,  that  thre  had  so  affermed' ;  &  toke  so  grete  drede,  that, 
he  becom  a  foule  lepre ;  &  toke  a  myrroui'',  and  when  he  saw  him 
self*,  he  wepte  bitterly;  he  vndirstode  not  pe  malice  of*  his  iij. 
enemys.  Tho  he  turned'  ayen)  to  the  Emperour*,  and  shewid'  hiin 
his  sikenes ;  and  pe  Emperour*  was  hevy  therfore,  and  seid  to  him, 
"good  maister,  be  not  hevy,  for  as  long  as  pou  levist,  thou  shalt 
haue  aH  thi  necessaries  of*  me."  Then  seid  he,  "if  I  had  oo  thing 
1  lametacione,  MS.  '  leaf  161,  col.  2. 
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fat  I  desire,  I  sliuld'  be  deliuered*  of  this  infirmyte."  "  Telle  me 
■what  fat  is,"  quod  fe  Emperoui"".  "Sir,"  quod^  he,  "if*  I  myght 
bathe  in  blode  of  goetis,  I  shuld'  be  hole  of  this  infirmyte."  then 
J?e  empe?'0Mre,  as  sone  as  he  myght,  let  ordein  a  [vesselle]  fuH  of* 
blode ;  and  he  entrid  yn  anon,  &  he  was  hole  as  he  was  ywasshe 
and  ybathed  therin,  &  he  was  as^  clene  as  the  flessh  of  a  liteli 
childe.  Wlien  the  Emperoui''  saw  him,  he  seid,  "I  am  more  iocund 
fen  any  man)  may  trowe,  fat  I  se  the  hole,  but,  ser,  I  me/'veili  fat 
thou  were  so  sodeinly  smyten)  with  lepre."  "  Now  I  pe?*ceyne  wele," 
quod!:  Aue?'oys,  "  fat  I  was  not  smyten)  with  lepre  naturelly ;  for 
if  hit  had  be  naturelly,  forsoth  I  had  not  be  hole  so  sone,  but  I  fynde 
in  doctrine,  that  a  man  may  be  made  lepre  thurgh  drede.  The 
felawis  of*  myne  met  me  in  the  feld',  and  by  her  assent,  echon)  stond- 
ing  in  diue/s  places,  told'  me  fat  I  was  smyten)  with  lepre,  and  for 
drede  peroi  I  was  lepre."  "When  the  emperowre  herd'  this,  and  had 
founde  by  clere  probacion)  fat  it  was  soth,  he  made  hem  to  be  drawe 
to  the  gybet,  atte  the  failles  of  the  hors,  &  so  made  hem  to  be 
nongid.  And  all  men  hily  com??iendid  the  emperour',  fat  he  had 
yoven)  so  iust  a  dome ;  and  Aue?'oys  duelleth  stille  -with  the 
Emperom-',  &  feii-*  endid'  his  lyf. 

MORALITE. 

GOod  men,  this  Emperoui''  is  eche  good  cristen)  man) ;  the  which 
ofte  tyme  is  syke  thorow  synne.  Quia  nemo  sine  pQCcaXo  viuif, 
Eor  no  man  may  lyve  withoute  synne ;  the  which  sike  man)  sendith 
messangers,  scil.  praiers,  Fastyng,  &  almesdede,  for  help  of*  his  soule. 
Atte  the  laste  fei  fyndeth  a  ^vys  leche,  scil.  a  discrete  confessoui-', 
2  afore  whom  thou  must  shew  water  of  confession),  and  vryne  of  con- 
tricion) ;  aftir  f  e  whiche,  this  discrete  confessouy  hath  to  dome  tlii 
lyfe,  and  to  considre  the  vryne  of  contricion),  &  by  fat  he  moste 
ordeine  for  medicynys  of  penaunce.  And  then  f  ou  moste  submytte 
the  to  him,  and  receiue  thi  penau?ice,  and  so  thou  maiste  duelle  w/t7i 
the  kyng,  wt't/iouten)  ende.  JN'ow,  sirs,  the  iij.  envious  lechis,  fat  hath 
so  grete  envy,  beth  the  flessh,  the  deviH,  and  the  world',  the 
which  stireth  a  man  to  do  yveH. — And  what  then?  forsoth  thei 
'  a,  MS.  2  leaf  161,  back,  col.  1. 
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si^ietll  when  fat  lie  passith  the  cite,  scil  whan)  fat  he  goth  oute  of 
pti  commaundement  of  god ;  and  then  thei  metith  with  him,  for  to 
ciy  and  sey  Ipat  he  is  a  lepre,  soil,  a  synner.     for  lepre  is  not  callid 
in  holy  writte  hut  synne,  ensample  of  dyna ;  for  as  long  as  she  was 
in  the  hous  wzVi  iacoh  her  Fader,  so  long  she  was  vnkaught,  hut 
when  she  yede  forth,  hy  Sechem^  she  was  ravisshed  &  filed.     And 
so  as  long  as  we  heth  within  the  houndis  of  the  comwaundement^ 
of  god,  we  heth  not  in  the  lepre  of  synne ;  and  ferfore  let  vs  hold* 
vs  wit/an  fe  com???.aundement3  of*  god,  fat  we  heth  not  smyten)  with 
lepre.     And  if  hit  hap  fat  we  infect,  let  vs  do  as  did  the  emperoui^ 
with  Aueroys.     The  Emperoure  made  a  vesseH  to  be  yfeld'  with 
hlode  of  gotes  ;  and  so  let  vs  fiH  oure  hertes  with  good  and  meritory 
dedis  or  werkis,  and  let  vs  be  bathid  f erin,  scil  be  ywassh  fro  aH 
thoughtis  of  synne;  and  so  by  the  consequest  we  shutt  be  clansid. 
And  then  serche  we  witJdii  oure  wittes,  who  hit  was  fat  stired  vs  to 
synne ;  and  when  we  haue  yfounde  hem,  let  vs  sette  hem  to  the  taiU 
of  an  hors,  scil  fro  f e  begynnyng  of  oure  lyf*  to  shew  aH  fat  we 
haue  ydo  afore  to  a  discrete  confessour',  &  for  to  hong  oure  synnys  in 
a  gybet,  scil.  in  wille  neuer  eft  sonys  to  do  synne ;  and  so  we  may 
come  to  euerlastyng  lyf*.     Ad  quam  &c. 

[  XXI.  ] 

ANTONIUS  THE  EMP^i^OUEE. 

(the   moral   of   the   game    of   chess.) 

ANtonius  was  a  wys  emperoui'  regnyng  in  the  cite  of  Eome,  the 
which  vsid  moche  to  pley  with  houndis  ;  and  aftir  fat  pley,  aH 
f  e  day  aftir  he  wolde  vse  f  e  chesse.  So  yn  a  day,  as  he  pleide  at  f  e 
chesse,  &  byheld'  the  kyng  sette  yn  the  pley,  som  tyme  hy  and 
som  tyme  lowe,  among  aufyns  and  pownys,  he  thought  f erwith  fat 
hit  wold'  be  so  with  him,  for  he  shuld'  dey,  and  be  hid  vndu-  erth. 
And  f  evfore  he  devided  his  Eeame  in  thre  parties ;  and  he  yaf  oo  part 
to  f  e  kyng  of  lerwsalem  ;  f  e  secunde  pa?-t  vnto  f  e  lordis  of  his  Eeame 
or  his  empire  ;  and  the  thrid  partie  vnto  the  pore  people ;  &  yede 
him  self  vnto  the  holy  londe,  and  thei^  he  endid  his  lyf  in  peas. 

'  to  sechenc,  MS. 
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MORALITE. 


1  Ci  eth  now,  good  sirs ;  this  emperoui'',  fat  lovith  so  wele  play, 
O  may  be  called?  eclie  worldly  man)  ]jat  occnpieth  him  in  vanytes 
of  the  Avorld' ;  but  he  moste  take  kepe  of*  the  pley  of^  the  chesse,  as  did 
the  emperoure.  the  chekir  or  fe  chesse  hath  viij.  poyntes  in  eche 
pa?-tie.  In  ene?y  pley  beth  viij.  kyndes  of  men),  scil.  man,  woman), 
wedewer,  wedowis,  lewid  men),  clerkes,  riche  men,  and  poue?'e  men). 
at  this  pley  pleieth  Tj.  men),  the  first  man),  f>at  goth  afore,  hath  not 
but  00  poynt,  but  whenne  he  goth  aside,  he  takith  anofe?- ;  so  by  a 
poutjre  man);  he  hath  not,  but  when  he  comyth  to  fe  deth  with 
pacience,  fen  shall  he  be  a  kyng  in  heuen),  ^y^th  fe  kyng  of  pore 
meii).  But  if*  he  grucche  ayenst  his  neighbour*  of  his  stat,  and  be  a 
thef*,  and  ravissh  fat  whei'  he  may,  fen  he  is  ytake,  and  put  in  to 
the  preson)  of  helle.  The  secund,  scil.  alphyn),  renneth  iij.  poyntes 
both  vpward'  and  douneward';  [he]  bytokenyth  wise  men),  the 
whiche  by  deceyuable  eloquence  &  takyng  of  money  deceyueth,  & 
so  he  is  made  oonly.  The  iij.  scil.  fe  kny3t,  hath  iij.  poyntes,  & 
goth  f e?'with ;  [he]  betokenytfi  gentilmen  fat  rennyth  aboute,  & 
ravisshith,  and  ioyetfi  for  her  kynrede,  &  for  habundaunce  of 
richesse.  The  fourth,  scil.  f  e  rook,  he  holdith  length  &  brede,  and 
takith  vp  what  so  is  in  his  way ;  he  betokenyth  okerers  and  false 
merchaunt3,  fat  rennyth  aboute  ouer  aH,  for  wynnyng  &  lucre,  & 
rechith  not  how  thei  geten),  so  that  thei  haue  hit.  The  fifthe  is  f  e 
quene,  that  goth  fro  blak  to  blak,  or  fro  white  to  white,  and  is  yset 
beside  f e  kyng,  and  is  ytake  fro  the  kyng.  This  quene  bytokenyth 
virgyns  and  damesels,  fat  goth  fro  chastite  to  synne,  and  beth  ytake 
by  the  devili,  for  glovis  or  such  maner  yiftis.  The  vj.  is  to  whom 
aH  owe  to  obey  and  mynystre ;  and  he  goth  forth,  and  bakward' 
ayen),  &  in  either  side,  &  takith  ouer  att ;  so  sone  ^  discendith  in  to 
f  e  worl(J,  and  ascendith  to  god  by  praiers ;  But  when  he  takith 
[no]  kepe  of  god,  and  hath  no  meyne,  fan^  is  hit  to  fe  man  chek- 
mate.  And  f erfore  let  vs  not  charge  of  oure  estatis,  no  more  fan  is 
with  f  e  men),  when  f  ei  be  put  vp  in  f  e  poket ;  then  hit  is  no 
charge  Avho  be  above  or  who  be  byneth ;  and  so  by  the  Spirit  of* 

'  leaf  IGl,  back,  col.  2.  '  some?  See  Notes.  ^  that,  MS. 
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loulynesse  we  may  come  to  fe  ioy  of  heven).     And  fat  graiint  vs, 
qui  viuit  &c. 

[XXII.] 
AITDEOI^ICUS  ))E  EMP^iEOUEE. 

(op    THE    THREE    FALSE    WITNESSES    AND    HOW   THEY   WERE    DETECTED.) 

AlTdronicus  was  a  wise  Emperoure  regnying  in  the  cite  of  Eome  ; 
yn  the  empire  of  whom  wer"  twey  men),  named'  Pirius  and 
Plebeius.  And  this  Pirius  hadde  a  certein  Porcion)  of  londe,  heside  pe 
londe  of  Pleheius,  ^the  which  lond  plebeius ^  gi'etly  desired';  and  he 
cam  ofte  to  pirius,  and  praied  him  to  seUe  him  fat  porcion)  of  lond', 
Jjat  lay  so  ny  to  his,  and  bad  him  aske  fe/'fore  what  he  wold',  and  he 
shuld'  haue  hit.  "  ISTay,  god  forbede,"  quod  Pirius,  "  fat  I  shuld' 
selle  the  heritage  of*  my  fader ;  and  ferfore  I  swere  by  the  helth  of* 
oui^  emperoui'',  I  woH  not  do  hit  by  no  wey."  When  Plebeius  ^ 
herd'  this,  he  went  home  ayen)  w^t7^  grete  confusion) ;  neuertheles 
fro  day  to  day  he  excited'  him  to  selle  fat  londe,  but  he  myght  not 
spede,  by  no  way.  Hit  happid  fat  Pirius  fel  seke ;  and  he  clepid 
to  him  his  eldest  sone,  and  seid,  "  sone,  I  warne  the  vpoii)  my 
blessing,  fat  f ou  selle  not  f e  lond  neif er  the  heritage  of  thi  eldris  ; 
for  plebeius  ^  hily  couetith  hit,  but  he  traveileth  aH  in  veyn)." 
And  f  0  Pirius 3  turnede  to  fe  walle,  and  deide.  When  Plebeius^  herd' 
this,  he  hired  thre  fals  witnesses,  and  brought  hem  f ider  with  him, 
withe  a  fals  chartre  in  his  honde,  to  f e  hous  of*  the  dede  man) ;  and 
fere  he  putte  a  seal  in  the  hond  of  the  dede  man),  &  seid  to  fe 
witnesses,  "  loo  !  now,  sers,  for  ye  shul  here  witnesse  how  f  is 
knyght  shal  seal  my  chartre  with  his  OAvne  hondis ;  f  erfore  beth 
my  witnesses,  as  I  accorded  with  you."  "  yis,  ser,"  (\uod:  thei,  "  we 
shul  be  redy  to  stond  in  lyf*  and  deth."  tho  anon  he  toke  the 
thome  of  the  dede  man),  and  made  him  to  seal  hit  with  a  fals  seal ; 
and  whenne  fat  was  ydo,  the  knyght  seid  to  his  witnesses,  "  lo  ! 
sers,  now  may  ye  saufly  say,  fat  ye  saw  this  knyght  seal  hit  with  his 
owen)  hondis."  so  when)  hit  was  ysealid',  thei  shewid  f  e  chartre,  & 
toke  seising  in  the  londe.  When  the  sone  of  Pirius  herde  thes 
wordis,  he  seid  to  him,  "  A !   ser,  win  occupiest  f  ou  my  londe  % " 

[  leaf  162,  col.  1.  ^  Plebius,  MS.  ^  Prius,  MS. 
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And  he  answerd?,  and  seid  to  Kun,  "  Forsotli  fe  londe  is  myii) ;  thy 
fader  solcB  hit  to  me,  and  sealid'  hit  'with  his  OAvne  hondis,  byfore 
witnesses."  And  fe  witnesses  were  redy,  and  seid,  "We  beth  wit- 
nesse  in  this  cas."  Thenne  Jje  sone  of*  the  dede  man)  had  grete  mer- 
veili,  &  seid,  "  "VYel  I  wote,  fat  fou  sj)eke  oft  to  my  fader  ]>erof, 
and  he  wold*  not  assente  to  the ;  and  also  afore  his  dethe,  my  fadir 
chargid  me,  vpon)  his  blessing,  fat  I  shuld'  neuer  selle  the  heritage  of 
my  Fadres."  "Ye,"  q?wd'  the  knyght,  "put  forth  thi  right,  for  I 
haue  ynow  to  shew  for  me.  I  telle  J>e  plainly,  this  lond  shalt  Jioii 
neuer  haue,  as  long  as  I  lyve."  The  Sone  of  the  ded  knyght  yede 
to  the  emperoui-*,  and  praied  him  to  do  right  in  J)«t  cas ;  and  then 
the  rightwis  Emperour*  repreved'  Plebeius,^  fe  knyght,  herfore. 
"  Sir,"  quod  Plebeius,^  "  he  sold  to  me  pat  lond',  and  asselid'  a 
chartre  perof,  afore  iij.  witnesses,  with  his  owen)  hondis."  Then  seid 
Jjempe/'our*,  "  I  commaunde,  fat  thou  bring  thi  witnesses  afore  me 
such  a  day;"  ^&  he  seid  J?at  hit  shuld'  be  don).  &  in  a  certein  day 
he  brou3t  forth  his  witnesses  afore  the  Emperour' ;  &  when  the  em- 
pej-our'  saw  hem,  he  com???aunded  fat  two  of  fern  shuld'  be  departid 
fro  the  oper ;  and  so  it  was  ydon).  &  f  e  first  of  hem  come  at  his 
callyng,  and  the  emperour*  seid  to  him,  "  Frend  myn),  canst  fou  sey 
here  to  me  thi  pater-no^^^er  ? "  "  ye,  ser,"  said  he,  "  &  fat  long  tyme 
sith."  "  I  trow  hit  not,"  qtioclt  themperoure,  "  but  if  fat  I  here 
fe  sey  afore  me."  And  fen  that  othir  began  to  sey  his  pater-nos^er 
fro  the  begynnyng  to  f  e  ending.  "  wele,"  quod  the  empe?'oure, 
"  now  know  y  wele,  f ou  canst  thi  pater-nosfer  perfitly."  ])en  he 
called  oon  of"  his  meyne,  and  seid,  "  put  f is  man  in  an  hous  by  him 
self,  &  lok  the  dore  aftir  you,  and  bring  to  me  the  secund  witnesse  ; " 
and  so  hit  w'as  ydon)  in  dede,  as  f  empe?'oure  commaundid.  When 
f e  secund  witnesse  was  ybrought  forth,  f e  emperour'  seid  to  hi???., 
"  dere  Frend,  sey  me  soth  touching  this  chartre ;  for  but  if*  f ou  sey 
soth,  as  fi  felaw  dede,  ywis  fou  shalt  be  hongid'  fis  day."  then 
thought  he,  "  I  wote  wele  my  felaw  hath  told'  the  bare  soth  of"  the 
deceyt  of  this  chartre,  and  but  I  sey  soth  also,  I  am  but  ded."  He 
began  to  telle  aH  f e  processe,  &  told'  eue?'y  dele,  how  fe  cha?'tre  was 
asselid'  falsly  by  the  thome  of  the  dede  man),     po  seid  the  empe?'oui' 

'  Plebius,  MS.  "^  leaf  1G2,  col.  2, 
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to  con  of  his  semamit^,  "  Put  f)is  maii)  in  to  the  hous,  fere  as  he  was, 
&  lok  fe  dore  vpon)  hiw^,  and  bring  to  me  pe  thrid  witnesse  ; "  and  so 
hit  was  ydo  in  dede.  And  when  he  was  conieu),  the  Emperoui^  seid 
to  him,  "  Telle  me  pe  soth  of*  this  chartre,  for  I  suppose  the  first 
witnesse  tolcJ  the  soth,  and  pe  secund  accordid  Avele  to  him ;  and 
perfore,  frend,  but  if  poM  sey  soth  witJi  hem,  els  pou.  shalt  be  ded  Jiis 
day,"  )3en  thought  he,  "  I  se  wele  now  by  the  wordis  of  the  em- 
perom-',  ])at  my  felawis  haue  I-tokl'  to  him  the  right,  and  but  I  accorde 
with  hem,  I  shal  be  ded'."  And  anon  he  bygan)  pe  p?'ocesse,  as  hit 
was  in  dede,  and  accorded  with  the  secunde.  When,  the  Emj)e?-our* 
iiad  herd  this,  he  callid  to  him  the  knyght,  and  seid,  "  A  !  wrecche, 
wrecche,  Jiou  shalt  euermore  lyve  in  wrechidnesse,  for  fou  dedist 
this  falshode  to  haue  the  lond  of*  the  knyght,  and  occupy  hit ;  fou 
madist  pe  chartre  to  be  asselid  with  the  thorn  of  the  dede  maii)." 
And  fen  the  knyght  asked  mercy.  Then  seid  pe  emperoui'',  "  J?ou 
shalte  haue  mercy,  as  thou  haste  deserued  ;  "  and  clepid  his  sernaunt^ 
and  cacchepolis,  and  com??^aundid  hem  that  thei  shuld'  blowe  trompes, 
land  bynd  Jie  knyght  and  his  witnessis  to  the  Tailles  of  hors,  and 
after  fat  hong  hem  on  a  gybet.  And  so  hit  was  don)  in  dede,  as  pe 
empCT-our*  com?uaundid' ;  and  aH  men  com??tended'  the  emperoui'*  for 
his  wys  &  discrete  serching  in  this  cas,  &  for  due  punysshing. 

MORALITE. 

[G]  od  Frendis,  this  Emperoui''  is  oure  lord  ihesn  Crist ;  by  thes  two 
knyghtcs  beth  vndirstond  a  good  Cristeu)  man),  and  the  devill. 
)3e  good  cristen)  man  hath  londe,  scil.  a  soule,  pe  which  the  deviH 
euer  coveiteth,  but  pe  good  Cristen)  man)  stondith  ayen),  and  woH  not 
assent  f  erto.  Then  the  deviH  aspying  this,  he  abideth  tiH  he  dey, 
by  doyng  of  dedly  syn) ;  and  then  he  takith  to  him  thre  witnesses, 
&cil.  pryde  of  lyf^,  wrong  covetise  of  yen),  and  Avrong  covetise  of 
flessh ;  and  then  he  takith  the  thome,  scil.  the  werkes  of  the  dede 
man);  for  no  man  may  lyve  withonte  cryme,  and  as  hit  is  ysaid, 
seven)  sithes  in  pe  day  fallith  pe  rightwise  man) ;  &  he  sealith  pe 
chartre,  when  he  makith  a  man)  to  do  synne,  and  so  he  alleggith  in 

'  leaf  1G2,  back,  col.  1. 
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J)e  sigfit  of  god,  fat  fe  soule  is  his.  But  fen  the  Emperoure,  scil. 
oure  lord  ihe^^u  Crist,  makith  fie  hert  of  pe  synner,  &  fe  Avitnessis, 
scil.  pride  of  lyf,  wrong  couetise  of  fiessh,  and  wrong  covetise  of 
yen),  to  be  exaniyned'  by  a  discrete  confessoui-',  how  fat  he  felle  in  to 
synnes ;  For  certein,  by  suggestion)  of  the  deviH,  fat  is  awciour  of* 
an  yvels,  man  is  drawe  witJi  hem  w/t7iOuteu)  ende,  and  hongid  in  the 
peynes  of  helle.  And  f erfore  let  vs  besy  to  amend  oure  lyf,  and  to 
duelle  in  good  werkes,  that  we  may  come  to  enerlastyng  gladnes. 
Amen. 

[  XXIII.  ] 
JOVIJSriANUS. 

(of  JOVINIAN  THE  PROUD  AND  HOW  HE  WAS  HUMBLED,     HARL.  MS.  7333.) 

IOvinianus  [was]  regnyng  a  wys  Emperoui'  in  the  cite  of  Eome ; 
and  he  was  riche  in  possessions.  Hit  happid  fat  he  thought  in 
a  nyght,  as  he  lay  in  his  bed,  whethir  fere  be  any  god  withoute  me  ? 
And  when  he  aros,  he  caUid  his  knyghtis  &  Squiers,  and  seid,  "  sers, 
loke  ye  be  redy,  for  I  woH  go  hunte  to  day."  Anon  thei  yede  to 
hunte ;  and  as  f emperoixr*  rode  by  the  wey,  fere  toke  him  a  grete 
hete,  and  fat  so  strongly,  fat  hijn  thought  he  was  ny  ded',  but  he 
may  haue  refresshing  of  water.  And  anon  fere  ros  a  clowde,  so  derk 
and  so  thik,  fat  hit  hundrid^,  &  hit  assundrid',  &  depa/'tid  him  fro 

[Second  version.     Addit.  MS.  9066.] 

[  I-  ] 

"ouinianus  reigned'  in  the  Cite  of  ^  Eome,  that  was  a  riche  man  in 
temporaltees,  and  in'  possessions.  IT  On  a  nyght  as  he  lay  in  his 
bedde,  he  thought  in  his  hert,  and  saide,  "Whether"  ther  be  any 
other  "*  cod'  but  11"  and  atte  morow,  whan  he  'a-roose  out^  of  his 
bedde,  he  called'  to  hym  his  knyghtes  and  his  Squyers,  and  said? 
to  hem,  H  "Frendes,  bethe^  to-day  redy,  for  I  wille^  go  hunte." 
'And  whan  thei  had'  djnied',  thei  wente  to  hunte.^  And  as  the  Emperour* 
rode  by  the  way,  he  caught^  a  grete  hete ;  the  hete  was  so  grete,  that 
he  thought  that^**  he  shuld'  dye,  but  yf  he  had'  refresshyng  of  watir. 
But  anon  aroose^^  a  blaf^  clovde,  so  derke  and  thikke,  that  it  de- 
parted' hym  from  ail  his  folke  j  'and  than^^  he  loked'  before  hym,  and 

'  leaf  5  (new  pagination).  ^  Om.  MS.  Cambr.  '  Om.  *  Om. 
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aH  J3e  people.  So  as  he  rode  by  liim  self,  he  saw  a  water  afore 
hiirt ;  &  he  smote  the  hors  witlt  his  sporis,  and  yede  in  to  ]je  water, 
and  pere  did  of  aH  his  clothing,  and  kelid  him  in  jje  water.  And  as 
he  was  in  the  water,  pere  come  a  man  in  his  oweii)  lyknesse,  but  he 
saw  him  not ;  ^  and  he  toke  the  Empe^-ours  clothing,  and  clothid  him 
therewith,  and  lept  vpou)  the  Empe?-ours  hors,  and  rode  forth  to  the 
Empcrours  men,  as  he  had  be  emperoure  him  self ;  and  as 
Emperour*  he  was  receiued',  &  turnyd  home  -with  hem  to  pe  paleis. 
Aftirward'  when  the  Emperoui-'  had  I-bathed'  ynowe,  he  yede  vp  to 
londe,  &  sought  his  hors,  &  his  clothing,  but  aH  was  goo,  so  he  went 
aboute  nakid'.  &  he  cowde  see  no  man),  But  he  wept  sore,  and 
cried'  yvitJi  an  hye  vois,  &  seid,  "  Alias  !  alias  !  what  shal  I  now 
do  ! "  and  as  he  cried',  he  thought  in  his  hert,  here  ny  duellith  a 
knyght,  pe  which  I  avaunsed' ;  I  avoH  go  to  him,  and  telle  him  my 
cas,  &  haue  clothing  of  him,  &  so  go  home.  He  yede  to  the  knyglitis 
hous,  and  knokked'  atte  the  yate ;  and  pe  porter  asked  of  him  what 
he  wold'.     ]5eu  he  seid,  "Let  me  yn,  witJioute  lenger  delay,  for  I  am 

'  leaf  162,  back,  col.  2. 
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saw  a  watir.  he  smote  the  horse  withe  the  sporres,  and  come  to  the 
watir;  and  alighted' ^  downe  of  his  horse,  and  did'  of  his  clothes,  and 
went  into  the  watir,  for  to  refressh^  hym  of  the^  hete.  H  And  whan 
he  Avas  in  the  watir,  there  come  a  man  in  his  likenesse,  that  he  saw 
not,  and  did'  on  his  clothes,  and  Avent  vp  on  his'^  horse,  and  rode  to 
the  paleys^  of  the  Emperour,  and  there  ^  was  resceived'  of  aH  the 
peple  'as  Emperoiir'.''  And'*  the  Emperour,  that  AA^as  in  the  Avatir, 
Avhan  he  was  AA'ele  coled',  he  Avent  out  of  the  watir  •  ^  and^  AA'hen  he 
come  to  lond',  he  founde  neither  hi,^^"  clothes  nor^^  his  horse ;  and  so^^ 
naked'  he  loked'  aboute, ^^  and  saw  no  man.  Than  he  Avept  bitterly, 
and  sai(J  Avith  a  gret  voice,  "  Alias  !  alias !  Avhat  sliaH  I  dol" 
And  Avhile  he  soroAved'  thus,  he  saide  in  his  hert ;  IT  "  Here  nert- 
hande^'*  dAvelleth  a  knyght,  that  I  made  a^^  knyght.  I  shaH  go  to 
him,  and  sheAV  to^*'  hym  my  disease ;  and  I  shaH  have  clothes  of 
hym,  and  so  I  shaH  go  home  to  my  palej's."  Than  he  AA^ent  to  the 
knyghtes  house,  and  knokked'  atte'^  gate.  Wlian  the  porter  herd' 
the  knokkyng,  he  asked'  Avliat  he  wold'?   he  saide,  he^^  wold'  come 

'  lightyd.         '  fresshe.         ^  Om.         *  the.         *  peple.         "  Om. 
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J0U7'  em.]^erou)\"  Then  anon  the  porter  openyd  the  yatis ;  and  Avhen 
he  saw  him  naked',  he  seid  to  hi?«,  "what  art  foul"  "you7'  em- 
pe?-ouiV'  quod  he.  "  thou  liest,"  quod  the  porter,  "  for  pe  emperot^r 
rode  right  now  here  by  the  yate,  with  a  grete  multitude  with  him  ; 
and  f e?-fore  pou.  seist  fat  j)o\x  art  Emperour*,  thou  shalt  appere  afore 
my  lord."  And  anon  the  porter  brought  him  byfore  the  knyght ; 
and  the  Empe?"oure  had  good  knoidache  of  the  knyght.  And  when 
the  knyght  had  herd'  \>e  wordis  of*  the  porter,  he  seid  to  J'emperoui"', 
"0!  ribawde,  seist  jjou  that  Jjou  art  Emperoure?"  "yee,  withoute 
doute  I  am  he,  ]?at  avauncecB  the."  "  I  sey  ]>on  liest,  "  quod'  the 
knyght,  "and  periove  Jjou  shalt  sore  aby."  He  made  him  to  be  sora 
beted  and  scourged',  tyU"  J)e  blode  ren)  cute,  and  aftir  to  be  luit  oute 
at  J>e  3atis.  Then  thempe?*0!«*  wept  sore,  &  seid,  "  Alias  !  for  care 
how  may  this  be  1 "  tho  he  thought,  "  I  woli  go  to  an  erle  here 
beside,  fat  was  grete  of  my  counseiH,  fe  which  I  avaunced ;  I  woH 
to  him,  and  be  refresshid  of  him,  &  so  go  home."     He  knoklced  at 

[Seco7id  Versio7i     Addit.  MS.  9066.] 

in  anon),  and  whan  the  porter  saw  hjnn  naked',  he  saide  to  hym, 
"What  art  thour'  he  said',  "youi-^  lord',  the  Emperoui-'."  The 
Porter  saide,  "  thou  liest,  H  for  a  liteli  before  thou '  come,  the  Emp^-r- 
our  come  here  away^  withe  his  meyne ;  and  thou  saidist^  that*  thou 
art  the  Emjif^^-our ;  thou  shalt  come  before  my  loixl'."  Anon)^  the 
Porter  brought  hym  before  his  lord? ;  the  Emperowr  knew  wele  the 
kn3^ght,  but  the  knyght  in^  no  wise  had'  knowyng  of  hym.  Than 
said  the  Porter,  "Sir,  this  rebavde  saith  that'^  he  is  Emperour." 
he  said,  "  ye,^  so  I  am,  with  out  doute ;  and  the  I  made  knyght.^ 
IF  The  knyght  said,  "  thou  liest,  harlotte,  for  a  liteli  before  nhe^o  the 
Emperour  passed  here  for-bye ;  and  for  thou  saiest,  that^^  thou  art 
Emp(??'our,  thou  shalt  not  passe  A-nponysshed."  IT  Anon  he  made 
hym  be  scourged,  tille  the  Ijiood  ranue  out ;  and  put  hym  out  of  his 
house.  IT  Whan  the  Emperour  was  thus  scourged,!^  j^g  ^ygp|;  bitterly, 
and  thought  with  in  hym  self*,  and  said,  "alias  !  alias  l^^  what  may 
this  be?"  than  he  said  to  hym  self*,  "Here  nere^*  dwelleth  an 
Erie,  that  is  my  most  counseillour,  the  whiche  I  have  promoted  to 
grete  dignite.  I  shall  go  to  hym,  and  shew  to  hym  my  grete 
myserj^e,  that  I  may  have  of  hym  some  clothes."     and  so  he  wente 
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his  ^ate ;  and  the  Porter  come  ny,  and  asked  what  he  knokked'. 
"  Open)  the  yatis,"  quodt  he,  "  for  I  that  knok  am  ]jempe?'oni''." 
When  the  porter  herd'  J)at,  he  opened  the  yatis,  as  sone  as  he  myght 
fynd  fe  keys.  When  he  come,  and  saw  him  nakecP,  he  seid  to  him, 
"  0  !  rybawde,  whi  hast  J»ou  presumyd  thi  self*  for  to  sey  that  ])0\\ 
were  empe^-our"?  The  Emperowr  hath  ben)  here  a  liteH  afore,  and 
hath  y-ete  with  my  lord  the  erle,  and  is  gon)  to  his  paleis,  with  grete 
multitude  of*  men ;  and  for  fat  thou  callist  the  Empej'oui-*,  fou  shalt 
come  afore  my  lord',  and  avow  thi  pele."  And  when  he  was  y-brought 
to-fore  the  erle,  he  knew  the  Erie  wele,  but  the  erle  knew  not  him. 
When  the  Erie  had  herd',  fat  he  had  callid  him  thomperoui-',  he  bad 
him  telle,  &  sey,  what  was  fe  cause  fat  suche  a  ribawde  as  he  p?-e- 
simiyd  so  hiely  in  him  self?  "  Forsoth,"  quod  he,  "I  am  them- 
pe?'our'  your*  lord' ;  and  the  I  avaunced',  &  made  the  chief*  of  coun- 
seiH,  &  in  this  tokene,  fat  I  tretid'  in  f e  last  p«?'lement  in  suche 
mate;'es  and  erandis."  j)e  Erie  had  fe?-of*  merveiH,  but  he  wold'  ^not 
trow  him,  for  he  had  no  knoulache  of  him ;  and  f  erfore  he  made 

'  leaf  163,  col.  1. 
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to  his'  place.  IF  Whan  he  come  to  the  'Erles  gate,^  he  knokked'.  The 
porter  asked'  hym  the  cause  of  his'  knokkyng.  "Open)  the  gate," 
he  saide,  "for  I  am  the  Emperour'  'that  knokketh  on*  the  gate." 
The  porter,  whan  he  herd'  this,  he  opened'  the  gate ;  and  whan  he 
saw  hym  naked',  he  said',  "  0  !  thou  Eibavde,  to  what  pj-esumpcion) 
art  thou  come,  that  thou  namest  the  the^  Emp/?rour  !  It^  is  but  a 
liteH  while  ago,  that  the  Emperour  Avas  here  with  my  lord',  and  toke 
mete ;  and  so  he'''  went  to  his  paleys,  with  multitude^  of  peple  ;  .and 
for  thou  saist  that  thou  art  the  Emperour*,  thoii  shalt  go  to  my  lord', 
and  there  thou  shalt  aunswere  of  thyiD^  presumpcion).  *fF  Whan  he 
was  brought  before  the  Erie,  he  knew  wele  the  Erie,  but  the  Erie 
knew  not  hym.  Whan  the  Erie  herd',  that^*^  he  nempned'"  hym  self* 
the  12  Empe>'our,  he  said'  to  hym,  "  Say,  thou  rebavde,  Avhi  saiest  thou 
that  thou  art  the  Emperour?"  he  saide,  "for  sothe  so  I  am  the^^ 
Emperour*,  and  youi-"*  lord';  and  I  have  promoted'  the  to  grete  dig- 
nite,  and  I  ^^  have  ordeyned'  the  one  of  my  counseilours ;  by  'thise 
tokens,!'' — ^  \j^  t];^e  ]ast  pa?-liament  we'''  treted'  of  such  nedes."  The 
Erie  hadde  mervaile  'of  his  speche,  but^^  neverthelesse  he  yave  no 
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'  Om.         '  myche  multytude.         *  thi.         '"  Om.         "  nainyd. 
'•  Om.        "  Om.        ''  thi.        ''  Om.        '^  this  token.        '^  were.        '^  Om. 
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him  to  be  p?*esoned?,  and  to  sitte  there  pe  space  of"  thre  daies,  wrtZi- 
oute  mete  &  drinke ;  and  aftir  he  chargid  him  fat  he  shuld'  go  oute 
of  his  contre,  vpon)  peyne  of"  lesing  of  his  lyf*.  when  themperour* 
was  w/t/ioute  the  ^atis,  he  wept  sore,  and  seid,  "  Alias  !  what  shal  I 
do  now  1  I  am  but  lorne,  for  no  man  knowith  me.  Eest  is,  fat  I 
go  home  to  my  palys,  &  wete  if*  ]je  Emperesse,  my  wif ,  or  any  of» 
my  meyne  woH  know  me."  He  yede  home  ;  and  anon)  a  Grehoxmd, 
Jje  which  he  had  lovit^  moche  afore,  come  wyghtly  rennyng  to  hi}?^, 
and  woltB  haue  slayn)  him,  had  not  beii)  fat  herd!  him  crye  had  pite 
of*  him,  and  holpyn)  of  hi???,  then  themperour'  yede  forth  to  the 
yatis  of-  fe  palys,  and  fere  he  knokkec^ ;  and  f e  porter  openyd  the 
yate,  and  askecE  why  he  knokked'.  "  Dere  Trend,"  quod  thenipej-oui-', 
"  hast  f  on  no  knoulache  of  me  ?  "  "  Ko,"  qiiod  the  Porter,  "  I  haue 
no  knoulache  of  the."  "  I  am,"  qjiod  he,  "  yovn^  EmpCTWU'*,  &  your* 
lord,  &  fou  berist  my  clothing  vport  the."  then  seid  f e  porter, 
"thou  liest,  harlot;  my  lord?  the  emperoui"'  sittith  at  mete,  &  my 
lady  the  empe^-es  by  his  side,  with  Erlis  &  dukys."     Tho  seid  them- 
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faithe  to  hym,  for  he  hac^  no  knowleche^  of  hym ;  but  anon)  he 
comaundecf  him  to  prison),  'and  there  to  be  kept^  iij.  daies,  'with 
out^  mete  or^  drynlc^;  and  after  this,  for  to  go  out  of  his  Erledome, 
on  payn)  of  his  hede.  and  so  it  w;is  done.  ^  Whan  the  Empej-our* 
Was  thus^  put  out  Avith  confusion),  he  Avept  bitterly,  and  saic^,  "  Alias  ! 
Alias  !  what  shall  I  -now  do  ?  no  man  knoAves  me.  'Now  wille  I  go  "^ 
to  my  paleys,  'to  se'''  yf  any  of  my  men  knoAveth^  me,  or  the  Emper- 
esse  my  wyf*."  H  Than  he  Avent  to  his  paleys  ;  and  'there  come  ayenst 
hym  rynnjTig  a  grete  paas  a  ^GreyhouncJ  that  he  loA^ed'  Avele,^'^  and 
wold'  have  11  slayn)  hym,  but  yf '^  he  hadde  'the  sonnei'^i^  cried'  'for 
help,!^  and  men  for  pitee  delyvered'  hym  from  the  Greyhound'.  %  The 
Emperour  hadde  mervaile  of^  this,  and  Avent  to  the  gate,  and  ronge 
atte^^  gate.  The  porter^  come,  and  opened'  the  gate,  and  askecf  hym 
Avhi  he  knokked'  on  the  gate  %  he  said',  "  frende,  knoAvest  thou  me 
not]"  and  1*5  he  said',  "no."  He  said'  agayn),  "I  am  your^^  Emper- 
our,  and  thou  berest  my  liveray."  The  porter  said',  "Thou  liest, 
harlot ;  The  Empe^-our  sitteth  atte^^  mete,  and  beside  hym  the  Em- 
peresse,  with  dukes  and  Erles."  ^  He  said',  "  frend',  for  goddes  loA'e,  yf 

'  knowyng.  ^  Om.  ^  to  be  with  out.  *  and.  ^  Om. 

^  I  shalle  go.  '  Om.  '  know.  *  leaf  6. 

'"  and  a  greliound,  that  he  loued  myche,  ran  to  hym  a  grete  pace.       "  Om. 

'^  Om.         '3  sone.         '•*  Om.         '^  on  the.         "^  Om.         '^  the.         '^  at  the. 
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pe?-oiU'',  "good  Frend,  I  pray  the  for  the  lone  of"  god,  fat  fou 
herkene  what  I  shall  sey  to  the ;  &  go  to  the  emperesse,  and  sey  to 
her  in  her  ere  by  such  tokyns  which  non  knowithe  but  oonly  she  & 
I ;  and  sey  to  hir,  jjat  I  her  husbond'  &  hir  lord'  stonde  nakyd  at  Jje 
^ate ;  &  pray  hir  to  senden)  me  some  clothis,  fat  I  may  come  yn." 
And  Jie  porter  in  scorne  toke  hede  to  his  wordis,  &  with  scorne  yede 
to  themperesse,  &  rownyd'  with  her,  &  told'  to  hir  aH:  the  prive 
tokyns  fat  were  ysaid  bytwene  hem  two.  Anon  the  emperesse  made 
him  to  be  fet  yn ;  and  he  knew  aU  men),  and  no  man  knew  Inm. 
J3en  the  Empej'oui-*  seid,  fat  sat  at  the  table,  "  sey,  loreH  knave,  seist 
f  ou  that  thou  art  Emperoui''  1 "  "  Ya,  ser,"  quod  he.  tho  spake 
fat  othir  to  alle  the  lordis  aboute  him,  "  Sirs  and  Frendis,  I  charge 
you  aboute  him,  by  f e  feith  je  owe  to  me,  fat  ye  sey  soth,  whethir 
this  man  be  Emperour*  or  11"  "  A  !  sey,"  quod  thei,  "  this  question) 
is  not  worth,  for  this  loseH  saw  we  neuer  here  to-fore,  and  the  we 
haue  yknow  long."     Thenne  the  Emperour'  chargid  hem,  fat  thei 

[Secojid  Version.     Addit.  M8.  9066.] 

it  like  you,  wille^  ye  go  on  my  behalf*  to  the  Emperesse,  and  say  in 
her  ere  by  thise  tokens,  that  no  man  'knowitA  vpou^  erthe  but  she 
and  I,  that  I  stonde  naked'  atte^  gate,  and*  am  her  husbond',  and 
Eniperour",  that  she  sende  my^  clothes,  that  I  may  entre  my  paleys." 
^  The  Porter  toke  aH  his  wordes  in  scorne  ;  neverthelesse  scornyngly 
he  went  to  the  Emperesse,  and  prively  rowned"^  in  her  ere,  and  told' 
her''  aH^  the  prive  tokens  that  he  had'  herd'.  U  The  Emperesse,^  whan 
she  herd'  this,  mervailed'i*^  gretly,  and  said'  to  the  Emperour,  that 
satte  by  her,  "  Sii'',  I  shalle  shew  you  mervaile.^^  there  is  an  harlot 
atte^^  gate,  that  seieth  he  is  Emperoui-',  and  my  husbond';  and  lie'-' 
sendeth  to  me  by  the  porter  all^'*  oure  prive  tokens,  that  ye  and  I  have 
done  from  our  yonge  age  bitwene  vs."  IT  The  Emperour,  whan  he 
herd'  this,  he  bad'  'he  shuld'^^  be  brought  in.  Whan  he  was  brought 
in,  he  knew  aH  men,^''  but  no  man  knew  hym.  If  The  Emperour  said', 
that  satte  atte^*"  borde,  "  Say  me,  rebavde,  Avhi^^  namest  thou  the  for 
Emperoui''  ] "  he  said',  "  ye,  sii''."  he  that  satte  at  the  borde  said' 
to  aH  his  lordes  of  his  courte,  "  In  the  faith  that  ye  owe  to  me  seith, 
whether  'this  man  be^^  Emperour,  or  I  ? "  H  They  saiden),  "  this  is  an 
vnsavery  question) ;  this  rebavde  we  saw  never  before,-*^  but  of  yoiire 
persone  of  longe  tyme  we  are  certayn)."    H  The  Emperour  said'  to  his 

'  wole.         *  kuowis  on.  ^  at  the.         ■*  that.          ^  me.  ^  he  rownyd. 

'  the  emperice.             Om.  ^  Om.         '"  she  merueylyd.  "  merueylys. 

■'  at  the.          '=>  Om.  '^  Om.          '^  hym.          '^  Om.  "  at  the. 

'«  Om.  '»  he  is.              "^  to-fore. 
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shuld'  take  him,  and  tey  him  to  Tailles  of  hors,  vpoo)  the  harct  pave- 
ment,— "  but  I  woH  not  pat  ye  slee  him,  but,  forsoth,  if  he  euer 
presume  any  more  so  fouly,  he  shalbe  dampnyd'  to  the  foulest  deth 
pat  I  can)  deme."  And  in  dede,  jje  cacchepolis  drow  him  vpon)  the 
pavement  at  pe  Tailles  of  hors,  and  putte  him  oute  of  the  cite.  Sone 
aftu'  this  Emperouf  bygan)  to  thenk,  what  haue  I  do,  or  what  haue  I 
grevid'  god,  pat  I  am  thus  put  oute  of*  the  Empire,  and  pat  no  man 
knowith  me?  And  as  he  thought  these  wordis,  hit  come  to  his 
mynde,  how  he  had  I-thought  afore  in  his  bed,  is  pere  any  god  but 
II — "A!  lord'  god,  now  I  se  wele  pat  was  pe  cause  pat  grevid'  the, 
and  perfore  I  shal  go  to  a  confessour',  and  clansy  me,  and  take  pen- 
aunce  perfore."  There  beside  duellicJ  an  heremyte,  pat  vsid  to 
shrive  ^him  afore ;  and  he  yede  to  this  heremite  then,  &  knokkecf  at 
pe  dore.  ""Who  is  pere?"  quod  the  heremite.  "  Opyn),  opyn," 
qwod'  the  Emperour*,  "for  I  am  the  Empero?<r,  and  haue  certein 
prevites  to  speke  with  the."     And  the  Heremyte  openyd  the  dore; 

'  leaf  163,  col.  2. 
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servauntes,  "  Take  ^  this  harlotte,  and  draw  hym  at  the  horse-taile, 
on  the  pament,  by  cause  he  wold'  have  the  Empire^  Trom  me,^  whan 
he  saide  that*  he  was  Empe?-our.  ^  Also  I  wUle,  yf  he  of  false  pre- 
sumpciou)  any  more  entremete  hym  of  the  Empire,  that  he  be  put  to 
a  foule  deehe."  IF  Than  'the  turmentours,^  at  the  biddyng  of  the  Em- 
pej-our*,  drew  hym  on  the  pament,  at  the  horse-taile ;  and  afterward* 
shamfully  put  hym  out  of  the  Citee.  whan  he  was  put  out,  and 
confused',  he  wept  bittirly,  saiyng  in  ^his  hert,  "  Alias  !  Alias  !  that 
ever  I  was  born),  for  now  I  wote  not  what  I  sliaU  do,  ne  whether  to 
go  !  "  IT  Anon)  he  thought,  "what  have  I  do  ayensf  god',  that  I  am 
thus  put  out  of  myne  Em2:)ire,  and  no  man  knoAveth  me  1 "  while 
he  thought  this  in  his  hert,  it  come  to  his  mynde,  that  ones  he®  lay 
in  his  bedde,  and^  said',  "Is  there  any  god  but  I?"  IT  "  0  !  lord' 
god',  this  is  the  cause  of  myii)  offence.  I  shaH  go  to  my  confessour, 
and  be  clene^''  confessed'  of  my  synnes.''^^  ^  Ther'  was  that  tyme  an 
hermyte,  that  he  was  Avonte  to  be  confessed'  at ;  and  he  Avent  to  his 
Selle,  and  called'  'the  hermyte.  Anon)'^  the  hermyte  come,^^  and  asked' 
Avho  Avas  ther''?  he  said',  "  vndo  the  dorre,  for^*  I  am  the  Emperour, 
that  have  for  to  shcAv  to  you  my  prive  counsaile."     Anon)  the  her- 

'  take  hym.         ^  eniperice.         '  Om.         ■*  Om.         *  thei.         *  leaf  6,  back. 
'  agayns  j^fJssMft.         "  as  he.         '  he.         '"  clenly.         "  syune. 

'*  Om.  '3  herd.  "  Om. 
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and  when  he  saw  f e  Emperoui'',  anon  he  put  to  the  dore  ayen)  witJi 
aH  his  myght,  and  seid,  "  nay,  pon  art  not  Emperom->  but  the  deviH." 
J?en)  thempe?-oui^  hygan  sore  to  wepe,  and  seid,  "  alas  !  alas  !  vnappy 
wrecche  pat  I  am ;  I  pray  the,  for  goddis  loue,  here  my  confession) 
fere  as  I  stonde ;  and  let  thi  dore  stond  yshit,  as  hit  doth."  "  For 
the  loue  of  god,"  q?<od'  the  heremyte,  "  I  wolle  gladly  here  the ;  say 
what  thou  wilt."  Tho  the  Empe^'our*  makyd  confession),  and  told' 
how  he  had  grevid  his  god;  "and  ferfore  I  had  suche  venlauwce." 
"When  fe  heremite  had  assoiled  him,  he  openyd  a  wyndowe,  and 
knew  him  for  emperour",  and  kist  for  loye.  "  Telle  me,"  qwod'  the 
Emperoui'',  "  hast  Jjou  knoulache  of*  me  yit,  or  doutist  of*  me  1 "  "yis," 
qtiod:  the  heremyte,  "  I  know  pe  now,  pat  thou  art  empero?<r ;  but 
as  long  as  fou  duelledist  in  synne,  I  coude  not  know  the."  "  I  pray 
the,"  qj/od  the  'Emperour,  "  lene  me  som  clothis,  and  kever  my  body ; 
and  fien  woUe  I  turne  home,  &  loke  if*  any  man)  can)  or  wolle  know 
me."  "  yis,  my  lord,"  seid  pe  heremyte ;  "  suche  clothis  as  I  haue, 
thou  shalt  haue,  and  I  trow  to  god  thei  woH  know  the ;  but,  ser,  I 

[Second  Version.     Addit  MS.  9066.] 

myte  opened  the  dorres^;  and  whan  he  saw  hym,  with  a  grete  hast 
he  shitte  the  dorres  ^  agayu),  and  said',  "thou  art  not  the^  Em- 
pe?-our,  but  rather  a^  devett."  U  The  Emperour  herd'  this,  wept*  fast, 
and  said,  "  Alias  !  "  ^  I  am  vnhappy,^  yit  I  pray  the,  for  the  love  of 
god,  here  my  confession),  'and  lette  me  stond  with  out  the  dorre."^ 
The  hermyte  said,  "  for  the  love  of  god  I  shaH  gladly  here  the." 
^  Anon)  the  Empe?*our  with  teres  was  confessed,  how  he  was  proude 
ayenst  god,  and  what  he  had  thought  and  said.  And  whan  he  was 
assoiled,  the  hermyte  'kneled  and  kissed^  liym  for  ioye.  IT  Than  the 
Emperour  said,  "  N'ow  say  me  trewly,  whether  thou  hast  knowyng 
of  me,  or  thou  doutest  yit  1 "  The  hermyte  said,  "  with  outen)  doute 
I  know  the  for  verrey  Emperoui-',  and  for  my  lord ;  but  as  longe  as 
thou  were  in  synne,  I  had  no^  knowyng  of  the."  IF  Than  the  Em- 
perour* said,  "  I  pray  the,  yf  thou  have  any  clothes,  lene^*^  me  some, 
for  to  hillo  me  with,  and  so  I  shaH  'go  to  my  palcys,  and  I  shaH^^  se  yf 
any  man  have^-  knowyng  of  me."  II  The  hermyte  said,  "  My  reverent 
lord,  suche  clothes  as  I  have  I  wille  gladly  take  you ;  and  I  hope 
with  outen  doute,  that  aH  men  shaH  know  you  ;  but  what  he  is 

'  dore.         ^  Om.         ^  the.         ■•  and  wepte.         *  Om.         ®  an  vnhappy  man. 

'  beyng  the  dore  shit. 

*  opynd  the  wyndow,  and  knew  him  sothely  for  the  Emperour,  and  kyssed  &c. 

"  none.         "*  lende.  "  Om.  ''^  yet  haue. 
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merveiH  what  lie  is,  fat  occupietll  thi  dignite."  When  themperoui' 
was  I-clothid,  he  went  to  his  paleis,  and  knoldved'  at  fe  yate.  the 
porter  openyd  the  yate,  and  knelid'  doun),  &  seid,  "  ser,  my  lorcB,  by 
what  wey  yede  ye  oute ;  for  I  haue  here  abide  &  I-stond  long,  &  I 
cowde  not  se  you  1 "  "  Knowist  J)OU  me,"  q?/od'  themperoui''.  "  ye, 
my  lord',"  qiiod  he,  "  and  long  haue  ydoii) ;  But  yisterday  there  come 
an  harlot  naked',  &  come  to  fe  halle,  &  seid  he  was  emperowr."  So 
hit  was,  pat  the  Empero^<r  entrid  in  to  pe  halle.  when  knyghtes 
and  lordis  saw  him  come,  tliei  fille  doun)  on  kne,  eche  man  in  his 
degre,  and  salowid'  him,  as  fei  aught  to  do  to  thempej'owr.  And 
fat  ofer  ^va^erour  was  in  chamber  with  the  lady,  &  herde  a  grete 
noise  in  the  halle;  [and]  he  comwaundid'  his  chamberleyn)  to  go 
loke  what  hit  was.  Whan  pe  chamberleyn)  had  I-seyn)  what  hit 
was,  he  come  rennyng  vp  agein,  and  seid  to  pe  Emperour*,  "  Sir, 
there  is  a  feu''  man  in  the  halle,  and  seith  he  is  Emperowr ;  and  he 
is  like  to  you,  pat  there  is  no  man  in  pis  world'  pat  may  know  wheper 
of  you  to  be  Emperoure."     Then  seid  the  Emperoui-'  to  pe  lady, 

[Seco?id  Version.     Addit.  MS.  9066.] 

that  occupieth  your  place,^  vtterly  I  wote  not."  IF  Than^  the  Empi??-- 
our,  whan  he  was  clad',  he  went  to  the  paleys,  and  knokked'  at  the 
gate,  the  porter  opened'  the  gate  ;  and  whan  he  saw  the  Emperour, 
he  fille  a-downe*  on  his  knee,  and  said',  "My  reverent  lord',  I  mer- 
vaile*  what  way  ye  went  out,  For  I  have  stond'  here  "aH:  this  day,^ 
and  saw  you  not."  IT  The  Emp^'rour  said',  "  knowest  thou  me? "  "ye, 
lord',"  he  said',  "  of^  longe  tyme  I  have  know  you;  but''  yisterday 
here  was  an  harlot,  and  went  into  the  halle,  and  saicJ  he  was  Em- 
pe?'om''."  ^  Whan  the  porter  had'  thus  said',  the  Emperour  went  ^into 
the  halle.  'AH  his^  knyglites  and  other  men,  whan  thei  sawe  hym, 
worshipfully  thei  saluted'  hym ;  and  eche  man  did'  hym  worshippe, 
as  thei  were  wont  to  do  to^**  the  Empe/'om''.  •![  The  'other*  Emperour^i 
was  in  the  chambre  that  tyme,  with  the  Empresse.  whan  thei 
herct  noise  in  the  halle,  he  said'  \Tito  his'^^  chambeiiayn),  "  Go  and^^ 
wete  what  this  ^*  noyse  is."  Whan  he  come,  and  saw  the  Empprour 
in  the  halle,  he  had'  mervaile  ;  and  went  ayene  ^^  fast  in  to  the  cham- 
bre, and  said',  "  A  !  my  worshipfuH  lord,  in  the  halle  is  a  faire  man, 
that  saith  he^*^  is  Erapcrour',  and  in  aii  thynges^'^  he  is  like  you,  that 
there  is  no  man  in  the  world'  'that  coude^^  deme  verrely  whiche  of 

'  dignyte.         *  Ovi.         ^  doune.         "*  haue  merueyle  by.         ^  Om.         ^  a. 

^  but  yet.         «  leaf  7.         ^  Om.         '"  Om.         "  tother.  '^  to  the. 
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"  goth  ye  fortlv  aad  seth  him,  and  telle  me  what  it  is."  And  the 
lady  did'  so ;  aiid^Ehen  she  saw  him,  ^  She  had  so  grete  merveilt, 
fat  no  man  wolde  trowe  hit.  &  sone  she  entrid'  ]je  chamber  ayen), 
and  seid,  "  A !  ser,  what  shal  I  sey  now  or  do  1  Forsoth  I  note 
whethir  of  you  I  shal  take  for  my  hnsbond',  siiche  a  liknes  is  atwene 
you  two."  Then  spake  the  Emperour',  and  seid,  "  I  shaH  se  him  my 
self."  When  themperouf  come  to  jie  halle,  and  pei  stode  both  to- 
gidre,  pere  was  no  man)  cowde  discryve  whefer  of  hem  shuld'  be 
ILm-perour.  Then  spak  themperom-'  Jiat  come  doun)  of  fe  chamber, 
"Dere  frendis  echon),  witJwuteii)  doute  ])is  is  jour  lord',  &  youi'' 
EmperoMr,  &  J)e  same  Jjat  I  made  to  be  drawen)  with  hors,  though 
non  of  you  had  knoulache  of  him ;  and  alle  was  for  this  skyle.  Hit 
happid  J>at  this  man)  bygan)  to  be  so  hy  in  hert,  &  so  proudely,  and 
therfore  god  put  him  oute  of  his  empier,  tyH  fat  he  had  made 
amendis ;  and  in  this  tyme  I  was  cowmaunded'  by  god  to  occupie 
his  stede,  fat  the  Empire  shuld'  not  perissh ;  and  I  am  his  aimgeH, 
that  haue  I-be  in  the  gouernaile  and  keping*,  as  ye  know,  vnto  fe 
tyme  that  he  were  reconsiled  to  god,  &  fat  peas  be  made  bytwene 

'  leaf  163,  back,  col.  1. 
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you  is  Empg?'our."  ^  The  Emperour^  herd  this,  and  bad  the  Empresso 
"  go  forthe,  and  se  what  he  is,  and  come  telle  me."  IT  The  Empresse 
went,  and  loked,  and  mervailed  gretly;^  and  went  fast^  into  the 
chambre  agayn).  "  0  !  Sir,  what  I  shaH  say  vtterly  I  wote  not,  in  as 
moche  ^  as  I  wote  not  whiche  of  you  is  my  lord,  for  ye  are  so  like."  %  The 
Emperour,  that  was  in  the  chambre,  said,  "  I  shall  go  forthe  and  se 
hym."  Whan  thei"*  come  into  the  halle,  thei  stoden)  to-gedre;  and  there 
was  no  man  in  the  halle  that  coude  deme  which  of  hem  was  verry 
Emperour.  H  Than  said  the  Emp^j-our,  that  come  out  of  the  chambre, 
"  worshipfull  Sires  and  Frendes,  with  outen)  doute  this  is  your*  lord? 
and  Emperour  ;^  this  is  he  that  I  made  to  be  draw  at  the  horse-taile, 
and  none  of  you  knew  him  ;  and  this  is  the  cause.^  H  hit  'be-felle 
ones  "^  that  he  was  over  ^  provde  ayenst  god ;  and  therf or*  god  cast 
hym  downe^  out  of  his  Empire,  tille  he  had  made  a-seth  to  god. 
And  I  was  bodeii)  of  god  to  kepe  his  stede,  that  the  Empire  shuld 
not  perissh.  And  I  am  an  aungeH  of  god,  that  hath^*^  kept  the  Em- 
pire, as  ye  "sene,  tille  ^^  he  were  reconsiled  to  ^^  god.     and  now  pease 

'  wonder  gretly.         ^  iswythe.         '  mykylle.         *  he.  *  the  Emperor. 

^  skyllc.  ''  fille  so.         «  thus.         ^  Om.  haue. 

"  have  seue,  vntylle.         '"  of. 
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god  &  hi??^;  and  ferfore  receiuetli  him  for  your'  lord'."  &  so  ho 
vanysslied'  fro  hem.  And  them^erour  hily  thonkid  god,  fat  so 
savid'  him ;  and  aftir  he  was  a  devoute  maii),  &  faire  endid  his  lyf*. 


D 


MORALITE. 

Ere  Frendis,  this  Emperour'  may  be  callid  ech  Cristeii)  man)  pat  is 
myghti  and  riche,  Jje  which  for  hahundaunce  of  good  inhieth  hi/;i 
ayens  god,  scil.  he  is  recheles  to  kepe  his  comjwaundement^,  and  he 
goth  in  the  forest  of  this  world'  for  to  hunte  ahoute  worldly  vanytes. 
but  thenne  ofte  tymes  per  riseth  a  tliik  clowde  and  a  derk,  seil. 
temptacion)  of*  the  deveH,  pe  which  ofte  tymes  departith  suche  a 
man)  fro  the  people  of  god,  sell,  fro  the  werkj'^s  of*  me?'cy ;  and  takith 
then  a  grete  hete,  J»at  is  for  to  sey,  dilectacion)  of  synnyng*,  &  so  he 
puttith  of*  his  clothis,  scil.  good  ve?-tuys,  pe  which  he  receiued'  in 
baptisme,  and  he  entrith  in  to  pe  wate?'  of  flesshly  affeccions,  in  pe 
which  a  synner  is  ofte  tyme  delited.  Eut  when  a  man  begynneth 
to  penk  on  his  syn),  and  purposith  to  arise  oute  \>erof  bye  contricion), 
then  he  sechith  his  clothis,  scil.  ve?-tuys,  the  which  he  had  yloste, 
but  he  fyndeth  hem  not. — what  doth  he  thenne  ?     He  goth  then  to 

[Secojid  Version,     Addlt.  MS.  9066.] 

is  made  with  god' ;  Therfoi-*  taketh  hym  to^  your  lord'."  IT  whan  this 
was  said?,  the  aungeH  was  out  of  her  sight.  The  Emperoui'',  wlian  he 
saw  this,  he  'y^l^i^-^d.'  thankyngis^  to  god',  that  so  had'  saved'  hym. 
After  this  he  was  devoute  to  god',  and  ended'  his  lyf*  in  pease. 

Declaracio.  Frendes,  to  vnderstond'  gostly,  This  Emperour  is  every 
cristeu)  man,  that  is  myghty  and  riche,  and  for  hahundaunce  of  rich- 
esse  and  of  myght  raisethe  hym  self*  ayenst  god',  as  he  that  obeyeth 
not  to  goddes  wille,  neither  to  his  preceptes,  but  walketh  by  Jje 
forest  ^of  this  world,  huntyng  aboute  worldly  vanytees.  II  Eut  ofte 
sithe  ther  risetfi  a  derke  clowde  in  a  temptacion)  of  the  fende,  that 
suche  one  departeth  hym  from  aH  his  peple,  that  is,  from  all  the 
werkes  of  mercy^  and  taketh  a  grete  hete,  that  is,  delectacioii)  of 
synne ;  and  so  he  putteth  of  his  clothes,  that  ben)  his  good?  vertues. 
the  whiche  he  resceived'  in  his  baptyme,  and  goth  into  the  watir,  That 
is,  flesshly  affeccions,  in  the  whiche  a  synner  deliteth  hym  moche. 
^  Eut  whan  a  man  bethynketh  him  of  his  synne,  he  begynneth  to  flee 
by  contriccion),  but  yit  he  fyndeth  not  his  clothes ;  tho  be  the  ver- 
tues, the  whiche  he  hath  lost  by  his  synne.    H  Wherfoi"'  he  gothe  to 

'  Om.  ^  jeld  thankyng,  ^  leaf  7,  back. 
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fe  hous  of  the  knyglit  fat  lie  avaunced,  scil.  to  resori) ;  and  reson) 
"betith  hbn  so  ofte  tyme  as  he  stondith  ayens  Jje  Synner,  and  he 
reprevith  him,  for  he  offendith  god,  &  lesith  Heuen),  and  getith  him 
fe  peyne  of  helle.  Aftirward'  he  comyth  to  jje  hous  of  Jje  Erie,  scil. 
consciens  ;  and  he  grucchith  with  him,  &  pj^esonyth  him,  and  puttith 
him  in  many  angris  &  tribulacion),  tyli  tyme  jjat  he  come  ^to  the 
wey  of  helth.  For  whenne  eny  Man  doth  eny  synne,  conscience 
grucchith  jjerwith ;  and  therfore  the  AppostiH  seith,  Omrie  quod  est 
contra  conscienciam,  edijicat  ad  iehennam,  fat  is  to  sey,  AH;  fat  is 
ayens  conscience,  heldith  toward'  helle.  Aftir  he  goth  to  liis  o"\vne 
paleis,  scil.  to  the  herte,  and  thinketh  how  &  in  what  maner  fat  he 
had  trespassid  to  god  ;  &  fere  he  may  not  he  receiued', — why  ?  for 
god  is  put  oute  of*  herte  hy  synne.  &  the  Emperom'^,  scil.  holy 
chircB,  to  whom  we  owe  to  he  Aveddid,  knowith  not  f  e  synner,  tiH 
tyme  fat  he  be  ydrawe  atte  fe  Tailles  of  hors,  vpon)  f e  pavement, 
scil.  f ou  owe  to  take  to  mynde  fro  hegynnyng  of  thy  lyf*  vnto  f is 
present  day,  where,  how,  &  for  what  cause,  fat  f ou  hast  grevid'  thi 
god ;  &  then  renne  to  a  heremyte,  scil.  a  discrete  confessoui^,  &  shew 

'  leaf  163,  back,  col.  2. 
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the  knyghtes  house,  that  is,  reason) ;  but  reason)  betith  hym,  as  ofte 
as  he  manly  stondeth  agayn)  synne,  Eor  withstondyng  of  synne  is 
paynf uU ;  and  reasoii)  vndirtaketh  hym  that  he  hathe  oifended'  gocJ, 
and  lost  heven,  and  purchasicJ  helle  payn).  IF  Than  after,  whan 
he  come  to  the  house  [o]f  ^  the  Erie,  that  is,  to  his  conscience,  anon) 
it  gruccheth  ayenst  hym,  and  putteth  hym  to  prison).  That  is,  he  in- 
volves hym  in  grete  sorowes  and  diseases  of  hert,  for  his  synne,  tille 
he  come  to  the  way  of  helthe.  For  Avhan  a  man  hathe  do  synne,  his 
conscience  gruccheth ;  as  the  appostle  saith,  AH  that  is  done  ayenst 
conscience,  edefieth  Helle.  %  Than  he  gothe  to  his  owne  paleys,  that 
is,  to  his  owne  hert,  and  thynketh  what  and  how  moche  he  hath 
offended'  ayenst  god',  and  may  not  be  resceived' ;  for  by  synne  god' 
is  put  out  of  the  hert.  %  And  the  [ejmpresse,  that  is,  holy  chirche,  to 
the  whiche  he  shuld'  be  wedded',  [kn]oweth  not  a  synner,  tille  he  be  at 
the  horse-taile,  by  the  [p]ament,  That  is,  thou  owest  to  have  in  mynde, 
fro  the  begynyng  of  thi  lyf*  vnto  this  tyme,  H  what  that  is,  how,  and' 
where,  and  for  what  cause,  and  how  ofte  thou  hast  offended'  god' ; 

'  Part  of  the  margin  of  leaf  7,  back,  seems  to  have  been  written  on  a  loose 
slip,  which  was  then  removed,  so  that  the  beginnings  of  some  of  the  lines  lack 
the  first  letters. 
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to  him  what,  &  howe  moche  fat  fou  hast  grevid?  god ;  and  so  by 
good  argument  }jou  shalt  recouere  thi  clothing,  scil.  vertuys,  jjat  thou 
lostist  ]  and  fen  Jjcu  shalt  mow  go  vnto  fe  palys  of  Crist,  where  the 
porter,  scil.  p?-elat,  scil.  god  him  self*,  shalle  opene  to  the  the  yate  of 
heuen).  And  then  aH  thine,  scil.  aungels,  shiil  know  fe,  and  fou  shalt 
regne  pere  withouten)  ende,  with  the  blessed'  lor(J,  Qui  cum  pat?-e  &c. 

[  XXIV.  ] 
AVEEYOS  THE  EMPEROUEE. 

(of   the    KNIGHT    WHO    LOST    HIS   WIFE   AND   TWO    SONS,    AND    HOW 

THEY   WERE   FOUND.) 

Averios  was  a  wise  emperoui^  regnyng  in  the  cite  of  Eome ;  and 
he  let  crye  a  grete  feste,  and  who  so  euer  wold'  come  to  that 
feste,  and  gete  victory  in  tour[n]ement,  he  shuld'  haue  his 
doughter  to  wyf*,  aftir  his  decesse.  So  fere  was  a  doughti  knyght,  & 
hardy  in  armys,  and  specially  in  toiir[n]ement,  fe  which  hadde  a  wyf*, 
and  two  yong  children),  of  age  of  thre  yere  ;  and  when  this  knyght  had 
her^  this  crye,  in  a  clere  morowenyng  he  entred'  in  to  a  forest,  and  fe/'e 
he  herd  a  nyghtingale  syng  vpon)  a  tre  so  swetly,  fat  he  herd'  neuer 
so  swete  a  melody  afore  that  tyme.  The  knyght  sette  him  douii) 
vndre  the  tre,  and  seid  to  him  self,  "now,  lord',  if  I  myght  knowe 
what  this  brid  shold'  bemene  ! "  J?ere  come  an  old'  man),  and  seid 
to  him,  "  fat  thou  shalt  go  w/t7an  thes  thre  dales  to  f e  Emperours 
feste,  &  f ou  shalt  suflfre  grete  persecucion)  or  f ou  come  fere  ;  and  if* 
f  ou  be  constant,  &  pacient  in  ali  thi  tribulacion),  thy  sorowe  shal 
twrne  the  to  grete  ioy ;  and,  ser,  this  is  the  interpretacion)  of  his 
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and  so  rynne  to  the  hermyte,  that  is,  a  secrete  confessoMr,  and  shew 
to  hym  how  thou  hast  offended'  god'.  And  so  it  foloweth,  that  thou 
may  recover,  and  gete  agayn)  thi  clothes,  that  are  the  vertues,  that  is 
lost  by  synne ;  and  go  to  the  paleys  of  holy  chirche,  where  the  por- 
ter, that  is,  the  prelat,  shall  take  the  in.  and  god'  shaH  open)  to 
the  the  dorre  of  the  kyngdome  of  heven,  whan  thou  diest ;  IF  And  aH 
thyn),  that  ben  the  aungels  of  god',  shaH  there  know  the ;  and  there 
thou  shalt  reigne  in  the  hevenly  Empire;  to  the  whiche  ^bryng  vs 
the  Emperoui'  of  heven)  Ihe-su  crist !    Amen. 

'  leaf  8. 
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song."  when  this  was  seid,  fe  ol(J  man)  vanysshe(J,  and  Jje  brid  fly 
awey.  tho  the  knyght  had  grete  merveitt ;  he  yede  to  his  wif ,  and 
told'  her  the  cas.  "  ser/'  q?<od  she,  "  \q  wiH:  of*  god  be  fulfilled',  but 
I  counseii  ]iai  we  go  to  Jie  feste  of*  the  Emperom-',  and  pat  ye  thynk 
on  the  victory  in  the  tour[n]ement,  by  the  which  we  may  be 
avaunced  and  holpeu)."  when  the  knyght  had  made  aH;  things  redy^ 
pe^'e  come  a  grete  fire  in  the  nyght ;  and  brent  vp  aH  his  hous,.  &  ali 
his  goodis,  For  which  he  had  grete  sorowe  in  hert ;  ^  JSTeuertheles,  not- 
withstondyng*  aH  this,  he  yede  forthe  toward'  the  see,  with  his  wife, 
and  with  his  two  childryn) ;  and  fere  he  hired'  a  Ship,  to  passe  ouer. 
When  thei  come  to  londe,  fe  maister  of  the  Ship^^e  asked  of*  the 
knyght  his  hu'e  for  his  passage,  for  him,  &  for  his  wif,  and  for  his 
two  childryn).  "Dere  Frend,"  seid  the  knyght  to  him,  "  dere  frend, 
sufFre  me,  &  Jjou  shalt  haue  ali  thyn),  for  I  go  now  to  the  feste  of 
themperoui'',  where  I  trust  to  haue  Jje  victory  in  tur[ne]ment,  and 
pen  pou  shalt  be  wele  ypaied'."  "nay,  by  the  feith  pat  I  owe  to 
pemperomV  qwod  pat  othir,  "^hit  shal  not  be  so,  For  but  if*  pou 
pay  now,  I  shal  holde  thi  wif*  to  wed,  tyH  tyme  pat  I  be  paied'  fully 
my  salary."  And  he  seid  pat,  for  he  desired'  pe  loue  of*  the  lady, 
tho  the  knyght  p?-ofreh)  his  two  childryn)  to  wed',  So  pat  he  myght 
haue  his  wif* ;  and  the  Shipman  seid,  "  nay,  such  wordis  beth  vayn), 
for,"  q?<od  he,  "  or  I  wol  haue  my  mede,  or  els  I  woUe  holde  thi  wif*." 
So  the  knyght  lefte  his  wif  with  him,  and  kyst  her  with  bitter  teris  ; 
and  toke  pe  two  childryn),  sci7.  on  in  his  oon  arme,  &  pat  othir  in 
his  nek,  and  so  he  yede  forth  to  the  turnement,  Aftir  pe  maists?'  of*  pe 
Shippe  wolde  haue  layn)  by  the  lady,  but  she  denyed'  hit,  &  seid,  pat 
she  had  lever  dey  pan  consente  perto.  So  witMn  short  tyme,  pe 
maister  drew  to  a  fer  lond',  and  pere  he  deied' ;  and  pe  lady  beggid' 
her  brede  fro  dore  to  dore,  and  knew  not  in  what  lond  her  husbond' 
vras  duellinge.  the  knyght  was  gon)  toward'  the  paleis,  and  at  pe 
last  he  come  by  a  dej)e  water,  pat  was  impossible  to  be  passid',  but 
hit  were  in  certein  tyme,  whe?i  hit  Avas  at  pe  lowist.  )5e  knyght  sette 
doun)  00  child',  and  bare  the  othir  ouer  the  water ;  and  aftir  pat  he 
come  ayen)  to  fecche  ouer  pe  othir,  but  or  he  myght  come  to  him, 
there  come  a  lion),  and  bare  him  awey  to  pe  forest,     the  knyght 

'  leaf  164,  col.  1. 
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pursued?  aftir,  but  lie  myglit  not  como  to  pe  lion);  and  fen  he 
wept  bitterly,  and  yede  ayeii)  ouer  the  water  to  pe  othir  child! ; 
and  or  he  were  yconie,  a  here  had  take  fe  child',  and  ran)  ])envith  to 
fe  forest.  When  fe  knyght  saw  fat,  sore  he  wepte,  and  seid,  "  alias  ! 
fat  euer  I  was  bore,  for  now  haue  I  lost  wif*  and  childryn).  0  f ou 
brid  !  thi  song  fat  was  so  swete  is  yturned'  in  to  grete  sorowe,  and 
hath  ytake  away  niyrth  fro  my  hert."  Aftir  this  he  turned'  toward' 
the  feste,  and  made  hi7n  redy  toward  the  turnement  j  and  fere  he 
bare  him  so  manly,  &  so  doutely  in  the  turnement^  and  fat  twies  or 
thries,  fat  he  wan)  fe  victory,  and  worship,  and  wynnyng  of  fat 
day.  For  f  e  Emperoui'  hily  avauncid  him,  and  made  him  maister 
of"  his  oste,  and  com??iaundid'  fat  aH  shuld'  obey  to  hi??j ;  and  he 
encresitP,  and  aros  from  day  to  day  in  honure  and  richesse.  And  he 
went  aftirward'  in  a  certein  day  in  the  cite,  [and]  he  found  a  precious 
1  Stone,  coloimd'  with  thre  maner  of*  colours,  as  in  oo  partie  white,  in 
an  othir  partie  red,  and  in  the  thrid  pa^'tie  blak.  Anon  he  went  to 
a  lapadary,  fat  was  expert  in  f e  vertue  of  Stonys ;  and  he  seid,  fat 
f  e  vertue  of*  thilke  stone  was  this,  who  soeuer  berith  the  Stone  vpon) 
him,  his  hevynesse  shall  turne  in  to  ioy ;  and  if*  he  be  poue?-e,  he 
shal  be  made  riche ;  and  if*  he  hath  lost  any  thing,  he  shaH;  fynde 
hit  ay  en)  -with  grete  ioy.  And  when  the  knyght  herd'  this,  he  was 
glad  and  blith,  and  thought  in  him  self*,  "  I  am  in  grete  heuynesse 
&  pouerte,  for  I  haue  lost  aH  that  I  had,  and  by  this  Stone  I  shal 
recouere  aH  ayen),  wlief  er  hit  be  so  or  no,  god  wote  ! "  Aftir,  Avhen 
he  must  go  to  Bataile  of*  the  Emperowr,  he  gadri(J  to-gidre  aH  f e 
oste,  and  among  hem  he  found  two  yong  kn;f  ghtis,  semely  in  harneis, 
&  wele  I-shape,  the  which  he  hiretJ  for  to  go  -with  him  yn  bataiH 
of  the  Emperowr,  And  when  thei  were  in  the  BataiH,  f  e?-e  was  not 
oon  in  aH  f e  bataiH  fat  did  so  doutely,  as  did'  tho  two  knyghtis  fat 
he  hired' ;  and  f  erof  this  knyght,  maiste?-  of*  f  e  ost,  was  hily  gladid'. 
When  f  e  bataiH  was  y-do,  thes  two  yong  knyghtes  yede  to  her  oste 
in  f  e  cite ;  and  as  f  ei  sat  to-gidir,  thelder  seid  to  f  e  yonger,  "  Dere 
Frend,  hit  is  long  sithen)  fat  we  were  felawys,  and  we  haue  grete 
grace  of  god,  for  in  euery  batail  we  haue  f e  victory ;  and  f erfore 
I  pray  you,  telle  me  of  what  contre  ye  were  ybore,  and  in  what 
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nacion)  1  for  I  askid  neuer  this  of  the  or  now ;  &  if  Jjou  wilt  telle  me 
soth,  I  shal  telle  my  kynrede,  &  where  I  was  borne."  And  when 
00  felawe  spak  J)us  to  fe  othir,  a  faire  lady  was  loggid  in  pe  same 
ostry;  and  when  she  herd'  fe  elder  knyght  speke,  she  herkened  to 
him ;  but  she  knew  neither  of  he7n,  and  yit  she  was  modir  of  both, 
&  wyf*  of*  the  maister  of  the  Oste,  the  which  also  pe  maister  of  the 
Shipjjg  wet/iheld'  for  shiphire,  but  euer  god  kept  her  fro  synne.  Then 
spake  the  yonge?'  knyght,  "  Forsoth,  good  man),  I  note  who  was  my 
Fader,  or  who  was  my  modir,  ne  in  what  stede  I  was  borne ;  but  I 
liaue  this  wele  in  mynde,  fat  my  fader  was  a  knyght,  and  fat  he  bare 
me  oner  the  water,  and  left  my  eldir  brothir  in  fe  lond' ;  and  as  he 
passid  ouer  ayen)  to  fecche  him,  Ipere  come  a  lion),  &  toke  me  vp, 
but  a  man  of  the  cite  come  -with  houndis,  and  when  he  saw  him,  he 
made  him  to  leve  me  with  his  houndis."  "  now,  sotlily,"  quod  fat 
othir,  ''  and  in  fe  same  maner  hit  liappid  •with  me.  For  I  was  fe 
8one  of  a  knyght,  and  had  only  a  brothir ;  and  my  fader  brought  me, 
&  my  brof  er,  &  my  modir,  ouer  the  See  toward'  themperour* ;  and 
for  my  fader  had  not  to  pay  to  fe  maister  of*  ^the  ship  for  the  fraught, 
he  left  my  modir  to  wect ;  and  fen  my  fader  toke  me  with  my  yong 
brothir,  and  brought  vs  on  his  bak,  &  in  his  armys,  tyli  fat  we  come 
vnto  a  water,  and  f^?'e  left  me  in  a  side  of  the  water,  and  bare  ouer 
my  yong  brothir ;  and  or  my  fader  myght  come  to  me  ayene,  to  here 
me  ouer,  ther*  come  a  here,  and  bore  me  to  wode ;  and  f e  people  fat 
saw  him,  made  grete  cry,  and  for  fere  the  here  let  me  falle,  and  so 
with  thelke  people  I  duellid  x.  yere,  and  thei''  I  was  ynorisshed'." 
When  fe  modir  herd'  thes  wordis,  she  seid,  ^'withonte  doute  thes 
ben)  my  Sonys ;  "  and  ran  to  hem  anon,  and  fil  vpon)  her  nekkes,  and 
wepte  sore  for  ioy,  &  seid,  "  A  !  dere  sonys,  I  am  yoMr  modir,  fat 
j07ir  fader  left  with  f e  maister  of  the  Ship^je ;  and  I  know  wele  by 
youi*  wordis  and  signes  fat  ye  beth  true  brethern).  But  how  it  is 
with  joiir  Fader,  fat  I  know  not,  but  god,  fat  aH  seth,  yeve  me 
grace  to  fynd  my  husbond'."  And  alle  that  nyght  f  es  thre  were  in 
gladnes.  On  f  e  morow  f  e  modir  rose  vp,  and  f  e  childryn),  scil  f  e 
knyglite6%  folowid ;  and  as  thei  yede,  the  maister  of  f e  Oste  mette 
with  hem  in  fe  strete,  and  f ough  he  were  her  fader,  he  knew  hem 
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not,  but  as  fei  had  manli  fouglit  fe  day  afore ;  and  ferfor  he  salued' 
hem  honurably,  and  askid  of*  hem,  what  feu"*  lady  fat  was,  Jsat  come 
with  hem  1  Anoii)  as  ])is  lady  her(J  his  voys,  and  perceyued  a  cer- 
teyri)  signe  in  his  frount,  she  knew  fully  Jie?-by  that  it  was  her  hus- 
bond?  j  and  |jerfore  she  ran)  to  him,  and  clypt  him,  and  kyst  hi?7i,  and 
for  ioy  fille  douh)  to  the  erth,  as  she  had  be  ded'.  So  aftir  fis  passion), 
she  was  reisecJ  vp ;  and  then  the  maister  seid  to  her,  "  Telle  me,  feix" 
woman),  whi  pou  clippest  me,  and  kyssist  me  so  ? "  She  seid,  *'  I  am 
thi  wif*,  that  Jjou  leftist  wz't/i  jje  maister  of  the  Ship ;  and  thes  two 
knyghtes  bene  jour  Sonys.  loke  wele  on  my  front,  and  see."  Then 
the  knyght  byheld?  her  wele,  Wi't/i  a  good  avisement,  and  knew  wele 
by  diue?'se  tokyns  fat  she  was  his  wif* ;  and  anon  kyst  her,  and  the 
Sonys  eke;  and  blessid'  hiely  god,  fat  so  had  visitecE  hem.  Tho 
went  he  ayen)  to  his  lond,  with  his  wif*,  and  Vfiih  his  children),  and 
endid  faire  his  lif*. 

MOBALITB. 

DEre  frendis,  this  Emperour*  is  oiu''  lord  Ihesu  Crist,  the  which 
callith  vs  to  the  turnement  of  penau?ice,  wherthurugh  we  mow 
come  to  eue?iastyng  ioy.  The  knyghte^^  two  sonys  and  his  wif*  is 
eche  good  Cristen)  man) ;  f  e  which  owith  to  redy  hi?/i  toward'  f  e  wey 
of  heuen  by  praiers,  fastyng,  &  ahnysdede,  to  take  with  him  his  wif*, 
sell,  his  flessh,  fat  it  obey  vnto  fe  goost  in  aH:  finges.  the  two 
childiyn)  bethe  reson)  and  wille ;  if*  f  e  which  two  accorde  '  wele  to- 
gider,  thei  mow  sekirly  come  to  the  t!«'[ne]ment  of  penau?ice.  the 
brid,  fat  singeth  so  swetly,  is  f e  holy  gost,  f e  which  is  euer  j^uttyng 
grace  in  to  vs,  if*  we  wol  aske  hit,  as  the  gospeU  makith  mencion) 
th\is.  Petite,  ^  accijnetis,  fat  is  to  sey,  askitfi,  and  havith ;  Pulsate, 
^  aperietur  vohis,  that  is  to  sey,  knokkith,  and  hit  shalbe  openyd 
to  you.  K'eue^'theles  it  behouyth  fat  ioy  of  yongith  be  t^rnyd  to 
sorowe  of  penau?ice,  and  alle  our'  vices  be  brend  vp  with  f  e  fire  of 
f  0  love  of  god.  So  f  rtt  we  love  ^  god  ouer  aH:  thinge^,  &  set  aH 
erthely  thinges  atte  nought.  The  Ship  in  which  vs  OAve  to  entre  is 
penauMce,  and  fe?'fore  seith  lerom,  Secunda  tahula  %)Ost  naiifragiuYo. 
est  penitencia,  &c.  exjwniiMx  siqjra.     And  fcj'fore  we  se  wele  by  ex- 
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pmence,  fat  if  any  man  must  nedis  passe  the  See  to  pe  holy  lond,  in 
fulfilling  of  vowys,  and  behotith  fat  he  made,  f erfore  fen  if*  hit 
happe,  fat  there  be  in  f e  water  two  Shippis,  of  f e  which  oon  is 
ychargid,  and  fat  othir  is  vnchargid.     JSTow  to  GUI'"  purpos.     Jpere 
bene  two  Shippis,  scii.  baptym  &  penau?ice ;  baptym  is  charged',  for 
hit  is  oure  first  sacrement,  and  be  fat  we  ben)  ysavicP,  and  ft^rfore 
fat  is  passid,  and  may  not  be  take  ayen) ;  and  f erfore  nedefully  we 
must  take  the  Ship  of  -penamice,  as  did  the  knyght,  with  his  wif*  & 
his  childre.    but  f e  knyght  left  his  wif  with  f  e  maister  of*  the  shipj;e, 
for  he  myght  not  pay ;  So  do  f  ou  leve  thi  flessh  Vfith  a  discrete  con- 
fessour",  that  is  to  sey,  flesshly  affeccions ;   &  take  with  the  two 
sonys,  as  reson)  and  witt ;  reson)  to  gouerne  thi  lif,  &  wil  to  do  fat  is 
plesaunt  to  god.     for  fere  is  nothing  better  fan)  that  fat  is  yoven)  to 
god  with  a  good  wiH,  in  so  moche  fat  in  certein  places  &  tymes  wiH 
is  take  as  for  dede  with  god.     And  so  vs  must  passe  ouer  the  worldly 
water ;  But  many  doth  of te  tyme  as  did  f e  knyght,  fat  left  oon  of" 
his  children)  vpon)  f e  lond ;  So  fat  what  tyme  reason)  is  depressiJ, 
then)  comyth  fe  lyon),  scil.  fe  deviH,  &  gostly  ravissheth  a  maii). 
Neuertheles  then  f e  hurde,  scil.  a  prechoui^,  comyth  often)  tyme,  in 
so  moche  fat  f  e  deviH  lettith  a  man)  to  falle  from  his  power,  and 
fen  he  is  norisshed?  of  holy  chirche  in  good  werke6\     IS^ow  he  wolle 
seche  the  othir,  scil.  wiH,  by  f  e  which  he  shuld  please  god,  but  the 
here,  scil.  f e  werke^,  ravissheth  fe  wiH,  in  so  moche  fat  he  hath  no 
wiH  to  fulfille  no  meritory  werke6\     But  yit  ofte  tyme  prelates,  pre- 
chours,  and  doctowrs  ravisshith  by  holy  Scripture  such  a  wiH,  and 
makith  hit  to  be  norisshed  by  doctrine  of  god,  vnto  fe  tyme  fat  a 
man  know  what  &  how  moche  he  hathe  trespassid  vnto  god.     Then 
aftirward  the  knyght  is  ymade  maister  of  the  Oste,  &  wan  f  e  victory 
in  Ijatails.     In  f e  same  maner,  when  a  man)  ouercomyth  fe  deviH, 
then  he  is  maister  of*  him  self*,  ^yn  gouernyng  of  his  owne  soule, 
puttyng  awey  vices,  &  plantyng  vertuys.     Aftir  al  this,  the  knyght  ^ 
fyndithe  a  ston,  I-eolowrid  with  three  diuerse  colowres,  so  he,  aftir 
that  he  hathe  ouercome  his  enmyes  by  penaunce,  he  findithe  a  stone 
scil.  Christum,^  Crist,  fat  seithe.  Ego  sum  lajyis,  &c.  fis  is  to  sey,  I 
am  a  stone,  the  whiche  is  colowrid  wiHi  iij.  folde  coloures,  scil.  with 
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niyte  of  pe  fadir  wisdoin)  of  fe  sonne,  &  meknesse  of  tlie  holy 
goste.  And'  he  Ipat  shal  have  pis  stone,  shal  have  eue?iastyng  lyf ; 
and'  so  owr*  hevines  pat  we  have  heer'  shalle  tourne  into  loye,  and'  so 
■we  shalle  niowe  come  \fith  oure  wyf,  sell,  onre  flesche,  &  oure 
sonys,  scil  Eesoh)  &  AviH,  [to]  have  ay  lastyng*  lyf,  aftir  owre  dessece. 
Ad  quava  nos  &c. 

[  XXV.  ] 
PLEBEIUS  THE  miTEROVBE. 

(how  THREE  KNIGHTS  WERE  MURDERED,  AND  HOW  THE  MURDERS 

WERE  FOUND  OUT.) 

PLebeius  was  Emperonre  Eegning  in  the  cete  of  Eome ;  pe  whiche 
ordeynid'  for  a  lawe,  that  wacchemen  shulde  eche  nyght  go 
ahoute  pe  cete,  &  visite  eche  house,  pat  ]>ere  was  no  misgouernayle  pere 
in,  wher  hy  pe  cite  myght  peril  or  harm),  &  pat  pere  were  no  man- 
slanter,  ne  sodeyne  deth  in  Eny  house.  So  in  a  tyme  pe?-e  was  an 
olde  knygfit,  named'  Josias,  pe  wliiche  had'  to  wyf  a  freshe  yonge 
wenche ;  and'  this  yonge  woman)  vsid'  to  syng  so  swetly,  that  mony 
men)  drow  for  hir  love  to  hir  house,  and?  speke  to  hir  for  a  maner 
love  pat  is  forbode.  AncB  this  Emperoure  had'  in  his  hous  iij.  yonge 
knyghtes,  scil.  that  is  to  seye,  Pirellus,  pat  was  stiward' ;  Oliuerus, 
pe  whiche  vsid'  to  wynne  victory  in  bataile  in  eue?y  place ;  and  the 
thirde  was  named'  [Lemicius.  The  firste]  knyght,  scil.  pirellus, 
yede  p?'ively  vnto  the  forsaide  woman),  pe  olde  knyghtes  Avyf,  and' 
proferid?  hir  many  yiftis,  yf  so  were  pat  she  wolde  assente  to  his 
desire.  "  what  wolt  pou  yeve  to  me  ? "  quocf  she,  "  yf  I  fulfillc  thi 
wille  1 "  "  XX.  marke,"  quocf  he.  "  Then  I  graunte,"  quod'  she ; 
"  but  telle  me  what  tyme  &  what  oure  pou  wolte  come  -with  pi  money, 
&  I  shalle  in  the  mene  tyme  avise  me  yf  I  wolle  fulfille  thi  wille ;  I 
shalle  yeve  the  aunswere  or  longe  tyme  be."  Afftir  pat  come  Oliuerus 
to  hir  &  spake  to  hir  for  the  same  mater,  but  he  wist  not  that  his 
felow  had'  be  pere  afore,  pen  she  saide  to  him,  "  ])on  shalt  Come,  & 
do  thi  wille."  when  Oliuerus  had'  this  aunswere,  he  was  glad',  &  he 
yede  his  weye.  An(J  poo  come  the  thirde  knyght,  ande  spake  to 
hir  of  the  same  mate?*,  but  he  wist  not  that  his  Felawes  had?  ben 
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tter  afore.     Ami  tho  he  saide  to  liir,  "  what  shalle  I  yeve  to  the, 
In  coraducion)  ^  fat  I  shalle  do  my  wiUe  withe  the  1 "   "  j)on  shalt  yeve 
me  XX.  marke,"  quod'  she,  "  an  then  I  shall  tel  the  when  and'  in 
what  houre,  fat  thow  shalt  come  &  ligge  withe  me."     "  I  assente," 
saide  he,  &  yede  home  to  the  place.     And'  sone  aftir  fe  malicious 
womaii)  yede,  and  discouerecJ  to  hir  husbonde  fe  counsaiH  of  alle 
thre  knyghtes.     "  And  ferefore,  sir,"  she  said,  "  I  pray  fe,  sir,  yef 
me  counsaiH,  how  that  I  may  have  alle  hir  yifte^,  and  save  my 
selve  fro  synfiH  werke."     )?en  spake  hir  husbonde,   "))owe  shalt," 
quod  he,  "  sey  to  the  fyrst  knyght,  pat  he  brynge  his  mony  at  myd- 
nyte ;   and  to  the  secounde,  fat  he  bring  his  money  at  f e  thirde 
cokkis  crow ;  IF  and  to  the  thirde  knyght,  fat  he  bryng  his  mony  in 
the  morowe.     IT  And  I  Shalle  steke  the  dore  aftir  he???,  &  sle  hem, 
when  thei  buthe  entred;   and  so  Ave  shaH  have  fe  mony,  &  fou 
shalt  be  vnfilid."     The??ne  aftirward  she  saide  to  the  iij.  knightes, 
as  ye  haue  hurd,  &  fat  they  shidd  come  yn)  the  nyght  folowyng,  & 
thei  shulde  have  hir  wille.     So  the  firste  knyght  come  at  mydnyght, 
and  knokked  at  the  dore,  trowing  that  hir  husbonde  were  absent, 
she  come,  and  askid  the  cawse  of  his  cnokkyng.     '*  A  ! "  quod  he, 
''  I  am  Pirel,  the  knyght."     "  A  !  be  stille,"  quod  she,  "  hast  thow 
browte  f  i  money  ] "     "  yee,"  quod  he.     "  Entir  then,"  quod  sche  ; 
openid  f  e  dor',  &  he  enterid  in  derknesse.     the  Olde  knyght  stekid 
the  doi''  aftir  \mn,  &  yede,  &  slow  this  knyght,  an  spoyled  him 
bothe  of   monye  &  of   clothis,  &   drowe  his  body  into   a   prevy 
caumbre.      Aftir  this,  at  fe  iij.  cockis  croweyng,  come  fe  Second 
knyght,  vrith  his  money ;  &  as  it  was  I-don)  wit/i  f  e  first,  so  was  it 
don)  -with  the  secounde;  &  his  body  was  drawe  into  a  chaumbi-*. 
In  the  morow  come  the  thirde,  and  knew  nothing  of  the  chaunce 
of  his  feloAves ;  &  when)  he  was  comyn)  in,  hir  husbonde  smote  him 
on)  the  hede,  &  he  fel  downe  dede,  and  his  body  was  drawe  into  f  e 
same  chaumbre.     Then  spake  sche  to  hir  husbonde,  &  seide,  "  sir, 
we  have  I-do  a  pej-ilowse  dede ;  f  es  knyghtes  shul  sone  be  sought,  & 
yf  thei  be  not  I-founde,  fe?-e  woUe  be  serche  made  for  hem  fro  hous 
to  hous,  &  yf  they  be  founde  w?t7?  vs,  we  shuUe  have  a  foule  dethe ; 
&  f  erefor',  sir,  it  is  goode  that  we  werke  wysely."     "  Say  thi  best 
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counsaiH,"  quod?  lie.     tlien  saide  she,  "  }?ow  knowest  wel,  fat  f era 
is  a  lawe  I-made,  ])at  -wacchemen)  shulle  goo  aljoute  in  tyme  of  jse 
nyght,  &  viaite  ^  Eche  house  ;  and?  on)  of  the  wacchemen  is  my  brojjere ; 
&  when  he  comythe  by  the  strete,  I  shal  make  him  Entre  prmely,  & 
telle  him.  of  this  dede,  &  so  I  truste  that  he  wolle  deliucr  vs."    theu) 
saide  he,  "  this  is  a  gode  counsaille,  yf  jjcu  do  as  Jjou  saist."     So  in 
tyme  of  the  nyght,  when  waccheme?i  come  blowyng  hir  homes,  Jjis 
yonge  woman)  heryng*  the  home  of  hir  hvolpere,  come  to  hhn,  &  saide, 
"  Gode  hro])er  and  frende,  come  to  my  hovse,  for  I  have   fere  a 
certen)  previte  to  shew  to  the."     he  come  in,  &  she  saide  to  him, 
"  take  now  goode  hede,  my  swet  broker,  of  that  I  shalle  sey  to  the, 
&  helpe  to  socoiir  me  in  this  gret  nede,  for  fere  fel  a  cas  fe  last 
nyght.    A  knyght  come  to  my  hovse,  &  spake  vnEuly  wordes  to  my 
husbonde,  &  so  myn)  husbond'  kyllicJ  him,  and?  his  body  is  hid'  in  a 
chaumbr' ;  &  yf  oure  house  were  I-serchid',  &  fe  body  wer"  I-founde, 
we  myght  have  a  foule  dethe ;  and'  f e?'efore,  der*  brofe?-e,  as  thow 
lovist  me  &  my  lyf,  Eemeve  him  in  to  som  of  ere  place,  pat  he  be  not 
I-founde  fere,  &  f ou  shalt  have  goode  mede."     "  A  !  suster,"  quoc? 
he,  "  I  wolle  not  fayle  f  e,  in  lyf  ne  in  dethe  ;  and  f erefore  take  me 
his  body  in  a  sakke,  &  I  shall  cast  it  into  the  see."     She  toke  him 
f  0  the  body  of  the  firste  knyght,  &  she  wolde  be-knowe  of  no  mo. 
&  [he]  toke  [it]  than,  &  Eanne  to  the  myddis  of  the  cite,  &  fere  was 
an  arme  of  the  see,  &  fere  he  caste  it  in.     &  when  f is  was  done,  he 
Ean  a-yene  to  the  house  of  his  suster,  and  bacJ  hir  to  yeve  him  drinke, 
for  he  had  deliuered  hir  of  the  knyght,  in  grete  loye  to  hir.     she 
yede  to  draw  wyne  in  to  the  chaumbr',  Avher  as  fe  of  er  twoo  bodijs 
lay ;   &  f  e?ine  she  cride  -with  an)  hie  voys,  and  saide,  "  0  brof  er 
myn),  helpe  me  now  !     \)e  knyght,  fat  f ou  castiste  in  to  the  water, 
is  her"  a-yene."     he  trowid  hir  wordes,  &  entirid  w/t/i  hir  into  the 
chaumbre,  &  saide,  "  how  is  this  1    I  caste  him  into  f  e  see,  &  now 
he  is  her*  a-yene  !  take  hi??i  me,  &  I  shaH  ordeyne  Eor  him  in  an 
othir  maner."     then  sche  toke  him  f  e  body  of  the  secounde  knyght ; 
&  he  trowid  that  it  had  be  the  first,  and  he  tide  a  grete  stone 
abovte  his  necke,  &  so  he  caste  him  into  the  water.     And  f  oo  he 
come  a-yene  to  hir  house,  and  tolde  how  he  had  I-doone.      Sche 

'  leaf  165,  back,  col.  1. 
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rose  vp  to  fecclie  drink ;  an(J  as  slie  was  in  J»e  caiim'bi'',  slie  cride  as 
she  did^  afore,  and'  saide,  "  Out !  bro])er,  out !  for  he  is  I-conie 
ayene."  when  he  harde  that,  he  mervaylid'  strongly,  Trowing  euer 
that  it  had'  ben)  the  first  knyght.  Jjen)  ^in  angir  he  toke  him,  & 
put  him  in  a  Sakke,  &  saide,  "  I  caste  the  firste  in  the  see,  &  sithen 
I  fonde  fie  hei''  ayene ;  aftir  that  I  put  a  gret  stone  aboute  thi  necke, 
&  yit  Jjou  Eise ;  I  triste  now  I  shalle  pley  sikir  witJi  the."  he  yede 
with  the  knyght  in  to  a  foreste ;  and  pere  he  made  a  grete  fire,  and' 
caste  J)e  knyght  J>ere  in.  And'  as  this  waccheman)  yede  from  him, 
he  purposid'  to  sitte  down,  &  esid'  him  sehie.  &  ])e)-e  come  a  knyght 
Eidinge  bi  fe  same  wey,  be-cause  that  jjere  was  made  a  crye  of 
Tornement,  for  the  wliiche  crye  many  knyghtes  come  thidir  to  the 
cite,  when  this  knyght  fat  was  accolded', — &  hit  was  grete  froste, — 
&  he  saw  ])e  fyre,  he  descendid'  of  his  horse,  &  yede  to  fe  fyre,  & 
warmid'  him.  Ande  as  he  stode  so,  the  forsaid'  waccheman)  come  to 
him,  and'  askid'  what  he  did'  there,  &  what  he  was.  &  he  saide,  "  I 
am  a  knyght."  "  iN'ay,"  quod'  he,  "  thow  art  a  devil ;  firste  I  caste 
f)e  in  the  see,  and'  that  oTpere  tyme  I  caste  ]fie  oh)  Ipe  water  in  a  sakke, 
and'  the  thirde  tyme  I  caste  the  in  ]>e  fyi^,  and  yit  I  Fynde  the  hei' 
^Yitk  thin  horse  ! "  he  toke  the  knyght,  &  the  hors,  &  caste  hem 
bojie  in  the  fere ;  &  yede  home,  &  tolde  his  suster,  and'  she  yaf  him 
goode  salarye,  &  he  went  his  wey.  In  the  morow  \>es  knyghtes  weer" 
I-sought  fro  house  to  house,  &  non  was  I-founden,  &  ferefor  was 
made  grete  lamentacion).  Aftir  hit  happid',  fat  Jiis  olde  knyght,  fat 
slowe  the  knyghtes,  fel  at  stryf  -with  his  wyf,  in  so  muche  fat  he 
wolde  have  smetin)  hu* ;  and  when)  she  sawe  fat,  she  cride  witJi  an 
hihe  voyse,  "A!"  quod'  she,  "wolt  fou  slee  me,  as  fou  didest  the 
iij.  knyghtes  1  nay,  fou  shalt  lye."  j)e  peple,  fat  was  fere  present, 
marvayled'  fere  of,  and'  tolde  it  to  the  Emperoure;  &  bof  wer" 
I-taken,  sell  the  knyght  &  his  wyf,  and'  thei  were  compellid'  to  sey 
the  sothe,  from  f e  begynnyng  to  the  endyng  afore  the  Emperoure,  & 
to  telle  how  thei  kyllid'  fe  iij.  knyghtes;  and  so  at  the  last  fei  had' 
a  foule  defce. 

'  leaf  165,  back,  col.  2, 
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MORALITB. 

Dere  frendes,  J>is  Emperoiire  is  oure  lorde  Ihesn  Crist,  fe  whiche 
ordeynid'  for  a  law,  fat  wacclimen),  scil.  prelates  &  confessoures,  owe 
to  go  aboute  jje  cite  of  cure  herte,  puttyng  awey  vices,  ancJ  plontyng 
vertus.  ])e  olde  knyglit  is  this  worlde,  the  whiche  hath  weddi(J  a 
wyf,  soil.  Jje  deville;  and'  wel  may  the  worlde  be  I-caUid'  Jje  wyf 
of  fe  devU,  for  it  is  I-sette  al  in  wikednesse.  Now  ^pe  wyf,  scil.  fis 
worlde,  siiigijje  so  swetly,  fat  fe  iij.  knyghtes  comithe  to  hit.  by 
pes  iij.  knyghtes  we  vndirstonde  fre  kyndes  of  men),  scil.  men  fat 
were  afore  fe  advent  of  Criste ;  some  in  tyme  of  Crist ;  &  some  aftir 
Criste;  For  in  euery  state  of  fes  iij.  many  ben  deceyvid'  by  fe 
worlde,  &  kyllid'  by  the  devil,  and!  spoylid'  of  all  hir  goodes, 
spmYuely  for  to  speken.  What  is  fe?*efore  to  be  do  in  fis  cas? 
Certeynely,  fat  a  waccheman,  scil.  a  prelate  or  a  confessoure,  putte 
hem  in  the  sakke  of  penaunce,  to  confession) ;  &  first  late  him  be 
caste  into  the  "wate?"  of  conti'icion) ;  aftir  late  be  put  aboute  his  neck© 
a  grete  stone,  sciJ.  fe  yoke  of  penaunce,  to  co?ifessioun);2  and'  aftir 
late  him  be  caste  in  to  the  fyr*  of  f e  love  of  god',  scil.  that  he  love 
go(J  above  al  thinges,  -with  al  his  herte,  &  with  al  his  soule.  J5e 
knyght,  fat  Eidethe  to  the  turnament,  is  a  man  Eedy  to  gete  &  to 
fonge  vanytes  of  the  worlde,  &  for  to  walke  in  peryll  of  synne ;  and' 
siche  a  man)  most  discende  fro  his  hors  of  pryde,  and'  not  Only  to 
stonde  be-syde  the  fyre  of  the  love  of  god',  but  to  be  cast  fe?-e  in, 
scil.  fat  he  sette  fully  his  hope  in  god',  and'  not  be  dul  in  the  feithe, 
ne  waiiere  in  the  comavndementes  of  god'.  &  yf  he  do  thus,  he 
shalle  have  a  goode  mode,  scil.  a  good  Sentence  in  the  day  of  dome, 
when  he  shalle  here  that  shal  be  saide  to  him,  Veuite,  be7ieclicH 
Patris  met,  pQxcijpite  regniim  quod  vobis  paratum  est  db  origine 
mundi,  This  is  to  sey,  Comythe  ye  blessid'  chdderin  of  my  fadre, 
takithe  the  kyngdom)^  fat  was  ordeynid'  for  yow  fro  the  begynnynga 
of  f  e  worlde.     Ad  qnod  &c. 

'  leaf  1G6,  col.  1. 
'  In  the  MS.  hy  negligence  of  the  sci-ibe,  two  lines  are  here  repeated. 
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[  XXVI.  ] 
CESAE  THE  EMP^iJOUEE. 

(how    a   greyhound    saved    a    CHILD    FROM   A   SERPENT.) 

Cesar  the  Einperoure  was  a  wyse  man)  Eeigninge  in  the  cete  of 
Eoome ;  In  whos  Empire  was  a  kuyght,  namecE  folliculus,  fe  whiclie 
knight  louid'  ouer  al  thLiiges  in  the  worlds  lusting  and'  tornement. 
&  this  knyght  had'  a  htle  hahe  to  son),  ancB  no  mo  child erin ;  &  he 
ordeynid'  for  fostering  &  noreshing  of  this  childe  iij.  norisis,  scil.  on) 
to  wasshe  his  clothis,  ano|)ere  to  fade  or  to  pasture  him  w/t/i  pappe, 
&  Ipe  Jjirde  to  hringe  him  on)  slepe  ^w/t/i  songes  &  Eockynges.  Also 
this  knyght^  lovid'  passantly  fe  grehounde,  yvith  the  faucon),  hy- 
cause  J»at  J)ei  neue?*  faylid  of  theire  pray  comunly.  Hit  happid',  Ipat 
this  knyght  made  a  tornement  to  he  proclaymid'  to  don),  in  a  greene 
place  ny  to  his  castel ;  &  many  come  ther  to.  "when  Jie  day  come, 
the  knyght  armid'  hhn,  an(J  yede  forthe ;  Jie  lady,  &  al  his  mejnie, 
and'  the  norisse  yede  forthe  also,  &  lefte  J>e  cliilde  in  the  cradille ; 
J)e  grehounde  lay  hy  a  w^alle,  and  pe  favcon)  sat  on)  a  perche.  j)ere 
was  in  a  certein)  hole  of  the  same  castell  a  serpent  I-hred'  &  hroute 
forthe,  &  had'  he  fere  longe  tyme ;  and'  when  this  serpent  harde  so 
grete  a  noyseof  peple  goyng  oute  toward'  the  tornement,  she  put  oute 
hir  hede  at  an  hole,  &  sawe  the  chylde  hy  hiH^  selve.  she  come 
oute,  for  to  sle  the  chUde ;  and'  when  the  faucon)  sawe  that,  she 
made  gret  noyse  with  hir  wmges,  and'  Jiere  Vfith  awoke  ]>e  grehounde 
fro  slepe,  fiat  the  grehounde  myght  go  &  defende  fe  childe.  Then 
the  grehounde  awakid',  by  stirynge  of  the  faucones  wjTigei-,  &  shoke 
him  selve,  &  he-helde  Jje  serpent,  and'  Ehan  fersly  to  hir;  &  pe 
serpent  was  on)  the  on)  side  of  the  cradiil,  &  the  grehounde  on)  the 
o])erG,  for  to  defende  the  childe  in  fe  cradeH.  &  fei  foute  sore  to- 
geder,  &  fe  serpent  boot  fe  grehonde  grevously,  jiat  he  bled'  stronge ; 
and  the  grehounde  Ean)  w^oodl}'^  to  fe  addr*,  &  slowhe  hir ;  &  so  with 
hir  fiting  ]>&  cradil  ouertornid' ;  but  the  cradiH  had  iiij.  feet,  that 
kepte  the  childes  fase  fro  the  grounde.  &  when  the  Grehounde  hacP 
I-slawe  fe  Sfi?'pent,  he  yede  to  his  kenell,  hiside  the  walle,  and  likkid 
his  wounde.     And'  by  that  tyme  the  tornement  was  cessid'  &  dooii) 

'  leaf  16G,  col.  2.  "■'  kynght,  MS. 
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The  norisshis  come  home ;  &  "when  ])ei  sawe  the  cradiH  I-tornid? 
vpsodoune  &  ]>e  floi''  blody,  &  }>e  grehound'  blody,  also  thei  trowed' 
fat  the  grehounde  had'  slayue  fe  childe ;  &  ferefor  wi'tAoute 
tareynge,  or  thei  wolde  goo  to  the  chylde,  thei '  soide,  "  Go  we,  flo 
awey,  or  we  be  dede  ! "  And'  as  thei  yede,  fe  lady  met  with  hem, 
as  she  come  fro  the  play ;  &  she  askid  of  hem  whi  thei  fledde  1  Ss 
fei  saide,  "  wo  is  to  yow  &  to  vs,  for  Jje  grehound,  fiat  ye  love  so 
welle,  haj)e  slayne  your  sone,  &  lithe  by  the  waH:  al  blody  ! "  The 
lady  fel  downe  on)  a  swoune,  and'  saide,  "Alas  !  is  my  sonne  dedel" 
AncH  as  she  cried',  Jie  knyght  come  fro  the  tornement,  and'  askid'  the 
cause  of  hir  criinge.  '^jjenne  sche  saide,  "  Wo  is  to  yow  &  to  me,  for 
your"  grehounde  hathe  slayne  youre  sone  ! "  then  fe  knight  was 
halfe  woode  for  wo ;  he  Enterid'  into  the  halle ;  ancJ  [when]  the 
grehounde  sawe  his  lorde  come,  he  aros,  and  as  he  myght,  he  made 
loye  -witJi  his  lorde,  as  he  was  Avont  to  do.  But  the  knyght  anon)  in 
his  woodnesse,  trowing  the  wordes  of  his  wyf,  drowe  oute  liis  swerde, 
and'  smote  of  his  grehoundis  hede ;  and  Jjo  he  yode  to  the  cradiH,  & 
turnid'  hit  vp  vfith  his  honde,  &  saw  his  childe  Safe  &  sounde,  ancP 
biside  the  cradell  lay  the  sarpent  dede ;  &  by  that  he  vndirstode, 
pat  the  grehounde  had'  slayn)  the  serpent,  for  defens  of  the  childe. 
AncB  then)  he  cride  with  an)  hihe  voj^se,  "  Alias  !  alias !  for  at  the 
wordes  of  my  wyf  I  have  slayne  my  gentU  grehounde,  pat  failid' 
neuer  of  his  pray,  and'  also  savid  the  lyf  of  my  childe ;  perefore  I 
wolle  take  penaunce."  he  brake  his  sper*  in  thre  partijs,  &  put  his 
wyf  in  preson),  and  yede  him  selfe  to  the  holy  londe ;  &  jiere  he 
livid'  al  his  lyfe,  &  his  son)  helde  his  eritage ;  &  so  he  made  a  fayre 
ende  with  the  worlde. 

MORALITEE. 

Dere  frendes,  pis  Emperoui"'  is  the  fadir  of  hevin) ;  the  knight 
in  pe  Empyi''  is  eche  worldly  man)  pat^  lovithe  tornementes  &  lust- 
inge^,  scil.  vanitees  of  the  worlde.  )?e  childe  in  pe  cradU  is  a  childe 
wasshe  in  baptisme ;  pe  cradil  hathe  iiij.  feet,  pat  the  visage  myght 
not  touche  the  erpe ;  so  pe  contryte  hert  most  have  iiij.  fete,  that  is 
to  sey,  iiij.  cardiuales  veHutes,  pat  hit  tovche  not  erthely  thinges, 

'  the,  MS.  ''  leaf  166,  back,  col.  1.         '  f-at  the  worlde  J^at,  MS. 
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ne  do  no  thing  but  that  shulde  be  plesynge  to  god'.  Jje  Firste  norise, 
that  is  sette '  to  wasshe  ])e  childe,  is  co?itricion),  the  whiche  wasshithe 
awey  synne  of  man);  &  ferefoi''  seithe  Ambroi>"e,  Lacrime  lavant 
delictum  Quod  pudor  est  Confiteri,  %  This  is  to  scy,  teris  wasshitlie 
synne  that  is  shame  to  be  shewid'.^  the  secounde  noryse  is  confes- 
sioun),  the  whiche  fedithe  a  man  in  goode  werkes ;  for  as  the  body 
liuithe  be  kyndly  mete,  Right  so  dothe  the  sovle  by  gostly  mete. 
Jpe  jjirde  norise,  \>ai  Eockithe  the  chikle  to  slepe,  is  verey  satisfaccion) 
for  synnis,  ^\q  whiche  makithe  a  man)  to  Eeste  in  euerlasting  loye. 
The  knyght  yede  to  the  tornement,  s,cil.  as  ofte  as  a  man  gofe  to  the 
lolytees  of  worldlye  speculacions,  &  hathe  delectacion)  in  hem,  in  \at 
fat  he  is  I-ocupied  aboute  Jje  workle,  &  in  vnlefuH  desiris.  Now  fe 
childe,  sci7.  pe  soule,  is  lefte  by  hit  selfe  wz'tZioute  helpe ;  for  as  fe 
A-postel  seijje,  Non  potestis  deo  seruire  ^  mammone,  Jiis  is  to  seyne, 
ye  mow  not  bothe  serve  god'  and'  the  devil,  or  to  the  worlde  or  to 
the  fieshe.  ])e  serpente  in  the  hole  is  J)e  devil,  J)e  whiche  euer  more 
gojje  abovte  to  seche  whom  he  maye  devoure,  scz7.  to  sle  a  soiile  by 
dedely  synne.  J^e  Faucou)  seynge  this,  makethe  a  flakeryng  wft/i  his 
wynges, — what  is  that?  this  faticon)  is  J)i  consiens,  that  hathe  twoo 
wynges,  to  stire  Jie  grehounde  of  Eeste ;  oo  wynge  is  hope  to  have 
euerlasting  loye,  )j«t  othir  *  wynge  is^  drede  of  eue?'lastinge  payne ;  & 
fen)  fe  faucou),  &cil.  co?iSciens,  makithe  soun,^  as  ofte  as  he  grucchitlie 
ayens  dedely  synne ;  &  Jierefore  fe  apostle  seithe,  Omne  quod  fit 
contra  conscienciam,  Edificat  ad  Jehennam,  IT  vt  supra.  And'  when 
the  grehounde,  sci7.  Eeson),  is  styric?  fro  slepe  of  synne  jjen)  he  fitithe 
wit/i  fie  serpent,  in  that  fat  it  stirithe  a  man  to  goode.  The  serpent, 
seil.  fe  devil,  woundife  the  grehounde,  sa7.  Eesoun),  as  ofte  as  he 
bryngithe  a  man)  to  live  wilfully,  &  not  by  Eesoun) ;  &  so  is  f e  blode 
sperkelid'  aboute  the  cradil,  when  fat  f e  vertus,  f e  whiche  thow  toke 
in  baptisme,  be  dep?'essid'  &  destroyed'  by  the  deviH ;  &  so  f  e  cradil 
of  thin  herte  is  tornid'  vpsodowne,  scil.  to  the  erthe.  Neuerf  eles  for 
fe  foure  fete,  scz7.  fe  iiij.  cardinal  vertues,  whiche  a  man  Eecevithe  of 
gocf ,  a  soule  dieth  ^  not,  sc^7.  is  not  dampnid?,  as  longe  as  she  dwellithe 
in  the  body ;  &  f  erefore  seithe  oure  saveoure,  ^  Noli  mortem  Peccato  is, 

'  to  Bette,  MS.  ^  slievide,  MS.  ^  leaf  166,  back,  col.  2. 
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set  vt  magis  convertatur  et^  viuat,  This  is  to  seye,  I  wol  not  the  dethe 
of  a  syniier,  but  that  he  be  conuertidi,  &  live.  The  norisshes  seej)  & 
fleefe,  sci7.  contricion),  confessioh),  &  satisfaccion),  sci7.  when  a  man) 
lithe  in  synne,  an($  wol  not  be  conuertid'  to  god'.  }?e  grehounde 
sleefe  fe  serpent  as  ofte  as  Resoune  ouercomithe  the  devil,  &  con- 
vertithe  a  man  to  gocJ.  The  lady  cryde,  &  fel  to  grounde,  fat  is 
when  a  Avrecchid'  soule  tornij^e  ^  to  Erjjely  thinges,  &  delicates  of  fe 
worlde;  &  fen)  it  criethe  so  hie,  fat  the  knyght,  Bcil.  fe  man, 
drawife^  oute  fe  swerde  of  a  frowarde  wille,  as  ofte  as  he  folowithe 
deliciousnes  of  the  fieshe ;  and  then  he  sleefe  Eeson),  fat  sauid?  fe 
soule  ayenste  fe  serpent,  scil.  fe  devil.  And  ferefore,  man),  yf  thow 
hast  don)  by  instigacion)  of  f  e  fleshe,  do  as  did  the  knyght ;  turne  vp 
fe  cradil  of  thin  herte  by  meritory  werkes,  &  fen)  f ow  shalt  fynde 
fi  soule  saf,  &  breke  fi  sper*.  scil.  fi  lyf,  in  iij.  partiis,  sci7.  in 
prayng,  fastinge,  and'  almes ;  &  fen)  go  to  the  hooly  londe,  sc^7.  fat 
is  to  sey,  f  e  kyngdom)  of  hevyn),  &c. 

[  XXVII.  ] 
LAMPADIUS  A  WISE  m,lVEROUR. 

(of  a  knight  who  saved  his  life  by  stating  three 
incontrovertible  facts.     barl.  ms.  7333.) 

Lanipadius  Eeigned'  a  wyse  Emptiroure  in  f  e  cite  of  Rome,  and' 
amonge  al  of  e?'e  thinges  he  was  mersyfulle ;  and  for  grete  mercy  he 
ordeynid  for  a  lawe,  fat  yf  ther  wer*  eny  trespassoure  ytake,  & 
browte  afore  the  luge,  fat  couthe  seye  iij.  trewe  talis,  so  trew  that 
no  man  myght  ayene-seye  hem,  he  shulde  be  I-savid,  &  have  his 
'  vt,  MS.  '  leaf  167,  col.  1.  *  dravithe,  MS. 

[  XXXVIII.  ] 

[Seco7id  Version.     Addit.  MS.  9066,  leaf  54,  hack.'] 

Lampadius  reigned  in  the  Citee  of  Rome,  that  was  right  mercifuH ; 
wherfore  of*  grete  mercy  he  ordeyned  a  lawe,  that  who  that  were 
a  man-sleer,  a  Ravenonr,  an  eveli  doer,  or  a  theef ,  and  were  take, 
and  brought  before  the  domesman,  yf  he  myght  sey  iij.  tronthes,  so 
tiuly  that  no  man  myght  agayii""  sey  hem,  he  shuld  have  his  lyf*, 
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eritage.  so  ])ere  was  a  knyglit,  named  plebeus ;  &  this  kniglit  en- 
habitid?  in  a  woode,  &  ])ere  lie  EobLid'  or  slowbe  al  men)  that 
travayled'  by  fiat  way.  AncE  when  the  lustice  or  the  luge  hard'  of 
hi?re,  he  sente  wacchemen)  &  spyeris  to  fecche  him ;  &  anoon)  he  was 
I-take,  &  browte  afore  fe  luge.  &  fenne  saide  ]>e  luge  to  him, 
"  dere  frencP,  ou])e?'e  thow  most  sey  iij.  trewe  poyntes,  pat  shul  be 
vnrepugnable,  opere  elles  ]>ou.  shalt  be  dede."  )3en)  Jie  knyght 
amswerde,  "  Sir/'  he  saide,  "  late  silens  be  made,  that  men)  may 
her*  what  I  shalle  seye ;  &,  sir,  I  shalle  fulfille  the  lawe."  "  Sirs," 
quod?  he,  "  this  is  my  firste  sothe  worde,  that  ye  know  wel  echone, 
Jjat  I  have  ben)  al  my  lyf  a  thef  and?  a  traytoiw,"  "  is  that  solpe  1 " 
seide  the  luge  to  o]?ere  men;  "may  ye  argu  ayenst  hi?n?"  "  I^ay, 
sir,"  quod?  they,  "  for  yf  he  hacJ  be  noo  trespassoure,  he  hadde  not 
be  I-browte  hei-' ;  certeyne  he  myght  not  seye  a  trewer  worde  than 
this  was."  }5enne  saide  Jje  luge,  "  what  is  thi  secounde  point  1 " 
"  Sir,"  quocE  he,  "  it  is  this,  fat  it  is  displesing  to  me  that  I  come 
here."  i"  Sothely,"  seide  al  men,  "fat  trowe  we  wel."  "Sey  fe 
thirde  point,"  seide  the  luge,  "&  then  fou  haste  fulfillid'  the  lawe,  & 

'  leaf  167,  col.  2. 

[Second  Version.     Addit.  MS.  9066.] 

with  aH  his  heritage.  II  There  fille  a  chaunce  aftir,  that  a  knyght 
whos  name  was  Plebeus,  wente^  to  the  wode,  and  aH^  that  come  by 
the  wode,  he  slough,  or  sjooiled?  hem  of  aH  that  thei  haddeiD.  ^  Whan 
the  lustice  herd'  this,  he  sente  spies  for  to  take  hym ;  and  whan  he 
was  take,  he  was  brought  before  the  lustice.  than  the  lustice 
said*  to  hym,  "  Frende,  thou  knowest  the  law ;  sey  iij.  trouthes,  or 
els  w«t/iOut  doute  thou  shalt  be  hanged'  or  I  ete."  H  The  knyght  said', 
"  scilence,  and  I  shaH;  fidfille  the  law."  whan  scilence  was  made, 
the  knyght  said',  "Frendes,  the  first  trouthe  is  this,  that  I  shaH 
shew  to  you  alle,  that  aH  the  tyme  of  my  lyf"  I  have  ben  a  tlieef',  a 
manqueller,  and  a  Eavenour."  Whan  the  domesman  had'  herde  this, 
he  saicf  to  hem  that  stoden  aboute,  "is  it  sothe  that  he  saith  1 "  thei 
sai(J,  "  yee,  but  yf  he  had'  ben)  an  evell  doer,  he  shukl'  haue  not 
ben  brought  hedir,  and  therfore  it  is  sothe  that  he  said'."  U  Than  the 
domesman  asked',  "  Which  is  the  second'  trouthe  ? "  he  said',  heryng 
aU,  "  it  disjDleaseth  me  mekeH,  that  ever  I  come  hedir."  the  domes- 
man  said,  "forsothe  we  beleve  the  wele ;  telle  vs  now  the  third' 
troutfi,  and  thou  hast  fulfilled'  the  law."     IT  he  said',  "  the  trouthe  is 

'  that  went,  MS.  '  alle  alle,  MS. 
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saviJ  tlii  lyf."  "  Forsofe,"  q«od'  he,  "yf  euer  I  may  passe  from) 
yow,  I  slialle  neuer  come  hei-"  ayene,  witlie  goddis  wille."  Jjenne 
seide  fe  luge,  "  sotliely,  Jjwu  hast  saide  wel,  and  wel  I-savid?  thi  lyf ; 
goo  ferefor,  &  be  a  goode  man,  &  trespasse  no  moi'',  with  thi 
wille,  ayene  the  'Em-peroicr."  Jje  knyght  yede  his  wey,  and'  made  a 
faire  Ende. 

MORALITEB. 

Dere  frendes,  this  Empe/'owr  is  oxire  lorde  Thesn  crist,  the 
whiche  hathe  ordeynid?  for  lawe,  fat  euerye  synner  or  Traytoure,  pat 
is  I-take  thorow  pe  grace  of  god',  andf  browte  afore  a  luge,  scil.  a 
discret  confessoure,  sey  iij.  sothefastnes,  so  trewe,  fat  no  devil  con 
sey^  ayene  hem  in  fe  day  of  dome ;  jjen)  with  oute  dowte  he  shalle 
have  eueylastynge  lyf,  v/ith  the  eritage  off  heuin).  The  fui-ste  trew 
Avorde  is,  &  shalle  be  this,  "  I  am  a  thef,  scil.  lappid'  wit7i  swiche 
synne,  and'  sAviche  a  cryme,  anct  I  am)  a  grete  synne?*."  The 
seconnde  is,  "that  it  is  displesing  to  me  fat  I  have  grevicf  gocl?  so 
muche,  for  the  whiche  I  am  stressid?  to  come  hefere."  And'  the 
thii-de  is,  "  fat  if  I  may  passe  hens,  by  the  wey  of  satisfaccion),  I 

'  consej've,  MS. 

[Second  Version.     Addit.  MS.  9066.] 

^this  I  shall  she  we  to  you ;  And*  I  myght  ones  scape,  I  shulc^  neuer 
come  to  this  place  agayne  with  my  good?  wille."  The  domysmaii), 
when)  he  herde  this,  seide,  "  thou  haste  wisely  fidfilled  the  lawe, 
and'  haste  sauyd  thy  Ij-fe.  Go  now  therefore,  and'  from  hcnsforwarde 
be  a  good  man,  and'  wil  no  more  offende  agaynes  god?  ne  tlie  Emptv- 
our."  then  f  e  knyght  wente,  and  Endid?  his  life  in  pease.  Reduccio. 
Frendes,  this  Empero?<r  is  oure  lorde  lh.esw.  Criste,  that  ordeyned? 
this  lawe,  that  Eue?y  brekere  of  goddis  grace,  that  is,  a  synnc'r  that 
dothe  dedly  synne,  sliuld'  be  brought  before  the  domysman),  that  is 
to  say,  a  discrete  confesso?/r,  and!  telle  to  hym  the  trouthe,  so  trewe, 
that  the  sayeng^  atte  day  of  dome  mow  not  be  agayne-seide ;  anc^ 
tlian,  with  oute  doute  he  shaH  liaue  Euerlastyng^  lyfe,  with  aH  the 
heritage  of  the  kyngdome  of  hevyn).  The  firste  trouthe  is,  I  anD  a 
thefe,  that  is,  I  am)  suche  a  synner,  and*  wrappid'  and'  knytte  in 
suche  synnes ;  tellyng^  hem  oute  to  his  gostly  fadir.  The  seconde 
trouthe  is,  it  displeasith  me  the  Avaye  of  cont/v'cion),  that  I  haue  so 
mekille  offendid'  god',  for  the  which  I  owe  to  come  hiddere.  The 
thricJ  is,  that  if  I  myglit  ones  scape,  be  the  waye  of  satisfaccioii),  I 

'  leaf  55. 
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sliulde  not  then  neuer  tome  ayene  to  synne."     And'  yf  ye  do  so, 
w/t/i  outen  dowte  ye  sliulle  have  euej-lastynge  lyf.    Ad  quam  nos  &c. 

[Second  Version.     Addit.  MS.  9066.] 
shaH  newer  torne  agayne  to  synne.     And  if  he  do  fis,  with  outyri) 
doute  he  shaH  haue  Euerlastyng^  life,     to  the  which  bry^g*  vs  that 
mercyfuH  lorde  Ihesu  Criste  !  Amen  &c. 


[  XXVIII.  ] 

EVFFEMIANC^/S  A  WYSE  miVEROUM. 

(the  story  of  guido.) 

EvfemianM5  was  a  wise  Emperowr  Eeignynge  in  the  citee  of  Eome ; 
the  whiche  'Emperour  ordeynid!  a  lawe,  pat  who  so  euer  come  to  his 
yate,  and?  gaf  iij.  strokes  at  the  yate,  andi  the  porter  openid'  the  yate, 
he  shulde  come  in  to  the  Empe?'OMr,  &  have  eny  service  fat  he  wolde 
aske.  So  fere  was  in  that  tyme  a  por'  man)  in  the  citee,  callid' 
Gwido,  land  he  thought  in  him  selfe  J)us,  in  a  tyme,  "I  am  poi-",  and' 
Jjerefore  it  is  better  fat  I  go  to  f e  Emperoure,  &  serve  him,  f anne  for 
to  dwelle  her*  euer  in  poverte  &  sorow."  he  come  to  the  yate,  ancB 
as  lawe  was,  he  yafe  iij.  strokes  on)  the  yate.  pe  porter  openid',  & 
askicB,  wliie  he  cnokked?  1  "  Eor  I  canne  serve  my  lorde,"  quod'  he. 
"J?en)  I  shall  brynge  the  afore  him,"  seide  the  porter,  when  he 
was  afore  fe  Emperoure,  f e  Emperoure  seide  to  him,  "  dere  frende, 
what  maner  of  service  canst  thow  do?"  "Sir,"  quo(J  he,  "I  can 
serve  yowe  w^t7i  fe  beste  in  al  maner  of  service ;  and',  sir,  the  first 
that  I  can  do  is,  I  can  slepe  when  ofere  men)  wakithe,  &  I  cane  wake 
when)  of  ere  men)  slepe ;  f  e  secounde  is,  that  I  can  taste  good'  drinke ; 
f  e  third  ^  is,  that  I  can  bed'  men  to  mete ;  f  e  fourthe  is,  that  I  canne 
make  a  fire  vfitJionte  smoke  ;  the  v.  is,  I  can  teche  men  to  the  holy 
lond?,  so  that  thei  shul  go  saf,  &  come  saf."  "J3es  befe,"  qtiodt 
the  Emperoui'',  "  goode  &  fair*  poyntes,  &  nedeful  to  me ;  thow 
shalt  abide  here;  I  shalle  make  fe  stiwarde  of  my  house."  & 
then  he  enclinid'  his  hede,  &  thonkicJ  him.  And  when  Guido  was 
sett  in  office,  in  the  hote  somer,  when)  alle  men)  lust  Eeste,  he  labourid' 

'  leaf  1G7,  back,  col.  1.  '  thir,  MS. 
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swyftly  abovte,  &  pi«-veide  to  the  Empe?'02ir  al  maner  of  nedefuH 
necessarijs,  fat  he  spente  in  yvjnter ;  &  when  ofere  men)  lahouricJ 
in  winter,  fen  he  Eeste,  for  he  had'  labouricf  afore ;  and  thus  he  ful- 
fillicP  his  service  fyrst  rehersid',  scil.  \>at  he  couche  wake  when  o])ere 
slepte,  &  slepe  when  o])ere  men  wake(J.  An(J  when  the  Empe7-0Mr 
harde  this,  that  he  had'  fulfillid?  so  welle  &  so  wysely  [the  first  ser- 
vice], he  callid'  to  him  his  boteler,  &  seide  to  him,  "  dere  frende, 
gvido  f  e  stiwar(J  saide  to  me,  that  he  cowthe  wel  taste  gode  dryuke ; 
lat  see ;  take  vynegi',  &  wyn),  &  must,  &  put  hem  to-geder  in  a 
cuppe,  &  fenne  We  shulle  her"  what  he  shalle  seye,  when  he  hathe 
I-tasti(J  it."  j)Q  boteler  did  as  the  Em^erour  comaundid;  and' 
when  Guydo  tasted  Jje  drynke,  he  saide,  "  hit  was  gode,  it  is  gode, 
&  it  shal  be  gode,"  scil  vyneger  was  gode,  &  that  is  for  fe  p7-eterit 
tyme ;  wyn)  is  gode,  &  fat  is  for  the  presente  tyme ;  and  muste  shalle 
be  gode,  &  that  is  for  the  future  tyme.  and?  when)  the  Empej-owr 
Lard'  this,  he  co?nmendid'  fe  stiwarde  ouer  alle  his  sarvauntes.  then 
sone  aftirwarde  [was]  the  day  of  the  nativite  of  the  Emperowr ;  &  he 
clepid  Gwido  to  Idm,  &  seyde,  "  dere  frende,  f owe  ^knowest  wel  fat 
f  i  thirde  service  is  for  to  bid'  men)  to  mete ;  and'  fere  for  go,  and?  byd 
al  my  frendes  in  the  Empyre,  that  thei  Ete  'with  me  in.  the  day  of  my 
byrfe."  Gwido  went  ouer^  al  fe  Empii',  &  he  bad  noon)  of  his 
frendes,  but  al  f e  Enmyes  of  the  Empire,  so  fat  in  the  tyme  of  f 0 
feste,  the  halle  was  fillid  with  the  Empero2«-s  Enmyes.  when)  the 
Empe?-our  sawe  this  sight,  he  was  hilie  mevid  in  his  spirite,  and 
caUid  gwido,  &  saide,  "der'  frend,  thow  toldeste  me  that  thow 
covdest  bid  men  to  mete,  and  her*  thow  hast  I-bede  al  myn)  enmyes, 
a-yenste  my  precepte  &  wyl ;  what  canst  f  ou  seye  to  this  ?  "  "  Sir," 
QMod  he,  "ye  chargid  me  that  I  shulde  bidde  al  jour  frendes  to 
■your  feste,  but  I  have  not  I-do  so,  and  why  ]  for  al-wey  when  jour 
frendes  come  to  yow,  they  wer*  worshipfully  Eeseyvid,  but  so  wer*  not 
yowr'  enmyes ;  and  ther  fore  I  have  bode  hem  to  feste,  that  they  may, 
by  the  goode  feste  &  yow?-  good  cher',  bicome  your*  frendes."  And  so 
it  was  or  tyme  fat  fe  feste  was  don),  alle  echon)  wer"  made  his 
frendes.  Jjenne  f  e  EmpcroMr  seide,  **  do  now  tin  iiij.  service." 
^'yis,  sir,"  saide  he.     he  gaderid  a  grete  multitude  of  woode  and 

'  leaf  167,  back,  col.  2.  '  per,  MS. 
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stikes,  that  were  I-dried'  in  somer  by  fyi''  &  by  sonne ;  &  by  vertu 
of  hir  drinesse  he  made  a  gret  fire,  W2t7ioute  smoke,  &  Jjat  so  clere, 
fat  the  Empero?f}'  and'  aH  his  frendes  wei''  warmid'  &  com??ifortid'. 
Then  ^  saide  the  Eniperow  to  hi7n,  "  do  now  thi  v.  service,  scil.  teche 
men  how  they  shul  go  to  the  holy  lond' ;  for  pere  comithe  mony  to 
me,  and  wolde  lerne  to  go  thedir."  Then)  seide  he,  "  sir,  lat  hem 
folow  me  to  ]>&  banke  of  the  see."  &  knytes  &  Squieris  folowed'  hi??i 
to  the  see.  And  when  he  was  ])ere,  he  lokyd  abovte  in  the  see,  & 
saide  to  the  peple,  "  Sirs,  se  ye  not  pat  [I]  see  1 "  "  what  is  that  1 " 
q?wd  they.  "  lo  !  "  he  seide,  "  Eochis  in  fe  see ;  for  in  a  Roche  is  a 
bryde,  f  e  whiche  is  in  a  neste,  and  she  hathe  vij.  briddis ;  &  as  longe 
as  pat  bridde  dwellithe  in  hir  nest,  al  the  see  is  in  tranquilitee,  pat 
who  so  euer  gope  p6?-e  by  to  the  holy  londe,  he  shalle  in  pes  go  & 
come  ;  but  wheo)  pe  brid  fleepe  oute  a-wey,  then  al  pe  see  is  I-troubelid, 
&  with  oute  dowte,  yf  any  man)  goo  ^  penne,  he  shalle  be  dreynte ;  & 
perefore  lokithe  welle,  pat  pe  brid  be  in  hir  neste,  whe?z  ye  shul  go." 
"  how  shuUe  we  know,"  quod  pey,  "  when)  pe  brydde  is  in  hir  neste, 
and  when  she  is  oute  ] "  He  aunswerd,  and  saide,  pat  she  levithe 
neuer  hir  nest,  but  for  this  cause.  "j)erQ  is,"  he  seide,  "a%ope?'e 
birde,  hir  enmye ;  &  pat  birde  stodiethe  &  laborithe  with  al  hir 
myght  for  to  infecte  hir  nest,  or  hir  eyren),  to  distroye  hir  &  hirs  ; 
&  when  she  perseyvithe  hir,  she  fleepe,  &  pen  is  al  the  see  I-trowbelid." 
}penne  saide  they,  "  bow  shulle  we  defende  &  lete  that  brid,  pat  is 
enmye  to  hir,  that  she  come  not  to  the  neste  1"  then  seyde  he, 
"  Yiere  is  no  thinge  vndir  hevin  pat  pat  brid  hatithe  so  muche  as 
she  dothe  the  blode  of  a  lambe.  For  yf  it  wer*  in  the  nest,  or  a-boute 
it,  she  dorste  not  come  pere  to."  J5enne  pei  dide  as  Gwido  seide 
to  hem) ;  &  thei  passid  to  the  holy  londe,  &  tumid  a-yene  w«t/ioute 
hurting  or  disese.  when  pe  Empero^^?*  harde  telle  howe  wyslye  ho 
had  fulfillid  his  services,  he  avauncyd  him  to  hye  dygnitee,  and  to 
grete  worshipe. 

MORALITEE. 

DEre  Erendis ;  this  Empcro?<r  is  the  Fadir  of  hevin ;  the  whiche 
made  a  law,  that  eche  man)  pat  yaf  iij.  strokes  at  the  yate  of  pe 
palys,  or  of  holy  chirche,  pen)  the  porter,  scil.  pe  p?-est,  sholde 
•  \>e,  MS.  ■■'  l>ene,  MS.  '  leaf  168,  col.  1. 
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opyn).  the  iij.  stroke*^  betlie  prayere/  almis,  an(J  fastyng;  for  with  outen) 
dowte,  who  so  eue?-  dothe  thes  iij.  he  shalle  entir  the  yate.  And!  j3e?-efor 
towching  prayei''  hit  is  I-wretyn)  thus,  Petite,  et  accijpiatis,  vt  supra. 
and'  towching  fastinge  lerom)  seithe  thus,  Tunc  Est  'jgredara  apud 
deum  dbstinencia,  cum  animus  leiunat  a  culpa,  fis  is  to  soy,  hit  is 
feyr*  ahstinaunce  ancf  fastynge  to  the  sight  of  god',  when  a  man) 
ahsteynithe  fro  synne ;  also  it  is  I-seide,  ioel.  ij.  Conuertimini  ad 
me,  &c.  be  ye  conuertid'  to  me.  And'  towchyng  almes  hit  is 
I-seyde,  Date  elimosinam,  ^  omma  munda  sunt  vohis,  yevithe  almes, 
and  al  that  is  clene  shalle  be  yevid'  to  yowe.  Gwido  knokkithe,  for 
that  he  wolde  mynystr*  to  fe  Emperowr— how  so  ?  Eche  pore  man, 
that  comithe  nakyd  out  of  the  wombe  of  his  modir,  comitlie  and? 
ktiokithe  at  the  yate  of  baptisme,  &  askithe  baptime,  in  the  whiche 
echon)  of  vs  be-hotithe  to  do  v.  mane?'  of  services  to  god',  the  firste 
is  to  wake  in  goode  werkes,  when  ojit're  men)  slepithe  in  synne,  & 
for  to  slepe,  when)  ojjere  men)  wakithe,  ^as  dothe  thevis  &  mychers  ) 
&  so  ye  may  in  the  somer,  scil.  in  Jjis  worlde,  purvey  for  nedis  of 
fe  soule  ayenste  wynte?*,  scil.  fe  day  of  dome.  ])g  secounde  service 
is  to  taste  gode  di-inke.  )?e  drynk  is  noute  elle^  but  passion)  & 
penaunce ;  &  \>e)-e  of  seithe  oure  sauioure  J)us,  Potestis  hihere  ^  cali- 
cem  que7n  Ego  hihiturus^  sum,  "May  ye,"  seithe^  Criste,  "  drynke^ 
of  the  same  cuppe  that  I  shalle  drynke  of,  scil,  sufly  the  passion) 
fat  I  shalle  suffre.  AncB  ]je?-efor  seide  Gwido,  It  was  good',  scil.  pen- 
aunce in  this  worlde  was  gode  to  seintis,  that  bethe  now  glorious  in 
hevin ;  It  is  good',  scil.  it  is  gode  that  we  do  penaunce  in  this 
worlde  for  our  synnes ;  hit  shalle  be  gode, — how  so  1  when)  a  man 
shalle  be  glorified'  in  body  &  in  soule,  in  the  day  of  dome.  The 
thirde  is  to  bidde  men  to  mete,  as  Gwido  bad'  alle  enmyes ;  after 
the  worde  of  oure  saveoure,  IT  Non  veni  vocare  iustos,  sed  peccatoi'es 
ad  penitenciam,  fis  is  to  sey,  I  come  not  to  caUe  Eightwysmen,  but  I 
come  to  clepe  Synful  men  to  penaunce ;  an(J  ferefore  eche  of  vs  is 
bounden)  for  to  shew  and'  teche  fe  wey  of  helthe  to  synful  men). 
The  iiij.  seruice  is  to  make  fyre  vfiXh  oute  smoke,  that  fixe  is  not 
elles  but  that  ]:ou  love  god'  &  Jjy  neyboui'',  scil.  god?  aboue  al  thinges, 

'  but  praere,  MS.  *  leaf  168,  col.  2.  '  postestis  libere,  MS. 

*  libiturus,  MS.  *  Besithe,  MS.  ^  dranke,  MS. 
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with  al  f)i  sovle,  and?  v/ith  al  tlii  myncle,  and'  pi  neyboure  as  tlii 
selve,  •with  outen)  smoke  of  envy  or  wrejje.  The  v.  is  to  teclie  men) 
to  the  Lolye  londe,  scil.  Jiou  muste  teche  or  take  the  wey  to  hevene 
by  the  see  of  this  worlde,  for  as  the  see  Ebbithe  &  Flowitlie,  so^  J)e 
worlde  is  now  Riche,  now  pore,  now  hole,  now  seke.  Eochis  in  the 
see  is  pe  body  of  man) ;  pe  nest  in  the  EocB.  is  the  herte  in  the  bodye ; 
the  brydde  in  the  nest  is  the  holy  goste,  that  dwellithe  in  the  body 
of  man;  the  vij.  chekenis  ben  jje  vij.  werkes  of  mercy.  And'  dowtles 
as  long  as  this  brid',  scil.  the  holy  gost,  dwellithe  in  the  nest  of  po 
herte,  as  longe  may  the  man)  passe  Eestfiilly  by  this  worlde  toward' 
hevene ;  but  yf  the  holy  gooste  passe  oute,  &  fie  awey  fro  synne, 
fen)  is  alle^  the  see,  scil.  al  the  worlde,  is  trovbelid',  &  whi?  for  al 
that  is  in  Jje  worlde  opere  it  is  pride ^  of  lyf,  wrong  covetise  of  yen) 
or  wrong  ^  covetise  of  Fleshe.  the  brid'  that  is  enemy  is  pe  devil,  the 
whiche  euery  day  &  in  eche  hoxu''  is  besy  to  enfecte  the  nest  of  the 
holy  goste  wi't/i  dedly  synne ;  &  whenne  hit  is  so,  the  holy  gost 
levithe  the,  &  then  hit  shali  be  to  the  a  perlewse  case.  And!  ther- 
for  do  as  Guido  did',  spercle  the  blotP  of  a  lombe  in  thi  nest,  scil. 
have  mynde  of  the  passion)  of  Crist,  that  he  sufferit  for  the ;  &  yf 
thow  do  so,  the  holy  goste  wolle  holde  his  nest,  that  thoAV  shalte 
wel  go  to  the  holy  londe,  scil.  J?e  kyngdom)  of  hevene.  Ad  quod 
nos  &c. 

[  XXIX.  ] 

MAEDOOTUS  J3^T  WAS  A  WISE  'E^IVEROUR. 
(the  attributes  of  god.) 

Mardonius  was  a  wyse  'Em^erour  Eegninge  in  the  citee  of  Eome, 
yn  the  londe  of  whom)  ther  was  a  philesopher*,  to  whom)  weer' 
I-putte  iij.  sonys  of  a  grete  kynge,  to  be  enformid'  and'  tawte 
wel  &  wyselye.  the  philesophir  gouernid'  hem,  &  tawte  hem.  Aftir- 
ward?  hir  fadir  wolde  knowe  by  hem,  whom  they  shulde  moi'  gladliche 
worshipe  for  hir  god',  whejiere  lubiter  or  mercury  ?  then  the  firste 
Sonne  aunswerde,  &  seide,  that  lubiter  was  a  mytier  &  a  strenge?" 
god?  pan  mercurye.  And'  then  saide  the  fadir,  "  power*  or  myght 
makithe  not  oo  god'  better  than  anopere,  for  power'  but  yf  it  be  the 

'  or,  MS.         *  al,  MS.         ^  previde,  MS.         "  leaf  1C8,  back,  col.  1. 
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better  vsict,  it  may  be  cause  of  wickidnes."  Then  he  askid'  of  the 
socounde  sone,  whom  he  wolcP  worshipe  for  his  god«  1  Andt  he  saide 
"  louem."  "  whi  1 "  quod'  the  fadir.  "  for  lonem,"  seithe  he, 
"  hathe  suche  wisdoro)."  j)eime  seide  the  fadir,  ''  sone,i  wisdom 
makithe  not  oo  god?  better  than  ano])ere,  &  whj^e  1  for  hit  be  cause 
of  wickidnes  &  of  pryde."  And'  then  he  askid?  the  third'  sone, 
whom  he  wolde  worschipe  for  his  gode?  And?  then  he  saide, 
*'  mercury."  "  whi  ] "  "  for  he  is  benyngne  &  mercyful."  "  Sone," 
quo(J  he,  "  pitee  makithe  not  oo  god?  better  than  anofere,  for  it  is 
not  noyng  to  no  man).  And'  ferefore,  der*  sonnes,  yf  fere  be  swiche 
on)  that  is  bofe  myti,  wyse,  &  gracious,  he  may  wel  be  I-clepid'  god 
of  goddis."  And'  ferefore  thei  made  hem  a  ymage,  \>e  whiche  ])ei 
worshipid',  as  for  hir  go(J;  &  fei  write  in  on  arm,  Voco,  I  calle; 
and'  in  his  brest,  Expedo,  I  abyde;  and'  in  the  secounde  ^armc, 
Remitto,  I  forgeve.  &  ferefore  by  goode  argument,  sithe  that  Criste 
is  bojje  stronge,  &  wyse,  and'  pacient,  vs  must  worshipe  \n.m  as  for 
cure  god',  afore  al  goddes,  &  only  love  him,  gm  est  henedictws  &c. 

[  XXX.  ] 
PWAS  A^  EMP^i^OUEE. 

(the  man  and  the  honey  in  THE  TREE.  EARL.  MS.   7333.) 

Pwas  [was]  an  Emperoure  Eeignyng  in  the  citee  of  Eome,  & 
a-mong  al  ojsere  thinges  he  lovid'  wel  huntinge.  And!  as  he  Eode 
in  a  certen)  tyme  by  a  forest,  he  saw  a  man)  Eynne  afore  him, 
■with  al  the  myght  of  his  bodye,  &  an  vnycorne  Eynnynge  aftir  him, 
wher  thorowe  the  man  was  gretly  a-dredde,  that  for  fer*  he  felle  in  to  a 
som,  MS.  *  leaf  168,  back,  col.  2. 

[Second  Version.     Addit.  MS.  9066,  leaf  62.] 
[LV.  ] 

It  happeny(J  onys,  that  the  vnicome  folowed  a  maw,  that  fledde 
faste ;  and'  fownde  a  tree,  in  the  which  were  many  feyi-e  appils ; 
and'  vndir  the  tre  Avas  a  depe  dyke,  fuH  of  serpentes,  todcs,  and' 
othere  Crepynge  bestes  ;  and'  the  rote  of  the  tree  gnawed'  ij.  wormys, 
on  white,  anothere  black,  on  this  tree  the  man)  wente,  and'  feddo 
hym)  with  the  appils,  ancf  had'  grete  delite  in  the  braunches  aucB 
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gret  diche.  neuer  fe  les  he  toke  holde  by  a  tree,  by  the  whiche  he 
wan)  oute ;  &  then  he  lokid'  dovvne,  &  he  saw  at  the  fote  of  the  tree 
an  hidowse  pitte,  and'  arD  orible  dragoii  fere  in,  myning  at  the  tree, 
and'  abyding  with  an  opin  niovthe  when  he  shuld  falle ;  &  beside 
this  dragon)  were  twoo  bested,  Ipe  ton)  was  white,  the  tofere  was  bhdc ; 
&  Jjey  gnowe  at  the  Rote  of  the  tree  -with  alle  theire  inyght,  to 
tlirowe  hit  downe,  in  so  niuche  that  the  wrecchid'  man)  felte  it  wagge; 
&  abowte  the  sydes  of  pe  diche  wer*  iiij.  frogges  sterting,  the  whiche 
with  hir  vcnemovse  brethe  euvenemyd'  al  the  diche.  He  cast  vp  his 
yen),  and'  he  saw  a  passage  of  hony  fallyng  fro  braunche  to  braunche ; 
&  he  sette  his  herte  so  moche  to  this  swete  syght  of  hony,  Jjat  he 
forgate  that  opere  pereH.  So  pere  happid'  a  frend'  of  his  go  by  the 
wey,  &  for  he  sawe  hi7n  in  so  gret  perille,  he  fet  to  him  a  laddir, 
that  he  inyght  come  downe  Safliche ;  but  he  yaf  him  so  muche  to 
tliis  swettnes,  that  he  wolde  not  thens,  but  yete  hony,  and'  made 
him  murye,  &  for-gate  fe  pe?'ilhs.  And'  with  in  short  tyme  he  felle 
downe  in  to  the  mowfe  of  the  dragon) ;  and'  the  dragon)  yede  downe 
in  to  the  pitte,  &  devourid'  him. 


D 


MORALITEE. 

Ere  frendes,  this  Emperoure  is  to  vndirstond  Crist  Ihesu,  pe 
whiche  ouer  al  ojje?'  lovithe  ^huntyng  of  soulis ;  &  in  his  hunting 
>  leaf  169,  col.  1. 
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leuys ;  but  he  toke  no  hede  of  the  ij.  wormys  gnawyng*  the  rote  of 
the  tree,  that  atte  laste  it  felle,  and'  wrechid  man)  felle  into  the  pitte. 
Be  the  vnicorne  is  vndirstonde  dethe,  that  no  man)  may  with  stonde ; 
and  by  the  tree  is  vndirstondyn)  the  worlde,  whose  appds  are 
delictable  and  dyuerse,  the  which  be^  richesse,  metes  and'  drynkes, 
and  fayre  wome?j.  the  braunchys  and'  levj^s  are  fayre  wordys  and' 
veyne  pride,  the  ij.  wormys  are  day  and  nyghf,  that  ail  thing^  in 
processe  of  tyme  consumei:i),  and'  bryngen)  to  nought*.  But  wolde 
god',  that  wrechid'  man),  that  sitteth  vpon)  this  tree,  and'  hathe 
delite  in  thes  app/ls,  braunchys,  and'  levys,  sauered'  and'  vndir- 
stode,  and'  ordeyned'  for  his  laste  Ende  !  wherfore  Salamon) 
seithe,  sone,  haue  in  mynde  the^  laste  Ende,  and  thou  shalte  neuere 
synne,  &c. 

'  by,  MS.  ""  on  the,  MS. 
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he  be-liolditli  a  man,  sell  pj-juitees  of  the  herte.  J3e  man  that  flethe 
is  a  synner ;  the  vnycorne  is  the  dede,  whiche  that  euer  folowithe  the 
man,  for  to  kylle  him,  as  it  is  I-seyde,  2^  'Regum.  Omnes  morimvr, 
Alle  we  dye.  this  diche^  is  the  worlde ;  the  tree  in  the  diche  is 
the  lyfe^  of  man  in  the  worlde,  the  Avhiche  lyf  bethe  ]3e  ij.  trees  blak 
&  white,  sci7.  ij.  tymes  nyght  &  day  Eoggyd'  downe  &  co?2sumyd'  the 
tree,  pe  place  wher  coniithe  oute  iiij.  frogges  is  the  body  of  man, 
froo  the  whiche  comithe*  iiij.  qualites  of  humow?'s,  by  the  whiche 
iiij.  sett  to-geder  inordinately,  \(i  ymage  [of]  fe  body  is  dissoluicP.  the 
dragon)  is  the  devil ;  the  pitte  is  helle ;  pe  swetnesse  is  delectacion) 
in  synne,  by  the  wiche  a  man  is  I-blent,  that  he  may  not  be-holde 
hye  periHs ;  the  frencJ  that  Eecliithe  the  laddir  is  Criste,  or  a 
prechoure,  that  prechithe  in  the  name  of  Criste ;  the  ladder*  is  pen- 
aiince.  And?  when  a  man  delayithe  for  to  take  that  ladder*.  For 
delectacion)  Jjat  [lie]  hathe  in  the  worlde  ofte  tyme,  he  Fallithe 
sodenlye  in  to  the  movthe  of  fe  deville,  scil.  that  is  to  sey,  in  to  his 
power*  in  heH,  wher  the  devil  devourithe  him ;  of  whiche  devovringe 
is  none  hope  ne  truste  to  passe,  [as]  hit  is  I-seyde  in  the  salme,^  Spas 
impiorum  p&cihit,  J)is  is  to  seye,  the  hope  or  the  trnste  of  wickicB 
men  shaH  perisshe.     Ideo  studeamus  &c. 

[  XXXI.  ] 
GAEDmUS  THE  EMP^iJOUEE. 

(op  the  enchanted  garden.  earl.  MS.   7333.) 

Ardinns  was  a  wyse  Emperoure  in  the  citee  of  Eome,  and'  hac? 
grete  possession) ;  and'  he  had'  a  faire  gloriovs  dowter,  named 
Eulopia ;  he  ha(J  also  a  faire  gardin),  that  he  lovi(J  mnche.   AncJ 

'  3,  MS.  '  dethe,  MS.  '  lyst,  MS.  *  comyng,  MS. 

®  sample,  MS. 

[Seco7id  Version.     Addit.  MS.  9066,  leaf  51,  hack.'] 
[  XXXVII.  ] 

ardonius  reignecJ  *in  the  Citee  of  Eome,^  that  had'  a^  doughtir, 
that  hight  Eulopia,  that  was  right  faire,  and  gracious  to  mannes 
sight ;  also  he  had'  a  faire  yerde,  that  he  mekeH  loved',    wherfore 
'  Om.  ==  0. 
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many  come  to  wowe  this  Faire  damiselle,  to  have  liir  to  wyf,  but  as 
mony  as  come  for  that  mater,  thei  shiilde  go  into  that  gardin,  or  that 
thei  shulde  speke  ouy  -vvorde  of  that  mater;  but  as  mony  as  enterid* 
in,  they  come  neuer  oute  ageyne,  ne  non)  of  hir  frendes  myght  know 
where  they  bicome.  Among  al  ojjir  fer  was  a  knyght  of  grete  name 
dwellynge  in  fer  contrees,  &  his  name  was  tirius ;  &  he  ^thought  to 
him  selfe,  "how  may  this  be,  that  manye  gothe  to  the  Emperoiir, 
for  to  have  his  dowter,  &  entrithe  in  to  his  gardine,  but  ther  is  non) 
that  comithe  oute  ayenel  w^t7ioute  dowte  I  shalle  goo  thedir,  & 
know  this  merveilous  cas."  he  yede  to  the  palys,  &  then  he  was 
worshipef  ully  Eeceyuict ;  and  aftir  mete,  the  knyght  spake  to  the 
Emperowr,  and'  saide,  "sir,  my  lorde,  many^  men  speke  of  the  faire- 
nesse  of  Jiy  dowter,  that  fere  nys  non)  in  al  the  erthe  that  berithe 
Swiche  a  name,  anct  ferfor,  sir,  I  am  come  to  yow ;  yf  it  wer* 
likynge  to  yowe,  I  wolde  have  hir  to  wyf."  then)  saide  the  Em- 
■perour,  "  ye  knowe  the  lawe  &  costom)  of  pis  palis.  I  have  hei*  a 
faire  gardine,  ancJ  who  so  Euej'  shalle  speke  of  that  mater,  he  most 

•  leaf  169,  col.  2.  '  may,  MS. 
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many  noble  men  come  forto  have  his  doughtir  to  wyf,  for  her  fair- 
nesse  and  gentilenesse  ;  and  aH  that  come,  must  go  into  the^  yerde, 
before  he  sliuld'  wedde  the  doughtir.  ^  But  aH  tliat  went  into  the 
yerde,  come  never  out,  ne  no  man  wist  where  thei  become.  •[[  There 
was  that  tyme  a  famous  knyght  of  ferre  countre,  that  hight  Tirius, 
that  thought  with  in  hym  ^self,  "  how  may  this  be,  that  so  many 
'ben)  that 3  gone  to  the  Emperours  paleys,  for  to  haue  his  doughtir, 
and  aH  that  gone  into  the  yerde*  are  never  seen  after !  with  oute 
doute  I  shaH  go  to  the  paleys,"  The  knyght  said',  "  [and  5]  I  shaH 
assaye  that  mervaile."  IT  The  knyght  went  to  the  paleys,  and  was 
worship f idly  resceived';  and  whan  mete^  was  done,  he  said'  to  the 
Emperour,  "  My  reuerent  lord',  many  men  speken)  mekeH''  of"  the 
fairenesse  of  your  doughtir,  and  of  her  goodnesse,  and  that  she  is  so 
semly,  for  there  is  none  like  her  in  erthe  ;  and  therfore  I  am  come  to 
you,  and^  yf  it  liked?  to^  youre  reuerent  dignyte,  forto  have  her  to 
wyf."  H  The  Emperour  said',  "  Frende,  'is  it  knoweii)io  to  you  the 
law  of  the  paleys  ]     I  haue  a  faire  gardeyn),  and  he  that  wille  haue 

'  that.  *  leaf  52.  ^  Om.  *  gardene. 

*  Siq)2)lied  from  C.  which  omits  T  shalle.  *  the  mete.  ''  Om. 

^  that.  ^  Om.  '"  it  is  ought  know. 
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firste  go  in  to  ]jat  gardine."  "  Se?'e,"  quod'  the  kuyght,  "  this  likith 
me  wel ;  neuer  the  les  I  wolde  first  aske  of  yow  a  bone,  scil.  that  I 
myght  have  a  syght  of  your  dowter,  and'  speke  'witli  hir  a  fewe 
■wordes."  "I  gmunte,"  quod'  the  Emperour'.  so  the  knyght  enterid' 
into  the  Chaumbre  of  the  damiselle,  and'  salude  hir  reue/'ently ;  and' 
when  he  ha-J  sen  the  grete  fairhede  of  hir,  he  marvaylid',  &  saide, 
"  ])ou  gentil  damiseli,  helpe  me  nowe  at  this  tyme,  for  I  am  come 
from  fer  contree  for  thi  love,  but  mony  have  come  a-fore  me  to 
have  the  to  wyf,  ancJ  aftir  that  thei  enterid'  the  gardiu,  jjey  wer* 
nener  sene  after  that  thei  enterid' ;  and  ther  fore  I  beseche  yowe  of 
counseiH  &  of  helpe  in  this  cas,  that  I  may  safly  Entir  in  to  the 
gardin),  &  passe  oute  ayene,  wj't/i  outen  periH  or  harme."  }5en)  seide 
she  to  him,  "  sir,  jjow  art  come  hvedir  for  me.  I  am  she  that  is  Eedy 
to  be  couplicJ^  yvith  eny  man),  that  my  fadir  wolle  yeve  me  to  ;  neuer 
the  les  J)ou  askist  heer*  of  me  an  hard'  thing,  &cil.  for  to  passe  the 
gardyn)  -with  oute    periH,  and'   perefore  I  shall  yeve    \)e  counseiH. 

'  compilide,  MS. 

[Second  Version.     Addit.  MS.  9066.] 

my  doughtir,  he^  must  go  first  into  my  gardeyn),  or  that-  he  wedde 
her."  The  knyght  said',  "  this  liketh  me  wele ;  but,  lord',  first  I 
wold'  aske  you^  a  peticion),  that  I  mj^ght  ones  se  the  luaiden),  and 
speke  with  her  a  few  wordes."  IT  The  Empe/'our  said',  "  I  graunt  you 
your'  peticion)."  The  knyght  went  into  the  Chanibre,  to  the  maiden) ; 
and  whan  he  saw  her,  he  "was  a-marvailed' ^  of  her  fairenesse  ;  and 
curtesly  he  saluted'  her,  and  said',  IF  "  0  !  goode  maiden),  help  me 
now  at  this  tyme,  for  your  reue^'ence  ;  for  I  am  come  fro  ferre 
countrees.  but  many  before  me  haue  come,  for  to  haue  you  to 
wyf ,  IT  But  first,  aftir  the  statute  of  the  paleys,  thei  wenten)  into  the 
gardeyn),  and  never  aftir  were  thei  seen.  Therfore,  yf  it  liked'  you, 
I  aske  of  you  counsaile  and  help  in  this  partie,  that  I  may  gone*^  into 
the  gardeyn)  suerly,  and  with  outen  harme,  and  come  out."  IF  The 
maiden)  said,  "  my ''  dere  frend',  ye  are  welcome  to  me,  and  redy  I 
am  in  aH  thyng  to  'obeye  to^  my  Fadirs  wille,  for  to  j'eve  me  to 
Avhom  he  wille.  and  ye  aske  me  an  harde  thyng,  to  delyuere  you 
from^  peyile  of  the  gardeyn),  and  for  to  ascape^"  it,  that  I  ipay  not 
do  ;  But  I  shaH  yeve  you  an  holsome  counsaile.  IT  here  nere  hand'  is 
a  forest,  in  the  whiche  dwelleth  a  faire  lady,  the  whiche  is  callecl? 

'   Om.         '   Oin.         '  wole.         *  of  yoii.         *  niervey]yd.         *  go, ^}assivi, 
^   Om.  «  bu  at.  "  i'ru  tlie.  '    '"  scape. 
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heei-'  be-sydes  is  a  foreste,  in  the  whiche  is  a  passing  feire  ladye,  the 
whiche  is  eallid'  the  lady  off  solace ;  And'  feref or  go  to  ]>\s,  ladye,  & 
she  shaH  yeve  the  goode  Eemedie  in  this  cas.  the  knight  went  to 
the  foreste,  &  cride,  &  seide,  "  wher  is  the  lady  of  solace  ? "  &  he 
lokicJ  afer,  &  ^evQ  he  sawe  a  fair"  place ;  ancJ  thidir  he  went,  &  set 
him  downe  in  the  myddis  j7e?-eof.  And?  as  he  was  ther  sitting,  ther 
come  two  faire  ladijs ;  &  on)  had'  a  bason  in  hir  honde,  and'  Jie  tojjere 
a  ^towaile;  and'  saide  to  him,  "gode  sir,  the  ladye  of  solace  sent 
vs  to  yow,  fat  ye  first  wasshe  youre  fete,  ancJ  then  go  wi't/i  vs  to 
hir*  palys."  that  knight  wisshe  his  fete  in  the  basyn,  and'  aftir 
wipte  he?n  w^'t/i  the  towayle,  and'  yede  wzt/i  the  damiselles  to  the  palys 
of  the  lady.  And'  when  he  was  pe>'e,  he  hadde  grete  marvayle  in 
the  werke  of  fe  palyse,  for  he  sawe  nener  place  a-fore  so  sotil  ne  so 
coriouse.  And'  when  he  sawe  the  ladye,  he  wonderict  hilye  of  hir 
fairnesse,  in  so  muche  that  his  hert  Eanne  into  hir  love.  AncJ 
then  when)  he  hadf  saide  his  eronde,  that  he  come  for,  she  answerd' 

'  leaf  169,  back,  col.  1. 
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the  lady  of  solace,  in  'as  moche  as^  she  graunteth  and  yevetii  to 
every  man  that  is  desolate  an  holsome  counsaile  in  his  nede,  and 
solace.  Go  therfore  to  this  forest,  and  of  the  lady  of  solace  aske 
remedie  of  your  peticion),  and  ye  shiiH  fynde  comfort."  The  knyght 
herd'  this,  and  went  into  the  Forest,  Criyng  'and  saying,^  "  where  is 
the  lady  of  solace  1 "  he  loked'  aferre,^  and  saw  a  faire  place  and 
a  lykyng ;  and  went  thedir,  and  sette  '*hym  downe  in  the  myddes. 
and  while  he  satte  so,  came  in  ij.  faire  maidens,  of  the  whiche  one 
had?  a  faire  basyn),  AvitB.  watir,  the^  other  maiden)  had'  a  towayle; 
and  said'  to  the  knygnt,  ^  "  0  !  goode  sir,  the  lady  of  solace,  lady  of 
this  forest,  sent  vs  to  you,  that  ye  shuld'  first  wassh  your  fete,  and 
than  shuH  ye  gone  withe  vs  to  the  paleys  of  the  lady  of  solace." 
the  knyght  wasshed'  his  fete  in  the  basyn),  and  wyped'  hem  witB 
the  towaile,  and  went  with  the  maidens  to  the  paleys ;  and  whan  he 
entred',^  he  mej-vailedf  gretly'^  of  the  werk*  of  the  place,  that  is^  so 
noble  and  soteH,  for  he  ha(J  never  seen  none  so  precious,  and 
whan  he  saw  the  lady,  he  mervailed'  of  her  fairenesse  ;  wherfore  he 
was  ravisshed'  in  her  love,  and  said'  his  erancP.  IT  Than  the  lady  said' 
to  hym,  "  Fren(J,  I  am  called'  the  lady  of  solace,  in  that  I.  socoure 

'  also  mycli  that.         '^  Om.         ^  Om.         *  leaf  52,  back.         *  that. 
•"  had  entred.  '   Om,  *  it  was. 
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ayene,  &  saide,  "Der"  frende,  I  am  callid'  the  lady  of  solace, 
because^  that  I  helpe  &  socour  manye  in  hh"  nede;  and!,  gfp^  thow 
arte  welconi)  to  me,  and?  I  shalle  fulfiUe  thin  askynge.  take  of  me 
hei''  a  clewe  of  threde,  &  what  tyme  that  thowe  shalt  entre  the 
gardyn)  of  the  Emperoz^r,  bynde  at  the  entering  in  of  the  gardin)  the 
begynnynge  of  the  clewe,  &  holde  euermor*  the  Remnavnt  of  the 
clewe  in  thin  honde,  &  so  go  forthe  into  the  gardyn)  by  lyne ;  For 
yf  thow  lese  the  Remnaunt,  }i[o]u  shalt  neuer  fynde  oute-goynge  how 
thow  shalt  come  oute  ayene.  Also  pere  is  a  passynge  woode  lyoune, 
fe  whiche  hathe  slayne  aUe  fat  havithe  I-come  afore  ])e,  and?  ferefor 
thowe  moste  be  y-arme(f,  and^  thin  armure  must  be  anoyntid'  with 
goode  onymentes ;  and'  then  |)0we  moste  nedis  fight  w{t/i  Jje  lioune, 
aftir  tyme  fat  fou  be  enterid'  in  to  the  gardin ;  &  what  tyme  pat 
Jjou  shalt  be  ny  depressidi,  &  ouercome  by  him,  asundr*  the  fro  him ; 
For  when  the  lion)  shaUe  see  the,  he  shal  come,  an(J  in  his  mouthe 
take  thi  arme,  or  thi  legge ;  and'  then  yf  thin  armure  be  wel  anoyntid', 
then  the  Oynementes  shal  lose  his  tethe.  In  so  muche  that  he  shaUe 
not  mow  fight  ayenste  the  lenger ;  and'  then  drawe  out  thi  swerde, 

'  b  cause,  MS, 
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aH  that  be  desolate,  in  her^  nede;  and  therfore  thou  art  welcome, 
and  I  shaH:  fuH-fille  thi  peticion).  IT  Have  here  of  me  a  clew  of 
threde ;  and  whan  thou  entrest  the  gardeyn)  of  the  Empe?-our, 
bynde  atte^  entre  of  the  dore^  the  begynnyng  of  the  clew,  and 
alway  hold'  the  clew  in  thi  hand',  and  so  shalt  thou  go  by  the  threde 
into  the  gardeyii),  as  by  a  lyne.  and  in  what  houre  thou  lesest  the 
threde  of  the  clew,  thou  shalt  not  fynde  the  goyng  out  of  the 
gardeyn),  but  by  a  f elle  lyon)  thou  shalt  lose  thi  lyf ;  and  so  did'  att 
before  the.  %  But  thou  must  arme  the,  and  'thi  armour*  must  be 
anoynted'  with  an  oynement  most  able  for  this  skille,  for  nedes 
thou  must  fight  with  the  lyon),  after  thou  art  entred'  into  the 
gardeyn).  and  whan  thou  art  gretly  oppressed'^  in  the  bataile,  go 
fro  hym ;  and  whan  the  lyon)  se^  that,  with  his  tethe  he  shaH  take 
thyn)  arme,^  or  thi  fote  ;  and  yf  thyn)  armour  be  wele  anoynted' 
*with  the  oynement,  it  shaH  confounde  his  tethe,  in  so  niekelt  that 
he  shaH  not^  fight  ayenst  the  no^  more.    IT  'Than  draw^°  thi  swerd' 

^  ther.  '  at  the.  ^  dore  with  in,  *  thyn  armes. 

*  by  the  lyone  oppres.syd.  *  sethe.  '  armour,  MS.  *  not  mow  to. 

»  Om.  "•  But  drawe  out. 
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&  sle  him.  AncP  eue?-  holde  the  clew  of  thi  threcle  in  thin  honde, 
for  aftir  that  fou  hast  slayne  Jje  lioune,  fer  shul  come  iij.  men),  the 
whiche  men  shul  brynge  the  oute  of  J>e  wey,  yf  that  thei  mowe. 
And'  therfore  take  goode  hede,  &  be  welle  war*  of  hem,  and'  yf  thow 
be  in  grate  drede,  calle  to  me,  &  I  shaH  soconre  ])e,  but  yf  the  mor' 
defavte  ^be  in  thi  selfe."  when  the  knyght^  harde  this,  he  was 
iocaunt  &  murye ;  he  yede  to  the  Empero?<r,  &  seide  he  wolde  do 
the  lawe  of  the  palys.  "  Wei  mot  it  be  with  f»e  ! "  quoct  Jje  Em- 
perowr,  the  knyght  armid'  him,  and'  a-noyntid'  his  armnr*;  and' 
when)  he  was  at  that  gate  of  the  gardyne,  he  toke  oute  the  clewe  of 
threde,  &  bond'  it  strongly^  to  the  dor* ;  and'  so  he  yede  forthe,  as  by 
lyne.  when  the  lion)  had'  sight  of  hem,  he  Ean)  to  him  with  a 
cruell  enforsynge,  but  the  knyght  w/t7i  al  his  myght  stode  ayenste 
him,  &  fovght ;  and  when)  he  was  wery  of  fitinge,  &  bigan  for  to 
tome  fro  the  liounewarde,  anon)  the  lion)  come,  and'  toke  his  arme 
in  his  tethe,  wher  thorowe  his  tethe  were  lost,  in  so  muche  Ipat  he 
'  leaf  169,  back,  col.  2.  ^  knyth,  MS,  ^  stongly,  MS. 
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and  slee  the  lyon).  in  aH  this  way^  hold'  wele^  the  clew  of  threde 
with  the  ;  and  after  the  dethe  of  the  lyon),  thou  shalt  fynde  iij.  men, 
that  shali  lede  the  out  of  the  way,^  yf  thei  mow ;  and  therfore 
beware  diligently  of  theire^  sleightes.  and  yf  thou  be  in  grete  nede, 
crie  to  me,  and  I  shaH  socoure  the,  but  yf  there  be  any^  more 
defaute  in^  thi  side."  H  whan  the  knyght  herd'''  this,  he  was  right 
glad',  and  went  to  the  Emperour,  and  profered'  hym  self"*  to  go  into  the 
gardeyn).  the  Empeyour  said',  "  that  liketh^  me  wele."  The  knyght 
armeci  hym,  and  anoyntedf  his  armoiir''^  -^with  the  oynement ;  ^"^  ^^ 
and  whan  he  come  at  the  entre  of  the  gardeyn),  he  toke  out^^  the 
clewe  of  thred'  out  of  his  purse,  and  bounde  it  fast  into  ^^  the  dore 
and  went  forthe,  as  by  a'''  lyne,  in  to  the  gardeyn).  and  Avhan  the 
lyon)  saw  hym,  with  aft  his  myght  he  come  to  the  knyght ;  and  in 
as^^  mekeH  as  he^*^  myght,  he  with-stode  hym;  And  whan  he  was 
wery  of  fightyng,  he  w^t^drew  hym  a  liteU  fro  the  lyon).  and 
anon)  the  lyon  toke  hym  by  the  arme,  wherfore  his  tethe  of  the 

'  alway.         ^   Om.         ^  right  way.         ■*  her.         *  Om.         ^  on. 

'  had  herd.  ^  lykes.  ^  leaf  53.  '"  anoyntment. 

"  21w  n-Jwle  of  the  passage  between  the  asterisks  (see  p.  115)  has  been 
written  inadcertently  twice  over  in  the  MS.  with  several  variations,  which 
in  some  instances,  agree  with  the  readings  in  the  Cambridge  MS, 

'-   Om.  '^  at.  '•*   Om..  '^  also.  '"  thei,  MS. 
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myglit  not  lielpe  him  selfe.  when  the  knyght  pe>'ceyvicl'  this,  he 
drow  oute  his  swerde,  &  smot  at  pe  lioune  vfith  al  his  myght ;  &  \>e 
more  that  the  lioune  sette  his  tethe  or  his  clawis  in  fie  knyght,  the 
moi'*  he  loste  him  selfe  ;  and'  so  at  the  laste  the  knyght  smot  of  *his 
hede,  and  yede  foithe ;  &  he  loyed'  so  moche  of  *  ^  the  dethe  of  bis 
lioune,  that  he  loste  the  clewe  of  threde.  And'  as  he  wolde  have 
gon)  oute  of  the  gardyn),  to  wed'  the  doute?-  of  the  Emperoure,  he 
sawe  vij.  trees  ful  of  levis,  &  faire  in  syght.  And^  ther  he  tarijd', 
and'  ete  of  the  frewte,  and'  gaderid'  so  muclie,  fat  he  myght  not  bei"* 
hit  awey;  and'  then  iij.  men)  come,  andl  browte  him  owte  of  the  hye 
weye,  and'  there  he  fel  downe  in  to  a  depe  diche,  and'  ther  lie  was 
nye  dreynte,  for  gret  weyte  of  his  burdon).  And'  then)  the  knyght, 
seynge  that  he  was  nye  dede,  he  cride  with  an  hihe  voyse,  "  O  ! 
lady  of  solace,  I  be-seche  fe  of  socour",  in  my  grete  nede  that  I  am 
nowe  in  ! "  And'  anon)  the  lady  come  ny,  &  saide,  "  A !  wrecche, 
ne  seide  I  not  to  the,  that  yf  thow  lostist  thi  clew,  Jjou  shuldest  not 
fynde  out-goyng  ayene  1  loo  !  I  shaH  helpe  the  oute  of  this  diche ; 
'    Words  hetiveen  asterisks  repeated  in  MS.  ^  A,  MS. 
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oynement  Avere  so  glewed',  in  so  mekeH  that  he  myght  not  helpe 
hym  self'.  IT  Whan  the  knyght  perseived'  this,  he  drew  his  swerd', 
and  with  aH  his  myght  he  went  to  the  lyon) ;  and  the  more  the  lyoiO 
with  his  tethe  and  with  his  clawes  touched'  the^  armoui'',  the  lesse 
he  myght  help  hym  self,  for  the  oynement.  the  knyght  jierseived' 
this,  and  smote  of  the  lyons  hede,  and  went  away  fro  hym ;  and 
was  so  glad'  of  the  victorie  of  the  lyon),  that  he  lost  the  clewe  of 
threde,  and  wold'  have  gone  out  of  the  gardeyn),  for  to  'have 
wedded'-  the  Empe?'oure  dough tir.  IT  And  as  he  went  he  saw  vij. 
trees,  fuH:  of  faire  leves,  that  were  delectable^  to  the^  sight ;  and  he 
gadred'  so  many  braimches  of  ^  frute  of  the  trees,  that  he  mj^ght  not 
here  hem.  Than  come  iij.  men  to  hym,  and^  ledde  hym  out  of  the 
right  Avay ;  and  in  the  goyng  out  of  the  gardeyn),  he  fiUe  in  a  depe 
pitte,  and  was  nye  drowned',  for  gretnesse  of  his  burthyn),^  and  so^ 
he  shuld'  haue  perisshed' ;  and  cried'  with  an  hie  voice,  and  seid', 
IF  "Alias  \^  lady  of  solace,  help  me  now  in  this  grete  nede  !"  anon) 
the  lady  was  with^o  hym,  and  seid',  "0  !  thou  wrecche,  'I  said'^^  to 
the,  that  yf  tliou  lost  the  clewe  of  threde,  thou  sholdest  never  fynde 

'  his.  ^  wedde.  ^  delitable.  *    Om.         *  of  the.  ^  that. 

'  burdune.  **  saw.        "  A  !  '"at.  "  sayde  I  not. 
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&  go  then,  aniJ  seche  in  the  gardyn)  for  fe  clewe,  til  ])on  have 
foundyn  it  ayene."  &  so  she  vaneshid?  aweye.  Then  Avhen  the 
knight  Avas  thus  deliueml'  out  of  the  diche,  he  yede  abowte  in  the 
gardin,  ancJ  soute  the  clewe,  &  fonde  it ;  and'  than)  he  was  I-lad?  by 
the  threde  to  fe  dore  ^of  fe  gardine  ayene,  ancJ  yede  to  the  Em- 
•pei'our.  when)  the  Emperoure  sawe  him,  he  yaf  to  him  his  dowter 
to  wyfe,  be-cause  that  he  had'  so  wysely  ascapicP  the  pe?-il  of  the 
gardin) ;  and  the  knyght  lad!  hir  home  to  his  owne  contre,  &  endid 
faire  his  lyf. 

MORALITEE. 

DEre  sirs,  this  Empero?<r  is  Crist ;  jje  fail-*  douter  ys  the  Eue?-last- 
ing  lyf  in  loye,  fe  whiche  many  desirithe,  but  few  laborithe  in 
Effecte  to  have  it ;  and'  ther-for  seithe  oiu-e  saveozw,  in  the  gos- 
pett,  Midti  sunt  vocati,  pauci  vero  electi,  This  is  to  sey,  many  bethe 
I-clupicP,  but  fewe  I-cliose.  But  yf  ony  wolle  have  this  lyfe,  he  must 
furste  Entre  the  gardyn)  of  this  worlde,  and'  fight  J»ere  ayenste  ];e 
lion),  scil.  the  deuel,  andf  oue?-come  him.  Many  enterithe,  scil.  as 
mony  as  bethe  borne,  but  fewe  fyndithe  oute-goyng  ayene, — &  why  1 

'  leaf  170,  col.  1, 
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the  goyng  out  of  the  gardeyn)?  ^Lo  !  yit  I  shaH  left  the  out  of  the 
pitte  ;  and  go  seke  the-  gardeyn),  tille  thou  haue  founde  the  threde, 
and  than  anon)  thou  shalt  fynde  the  goyng  out."  Whan  this  was 
said',  the  lady  was  out  of  his  sight.  H  The  knyght,  whan  he  saw  that 
he  was  delyu^red'  out  of  the  pitte,  he  went  about  the  gardeyn),  'and 
sought,-^  and  founde  the  Clewe  of  threde,  and  went  by  the  threde  tille 
he  come  at  the  dore  of  the  gardeyn),  [where  he  bond  the  threde ;  and 
went  out  of  the  gardene,*]  and  went  to  the  Emperour.  H  And  whan 
the  Empe/'our  sawe  this,*  he  yaf^  his  doughtir  to  hym  to  wyf,  by 
cause  he  had'  wisely  ascaped'*'  the  travaile.  The  knyght  than  lad? 
his  wyf  to  his  owne  countre,  and  ended'  his  lyf  in  pease. 

[Declaracio.]  Frendes,  this  Empe?-our  is  our  lord'  Ihesu  crist. 
The  faire  doughtir  is  the  blissed'  lyf,  that  is,  eve?'lastyng  loye,  that 
many  desiren).  H  But  he  that  wille  haue  this  doughte?',  first  he  must 
entre  into  the  gardeyn)  of  this  world',  and  fight  agayn)  the  lyon), 
that  is,  the  deveH,  and  ouer-come  hym ;   but  many  entren),  for  ait 


'  leaf  53,  I  acl<.  -  in  the.  ^  to  seke.         *  Supplied  from  C. 

hym.  "  scaped. 


5 


XXXI.  THE  ENCHANTED  GARDEN.  MORALITE.  EARL.  7333,  &ADDIT.90G6.  110 

for  they  hepe  slayne  in  hit  by  dedely  synne.  and?  Jjerefor,  yf  thow 
wolte  be  sekir,  do  as  did?  the  knyght ;  entre  into  the  forest,  scil.  ynto 
the  holy  chirche,  ancJ  cry  jiere  to  the  lady  of  solace,  scil.  the 
glorious  virgine  marye,  fe  moder  of  god',  the  whiche  that  is  com- 
forte  of  al  that  bethe'  desolate,  in  her  nede,  that  wol  conuerte  to 
hir.  The  two  damiseH,  that  comythe  witA  basyng  &  towayle,  ben 
the  twoo  vertues  of  the  glorious  virgine,  scil.  lownesse  &  charite,  at 
the  coiinseiU  of  ■whome  thow  most  wasshe  fi  fete,  scil,  to  putte 
fleshely  affeccions  in  the  bason)  of  holy  doctrine,  and'  to  make  fe 
clene  with  the  towayle  of  absolucion) ;  &  so  fiow  shalt  fynde  the 
lady  of  solace,  by  whom)  thow  shalt  fynde  the  Eemedye.  The  clewe 
of  thre(J  is  the  lawe  of  gocP,  by  the  whiche  a  tlirede  gothe  oute, 
scil.  pe  vij.  sacramentes  of  holy  chircB;  an(J  ferefore  when  thow 
shalt  come  firste  in  to  the  gardyng^  of  this  worlde,  bynde^  fe  fred  in 
baptyme,  when)  thow  forsakist  the  devil,  &  al  his  bostys,  &  pompis, 
&  byndithe  the  to  god' ;  &  so  ]jou  most  goo  forthe  in  to  the  worlde, 
scil.  by  lyne.  for  fro  baptim  J)ou  most  passe  forf>e  by  confirmacion), 
and?  so  forthe  by  olpere  sacramentes,  &  with  oute  ^dowte,  yf  j)ou.  lese 
■  bethe  not,  MS.  ^  kynde,  MS.  ^  leaf  170,  col.  2. 
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that  are  born)  entren)  into  the  gardeyn)  of  this  world',  but  fewe 
fynde  the  comyng  out,  by  cause  thei  are  first  slayn)  by  dedely 
synne.  IF  And  yf  thou  wilte  be  siker,  do  as  the  knyght  dic^,  that  come 
fro  ferre  countrees  ;  Go  into  the  forest,  that  is,  holy  chirche,  and  crie 
for  the  lady  of  solace,  that  is,  the  blissecf  virgyn)  marie,  that  is 
conforture  of  alle  desolate,  in  every  nede  ;  IF  For  he  that  turneth  hyni 
to  her  with  a  pure  hert,  she  is  redy  for  to  help  hym.  IF  The  two 
maidens,  with  the  basyn)  and  the  towaile,  are  mekenesse  and 
charitee,  that  are  ij.  maidens  of  the  glorious  virgyn),  by  whos 
counsaile  thou  shalt  wassh  thi  fete,  that  is,  to  put  away  flesshly 
affeccions  in  the  basyn)  of  holy  doctryne,  and  make  the  white  and 
clene  with  the  towaile,  that  is,  with  the  benefice  of  absolucion) ;  and 
so  shalt  thou  fynde  the  lady  of  solace,  by  the  whiche  thou  shalt 
fynde  remedie.  IF  The  clewe  of  threde  is  the  lawe  of  god',  of  the 
whiche  goth  out  the  threde,  that  ben  the  vij.  sacramentes  of  holy 
chirche.  Therfore  [whan  first]  thou  entrest  into  the  gardeyn)  of  this 
worlcJ,  bynd'  fast  the  tlirede  in  the  baptyme,  w^han  thou  forsakest 
the  devell  and  aH  his  pride,  and  bynd'  the  alone  to  god',  to  be  his 
servaunte ;  and  so  thou  must  go  into  the  world',  first  by  baptyme, 
the  second'  by  confirmacion),  the  third'  by  confession),  and  so  of  the 
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this  course,  srJl  goyng  by  lyne  of  sacramente^,  certeinly  Ipow  shalt 
not  fynde  no  goode  passage  oute,  Quia  mors  peccatorum  pessima,  jjis 
is  to  sey,  J3e?-e  is  no  thinge  worse  fan)  the  dethe  of  synne?-es.  Also 
]>on  most  be  armecJ  ayenste  the  lioune,  scil.  fe  devil ;  the  armur'  fat 
thow  shuldest  have  ben  the  vij.  werkis  of  mercy;  the  Oynement, 
that  shendithe  the  tethe  of  Jje  lioune,  is  almis-dede,  for  as  the  P?-ofet 
seithe,  Sic  id  aqua  Extinguit  ignem,  ita  Elemosina  Extinguit  pecca- 
ium,  fis  is  to  sey,  As  water  quenchithe  fyr,  so  almisdede  quenchithe 
sjmne ;  the  whiche  almes-dede  is  most  confusion)  to  the  devil.  And' 
ferefore,  yf  Jjou  arme  fe  fus,  fow  shalt  smyte  of  the  hede  of  the 
devil,  ?,cil.  fow  shalt  put  a-wey  his  power'.  Aftir  this  fe  knyght 
sawe  vij.  trees.  sa7.  fe  vij.  dedly  synnes,  of  the  whiche  a  wrecchid' 
man)  takithe  ofte  tyme  so  muche,  that  he  may  not  Else,  ne  ber*  it  out 
to  Eeceyve  fe  grace  of  god' ;  but  then  comithe  iij.  men),  that  bethe 
kepers  of  this  gardin),  sci7.  fe  Fleshe,  the  worlde,  &  the  devil ;  an(J 
they  encomberithe  a  man),  thorow  diue;'site  of  synnys,  euer  til  tyme 
that  the  soule  passe  fro  the  body,  and'  then  he  is  a-dreynte  in  the 
pitte  of  helle  by  gretnesse  &  wyte  of  synnys.     And'  ther-fore,  yf 


\Ser.nncl  Version.     Addlt.  MS.  9066.] 

other  sacranientes.  and  with  out  doute  and  thou  lose  this,  thou 
shalt  be  in  grete  perile,  and  no  good'  goyng  ^out  tliou  shalt  fynde  ; 
for  dethe  of  synners  is  worst.  H  Also  the  behoueth  to  be  armed' 
agayn)  the  lyon)  with  the  armour  of  cristen  man,  Tliat  is,  the  vij. 
werkes  of  mercy.  ^  The  oynement,  fat  confoundeth  the  tethe  of  the 
lyon),  is  almesdede  ;  For  as  the  p?-ophete  seith,  as  watir  sleketh  fire, 
so  almesdede  sleketh  synne  ;  the  Avhiche  is  most  confusion)  of  the 
develi.  And  yf  thou  arme  the  thus,  thou  maist  smyte  of  the  devels 
liede,  that  is,  his  power  of  noying.  IT  Aftir  this  the  knyght  sawe  vij. 
delectable  trees  to  loke  on,  the  whiche  betoken)  the  vij.  dedely  synnes, 
of  the  which  ofte  sithe  wrecched'  man  gadreth  so  grete  a  burthon), 
that  he  may  not  here  it,  ne  lifte  it,  that  is,  of  his  synnes,  ne  go  fro 
grace  to  grace.  IT  Than  come  iij.  kepers  of  this  gardeyn),  that  are 
iij.  enemyes,  that  is,  the  flessh,  the  world',  and  the  fende.  thise 
bryngeth  a  man  in  many  synnes,  and  maketh  hym  to  dwelle  ther  in, 
vnto  the  goyng  out  of  the  gardeyn),  tliat  is,  vnto  the  goying  out  of 
the  soule  fro  the  body  ;  than  is  it  drowned'  in  the  pitte  of  helle, 
for  the  gretnesse  of  the  burtlion)  of  his  synnes.     II  Therfore  thou 

'  leaf  iH. 
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the  wrecchid'  man)  be  in  pereH,  &  ouercome  vfith  synnys,  late  him 
crye  to  the  lady  of  solace,  scil.  the  blessid  lady  mary,  &  then)  late 
him  seche  the  clewe  of  threde,  scil.  vertuys,  fe  whiche  he  be-hite  in 
baptyme,  &  loste  by  synne ;  and  thenne  with  oute  doute,  he  shal 
fynde  the  vertus,  &  fj^nde  passages,  so  that  Criste,  the  Emperoure, 
shal  yeve  to  hhn  to  wive  his  fair"  dowte;',  scil.  euej'lasting  lyf,  in  loye 
perpetueH.     Ad  quam  nos  &c. 

[  XXXII.  ] 
POMPEIUS  A  AVISE  EMP^i^OUEE. 

(how  A  POOR  MAN  BEAT  THE  EMPEROR'S  DAUGHTER  IN  RUNNING. 

EAUL.  MS.   7333.) 

Pompeius  was  a  wyse  Emperoi^re  Reignyng  in  the  cite  of  Romej 
the  wiche  had  a  faire  dowter,  named'  Aglaes,  and  she  had'  ij.  ver- 
tnes  oner  al  ofej-e  maydens  ;  Jje  fyrst  was,  she  w'as  faire  in  face, 
&  plesaunt  to  pe  ye  of  men) ;  the  secounde  was,  sche  was  so  wyght  of 

[Second  Versioji.     Addit.  MS.  9066.] 

•wrecched?  man,  yf  thou  be  in  suche  perile,  crie  fast  to  onr  lady  of 
solas,  that  is,  to  the  blissed  virgyn)  marie,  that  is  more  redy  to 
help  synfuH  men  and  Avomen  out  of  the  pitte  of  synne  than  thei  are 
for  to  crie  to  her ;  for  she  is  so  good',  and  so  fulle  of  me^'cy,  that  she 
w^oU  leve  none  vnholpen)  that  crieth  to  her  hertly,  and  is  in  wnlle 
to  leve  synne.  IF  And  seke  also  diligently  the  clewe  of  threde,  that  is, 
the  vertues  the  whiche  thou  behitest  god'  in  tin  bapt3nne,  the  whiche 
by  synne  thou  hast  lost ;  and  with  out  doute,  yf  thou  fynde  the 
vertues,  thou  shalt  haue  a  good  goyng  out  of  the  Avorld',  [and] 
whan  thi  soule  shaH  go  out  of  thi  body,  than  shaH  it  go  to  the  blisse 
of  heven).  To  the  whiche  bryng  vs  our  lord'  Ihe6'u  crist,  that 
for  loue  of  mannes  soule  wolde  suflre  his  bitter  passion),  thurgh  the 
praier  of  his  dirworthe  modir,  and  of  aH  seyntes  in  blisse  !  Amen. 

[  VI.    leaf  12,  back.  ] 

POmpeius  reigned'  in  Eome,  that  had  a  faire  doughtir,  that  hight*^ 
Aglaes.    This  doughtir  had'  ij.  vertues  passyng  aH  other  ^  women 
of  his  Empire.     The  first  was,  she  was  faire  and  gracious  to  aH 
folke;  The  second'  was,  she  was  swiftest  m  rynnyng,  that  no  man  myght 

'   liigh.",  MS.  =   Om. 
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fete,  that  no  man)  myght  Rynne  yvith  hire  by  a  grete  ppace,  hut  that 
she  ■wolde  come  to  the  marke  ^longe  afore  him.  Avhen  the  Empero2<r 
sawe  thes  twoo  vertues  in  his  dowter,  he  enioyed'  and?  Avas  glad  in  al 
his  herte ;  an(J  he  made  a  proclamacion)  in  al  that  londe,  that  who 
so  ener  wolde  rin  wM  his  dowter,  and'  come  to  the  marke  afore  hir, 
he  shulde  wed  hir  with  goodis  infinite ;  and'  yf  ther  wer*  eny,  Ipat 
wolde  p?*(yfre  him  selfe  to  Rinne  with  hir,  &  myght  not  wynne  of  hir, 
he  shulde  lese  his  hede.  hei-*  for  lordes  of  estate,  as  dukes,  barons, 
&  knyghte^,  come  thikke,  and?  proferid'  to  Ein  with  hir,  but  Ipere  was 
non)  that  myght  holde  fote  with  here ;  Jie?'for  echon)  for  hir  fayling 
loste  hir 2  hedis,  as  the  lawe  was.  so  fere  was  in  Jie  citee  a  poi'' 
man),  Tpe  wiche  thovght  in  him  selfe,  "  I  am  pore,  and'  comen)  of  lowe 
kj'^nrede ;  &  hit  is  a  comu??  crye  I-made,  that  yf  eny  man)  myght  by 
crafte  or  by  cautile  passe  in  Eynnynge  the  dowter  of  the  Emperoui'',  he 
shulde  wedde  hir,  &  be  hiliche  avauncycJ.  &  jjerefore,  yf  swiche  a 
poi-*  felow  as  I  myght  ouercome  hir  by  cautil,  wherby  that  I  and'  al 
'  leaf  170,  back,  col.  1.  *  his,  MS. 
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over-take  her  by  a  grete  space,  but  ever^  she  come  first  to  the  marke 
that  Vas  sette  by^  the  Emperoui-'.  U  Whan  he  hacB^  perseived?  thise 
ij.  vertues  in^  his  doughtir,  he  was  right  gla(J;  and  he^  did'  m^ke  a 
crie  thurgh  out  his  Empire,  that  yf  any  man  wold'  rynne  with  his 
doughtir,  and  come  rathest*'  to  the  marke  than  she,  he  shuld'  have 
her  to  wyf,  with  infinite  goodes  ;  and  yf  any  man  ranne  with  the 
maiden),'^  and  yf  ^  she  come  sonner*  to  the  marke  than  he,  than  shuld? 
he  lese  his  hede.  IT  'There  were^  dukes.  Barons,  and  knyghtes  of  the 
Empire  'that  herden)  this^"  crie,  and  'anon)  thei  came^^  and  p?-ofere(J 
'hem  to  rynne  with  the  maiden) ;  ^^  so  that  eche  man  ranne  with  the 
maiden) ^^  one  after  anothei'*,  and  the  maiden) ^^  over-ranne  hem  aH,  and 
so  all  thei^*  losten  her  hedes,  as  the  law  wold?.  H  Than  was  there  a 
man  in  Eome,  that  thought  with  in  hym  self,  "  I  am  poore,  and  'no 
gentile  man  borne,  and^^  of  a^*^  vile  bloode  brought  forthe ;  and  'the 
crie  is^'''  made,  that^^  yf  any  man^^  by  any  cautele  'can  over-rynne^*'  the 
maiden)  in  rynning,  he  shall  be  promoted'  vnto^^  grete  richesse.  IT  And 
therfor^^  yf  I  may  by  any  sleight  or  cautele  over-come  her,  I  shuld' 

'  that.         ^  tliey  ranne  to.  '   Om.         ^  of.         *   Om.    .     "  rather. 

'  mayde.         ^   Om.  ^   Om.  '"  hard  the.  "  sone  ther  come  mony, 

"*  the  mayde  to  renne.        '"'  va^yAe passim.        '*  Om.        '^  Om.        '^  Om. 
'^  ther  is  a  [cry].  '°  Om.  '^  Om.         *'  ovircome.         ^'  to.         '^  Om. 
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my  kin  myght  be  enliied?  &  honovricJ,  sothely  hit  wer  a  goode  torne." 
what  dude  he  but  yede,  and?  purveyde  him  of  iij.  cautils ;  scil.  of 
an  honest  Garlonde  of  Eede  Eosys,  in  a  EiaH:  a-Eay ;  the  secounde 
cautille  of  a  silkyn)  gyrdil,  sotilly  I-made ;  for  jje  damyseH  comunely 
lovithe  swiche  fantasijs ;  the  thirde  of  a  sotil  purse  made  of  silke, 
honourid  with  precious  stonis,  and'  in  this  purs  was  a  balle  of  iij. 
colowris,  and?  hit  had'  a  superscripcion),  fat  saide  thus,  Qui  mecum 
ludit,  nnnqtiAvi  de  meo  ludo  saciabitnr,  J)is  is  to  seye,  he  that  pleithe 
■with  me,  shalle  neuer  have  I-nowhe  of  my  pley.  he  putt  vp  in  his 
bosom)  jjes  iij.  lakayns,  &  yede  to  the  yate  of  the  palys,  &  cride,  & 
saide,  "  Come,  fair*  damisel,  I  am  Eedy  to  Eynne  -with  fe,  and'  to  ful- 
fille  the  lawe  in  al  poyntes."  Ancf  when)  thes  wordes  wer*  borne  to 
|>e  'Emperour,  he  comaundicj  his  dowter  to  Einne  yvith  him.  \)e 
damisel  lokid'  oute  at  a  wyndow,  for  to  se  him ;  &  when  she  had!  sen 
him,  she  defied?  him  in  hir  herte,  and'  saide  to  hir  selve,  "Alas  !  pat 
I,  that  have  ou^rcome  so  many  noble  men),  now  shulde  Ej'nne  with 
suche  a  cborlis  sone  as  Jjgu  art ;  neue?')3eles  me  must  fulfiE:  the  wiH 
^of  my  fadir."  She  yede,  &  made  hir  Eedy  to  Een)  with  him,  &  come 
to  him ;  &  bothe  thei  stode  to-geder,  for  to  begynne  to  Eynne.  AntJ 
when)  J)ei  hade  Eonne  a  while,  the  mayde  had'  Eonne  afore  him  a 
grete  weye,     when  that  o])ere  sawe  Jjat,  he  caste  afore  hire  the  fair' 

'  leaf  170,  back,  col.  2. 
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not  only^  be  promotecT,  but  I  myght  helpe  all  my  kynrede."  H  Than 
he  ordeyned'  hym  self*  thre-  cavteles  ;  The  first  was  a  Garloncf  of  Eede 
Eoses  *and  white,  wele  araied';^  The  second'  was  a  GirdeH  of  sUke,  wele 
harneysed';  The  third'  was  a  purse  of  silke,  ^sotelly  arrayed'*  with 
precious  stones,  and  in  the  purse  was^  a  balle  of  iij.  colours,  and  on 
the  balle  was  this  scripture  written,  he  that  shaVi  pleye  wifh.  me,  shaVi 
never  he  fii^A.  of  my  playe.  IT  Thise  iij.  he  put  in  his  bosome,  and 
went  vnto  the  palaj'^s  gate,  criyng,  ''  come,  maiden),  come,  for  I  am 
redy  to  rjnme  with  the."  IF  whan  the  Emperour  hadde  herd'  this'' 
voice,  he  bad'  his  doughtir  to  'make  her  '''redy  to  rynne  ;  and  so^  thei 
ronne  to-gedre,  and  in  shorte^  tyme  the  maiden)  ronne  before  hym. 

'  alle  onl3^       *  of  iij.       ^  Om.       *  alle  sotely  wrought.       *  Oni.       ^  his. 

''  rynne  with  hym.  The  mayde,  whan  she  sawe  hym,  she  dyspysed  hym 
in  her  hert,  and  sayde,  "  Many  noblemen  haue  I  overcome,  and  nowe  shalle  I 
rj'nne,  with  such  an  harlot !  "    Anone   the  mayde  made  her. 

*>  Om.  3  a  lytylle. 
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garlond? ;  and?  as  sone  as  she  sawe  the  faire  garlond'  afore  hir,  then 
she  tornid',  &  toke  it  vp,  and'  sette  it  vppon)  hir  hede,  and'  made  so 
gret  dilectacion)  jiere  in,  Ipat  that  olpere  Ean  fer  afoi''  hir.  when  she 
saw  that,  she  wepte  bitterly,  and'  in  a  grete  wrethe  cast  a-wey  the 
gaiionde,  &  Ean,  &  ouertoke  him.  And'  as  sone  as  she  was  by  liim, 
she  toke  vp  hir  honde,  and'  yafe  him  a  grete  bolfete  vndir  tlie  cheke, 
and  seide,  "  lewde  wrecche,  wel  bysemithe  J)i  siris  sonne  to  wedde 
me  !  "  And'  fer^  she  Ean)  afore.  &  when  he^  saw  that,  he  toke  oute 
a  gyrdille,  and'  caste  it  in  the  same  maner  afore  liir  ayene ;  &  as 
faste  as  sche  had'  a  sight  fere  on),  she  bowed'  downe,  &  toke  it  vp,  & 
gyrde  hir  Jere  with  ;  and'  had'  so  grete  lykyng  pere  in,  pat  she  lefte 
Eynnynge,  &  by  fat  tyme  he  was  fer  afore  hir.  whenne  she  caste 
vp  hir  yen),  &  saw  him,  she  made  grete  lamentacion),  and'  toke  pe  gyrdil 
in  anger,  ancJ  bote  hit  w*t7i  her  tefe  [in  thre]  partis ;  &  Ean  ayene 
in  al  the  myght  pat  was  in  hir,  &  ouertoke  him,  &  yaf  him  a  grete 
boffet,  and'  Eanne  fro  him,  &  saide,  "  what,  harlot !  trowist  thow  to 
Guercome  me  1 "  j)at  opere  was  wily,  &  wold'  not  caste  pe  purs,  vnto 
'  for,  MS.  '  she,  MS 

[Seco7id  Version.     Addit.  MS.  9066.] 

This  wyly  man,  whan  he  sawe  that,  he  cast  the  Garlond'  before  her.^ 
The  maiden,  when  she  saw  the  Garlond',  she  stouped',  and  toke  vj)  the 
Garlond'  from  the  erthe,  and  sette  it  on  her  hede ;  and  had'  grete 
likyng  of  the  Garlond,  and  *taried'  tille^  this  sligh  man  was  ferre^ 
l:iefore.  "*  %  Whan  the  maiden)  sawe  that,  she  wept  bitterly,  and  cast  the 
Garlond'  in  a  depe  dike  ;  and  'than  she^  ranne  swiftly  after  hym,  and 
'over-toke  hym,  and  lifte  vp  her  right  honde,  and  gaf  hym  a  buffet, 
and  badde  hym,  "  abide,  wrecche  !  "  and  said',  "  it  is  nought  semely, 
that  thi  fadirs  sone  shuld'  have  me  to  wyf."  and*"  than  she  ranne 
before  hym'''  right  fast.  IT  That  sawe  this  sleigh ^  man,  and  drew  a 
GirdeH  out  of  his  bosome,  and  cast  it  before  the  maideii).  She  sawe 
the  GirdeH,  and  toke  it  vp,  and  girte  her  with  the  GirdeH  ;  and  hadde 
so  moche  delite  of  the  GirdeH,  that  he  was  before  a  grete  way,  IT  The 
maiden),  whan  she  sawe  that,  she  sorowed',  and  gnewe^  the  GirdeH 
with  her  tethe,  and  brake  it  on  iii.  peces  ;  and  ranne  after  hym^** 
strongly,  and  toke  hym,  and  gaf  hym  a^^  buffette,  and  said',  "  Trowest 
thou,  wrecche,  to  over-come  me?"  and  anon)  she  ranne  before ^^  hym. 

'  the  mayde.         '  so  abode,  that.         '  ronne  wele.         ■•  leaf  13.         *  Oin. 

"■  Om.  1  Om.  «  sleight,  MS.    •  "  toke.  '"  Om. 

"  another.  ^  afore. 
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J)e  tyme  frtt  he  come  ner  Jje  marke ;  and  penne  he  cast  ]je  purse,  as 
lie  dude  pat  othir  thing.  &  thenne  she  rest  ayen),  &  toke  it  vp,  & 
openy(J  hit,  &  toke  oute  the  balle,  and'  Eadde  the  superscripciou), 
sell,  he  that  pleithe  with  me,  shaH  neue?'  be  suffisid'  of  my  pley. 
And?  tho  she  began)  to  pley  with  the  balle  so  longe,  pat  pe  logeler 
was  afor*  at  the  marke ;  and'  so  tho  she  made  muche  lamentacioune ; 
&  he  weddid'  hir,  &  had'  grete  Eichesses,  as  the  lawe  wolde. 

MOBALITEB. 

inp~\  Ere  frendes,  pis  Emperoure  is  oure  lorde  Ihesu  Crist;  pe  fair" 

I    i  dowte?-  is  pe  soule  of  man,  made  like  him  selfe,  &  clansid'  fro 

1  /   original  synne  by  baptyme  ;  &  hit  is  swyfte  in  Eynnynge,  sct7. 

goode  werkes,  Avhile  that  he  is  in  his  innocense,  &  pat  so  swifte,^  that 

no  dedely  synnys  may  ouercome  hir ;  &  so  thei  lese  hir  hedes,  scil.  hii' 

power*,  whenne  pat  pey  maye  not  ouercome  hir.     pe  por*  man)^  pat 

Imagenithe  pes  cautilis,  is  the  devil,  pe  which  studijthe  nyght  &  day 

to  ouercome  innocence;  and'  perfor  he  purveithe  him  of  iij.  cavtilis,  first 

of  a  garlonde.   [By]  the  garlonde  we  maye  vndirstonde  pryde,  &  by  this 

Eeson),  For  a  garlonde  is  not  sett  on  the  arme,  ne-.in  non)  opere  party 

of  the  body  ;  hit  is  I-sette  vpon)  the  hede,  for  it  shulde  be  sene.     in 

'  leaf  171,  col.  1.  *  swfte,  MS. 
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H  This^  logelei-'  was  wyly,  and  cast  the  pujse  before  'her.  The  maiden)  ^ 
saw  the  purse,  and  opened'  it ;  and  founde  a  balle,  and  radde  the 
scripture  on^  the  balle ;  IT  That  was  this,  who*  that  playeth  with  me, 
shaH  never  be  fuH  of  my  playe.  And  she  beganne  to  play  with  the 
Balle,  and  so  longe  she  played'  with  the  Balle,  that  the  logelei'*  came 
before  her  to  the  marke ;  and  so  he  had'  her  to  be  his^  wyf*. 

IT  Declaracio.  Frendes,  this  Empe roiu-'  is  oure  lord'  Ihe,su  Crist ; 
the  faire  doughtir  is  the  soule,  made  by  likenesse  of  god'.  She  is 
swifte  in  rynnyng  to  gode  vertues,  while  she  dwelleth.  in  her  Inno- 
cence,  that  no  man,  that  is  to  sey,  no  dedly  synne,  may  overcome  her. 
IT  This  wyly  man,  this  logeler*,  that  is  conien)  of  vile  bloode,  is  the 
deveH,  that  aH  way  studies  to  brynge  downe  Innocentes  in  to  synne. 
II  First  he  ordeyned'  liym  of  iij.  cavteles,  that  is,  a  Garlond',  by  the 
whiche  Ave  shall  vndirstonc?  pride,  for  this  reason).  A  Garlond'  is  not 
put  on  the  arme,  nor  on  the  foote,  but  vpon  the  bede,  that  it  may  be 

'  The.  *  the  mayde.     She.  '  of.  '  He.  ■'  Om. 
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the  same  wyse  wol  the  prowde  man  be  sen,  &  sprede  his  hemmys ; 
and?  fere  fore  seithe  Austine,  Cum  siq^evhum  videris,  filium  dlaholl 
esse  non  duhites,  fis  is  to  sey,  when  thowe  seist  a  proude  man),  doute 
the  not  fou  seest  the  sonne  of  the  devel.  J5erefore  when  the  devil 
castithe  this  garlonde  of  pryde  in  thin  yen),  wepe,  as  did'  the  damisel ; 
&  do  of  that  garlonde  of  pryde,  and'  caste  it  into  the  diche  of  con- 
trucion),  &  so  fou  shalt  yeve  fe  devil  a  buffet,  &  oue?-come  him. 
Thenne  whenne  fe  devil  seejje  fat  he  is  ouercome,  he^  temptithe  a 
man  yn  an  nofere  synne,  &  castithe  afore  him  a  gurdil  of  lecheri ;  of 
whiche  mane?*  girdd  thus  seithe  Gregorius,  Cingite  lumbos  vestros  in 
Castitate,  fis  is  to  seye,  or  fis  is  to  vndirstonde,  Gurdife  youre  lendys 
in  chastite.  for  who  so  euer  is  gyrd'  yriih  the  gyrdeH  of  lechery, 
certenlye  he  levithe  the  Eynnyng  of  goode  lyf,  &  is  ouercome  with 
the  devil ;  as  the  Apostle  seithe.  Nullum  Ojncs  bonnva  sine  Castitate, 
J)is  is  to  seye,  J5e?'e  is  no  gode  werke  with  oute  Chastite.  &  ther-for 
do  as  she  did? ;  smite  the  gurdiH  in  thre,  scil.  in  prayei'',  fastyng,  and' 
almesdede,  and?  withe  oute  dowte,  fenne  fou  shalt  ouercome  the 
devil.  Aftir  ward'  this  poi''  ^man),  scil.  fe  deuil,  castithe  forthe  a 
purs  with  a  baUe, — what  is  that  1  ye  wit  wel  a  purs  is  opin  above, 
and'  shut  be-nethe,  &  that  betokenithe  the  hart  of  man,  that  shulde 

1  and  he,  MS.  *  leaf  171,  col.  2. 
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sayn).  ^  Eight  so  the  proude  man  wold?  be  seen  alway,  and  therfore 
thei  maken)  hem  self*  gaye;  IF  And  therfore  agayn)  proude  men  speketh 
seynt  Austyn),  and  seieth,  whan  thou  seest  a  proude  man,  doute 
not  but  that  he  is  the  devels  sone.  Therfore  do  thou  as  the  maideu) 
did' ;  wepe  for  thi  synne,  and  put  downe  the  Garlond'  of  pride,  and' 
put  it  in  the  diche  of  contriccion),  and  so  thou  shalt  yeve  the  deveH 
a  buffette,  and  overcome  hym.  IT  Than  the  deveH  seeth  that  he  is 
overcome  in  one  synne.  Than  he  temptetfi  hym  with  another ;  and 
than  he  cast  before  man  or  woman  the  GirdeH  of*  lechery.  Who  so 
is  girte  with  this  Girdeli  he  leveth  the  course  of*  ^ goode  lyf*,  and  so  is 
overcome  of  the  deveH ;  H  For  the  appostle  seith.  There  is  no  goode 
werke  with  oute  chastite.  do  Therfore  as  the  maiden)  did' ;  devoide 
the  GirdeH  in  iij.  parties,  that  is,  into  praier,  fastyng,  and  almesdede  j 
And  than  thou  shalt  overcome  the  deveH.  II  The  purse  with  the  BaUe 
is  open  above,  and  shitte  byneth,  and  it  betokeneth  thyn)  hert,  that 

'  leaf  13,  back. 
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euer  "be  opyn)  to  hevenly  tliinge^,  &  shut  to  Erthely  thinges.  J)e  twoo 
cordis,  that  seruithe  to  Opyn)  ]3e  purs,  &  to  shitte,  signifiethe  love  of 
gO($  &  of  thi  neyboiu'' ;  the  bal  that  is  Rounde,  &  colovrid!  so 
diue?'selye,  betokenithe  the  vice  of  covetice,  that  is  meuid?  as  wel  in 
the  olde  as  in  the  yonge  ;  and!  perefor  the  Eeson)  that  is  wretin)  aboute 
is  treAve,  wher  it  is  I-seyde,  Qui  mecum  ludit,  nvinquam  saciahitur, 
for  the  covetouse  man)  can)  neue?*  be  fillid'.  &  ther-fore  lete  vs  be 
ware  that  we  pleye  not  yfiih  the  balle  of  covetise,  as  she  dude ;  for 
yf  we  forsake  god',  &  yeve  vs  to  t^'onsetorie  godis,  and'  vanites, 
sothely  we  shul  neue/*  fienne  come  to  the  glorie  of  ene?*lastynge  lyf. 
Ad  g-uam  &c. 

[XXXIII.  ] 
DOMICIAIsTUS  A  WYSE  YM-PEROUR. 

OF    THE    TOUNG    KNIGHT    WHO    HAD    THREE    FRIENDS,    AND    HOW   HE 
TRIED    THEM.       HARL.  MS.  7333.) 

DOmicianus  Eeigned?  a  wise  Empero?i>'  in  Jje  cetee  of  Eome,  &  in 
his  Empyer*  was  a  gentil  knight,  fe  whiche  ha(J  only  asonne,  that 

{Second  Version.     Addit.  MS.  9066.] 

alway  owith  to  be  shitte  by-nethe,  that  is,  to  thise  erthely  thynges,  and 
open  ^  above  to  hevenly  thynges.  The  strenges  of  the  purse  to  open) 
and  to  shitte  betokeneth  the  love  of  god?,  and  of  our  Eme-cristen). 
The  Balle,  that  is  rounde,  and  is  cast  from  one  to  another,  betokeneth 
Covetise,  that  is,  aH  way  stered',  as  well  in  olde  and  yonge ;  therfore 
it  hath  a  supe?-scripcion),  the  whiche  is  this,  he  that  shaH  playe  with 
me,  shaH  never  be  fuU  of  my  playe,  That  is,  Covetise,  that  no  man 
shaH  never  be  fuH  therof*.  II  And  therfore  Senek*  seith,  whan  aUe 
synnes  wexe  olde,  Covetise  alone  wexeth  yonge.  IT  And  therfore  studie 
we  not  for  to  playe  withe  the  balle  of  Covetise,  as  the  maiden)  did', 
for  whi?  yf  we  forsake  worldly  thynges,  that  are  transitorye  and 
passyng  forthe  before  god',  we  mowe  come  to  everlastyng  blisse  in 
heven.     Amen. 

[  XLII.    leaf  57,  hacTc.  ] 

There  was  a  man)  that  had!  a  sone,  ancB  sterid'  his  sone  to  gete 
hym)  frendes,  while  his  fadir  was  alyve.     the  sone  saw  thre  negh- 

'  open  it,  MS. 
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he  mcclie  lovid!.  lu  a  tyme  fis  sonne  come  to  him,  and'  saiJe,  "  fadir 
I  am  a  yong  maii) ;  sothely,  yf  it  be  youre  wille,  I  wollu  go  a-bo\vte 
to  castelles^  &  kyngdomes,  &  purchase  me  frendes,  ]>at  I  may,  when 
ye  beth  gon)  henys  oute  of  this  woiide,  haue  knowlech."  "  yis," 
quod'  the  fadir,  "  liit  shal  wele  hke  me,  so  Ipat  ]jou  shew  to  me,  wheii) 
thow  comyst  ayene,  what  frendes  jjow  hast  getyn)."  Jjenne  seide  he, 
"  yi.s,  fadir,  Jii  wille  in  that  cas  shalle  be  fulfillid."  The  yonge  mail) 
travaylid'  by  certeyne  kyngdomis,  contreis,  &  cetees ;  &  at  the  ende 
of  iij.  yeer*  he  come  home  to  his  fadir.  &  pe  fadir  was  hili  gladdid' 
with  his  p;'esence,  &  seide,  "  sonne,  how  seist  thow  ]  hast  Jjow  pur- 
chasid'  eny  frendes?"  "ye,  sir,"  he  saide,  "[I  have]  founden)  iij. 
frendes  sithe  I  yede ;  and'  the  first  frende  1  loue  more  than  my  selfe, 
and'  ther-fore  I  wold'  for  his  love  shede  my  blode,  yf  nede  wei-* ; 
2 the  secounde  I  love  as  moche  as  my  selfe ;  But  the  third'  I  love 
litil,  in  syght  of  the  ojjcre."  |jenne  seide  J)e  fadir,  "  sone,  hast  thow 
previd'  ony  of  thes  iij.  frende*-  ] "  "  J^ay,  sir,"  quod'  he.  }3enne 
quod'  the  fadir,  "  do  pou  aftir  my  counsaiH,  &  hit  shall  like  the. 
Go,  &  slee  a  Sweyne,  &  put  it  in  a  sacks ;  and'  at  mydnyte  [go]  to 
J)e  firste^  frende,  &  sey  to  him,  '  deer*  Frende,  help  me  nowe  in  my 
grete  nede,  for  thorow  chaunce  I  have  slayne  a  man),  and'  he  is  hei'' 

•  Castell,  MS.  '  leaf  171,  back,  col.  1.  '  fiste,  MS. 
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bores,  that  he  thought  to  hym)  shuld'  be  necessarie.  he  askid  of 
oon),  how  he  myght  by  his  frendship  ?  He  seide,  "  I  am)  rich 
Enoughe,  but  me  nedes  werkmeri) ;  if  thou  wilte  bynde  the  to  my 
werke,  I  wil  be  thy  frende."  he  bownde  hym,  and'  wrought  longe 
tyme  greuously  for  hjan.  Afterward'  he  asked'  of  anothere  the  same, 
and'  he  saide,  he  was  but  pore,  but  and'  he  wolde  gyfe  hym)  mekiH, 
he  w^olde  be  his  frende.  and'  so  he  did',  for  ofte  sithe  he  fedde  hyni», 
and"  gafe  hym  large  giftes.  Also  he  askict  of  the  thrid',  how  he 
myght  by  his  frendship  ?  He  answerid',  and'  seide,  he  had'  no  nede 
of  moneye  ne  of  werkmen),  but  he  shall  fait  downe  to  his  fote,  and' 
do  hym  homage,  and'  do  to  hym  as  to  his  lorde,  as  a  se?*uaunte  shuld' 
do,  and'  than  he  shuld'  be  his  frende.  and'  he  did'  so.  wbaix)  this 
was  done,  the  sone  seide  to  his  fadire,  that  he  had  iij.  frendes.  The 
Fadir  bade  hym)  saye  to  his  frende,  that  he  w^as  outelawed'  of  the 
kyng*  for  treason) ;  and'  so  he  shuld'  prove  his  frendes  of  helpe.  The 
Sonne  come  to  the  fyrste  frende,  and'  asked'  helpe  of  his  disese ;  and' 
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vpon)  my  backe  in  a  sacke  ; '  &  tlieii)  thow  slialt  see  what  thi  frend^ 
wol  sey  to  the.     Aftir  tliat,  go  to  ])i  secoiinde  frende,  and  so  to  the 
thirde ;  and'  write  al  hir  aunsweris  in  thin  herte."     )?e  Sonne  yede, 
as  the  fadir  saide  to  him ;  and  at  niydnite  he  com)  to  the  yate  of  the 
firste  frende,  fe  whiche  )3at  he  lovid  more  than  him  selfe,  &  cnockid^ 
at  his  gate.     Anon)  as  his  frende  harde  hi??i  cnocke,  he  Eos,  &  lete 
him  in,  &  seide,  "  frende,  fou  art  welcom)."     "  A !    frende,"  quod^ 
that  oJje7-e,  "  I  am  come  to  the  in  my  grete  nede,  for  I  love  thi  bodye 
more  than  my  selfe,  and'  jjcrefore  socoure  me  in  this  myschieff ;  for 
I  have  thorow  vnhappe  slayh)  a  man),  &  he  is  her*  vppoh)  my  backe 
in  a  sacke ;  and'  ferefore,  I  pray  the,  that  thow  wolt  hide  him,  & 
hele  the  cors  of  this  dede  man)  in  some  prive  place  of  thin  house ; 
for  yf  fe  cors  be  founde  with  me,  doutles  I  mot  be  hongi(J  for  him." 
"  ye,"  quod'  the  ofere,  "  thowhe  thowe  were  my  fadir,  I  wolde  not 
do  that  for  the ;    for  sithe  thow  hast  slayne  the  man),  thow  art© 
worthi  to  be  dampnid'  for  him.     !N"eue?-]jeles,  for  the  gret  frendshipe 
Jiat  bathe  I-be  a-twene  vs  her*  afore  by  longe  tyme,  I  shalle  yeve  to 
the  ij.  ellene  of  lynone  clothe,  for  to  lappe  in)  or  for  to  keueryn)  Jiy 
body,  when  that  thow  arte  hongid'."     Thenne  the  yonge  man)  yede 
to  jjrtt  othir  frende,  that  he  louicj  as  moche  as  him  selfe,  and'  knockic? 
at  his  yate.     Anon)  when)  he  harde  fe  cnokkyng,  he  ros,  &  openycJ 
J»e  doi'',  &  kyste  him,  and'  worschipfully  Ressey vid  him.    J5enne  spake 
the  yonge  man,  &  saide,  "  A  !    goode  frende,  helpe  me  nowe  in  my 
grettest  nede  Jiat  I  euer  had'.     I  have  thorowe  Encomberment  slayne 
a  man,^  and'  he  is  here  with  me,  and'  Jjer-fore,  for  al  the  frenshipe  that 
is  be-twene  the  &  me,  leye  him  in  simi  previ  place  of  thin  house  ;  for 

'  leaf  171,  back,  col.  2. 
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when)  he  had  herde  that  he  had  done  a  cryme  agaynes  the  kyng^,i 
he  seide,  "  This  I  shaH  do  to  the,  I  shaH  caste  oute  of  myn)  house 
the  t/v<ytoure  of  the  kyng^,  and'  I  shaH  take  what  I  may  of  J)i 
goodes."  Tlie  seconde  frende  seide,  "  the  kynges  traytoure  I  shaii 
lede  to  prisoun),  and'  there  shaH  I  sette  hym  faste  by  the  fete,  in  a 
depe  pitte."  Tlie  thrid'  seide,  "  I  shaH  lede  the  kynges  t?*rtytoure  to 
the  galowes,  and'  there  shaH  I  hange  hym)  vppe."  The  sone  come 
home,  and'  tolde  his  fadire  what  his  frendes  had'  seide.     The  fadir 

'  the  kyng*    the  kyng<    MS. 
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yf  he  be  founde  withe  me,  I  am  Tmt  dede."  "N'ay,"  quod  that 
opere,  "  that  Jjou  canst  not  make  me  do ;  bei-*  hun  hens,  &  make  the 
niuiy  with  him, — whi  woldist  thow  slee  him]  But  yette^  frende,  I 
shalle  tel  the,  I  woUe  not  have  a-do  withe  him ;  [but]  for  the  grete 
love  pat  hath  I-be  be-twene  vs  twoo,  I  shalle  go  with  the  to  the 
iebet ;  and'  aftirwarcf  I  shaH  pz^^'veye  me  of  an  nopere  frende."  pe 
yonge  man)  was  hevy  with  thes  wordes ;  and'  yede  to  ano|>CT'e  frende, 
8cil.  him  J)at  he  lovid'  but  litle,  &  cnockid'  at  the  yate.  he  ros  vp, 
as  sone  as  he  harde  his  voyse,  anct  lete  him  in,  &  kiste  him,  ant? 
saide,  "  frend',  pat  is  halfe  my  soule,  welcome  be  pou  to  me ! " 
fenne  saide  that  oper,  "  sothelye  I  am)  ashamecP  to  speke  with  the, 
for  I  have  do  litle  for  pe,  or  ellis  nought,  neuer  in  al  my  lyve ;  ant? 
ferefore  with  grete  shame  I  may  shew  the  myn)  eronde."  "  ye, 
hardly,"  seide  that  opcre,  "  shew  me  what  thow  wolte."  "  For 
sothe,"  quod!  that  oper,  "  I  have  vnhapj^ili  slayne  a  man),  &  hei''  I 
bei''  his  body  on)  my  bak,  ancJ  fere-fore,  I  p?-rtye  the,  heipe  me  in 
this  gret  nede,  anc?  yf  ye  wolde  hide  the  bodye  in  youre  house,  ye 
myte  not  do  for  me  a  better  torne,  for  yf  it  be  founde  with  me,  I  am 
but  dedc."  "  ^ay,"  quocf  that  opere,  "  I  woUe  not  hide  the  body, 
but  I  wolle  dye  for  the  to  morow  on)  the  lubet ;  and  f e7"efore,  I 
praye  the,  love  thowe  neuer  frende  so  Avel  as  me  aftir  my  dethe,  but 
yf  he  wolle  dye  for  the,  as  I  shalle."  when  the  yonge  man  hard' 
him  sey  pus,  he  felle  downe  on)  his  knees,  &  praide  him  that  he 
Avolde  for-yevft  him,  pat  he  had  lovid  the  opere  twoo  frendes  so 
moche,  and  liim  so  litle  or  not. — "  and  ther-for  fro  hens  for^vard  I 
shaH  neuer  love  my  solve  so  moche  as  pe."     [The]  ope?*e  tooke  him 

•  ytte,  MS. 
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seide,  "  sone,  thou  haste  no  frende  ;  for  the  fyrste  frende  is  a  frende 
of  name.  The  seconde  is  a  frende  atte  mete,  The  thrid  is  an)  Enemy  at 
nede."  than)  seide  the  fadir,  "  sone,  go  to  my  frende  alone  that  I 
haue,  pat  is,  the  sone  of  god,  Ihesu  Criste,  and  telle  hjau)  thy 
cause."  The  sonjje^  did'  so.  llianne  his  faders  frende  saide,  "if* 
thou  haue  any  thefte,  bryng-*  it  to  me,  and  if  it  be  treason),  putt  it  to 
me;  and  I  shaH  dey  for  the,"  Thai])  this^  was  demyd  a  frende 
alone,  amonge  aH  other. 

•  leaf  58.  "  he  this,  MS. 
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by  the  necke,  &  kiste  him ;  &  he  yede  home,  &  tolde  his  fadir  how 
it  was  with  fe  iij.  frendes,  &c. 

MORALITEB. 

1  /~NJ  Ood!  men,  this  'Em^erour  is  the  fadir  of  hevene ;  by  the  knyght 
I  -|-  biit[he]  viidersto??de  prelatis  of  holy  chirche ;  by  the  sonne  is 
V^  vndu'stonde  euery  Cristeii)  man.  AncJ  so  many  of  vs  getithe 
vs  frendes,  but  thei  faylithe  vs  in  oure  nede ;  anct  fere-fore  seithe  fe 
■wise  man,  Est  amicus  mens,  et  non  permanebit  in  fempone  necessitatis, 
This  is  to  seye,  ther  is  a  frende  at  the  table  or  at  the  mete  borde, 
the  wiche  "wolle  not  or  shal  not  abide  in  tyme  of  nede.  J?e  furste 
frende,  that  thow  lovist  more  than)  thi  selve,  is  this  worlde ;  for  we 
sethe  eueiy  day  that  men)  wolle  for  the  worlde,  &  -worldly  thinges  to 
be  hadde,  putte  hem  selve  in  penlis  of  see,  in  perelles  of  bataiit,  and? 
of  dampnacioiine.  AncD  ther-for  it  is  wel  I-pr^vid',  that  thei  lovijje 
more  the  worlde  than  hem  selve,  but  in  tyme  of  nede,  scil.  of  deth, 
when  the  soule  shalle  passe  fro  the  bodye,  aftir  the  wille  of  god,  & 
fat  pe  body  be  yevin  to  wormes,  thenne  the  worlde,  fat  f owe  louist 
so  muche,  shaUe  fade  fe ;  In  so  muche  that  yf  fou  have  too  eU.es  of 
lynon)  clothe,  to  lappe  thi  body  Inne,  it  is  a  grete  thing.  The 
secounde  frende,  that  thow  louist  as  muche  as  thi  selve,  is  thi  wyfe 
&  thi  childerine,  the  whiche  in  tyme  of  dethe  wil  go  wM  the  to  the 
sepulcure,  ancJ  wepin  a  litle  for  the,  but  when)  fou  arte  in  the  erthe, 
fey  gothe  home,  anct  studiethe  whom  they  mow  have  in  tlii  stede. 
The  thirde  frende,  that  thow  lovist  so  litle,  is  oure  lorde  Ihesu 
Criste,  for  yf  thowe  come  to  him  vfith  a  clene  herte,  in  tyme  of  thi 
nede,  he  wolle  not  fayle  the ;  &  f erefore  it  is  I-seyde,  In  qtiaciimqne 
hora  peccator  ingemuerit,  salvus^  erit,  fis  is  to  seye,  in  what  hour' 
'  leaf  172,  col.  1.  *  sains,  MS. 
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[Declaracio].  The  fyrste  frende  is  the  worlde,  or  Ellys  money, 
for  the  which  man)  consumys  hym  self  nyght  and  day,  in  laboiire 
and?  besynesse.  The  seconde  frende  is  the  fiessh,  and  fiesly  frendes, 
that  ressayuen)  largly  fedyng^  and  clothyng^ ;  but  they  ledde  hym) 
vnto  the  prisons,  that  is,  the  grave,  and  casten)  hym  into  the  pitte. 
The  thrid'  fre??d  is  the  deuyH,  that  ledes  hym  vnto  the  dome,  there 
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the  syniii??-  Avaylitlie,  or  is  soiy  for  his  synns,  he  shalle  be  saf.     Aim? 

jjerefore  when  the  synne?*  deservic?  by  his  wickednesse  euerlasting 

dethe,  thenne  Crist,  goddis  Sonne  come,  &  toke  dethe  for  him  on) 

the  lubet  off*  Jie  crosse.     And'  ])efior',  goode  siris,  lat  vs  bowe  OAvre 

^  knees,  and'  aske  mercy  of  him,  that  we  plesid'  thes  othu'  two  so 

moche,  &  him  so  litle,  put  is  an  vnmutable  frende,  a  gentil  frende,  & 

a  myghty  frende.     ]N"ow  pray  we  him  enterly  to  be  oure  frende,  whos 

frenshipe   neuer  failithe,   Qui  cum  patre  et   sjnritu   sancto  omnia 

regit  secula.     Amen. 

'  leaf  172,  col,  2. 
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to  accuse  hym),  and?  to  hange  hym  with  hym  in  belle.  Bnt  the 
foiirte  frende,  that  is  criste,  the  which  is  a  sykere  frende  alone,  that 
for  his  frendes  sulfred?  dethe ;  he  is  a  trew  frende  alone,  amonge  ali 
othere,  and'  non)  so  trew  as  he.     Amen  &c. 


[  XXXIV.  ] 
AGIOS  A  WISE  EMP^iZOUEE. 

(the  allegory  op  mercy,  truth,  justice  &  PEACE.) 

Agios  was  a  wyse  Emperowr  Eeignynge  in  the  citee  of  Rome;  the 
wliiche  lord'  had'  iiij.  dowt<?ris,  of  Aviche  on)  was  clepid'  Mercy, 
Jie  seconnde  sothefastnesse,  the  thirde  Ryghtwyssenes,  and'  the 
iiij.  Pes.'^  he  also  hacP  a  sone  passyngly  wyse  and'  witty,  and'  was  clepid' 
vsias,  and'  no  man  myght  be  likenid'  to  him  in  no  kynne  sciens.  he 
had?  also  a  sarvaunt  with  him,  Avhom  he  moche  avauncid',  and'  that 
w^t7^outen  ony  eleseruinge.  So  the  Emperoure'  in  this  maner  is  thought 
in  a  certeyne  day  to  preve  pat  sarvaunt,  &  seide  to  him,  "  der*  frend', 
I  have  hili  avanncyd?  the  to  grete  dignitee,  and'  pereior  thow  arte  the 
more  be-holden)  to  me.  I  com??«ytte  here  to  thi  kepynge  swiche  a 
contree ;  and',  sir,  yf  thow  kepe  it  wele,  pan  shalt  have  more 
avauncement;  and'  in  the  ofer  syde,  yf  I  fynde  in  the  eny  man^?-  of 
tresoune,  pou  shalte  suflfre  ther-fore  pe  foulest  detlie."  }5enne  spalce 
fat  opere,  and  seide,  "sir,  in  al  that  I  can  or  may  I  shalle  fulfille 

'  pitee,  MS. 
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your  wille."     Sone  aftir  that  he  had!  be  gori)  to  this  contree,  he  dud? 
trespas  &  transgressiouns  a-yenste  pe  wille  &  comaundement  of  the 
lorde.     when)  the  Emperoure  harde  telle  f>is,  he  come  thidir,  and' 
put  a  defaute  to  this  forsaide  sarvaunt ;  the  sarvaunte  was  provde, 
&  sturdy,  and?  yaf  but  litle  credence  to  him.     Then  fe  Em])eroiir 
beynge  in  gret  wrethe,  for  violacion)  of  his  p?'ecepte  &  comaundement, 
callid'  to  him  iiij.  cruell  tormentours,  and'  comaundict  to  on)  of  hem, 
fat  he  &  his  felowes  shoulde  bynde  him  honde  &  fote,  &  caste  him 
in  presouue ;  ^  to  the  secounde  he  comaundid'  to  helde  him  qwyke  ; 
and'  to  the  thirde  &  to  the  iiij.  he  comaundid',  that  thei  shulde  finally 
sle  him.     Thenne  thes  tormentoures  purposyng  to  fulfille  the  com- 
aundment    of   the  Emperoure,  Thei   toke  tliis  wrechic?  man),   and' 
turmentid'  him  -wiiJi  al  maner  of  peynis.     And'  hit  happid',  that  on) 
of  the  dowteres,  scil.    Ipat  is  to  sey,  mercy,  yede  by  the  p?-esoune  J)e 
same  tyme,  &  as  she  harde  this  man)  crye  in  peynis,  she  raii)  to  the 
prison,  &  lokid'  in,  and'  sawe  this  man)  in  tormentes  a-monge  filke 
tormentoz«-s ;  &  when  she  sawe  jjat  piteful  sight,  she  myght  not  but 
have  pyte, — for  hit  is  Jje  p?-opirte  of  mercy  to  have  pite  &  compas- 
sion).    &  so  she  Eente  of  the  clothinge.s  of  hir  body,  &  of  hir  hede, 
and'  pullid'  of  hir  heer*,  and  yellid,  and  cride  ;  and'  Eanne  ^yith  alle 
hu'  myght  to  hir  fadir,  the  Enip<?ro;(?',  and  knelid'  to  him,  and  seide, 
"  Alas  !  my  dere  fadir,  am  I  not  thi  dowter,  and'  art  fiow  not  mercy- 
fulle  ]     have  mercy  of  suche  a  sarvaunt ;  for  yf  fow  have  no  mercy 
of  him,  fiou  art  not  mercyf  alle,  and'  yf  thow  be  not  mercyfulle,  withe 
oute  dowte  jjow  shalt  not  have  me  Jjy  dowter."     Anon)  come  hir 
syster  sothefastnesse,  and'  askid  of  hir  fadir  whi  hir  suster  wepte  so  1 
"  for  me?'cy,  fii  suste?',"  quod'  he,  "  wol  algatis  fiat  I  liave  mercy  of 
this  man)  in   presoune."      Then  seide  sothefastnes,  vfith   a   Sterne 
countenauns,  "  I^ay,  fadir,  late  it  not  be  so.     god'  forbede  fat  fowe 
yeve  him  mercy,  for  am  not  I  thi  dowter  sothefastnes  or  trutlie  1 
And'  thow  hast  euer  be  trewe  &  sothefast,  &  it  is  truthe  that  he  have 
peyne  &  dethe,  ferefor,  fadir,  pursue  trewthe,  as  thow  hast  be  holden) 
hei""  afore ;  for  yf  thow  pursue  not  truthe,  thow  shalt  not  have  me 
thi  dowter  no  moi^"     Thus  as  me?'cy  and'  sothefastnesse  Aver*  togeder 
in  str}^,  come  the  thirde  dowter,  scil.  Eightwisnesse ;  and'  for  she 

'  leaf  172.  back.  col.  1. 
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hard'  swiclie  noyse  amonge  hem,  she  askiJ  of  Sothefastnesse,  hir  sister, 
what  was  the  cause  1  And?  for  sothefastnesse  myght  not  telle  but 
trewfe,  she  seide,  "  Oure  sister,"  quo^  she,  "namycJ  mercy,  wolle 
algates  that  cure  fadir  have  mercy  of  this  traytoiu''  in  fe  p^-esoune." 
Anon)  Eight wisnesse  ran)  to  hir  fader,  ancJ  saide,  "  fadir,  am  not  I 
liight^vj^snesse  fi  dowter,  and  thi  selfe  art  callicP  Eightwis  ?  Ancf 
ferefor,  ^ fadir,  do  &  shewe  Eightwisnesse  m  this  trespasoui^,  for  yf  f>ou 
do  not,  ne  wolt  not  shewe  no  right,  fow  shalt  not  have  me  to  thi 
dowte?'."  thenne  the  fourthe  dowter,  scil.  Pes,^  herynge  this  dis- 
cencion)  a-twene  hem,  and?  that  mercy,  hir  sistre,  myght  not  opteyne 
ne  prevayle  in  hir  purpose,  she  for-soke  al  the  Empeyi'',  and'  yede  into 
anojjere  fer  contree.  And  when)  the  Emperoure  hard  telle  how  that 
she  was  gon)  ther-fore  out  of  his  londe,  and  saw  swiche  a  distaunce 
amonge  the  systeres,  he  wist  not  what  was  beste  to  done ;  for  yf  he 
turne  to  me?'cye,  he  shulde  offende  truthe  &  Eightwysnesse,  and  yf 
he  folow  the  wille  of  truthe  and  of  EyghtAvisnesse,  he  shulde 
not  have  mercy  and  pes  to  his  dowte?'es.  he  clepid  to  hi?^  liis 
wise  sone,  and  vpon)  this  mater  askid  his  counseitt.  "  Fadir,"  quod 
the  sone,  "  com??2ytte  this  mater  to  me,  &  I  shalle  take  good 
vengeaunce  of  this  trespassoz^r,  and  bring  home  a-yene  pes,  fi  dowter." 
Then  seide  the  Emperoure,  "  A !  der^  sonne,  this  is  a  grete  promis- 
sioun)  that  thowe  makest  to  me,  yf  thou  fulfille  it  in  dede,  that  thowe 
seist,  and  ferefore,  sone,  I  shatt  do  as  thow  askist."  The  fadir  yaf 
al  his  pouei^  to  his  sonne.  Then  the  sonne  callid  his  sustir  mercy, 
and  toke  hir  w/t/i  him,  and  Eonne  to-gedir  ouer  hillis  and  dalis, 
til  tyme  that  thei  come  to  the  casteH,  wher*  the  sarvaunt  laye  in 
prisoune  ;  &  thenne  he  myght  not  but  have  pitee  of  him,  for  he  hadde 
mercy  with  him,  and  jjerefore  he  hadde  no  power'  but  to  take  him 
oute  of  presoune,  and  p?'esentid  him  to  his  fadir.  And  when)  pes 
harde  telle  howe  hir  brothir  had  browte  ayene  fe  trespassoure,  she 
come  a-yene  to  the  Empyi^ ;  &  the  sone  made  acorde  a-monge  the 
susteris,  and  that  mercy  &  truthe  mette  to-gedir,  Eightwisnesse  &  pes 

hathe  I-kyste. 

'  leaf  172,  back,  col.  2.  '  pite,  MS, 
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MORALITEE, 

DEre  Frendes,  this  Emp^roure  is  the  fadir  of  hevin ;  the  trans- 
gressoiire,  that  Eesseyved*  pe  contree,  was  Adam,  the  first  fadir, 
that  dude  ayene  the  comaundement  of  god',  when  that  he  yete 
of  the  appiH  ;  and*  ther-for  he  was  ^  yoven  to  iiij.  tormentoures.  the 
firste  tormento?«',  jjat  sette  him  in  presoune,  is  fe  p?7'son)  &  the  exile 
of  this  p>-esent  lyf ;  and'  ther-fore  it  is  wretin)  and  saide  thus,  Heic 
mihi !  2  quia  incolatns  ?neus  prolongatus  est,  this  is  to  seye,  "  Alas  ! 
for  my  dwellynge  place  is  proloyned'  or  y-made  fer,^  st'^7.  ioye  of 
paradys,  that  was  lost  by  synne.  The  secounde  Tormentozw,  fat 
hilde  him,  is  the  wrecchidnesse  of  this  worlde,  the  wiche  Torme?itiJ)e 
vs  wi't/i  almaner  of  peynis  &  wrecchidnesses.  The  thirde,  that 
slowhe  him,  is  dethe,  fe  whiche  iugylithe  and*  sleithe  vs  alle.  The 
iiij.  fat  devourithe  him,  bethe  wormes ;  for  when  a  man  deyithe,  he 
is  yevin  to  the  mete  of  wormes.  And?  therfore  the  iiij.  tormento?</'s 
of  this  worlde  bethe  fe  preson)  of  tins  worlde  or  exil,  Jje  wreccliid- 
nesse  of  the  worlde,  dethe,  and  wormes ;  the  whiche  wolle  have 
vengeau«s  and  peyne,  for  trespas  of  the  first  man),  vnto  the  ende  of  the 
worlde.  for  the  preson)  holdife  vs,  wrecchidnesse  of  the  worlde 
bryngithe  in  alle  evelis,  defe  slefe  vs,  &  wormes  gna^vife  ^  vs.  but 
oure  lorde  Ihesu  Crist,  sone  of  the  hie  Empe?*OMr,  toke  me;-cy  w/t/i 
him,  and  lepte  one?'  hillis  and  dalis,  sc«7.  fat  is  to  seye,  the  wrecchid- 
nesses of  this  worlde,  and  enterid  the  prisoune  of  helle,  &,  toke  vs 
oute.  whenne  mercy  sawe  this,  that  the  sarvaunt  was  turnid  ayene, 
she  had  no  mate?*  to  playne,  ne  sof  efastnesse  had  no  cause  to  pleyne, 
for  Mr  fadir  was  founden)  true ;  and  Eyghtwyssenesse,^  the  thirde 
suster,  was  not  pleyning,  for  in  the  transgression)  rightwyssenesse 
was  excusid,  so  fat  dethe  was  had  &  lyf  ayene,  pcrisshing*  &  fynd- 
ynge  ayen).  Then  pes  seynge  hir  sistris  alle  in  acorde,  and  Echon)  of 
hem  havinge  hir  purpose,  she  turnid  ayene  ;  For  whenne  contencions 
&  stryf  wer'  cessid,  then)  pes  was  felashipid  among  hem).  And  now 
have  ye  hard  playnli  how  that  mercy  and  sothefastnesse  mette  togeder, 
&  Rightwisnesse  &  pes  kiste.  To  the  kyssyng  of  hevenliche  Eeconsi- 
liacion)  he  bringe  vs,  that  is  named  saluator  Ihesus,  Qui  cum  patre  ^'c, 

\  leaf  173,  col.  1.         *  mea,  MS.         »  for,  I\IS.         *  gnavithe,  MS. 
^  Sothefastuesse  &  Kyghtwysse,  MS. 
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[   XXXV.    ] 

THEODOSIUS  A  WISE  EMP^iJOURE. 

(the  harper  and  the  fishes.       hard.  MS.  7333.) 

^f  j  llieodosius  Eeignedl  a  wyse  Emperoure  in  the  citee  of  Eome,  the 
I  whi^he  louid?  afore  al  othir  thinges  the  melody  of  pe  harpe.  hit 
J-  happenid'  on)  a  certeyne  day,  as  he  Eode  in  huntinge,  that  he 
harde  the  soune  of  a  S  wete  harpe,  and'  hit  was  so  swete  to  his  hert,  that 
he  thowte  that  he  was  Eavishid'  in  him  selfe.  he  Eode  ahoute  this 
forest,  &  sowte  wher  this  harpe  myght  be  founde  ;  and'  at  the  laste 
he  sawe  a  pore  man,  sytting  be  a  water  syde,  harpynge  :  &  Jier  come 
onte  of  that  water  so  swete  a  melody,  that  the  Emperour'  hard'  neuer 
non  suche  afor*.  And'  therfore  the  Emperonre  Spake  to  him,  and* 
saide,  "  how  is  this,  that  so  swete  a  melody  passithe  onte  of  thin 
harpe  1 "  "  Sir,"  qixod'  he,  "  I  shalle  telle  yowe  the  sothe.  I  have 
dwelt  by  this  watir  with  my  wyf  and'  witJi  my  chylderin  xxx.*'  yer* ; 
and?  god!  hathe  yeve  me  swiche  grace,  that  euer  when  I  harpe  ther 
is  so  gentil  a  melodie,  that  alle  the  fishis  in  the  water  comithe  evin 
to  myn)  honde,  an($  so  I  take  my  sustenaunce,  wherby  I,  &  my  wyf, 

'  leaf  173,  col.  2. 

[Second  Version.     Addit.  MS.  9066,  leaf  14.] 

[  VIII.  ] 

THeodosius  reignecf  in  Eome,  that  amonge  aH  the  goodes  of  the 
worldf  he  chose  the  harpe,  and  also  for  to  himte,  in  resonable  tyme. 
IT  It  happed'  ''on  a  tyme,  as  ^  he  wente  to  hunte,  he  herde  the 
Inelodie  of  an  harpe  with  so  swete  a  sowne,  that  he  was  ravisshed'  from 
hym  self*  for  swetnesse.  He  went  aboute  the  forest  to^  fynde  the 
melodie.  And  in  the  ende  of  the  Forest  he  founde^  sittjoig  apoore  man, 
beside  a  watir,  havyng  in  his  honde  an  harpe,  ^and  harped' ;  ^  of  ^  the 
whiche  wente  oute  so  SAvete  a  melodie,  that  the  Emperoui''  ^thought  he*' 
herde  never ''  none  suche  before.  H  The  Emperour  said',  "  frende,  I  pray 
the  telle  me,  how  so  swete  a  melodie  gothe  out  of  thyn)  harpe  ? "  IF  he 
said',  "I  and  my  wyf*  and  my  children)  have  dwelled'  beside  ^this 
water  ^  XXX.  wyntir,  and  god'  hathe  yoven)^  me  grace,  that  whan  I 
touche  myn)  harpe,  there  gothe  out  so  swete  a  sownde,  that  the 
fisshes  of  this  "v^atir,  for  the^"  swetnesse  ^of  myn)  harpe ^^  cometh^^  to 

'oneswhanne.     .    *  for  to.         ^  saw.         *  On.         ^  leaf  14,  back.         ^  had. 
"<  Om.         «  here  this.         »  gyf.         ^^  Oin.         ^^  Out.         '^  comyne. 
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&  my  childerin)  bethe  I-fovmde  and?  susteynid'.  but,  sir,  ther  [is]  a 
niucbe  sorowful  cas  ayenste  me,  for  in  tbat  oj^ere  side  is  an  bisser  or 
a  siblatoe«*,  and  be  bissitbe  so  swetlj'e,  tbat  nowe  a-dayes  tbe  fissbe 
drawitbe  to  bim,  &  levitbe  me ;  and'  ])e?'for,  sir,  I  praye  yow  of  your 
belpe  a-yenst  tbis  bissei''."  "  I  sballe  yeve  tbe  goode  counseiH'," 
quoct  tbe  'Emperour,  "  For  I  bave  ber*  in  my  purse  a  golden)  boke, 
tbe  wbiclie  I  sballe  yeve  to  tbe ;  and'  Jjer-for  take  bit,  and'  bynde  it 
to  tbe  ende  of  a  longe  yerde,  anct  tben  smite  vpon)  tbin  barpe,  and' 
•wbat  tyme  fiou  seist  bem  meve  in  tbe  water,  draw  bem  vrith  tbe 
hoke  to  tbe  londe ;  ])an  J)ou  sbalt  see  the  bissinge  of  tbe  bisser  sbali 
do  tbe  none  barme."  Jjenne  tbe  pore  man  was  glad,  and'  dud'  al  as 
tbe  'Emperour  comaundi(J  bim.  And'  wben  be  beganne  to  barpe, 
tbe  fissbis  gonne  meve  to  hiru-warde  ;  ancJ  wben)  tbe  bisser  saw  tbat, 
be  turnid'  from)  tbat  place  witbe  gret  confusion),  and  tbe  pore  man) 
dwelt  stille  al  tbe  tyme  of  his  lyfe,  and  endid  gode  lyfe. 


MORALITEE.l 


N 


Ow,  sirs,2  tbis  Emperoui'e  is  Criste  Ihesu,  that  lovid'  welle  to  go 
aboute  buntinge  of  soulis  ^  in  forest,  scil.  in  holy  chirche ;  he 
»  Mortalitee,  MS.         ^  sir,  MS.         '  leaf  173,  back,  col.  1. 

[Second  Version.     Adclit.  MS.  9066.] 

myn)  honde,  and  so  I  take  hem ;  and  by  bem  I  and  my  wyf  and 
my  meyne  have  oure  sustenaunce  in  grete  plente.  IT  But  alias  for 
sorow !  for  ^rom  the^  other  partie  of  the  watir  there ^  cometh  an 
hissar*,  tbat  bissetb  so  swetely,  that  many  dales  the  fissbes  leveth^ 
me,  and  gotb*  to  his  bissyng;  and  therfore^  in  this  nede  I  aske 
youre  belpe  agayn)  this  bissai-*,  tbat  thus  disceiveth  me."  The 
Emperour*  said',  "I  have  here  in  my^  purse  a  golden)  boke,  tbe 
Avhiche  I  shall  yeve  the.  bave  it,  and  bynde  it  fast  in  tbe  ende  of 
a  yerde,  and  touche  thyn  barpe  ;  and  with  tbis  hoke  thou  sbalt  draw 
tbe  fishes  to  the  "^  lond',  and  the  bissyng  of  tbe  bissar*  .shaH:  not  availe 
agayn)  the  melodic  of  thyn)  barpe."  IT  The  poore  man  did'  as  be  badde; 
and  whan  be  smote  on  bis  barpe,  tbe  fissbes  began  for  to  stere. 
Tbe  hissare,^  whan  be  sawe  this,  with  shame  and  confusion)  be  went 
away ;  And  tbe  poore  man  dwelled'  there  att  bis  lyfe  aftir. 

Declaracio.     Frendes,  this   Empo'our'  is  our  lord'   Ihesu  crist, 
that  mekeH  loved'  to  hunte  after  soules  in  the  Forest,  that  is,  in  holy 

'  on  that.         *  Om.         '  leve.         "•  gone.         '  therfor,  sir.         ^  this. 
'  Om.  *  hissyng,  MS. 
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lovithe  wel  the  harpe  of  holy  Scripture  and?  of  theologie.  pe  pore  man), 
that  sittithe  by  the  Avater,  is  a  prechoure  or  a  p?-elat,  the  wiche  owithe 
to  sitte  by  the  worlde,  &  not  al  in  hit,  scil.  not  to  yeve  his  herte  in 
woridlinesse ;  and?  he  owithe  to  have  an  harpe  in  his  honde  of  holy 
scr/pture,  and'  ther  -with  to  worshipe  god',  afte^-  the  seinge  of  the 
salme,  Laudate  ettm  in  psalterio  et  cithera,  J)is  is  to  seye,  preysithe 
yonr'  lord'  god'  in  the  sawtrie  &  in  the  harpe.  But  in  dayes  that 
bethe  now  prechours  may  seye.  Alias !  for  while  Jjey  sniitithe  the 
harpe,  sc?7.  speke  the  wordes  of  god',  |je?-e  comithe  an  hisser,  scil.  fe 
devil,  &  he  whistelithe  so  swetly,  fat  fisshis,  &cil.  synners,  herithe 
no  worde  of  gocJ,  but  turnithe  hem  to  dilectacion)  of  synne,  to 
wliiche  the  deuil  temptithe  hem.  for  the  devil  hissithe  be  mony 
diuerse  weyes, — &  how  ]  For  he  makijje  some  to  slepe,  that  they  her" 
not  the  wordes  of  gotJ ;  and'  som  he  makithe  to  chatir  faste ;  and 
hem  fat  he  may  not  make  chatery  ne  slepe,  he  makithe  hem  to  have 
litle  swettnesse  or  non)  to  the  worde  of  gocJ ;  and'  some  he  makithe 
to  leve  ]je  gode  wordes  of  god',  so  that  in  some  snare  or  grynne  he 
"wolle  caeche  hem.  loo  !  man),  al  thes  hissinges  hathe  fe  deville, 
for  to  der'  the,  and?  to  drawe  the  fro  fe  worde  of  god' ;  an(J  therfor 
it  is  nedefuUe  to  euery  prelate  or  prechoure,  that  hathe  sogettes  to 
gouerne,  to  take  an  hoke,  %cil.  to  aske  the  grace  of  god'  a3enst  thes 

{Second  Version.     Addit.  MS.  9066.] 

chirche ;  and  moche  he  loved'  the  harpe  of  dyvynyte,  and  of  the 
wysedome  of  god'.  IT  The  poore  man,  that  satte  by  the  watir,  is  tlie 
prelate  or  the  prechour*  of  goddes  worde,  that  oweth  to  sitte  beside 
the  world?  and  not  in  the  world',  that  oweth  to  have  the  harpe  of 
holy  scriptiu'e,  and  with  that  praise  god',  and  fisshes,  that  be 
sjoinei-s,  to  draw  hem  out  of  this  world';  ^  und.Q  Psalmis^a,  In  tymipano 
et  Chow,  &c.  But  the  preehour  may  sey,  Alias  !  alias  !  for  while  I 
smyte  on  the  harpe,  that  is,  while  I  jireche  or  teche  holy  wi-itte, 
the  hissai-*  is  there,  that  is,  the  devett,  that  strength  hymself  so 
swetely  to  hysse,  that  the  fisshes,  that  be  sjoiners,  here  not  the  worde 
of  god',  but  turneth  hem  to  delites  and  vau}i;ees.  IT  For  the  deveH: 
hysseth  and  tempteth  men  in  many  maners  in  the  sermon).  Some 
he  maketh  for  to  slepe ;  Some  he  maketh  to  langle ;  and  some  he 
maketh  to  have  no  savour*  in  go<:ldes  worde ;  and  some  he  maketh 
for  to  go  away  from  the  Sermon.  IT  Therfore  it  is  fuH  spedefuH  for 
every  prelate  or  prechovii-",  that  he  put  the  hoke  of  goddes  grace 
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hissinges ;  &  so  with  grace  lie  shalle  drawe  many  synneres  oute  of 
synne  to  hevene.  lie  brings  vs  thedir,  Qui  cum  xxdre  Sf  spirit?* 
sanc^o  regnat  _per  secnJa  /  Amen. 

[  XXXVI. 

SOLEMIUS  WAS  miFEROUE. 

(the  CUNNHfG  OF  THE  UNFAITHFUL  STEWARD.      EAJRL.  MS.  7333.) 

SOIemius  was  Emperoure  in  the  citte  of  Eome,  the  whiche  hadde 
a  dowter  that  was  fair"  antF  glorious  to  the  syte  of  men) ;  and'  he 
louicB  hir  so  muche,  that  he  ordeynicJ  to  kepe  hir  nyght  &  day 
■w/t/i  V.  armed  knyghtes ;  &  he  ordejTiid  a  gret  maste?-,  sotil  &  connynge 
in  many  crafftes  and  artes,  for  to  Enf orme  &  for  to  theche  the  kni3tes 
the  best  maner  wher  by  thei  myght  kepe  the  mayde.  Also  this  Em- 
peroure had  a  grehounde,  that  he  lovid  moche  ;  &  he  bad  the  master 
of  kni3tis  to  kepe  him  weUe  eke.  And  afte?*  this,  the  Empe?-our 
made  a  stiwarde  '  in  his  Louse,  ouer  al  thes.  So  in  a  certeyne  nyght, 
as  he  lay  in  his  bed,  he  thowte  to  visite  J)e  holy  londe,  &  he  thowte 
to  fulfiUe  it  in  dede ;  and  he  ordeynid  Jjerefore  and  made  al  thinge 

>  leaf  173,  back,  col.  2. 
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agayn)  the  SibUacions  and  temptacions  of  the  fende,  by  ^  the  whiche 
he  may  the  rather^  drawe  hem  to  heveo).  To  the  whiche  place  god 
brynfje  vs !     Amen. 

[  IX.  ] 

POlemius  reigned  in  Eome,  that  had  but  oo  doughtir,  that  was  to 
aH  men  gracious,  the  whiche  the  fadir  loved  'mekeH.  H  And  so 
this  Emperour^  ordeyned  v.  knytes  to  kepe  wele  his  doughtir 
bothe  day  and  nyght ;  and  over^  the  knyghtes  he  ordeyned  a  maister 
of  dy  verse  artes,  that  shuld*  enf  orme  the  knyghtes  how  thei  myght 
kepe  wele  'this  maiden).^  Also  the  Emperouf  hadde  a  Greyhound, 
that  he  loved  ;^  and  toke  hym  to''  the  maister  of  the  knyghtes,  that 
he  shuld  have  hym  in  kepyng.  IT  He  made  also  a  Steward  in  his 
house.  Whan  aH;  this  was^  ordeyned,  as  he  lay  ones  in  his  bedde, 
he  thought  he  wolde  visite  ^  the  holy  lond.  IF  And  whan  he  hadde  ^"^ 
ordeyned  aH  thyng  for  his  lornay,^^  he  called  to  hym  his  Steward, 

^  leaf  15.         '  in  so  mych  that  he.         '  on.         ■*  he  sholde.  ^  the  mayde. 

^  loued  mych.  ''  Om.  "  was  done  and.  ^  desyre. 

'"  had  done  and.  "  way. 
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redy  for  his  viage.     And'  when  al  thing  Avas  Redy,  he  clepid'  to  him 
his  stiwarde,  and'  saide,  "  frend'  myn),  I  purpose  to  go  to  the  holy 
londe,  &  ther-for  I  commytte  to  py  power'  my  dowter  pat  I  love 
moche  as  myn)  oune  harte ;  and'  ther-for  I  charge  the  she  want  noth- 
ynge,  but  pat  she  have  alle  thinge  that  a  goode  virgine  shulde  have, 
that  may  torne  hir  to  loye  anct  to  comforte.     Also  pat  pow  do  welle 
■with  my  grehounde."     And'  he  [saide],  "  I  leve  in  to  thi  kepinge 
the  V.  kni3tes,  that  bethe  the  keperes  of  my  dowter,  pat  hem  want 
or  lak  nothing ;  and'  yf  pou  do  al  this  wele  in  myn)  absence,  pow 
shalt  have,  when)  I  come  home  ayene,  faire  yiftes  and!  grete  avauns- 
mentes."      Thenne  saide  the  stiwarde,  "  se?-,  whan  ye    go,  I   pray 
go(J  go  with  yowe,  and!  youre  wille  shalle  be  fulfilli(i  towching  my 
pereone."     the  Emperoure  yede  to  the  holy  londe,  and'  the  stiwarde 
kepte  wel  his  charge  a  longe  tyme  af tir  his  goynge ;  til  in  a  certeyne 
day  he  sawe  the  damiseH  walke  by  hir  selve  in  a  gardyu).     ])o  was 
he  Eavashid!  into  the  love  of  hir,  anct  yede  to  hir,  and'  ayenste  hir 
■wille  lay  be  hir  in  synne  ;  and!  when  the  synne  was  I-do,  he  hatid'  hir 
more  than  euer  he  did'  eny  creature,  &  put  hir  oute  of  the  palyse,  in 

[Second  Version,     Addit.  MS.  9066.] 

and  said!  to  hym,  "Frende,  I  wille  ^  go  to  the  holy  loncf,  and  first  I 
leve  to  the  my  doughtir,  for  to  kepe  as  myn)  owne  hert;  and  I^ 
comaunde  the,  that  she^  defaute  of  none*  thyng,  but  'to  have^  aH 
loye  and  gladnesse,  as  longeth''  to  a  maiden)''  for''  to  have.  IF  Also 
the  V.  knyghtes  I  leve  to  the,  that  are  kepers  of  my  dough tu-*,  and^ 
none  of  hem  have  defaute.  II  Also  that  thou  norissh  my  Greyhound',^*' 
as  'is  necessary  for  hym;^^  and  yf  thou  do  this  trewly,  as  I  have 
said!,  thou  shalt  have  grete  mede  whan  I  come  agayn)."  The 
Steward'  said!,  "  In^^  ^s  moche  as  I  may,  I  shaH  fulfille  youre  wille." 
%  Whan  this  was  said',  the  Emperour  toke  his  way  to  the  holy  loncf, 
'and  the  Steward'  kept  the  ordenaauce  a  while  after  the  Emperour 
was  gone.i^  H  But^*  it  'befelle  vpon)^^  a  day,  that  the  Steward'  saw  'the 
maiden)^*^  walke  in  the  gardeyn),  and  anon)^''  he  was  taken)  in  her  love  ; 
wdierfore  anon),  agayn)  her  wille,  he  defouled'  her.  II  AVhan  he  hadde 
synned'  with  hei'',  he  had'  her  more  in  hate  than  he  before  loved'  her  ;i8 

'  wole,  passim,         *  Om.         '  she  haue.         *  no.         *  Om. 
*  it  fallyth.  '  mayde.         *    Oni.         ^  that.  '"  grehoundys. 

"  it  is  necessarious  for  hem.  "  Syr,  in. 

''  The  stuard  whan  he  saw  tliis,  the  Emperour  was  gone,  a  while  he  kept 
his  ordenauns. 

'■*  Om.       '^  fille  on.        "^  this  mayde.       ''^  Om.       '*  her  with  all  his  hert. 
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SO  muche  that  for  defavte  she  beggid'  hir  brede  fro  doi-*  to  doi'.  Anr? 
when)  the  kni^te*'  sawe  that  she  was  aweye,  thei  yede  to  the  sty  ward? 
and  putte  to  him  suche  a  cryme.  What  dude  he  but  yede,  &  spoy- 
led'  al  the  knijtes  of  hir  goodes,  and'  put  hem  oute  of  the  palys. 
Avhenne  they  were  putte  oute  of  the  palyse,  some  of  hein,  for  defaute 
of  godes,  bicome  thevis,  some  man-killers,  and'  dude  muche  harme ; 
and'  when  pe  master  of  the  kni3tes  saw  this,  he  blamid'  him ;  &  ])ere- 
fore  he  slowhe  him  anon).  ])e  stiwarde  kepte  wcle  the  grehounde, 
but  at  Jie  laste  he  brak  loos,  and'  Eanne  aweye.  At  the  laste  tithingi?s 
come  to  the  Stiwarc^,  that  the  'Em-perour  drewe  homeward',  and'  wolle 
sone  be  at  home,  the  stiwarde  thought  to  him  selfe,  "  hit  may  not 
be  but  I  shalle  be  accusid'  of  my  wicked'  service,  Jjat  I  have  done. 
Aha !  I  shaH  do  wel  ynow ;  my  lorde  is  gracious,^  &  ther-for  I  shaH 
go  my  selfe,  &  accxise  me,  &  put  me  in  his-  grace."  when  the  sty- 
waid'  harde  telle,  that  the  lore?  was  nye  at  the  palys,  the  styward' 
made  him  nakid',  and'  toke  iij.  cordes  in  his  honde,  &  met  so  vfith  his 
'  gracionus,  MS.  ^  leaf  174,  col.  1. 
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wherfore  he  put  her  out  of  the  paleys.  Than  the  maiden),'  for  grete 
defaute,  begged'  from  dorre  to  dorre  hei''  mete.  IT  The  knyghtes,  that 
Avere  the  kepers,  \vhan  thei  perceyved'  this,-  thei  blamed'  the 
Steward'  for  his  dede.  IT  Whan  ^the  Steward'^  had'  her(J  her  vndir- 
tikyng,*  he  dispoyled'  the  knyghtes  of  aH:  her  goodes,  and  put  hem 
out  of  the  paleys  ^of  the  Empeyoui'' ;  and^  afterward'  some  of  the 
knyghtes  were  theves,*^  for  defaute ;  and  some  were  robbers  and 
ravenours,  and  did'  mekeU  wikkednesse.  U  Whan  the  maister  wist  of 
this,  he  blamed!  sharply  the  Steward',  bothe  for  the  doughtir  and  for 
"the  knyghtes.  anon)  the  Steward'  for  angre  slough  the  maister  of* 
the  knyghtes.  IT  After^  this  the  Steward'  herd'  tydynges,  that  the 
Empe/'our  was  comyng  homeward',  than  he  Vas  aferde  gretly^ 
with,  in  hym  self*,  and  thought,  "  it  may  not  be,  but  I  sliali  be 
accused'  of  my  trespasse ;  and  I  'know  wele^"  my  lord?  the  Emperour 
is  mercifuli.  H  It  is  better  to  me  'that  I"  with  mekenesse  go'^  agayn) 
hym,  and  accuse  my  self*,  and  at^ke  his  mercy,  before  that  other  'gone 
and^^  shew  my  trespace  to  my  lord'."  IT  The  Steward'  anon)  put  of  aH 
his  clothes,  oute  take  his  sherte,  and  his  breche ;  and  tlire^*  cordes  he 
toke  in   his  right   honde,   and   bare  foote  he  wente   to   mete   the 

'  mayde,  ^>'as.5(«(.         "^  Om.         ^  he.         ■•  vudurakyng.         ^  Om. 

®  grete  theves.       ''  leaf  1.5,  bnck.       ^  Anoiif.       ^  ferid  grete.        '"  wele  inowe. 

"  Om.  '-  to  go.  '^  go,  1'  the,  MS. 
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lorde  ;  and?  when  tlie  Emp^^rom''  saw  the  stiward'  come  ayenste  him  in 
swiche  aray,  he  mervaylid'  hilie  in  his  herte.  And'  when  the  Stiward' 
come  in  to  him,  he  knelid'  downe,  and'  salude  the  Emperowr.  Jjenne 
the  Empe?'0ure  seyde,  "  sey,  man,  how  is  it,  fat  thowe  metist  me  in 
swiche  a-Eay,  sithe  thow  art  my  stiward?,  &  sholdest  have  mette  with 
me  withe  a  gret  host  1"  "  A  !  lorde,"  quod'  the  stiward',  "  ther  is  hap- 
pitf  with  me  swiche  a  cas  sithe  ye  went,  pat  it  is  most  semynge  that 
I  mete  witJi  yow  thus."  "what  cas  is  thati"  saide  the  Emperoure. 
"  A  !  sir,  ye  must  aske  of  me  firste  whi  and'  wherfore  I  ber"  thes  iij. 
cordes  in  my  honde."  "whi,"  quod'  the  Emperoure,  "berist  Jjou  fe 
iij.  cordes  *? "  "  sir,"  saide  he,  *'  Jie  first  cor(J  is  to  bynd?  me  honde 
&  fote,  an(J  that  so  strongly,  til  blode  brest  oute  in  eche  side,  for  I 
have  wel  deservid'  hit ;  The  secoimde  corde  is  to  bynde  me  to  the  fete 
of  horse,  so  longe,  til  tyme  fat  fe  pavement  have  I-frett  the  fleshe  fro 
the  bone,  for,  sir,  that  peyne  is  litle  I-nowhe  in  sight  of  the  trespas 
that  I  have  trespassic?  to  yowe  ^ ;  and'  the  thirde  corde  is  to  honge 
me  withe  in  a  lebette,  so  longe,  til  tyme  that  briddis  come  to  my 
body,  and?  have  etyn  hit  vp,  for,  sir",  this  peyne  is  litil  y-now  for 

'  your,  MS. 
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Emperoure.  If  And^  whan  the  Emperour*  sawe  him  aferre  in  si;che 
araye,  he  mervailed'.  the  Steward',  Avhan  his^  lord'  come  nere,^  he 
kneled'  downe,  and  saluted'  hym.  IT  The  Emperour  said',  "  how  is  it 
with  the,  that  in  suche  forme  thou  comest  ayenst^  mel"  H  "My 
lord',"  he  said',  "there  is  fallen)  agaynst^  me  a  grevous  caase."  Tlje 
emperoui'*  said',  "What  is  that?"  "A!  my  lord',  ye^  must  aske 
me'''  first  whi  y  here  thise  iij.  cordes  in  myn)  hande."  The  Em- 
perour*  said',  "Whi  berest  thou  tho  iij.  cordes  in  thyn)  hande?" 
"  Sir,"  he  said',  "  the  first  corde  is  to  bynde  me  hande  and  foote,  so 
longe  and  so  strongely,  vnto  the  bloode  gone^  out  on  every ^  parte, 
for  I  have  wele  deserved'  it ;  II  The  seconde  corde  ^^^  is  for  to  drawe  me 
with^^  on  the  pament,  so  longe,  tille  the  stones  departe  the  fiessh 
from  the  bones  ;^-  for  this  payne  is  to  me^'  profite,  for  the  trespasse 
that  I  have  done  agayns  ^*  you ;  U  The  tliirde  corde  is  to  hange  me  with^^ 
on  the  Gebet,  so  longe,  ^tille  the  ^^  briddes  of  heven  come  downe,  and 
sitte  on  my  hede,  and  my  ^''  body,  and  fille  hem  on^^  my  flessh ;  for 

'  Oni.         *  the.         ^  nere  hym.         ■•  ayene,         ^  agayne.         ®  he  seyde,  ye. 

^  Om.         «  go.         »  either  ether.         '"  Om.         "  Om.         '''  body. 

"  Om.  '*  agayne.  '*  Om,  '®  vnto.  '^  on  my.  '*  of. 
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swiche  a  trespas  as  I  have  I-do  to  yowe.  &  pereior,  gracious  lordo,  I 
aske  grace  &  moxy,  for  I  dar  not  confesse  myn  synne,  tyl  tyme  that 
I  have  graiint  of  youre  grace."  "  Sey  what  hit  is,"  quod'  the  Erape;*- 
our,  "  for  sothely  J?ou  shalt  have  grace,  what  so  euere  hit  be,  for  the 
gret  pite  that  I  have  now  in  fi  co^tricioun)  aniJ  lownesse,"  "  Alias  ! 
lorde,"  saide  he,  "  for  I  have  stolne  the  floure  of  vii'ginitee  fro  yo?/r 
doute/-,  and?  put  hir  out  of  the  palis,  that  I  wot  welle,  For  grete  favte 
she  beggithe  hir  mete  fro  dor'  to  dor* ;  ancf,  sir,  fi  kni^tes  I  have  Eob- 
bi(J  &  spoyled',  and?  put  hem)  oute  of  the  palys,  fat  for  mischef  thei 
Eobbithe  an($  spoylithe,  for  hir  lyf-lode ;  an(J  the  master  of  hem  I 
have  slayne  ;  but  tlii  grehounde  I  fedde  wele,  ancf  tyde  him  wzt/i  a 
cheyne,  but  he  brake  his  cheyne,  and'  Ean)  awey,  that  I  not  wher  he 
is."  when  tlie  'E.va^erour  harde  tlies  wordes,  he  was  hili  mevid'  in 
mynde,  &  thouglit  that  it  was  a  cursid'  man) ;  and'  fo  he  seyde  thus, 
*i  &  hast  thowe  ^foylicf  my  dowser,  ancf  put  hir  oute  of  the  palis,  that 
I  lovid  so  muche ;  &  hast  jjou  put  oute  and?  Eobbid?  my  v.  gode  kni3tes, 
&  slayne  the  master,  hir  techer  ]  JN'ow  for  sothe,  &  be  seyntes  that  I 

»  leaf  174,  col.  2. 
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this  payn)  longeth  to  trespassours  suche  as  I  am.  Therfore,!  gracious 
lord',  have  mercy  on  me,  for  I  dare  not  shew^  my  trespasse,  tille  I 
^liave  grace.""*  H  The  Empe?*our  saitJ,  "  ^I  yeve  the  grace."^  ^  Than^ 
the  Steward'  said,  "  alias  !  alias  !  I  have  defouled'  youre  doughtir, 
and  put  her  out  of  youre  paleys,  and  for^  defaute  she  seketh  her 
brede  from  dorre  to  dorre.  ^  Also  the  knyghtes  I  have  dispoyle(J, 
wherfore  for  defaute  some  are  theves,  and  some  ^are  ravenours;*^  II  and 
the  maister  of  the  knyghtes  I  have  slayn).  But  the  Greyhound'  I 
have  fedde  right  wele,  and  ^  in  as  moche  as  I  myght,  and  bouncJ 
hym^  by  a  chayne ;  but  he  brake  tlie  chayne,  and  rynneth,  aboute 
the  countre."  H  Whan  the  Emperour  had'^''  herde  this,  he  was  gretely 
stered'  with  in  hym  self,  and  said',  "  hast  thou  corrupt  my  doughtir, 
that  I  love  so  moche ;  and  put  out  my  knyghtes,  and  slayii)  the 
maister  of  the  knyghte*',  and  that  I  loved'  leest,  that  is,  the  Grey- 
hound', to  hym  thou  toke  ^^  grete  kepe]    ^And  I  had?^^  ^q^  before 

'  Mi.         '  shew  to  you.         '  be  certified  of  your  mercy.     And  than. 
*  I  se  thi  grete  mekenes  and  contricione,  therfore  telle  me  thi  trespas,  for 
thou  slialte  fynde  mercy." 

'  Om.         ^  for  grete.         ^  gi'ete  rolsbers.         ®  Om,         '  Om, 
'»  On.  "  leaf  16.  '"  Had  I. 
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have  sowte,  wer"  not  that  I  graimtid?  to  the  grace,  Tpow  shuklest  not 
scape  pQ  foulest  dethe  pat  I  coude  deme ;  Neuerjieles  my  worde  mot 
stonde,  and'  pon  art  a  wyli  felowe.  ])ou.  shalt  go  now,  &  seche  my 
dowte?*,  for  thow  shalt  wedde  hir  to  wyfe  ;  and'  yf  eny  harme  come 
to  hir  hens  forward'  in  thi  defaute,  sojjely  pon  shalt  have  dobble 
peyne.  and'  go  brynge  the  kni^tes  ayene,  and'  sette  hem  as  they  wer*, 
and'  Restore  hem  to  hir  goodes  ayene,  an(J  also  the  grehounde,  and' 
tye  him  stronglye ;  pat  pere  nexier  moi-'  fro  hennys  fortheward'  be 
founde  defavte  in  the,  towching  eny  of  them."  Then  the  stiward* 
knelicP,  and!  thonkicJ  the  Euipe?'oure  for  his  mercy  &  grace  ;  and'  yede 
abowte  in  the  Empii^  to  seche  tlie  mayde,  the  kni3tes,  &  the  gre- 
hounde ;  &  he  fonde  hem,  &  browt  hem  home,  and'  with  grete  wor- 
shipe  weddid'  the  mayde,  and'  Restorid'  ayene  the  goodes  to  the  knijtes, 
ancJ  End  id'  fair*. 

MORALITEE.l 

Ere  bretherin),  this  Empe?*onre  is  oure  lorde  Thesu.  Criste ;  the 
fair*  dowte;'  is  the  soule  of  man,  made  to  his  owne  likenesse  ;  pe  v. 
'  Mortalitee,  MS. 

[Second  Version.     Add  it.  MS.  9066.] 

forgeven  the,  and  so  mekeli  have  loved'  thi  self*,  I  shulcf  have 
condempned'  the  to  the  most  foule  deth.  IF  Therfore  go  anoi:i),  and 
brynge  agayn)  my  doughtir,  for  thou  shalt  have  her  to  wyf ;  and  yf 
^she  falle  in^  any  eveli  thurgh^  thi  defaute  from^  hens  forward,  I 
shaH  double  thi  payne.  IF  Go  also,  and  bryng  agayn)  my  knyghtes  to 
her  first  dignyte,  and  yeld'  hem  agayn)  all  that  thou  hast  taken)  from 
hem  ;  and  the  maister  also.  IT  And  seke  diligently  the  Greyhound', 
tille  thou  have  founde  hym ;  and  than  bynde  hym  fast,  that  from 
^hens  forAvard'*  no  defaute  be  founde  in  the  of  aH  thise."  IT  The 
Steward',  whan  he  had'^  hercJ  this,  he  lowted?  downe,  and  thanked' 
^the  Emperour^  of  his  grete  mercy ;  and  went  than  thurgh  aH  the 
Empire,  and  ^so  he''  sought,  and  brought  agayn)  the  doughtir  with, 
^grete  worshipp  ;  IT  and  brought  agayn) ^  the  knyghtes  ^to  aH  her 
goodes;^  and  than^**  wedded'  the  'doughtir,  and^^  lived'  in  pease  aH 
^her  lyf  tyme^^  aftir. 

Declaracio.     Frendes,  this  Emperour  is  oui-"  lorde  Ihesu  crist. 
The  faire  doughtir  is  the  soule,  made  to  the  likenesse  of  god'.     The 

'  ther  falle.  ^  in.  ^  Om.         *  hens  forthe  ware.  ®  Om. 

^  hym.  ■^  Om,.         '  Om.         '  and  the  grehounde.  '"  Om. 

"  doughtur  with  grete  worship  ;  and  restoryd  agayne  to  the  knyghtes  tlier 
goodes  that  he  had  take  away,  and  so.  '"  his  lyfe. 
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knijtes  beth.  the  v.  witter,  armid!  thorow  vertu  of  baptisme,  and  thes 
bethe  yeve  to  kepe  tbe  sovle.  the  maste/-  of  the  kni3tes  is  Eesoii), 
the  stiward?  is  eue?-y  Ihier  to  whom  god?  hathe  yeven  a  sowle  to  kepe, 
vp  peyne  of  lesynge  of  euerlastinge  lyffe.  But  then  the  wrecchid' 
man)  ofte  tymes  hathe  no  mynde  of  pe?-ilis  that  bethe  comynge ;  & 
]3eii)  he  lesithe  his  soule  by  synne,  &  puttithe  it  oute  froni)  the  palys 
of  hevene,  and!  so  it  gothe  fro  doi-'  to  doi',  as  a  corrupt  and'  a  filid? 
virgine.  &  also  he  puttithe  oute  the  v.  "kni-^tes,  scil.  fat  is  to  seye, 
ynwittes,  and?  spoylithe  hem  of  good'  vertues ;  and'  so  sum  of  hem 
befe  thevis,  &  some  lurdaynes.  so  fe  si^te  seef  vnleful  sites,  \q  eris 
herynge  vnhonest  and?  vnleful  talkinges,  lesynges,  &  bacbitinges,  and' 
detracciouns ;  and?  no  ^  wonder,  for  hir  gouernow;-,  scil.  Reson),  is  slayne, 
as  ofte  as  a  man  is  goue?'nid'  by  sensualite,  and?  by  sterynge  of  fleshe, 
and'  not  by  Eeson).  but  the  grehoimde,  scil.  the  fleshe,  is  I-fed' 
deyntili,  &  bounde  vfiili  the  chayne  of  luste,  the  whiche  ofte  tymes 
brekithe,  &  dothe  many  Evelis.  but,  sirs,  Jie  Emperoure  comithe 
nowe  fro  the  holy  londe,  scil.  our*  lorde  Ihesu  Criste  is  to  come  from) 
the  holy  londe,  scil.  from)  hevene,  to  fe  dome ;  and'  ther-for,  yf  we 
do  wysely,  late  vs  do  as  the  Stiward'  did?,  when  he  harde  telle  of  the 

'  leaf  174,  back,  col.  1. 
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V.  knyghtes  are  oure  v.  wittt'^^  armed'  by  the  vertu  of  oure  baptyme  ; 
thise  are  yeven)  to  kppe  )je  soule.  The  maister  of  knyghtes  is  Eeson), 
that  owet'h  to  rewle  the  wittes  ;  The  Greyhounde  is  the  flessfi.  H  The 
Steward'  is  every  man,  to  whom  is  yeven)  a  soule  to  kepe  of  god', 
vpon)  payn)  of  evei''  lastyng  dethe.  IF  But  wrecched'  man  thynkes  not 
of  thinges  that  are  to  come,  but  ofte  sithes  defouleth  the  soule  with 
synne,  and  put  her  out  of  the  paleys ;  and  she  gothe  from  doorre  to 
done,  that  is,  from  synne  vnto  synne.  II  And  the  v.  knyghtes,  that 
are  the  v.  mttes,  that  were  put  out,  and  made  theves  and  ravenours, 
that  is,  sight,  that  seetfi  vnlefaH  thynges,  and  [heryng,  that]  gladly 
hereth  lesynges  and  sclaunderynges  ;  and  thus  of  aH  the  other  wittes. 
IT  And  the  maister  of  the  wittes  is  Eeson),  whiche  is  slayn)  whan  man 
is  rewled'  by  wille,  and  not  by  reson);  and  whan  wille  is  rewled'  by 
reson),  than  is  the  maister  Eeson)  brought  alyve  agayu).  H  But  the 
Greyhounde  is  the  flessh,  whiche  is  deyntely  fedde,  and  bounden) 
with  the  cheyne  of  lust ;  the  which  he  ofte  breketh,  and  geteth  hyra 
many  evels.  H  But  weteth  wele,  the  Emperour  is  to  come,  that  is,  ouie 
lord',  to  the  dome,     do  thou  therfore  as  the  steward'  did',  and  make 

GESTA.  10 
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comynge  of  his  lorde,  sell,  for  to  tliinke  that  develis  and?  al  the 
worlde  wolle  accuse  vs  to  him,  but  yf  we  come  afor*,  and'  accuse  oure 
selvene.  And'  Jjerfore  let  vs  do  awey  oure  clothinge,  scil.  oure  olde 
lyf,  and'  ber*  iij.  cordes  in  oure  hondes,  scil.  on)  to  bynde  vs  with,  scil. 
co?^tricio7^e ;  the  whiclae  byndethe  not  Only  hondes  &  fete,  but  al  the 
membris  of  vs  bofe  inward'  and'  outward'  hit  owe  to  bynde  so  strongly, 
that  vnto  the  tyme  fat  the  bloode,  scil.  synne,  go  aweye  in  euery 
syde ;  for  as  pe  apostle  seithe,  I71  quacumquQ  hora  ingemuerit  pecca- 
tor,  salvus^  erit,  fis  is  to  seye.  In  what  tyme  or  in  what  houre  the 
synner  is  contrite  or  sory  for  his  synnys,  he  shalle  be  saf.  The 
secounde  corde,  that  is  to  drawe  him  by  the  pavyment,  is  co?^fession) 
of  thi  mouthe,  shewinge  thi  liuinge,  fro  the  begynnyng  of  thi  perfite 
discrecion)  vn  to  that  daye  of  confession) ;  and'  jjere  withe,  scil.  -with 
confessioun),  fow  Owiste  to  be  drawe  so  longe,  til  tyme  that  the 
fleshe,  scil.  delectaciouns  of  flesshely  affeccio?(«s,  be  EubbicF  awey, 
from)  the  bone,  scil.  fi  mynde,  by  fe  stonis  of  penaunce,  for  as  the 
ston)  is  harde  in  felinge,  so  is  penaunce  hard'  in  sufferyng.  ])e  corde, 
that  thow  shuldeste  have  to  honge  the  \Yith,  is  satisfaccion) ;  for  the 
Apostel  seithe,  Suspendium.  Eligit  anima  mea,  This  is  to  seye.  My 
soule  hathe  choson)  hongment ;  for  Eight  as  a  thinge  is  Kaysid'  fro  fe 

'  salus,  MS. 
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satisfaccion) ;  and  thou  owest  to  thynk*  that  the  world'  and  the  fende 
shuH  accuse  the  but  yf^  thou  fu-st  rynne  to  god',  as  the  Steward'  di(J, 
and  make  satisfaccion)  for  thi  synne.  H  First  do  of  thi  clothes,  that 
is,  thyn)  olde  eveH  lyf,  and  bere  iij.  cordes  in  thi  honde.  the  first 
corde  is  to  bynde  the  with ;  this  corde  is  ^  contricion),  the  whiche 
oweth  not  to  bynde  alone  the  handes  and  feete,  but  aH  the  membres, 
with  in  forthe  and  with  oute,  so  longe  and  so  strongely,  vnto  the 
bloode,  that  is  synne,  go  out  to  every  parte ;  For  as  the  appostle 
saith,  IT  In  what  houre  a  synner*  soroweth  for  his  synnes,  he  shaH  be 
sauf*.  H  The  second'  corde  is  to  drawe  the  with ;  that  is  confession), 
that  oweth  to  drawe  the  from  the  begynnyng  of  thi  lif  vnto  this 
day,  by  the  pament  of  thy  mouthe,  so  longe,  vnto  thi  flessh,  that  is, 
delectacion)  of  flessh,  be  departed'  by  the^  stones  of  penaunce  ;  IF  For 
as  the  stone  is  harde,  so  is  penaunce  harde  to  the  doei-'.  IT  The  thircf 
corde  is  to  hange  the  with,  that  is,  on  the  Gebet  of  satisfaccion) ;  Of 
the  which  hangyngi  speketh  the  appostle,  and  saith,  My  soule  hath 
'  leaf  16,  back.  "  thi,  MS. 
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erthe  ty  hongynge,  Eight  so  is  the  synf ulle  Eaisid'  fro  synnys  to  god?, 
by  honging  of  Satisfaccioi]).  And!  thenne  he  owithe  to  be  so  longe  in 
the  lebette,  sell,  in  fulfillinge  of  satisfaccion),  til  tyme  fat  briddes,  scil. 
angeles  of  hevene,  be  filhd?  Vflih  his  goode  Avorkis ;  for  it  is  seide 
thus.  Mains  gaudium  Est  in  celo  coram  angelis  del  stqjev  vno  peccatore 
2)cnitenciara  agente,  quam^  supra  '^nonaginta  nouem  iustos  non  Indi- 
gentes  penitenciam.,  Jjis  is  to  sey,  it  is  mor'  loye  in  hevene  by-for*  fe 
aungelis  of  god'  vpon)  oo  synne?'  doyng  penaunce,  Jjan  vpon)  nyntye 
&  nyne  lust  men)  or  Eightwis  men  that  nedithe  no  penaunce.  And 
J)e?"fore,  yf  thow  do  so,  scil.  honge  the  so  in  the  lubett  off  Satisfaccion), 
Sothely  then  the  Emperoure  of  hevene  wolle  have  compassion)  and' 
pitee  of  J)e,  and'  yeve  the  mercye.  And?  when  the  stiwarde  hade 
gj-ace,  he  yede  aboute  the  Empire,  and'  so  most  fou  do,  scil.  go  aboute 
thi  doynge  of  diuerse  werkes  of  me;-cye,  til  thow  have  founde  thi 
soule  ayene,  Jjwt  thow  haddist  loste,  and'  bring  hir  ayene  to  the  palys 
of  holye  chirche.  &  sette  thenne  ])i  v.  wittis  in  a  Eight  stat,  & 
gouerne  hem  wel ;  &  bryng  home  thi  grehounde,  scil.  the  fleshe,  an(J 
fede  it  so  scarslj',  that  hit  breke  no  more  loos ;  and'  so  fro  that  tyme 
fortheward'  so  gouerne  thi  lyf,  that  it  hap  the  nomoi-*  to  misrule  noon) 
of  hem ;  and'  then,  -with  oute  dowte,  fou  piirsuest  for  fe  lyf  that 
euer  shaUe  laste  in  blisse.     Ad  quam  rios  perducat^  &c. 

'  quia,  MS.  "^  leaf  174,  back.  col.  2.  ^  parducat,  MS. 
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chosen)  hangyng;  for  as  a  man  by  hangyng  is  hfte  vp  from  the 
erthe,  Eight  so  a  synner  is  lifte  vp  from  synne  to  god',  by  hangyng 
of  satisfaccion).  and  he  oweth  to  hange  so  longe,  vnto  the  briddes 
of  heven),  that  be  the  aungels  of  gocJ,  come  downe,  and  be  ful- 
filled of  his  flessB,  that  is,  of  the  good  werkes  ;  ^  For  it  is  more  gretter 
loye  to  the  aungels  in  heven  of  a  synnei''  that  dothe  penaunce  for 
liis  synne,  than  of  other  that  nedeth  no  penaunce.  H  The  Steward 
brought  agayn)  the  doughtir  by  sekyng  aboute.  So  behoveth  the  to 
goo  aboute  by  dyverse  werkes  of  mercy,  tille  thou  fynde  thi  soule 
that  thou  hast  lost,  and  brynge  her  agayn)  to  holy  chirche.  and 
rewle  wele  thi  Avittes  v.  and  fede  the  greyhound  mesurably,  that  is, 
rewle  wele  tlii  flessh  in  mete  and  drynke,  and  amende  thi  lyf  from 
hens  forward  in  alle  thynges,  lest  it  falle  worse  to  the  afterward ; 
and  yf  thou  leve  wele  thi  lyf*,  thou  shalt  have  bhsse  with  outeu 
ende.     Amen. 
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CESAR  WAS  A  WISE  EMP^i?OURE. 

(the  emperor  and  his  cook.) 

CEsar  was  a  wise  Emperoure  Eegnynge  in  the  citee  of  Eome ;  the 
wiche  hacf  a  forest,  in  fe  whiche  he  made  to  be  plontid!  &  sette 
many  vynis  ancJ  trees.  And'  he  made  oner  this  forest  a  stiward', 
name(J  lonathas,  a  wise  man)  &  a  Eedy ;  the  Avhiche  he  chargeyd,  vp 
gret  peyne,  that  he  shulde  kepe  wele  swiche  thinge  as  he  had'  I-sette 
in  that  forest.  And?  this  lonathas  entm(J  into  this  office,  and?  kepte 
it  wel  &  wisly,  til  a  cas  felle,  that  a  sweyne  enterid  into  hit,  and' 
wrotide,^  and'  shent  the  yonge  plantis,  that  wei''  nulye  sette.  Anon) 
as  the  keper  saw  this  harme,  he  hente  of  the  Swynis  tayle ;  and'  J:e 
swyne  yede  oute  ayene,  wit/i  a  grete  crye.  Neue^'theles  hit  com 
ayene  tlie  next  day,  and  did'  moi-'  harme  than  he  dud'  afore ;  and' 
then  lonathas  smote  of  his  lyfte  ei-';  and  the  swyne  Eanne  oute, 
vfitJi  a  gret  crye.  but  yit,  not  withestondinge  fis.  It  come  ayene 
the  thirde  day  aftir ;  and'  then  lonathas  smote  of  his  right  ei'' j  ^and 
ener  he  Eanne  ayene,  -with  an  orible  crijnge,  as  he  did'  afore,     but 

'  wrotithe,  MS.  ^  leaf  175,  col.  1. 
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[X.] 

CEsar  was  Emperour'  of  Eome,  that  had'  a  forest,  in  the  which  he 
hadde^  planted'  vynes,  and  other  dyuerse  trees  many;  and  he 
ordeyned'  over  his  forest  a^  Steward',  whos  name  was  lonatas,  bid- 
dyng  hym,  vpon^  payu),  to  kepe  the  vynes  and  the  plantes.  H  It  felle 
afterward'^  this  ordenaunce  of  the^  Emperour,  that  lonatas  toke  in^ 
cure  of  the  forest ;  ^and  vpon)^  a  day  there  entred'  a  swyne,  and  the  new 
plantes  in  the  forest  he  wroted'.  IT  Whan  lonatas  sawe^  the  Swyne 
entre,  he  cutte  of  his  taile;  and  the  Swyne  made  a^  crie,  and  went^^  out. 
[I^euertheles  he  entred  agayne,  and  dyd  myche  harme  in  the  forest. 
Whan  lonatas  saw  that,  he  kytte  of  his  left  ere.  The  hogge  made  a 
grete  crye,  and  went  out.^^]  ^  And^^  notwithstondyng  this,  he  entred 
agayn)^^  the  thirde  day.^*   That  saw  lonatas,  and  cutte  of  his  right  ere, 
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yit  it  wolde  not  leve  J?e?*e  bye,  but  come  a-yene  in  the  FourtB  daye, 
and'  did?  moo  ivelis ;  and'  tho  lonatlias  tooke  a  spare,  and'  smote  lii?n 
thorow  tbe  ij.  sidis ;  &  sent  the  body  to  the  Cook  of  the  Emperaure, 
and?  comaundid'  that  he  shulde  araye  hit  for  the  Empe?'02«'s  mete. 
And'  when)  the  Empero?^/'  was  sette  to  mete,  he  was  servid'  of  that 
sweyne ;  and'  thenne  the  Empe?'oure  askid'  of  his  sarvaunt,  whei'' 
the  herte  was  ferof,  for  he  lovid  the  herte  of  euery  beste  more  than 
he  di(J  al  the  bodye.  Aftir  fenne  the  sarvaunt  Ean)  into  the  kechin, 
and!  askidf  wher"  the  harte  was  of  the  hogge ;  for  he  saide,  the  Em- 
peroure  askid'  pere  aftir.  the  Coke  ha(J  I-ete  hit  afor",  for  it  was 
fatte  &  likynge ;  and'  ])eriore  he  bacJ  the  sarvaunt  sey  to  the  lorde, 
that  the  hogge  had'  non)  herte.  AncB  the  sarvaunt  yede,  &  tolde  the 
Empe?'OMr  that  the  hog  hadde  noon)  harte.  "  )pat  may  not  be,"  quod' 
the  Empe?'0ure,  "  for  ther  is  no  best  but  hit  have  an  herte ;  &  ther- 
fore  byct  him  sende  hit  me,  in  peyne  of  lyfe."  Jjenne  pei  yede  to 
the  kechin,  and?  bad'  that  he  shulde  sende  the  herte,  in  peyne  of 
dethe.     "  A  ! "  quod  the  Coke,  "  sey  to  hiw,  fat  but  yf  I  preve  'pat 

[Second  Versio7i.     Acldit.  MS.  9066.] 

the  whiche  with  ^an  orryble^  crie  yode  out.  IT  Yit  the  fourth  day  Hhe 
swyne^  entred'  the  forest,  and  did'  ^many  harmes.  H  ^^^lan  lonatas 
sawe  that  the  hogge  wold'  not  be  ware,  he  smote  hym  thurgh  with 
his  spere,  and  slough  hym,  and  delyuered'  the*  body  to  the  Cooke, 
for  to  arraye  the  next  day  to  the  Emperours  mete.  IT  But  whan  the 
Emperour  was  serve(J  of  this*  swyne,  he  aske(J  of^  his  servauntes, 
"Where  is''  the  hert  of  this^  swyne?"  be  cause  the  Empe?'om^ 
loved'  the  hert  best^  of  any  beest,  and  more  than  all  the  beest.^*' 
IF  The  servauntes  asked'  of  the  Coke  where  the  hert  of  the  Swyne  was, 
for  the  lord'  asked'  there  after.  The  Coke,  \vhan  he^^  had'  araied!  the 
hert,  he  sawe  it  was  ''good'  and^^  fatte,  and  ete  it,  and  said'  ^to  the 
servauntes,  13  "  Say^*  to  the  Emperour,  that  the  hogge  hade  no  hert." 
The  servauntes  said'  to  the  Emperour*,  ^that  the  hogge  had'  no  hert.^^ 
The  empe?'o?<?'  said',  "  it  may  not  be ;  and  therfore  say  to  hym, 
vporDi*^  payn)  of  detfi,  that  he  send'  me  the  hert  of  the  swyne,  for 
there  is  no  beest  in  aH  the  world'  with  oute  an  hert."  IT  The  seruauntes 
Vent  to  the  Cooke,  and  said',  vpon)^''^  payn)  of  deth,  he  shuld?  sende  the 
Empe?'0ur  the  hert.     He  said',  "sey^^  to  my  lord',  but  yf  I  preve 

'  a  noble,  3IS.  Corrected  frorn  C.         '^  he.         ^  leaf  17.         ■*  his,         *  his. 

*  Om.         ^  was.         *  the.         '  most.         '"  body.         "  whych. 
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pat  I  seye  by  good  Eesoune,  ellis  I  put  me  to  his  wille  &  dom)." 
when  the  Empe?-oui''  hards  this,  he  assignid'  a  day  of  aiinsweringe. 
when  the  day  come,  the  coke  come,  and'  saide  vfitJi  a  gret  woys 
afore  alle  men,  "  worshipful  lordes,  this  day  is  the  daye  of  aunswer- 
inge ;  and'  furst  I  put  vn  to  yow,  that  the  swyne  had'  non  herte,  IT  and' 
fat  hy  this  Eesoune  ;  euerj  thowte  comithe  fro  the  herte,  &  perefore 
what  savorithe  good'  or  evil,  hit  be-houithe  that  he  think  hit  by  the 
harte."  "  Al  this  is  sothe,"  quod'  the  Emperoure.  "  AncD  now  shaH 
I  shewe  by  Eesons,  that  he  had'  none  harte ;  for  he  Enterid'  in  to 
your*  foreste,  and'  pere  Jje  forster  kit  of  his  tayle  ;  and'  ther-for*,  yf  he 
had'  had'  an)i  harte,  he  wolde  have  thought  on)  that  loste ;  but  2  that  he 
did'  not,  for  he  entired'  in  to  the  forest  ayene,  ancf  then  the  forster 
smote  of  his  lyfte  Ei-";  yf  he  had'  hact  an)  herte,  he  wolde  have 
thowte  on)  that  lost ;  but  yit  dude  he  not,  for  he  come  a-yene  the 
thirde  tyme,  and'  then)  he  loste  his  Eight  Ei-* ;  and'  yf  ther  hact  be  an 
harte  on)  liim,  he  wolde  have  thovte  on)  that  lost  of  the  twoo  Eris, 
'  leaf  175,  col.  2.  "^  and  but,  MS, 
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^myghtily  by  clere^  resons,  that  the  swyne  had'  no  hert,  I  put  me 
fully  to  his  wille,  to  do  with  me  what^  he  wolle."  IF  The  Emperour, 
whan  he  herd'  this,  he  assigned'  a  day  of  aunswere.  whan  the  day 
was  comen),  the  Coke  with  an  high  voice  said'  before  all  men,  "  H  My 
lord',  this  is  the  day  of  myn)  aunswere.  First  I  shaH  shew  you  that 
the  Swyne  had'  no  herte  ;  this  is  the  reson).  Every  thought  cometh 
from  the  hert,  Therfoi''  every  ^  man  or  best  feleth^  good'  or  eveH;  it 
foloweth  of  necessite  that  by  this  the  hert  thynketh."  IF  The  Emp^rour 
said',  "  That  is  trouth.^  Than  said'  the  Coke,  "  now  shaH  I  shew  by 
resons,  that  the  swyne  had'  no  hert.  First  he  entred'  the  forest,  and 
the  Steward'  cutte  of  his  taile.  Yf  he  had'  hadde^  an  hert,  he  shuld' 
have  thought  on  his  taile  that  was  lost ;  but  he  thought  not  ther 
vpon,'''  for  efte  sones  he  entered'  the  forest,  and  the  forster  kitte  of 
his  lifte  ere.  yf  he  had'  hadde  an  hert,  he  shuld'  have  thought  on 
his  lifte  ere,  but  he  thought  not,  ^  For  tlae  third'  tyme  he  entred'  the 
forest,  that  saw  the  forster,  and  cutte  of  his  right  ere;  where ^  yf 
he  had'  had'  an  hert,  he  shuld'  have  thought  that  he  had'  lost  his  taile, 
and  bothe  his  eres,  and  never  shuld'  have  gone  agayn)  ^no  more,^ 
whei-*  he  had'  so  many  evels.  %  But  yit  the  fourthe  tyme  he  entred' 
the  forest ;  the  Steward'  sawe  that,  and  slough  hym,  and  delyuered' 

'  clorly  liy  my^'l1ty.  -  ns.         ^  if  eny.         "*  fele.         '  trew.         ^  Om. 

'  on.  "  wherfor.  ^   Om. 
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and'  of  the  tayle  ;  but  lie  dude  not,  for  lie  come  ^yene,  and'  dude  so 
muehe  harme,  that  the  forste?'  slowhe  him  ^Yith  his  spei'',  &  sent  him 
to  me  to  dyte  for  youre  dynere." 

MORALITEE. 

DEre  frendes,  pis  Emperoure  is  oure  lorde  Ihesu  Criste  ;  the  forest 
is  holy  chirche,  in  the  whiche  bethe  pla?jtid'  the  comaunde- 
mentes  of  god';  the  forster  is  dethe,  that  sparithe  no  man);  the 
swyne  is  a  synner,  that  enterithe  in  to  holy  chirche,  and'  foylithe  the 
comaundementes  of  god',  ne  sethe  hem  not  in  no  place.  )5enne  it  is 
seide  to  the  forstei'',  that  he  cut  of  his  tayle,  soil.  de])e  comythe  to 
some  of  thi  blode,  wher  thorow  thow  shuldeste  be  ware,  and'  amen(J 
thi  lyfe,  or  he  smytithe  of  the  tayle,  scil.  takepe  awey  \>i  Eichesse, 
■svherby  thow  shuldeste  be  smyteu),  &  turne  to  the  knowleche  of 
god'.  Also  the  secounde  tyme  he  cuttithe  awey  the  lyfte  ei-*,  scil. 
dethe  takithe  fro  the  pi  brop^r,  or  thi  sust?-e,  for  thi  co?iuersioun)  and' 
amendement ;  and'  he  takithe  a-wey  thi  rite  Ei-*,  when  he  takithe 
a-wey  thi  sone,  or  fii  douter,  or  thi  wyf,  that  thow  most  lovest,  for 
thow  shuldest  a-mende  the.  neuerpeles  al  thes  puneshynges  takithe 
god'  in  a  wrecchid'  maiD,  but  yit  we  vncorrigible  wrecchis  conne  not 
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hym  to  '^  me,  to  araye  to  your  mete.  IT  Here  mow  ye  se,  lord',^  that 
I  have  shewed'  by  worthi  resons,  that  the  swj'ne  had'  no  hert."  And 
thus  scaped'  the  Coke. 

Declaracio.  Frendes,  this  en\])eronr  is  our  lord?  Ihe^m  crist. 
the  forest  is  holy  chirche ;  the  plantes  are  ^the  holy  sacramentes, 
that  are  ordeyned'  ther  in,  and  goddes  comaundementes.  IT  The 
Steward'  is  dethe,  the  which  spareth  none.  The  Swyne  is  a  synnor, 
the  which  defouleth  the  sacramentes,  and  goddes  preceptes,  ne 
kepeth  hem  not,  as  he  shuld'  do.  God  seeth  that,  and  biddeth  the 
forster,  that  is,  dethe,  that  he  cutte  of  his  taile.  this  taile  is  thi 
kynnesman,  or  thi  speciaH  frend',  the  which  deth  sleeth,  that  thou 
shuldest  amende  thi  lyf* ;  or  els  he  dothe  away  thi  taile,  that  is,  thi^ 
richesse.  IF  Also  he  dothe  away  thi  lyft  ere,  that  is,  thi  brother,  or 
thi  Sustir,  that  thou  shuldest  amende  the.  IF  And  thou  do  not,  he 
dothe  away  thi  right  ere,  that  is,  he  sleeth  thi  sone,  or  thi  doughtir, 
or  thi  wyf,  that  thou  shuldest  amende  thi  lyf*.     IF  But  ofte  sithe 

'  Om.  *  ]ordt>s.  '  loaf  17,  back. 

'  the,  MS. 
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sece  of  cure  synnynge.  nVhenne  god'  sec])  jjat,  lie  coinaiinditlie 
detlie  to  sic  liim ;  and'  he  sendithe  the  body  to  the  Cooke,  soil  fe 
deuil,  for  to  swolewe  hiin,  &  dite  him  in  hello.  And'  when  the 
Emperoure  shall  sitte  at  mete,  sail,  at  the  last  dome,  then  he  wolle 
aske  the  harte,  sell,  pe  soule ;  For  Crist  lovithe  moi''  a  soide  than  al 
the  worlde.  then  in  the  day  of  dome  shalle  the  wikid'  cook,  scil. 
the  devil,  stonde  aduersarie  ayenste^  vs>  and?  alegge,  fat  ]je  sjnner 

hathe   noii)   herte,  scil.  no  soule, "fe  whiche  shold'  have  y-be 

obedient  to  god',  but  he  was  eue?-e  Obedient  to  me,  &  neuer  to  Jje, 
an(J  jjerefore,  luge,  deme  Jjis  soule  to  be  myn),  and'  to  be  dampnid', 
fcr  it  is  Eight ;  for  as  aftin  tyme  as  pon  scorgediste  him  with  thi 
punyshemente*^,  for  to  make  him  to  obeye  to  thi  commauiidmente^, 
lie  wolde  neuer,  but  Encline  to  me,  and'  tel  Eight  nowte  of  thi 
preceptes."  And'  periore  late  vs  be  ware  of  the  cursid'  cooke,  andf 
love  we  the  blessid'  Empe/'oure.      Qui  cum  Patre  ^c. 

'  leaf  175,  back,  col.  1.  *  ayense,  MS. 
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wrecehe(J  man,  though  he  sufFre  aH  this,  yit  he  dothe  many  synnes 
ayenst  god',  and  so  he  is  vncurable.  It  God,  whan  he  seeth  this,  he 
biddeth  detfi  slee  hym,  and  take  him  to  the  Coke,  that  is,  the  deveH, 
the  which  svvolwith  the  hert,  that  is,  the  soule,  in  the  paynes  of 
belle.  IF  But  whan  the  day  of  dome  cometB,  than  god  shaU  sitte  in 
his  dome,  and  wold'  have  the  hert,  that  is,  the  soide ;  for  he  loveth 
more  one  soule  than  aH  the  world';  For  the  soule  he  yaf*  his  precious 
blood',  which  he  wold'  not  yeve  for  aH  the  world'.  ^  In  that  dome 
shaH  stonde  our  aduersarie,  that  is,  the  fende,  the  shrewd'  coke, 
agayn)  the  synnei-'  •  and  he  shaH  allegge,  that  the  synfuH  man  hath 
none  hert,  that  is,  no  soule,  the  which  shuld'  obeye  to  god  in  aH 
thynges.  IT  Than  shaH  the  deveH  sey,  "  he  was  obedient  to  me,  and 
to  his  god  inobedient ;  therefore,  rightfuH  domesman,  deme  hym 
myn),  to  be  dampned'  with  me ;  for  many  a  tyme  thou  hast  scourged' 
hym,  that  he  shuld'  obeye  to  thy  comaundementis.  But  that  he  wold' 
not,  but  to  me  obeyed'."  wo  shaH  be  to  hym,  that  so  shaH  be 
founden)  at  the  day  of  dome  !  Therfore  studie  we  so  to  lede  our  lyf*, 
that  we  mow  come  to  everlastyng  blisse.     Amen. 
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[  XXXVIII.  ] 
ALEX  AND  IE  A  WISE  ^EMFEEOUR. 

(how  a  son  saved  the  life  of  his  father). 

Alexandirwas  awyse  Emperoiire  Eeignynge  intheciteeof  lioome; 
his  possessioune  was  moche,  and?  amonge  al  ojjer  vertues^  that 
he  hadde,  he  was  large  of  his  mete.  And?  he  ordeynid'  a  lawe, 
that  no  man  shidde  at  his  horde  Ete  the  blake  syde  of  the  playse,  but 
al  the  white  syde,  withe  outen)  tvrnynge  ;  and  yf  enye  man  dud  the 
contrarie,  he  shulde  lese  his  lyfe.  but  then  he  grauntid,  that  the  tres- 
passoz^r  shulde  aske  iij.  bonys  or  he  deyde,  Of  what  thinge  that  he 
wolde  aske,  to  save  his  lyfe,  and  hit  shulde  be  grauntid'  to  him.  So 
liit  happid  in  a  tyme,  that  ther*  come  an  Erie  to  court,  &  his  sone 
come  withe  him,  and  they  wer*  of  fer*  contrees ;  &  happed  ^as  fei  Sete 
at  mete,  the  Erie  was  servid  with  a  plays,  and  he  had  goode  wille  to 
ete,  &  he  ete  the  blake  syde,  and  also  white.  &  anoon  he  was 
accusid  to  the  Emperouz^ ;  and  the  Empero2«'  seide,  he  shulde  be 
dede  with  outen)  delay,  as  law  wolde.  Jjenne  the  Erles  sonne  seLng 
this,  knelid  afor"  the  Emperoure,  &  seid,  "  lord,  for  love  of  him  that 
'  vertuous,  MS.  *  leaf  175,  back,  col.  2. 

[Second  Vision.     Addit.  MS.  9066,  leaf  17,  hach^ 

[XL] 

Alexaundre  reigned  in  Eome  ;  and  amonge  aH:  vertues  that  he  had, 
he  was  right  large.  Therfore  of  grete  nede  he  ordeyned  for  a 
law,  that  no  man  shulde  turne  the  playse  in  the  dissh,  but  aH 
only  he  shuld  ete  the  white  side,  and  in  no  wise  the  blat  side  ;  and  yf 
any  man  did  the  contrarie,  he  shuld  dye.  ^  But  before  he  shuld  dye, 
he  shuld  aske  iij.  j^eticions  of  the  Emperour*,  what  that  he  wold, 
except  his  lyf*,  and  he  shuld  graunte  hym  theym).  ^It  fille  ones,  that 
an  Erie  of  a  ferre  countre  with  his  sone  come  to  the  Emperoui'',  and 
at  mete  was  sette  before  hem  a  playse.  The  Erie  had  a  good  apetite 
to  ete.  whan  he  had  eten)  the  white  side  of  the  playse,  he  ete  the 
blak*  side ;  and  anon)  he  was  accused  to  the  Empe?*our,  that  he  had 
done  agayn)  the  law.  IT  The  Emi:)erour  said,  "  do  hym  to  dethe,  with 
outen  any  delay,  after  that  the  law  asketh."  The  sone  of  the  Erie, 
whan  he  had  herd  that   his  fadir  shuld  be  dede,  he  went  to  the 

'  loaf  18. 
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dide  on  cros,  graunt  me  that  I  may  deye  for  my  fadir."  "  I  assent," 
quod'  the  Eniperoure,  "  for  al  is  on  to  me,  so  fat  on  be  dede."  "  sir," 
seyde  the  sone,  "  sithe  I  shaH:  dye,  I  aske  the  law  of  yow,  scil.  ])ai  I 
may  have  iij.  peticiouns  or  I  deye."  "yis,"  quod'  the  Empero2/r, 
"aske  what  thow  wolte,  ther  may  no  mail  denye  hit."  "sir,"  quod' 
he,  "  I  aske  firste  to  have  youre  dowte?-  by  me  a  ny3t  in  my  bed'." 
The  Emperozir  grauntid'  that  peticion),  for  lost  of  obse?'vaunce  of  the 
lawe ;  but  hit  was  gretly  ayenste  his  herte.  So  the  yonge  man)  hadde 
hir  wi't/i  him  al  nyght,  but  he  folid'  hir  not ;  and'  J>e/-fore  on  the 
morowe  the  'Em^erour  was  hilie  plesid'.  Tho  he  askid'  the  secounde 
l^eticion),  and'  saide,  "sir,  I  aske  al  yo?(r  tresoure."  the  Emperoirr 
grauntid'  hit,  for  he  wolde  not  be  founde  contrarie  to  his  lawe.  And' 
theM  whenne  the  yonge  man)  had'  his  tresoure,  he  delte  hit  anoon) 
to  por"  &  to  Eiche,  in  so  moche  fat  he  wanne  ther  by  the  wille  &  the 
love  of  Eueri  man.  And'  then  he  askid'  the  thirde  petucion),  in  this 
forme,  "  sir,"  he  saide,  "  I  aske  fe  len  of  aUe  the  men  J»at  seye  my 
fadir  turne  the  playse,  J3«t  fei  be  pikid'  oute."  &  so  thowte  fei  on 
aftir  anofer,  yf  I  seye  so,  myn  yen  shul  be  pickd'  oute.  so  hit  fel, 
\a\,  per  was  noon)  that  wolde  seye  that  he  sawe  hit,  scil.  pat  he  sawe 

[Second   Version.     Addlt.  MS.  9066.] 

Empe?'Our,  and  said',  IT  "  Gracious  lord',  for  the  love  of  hym  that  died' 
on  the  crosse,  lette  me  dye  for  my  fadir."  If  The  Emperoui''  said',  "  it 
liketh  me  wele,  that  one  dye  for  brekyng  of  the  lawe."  The  sone 
herd'  this,  and  said',  "  8ithen)  it  is  so,  that  I  shaH  dye,  I  aske  the 
benefice  of  the  lawe,  that  I  may  have  iij.  peticions,  before  I  dye." 
The  Emp^rour  said',  "  aske  what  thou  wilte ;  no  man  shaH  denye 
the  the  lawe  that  is  made."  IF  "lord',"  he  said',  "thou  hast  a  faire 
doughtir,  and  gracious  to  the  sight  of  every  man ;  I  aske  that  she 
may  lye  by  me  aH  nyght."  The  Empe?-our  graunted'  hym.  Never- 
thelesse  he  defouled'  her  not ;  In  that  the  sone  of  the  Erie  mekeH 
pleased'  the  Emperour.  IF  "  The  second'  peticion),  I  aske  thi  Tresoure." 
The  Empe?'OUi''  graunted'  hym  aH  his  tresoure,  for  his  law  that  he 
had'  made.  The  sone  toke  the  tresoure,  and  dalte  it  to  poore  men 
and  riche  ;  wherfore  he  had'  the  wille  of  the  peple.  ^  "  The  third' 
peticion)  is,  I  aske  the  eyen)  of  alle  hem  that  sawe  my  fadir  turne 
the  playse  in  the  disshe."  IT  Anon)  was  made  an  Inquysiciou),  who 
sawe  the  Erie  turne  the  playse  in  the  disshe.  One  thought,  "  yf  I 
sey  ye,  I  sliaH  lese  bothe  myn)  eyeii)."  thus  the  second'  said',  and 
the  third',  and  aH  other ;  so  that  there  was  not  one,  that  sawe  tlie 
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the  Erie  turne  tlie  playse  in  the  dishe.  "loo  !  sir^,"  quod'  the  yonge 
man,"  yife  me  nowe  a  luste  dome."  "  iN'ow  for  sothe,"  quod'  the 
Emperoure,  "  si|)e  ther  is  non  fat  wolle  seye  it,  ne  noon  accuser  is 
I-founde,  ])ere  shalle  noon)  be  dede."  And'  so  he  saveid'  his  fadris 
lyfe,  and'  was  hilie  comendid',  and  weddid'  the  Emperours  dowter. 

MORALISING. 

"X~\  Ere  frendes,  Jiis  Emperoure  is  the  fadir  of  hevin,  that  made  this 
I  I  lawe,  ])at  no  man  sholde  turne  the  playse.  by  this  plays  we 
J--'  may  vndirstonde  wordly  goodes,  the  which  vs  ouithe  not  to 
tome  by  the  blak  part,  scil.  not  to  fonge  hem  by  avarice,  or  covetise,  or 
faldhed',  but  that  we  holde  vs  contente  withe  swich  as  god'  sent ;  &  yf 
we  do  fe  contrarie,  we  shulle  be  dampnecB.  The  Erie,  that  comyth 
withe  his  sone,  is  Adam,  fe  first  fadir,  |)at  come  fro  the  felde  of  damask 
to  the  contree  of  paradyse  ;  fe  whiche  soone  turnde  ]je  plays,  scil  fat 
he  ete  of  the  apple,  by  the  whiche  he  was  dampnid?.  thenne  fe 
Sonne  of  Adam,  scil.  oure  lorde  Ihesu  Criste,  profircP  him  to  the 
'  Sirs,  MS.  =  leaf  176,  col.  1. 

[Second  Version.     Addit.  MS.  9066.] 

Erie  turne  the  playse  in  the  disshe.  %  Than  said'  the  sone  of  the  Erie 
to  the  Empe?'Oui-',  "  Beholde,  my  lord',  and  yeve  a  rightfuH  dome." 
Than  he  said',  "  sithe  it  is  so,  that  no  man  knoweth,  that  saw  thi 
fadir  turne  the  playse  m  the  disshe,  I  Aville  not  that  he  be  dede." 
And  thus  the  sone  saved'  the  fadirs  lyf ;  and  after  the  Empe?-ours 
dissease,  he  wedded'  his  doughtir. 

H  Declaracio.  Frendes,  this  Emperour  is  the  fadir  of  heven  ;  that 
made  this  lawe,  that  none  shuld'  turne  the  playse.  H  For  the  playse 
we  shaH  vndirstonde  worldly  goodes,  that  we  shaH  not  turne  the 
lilak*  side,  that  is,  by  covetise  and  falsehede  to  gete  the  goodes  of  the 
world' ;  but  we  be  content  with  resonable  mete  and  drynt,  and 
clothyng  ;  for  yf  we  draw  and  do  the  contrarie,  we  shaH  be  dampncd' 
to  ever  lastyng  dethe,  but  we  amend  vs.  IT  The  Erie,  that  come  with 
the  sone,  is  Adam,  the  first  ^ fadir,  that  come  from  the  feld'  of 
damysene  to  the  court  of  paradise,  that  anon)  agayn)  turned'  the 
playse  agayn)  the  lawe,  Avhan  he  ete  of  the  playse,  IT  That  is  to  sey, 
whan  he  ete  of  the  apple,  wherfore  he  shuld'  be  dampned'  to  ever 
lastyng  dethe.  H  That  saw  the  sone  of  god,  that  is,  the  sone  of 
Adam,  our  lord'  Ihesu  Crist,  that  toke  flessh  of  Adam ;  therfore  he 
is  called'  his  sone.     he  offred'  hjin  self*  to  the  deth,  to  the  Fadir  of 

'  leaf  18,  back. 
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Emperottr  of  hevene,  for  to  deye  for  his   fadir   Adani) ;   anc^  the 

Emperowr  of  hevene  graimtid'  hit,  that  he  shiilde  dye  for  his  fadir 

Adam,  sell  al  mankynd'.     ISTeuertheles  or  he  dide,  he  made  iij.  peti- 

ciouns,  scil.  for  to  have  the  dowtcr  of  the  Emperow;-  yvith  him,  scil. 

to  have  pe  soAvle  v^ith  him  in  hevene ;  as  is  saide,  Os.  H  Desjwtisabo  te 

michi.,  II  I  shaH  wedde  pQ  soiile  to  me.     )?e  seconnde  pat  he  askid',  pQ 

tresoure   of  the  kyngdom)   of  hevene,^  ynde,  Sicut  disposuit  mihi 

pater  men&  regnum,  sic  dispone  vohis,  IT  As  my  fadir  hafe  ordeynid' 

the  kyngdom)  to  me,  so  I  dispose  hit  to  yow.     )3e  firdde  he  askid' 

alia  pe  yen  of  the  accusers  to  be  doii)  out,  scil.  he  askyd,^  that  alle 

deveh"s,  pat  excitithe  men  to  synne,  myjte  be  shut  fro^  the  lyt  of 

euerlastyng  grace.     And'  so  he  savid*  mankynde  fro  dethe,  &  browte 

hem  to  pe  kyngdom)  of  hevene.     Ad  quod  nos  &c. 

Hevne,  MS. 
^  There  is  a  rejjetition  here  of  a  line,  btj  negligence  of  the  Scribe. 

^  for,  MS. 
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heven).  ^  The  fadir  graunted  hym  the  deth  for  mankynde  ;  IF  N'ever- 
theiesse  he  asked  iij.  peticions  of  the  fadir  or  he  died.  The  first  ho 
asked'  his  doughtir,  that  is,  mannes  soule,  to  have  her  -with  hym  in 
the  blisse  of  heven) ;  as  Osee  the  P?-ophete  saitB,  I  shall  e  wedd'  her 
to  me.  IF  The  seconde  he  asked'  the  tresour  of  heven),  as  he  seith 
hym  self*,  as  my  fadir  hath  disposed'  to  me  the  kyngdome,  so  I  dis- 
pose it  to  you.  IT  The  thirde  he  asked,  that  aH  her  eyen)  shuld'  be 
put  out,  that  is,  that  aH  the  devels  be  draAven  out  from  the  light  of 
goddes  grace,  that  steren)  men  to  synne.  and  so  crist  saved'  mankynd' 
from  ever  lastyng  deth,  and  ladde  hem  to  the  Empire  of  heven. 


[  XXXIX.  ] 
POLEMIUS  A  WISE  EMP^i?OUEE. 

(of  a  CHILD    WHICH    WAS    ENTRUSTED    TO    A    KNIGHT,  AND    HOW   IT    WAS 
CARRIED    OFF    BY    A   BEAR   AND    RECOVERED.) 

POlemius  was  a  wise  Emperoure  Eeignyng  in  the  citee  of  Rome  ; 
the  whiche  ordeynid'  for  a  lawe,  J)«t  yf  any  norisshe  tooke  ^  eny 
childe  to  be  norished',  yf  the  childe  dide,  or  wer*  lepre,  in  defaute 
'  leaf  176,  col.  2, 
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of  the  noiyslie,  she  shuld!  be  dede.  j)erefov'  happid'  in  a  tyine,  that  fere 
was  a  kynge,  that  had'  a  fail''  sone ;  and'  a  knyght  askid'  this  childe 
of  him,  to  he  norished'  fro  his  modir,  and'  he  grauntid'  it,  and'  seide, 
"  be  ware,  that  the  chylde  have  noon)  harme  in  thi  defaute ;  for  yf* 
he  have,  I  wol  pursue  the  lawe  a-yene  the."  "  Sir,"  quod'  he,  "  I 
assente."  He  Eeceyvid'  pe  childe,  &  deKuerid'  it  to  a  norishe.  So  it 
fel  aftirwarde,  ]>at  ]>er  was  in  the  same  cite  a  concurs  of  peple,  by 
cause  of  a  gret  feyi-*,  in  so  moche  aUe  fat  wei'  in  the  house  yede  out 
to  se  the  feyr*,  and'  lefte  the  childe  by  hit  selfe  at^  home  in  the 
cradille,  and'  shutte  the  dor*  aftir  hem ;  and'  thei  wer>  oute  a  longe 
tyme.  And'  in  the  niene  tyme  jiere  come  a  wolfe,  and'  Enterid?  in  at 
the  yate  of  the  castelle,  and'  yede  in  to  the  house  Ipere  the  chylde 
laye,  and?  toke  the  chylde,  and'  Eanne  thei''  vfith  to  wood'.  And'  as 
the  wolfe  Eanne  vfith  the  chylde,  a  Shepard'  stode  in  the  toppe  of  a 
tree,  and'  gaderid'  frute ;  &  whenne  he  saw  the  wolfe  ber*  the  chylde, 
he  blew  his  home  thris,  and'  made  a  lowde  crye,  at  the  whiche  cry 
al  the  cite  come  oute ;  and'  the  wolfe  was  Eonne  to  the  woode  wft/i 
the  childe.  and'  men  sette  houndis  aftir,  &  founde  the  wolfe,  and' 
toke  the  childe  fro  him,  but  the  chylde  had'  a  gret  signe  of  biting  of 
the  wolfe.  Then  the  kni3te  toke  the  chylde,  and  w/t/i  in  a  few  ^eris 
bare  him  to  the  kynge,  his  fadir.  And'  when  f»e  kynge  saw  the 
childe  have  a  signe  of  bitynge,  he  saide  to  him,  "  frende,  I  toke  to 
the  my  childe  safe,  and'  withe  outen)  wounde  and'  hurte  ;  take  me  my 
sone  as  I  toke  him  to  the,  or  elles  I  shalle  pursue  the  Emperoures 
lawe  ayenst  the."  Jjenne  spake  the  kni3te,  and'  saide,  "  sir,  trowist 
thow  that  I  be  god'  1  how  shulde  I  hele  thi  childe  of  aUe  spottw 
&  woundesT'  then  seide  the  kyng,  "how,  and'  in  what  defavte 
hathe  the  childe  swiche  a  spotte  in  the  fronted  yf  it  be  in  fy 
defaute,  then  thin  accion)  shaH  stonde  in  my  strenght ;  and'  yf  it  be 
of  kynde,  I  may  have  ^noon)  accion)  ayenst  the."  "  ser,"  quod'  the 
knijte,  "  I  grcaxnt  welle  that  a  wolfe  toke  him  in  my  defaute,  but 
he  sloAvhe  him  not ;  and'  towching  that  defaute  fat  I  makid',  I  put 
me  in  yowi-*  me?-cy."  ]3en  seide  the  kinge,  "  }5enne  wolle  I,  that  fow 
do  homage  to  me  fro  hens  forf ewarcJ,  and'  fat  f ou  have  no  lorde  but 
me ;  and'  fen)  I  foryeve  the  f y  defaute  and'  trespas  in  this  cas," 
'  a,  MS.  '  leaf  176,  back,  col.  1. 
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MORALITEE. 

Ere  frendes,  pe  Empe>-oure  that  makithe  this  law,  is  oure  lorde 
Ihesu  Criste,  fat  ordeynid',  Jjat  yf  a  childe,  acil.  a  clene  soule,  yif 
to  a  man)  for  to  norisshe  in  goode  werkes  &  vertues,  deye,  or  be 
hurt,  he  shulde  [lese]  eue/iastinge  lyfe.  but  for  sothe  ther  bethe  niony 
men  of  holy  chirche,  that  havithe  cure  off  Sowles,  gojje  to  the  feyris, 
vnprofitable  sijtis,  as  tavernys,  "wrestelynges,  huntynges,  and'  swich 
vanyteys  of  pe  worlds,  that  Ofte  the  wolfe,  sell,  the  devil,  takithe  in 
hir  defaute  the  soule  out  of  the  cradille  of  holie  chirche,  &  Eynnith 
fere  withe  to  wode  of  helle.  but  thenne  J?e  herde,  scil.  a  goode 
p/'elate  or  a  prechoure,  [that]  dwellithe  in  the^  tree  of  holy  writte, 
bio  withe,  scil.  prechijje  -with  the  home  of  goddes  grace ;  and'  so  the 
soule  is  delivered'  fro  the  power"  of  a  synner,  and'  berithe  a  signe,  pat 
it  was  som  tyme  in  the  seruitute  of  the  devil,  and'  now  is  lyveryd?. 
And^  ferefor*  it  behovithe  vs  to  be  sarvauntes,  and'  submitte  vs  to 
god',  as  longe  as  wee  live  in  this  worlde,  to  plese  him,  that  we  mowe 
come  to  him,  Qui  cum  Pafre  &c. 

[XL.] 
SELESTINUS  A  WYSE  EMP.£;ii;OUEE. 

(the    "bond"    story    in    the    "merchant    of    VENICE.") 

SEIestinus  Eeignid'  a  wyse  Emperoure  in  Eome^  ancJ  he  had'  a 
faire  dowter ;  and'  in  his  tyme  ther  was  a  kny3te  that  lovid'  this 
dowter,  but  he  thowte  in  him  ^selfe  that  he  dud  al  in  veyne,  foi'' 
he  thow3t  as  for  sothe,  that  the  Emperoure  wolde  not  late  him  to  have 
hir,  for  he  was  vnworthi  ther  to.  I^euerfeles  he  thought,  yf  he 
myght  be  ony  wey  have  love  of  the  damiselle,  it  were  I-nowe  to  me. 
he  yede  ofte  tyme  to  the  damiseH,  and'  aspieJ  hir  wille;  &  she 
saide  to  him  a-yene,  that  he  travaylid'  al  in  veyne.  "  for  trowist 
thow,"  quod'  she,  "with  thi  deseyvable  and^  faire  wordes  to  begile 
me  1  nay,  sir,  be  my  soule,  hit  shal  not  be  so  ! "  )5enne  saide  the 
kni^te,  "what  shal  I  yeve  to  the,  and  late  me  lye  by  the  a  nyght?" 
"ISTot  fowh  j3ou  woldest  yeve  me  an  c.  marke  of  florens,"  quod'  she, 
'  the  the,  MS.  *  leaf  17G,  back,  col.  2.  ^  of,  MS. 
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"poll  slialt  not  lye  by  me  a  nyght."  "J5eu)  hit  shal  be  as  fou 
wilte,"  quoct  he.  what  dude  he  but  purveyde  him  of  so  muche 
niony,  scil.  an  c.  niarke  of  floreyns,  &  yaf  hir,  whenne  nyght 
come,  J)e  kni^te  enterid'  in  to  the  bed  of  the  mayde,  and'  a-noon)  he 
was  a-slepe ;  and'  she  dude  of  hir  harnes,  &  come,  &  laye  downe  by 
him ;  so  the  knijte  laye  slepynge  al  the  nyght.  On)  J)e  morow  she 
Eos,  &  did'  on)  hir  clothis,  &  wishe  her  hondes;  and'  the  kni3te 
a-woke  of  his  slepe,  &  thenne  he  saide,  "  come  hedir  to  me,  that  I 
may  do  my  wille  witJi  the."  "  Nay,  by  the  helj?  of  my  fadir,  that 
wolle  I  not,"  qnoct  she,  "for,  frende,  I  do  the  no  wronge.  ]5ow 
accordiste  with  me  that  I  shulde  lye  withe  pe  al  nyte,  ancF  so  it  is 
I-don) ;  for  I  lay  by  the  al  nyght,  &  J)ou  sleptest,  &  proferdest  me 
no  solace ;  and'  ))erefore  blame  thi  selfe,  &  not  me."  And'  Jie  kni3te 
was'hevy,  ancB  seide,  "  what  shal  I  yeve  to  the,  &  lete  me  lygge  by 
fe  anofere  nyght '? "  "  As  muche,"  quod!  she,  "  as  fou  did'  afoi-*,  & 
no  lasse."  "  I  assente,"  seide  he.  AncE  the  kni3te  yede,  ancJ  solde 
aU  his  mevable  goodes,  and'  made  Eedy  an  c.  marke  of  floreynse ;  but 
se  now  a  marvelovse  case  !  for  Eight  as  hit  was  Jje  furste  nyght,  so 
hit  was  in  the  secounde.  thenne  the  knijte  mervaylid'  more  Jjanne 
man  may  suppose,  and'  hevy  he  was,  and'  saide,  '*  Alias  !  for*  now 
have  I  spend'  al  my  godes  withe  oute  spede,  and'  jierioie,  ^fowhe^ 
I  shuH  dye  ferefore,  I  wolle  make  anofej-e  Ende.  how  moche  shaH 
I  yeve  the,  and?  late  vs  be  to-gede?*  the  thirde  nyght  1 "  quod'  the 
kni3te  to  the  damiseH,  "sothely,"  she  saide,  "yf  Jjou  have  me,  as 
pou  paide  afore,  Jiat  voluntas  tua."  "  I  assent,"  quod'  he,  "  pon 
shalte^  have  fin  askynge  and'  thi  wUl^J^S-jJe  kni3te  yede  in  to  fer*  ,,y~i 
contree.  Til  he  come  to  a  grete  citee,  in  the  whiche  wer*  many  ' ' 
marchauntes,  &  many  philesophers ;  amonge  the  wiche  was  maste?' 
Yirgile,  pe  philesofere.  then  the  kni3te  yede  to  a  grete  marchaunt, 
and'  saide,  "  I  have  [nede]  of  monye,  &  yf  thow  wolt  lende  me  an  c. 
marke  vnto  a  certejoie  day,  I  wolle  ley  to  the  al  my  londes,  vndir 
this  conducion),  pat  If  I  holde  not  my  day,  thow  shalt  have  my 
londes  for  eue?'e."  ]3enne  seyde  the  marchaunt,  "Dei"'  frend',  I  sette 
not  so  muche  be  thi  londes,  but  yf  thow  wolt  make  this  covenaunt, 
pat  I  shalle  sey  to  the,  I  Avolle  fulfill  fi  wille."  "  yis,"  saide  he,  "  I 
'  leaf  177,  col.  1.  *  }jow,  MS.  ^  gi^iate,  MS. 
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am  Eedy  to  do  thi  wille,  yf  ])o\i  wolt  do  my  petuciori)."  j)enne  seide 
he,  "  wheii)  tins  couenaunt  is  made,  fat  I  shalle  sey  vnto  the,  Jjcmie 
I  shalle  fulfille  fyne  askyiige ;  and'  fe  covenaunt  shalle  be  this,  Jx/t 
J)OU  make  to  me  a  charter  of  thin  owne  blood',  in  conducion),  that  yf 
thowe  kepe  not  J^i  day  of  pajniient,  hit  shalle  be  lefulle  to  me  for  to 
draw  awey  alle  the  flesh  of  thi  body  froo  the  bone,  v,Ht?i  a  sharp 
\  swerde ;  ancf  yf  thow  wolt  assent  her"  to,  I  shalle  fulfille  Tpi  wille." 

■V^  The  kni^te  louicf  the  damiseU  so  moch,  fat  he  grauntid'  al  this ;  and' 

made  a  charter  of  his  owne  bloode,^  and'  selid'  it ;  &  after  the  selying, 
this  marchaunt  toke  him  the  mony  fat  he  askid'.  when  he  had' 
the  moneye,  he  foute  to  him  selfe,  "yf  I  gete  [not]  my  Avylle  by 

this  moneye,  I  am  but  dede ;  nay,  nay,  it  may  not  be  mj^::^^^h.eii) 

he  harde  telle  of  the  grete  name  of  maister  virgile,  he  ;fede  to  him, 
and'  seide,  "  gode  sir,  I  have  p?-evi  counseiil  to  speke  a-twene  vs  too, 
and'  I  be-seche  yowe  of  youre  wise  counseiH:  in  this  cas."  "  Sey  on)," 
quod:  virgile,  "  and'  I  shalle  telle  the,  aftir  my  discrecion)."  "  sir,  I 
love  the  dowter  of  the  Emperoure,  moi''  fan)  ye  wolle  trowe;  and' 
I  accordid'  witJi  hir  for  a  certen)  sum  of  money.  I  have  be  disceyvid' 
two  nyghtes  in)  swiche  maner," — &  tolde  alle  f  e  cas,  as  welle  as  he 
coude, — "  and',  sir,  nowe  I  have  borowed  of  a  marcha2«nt*  so  moche 
moneye,  for  the  same  cas  to  be  fulfillid',  and'  vndir  this  conducion) 
fat  yf  I  holde  not  my  day  of  payment,  hit  shalle  thenne  be  lefulle 
to  hi??^  to  helde  of  alle  the  skynne  of  my  body  withjiis^^werde,  and' 
then  I  am  but  dede ;  and'  ther  for,  sir,  I  am  come  to  yow,  to  have 
counsaiH;  &  wyt,  how  I  may  bothe  have  helpe  ayenste  swiche  a 
pariH,  and'  also  to  have  the  love  of  that  lovely  lady."  "  J?ou  hast 
made  a  lewde  covenau?it,"  seide  vu'gile ;  "  For  as  a  man  bindithe 
him  withe  his  owne  Aville,  right  so  he  shatt  be  seruid',  be  lawe  of  the 
Emperoui'e ;  &  f ej'efore  f ou  shalt  do  wysely  for  to  kepe  f e  day  of 
*  thi  payment,  alle  thinges  lefte.      And?   towchinge    fe  dameseH,   I 

shalle  yeve  the  a  tale  of  truthe.  bi-twene  her  shete  &  hir  coue?-lyte 
of  hir  bed'  is  a  letter  of  swiche  vertu,  that  who  so  euer  gothe  with 
hir  to  bed',  he  shali  anon)  falle  in  to  a  dede  slepe,  &  he  shalle  not 
wake  til  tyme  f  «t  hit  be  put  awey  ;  and'  f  erefore  when  thowe  comest 
to  hir  bed',  seche  a-twene  the  shete  and'  the  couerlyte,  and'  f ow  shalt 

'  leaf  177.  col.  2. 
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f3'nde  the  letre;  and'  wlien)  few  hast  founde  hit,  caste  hit  fer  from)    ,/{/'^^ 

the  bedde,  and'  thenne  Entre  in  to  the  berP ;  for  jjou  shalt  not  slepe       f^  ^^\ 

til  tyme  that  thow  hast  doon).  thi  wille  withe  the  damiselle,  and'  that        ' 

shalle  torne  to  the  gret  honom'*  and?  loye."     The  kni^te  toke  his  leve 

at  Virgile,  anct  thonkid'  him  moche  of  his  hie  counseiH  y  ancf  yede 

to  the  damyseli,  an(J  yafe  hir  the  monye.     when  ny3:t  come,  the 

knijt  entend?  the  chaumbei'',  and'  p/'eveli  putte  his  honde  bitwene  fe 

coueHite  and?  the  shete,  and?  Jjere  he  fonde  the  letter ;  &  whenne  he 

hadde  hit,  he  caste  hit  fer  fro  the  bedde,  and?  lay  downe,  &  feynid' 

as  he  hadde  I-slepte.     And'  thenne  the  damiselle,  trowing  that  he 

hacP  y-slepte,  as  he  dude  afor*,  she  caste  of  hir  clothis,  &  went  to 

bedde.     Anon)  Jie  kni^te  sette  hande  to  hir,  as  is  J)e  maner  of  bed' ; 

and'  she  pe?-ceyvi($  that,  and  prayd'  him  of  grace,  ancf  to  save  hir 

maydinhode. — "  AncJ  I  shaH  dovble  al  the  monye  that  thow  hast 

yevin  to  me,  and'  yeve  it  to  the."     Jjenne  said  he,  "  Thow  lokist  at 

a  wronge  hole ;  ]jy  wordes  bethe  in  wast ;  I  shaH  now  do  in  dede 

that  I  have  longe  labovrid'  for*;" — and?  ocupijd?  him  with  hir  body, 

as  cours  is  of  kynde.     And?  aftir  he  lovicJ  hir  so  muche,  that  he  drow 

so  moche  to  hir  compane,  that  he  for-jate  ]je  marchaunt ;  and'  the  day 

of  payment  was  passid?  by  the  space  of  xiiij.  dayes.     And'  as  he  lay 

in  a  certen)  nyght  in  his  bed',  hit  come  to  his  mynde,  the  day  that 

he  made  to  the  marchaunt,  and'  aH  his  bowelles  wei^  storid'  ]ier& 

withe.     &  fenne  [he]  saide  to  hir,  "  Alas  !  woman),  Jj«t  euer  I  saw 

the,  for  I  am  but  dede  !    I  borowecP  for  thi  love  swiche  a  some  of 

mony,  for  ^to  pay  at  a  certeyne  day,  bi  this  conducion),  fat  yf  I  pay 

not  at  my  day,  he  shatt  have  fuH  power*  for  to  hilde  of  the  fleshe  of 

my  body,  w^■t7i  out  cowtradiccion) ;  and?  now  my  day  is  passicJ  four- 

tenji;e  ago,  so  hili    I   sette   myn)  hert   in  the."      then  seide   she, 

"  sorowithe  not  so  moche ;  gothe  to  him,  and?  debbelithe  the  mony 

to  him ;  ancJ  yf  he  wolle  not,  aske  howe  moche  he  wolle  have,  and' 

I  shalle  paye  it."     ])o  was  the  knijte  comforticP ;    he  yede  to  the 

citee,  and'  pere  he  mette  wit^  the  marchamit  in  the  stret,  anct  lowly         P<^^ 

he  saluid'  him.     \)o  saide  the  marchaunt,  "  so  sey  I  not  to  the." 

)5enne  seyde  the  kni3te,    "  ser,  for  the  trespas  that   I  have  made  ^ 

ayenst  youre  conuencion),  I  Avolle  dowble  \q  payment."     "  Ifaye," 

'  leaf  177,  back,  col.  1, 
GESTA.  H 
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seide  the  marcliaunt,  "  J)at  spalce  we  not  of ;  I  wolle  have  Eight  as 
N;^  fou  dudist  bynde  the  to  me."     "Aske  of  me,"  q?;od'  the  knight, 

^  ^      ;;;:    "  as  muche  mony  as  thowe  wolte,  an  J  thowe  shalt*  be  paide  for  my 
|>     trespas."      "It  is  veyne  that  thow  spekist,"  quod^  the  marchannt, 
Y^^  ^       "  ^^^  thowhe  thow  geve  to  me  al  the  gode  of  fi  citee,  I  wolle  have 
the  covenaunt  I-holde ;  &  non)  of  ere  wolle  I  have  of  the,  pan  as  the 
^  charter  asselid*  makithe  mencioun)  of."      And^  anon)  he  made  the 
knijt*  to  be  I-take,  and^  la(J  to  the  casteH,  and  sette  him  in  a  safe 
^^  __,--warde,  abydinge  the  lustice.     when  the  luge  was  come,  &  satte  in 
'  the  dome,  the  kni^t  come  to  barr*  amonge  o])er  presoners ;  and  the 

marchaunt  shewid'  his  letre  afor*  the  luge.  Anoon)  as  Jje  luge  sawe 
fere  his  owne  dede,  he  saide  to  alle  that  stode  aboute,  "sirs,  ye 
know  welle  it  is  the  law  of  the  EmperoMr,  that  yf  enye  man)  bynde 
him  by  his  owne  free  wille,  he  shal  Eesseyve  as  he  servithe ;  ap^ 
ferefore  this  merchaunt  shalle  have  covenaunf,  as  lawejvvoUe."  Kow 
in  al  fis  tyme  fe  damyseH,  his  love,  had  sent  knijtes  for'  to  aspie 
and  Enquer*,  how  the  law  was  pursued  a-yenst  him ;  &  whenne  she 
harde  telle  that  the  lawe  passid  ayenst  him,  she  kytte  of  al  the  longe 
her'  of  hir  hede,  and  cladde  hir  in  precious  clothing  like  to  a  man ; 
and  yede  to  the  palys  fere  as  hir  lemon)  was  to  be  demyd,  and  saluyd 
f e  lustice ;  and  al  they  trowid  fat  she  had  be  a  kni3te.  And  f e 
luge  Enquerid,  of  what  contree  she  Avas,  and  what  she  had  to  do  ther  1 
She  said,  "  I  am  a  kni3te,  &  come  of  fei^  contree,  and  hei^  tithinges 
that  fere  is  a  kni3te  amonge  ^yowe,  that  shulde  be  demidjto  dethe 
for  an)  obligacion)  that  he  made  to  a  marchaimt ;  and  f erefore  I 
am  come  to  deliuer  him."  J5enne  f  e  luge  saide,  "  it  is  lawe  of  the 
\kV  \.cV''^  Emperoure,  fat  who  so  euer  byndethe  him  VfitJi  his  owne  p?"opre 
\vj^\^  fj  ■^lls  &  cojzsente,  -with  oute  enye  constraynynge,  he  shulde  be  seruid 
^  >  "■  so  ayene."  when  the  damiseH  harde  this,  she  turnid  to  the  mar- 
chaunt, and  saide,  "  der*  frend,  what  p?-ofite  is  it  to  the  that  this 
kni3te,  that  stondithe  hei^  redy  to  the  dome,  be  slaynel  it  wer* 
[better]  to  the  to  have  monye,  than  to  have  him  slayne."  "  }2ou 
spekist  al  in  veyne,"  quod  the  merchaunf,  "  for  wit7i  oute  dowte  I 
wolle  have  the  lawe,  sife  he  bonde  him  so  frely ;  and  ferefoi-"  lie 
^  shalle  have  noon)  ofer  grace  f  anjawe  wolle  ;  for  he  come  to  me,  and' 
cr     \?>^  ^  V  '  leaf  177,  back,  col.  2. 
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I  not  to  him ;  I  desirkl'  him  not  ])ereto  a-yenste  his  wille."     }?enne 
seide  she,   "  I   praye  ]>&   howe  moche  shalle  I   yeve  to    have  my 
petucion)  ]    I  shalle  yeve  the  thi  monye  double,  and'  yf  that  be  not  ^l^^J^^ 
plesynge  to  the,  aske  of  me  what  pou  wolte,  &  Jjou  shalt  have  1 "    Jpen) 
saide  he,  "  thow  harde  me  neuer  seye,  but  that  I  wolde  have  my  ^^^^^y^JLo 
covenaunt  kepte."     "  Sojjely,"  seyde  she,  "  and'  fou  shalt,  trowe  me.      .-  ^.^  ^*^ 
Afoi^  yowe,i  sir  iuge,  and  afore  yowe  alle,  I  sey  now,  sir  iuge,  yevithe 
a  Eightwisdome  of  fat  fat  I  shaUe  sey  to  yowe.     ye  have  I-harde 
howe  moche  I  have  proferid  this  marchaunt  for  fe  lyf  of  this  kni3te, 
and  he  forsakithe  aH,  and  askithe  the^la\^ ;  and  that  likithe  me 
moche.     And  therfor',  lordinges,  that  bepe  her>,  herithe  me  what  I 
shalle  seye.     ye  knowithe  welle,  fat  the  kni3te  bonde  him  neuer  by 
letter,  but  that  the  marchaunt  shulde  have  powei^  to  kitte  his  fleshe 
fro  the  boons,  but  fere  was  no  couenaunt  made  of  sheding  of  blode;   gp  '  caoe/ 
fere  of  was  nothing  I-spoke.     And  ferefor'  late  him  set  bond  on) 
him  anoon) ;  and  yf  he  shede  ony  bloode  wft/i  his  shavinge  of  the      /    / 
fleshe,  for  sof e  then  shalle  the  kjoige  have  goode  lawe  vpoi^hi??i."    /^^^^V 
And  when  the  marchaunt  harde  this,  he  said,  "yef  me  my  monye,---       ''  h-:> / 
and  I  foryeve  my  accion)."     "  For  sof  e,"  quod  she,  "  thowe  shalt  not  ^ 

have  00  penye ;  for  a-foi-^  al  this  companye  I  proferid  to  the  al  fat 
I  myght,  and  f ou  forsoke  hit,  and  saydist  withe  a  lowde  voyse,  I 
shaUe  have  my  covenaunte ;  ^and  f  erf  or*  do  thi  beste  withe  him,  but 
loke  fat  f ow  shede  no  blode,  I  charge  the,  for  it  is  not  thin,  ne  no 
covenaunt  was  fere  of."  J)enne  fe  marchaunt  seynge  this,  yede 
awey  confus,  and  so  was  the  knijtes  lyf  sauid,  &  no  penye  I-payde.^/' 
And  she  yede  home  ayene,  and  dude  of  that  clothinge,  &  clothid  hir 
as  she  was  afor',  like  to  a  womaii).  And  the  kni3te  yede  home  a-yene  ; 
and  the  damiseli  turnid,  and  met  hi/>i,  and  askid  howe  he  had 
I-spedde,  as  thowhe  she  had  not  knowen  ther  of.  "  A  !  lady,"  quod 
he,  "  f is  day  was  I  in  poynt  to  be  dede  for  f y  love,  but  as  I  Avas  in 
point  to  be  dampnid,  fere  come  in  sodeynlye  a  knite,  a  fair*  and  Avel 
I-shape,  the  Avhiche  I  sawe  neuer  afor*;  and  he  deliuerid  me  by 
his  Excellent  wisdam,  bofe  from  dethe  and  eke  from)  payment  of 
moneye."  "  J^enne  were  thow"^  quo  I'  she,  "  vnkynde,  fat  woldest 
nat  bidde  that  knijte  to  mete,  that  so  faire  had  savid  the."  He 
'  your,  MS.  *  leaf  178,  col.  1.  '  thowhe,  MS. 
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\  aunswerde  jjere  to,  &  saide,  ])at  he  come  sodewly,  anc^  sodenly  yede. 

\    j.        }?enne  seide  she,  "knowiste  jjow  him,  if^  jjou  seye  him?"    "yee," 

^^  quoJ  he,  "  Eight  wele."     She  yede  vp,  and«  cladde  hir  as  slie  dide 

<^ '  afore ;  and'  Jjen  she  yede  forthe,  and'  the  kni3te  knewe  her  thenne 

wele,  and'  for  loye  fel  dovne  vpon)  hire,  and'  saide,  "  blessid'  be  thow, 

&  J?e  houre  in  the  whiche  I  fyrste  knew  the  ! "     And'  he  wepte ;  and' 

aftir  he  weddid'  hir,  and'  livid'  &  deyde  in  the  service  of  god' ;  and' 

yelde  to  god'  goode  sowlis. 

M0RALITEE.2 

DEre  frendes,  Jjis  Emperour*  is  J)e  Fadir  of  hevin,  oure  lorde  Ihesu 
Criste ;  fe  dowter,  fat  is  so  faire,  is  the  sowle  I-made  to  the 
similitude  of  god'.  j)e  kni^t,  that  stirithe  hir  to  synne,  is  Euery 
worldly  man),  the  whiche  is  aboute  bothe  nyte  and'  day  to  foule  his 
soule ;  and'  pe/'foi''  he  p?"oferithe  many  grete  yiftes,  scil.  veyne  worldly 
goodes.  [But  as  longe]  as  Jje  letre  lithe  in  the  bedde,  scil.  vertues 
whiche  jje  soule  receyvid'  in  baptime,  so  longe  he  may  not  foule  Jie 
3 soule;  and'  so  bethe  they  contrarijd'  to-gedyr,  scil.  the  sprite  &  ]je 
lleshe;  &  ferefor*  seithe  fe  Apostle,  Sjjivitus  concupiscit  aduersus 
carnem,  et  caro  aduersus  spiritum,  &c.  This  is  to  seye,  ])q  sprite 
coveitithe  ayenste  f e  fleshe,  and'  the  fleshe  ayenste  the  sprite.  ]?en 
J)e  kni3t,  scil.  fe  fleshely  man,  gothe  to  the  marchaunt,  scil.  to  the 
devil,  as  ofte  as  he  delitithe  in  dedly  synne ;  &  he  writithe  the 
charter,  when)  he  consentithe  to  synne  ;  he  selithe  hit,  when  he  dothe 
the  synne.  for  in  holy  writte  EfFucioh)  of  bloode  is  not  elks  but 
trespas  in  synnyng,  or  effucion)  bi  cause  of  synne ;  as  Crist  shadde 
/  his  bloo<J  by  cause  of  synne ;  and'  so  al  that  dothe  synne  bethe 
sarvauntes  of  the  devilis,  as  thes  wordes  witnessithe,  Cuiws  ojjera 
quis  facit,  seruus  Eius  est,  This  is  to  seye,  Eche  man  is  seruaunt  of 
\  him,  whos  werkis  he  worchijje.  AncJ  therf oi^,  yf  we  do  synne,  we 
bethe  se?'vauntes  of  the  devil,  virgile,  that  meuyd'  him  to  meve  jje 
let?'e,  is  pryde  of  lyf,  fe  whiche  suffrithe  not  that  a  soule  livithe  not 
in  clennesse.  For  as  sone  as  vertues  bethe  Eemevid'  by  assentyng  to 
synne,  assone  the  soule  fallithe,  and'  a  man)  is  delitid'  in  synne,  fat 
he  foryetithe  fe  euerlastyng  lyf  whiche  he  lost  for  synne,  til  tyme 
'  of,  MS.  »  Mortalitee,  MS.  ^  leaf  178,  col.  2. 
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that  sekeness  come  of  feblenesse,  by  povert,  or  tribulacioii) ;  &  fenne 
swiche  men  bethe  ofte  tyme  attachicl'  by  the  ma/'chaiint,  scil.  fe 
devil,  in  so  moche  that  the  wrecchid  man)  shalle  have  no  power*  to 
make  satisfaccioun)  or  sorowe  for  his  synnes,  but  outerly  stondithe  iii 
pe^-ilis  of  dethe,  thenne  the  damiselle  seiBg  this,  she  clotheithe  hir 
like  to  a  knight,  right  so  we  shulde  do ;  we  shulde  caste  fro  vs 
the  olde  lyf,  and  elope  vs  -with  a  newe,  scil.  goode  ve?'tuys,  and' 
assende  vpon)  the  palfrey  of  Eesoune,  and  so  go  forthe  to  holy  chu'che, 
&  fere  pray  god  Wit/i  a  fulle  herte,  &  allegge  ayenst  pe  devil,  that 
he  sle  vs  not,  by  cause  that  god  bowte  vs.  but  then  vs  muste  take 
awey  the  fieshe,  scil.  flesshelye  affecciouws,  so  that  no  bloode  falle, 
scil.  no  synne  be  in  vs ;  for  yf  we  do  not  so,  scil.  take  awey  flesshely 
affecciouns,  pat  pere  be  no  synne,  elles  pe  Emperoure  of  hevene 
wolle  have  an  acciou)  a'yenst  vs.  And  yf  we  wolle  thus  alegge 
ayenste  pe  devil,  as  pe  damisel  dud  a-yenst  the  marchaunt,  withe- 
outen  dowte  penne  shalle  the  flesshe  '&  pe  sprite  be  marijd,  to  live  in 
blisse,  &c. 

[  XLI.  ] 
SESAE  A  WISE  EMP^iJOUEE. 

(of  an   emperor  who  suffered   the   loss   of  his   eye   for  the 

sake  of  his  son.) 

SEsar  was  a  wise  Empe^'oure  Eeignynge  in  the  cetee  of  Eome ;  & 
he  ordeynid  for  a  lawe,  pat  yf  peve  w^er*  eny  man)  pat  defoulid  a 
virgine,  he  shulde  lese  bothe  his  yen.  This  Emperoure  had  a 
Sonne,  that  he  louid  moche.  hit  happid  on)  a  certeyne  day,  as  this 
yonge  man  walkid  by  the  citee,  he  mette  withe  a  fayr*  mayde,  fe 
dowter  of  a  certeyne  wedowe ;  &  he  oppressid  hir,  &  foulid  hir  in 
flesh.  And  the  Emperoure  come  to  the  cetee,  and  pe  forsayde 
w-edowe  mette  withe  him,  knelyng  vppon)  hir  knees,  and  seide  to 
him,  "My  lorde,  do  Eight  and  lawe,  as  thow^  haste  ordeynid  Jji 
selfe.  for  I  had  but  oo  dowter,  and  thi  sone  hathe  defoulid  hir 
by  oppression)  and  strenght."  Jjenne  the  Emperoure  was  hilie 
y-mevid  in  mynde,  &  saide  to  his  sone,  "  A  !  cursid  wrecche,  whi 
hast  thow  don)  a-yenste  my  lawel  )3ou  shalt  have  the  law  withe 
'  leaf  178,  back,  col.  1,  '  thew,  MS. 
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outene  dowte,  as  I  have  ordeynicK"  when  worthi  lordes  harde  fis, 
thei  seiden  alle  with  on)  voyse,  "  lorde,  ]iou  hast  but  on)  sone,  and? 
jieretore  it  is  not  for  the  beste,  fat  pou  do  oute  his  yen."  then 
seide  the  Emperoure,  "  Sirs,  ye  knowithe  wel,  fat  I  made  the  lawe, 
&  he  hathe  broken)  hit ;  &  perefoi^  sithe  he  fat  is  my  sonne  wolde 
breke  hit,  he  shalle  have  the  lawe."  "A!  lorde,"  seyde  thei, 
"  for  his  love  that  dide  on)  the  crosse,  dof  not  so  to  youre  sone ;  for 
that  weP  aftir  jour  discese  a  grete  shame  to  vs,  that  we  sliulde  have 
a  blynde  man  to  our*  Eniperoui-'  aftir  ^yowe."  Jjenne  seide  fe 
Emperoure,  "  j)a.nne  shalle  I  a-swage  the  lawe  in  him,  and'  yitte 
fulfille  hit,  and'  that  in  this  mane?'.  Myn  ye  is  fe  ye  of  my  sone,  & 
his  ye  is  myn) ;  and'  f  erefor"  takithe  oute  on)  ye  of  myn)  hede,  an(J 
anof  ere  ye  out  of  my  sones  hede,  and'  so  the  law  shalle  be  kepte." 
knijtes  yede  to,  and'  dude  in  al  poyntes  as  the  Emperowr  comaundid', 
in  so  muche  that  men  dradde  hili  the  Emperoure  after,  for  j?e  harJ 
dome  that  he  had'  yevin  fer,  &  so  stretlye  I-kepte. 

MORALITEB. 

Ere  Trend es,  fis  Emperoure  is  oure  lor(J  Ihesu  Crist;  that  or- 
deynid'  for  a  lawe,  that  yf  eny  man)  foulid'  a  virgine,  he  shulde 
lese  his  yen),  fat  is,  the  light  of  hevene.  but  the  sone  of  the 
Emperoure  deflourid'  a  virgine,  scil.  a  Cristen  man,  fat  foulithe  his 
soule  by  synne ;  and'  f  erfor*  the  Emperoure  Criste  sorewithe, 
whenne  fat  f e  wedowe,  scil.  consciens,  pleynithe ;  &  f erefore  he 
for-soke  his  light  in  hevene,  what  tyme  that  he  come  dovne  from) 
hevene,  and'  for  oure  transgression)  &  oure  trespas  putte  him  selve 
out  from)  the  light  of  hevene,  takynge  the  forme  of  a  symple 
sarvaunt ;  ancJ  not  only  did'  oute  one  ye,  but  suffrid'  al  his  body  to 
be  woundid'  to  dethe.  And'  so  he  wolle  that  f  ou,  synner,  sufFre  to 
have  out  an  ofer  ye,  scil.  to  do  stronge  penaunse  wif  him  for  thi 
synne,  that  god'  may  seye,^  "as  I  suffred'  penaimce  fore  fe.  Eight 
so  do  fou,  whenne  fow  art  in  dedlye  synne."  ancJ  so,  sir,  f  e  lawe 
of  the  Emperoure  may  be  kepte,  and'  fou  be  saf,  and  have  f e  empire^ 
of  hevene.     Ad  quod  nos  perducat*  &c. 

'  leaf  178,  liack.  col.  2.  ^  tliat  ]jou  Gode  may  right,  MS.     See  Notes. 

^  Eniprroiirc,  MS.  ■*  parducat,  MS. 


XLII.  HOW  THE  SON  WAS  DISCOVERED.    STORY.    HL.  7333,  &  ^i).  9066.    1C7 

[   XLII.    ] 

POLEMIC/^  A  WISE  miFUROUE. 

(of  the  three  reputed  sons  of  an  emperor,  and  how  the 
true  son  was  discovered.) 

iTpvOlemiMS  Eeignid'  a  wys  Emperoure  in  the  citee  of  Eome,  and?  he 
W-^  weddid'  a  wyf  of  the  kyngdoiu)  of  spayne ;  the  which  woman 
JL  bare  in  his  tyme  iij.  childeriii).  In  a  day  whene  fe  Empe?-es  was 
a-grevid'  wif  the  kynge,  she  saide  to  him,  "  I  telle  fe  sothely,  on  of  thes 
childerin  is  ]>i  sone,  and  the  ofere  too  befe  not  thin."  J3e  Emperoure 
herynge  thes  wordes,  seide  to  hire,  "  I  pray  fe,  tel  me  whiche  is  my 
Sonne]"  "  iSTay,"  quoc?  she,  "  I  wol  not,  for  yf  I  dude,  fou  woldest 
sette  al  thi  cure  &  ))i  love  in  him  that  wer*  tlii  childe,  ancJ  not  on) 
the  Ofere;  and'  ferefore  as  longe  as  J)ou  livist,  jjou  shalt  have  of 
echon)  lik  cur*,  &  love  in  herte."  Jjeime  the  Emperowr  heilde  him 
still  e,  &  wolde  speke  no  moi-*  of  that  mater.  And'  whenne  he  laye 
ou)  his  dethe-bed,  he  callid'  the  iij.  childerin)  to  him,  &  seide, 
"  deere  frendes,  I  moste  nedis  dye  nowe,  and  I  may  not  eschew  hit ; 
and  jjerefor*  I  have  hei''  a  Eynge,  fe  whiche  I  yeve  &  bequethe  to 
him  of  yow  fat  is  my  sone."     And  aftir  pes  wordes  he  dide ;  &  fe 

'  leaf  179,  col.  1. 

[Second  Version.     Adclit.  MS.  9066,  leaf  18,  back.] 

[  XTL  ] 

POIeminus  reigned  in  Rome,  that  had  taken)  hym  a  wyf*  of  the  kyng- 
dome  of  Spayn),  that  brought  hym  forth  iij.  sones,  that  wexen) 
faire  childreiii.  The  Empe/-esse  was  on  a  tyme  wrothe,  and  saicB 
vnto  the  Emperoui'',  ^  "  I  say  the  for  sothe,  that  one  of  the  children)  is 
thyne,  and  no  mo."  H  The  emperour  said,  "  I  pray  the  telle  me  which  ^ 
of  aH  thise  is  my  sone."  she  said,  "  I  shaH  not  telle  the,  for  yf  I 
shuld  telle  the,  thou  shuldest  love  hym,  and  cherissh  hym,  and  not 
the  other ;  Therfore  Avhile  thou  livest,  thou  shalt  cherissh  hem  aH 
y-like."  H  The  Emperour,  whan  he  hadde  herd  this,  he  was  in  pease, 
and  woLl'  no  more  speke  of*  the  matir,  Sone  after  he  hlle  sike  ;  and 
whan  he  had  laboured  in  his  last  ende,  he  called  to  hjmi  his  iij. 
sonnes,  and  said  to  hem,  "  Children),  I  shaH  not  ascape  this  sike- 
nesse,  IF  But  I  have  a  precious  ryng,  and  I  bequeth  it  to  hym  that  is 

'  whi,  MS. 
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Empe?-oure  was,  as  is  J)e  maiier  &  Eesoun),  wurshipefuUi  buried'. 
Aftir  his  buriiiige  the  iij.  chilJerin  made  distaunce  for  Jje  Eiug,  and' 
that  longe,  til  tyrae  put  Ipe  yonger  brojjer  seide,  "  jpis  is  not  worthe  to 
make  suche  a  stryf ;  late  vs  go  to  the  kynge  of  levusalem,  ))at 
dwelhjje  hei''  beside  vs,  &  late  vs  stonde  to  his  dome."  )?enne  seide 
fey,  "  Jxit  is  gode  counseiH,"  \)ey  yede  to  fe  kynge,  &  tolde  hi?/i 
howe,  &  vndir  what  wordes,  |)at  hir  fadir  had'  biquethe  his  ring.^ 
Anooii)  pe  kynge  made  pe  Empe/-o?<r  to  be  hacP  out  of  pe  Erjje,  & 
made  his  body  be  y-bounde  to  a  tree ;  &  he  made  echon  of  hem  to 
take  a  bowe  &  an  arowe,  and'  bad'  hem  shete  at  him,  echon)  aftir 
opere ;  for  he  that  smote  deppest  in  to  the  herte  of  him,  he  shulde 
have  f>e  Rynge.  they  made  hem  Redy  to  this  Averke,  in  so  moche 
that  he  firste  toke  an  arowe,  &  shet  a  depe  stroke  in  to  the  herte  ^of 
the  dede  body ;  pe  secounde  smote  deppe/'e  than  the  firste ;  &  the 
yongest  stoode  a-fer,  and?  be-helde  the  folis  shete.  "  Come  nere,"  quocJ 
the  kyng,  "  and'  shete  thow ;  now  late  see,  yf  thow  mow  passe  hem." 
water  fel  fro  his  yen),  and'  he  saide,  "  nay,  god'  forbede,  sir,  that  I 
shuld'  do  swiche  a  dispite  to  him  pat  me  gate  !  I  nolde  do  it  for  al 
'  Hng,  MS.  ^  leaf  179,  col.  2. 

[Secoiui  Version.     Addit.  MS.  9066.] 

my  sone  of  you  iij."  whan  he  had'  said'  this,  he  died',  sone  aftir, 
Avhan  he  was  buried',  the  iij.  sonnes  striven)  for  the  ryng.  than  the 
yonger  brother  said',  "  Ave  are  Ijrethern) ;  it  is  not  good'  that  stryf*  be 
amonge  vs.  IT  Here  be-side  there  dAvelleth  a  kjoig ;  go  Ave  to  hym, 
and  as  he  demeth  lette  vs  stonde  to  his  dome,  for  he  is  a  wise  man." 
they  saideu),  "this  is  a  good'  counsaile."  and  anon  they  wenten  to 
the  kyng,  and  said'  to  hym,  how  her  fadir  had'  bequeth  a  ryng  to 
hym  that  is  ^his  sone  of  hem  three.  IT  The  kyng,  Avhan  he  had'  herd' 
the  tale,  lie  said',  "  gothe,  and  take  vp  your  fadir  out  of  the  erthe, 
and  bynde  his  body  fast  to  a  tree ;  and  than  shaH  I  sey  Avhat  is  to 
done."  Thei  didde  as  he  badde.  IT  Than  said'  the  kyng,  "  eche  of 
you  must  ha\'e  a  boAve  and  an  aroAve ;  and  he  that  sheteth  deppest 
in  his  fadirs  hert,  he  shaH  have  the  rynge."  ^  The  eldest  shotte,  and 
smote  depe  in  his  Fadirs  hert.  after  that,  the  Second'  sone  shotte, 
and  smote  depper  than  did'  the  first.  Than  said'  tlie  kyng,  "for 
sothe  thou  hast  smytten  depper  pan  thi  brothei\"  IT  The  yongest 
brother  stode  aferre,  and  Avept  bitterly.  The  kyng  said',  "  frende, 
shote  as  thi  breihern)  have  done."     "god  forbede  !"  said'  he,  "that 

'  leaf  19. 
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the  wordle."  Tlienue  seide  the  kyuge,  "  I  am  now  sekir  fat  thow 
art  his  lawfull  sone,  and'  the  othir  too  bethe  hastardes,  and'  not  of 
his  blode,  ancf  that  is  wel  sens  now;  and  jiereiov'  have  hei-'  this 
Itinge,  as  for  thi  Eight,  wel  wist  youre  fadir  what  he  ment,  when 
he  bequathe  the  Einge,  &  saide,  '  I  yeve  hit  to  him  of  yow,  that  is 
mjn' "  &c.     Amen! 

MORALITEE. 

DEre  frendes,  this  Emperaure  is  oure  lord'  IhesM  Crista ;  f  e  Em- 
peres  is  holy  chirche;  pe  iij.  childerin  bethe  iij.  kyndes  of  men); 
|7e  ringe  that  is  rounde  betokenithe  hevene.  by  the  iirste  sone 
we  vndirstonde  lewes  &  sarsinis ;  by  the  secounde  sone  fals  Cristen 
men,  that  aftir  hir  baptim  drawithe  toward'  Jie  devil ;  and'  by  the 
thirde  sone  we  vndirstonde  the  chosyn)  childerm  of  god'.  Is'owe  fe 
fLrste  childe  shetithe,  sci7.  lewes  &  sarasins,  the  whiche  trowithe  not 
that  he  was  I-boi''  of  a  virgine,  &  toke  passion),  &  suffrid'  defe,  and' 
was  I-bnried?,  J3e  Secounde  sone  is  a  fals  Cristen  man) ;  he  smitethe 
depper,  whenne  he  dothe  a  dedely  synne,  Jje  whiche   in  tyme  of 
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I  shuhJ  do  that  dispite  vnto  hym  that  gate  me,  and  that  I  shuld' 
perissh  his  hert ;  for  aH  the  good  in  the  world  wold'  I  not  do  that 
dispite  to  my  fadir."  IT  Than  said'  the  kyng,  "  with  out  doute  thou 
art  his  sone ;  and  the  other  are  not  his  sonnes ;  and  therfore  your 
fadir  bequathe  wele  the  ryng."  and  so  the  yongest  sone  resceived' 
it,  and  ended'  his  lyf  in  pease. 

Declaracio.  Frendes,  this  Emperour'  is  our  lord  Ihesu  crist. 
The  Empresse  is  holy  chirch ;  the  iij.  sonnes  are  iij.  maner  of  men. 
The  rynge,  that  is  rounde  w/t//outen  an  ende,  betokeneth  heven.  H  By 
the  first  sone  we  shaH  vndrestond'  the  lewes  and  the  Sarasynes,  IT  And 
by  the  second  we  shuH  vndrestond'  false  cristen  men,  IT  And  by  the 
thirde  goddes  chosen)  sone.  IT  The  first  sone  that  shotte,  that  is,  tlie 
lewes  and  the  sarasynes,  that  trowe  not  that  crist  was  borne  of  a 
maide,  and  suffred  deth,  and  was  buried,  and  rose  agayn).  ^  But  the 
second  sone,  that  is,  a  false  cristen  man,  that  smote  hym  depper 
than  the  first  whan  he  dothe  a  dedely  sjoine  ;  for  he  did  homage  to 
god  in  his  baptyme,  Therfore  he  offended  god  more  grevously,  whan 
he  synneth  dedely,  than  the  lewe  or  the  sarasyn).  ^  But  the  thirde 
brother,  that  is,  a  good'  cristen)  man,  that  sorowith  mekeH  aH  way 
whan  he  seetB  god  smytten)  and  offended  by  synne ;  for  he  wille  in 
no  wise  shete,  that  is,  to  synne  ayenst  god.  And  therfore  shaH  the 
rynge  be  yeve  to  such  one,  as  the  wise  kyng  that  domed  which  of 
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baptiine  made  homage  to  god',  &  forsoke  the  deviH  and'  alle  his 

pomperis ;  &  in  fat  that  he  made  an  homage,  he  grevithe  god'  mor* 

paii)  a  Tewe  or  a  sarasyne,  fat  nevir  made  none.     But  the  thirde 

sone,  scil.   a  gode  Cristen)  man,  he  sorowithe  mnche,  whanne  he 

sethe  gorf  so  smiten)  by  synne,  &  he  wolle  ^not  shete  by  no  maney ; 

and?  tlier-fore  to  him,  as  to  the  worthi  childe  and'  a  treAve  sone,  is 

yeven)  the  Eynge,  scil.  fe  loye  of  the  kyngdom)  of  hevene.    Ad  quod 

nos  peirlucat  &c. 

'  leaf  179,  back,  col.  1. 
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the  iij.  brethern)  shuk^  have  the  ryng,  that  is,  the  second'  persone  of 
the  Trinite,  the  wisedom)  of  the  fadir,  to  whom  aH  domes  are  yeven). 
IF  This  is  the  wise  kyng,  that  shaH  deme  at  the  day  of  dome  which  of 
thise  iij.  brethern),  that  is,  which  of  thise  iij.  peple,  shaH  have  the 
rynge.  IT  The  first  sone,  tho  ben  the  hethen)  peple,  that  wold'  not  leve 
on  god.  H  The  second'  sone  ai-*  false  cristen  men,  that  amend'  hem 
not,  while  thei  liven  with  contricion),  ^  confession),  and  satisfaccion), 
none  of  thise  ij.  peple  shaH  have  the  rynge,  but  be  dampned'  to 
helle.  11  The  thirde  sone  are  aH  trew  cristen  men  and  women,  and 
tho  that  have  be  synners,  and  have  amended'  her  lyf  here,  while 
thei  lived'  by  contricion),  confession),  and  satisfaccion),  and  other 
goof?  werkes  of  mercy.  IT  To  hem  shaH  be  yeveii)  the  rynge  that  is 
rounde,  and  hatlie  none  ende,  by  the  whiche  is  vndirstond'  the  blisse 
of  heven,  that  hath  none  ende.  IT  To  the  whiche  loye  and  blisse 
brynge  vs  this  wyse  domesman,  whan  he  shaH  sitte,  and  deme  trewly 
aH  thynge ! 

'  leaf  19,  back. 


[  XLIII.   ] 
ARCHILAUS  A  WISE  EMP^i^OURE. 

(of    THE    WONDERFUL    SHIRT    MADE    BY    A   VIRGIN.) 

AEchilaus  Eeignid'  a  wise  Emperoure  in  the  citee  of  Eome,  a 
semly  man,  and'  of  grete  stature  ;  and?  this  Emperoz<r  desirid' 
gretly  to  have  a  sherte  sotelyche  I-made  for  his  body,  and!  wolde 
have  it  I-made  by  fe  hondis  of  a  virgine  vnfoulid'.  And'  therfore  he 
sente  messageris  ouer  al  the  Empire,  to  loke  yf  eny  swiche  myght  be 
founde,  \at  coude  make  swiche  a  shirte,  but  they  coude  fynde  nooii), 
but  that  they  wei^  corrupte,  or  vnperfite  of  the  crafte,  or  vncunnynge 
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in  tlie  mystery.  So  oi:)  a  d;iy,  as  this  Emperoure  went  in  his 
orcharde,  fere  come  to  him  a  Secretarie,  fat  was  nye  of  his  counseiH, 
and'  saide  to  him,  "sir,  ther  is  a  damiseH  dwellyng  hei'^  in  this 
londe,  ftiire  and'  gracious,  and  merveilouslye  sotU  in  crafte,  f»e  whiche 
can  wel  werche  your  sherte,  aftir  youre  desire  &  vse."  when)  the 
Emperoure  hurde  that,  he  was  glad'  and'  iocounde ;  he  callid'  to  liim 
a  messagfir,  &  saide  to  him,  "go,  in  al  the  haste  J?rtt  Ipou.  may,  for 
swiche  a  damesel,  and'  make  to  hire  a  faire  salutacion),  for  hit  is  tolde 
me,  that  she  is  pert,  &  wise,  &  clene,  for  to  do  my  desyre ;  ancJ  yef 
to  hir  in  my  name  this  lynne  clothe,  pe  whiche  is  in  lenght  &  hrede 
but  iij.  ynchis ;  and!  sey  to  hir,  that  she  make  for  me  a  shirte  of  so 
litle  clo])e,  longe  &  brode  y-nowhe  for  my  body ;  &  yf  so  be  tliat 
sh«  by  hir  sotill  crafte  fulfiUe  my  wylle,  in  this  cas  [she]  shalle  be 
my  wyf."  The  messager  come  to  the  damiselle,  and'  in  the  name  of 
the  Eraperoure  he  worshipfully  gret  her",  an(J  seide  to  hir,  "  damisel, 
my  lorde  the  Empe?-our'  sendithe  me  to  the,  and  he  gretithe  J>e  AveH  ; 
land  hei'  he  sendithe  the  Ijmne  clothe,  havinge  in  quantite  iij. 
inchis ;  and  he  pray  the  the  Enterly,  fat  fou  make  for  him  of  this 
litle  quantite  a  shirte,  and  that  hit  be  longe  &  brode  y-nowhe  for 
his  body."  *'  j)a,t  wer*  a  wondirfull  thing,"  quod  she,  "  neuertlieles 
I  vndirtake  to  make  for  him  a  shirte  large  I-nowe  for  his  body."  J?e 
messager  heringe  thes  wordes,  he  turnid  home  ayene,  and  tolde  to 
the  Emperoure  of  hir  aunswei''.  when  the  Emperoure  harde  that, 
he  ordeynid  an  honest  vessel,  in  the  whiche  she  shulde  werche  hit. 
J5e  maide  yede  to  werke,  &  she  wrou3te  in  that  vessel  swiche  a  serke, 
large  I-nowe  to  the  Emperour".  when  the  Emperoure  harde  that,  he 
weddid  the  damsel,  &  livid  faire  lyfe,  &c. 

MOBALITEB. 

DEre  frendes,  this  Emperoure  is  god,  the  fadir  of  hevene,  the 
whiche  walkith  in  the  faire  Orcharde  of  hevene  ;  and  bifor'  the 
tyme  that  he  had'  takin  fleshe  of  mankynde  that  was  loste,  he 
thowte  of  hit,  and  of  the  lost ;  &  pe/'efor'  0^:*  faderis  desirid  to  see  him 
in  fleshe,  but  they  dud  not,  for  god  sent  his  sone,  Avhen  he  sawe  tyme 
ferto.     The  gentil  damisel  was  the  blessid  wirgine  marie,  to  whom 

'  leaf  179,  back,  col.  2. 
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god!  sent  the  arcliangell  gabrieH,  fat  grete  hir  when)  he  saide,  IF  Ave 
gracia  ;plena  !  IF  This  is  to  seye,  hayle  ful  of  grace  !  neuerfieles  she 
aunswerde  doutefully,  seing,  thus,  IT  Quomodo  fiet  istud  ?  this  is  to 
seye,  how  shulde  this  be  I-done^  the  clothe  hathe  iij.  inchis,  sail. 
power*  of  the  fadir,  wisdom)  of  the  sone,  &  grace  of  the  holy  goste ; 
ancP  alle  the  worchinge  of  the  triuitee  was  I-put  in  hir*,  when  she 
conseyuid!  the  sone  of  gocJ.  )5e  vessell,  that  gocJ  yaf  to  worche 
in,  was  sanc/ificaczon)  that  he  made  in  the  wombe  of  his  modir, 
■\vher  wathe  that  she  myght  conseyve  fe  Sonne  of  god';  ^anc5  so 
she  wrovte,  fat  al  the  worlde  myght  not  take  for  to  worche,  and'  the 
shirte,  that  was  wrovte,  was  the  manhode  of  Criste.  To  the  which 
archangel  she  yaf  graunt,  &  be-hite  him,  when  she  saide,  Ecce  ancilla 
domini ;  fiat  michi  secundum  verhum  tuum,  This  is  to  seye,  loo  ! 
the  hande-mayde  of  the  lorde ;  be  it  I-do  to  me  aftir  thi  worde,  or 
as  J>ou  hast  I-seyde.  She  hadde  a  wessel  yevin)  to  hir,  whenne  hit 
was  I-seyde  to  hir,  Spiritus  sandus  ohumhrahit  Hhi,  jpe  holy  gost 
shalle  liten)  in  the  as  a  shadow.  And'  thus  she  be-come  the  spouse 
of  Criste  for  Eue^-mor*.     Que  nos  perducaf^  &c. 

[  XLIV.  ] 
SATUENINUS  A  WISE  EMP^iiJOUEE. 

(why  the  emperor's  three  daughters,  who  WEBB  WIDOWS, 
WOULD  NOT  MARRY  A  SECOND  TIME.) 

SAturninus  was  a  wys  Empe/'oure  Reigning  ^  in  the  citee  of  Rome ; 
the  which  had'  iij.  dowteris,  that  he  marijd'  vnto  iij.  dukes,  yviiJi 
grete  loye  &  withe  grete  power* ;  and'  withe  in  thre  yer*  fe  iij. 
dukis  wei^  dede,  and  iij.  wodewis  wer*  I-left  bihinde.  Aftir  J) is  dethe, 
pe  Emperoui*  come  to  the  first  dowter,  &  saide  to  hir,  "  dowter,  I 
counseiH  the,  that  fou  take  an  husbonde,  and'  I  shalle  gete  the  a 
noble  man),  and?  a  worthi."  "  Nay,"  quod  she,  "  I  wolle  noon),  and' 
that  for  this  skylle.  ye  wote  weUe,  that  I  am  neyjje?-e  feire,  ne 
semlye,  ne  plesynge  to  mannis^  ye;  and'  ferefore  no  man  wolle  take 
me  for  love,  but  for  my  Eichesse;  and'  ferefore  I  make  myn)  avowe* 

'  leaf  180,  col.  1.  '  parducat,  MS.  ^  reignig,  MS. 

*  man  is,  MS.  *  avove,  MS. 
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to  god',  ]>at  swiclie  on)  wol  I  none  take."  Tlienne  the  Emperoiire 
come  to  ])0  secounde,  and'  saide  Eight  so  to  hir.  *'  jN^ay,"  saide  she, 
andf  that  for  this  cause,  "  yf  I  take  an  husbond',  I  shulde  love  him 
as  muche  as  him  fat  I  hadde  a-fore,  or  elles  lesse ;  and  yf  I  lovid' 
him  lasse,  fenne  ther  shulde  he  no  trew  love  hitwene  vs,  and'  yf  I^ 
lovid'  him  as  moche  as  I  dude  the  firste,  that  had'  my  maydinhode, 
fieil  I  dide  out  of  lieson),  as  me  semithe."  The  Emperour  yede  to  the 
Thirde,  and'  seide,  "  wolt  Jjou  J>at  I  gete  to  the  an)  hushonde ;  yf 
thow  wolt  telle  me,  and'  I  shalle  gete  the  on)  fallyng  to  thin  Estate  1 " 
"  A !  2gocl?  forhede,"  quocJ  she,  "  for  holly  chirche  tellithe  vs,  jjafc  a 
man  &  a  woman)  couplid'  to-geder  in  matrimony  er  oo  body,  and' 
two  in  sovle.  So  that  my  body  is  Ipe  body  of  my  hushonde,  and'  yf 
the  fleshe  be  so  deei-*,  ])enne  ere  the  boones  eke ;  &  Jie^'efor',  as  longe 
as  eny  bone  is  in  the  sepulcure  of  my  hushonde,  as  longe  shuUe  I 
neuer  be  couplid  to  noon)  olper  man)  fanne  to  him."  whenne  the 
Emperoure  hadde  I-harde  al  thes  aunsweris,  he  wolde  no  mor'  towche 
to  hem  of  matrimonye ;  so  fey  yeld'  goode  sowlis  to  god',  of  whos 
dethe  gret  lamentacion)  was  I-made,  &  sorow  in  the  cite. 

MORALITEB. 

DEre  Frendes,  jjis  Emperoure  is  god? ;  by  the  iij.  dowte?"is,  that 
bethe  I-marijd',  we  may  vndirstonde  sowlis,  whiche  havijj 
in  hem  fre  thinges,  scil.  to  stire  or  meve  withe  sovlis  of 
feet,^  to  smelle  ^Yith  bestes,  &  to  vndirstonde  Wit/i  aungles.  J5e  iij. 
dowteris  were  marijd  to  iij.  dukes  by  synne  of  the  fiirste  fadir ;  fe 
soule  was  marijd'  to  the  devil  be  pryde  of  lyfe,  marj'ed  to  the  worlds 
by  wronge  covetise  of  yen),  and'  also  to  the  fleshe  by  sensualite. 
)3es  bethe  oure  iij.  Enmyes ;  but  by  doynge  of  penaunse,  and  by  the 
passion)  of  Criste,  peye  wei''  dede,  &  so  subiecte  to  men,  Jjat  alle  men 
in  the  worlde  my^t  withstonde  for  to  Eesseyve  synne,  and  to  be 
couplid  -with  wickidnesse,  yf  Ipat  Jje  fei'  wolle  only  assente  Jjere  to. 
&  ])e?'efore  seithe  Angustinus,  Peccatum.  voluntarium  est,  synne  is 
wilfulle ;  that  a  man  dare  not  take  hit,  but  he  wolle  him  selfe.  And 
J)e  iij.  dukes,  that  wer*  the  husbondes  of  the  iij.  dowteris,  may  be 

1  &  yf  I  ancr  yf  I,  M.^.  '  leaf  180,  col.  2. 

'■'  Sic  MS.     Sjc  Notes. 
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seide  tlie  holy  trenite,  that  coveytithe  a  man)  to  be  couplid'  to  him 
by  penaunce ;  and'  j^eref ore  late  vs  in  this  wordle  be  so  ynsundirlye 
couplid'  to  the  holye  trenitee,  that  we  mow  come  to  the  loye  of 
hevene.     Amen ! 

[XLV.  ] 

FOLLICULUS  A  WISE  'EMVEROUB. 

(the  story  of  the  three  cocks.) 

inr^OIliculus  a  wise  Emperoure  Reignid'  in  the   citee   of  Eome ; 

WA     the  whiche  ordeynid'   for   a   lawe,   that   if   a  woman)   dude 

■        avoutri  vndir  hir  husbonde,  ])at  the  man  shulde  be  depctrtid' 

fro  hir,  &  euer  aftir  he  shulde  be  Redy  with  \ie  Emperowr  in  bataile ; 

and'  yf  so  wer'  fat  he  wan)  fe  victorie,  he  shulde  have  in  the  furste 

day  of  his  victorie  iiij.^  honoures,  and'  in  the  secounde  day  he  shidde 

sustene  iiij.  hevynessis,  fat  he  Enpridid'^  him  not  for  the  honottrs. 

So  in  thilke  dayes  fer  was  a  knyght  I-callid'  Acheron),  Jje  whiche 

hadde    a  fayre   woman)   to  wy ve ;    ancJ  this  woman)  lovid'  anojjere 

knijt,  by  weye  of  synne.     hit  bifel  a  cas,  fat  hir  husbonde  was  I- 

Eedden)  to  his  co?itre,  of  the  whiche  Eidinge  that  ofere  kni^t  had* 

ce^'tificacion) ;  &  so  he  come  in,  &  lay  by  his  wyf  al  nyght.     And? 

»  leaf  180,  back,  col.  1.  '-^  iij.  MS.  '  enpriuide,  MS. 
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[XIII.     leaf  \^,  hack.'] 

PElliculus  reigned'  in  Eome,  the  which  made  a  lawe,  that  yf  a 
woman  had'  done  advowtry  vndir  her  husbond',  yf  he  myght 
lawfully  preve  it,  he  shuld'  be  departed'  from  her,  and  after- 
ward' be  redy  in  every  bataile  of  the  Emperoui-' ;  and  yf  he  had'  the 
victory,  the  first  day  he  shuld'  have  iiij.  worshippes,  and  the  second' 
day  he  shuld'  suffre  iiij.  shames,  lest  he  shuldf  be  over  provde  of  his 
worsbippes.  ^  There  Avas  that  tyme  a  knyght,  whos  name  was 
called' 1  Accaron,  that  had'  a  faire  wyf*;  and  she  loved'  another  man 
inordynately.  H  It  befille2  ones,  that  this^  knyght  her  husbond' 
went  out  of  court,*  for  nedes  that^  he  had'  to  do.6  1[  Whan  the^ 
other  knyght,  Amasius,  'that  the  lady  loved',^  perseived'^  that,  he 
come  on  a  nyght  to  her  house,  that  he  myght  fulfille  his  lust  with 
the  lady.  IT  there  were  than^  in  the  house  iij.  Cokkes,  that  certayn) 
'  Om.  C.  *  fille.  *  tlie.  •*  the  cuntre.  *  Om.  «  be  do. 
'  that.         »   Om.         '  saw.  '"   Om. 
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in  tliis  p''ace  wer*  iij.  colclve-?,  that  vsid'  muche  to  crowe ;  AikJ  as 
the  ladv  hiye  in  liii-  beJ  le  withe  tlie  kiii^t,  she  harde  the  cokke 
i.-M\ve,  and'  .she  sijide  to  hir  sarvaunt,  "  what  menith  this  cok,  that 
crou'ithe  thus  1 "  ])e  savvauut  answerid'  iu  tliis  maner,  "  the  cuk 
seithe  in  liis  songe,  that  thow  dost  thin  husbonde  wronge."  then 
the  lady  seyde  he  shulde  be  dede ;  &  so  he  was  indede.  Anon)  the 
secounde  coke  began)  to  crow, — "  what  menithe  this  1 "  quod'  the 
lady.  &  fe  s^?-vaunt  saide,  "  jMy  felowe  for  his  sothe  sawe,  hathe 
Ins  e  his  lyf  and  lithe  ful  lawe."  "And  seithe  he  so?"  quod'  the 
lady ;  "  Now  for  sope  he  shalle  lese  his  crowinge."  The  coke  Avas 
dede  Anoon);  AncJ  the  lady  was  lede  downe  Anoon)  Ayene ;  And' 
the  thirde  cokke  crewe,  with  a  gret  voyse  &  a  bohle.  "  Seye," 
quod'  the  lady,  "in  the  deveHs  name,  what  seithe  he  now]"  And' 
the  mayde  avnswerid'  in  this  maner,  &  saide  thus,  "  seijje  the 
cokke,  '  her',  and'  see,  &  sey  nowte,  fenne  pu  maiste  have  alle  thi 
wdlle.'"^  Versus:  Audi,  vide,  tace,  si  tu  vis  viuere  ixice.  H  ^i&w 
saide  the  lady,  "  sle  not  that  cok,  by  no  wey."  Aftir  al  this,  Jje 
kni3t  hir  husbonde  come  home ;  and'  or  he  had'  be  longe  at  home, 
2  he  was  certiilj(J  of  the  dethe  of  the  cockes.  He  yede  to  the 
'  thowte  ?     See  Notes.  ^  leaf  180,  back,  col.  2. 
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tymes  ^of  the  nyght^  crowed'.^  U  whan  the  lady  was  ^abedde,  she^ 
herd'  the  first  Cokke  synge.  She  said'  to  her  maiden),^  "  what  seith 
the  Cokke  in  his  songe]"  '"for  sothe,"  she  said',^  "thou  doest  thi 
lord'  wronge."  She  said'  'to  her  maide,^  "I  'wille  that'''  the  Cokke 
be  slayn)  anon) ; "  and  so  he  was.  IT  After  that,  the  second'  Cokke 
songe.  the  lady  said'  to  her  maide,  "what  syngeth  this^  Cokke]" 
"  tliis  Cokke  seith,^  '  my  felaw  for  his  soth  saw,  hath  lost**'  his  lyf-*, 
and  lieth  fuH  lawe.'  "  the  lady  said',  "  I  'wille  that^^  the  Cokke  have 
the  quede ;  and  for  his  songe  he  shaH  be  dede."  H  The  third'  Cokke 
songe  sone  aftir  that,  and^^  the  lady  seid?  to  her  maiden),!^  "what  seitfi 
the  Cokke"]"  she  said',  "the  Cokke  seith  thus,  'here,  and  se,  and 
hold'  the  stille,  and  tha'  thou  may  have  aH:^^  thy  wille.'  "  U  Than^*' 
the  lady  said',  "  I  willo  not  slee  that  Cokke."  and  so  that  Cokke  had' 
his  lyf*.     IT  After  that,  the  knyght  her  husbond'  come  home,  and 

'    0))i.         "  song.         '  leyde  in  bedde,  and.         *  mayde. 

*  The  mayde  seyde,  "The  cok  seyth  iu  his  song,  that.         '^   Om. 

''  wole.         8  the.         ®  She  seyde  "The  cok  syngeth.         '"  lore.         "  wole, 

'*   Oni.         '^  miwde.  piissim.         '*  C  addft :  in  his  song  ?  " 

'^    Om.  '^    Om. 
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Emperoure,  and?  askicP  a  devorce,  as  the  lawe  wolde.  jjenne  saide 
fe  Emperoure,  "thow  most  go  with  me  in  to  bataille."  "  Ser,  I 
assent,"  quod'  he,  "  but  I  aske  what  sholde  be  to  him  that  browte 
home  the  victory e."  ]5enne  seyde  the  Empe/'oure,  when  the  victor^ 
of  the  batailt  wei''  come  home,  he  shulde  have  in  the  first  day  iiij. 
worshipis ;  of  the  whiche  this  is  jje  first,  he  shalle  be  sette  in  a 
chari'*,  &  iiij.  white  hors  shulle  drawe  hit  to  the  palyse  of  the 
Empe?-OMr ;  The  secounde  is,  ])at  aH  his  trespassours  &  Aduersarijs 
shulde  folowe  his  chare  behynde  him,  withe  bounden)  hondis  & 
fete ;  The  thirde  is,  that  he  shalle  be  cladde  withe  a  cote  j)at  is 
I-callid?  Tunica  ionis,  IT  and'  alle  men  shul  knele  afor"  him ;  and'  the 
fovrthe  is,  that  he  shalle  sitte  that  day  be-syde  the  Emperoure.  But 
the  secounde  day  he  shalle  sustene  Jje?'for  iiij.  hevinessis ;  For  in  the 
firste  his  cote  shal  be  takin)  fro  him,  &  he  shall  be  in  Eeputacion)  as 
a  fool.  So  wit/ioute  ony  mor*  of  fiis  mater,  he  yede  forthe  to  bataile, 
and'  had'  Jje  victorye ;  and'  after  took  bojje  honoures  &  doloMJ's,  as  is 

'  victory,  MS. 
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herd'  playnly  how  the  Cokkes  were  slayn).  he  went  to  the 
Empe?-our,  and  asked'  a^  devorce,  by  cause  his  ^wyf*  was  founded 
in  advowtrye.  IT  And  whan  the  devorce  was  made,  the  Empe/-our 
said'  vnto*  the  knyght,  "now  the  behoveth,^  after  the  lawe,  to  go 
to  my  bataile."  The  knyght  said',  "it*'  liketh  me  wele.  But  Avhat 
sliaH  the  lawe  yeve  hyui  that  hath  the  victorye  in"  bataile ;  that  wold' 
I  know."  IF  The  Empe/'our  said',  "  whan  he  cometh  that  is  over- 
comer  of  the  bataile,  he  shaH  first  have  iiij.  worshippes.  the  first 
worshippe  is  this,^  that  he  shaH  sitte  in  a  chare,  and  iiij.  white 
stedes  shaH  draw  it  to  the  paleys.  The  second'  worshippe  ^is,  that 
alle^  malefactours  shidi  folow  his  chare,  and^'^  her  handes  'shaH  be^^ 
bounde  be-hynde  hem.  IT  The  thirde  worshippe  is,  that  thei  shuH 
do  on  hym  Tubitei''  clothe  ^^  'of  worshippe,  and  aH  men  shali  knele 
before  hym.^^  The  fourthe  worshippe  is  this,^'*  that  day  he  shaH  sitte 
by  the  Emperours  side.  IT  But  the  second'  day  he  shaH  suffre  iiij. 
diseases,  that  is,  he  shaH  be  taken)  as  a  theef*,  and  shamfully  ledde^^ 
to  the^*^  prison),  and  be  dispoyled'  'of  lubiter^''  clothyng,  and  as  a  fole 
he  shatt  be  holden)  of  aH  men^^;  'and  so  he  shaH  have,^^  that  went 
to  the  bataile,  and  had'  the  victorie."     H  The  Emperour'  seyng  his 

'   Om.         ^  leaf  20.         ^  prouyd.         ''  to.         *  byhoues.         ^  That. 

^  in  the.         «   Om.         »  is  this,  alle  the.  '"   Om..  "    Om. 

"  lubiters  clothyng.  '^   Om.         '*   Om..  '^  be  led.  '"   Om. 

"  lubiters.  "  hem.  '"   Om. 
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seide  befor",  lowely  &  obedientlye ;  For  wliiche  grete  lowlinesse  fe 
Emperom'e  hilye  avauncid'  him,  &  he  EndiJ  a  fair"  Ende,  &c. 

MORALITEE. 

God  men,  fis  Emperoure  is  Crist.  j)e  Em])erour  made  a  lawe, 
that  If  thi  wyf,  scil.  thi  flesh,  do  avoutry,  fiou  moste  be  de- 
■parti^  fro  hir,  scil.  fro  fleshely  afi'ecciozms ;  for  by  synne 
is  a  man)  deply  in-dreynt  in  dethe  euerlastyng.  for  synne  is  not  ly3t, 
but  it  is  hevy,  and'  weythe  mor*  than  lede ;  for  yf  lede  faft  fro  a  grete 
he3t,  hit  gothe  downe  no  forpere  but  frilijje  a  litle  downe  in  to  the 
Erthe,  but  synne  in  twynkelynge  of  an  ye  firillithe^  alle  the  erfie, 
and'  Eestithe  not  or  it  come  to  helle.  helle  is  in  the  middis  of  the 
Erthe  scil.  in  the  cej^tr*  of  the  erjje,  as  seithe  the  Philesophir ;  and' 
Jjej'for*  2  a  man  moste  be  ware  of  synne.  and'  Jjerefore  god'  "wolle,  |?at 
as  sone  as  the  fleshe  hathe  I-done  avoutrye  by  synne,  fat  thow  putte 
thi  selfe  to  the  bataile  of  penaunce,  and'  sustene  ])ere  mekely  that  is 
I-putte  to  the ;  and?  therfor"  sei])  Matth.  Jugura  enim  meum.  suaue 
est,  et  onus  meum.  leue,  fis  is  to  seye,  My  yoke,  scil.  penaunce,  is 
swete,  scil.  for  it  turnithe  to  swetnesse,  &  my  charge  or  my  burdyii), 
scil.  commaundement,  is  li3t.  The  kny3t,  that  weddid'  the  wyf,  jjat 
dude  pe  avoutrye,  and'  slow  the  cockis,  is  fe  sone  of  god' ;  for  he 
weddid'  the  soule,  &  the  soule  trespassid?  vndir  him,  by  the  synne  of 
Adam,  the  first  fader,  by  the  firste  cokk  that  is  slayne,  vndirstonde 
■  |3rillid\  MS.  *  leaf  181,  col.  1. 
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pacience^  and  meknesse,  promo tecf  hym  to  grete  richesse;  and  so  in 
pease  he^  ended'  his  lyf. 

IF  Declaracio.  Frendes,  this  Emperour  is  the  Emperour  of 
heven),  that  made  a  lawe,  that  yf  a  wyf  ha(J  done  avowtrye,  that  is, 
thi  flessh,  yf  it  be  in  dedely  synne,  or  have  done  avowtrye,  thou 
owest  for  to  be  departed'  from  it,  that  is,  from  flesshly  affeccions ; 
For  by  dedely  synne  man  is  cast  into  helle.  H  Therfore  our  lorde 
wille,  that  after  thi  flessh  have  done  avowtrye  by  dedly  synne,  that 
thou  put  thi  self^  to  bataile  of  penaunce,  that  wilfully  thou  sufl^re 
none  thyug  that  are  put  to  the.  H  The  knyglit,  of  whom  the  wyf 
had'  done  avowtrye,  and  slayn)  the  Cokkes,  for  sothe  he  was  tlie 
Sonne  of  god',  that  wedded'  mannes  soule ;  and  she,  by  synne  of  our 

'  grete  paciens,  *   Oni. 
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praphetis,  the  whiche  prophesiecB  anct  tawte  a3enst  synne ;  as  seithe 
IslaWi.  Jerusalem  !  ierusalem !  que  occidis  2^^ophetas,  et  lajndas 
eos  qui  ad  te  missi  sunt,  this  is  to  sey,  Jerusalem !  that  sleist 
prophite^,  &  steynist  hem  that  hethe  I-seut  to  the,  whi  dost  thow 
so  1  The  secounde  cok  J>rtt  crowithe  bethe  apposteles  &  martris,  that 
wer^  I-slayne  for  sothefastnesse ;  and'  the  thirde  cok,  that  is  not 
slayne,  bejje  prelates  &  p?'echovris  that  befe  now,  that  dare  not,  ne 
woUe  not  seye  sothe,  but  j)lesithe  al  men) ;  and'  the  moi-'  harm)  is. 
The  -worthi  kni^t  Criste,  seinge  so  many  wronger  don)  to  him  by 
synne  in  this  cas,  he  sufFrict  mekelye  bojje  hono?//-3  and'  hevinessis, 
as  dude  the  kni3t ;  for  he  satte  in  the  chaire,  scil.  vppon)  an  asse, 
and  iiij.  white  horse  drow  hit,  scil.  iiij.  cardinall  vertues,  that  wei'' 
euermor'  withe  him.  The  secounde  honour'  was,  that  alle  his  Ivel 
doers  sholde  folow,  scil.  a  multitude  of  peple  come  bifoi''  Crist  & 
behynde,  seinge,  Osanna  filio  dauidl  Itenedictus  qui  venit  in  noimne 
domini  !  ])q  sone  of  dauid  make  vs  safe  !  blessid'  be  he  that  comyjie 
in  the  name  of  the  lorcB  !  The  pridde  honour  was,  that  he  shulde 
be  clad  \fiili  the  cote  y-callid'  tumjca  iouis,  fat  was  whenne  fe  iewis 
strewid'  clothis  &  flowris  in  the  weye.  The  ferj^e  honoure  was,  J)rtt 
he  shulde  sitte  at  the  table  withe  the  Emperoui'',  anc^  so  dude  he ; 

[Second  Version.     Addit.  MS.  9066.] 

first  fadir  Adam,  was  avowterei^.  IT  The  first  cokke,  that  is  slayii), 
are  the  prophetes,  that  prechen)  ayenst  synne.  IT  The  Second'  cokke 
are  the  appostels  and  martirs,  that  Avere  slayn)  for  the  trouthe. 
%  The  thuxle  Cokke  ai''  prelates  and  prechours,  that  in  thise  daies 
dare  not  ne  wille  not  sey  the  trouthe,  but  flattre  the  peple.  wo  shaH 
be  to  such  at  domesday  !  II  The  knyght,  that  had  the  worshippe, 
is  crist ;  For  whan  crist  sawe  that  so  many  evels  were  \AT."0uglit  by 
synne,  he  yaf  bataile  to  the  deveil.  II  The  first  day,  that  was  on) 
Palme  sonday,  foure  fold'  worshippes  were  done  vnto  hym.  H  First 
he  satte  in  a  chare,  that  was,  vpon  an  asse;  and  iiij.  ^ white  horse 
were  iiij.  CardenaH  vertues,  that  aH  way  Avere  with  hym.  H  The 
second'  worshippe  was  that,  that  aH:  the  malefactours  folowed  hym ; 
that  was  the  multitude  of  peple  that  was  before  and  behynde,  goyng 
criyng,  "  our  lord'  save  vs  ! "  H  The  thirde  Avorshippe  Avas,  that 
lubiter  coote  Avas  done  on  hym,  that  is,  the  leAves  casteu)  in  the  Avay 
clothes  and  floures,  and  did'  hym  worshippe.  ^  The  fourthe 
worshippe  was,  that  he  satte  at  the  Emperours  table  ;  so  he  satte 

'  leaf  20,  back. 
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he  satte  in  tlie  temple  of  Jerusalem),  but  in  tyme  of  passioun),  &cU. 
in  goo(J  friday,  the  foux^  honoures  turnid!  in  to  iiij.  hevinesse[s],  for 
2j3ere  as  he  furst  Eode  vpori)  an  asse,  aftirward'  jjei  toke  him,  as  he 
hacJ  ben  a  thef ;  &  }pei'iov  he  saide,  Tanquam  ad  latronem  existis, 
cum  gladiis  ^  fustibus  comprehendere  me,  As  to  a  thef  ye  come  oute, 
Wit/i  swerdes  &  batte;?  to  take  me.  Ayenest  fe  secounde  hono«</-, 
wher  as  they  come  &  mette  him  so  Eeuerently,  ])ey  browte  him 
shamfuUy  to  fe  house  of  Kayfas,  withe  mauy  Eeprevis  &  scornes. 
Ayenste  the  tliirde  honoure,  that  he  shulde  be  cladde  withe  the  cote 
of  iouis,  Jiei  spoylid'  [him]  of  al  his  clothinge ;  and'  ayenste  fe  ferjje, 
fey  did'  him  vpou)  the  crosse,  and'  sjDette  01:1)  his  face,  and'  butfetid' 
him.  Loo  !  goode  siris,  what  scornis  and  Eeprevis  that  our"  lorde 
Ihesu  Criste  suflferid'  for  the  sovle  J)at  dude  avowtrye.  late  vs  ferefoi-' 
suffr"  for  his  love  penaunce  in  this  worlde,  that  we  mowe  come  to  his 
bUsse.     Amen ! 

'  fourthe,  MS.  *  leaf  181,  col.  2. 
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in  lerusalem  amonge  the  doctours.  IT  But  afterward'  on  good 
friday,  agayii)  his  iiij.  worshijipes  thei  didden)  to  hym  iiij.  diseases, 
agayn)  the  firste  worshippe,  that  [he]  satte  on  the  Asse,  They  token) 
hym  as  he  had'  ben)  a  theef".  Agayn)  the  second'  worshippe,  that 
thei  comen)  agayn)  hym  with  reverence,  Afterward'  thei  ladde  hym 
shamfully  to  CayjDhas  house.  Agayn)  the  thirde  worshippe,  [that] 
thei  did'  on  hym  lubiter  cote,  Forsothe  thei  dispoyled'  hym  of  arf 
his  clothes.  IT  Agayii)  the  iiij.  worshippe,  that  he  satte  at  the  table 
of  the  Emperour,  thei  put  hym  on  the  crosse,  and  spette  in  his  face, 
and  gaf"  hym  buflfettis,  and  eyseU  and  galle.  IT  Therfore  sufFre  we 
here  some  payn)  for  his  love,  by  the  whiche  we  mow  come  to  hym, 
whan  we  shait  passe  oute  of  the  world.     II  Amen. 


180     THE  MAGIC  RING,  BROOCH,  &  CLOTH.     STORY.     EL.  7333,  &  AD.  9066. 

[   XL VI.    ] 

GODFEIDUS  A  WISE  EMP^iJOUEE. 

(of    the    magic    ring,   BROOCH    AND    CLOTH,  "WHICH    AN    EMPEROR    LEFT 
TO    HIS    son;   HOW    HE    LOST    THEM   AND    HOW   THEY   WERE   RECOVERED.) 

GOdfridus  regnid!  a  wise  Eiiipe?'OMr  in  the  cetee  of  Eome,  &  he 
had  childerin)  that  he  loiiicJ  mocha.  And  when  he  laye 
on)  his  dethe-bed,  he  caUicB  to  him  his  eldest  sonne,  and 
saide  to  him,  "  Der*  sone,  the  heritage  that  my  fadir  lefte  &  biquathe 
to  me,  hoUy  I  yeve  hit  to  the."  Aftir  that  he  clepid'  the  seconnde 
sone,  and  saide  to  him,  "Dei''  sone,  I  have  certeyne  possessions, 
londis  and  tenements^,  fat  come  of  my  purchas,^  &  \iertov,  sone,  I 
yeve  [the]  al  tho,  and  alle  ojjev  that  I  have,  with  oute  my  heritage," 
And  he  made  the  thirde  to  be  callid,  &  seide  to  him,  "  sone,  I  have 
noo  mevable  goodes  to  yeve  the,  but  only  pe  ieweH,^  &cil.  a  p?'esious 
Einge,  a  gay  broche,  &  a  EiaH  clothe ;  and  thes  iij.  I  bequethe  the. 
And  the  vertu  of  the  Einge  is  this,  that  who  so  eue?-  ber*  hit  vp-on) 
him,  he  shalle  have  love  of  al  men) ;  The  vertu  of  the  broche  is  this, 
that  who  so  euere  ber*  hit  vpon)  his  brest,  late  him  thinke  what  he 
'  purchus,  MS.  *  Iwelle,  MS. 
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[  XIV.  ] 

GOdfridus  reigned  in  Eome,  and^  had  iij.  sonnes,  the  which 
he  loved  mekeH.^  Whan  he  laye  in^  his  dethe-bedde,  and 
shuld  dye,  he  called  first  to  hym  his  eldest  sone,  and  said 
to  hym,  "My  sone,  aH  the^  heritage,  the  which  my  fadir  lefte ^  me, 
holich^  I  leve  and  yeve  if^  to  the."  IF  After  that,  he  called  to  hym 
his  second  sone,  and  said,^  My  sone,  dyverse  londes  and  tenementis 
I  have  bought,  and  ^theym)  aH*  I  yeve  to^*'  the,  what  so  evir"  thei  be, 
that  longe  not  to  the  heritage."  ^T  Than  he  called  to  hym  the  thirde 
sone,  and  said  to  hym,  "My^^  sone,  I  have  'none  mevables^^  tj-i^t  I 
may  yeve  to  the.  But  I  have  iij.  lewelx,  that  I  bequethe  to^*  the, 
that  is,  a  precious  rjmge,  and  a^^  broche,  and  a  precious  clothe.  The 
vertu  of  the  Eynge  is  this,  that  who  so  here  ^^  it,  shall  have  the  love 
of  aH  men.   f  And'^  the  vertu  of  the  broche  is  this,  yfi''  any  man  or 

'  that.         ^  myolie.         '  on.         "  myn.         *  hathe  left  to.         *  Om. 

'  Ovi.         8  seyde  to  hym.         "  tho.         '"  07n.         "  Om. 

"  no  mevable  goodes.         "  Om.         '*  a  cocous,         ''^  berith.         '^  Om. 

"  that  if. 
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■woUe,  iaii(J  he  shalle  mete  |)env/t7i  at  his  likynge ;  Anet  the  vertu  of 
the  clothe  is  swiclie,  that  lete  a  man  sitte  vppon)  hit,  &  he  shalle  be 
in  what  partye  of  the  worlde  he  woUe  desire.  &,  sone,  I  yeve  the 
thes  iij.  and'  I  charge  the,  that  Jjou  go  to  scole,  for  thow  shalt  by 
thes  iij.  gete  gode  I-nowhe."  when  this  was  seyde,  he  tumid'  his 
body  to  the  waUe,  and'  yelde  vp  fe  gost.  The  childerin  wit/i  the 
moder  Eeuerently  buryed'  him,  and'  gret  lamentacion)  was  made  for 
his  dethe.  Then  the  Eldest  sone  occupied?  his  eritage ;  the  Secounde 
Sonne  al  fe  purchas.  And'  the  Empe?-es  saide  to  the  yongest  sone, 
"  ])i  fadir  yaf  to  the  a  Einge,  &  a  broche,  &  a  clothe ;  here  I  take 
to  the  the  Einge,  that  thow  go  to  scole,  &  lerne ;  and'  yf  Jjou  do 
weUe,  Jjow  shalte  be  myn  owne  der*  harte."  }5e  yonge  sone  receyvid' 
the  Einge ;  and'  his  name  was  lonathas ;  and'  he  yede  to  an  vniue?-- 
site,  and'  fej-e  he  lernid',  in  a  mervelous  man^r.  And  as  he  walkid' 
in  a  certeyne  day  \ier  in  the  citee,  \er  mette  with  him  a  faire 
woman);    &   when?ie   Tonathas   sawe   hir,  he   was   I-storicJ   to   an) 

'  leaf  181,  back,  col.  1. 
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woman  here  it  on  his  brest,  let  hym  ^desire  what  goodes  that  he 
wille  have  of  temporal!  goodes,  and  he  shaH  have  hem.^  If  The 
vertu  of  the  clothe  is  this,^  who  so  V^ver  have  it,  and'  sittith  theron), 
lette  hym  thynke  in*  what  partye  of  the  world'  he  wolle^  be,  and  he** 
shaH  be  there.  Tho  iij.  lewelx''  I  bequeth  to^  the,  and  I  bid'  the, 
that  thou  go  to  the  scole  ;  for  by  thise  iij.  lewelx^  thou  shalt  have^'' 
I-^^noughe."  IT  Whan  the  fadir ^^  jjaji  thus^^  said',  he  turned'  hym 
to  the  walle,  and  died'.  IF  The  first  sone  H;oke  and^*  occupied'  his^-^ 
heritage,  H  And  the  Second?  sone  had'^^  all  that  was  purchased?. 
^  The  Empresse  called'  to  her  her^'^  yongest  sone,  and  said',  "My 
sone,  iij.  thynges  thi  fadir  hath  left  the,  that  is  'to  sey,^^  A  Eynge,  A 
Broche,  and  a  Clothe.  And^^  I  take  the  the  Eynge,  that  thou  go  to 
the^'^  scole;  but  be  wele^^  ware  of  womans  companye ;  and  sonne,22 
yf  thou  lerne  wele,  thou  shalt  be  to  me  a  welbeloved'  sone."  II  The 
yonge  sone^^  lonathas  toke  the  Eynge,  and  went  to  the  vniuersite  ; 
and  there  '^he  lerned'  and^*  profited'  wondirly.  H  It  befelle^s  on  a 
day,  as^*^  he  went  in  the-''  strete  of  the  towne,  he  mette  right -^  a  faire 
woman.     Whan  lonatas  ^had'  seen^^  her,  he  was  take  in  her  love. 

'  think  that  is  plesing  to  hym,  and  anone  he  shalle  fynd  it.         ^  that. 

^  Om.         *  on.         ^  wolde.         ^  anone  he.         "  Om.         '  0»i.         '  Oni. 

'»  gete  the.  "  leaf  21.         '=  And  whan  he         '^  this.         ''  Om.         '^  the. 

'«  ocupied.         "'  her.         '"  Ont.        '»  Om.        =^  Om.        ='  Om.        '^  Om. 

*'  Om.         ^*  Om.         ■■'■  fille.         '^  Om.         '"  a.         «*  with.  ="  saw. 
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vnlawf uH  mane/-  of  love,  &  spake  to  hir  ther  of.  She  grauntic?  him, 
&  he  lay  withe  hir  al  nyght ;  ancf  aftir  helde  hir  stille  to  his  store. 
And  thorow  vertu  of  the  Einge  he  hadde  getyn)  love  of  al  the 
vniuersite  ;  he  made  gret  festes,  anct  no  thinge  him  lacki(J,  for  they 
lovid'  him  so  moche,  that  for  his  love  they  yeve  him  I-nowe.  This 
■woman),  that  was  his  leman),  hi3t  felicia ;  andl  she  had'  gret  marvayle 
])'.it  he  had'  alle  thinges  to  his  luste,  and'  at  his  wille,  &  for-she  covde 
fyude  nere  ner  peny  with  him.  So  in  a  nyght,  as  f  ei  lay  to-geder 
in  bed',  she  saide  to  him,  "  worshipfiill  sir,  ye  have  I-had'  my 
maydinhode,  and  ye  shulle  have  me  as  longe  as  I  live ;  and'  as  ye 
coveyte  me  to  be  Redye  to  youre  wille,  I  pray  yow  tellithe  me  a 
petucion)  that  I  shalle  aske  of  yow,  scil.  how  ye  make  so  many  fester, 
&  havithe  so  muche  goode,  &  havithe  no  tresoure  ne  mony,  pat  I  can 
se  ?  "  J3enne  saide  he,  "  yf  so  be  that  I  telle  fe  my  counseiH,  I  trowe 
pat  Jjow  woldest  discoue?-  me."  "  I^ay,  sir,  go(J  forbede,"  quod'  she, 
"  pat  ener  I  shuld'  ^do  that  traytorye  to  yowe  ! "  Jjenne  said'  he, 
"  My  fadir  hathe  biquethe  to  me  this  Einge,  pat  pow  seist  me  have 
oil)  my  finger ;  and'  hit  liape  swiche  a  vertu,  that  he  that  beiithe  hit 

'   leaf  181,  back,  col.  2. 
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Anon)  he  spake ^  of  inordynate  love,  and  she  consented'  to  hym ;  and 
^he  slept  with  her,  and  held  her  with  hym,^  by  the^  vertu  of  the 
Eynge;  'and  also*  he  had'  love  of  ail  the  unyversite.  he  made 
dy  verse  festes,  and^  of  no  thjiig  he  def anted' •^;  and  men  loved'  hym 
so  mekeH,''  that  for  his  love  men^  yaf*  hym  I-now.  H  Amasie,  his 
love,  had'  mekeli^  wondir  that  he  was  I-fedde^"  so  deyntely,  and  had' 
aH  thynge^^  at  his^^  hande,  and  she^^  sawe  no^'*  peny  with  hym.  H  On 
a  nyght,  as  they  laye  in^^  bedde  to-gedre,  She  said',  "  a  !  'my  gentile  ^'^ 
sir,  ye  have  my  maydenhode ;  and  as  longe  as  I  lyve  I  shaH  be  at 
your  wille.  %  I  pray  you,  that  ye  wille i*"  graunte  me  a  liteit  peticiori), 
yf  it  like  you.  how  ^gete  ye^^  so  mekeii^^  good',  and  maken)  so  many 
feestis,  and  I  se  you  have  no  peny  ne  tresour*  %"  IT  He  said, 
"happely  and-°  I  tell  the  the  trouthe,  thou  Avoldest^^  be-wreye  ^my 
counsaile."^^  She  said',  "god'  for-bede  Hhat  of  me  shuld'  be  done^^ 
suche  a  trespasse  ayenst^*  you  !"     H  Than  he  said',  "my  fadir  lefte 

'  spake  to  her.         '  Om.         '  Om.         *  Om.         ^  Om.         *  had  defaute. 

'  myche.         « thei,         ^  mych.  '"  fedde.  "  Om.         '=  Om.         "  Om. 

'^  no  thing  ne.         '*  in  a.  '^  Om.         ^''  wole,  passim.         '*  ye  gete. 

'»  mych.         ="  if.         '•"  shodyst.         ^^  me.         -■'  me,  that  I  sholde  do. 

-^  agayne. 
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on)  his  finger,  shalle  have  love  of  alle  men,  an(J  so  al  men)  lovithe 
me  therfore  so  moche,  jjat  -what  so  ener  I  aske  of  hem  fei  yevithe 
me."  Aii(}  then  saide  she,  "  sir,  whi  wolde  thow  neuer  telle  me  J)is 
or  nowe,  for  pe/-iKs  that  myght  faUe?"  "whi]"  quocP  lonathas, 
"  what  pe/ole  myght  falle  ] "  jjenne  saide  feKcia,  "  \)o\x  goste  ofte 
tyme  in  the  towne,  &  per  thow  myjtest  les  hit  by  some  chavnse ; 
And  for  to  lese  swiche  a  leweUe,  hit  wer'  grete  harme  &  pe?'ill ;  and 
ferfore,  dei^  birde,  leve  me  that  Einge,  &  I  shaUe  kepe  it."  lonathas 
yaff  goode  credense  to  hir  wordes,  &  toke  hir  the  Einge.  aniJ  when 
hit  was  so  I-don),  pe  love  of  the  peple  bygan  to  tume  fro  him,  ne 
per  was  noon  that  wolde  eny  mor*  yeve  him,  as  Jjei  ducJ  afore.  AntJ 
when)  he  perceyvi(J  that,  &  pat  the  cause  was  for  he  bare  not  the 
Eiiige,  he  t?//TiicB  ayene  to  his  lem»?an,  aniJ  saide  to  hir,  that  she 
shulde  deliuer  hit  to  him  ayene.  An(J  thenne  she  be-ganne  to  feyne 
a  lesynge,  ancf  saide  vritJi  a  loude  crie,  "  Alas !  my  cheste  is  I-broke, 
an(J  the  Einge  is  borne  a-wey ! "  jpenne  lonathas  was  hili  mevic¥, 
ancP  saide,  ''alas  !  wom???an),  J)c<t  ener  I  saw  the  !  "   And  she  be-ganne 

[Second  Version.     Addit  MS.  9066.] 

me  the^  Eynge  that  is  on  my  fyngre,  the  whiche  hath  such  a  vertu, 
that  who  so  ever  here  it,  shali  have  love^  of  aH  folke.  therfore  ail 
folke  loven  me,  in  so  mekeli,^  that  what  'so  ever*  I  aske  of  hem,  thai 
graunte  it  me."  IF  Than  saicJ  she,  "  A  !  my  sii'',  whi  iold  not  ye  me 
Mihis  before,^  for  periil  that  myght  falle."  IT  "what  pe?-iH,"  he  saicf, 
"myght  that  be  *5  ] "  ^\  She  said*,  "Ye  go  ofte  sithes^  in  diuerse 
felishippe;  happely^  ye  myght  lese  the  Eynge,  and  it  Vere  grete 
pite^  to  lese  such  a  precious  i*^  leweH.  therfore,  my  'goofP  sii*,^^  take 
me  the  E}-ng,  and  I  shall  kepe  it  as  my  lyf ."  and  '^  lonatas  loved? 
her  wele,'^  and  toke  her  the  Eynge,  for^*  to  kepe.  11  Sone  after  that^^ 
the  Eynge  was  from  hym,  the  love  of  men  began  to  fade  agapi)  liyni, 
and  thei^^  wold'  no  lenger  yeve  hym  as  thei  did?  before.  ^'IT  Whan^^ 
he  perseivecf  that,  'he  knew  wele^^  it  was  for  'cause  thaf-*^  he  bare  not 
the  rj-nge;  and  'than  he  21  saitJ  to  his  love,  that  she  shuld'  take  hym 
the  rynge.  She  'a-rose  vp,22  and  went  into  her  chambre,  and  fayne(J 
a  lesyng ;  and  said?  with  a  grete  crye,  "  Alias  !  alias  !  my  coflre  is 
broken),  and  the  Eynge  born)  away  ! "  IT  TMian  lonatas  herd'  that, 
he  was  gretly  sterecJ  in  hym  self*,  and  saicP,  "wo  be  the  tyme  that 

'  this.         ^  the  loue.         '  myche.         *  Om.         *  of  this  byfore  hand. 

^  falle.        ■^  sythe.        ^  and  happyly.        ^  is  perille.        '"  Om.        "  dere  love. 

'•'  Om.         '3  Om.         '^  Om.         '*  as.         '«  Om.         "  leaf  21,  back. 

'«  Om.         '9  Om,         ^  Om.         ='  Om.         "^  rose. 
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to  wepe,  &  to  make  [grete  sorow] ;  and?  lonatlias  sawe  that,  &  saide, 
"  wepe  not,  for  god'  liathe  holpin  me  hedir  to ; "  &  lie  trowid'  hir 
Eight  welle.  So  he  wente  to  his  centre,  &  come  to  his  modir. 
whenne  fe  Empresse  Sawe  him,  she  saide  to  him,  "  Dei''  sonne  whi 
ert  thow  come  hom  so  soone  fro  thi  studie  ? "  jjenne  seide  lonathas, 
"  A  !  modir,  I  have  lost  my  Eynge,  by  cause  that  I  toke  hit  to  my 
lem???an)."  Thenne  answerc?  Jje  modir,  "  sone,  I  have  ofte  tyme  saide 
to  the,  that  thow  sholdeste  be  ware  of  wom??ian) ;  and  now  I  wolle 
take  the  thi  broche,  but  loke  that  thow  lese  not  hit."  lonathas 
Resseyuid  f  e  broche,  &  fastenid  hit  vppoii)  his  brest,  ancJ  yede  to 
the  vniuersite,  as  he  dude  afoi''.  And  so,  thorowe  vertu  of  the 
broche,  he  gate  al  thinge  that  he  wolde  coveite  towchinge  wordly 
goodes,  In  so  muche  that  the  damiselle  hadde  grete  marvayle  of  hit ; 
&  ferfore  bothe  nj^ght  and!  day  ^she  lay  aboute  him  to  seye  the 
sothe,  how  that  he  made  so  gret  fester,  and  hadde  so  deyntefulle 
metis,  but  he  wolde  not  telle  hir  longe  tyme.     but  the  shrewe  wepte. 

'  leaf  182,  col.  1. 
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ever  I  saw  the  !"  She  anon^  began)  to  wepe,  and  made^  to  hym 
gi-ete  sorow.  IF  lonatas  loved  ^  her,  'and  had  pitee,^  and  said,^ 
"  Wepe  not,  for  god  shaH  yit  helpe  me."  IF  Than  he  went  to  the 
Emp/-esse,  his  modir ;  and  whan  she  saw  hym,  she  said,  "  0  !  my 
sone,  Avhi  art  thou^  come  so  sone  from  scole  ?  "  "'0  !  dere'^  modir, 
I  have  lost  my  Rynge,  by  cause  I  toke  it  myS  love."  IF  She  said, 
"  0  !  my  sone,  ofte  sithes  I  said  the,^  that  thou  shuldest^o  beware  of 
womans  company.  ISFow  I  take  the  the  broche,  and  beware  from 
hens  forward  that  thou  lese  it  not."  IF  lonatas  toke  the  Broche, 
and  fastnedii  it  on  his  brest,  and  went  agayn)  to^^  scole.  IF  Anon 
his  love  mette  hym,  and  made  hym  grete  chere.  lonatas  fayned  aU 
thyiig,  but  yit  he  held  festes  as  he  did  before;  for^^  vvhat  so  ever^^ 
he  wold  thynke  as  vnto^^  temporal!  goodes,  he  had  hem,  as^^  by  vertu 
of  the  broche.  his  love  mervailed  as  she  did  before ;  and  nyghtes 
and  daies  she  asked  hyni^'^  'and  praied  hym,  she  myght  have  know- 
lech  how  he  fared  18  so  wele,  and  praied  aHi^  other  to  'his  fest,20  'and 
had  no  goodes.  21     IF  'In  no  wise  he  wold  22  telle  her  oP^  longe  tyme. 

■  Om.         ^  shew.         ^  leuyd.   .      "  Om.         *  seyd  to  here.         «  Om-. 
'  He  seyde,  "  0  !  my  dere.        "  to  my.        »  to  the,        '<•  sholde.        "  fastyd. 

'"to  the.         >^  Om.  »     '*  Om.         ''  Om.         '^  Om.         "of  hym. 

"  that  he  sholde  shew  her  the  trouthe,  how  and  where  [he]  had,  that  he  ferde. 

'■'  Om.         ■">  festes.         "'  Om.         ^''  He  wold  not.         "  a. 
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si3i(J,  &  saide,  "  Jjou  trowest  not  me,  I  see  wel ;  &  I  wolle  bynde 
my  lyf  to  the,  to  kepe  fi  counseiH,  &  tlii  lewel  eke,  yf  J)ou  haddist 
eny."  lonathas  trowid'  hir  wordes,  ancJ  tolde  hir  the  ve?'tu  of  the 
broche.  )5eime  she  wepte  mor*  faste,  &  "wolde  not  he  stille }  &  fen) 
saide  he,  "  Woman),  whi  "wepist  thow,  anc?  for  what  cavse  sorowest 
])o\i  1 "  "  for  I  trowe,"  quod'  she,  "  Ipat  fow  wolte  lese  thi  broche, 
and'  thenne  thow  lesist  al  tlii  thryfte."  Jjenne  saide  he,  "  "VYliat 
wolte  thow  counsaile  me  in  this  casi "  J?enne  she  saide,  "  I  counseUle 
the,  that  fou  take  hit  me  to  kepe."  "  I  trowe,"  quod  he,  "  that  \>ou 
wolte  lese  hit,  as  thow  loste  my  Einge."  "I-wisse,"  quod  she, 
"  Eathir  shalle  the  sowle  parte  from)  my  bodye  or  I  lese  hit." 
lonathas  vndir  a  grete  triste  tooke  hir  Jie  broche ;  and  sone  aftir  the 
godes  bygon)  to  fayle.  thenne  lonathas  entirid  in  to  the  chaumbi-*, 
an(J  she  began)  to  crye,  as  she  dude  af or*,  and  saide,  "  Alias  !  Jje 
broche  is  I-stole ;  I  wolle  now  for  woo  slee  nowe  my  self ! "  she 
drowe  oute  a  knyf,  &  Feynid  as  she  wolde  have  smetin)  hir  selfe. 
Thenne  lonathas  trowid  that  she  wolde  have  slayne  hir  selve ;  he 

[Second  Versioti.     Addit.  MS.  9066.] 

^  Than^  she  wept,  and  said,  "  alias  !  alias  !  thou  lovest  me  not,  ne 
trustest  me  not,  Tor  yf  thou  woldest^  telle  me  the^  sothe,  I  wold 
bynde  ^my  lyf'*  that  I  shidd^  never  lese  youre  leweU."  whan 
lonatas  herd  this,^  he  leved  her  wele,'^  and  told  her  of  the  vertu  of 
the  broche.  IT  ^\Tian  she  herd  this,  she  wept  bitterly.  lonatas 
seid  ^to  her,^  "whi  wepest  thou  thus?"  She  seid,  "I  drede  me, 
^that  ye  shuH^  lese  your  broche;  than'**  shuU  ye  lese  a  grete  lewayle."^^ 
he  said,  "what  "wold  ye^-  counsaile  me  to  do  ^ther  with]"^^  She 
said,  "that  ye  shuH  take  it  to^'*  me  to  kepe."  IF  he  said,  "  I  drede, 
that  thou  shuldest  lese  it,^^  as  thou  diddest  the  Eynge."  She  said, 
"  forsothe,  dethe  shall  first  take  ''me,  bothe  my  soule  and^^  my  body, 
^rather  than^^  I  shuld  lese  the  broche."  H  lonatas  loved  her  wele, 
and^^  toke  her  the  broche  to  kepe.  anon)  'as  it  was  delyuered  from 
hyra,  his^^  goodes  failed  'sore,  and  than-^  he  asked  the^^  Broche 
agayn);22  and  anon)"^  she  went  into  her  chambre,  and  cried,  "  alias  ! 
alias !  and  wele  away !  the  broche  is  away.^*  I  wille  ^^sle  my  self* 
for  sorow  ! "     IT  lonatas  herd  this,  and  ranne  fast^^  to  her,  troAvyng 

'  alway.         ^  if  ye  wolde.         '  Oni.         *  me.         *  wold.         ®  that. 

^  Om.         «  Oiii.  *  lest  ye  sholl.  '"  and  than.         "  vertu. 
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toke  the  knyf  from  hir,  &  saicle,  "  damiselle,  I  pray  the,  leve  thi 
"wepinge,  for  I  forjTve  it  the  al  to-gedir."  Anon)  by  cause  of  nede 
he  turnid'  home  ageyne,  and'  visitid'  his  raoder.  And'  whenne  his 
mode?*  sawe  him,  she  seide  to  him),  "  sey,  sone,  hast  thowe  lost  thi 
hroche,  as  fow  didest  thi  Einge  V  &  he  saide,  "  the  woman)  that 
had'  ])e  Einge,  hadde  the  broche  in  the  same  maner;"  but  what 
wortlie  of  hit  he  ne  knew,  as  he  saide.  }3enne  fe  modir  beinge 
Ivele '  apayde  withe  him,  she  saide,  "  sonne,  fou  wotist  welle  I  have 
now  no  nior'  of  thyne  but  a  clothe,  &  jjerfore  her*  it  is ;  ches  Ipon 
wher*  jjow  wolte  kepe  it,  oi-*  leve  it  her*,  but,  sone,  I  warnid'  the  to 
beware  of  women."  ^  And'  lonathas  seide  thenne  ayene,  "SoJ)ely, 
modir,  yf  so  be  that  the  clothe  be  lost,  I  shalle  neuer  mor^  thenne 
loke  jje  in  the  face."  Jjenne  she  deliuerid'  to  him  the  clothe,  and'  he 
yede  ^  ayene  to  scole.  &  soone  aftir  his  vnthrifti  lem??zan  mette 
withe  him,  as  she  dude  afoi'',  anc^  she  made  him  gode  chere,  &  kiste 
him ;  and'  he  dide  as  thowhe  he  hadde  no  lewel.  whenne  he  was 
ill  his  hostelle,  sone  he  leyde  the  clothe  vndir  him,  and'  bad'  his 
'  Iwele,  MS.  =*  wome,  MS.  ^  leaf  182,  col.  2. 
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that  she  wold'  sle  her  self ;  and  toke  the  knyf*  from  her,  and  said, 
"  make  not  suche  a^  sorow,  for^  I  foryeve  the  aH  Hhis  trespasse," 
%  And  than^  anon  folowyng*  he  went  'the  seconde-^  tyme  vnto^  his 
modir,  the  Empresse.  whan  she  sawe  hym,  she  said',  "  0  !  my  sone, 
how  is  it  with  thel  hast  thou  lost  thi  broche,  as  thou  diddest'''  thi 
rynge?"  he  said',  "ye,  modir;  IF  The  woman  the  whiche  resceived' 
the  rynge,  she ^  hath  the  Broche  also^ ;  and  what  ^she  hath  done'*' 
withe  hem  I  wote  never."  IT  The  Empresse  sait¥,  "  my  sone,  thou 
knowest  wele  that  I  have  now^^  but  one^^  leweH,  that  is,  the^^ 
precious  clothe,  now  thou  maist^'*  chese,  whether  thou  wilt  kepe  it, 
or  lese  it.  I  have  oft  sithes  said'  to  the,  that  thou  shuldest  be  ware 
of  womans  wyles."  he  said',  "  a  !  swete  modir,  I  shall  never  se  your 
face  and^'''  I  lese  this^''  clothe."  IT  'he  toke  the  clothe  of  his  modir,i^ 
and  went  ayene  to  the  scole.  ^  Anon)  his^^  love  come  ayenst^^  hym, 
and  made  'to  hym  20  grete  myrthe ;  'he  went  forth,^!  and  liteH  said'. 
%  Whan  he  come  to  his  Inne,  he  spredde  the  clothe  vndirnethe  hym, 
and  toke  with  hym  ij.  smale  hotels  of  wyne,  and  also-  brede  'he 

'  Om.         ^  Om.         =>  Om.         "  Om.         ^  thirde,  MS. 
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lemai])  sitte  downe  biside  liiin  vppoii)  the  clothe ;  &  she  knewe  not 
of  the  vertu  of  the  clothe  ;  and'  a-noon)  lonathas  thovte,  "  lorde  !  yf 
Ave  wei^  now  in  fer  contrees,  wher  neuer  man  come  afore  this  ! "  Ancf 
thenne  withe  the  same  thovte  fey  wer*  bothe  Eeysicf  vp  to-gedir,  in 
to  the  ferrest  coste  of  the  worlde,  -with  the  clothe  with  hem.  Anc? 
Avhenne  the  woman)  sawe  J>at,  she  saide,  "alas  !  what  do  we  herT' 
"  Hex*  we  bathe  nowe,"  quod'  he,  "  and'  hei''  I  shalle  leve  the,  ancP 
bestes  shulle  devoure  tlie,  for  that  thow  hast  I-holdyn)  my  Eynge,  & 
my  broche."  "  A !  sir,  mercy,"  quo(J  she,  "  for  sothely  yf  thow 
wolte  brjTige  me  ayene  to  the  citee,  I  shalle  yeve  to  the  \)i  Einge 
and!  thi  broche,  vfitJi  outen)  anye  ayene-stondynge ;  and'  but  yf  I  do 
ia  dede  fat  I  seye,  I  woUe  bynde  me  to  the  foulest  dethe."  lonathas 
troAvicD  hir,  &  saide,  "  loke  nowe,  that  Ipou  neuer  do  trespas  moi'',  for 
yf  thow  do,  pou  shalt  dye."  And'  thenne  she  saide  to  him,  "for 
the  love  of  gocB  tel  me  now  how  we  come  hedir  1 "  }5enne  saide  he, 
"  the  vertu  of  the  clothe  is,  that  who  so  euere  sittithe  fer  vpon), 
shalle  be  in  what  coste  of  the  worlde  he  wolle  desire  to  be  ynue." 
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toke  with  hym;i  11  And  ^than  he^  saict  to  his  love,  that  she  shnld' 
'come,  and 3  sitte  by  hym.  She  knew  nat  the  vertu  of  the  clothe, 
and  sette  her  downe  by  hym  on  the  clothe.  H  Anon)  lonatas 
thought,  "  I  wold?  we  were  bothe  as  we  sitte  in  the  ^forest,  and  in 
the^  "ferthest  parties-^  of  the  world',  where  never  man  come."  whan 
he  had!  thought  thus,^  they  were  Ijothe  take  vp  in  the  clothe,  and 
sette  in  the  ferthest  partie  of  the  worliJ.  H  The  woman,  whan  she 
perseived'  this,  she  cried',  "alias!  alias  !^  how  are  we  sette  herer' 
IF  he  said',  "  here  I  shaH;  leve  the  alone,  and  wylde  bestes  shaH 
devowre  the,  for  thou  'kepest  from  me^  my  Broche  and  my  Eynge." 
IT  She  said',  "good'^  sir,  have  mercy  on  me  ;  and  yf  ye^''  bryng  me  to 
the  Citee  there  I  Avas  to  day,  I  shatt  yeve  you  the  broche  and  the 
rynge ;  And  but  I  fulfill  this,  I  bynd'  me  to  the  most  foule  dethe 
that  ye  Avdle^^  put  me  to."  H  lonatas  yave  feith  to^^  her  wordes,  and 
said'  to  her,  IT  "  Be  ware  that  thou  trespasse  no  more  from  hens 
forward',  for  yf  thou  do,  thou  shalt  be  dede.  H  She  said',  "nay, 
certes  I  shaH  never  trespasse  ayenst  ^^  you.  but,  swete  sir,  'I  pray 
you,i*  telle  me  how  we  are  sette  here  1  IF  he  said',  "  the  vertu  of  the 
clothe  is  this,  that  Avho  that^^  sitteth  theron,  he  shaH  be  in  what 


I 

7 


Om.         ^  Om.         '  Om.         "  Om.         ^  ferrest  party.         «  this. 
Om.         "  hast  kept  with  the.         *  A  !  goode.  '"  thou.        "  kan. 

'*  vnto.         '^  more  agayns.         '^  Om.         '^  so. 


188     THE  MAGIC  RING,  BROOCH,  &  CLOTH.     STORY.    HL.  7333,  &  AD.  9066. 

And?  then)  lie  saide,  "  for  sofe,  I  hadde  leuer  slepe  then  al  fe  worldes 
goode,  as  me  thinkithe;  an(J  ferefore,  I  pray  the,  ley  forthe  J)i 
sherte,  fat  I  may  ligge  down),  and'  have  a  litle  slepe."  she  dude  so, 
&  he  leyde  downe  his  hede  in  hir  shii'te,  and?  byganne  stronglye  to 
slepe.  Jpenne  she  heringe  his  grete  slepe,  she  drow  the  parti  of  the 
clothe  that  was  vndir  him  vn  to  hir ;  &  pemie  she  thowte,  "  lord' !  yf 
I  wei''  now  wher*  that  I  was  to-day ! "  and'  anon)  sodenly  she  was 
browte  to  the  same  plase ;  &  lonathas  lay  stille  slepinge.  whenne 
he  wakid',  he  sawe  neijjere  clothe^  ne  woman) ;  he  wepte  bitterly,  and* 
saide,  "  Alas  !  alas  !  what  shalle  I  nowe  do  I  wot  neuere ;  and'  I  am) 
worthi  al  this  bale,  for  I  tolde  to  the  woman)  al  my  counseili."  he 
lokid'  abowte  on)  euerye  side,  an(J  sawe  no  thinge  but  wilde  ^  bestes, 
an(J  briddis  fleing  in  the  heir" ;  and  of  \\Qm  he  hadde  grete  drede  in 
herte.  And'  he  Eose  vp,  and'  yede  by  a  certeyne  [pathe],  but  he 
wiste  neuer  to  what  place,  and?  as  he  yede,  \er  was  a  water  in  his 
weye,  ouer  the  whiche  he  moste  nedis  goo ;  and  whenne  he  Enterid' 

•  leaf  182,  back,  col.  1. 
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partie  of  the  world'  that^  he  desire th  to  be."  IT  whan  this  was  sai(J, 
"I  have,"  he  said',  2"  a  wondir  grete  wille  to  slepe;  Strecch  out  thi 
sldrthe,^  that  I  may  rest  'me  thereon,  and  slepe*  a  while."  H  And^ 
anon  the  woman  ^  was  redy,  and  toke  his  hede  into  her  skirt  he,  and 
he  began  strongely  for^  to  slepe.  She  beheld'  that,^  and  drew  away 
softly^  the  clothe  that  was  vndre  hym  every  dele;  and  than^^  she 
thought,  "wolde  god  that  I  were'^  there  as^^  I  was  'this  day^^  atte 
morow  !  "^^  and^^  anon)  she  was  sette  in  the  same  place  ;  and  lonatas 
left  there  slepyng.  H  And  whan  he  was  awaked'  of  his  slepe,  'he 
loked'  an  aboute  ;  and  whan  he  sawe^^  and  founde  neither  the  woman 
ne  the  cloth,  he  wept  bitterly,  and  said',  "H  Alias  !  alias  !  what  shaH 
I  now^'^  do,  'for  I  wote  not^^  whethei'*  to  fle  ;  for^^  this  disease  I  have 
wele  deserved',  synne-*^  I  shewed'  aH:  my  counsaile  'to  the  woman." ^i 
IT  he  loked'  aH  aboute,  and  sawe  not  but  biiddes  in  the  eyel^  fleyng, 
and  wyld'  bestes  rynnyng  by  hym,  of  the  which  sight  he  was  gretely 
adred'.2-  H  he  rose,  and  went  forth  by  a  pathe,  but  to  what  place  or 
whetherward'  he  wist  not.  IF  Whan  he  had!  thus  longe  gone,  he 
come  to  a  watir,  over  the  which  he  must  wade;  and  whan  he  had'^' 
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into  the  wate?',  it  was  so  hote,  Jjat  hit  brende  of  the  fleshe  fro  fe 
boone  of  his  legges,  for  hit  drowe  a-wey  alle  the  fleshe  that  it  towchid'. 
And'  lonathas  hadde  fe?-  a  crewette,  ancJ  fillid'  hit  of  that  water, 
tho  he  yede  forthe,  tille  he  saw  a  tree  fulle  of  frute ;  and'  pere  he 
gaderid'  frewte,  &  ete,  thorow  the  whiche  he  was  made  a  foule  lepre. 
And'  Jjoo  for  sorowe  he  fel  down),  &  seide,  "  Cursid'  be  the  day  wher' 
in  I  was  borne,  and?  also  the  hour^  in  which  I  was  conseyrid'  in  my 
modir  ! "  Aftir  this  he  Eose,  &  yede,  and  sawe  the  secounde  water ; 
and'  dradde  for  to  enti-*.  neuerfeles  he  enterid  in,  &  as  the  fyrste 
water  drowe  of  the  fleshe  of  his  feet,  so  the  secounde  water  Eestorid' 
hit  ayeii).  And'  he  filde  a  cruet  J?er  with,  &  bare  the  frute  with  him 
also.  And'  as  he  yede  forthe,  he  sawe  the  secounde  frewte  afer,  anc? 
for  he  hungerid*,  he  yete  of  that  frute,  and'  anon)  he  was  clansid  of 
alle  his  lepr" ;  an(J  toke  of  the  frute  with  him,  and'  liuid'  welle  withe 
sustenaunce  Jjereof,  Jjenne  he  sawe  a  feire  casteH,  and'  in  the  circuite 
a-boute  ful  of  hedis  of  lechis.  And'  as  he  come  ny  to  the  casteH, 
fere  mette  [him]  ij.  squiers,  and   fei  seid'   to    him,  "Dei*  frende, 

'  honour,  MS. 
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entrect  in^  the  watir,  it  was  right  hote,  'and,  as^  hym  thought,  it 
departed  3  the  flessB  from  the  bone.  IT  Whan  lonatas  felt  this,  he 
toke  his  boteH,  and  fiUed  it  fuH  of  this  watu-.  Than  he  went  forth, 
and  sawe  a  tree  futt  of  frute.  he  went  vp,  and  gadred'  therof ,  and 
ete  it.*  anon)  he  was  made  a  foule  lepre,  wherof  for  sorow  he  fille 
downe  to  the  erthe,  and  said',  H  "  The  day  mot  perissh  in  the  which 
I  was  born),  and  the  houre  in  the  which  I  was  conseyved'  in^  of  my 
modir  ! "  II  After  this  sorow  he  rose  vp,^  and  toke  of  the  frute,  and 
walked?,  H  And  whan  he  had'  Avalked'  a  goode  while,  he  saw  the 
second'  watir,  and  he  dred'  to''  passe  thurgh.  but  whan  he  sawe 
none  other  passage,  he  went  in,  and  waded'  over ;  and  as  the  first 
watir  depa?-ted'  the  flessh  from  the  bone,^  Eight  so  the  second'  watir 
restored'  hym  agayn),  wherof^  he  fUled  his  other  boteH  of  that  watir. 
And  whan  he  had'  gone  awhile,  he  saw  another  tree,  and  faire  frute 
theron;  and^"  he  was  gretly  an  hungred?,  and  ete  of  the  frute,  and 
anon)  he  was  hole  of  ail  the  spice  of  ^^  the  lepre ;  and  than  he^^  toko 
with  hym  of  the^^  frute,  and  went  forthe  in  strength  of  that  mete. 
H  After  that  he  saw  a  CasteH,  tliat  was  right  faire,  fiiH  of  hedes  of 
men  aH  aboute.     IF  And  whan  he  come  nere  the  CasteH,  there  come 

'  Om.         2  that.         ^  partyd.         ■•  Om.         ^  Om.      '  ^  Om.         '  for  to. 
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whens  erte  thowe?"  "I  am),"  quod?  he,  "a  leclie  of  fer  contrees 
hennys."  Jjenne  saide  fei,  "  J5e  kynge  of  tins  casteli  is  a  lepi-"  man, 
&  manye  lechis  comithe  to  him,  and?  vndirtakithe  to  hele  hi??^,  vp 
peyne  of  hir  hedis,  and?  pei  havithe  y-fayhd?  euerychone ;  and?  fer* 
for'  thow  maiste  see  hir  hedis  sitte  in  the  walHs  of  the  castelle. 
an(J  yere  fore  we  telle  the  for  certeyne,  yf  fow  vndirtake  my  lorde, 
and'  not  hele  him,  ])ou  shalte  lese  Jjy  lyfe."  Jjenne  saide  he,  "  yis,  I 
shalle  hele  hi;;i,"  tho  he  was  browte  [to]  him,  and?  he  yaf  the 
kynge  of  his  frewte  to  ete,  &  also  he  yafe  him  of  his  secounde  water 
to  drynke,  and*  anon)  the  kynge  was  hole ;  &  he  yaf  to  lonathas 
Eiche  yifte^,  ancE  fair*,  plentefully,  &  mo  be-hite  him,  yf  he  wolde 
abyde  withe  him,  but  he  wolde  not  assent  to  dwelle  withe  him. 
AncJ  eche  day  he  vsid'  to  go  vnto  ^the  see-syde,  pat  was  ferin,  to 
aspie  yf  ther  wer*  enye  shippe,  that  myght  bringe  him  home.  &  at 
the  laste,  in  a  certeyne  day  Ipere  come  towarcJ  xxx.  shippis,  and'  alle 
in  a  morow  reysid'  pere.  Jjenne  lonathas  enquericJ  amonge  hem, 
yf  eny  shippe  wei''  pere  Eedy  for  to  go  to  swiche  a  londe,  wher  as  he 

'  leaf  182,  back,  col.  2. 
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men  ayenst'  hym,  and  said',  "  Frende,  teH  vs  what  thou  art?"  he 
said?,  "I  am  a  leche  of  ferre  countrees."  II  ^Than^  thei  said'  'vnto 
hym,*  "  the  kynge  of  this  provynce  is  a  lepre  ;  and  many  leches  have 
'ben  here  afore  ^  the,  and  saideu)  to  the  kyng,  vpon  payn)  of  her 
hedes,  thei  shuld'  hele  hym ;  and  ali  thei  failed?,  'as  thou  maist  se  by 
her*^  hedes,  'that  stonde''  aboute  the  Castett'.  And  therfore  be  ware 
or  thou  vndirtake  hym."  IT  he  said',  "  I  shaH  hele  hym."  and^ 
anon)  he  was  brought  before^  the  kynge,  and  yaf*^*'  hym  of  the  frute 
of  the  second?  tree  for  to  ete,  and  of  the  second'  watir  to^^  drynke. 
IT  And  anon)  as  the  kyng  had'  resceived'  this^^  medecyne,  he  was  hole 
of  aH  his  lepre ;  and  yaf  to  lonatas  mekell^^  goode,  and  more  behight 
hym  and^*  he  wold'  have  more,  and  bad'  hym^^  dwelle  with  hym. 
IT  But^*^  lonatas  wold?  not^''  dwelle  Avith  hym,  but  every  day  he  went 
to  the  see  side,  that  was  nere  the  CasteH,  for  to  aspie  yf  he  myght  se 
any  shippes,^^  that  myght  lede  hym  to  his  countre.  IF  So^^  at  the  last 
he  sawe  xxx.  shippes  coniyng  toward'  the  CasteH,  and  alle  thei  toke 
haven  ayenst  even);  and  than-'^  he  went,  and  asked' ^i  of  the  shippe 

'  agayne,  passim.  ^  leaf  23.         '  Om.         *  Oin.         *  come  byfore. 

*  Behold  and  se  the.  '  Om.         *  Om.        ^  into.        '"  he  gaf.        "  for  to, 

'■-  the.  '^  mych.  '^  if.         '^  Om..  "^  Om.         "  On  no  wyse. 

''  ship.  '^  Om.         ="  thether.  -'  spiryd. 
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liavnti(J  scole.  At  the  last  he  foimde  a  shijjpe  redy,  pat  wolde  to 
the  same  coutree.  Jjenne  lonathas  was  gladde,  and'  entericB  into  the 
shijipe,  aftir  that  he  hadde  take  leve  of  the  kynge.  Sons  aftir  that 
he  was  come  to  the  citee,  Ipere  as  was  his  leman) ;  but  fer  was  noon) 
that  had'  knowleche  of  him,  for  longe  tyme,  that  he  had'  be  devourid' 
Wit/i  wilde  bested,  whenne  lonathas  Avas  in  the  citee,  a-noon)  he 
toke  cure  of  Syke  peple,  &  he  helid'  alle ;  and'  by  that  tyme  his 
lemau)  was  fe  Eicheste  of  that  citee,  by  vertu  of  the  Rynge,  &  of 
the  broche,  and'  of  the  clothe,  but  she  was  gretly  turmentid'  withe 
sikenesse.  And'  whenne  [she]  harde  telle,  that  such  a  sotiH  leche 
was  come  to  the  citee,  anooh)  she  made  messagers  to  go  for  him,  & 
that  he  wolde  vouchesaffe  to  hele  hir  of  hir  sykenesse.  lonathas 
come  to  hir,  &  jiere  he  fonde  his  lemman)  on)  bed' ;  and'  he  knewe 
hu'  welle,  but  she  knew  not  him.  And'  whenne  he  hadde  I-seyne 
hir  vryne,  he  seide  to  hir,  "  worthi  ladye,  thow  haste  oo  sekenesse 
that  may  not  be  helid'  but  by  oo  way ;  and'  yf  fow  wolt  preve  that 

[Second  Version.     AdclU.  MS.  9066.] 

men  yf  any^  shidd?  saile  into^  his  countre.  IF  At  the  last  he  founde 
one  that  wold'  go  to  that  Citee,  in^  the  whiche  was^  an  vniuersite. 
IT  lonatas,  whan  he  herct  that,  he  was  gladf,  and  made  'a  covenaunt^ 
with  hym,  and  toke  his  leve.^  And  whan  he  hadde  leve,  he  entred' 
in'''  the  shippe ;  and  after  that^  many  dales  he  come  to  the  Citee 
where  his  love  was,  that  hadde  begyled'  hym ;  and  there  was  no  man 
that  hym  knew,  for 'his  longe  tyme  beyng  out;  for'^  his  love  hacB 
went,^**  that  he  had  be  devowred'  of  wilde  bestes.  H  Whan  lonatas 
had'  entred'  the  Citee,  he  had'  the  cure  of  many^^  sike  men,  and  all  he 
heled'  anon)  of  her  sikenesse.  ^^  H  That  tyme  his  love  was  the  ricchest 
of  the  Citee,  by  the^^  vertu  of  the  Ryuge,  Broche,  and  Clothe;  but 
she  was  greved'  of  ^*  a  grete  sikenesse.  therefore  ^^  whan  she  herd  that 
such  a  soteH  lech  was  comen)  to  the  Citee,  and  heled'  aH  'maner  men  ^^ 
of  her  sikenesse,  ^  She  sent  messangers  to  hym,  'and  praied'  hym^^ 
that  he  wold'  fouchesauf  to  visite  suche  a  lady.  IT  lonatas  went 
with  the  messangers,  and  founde  his  love,  that  was  in  her  bedde ; 
whom  he  knew  fuH  wele,  but  she^^  knew  hym  not.  %  Whan  he  hacP 
seen  her  watir,  and  felt  her  pounce,^^  he  said',  "  my  dere  lady,  ye  have 
a  speciaH  sikenesse,  the  which  may  not  be  heled'  but  by  one  '^^  way ; 

■  eny  ship.         ^  to.         '  Om.         *  is.         ^  comenaunt. 

Meve  of  the  kyDg.         "^  Om.         ^  Om.         ^  Om.         '"wend.         "the. 

'=*  siknesses.         '=*  Cm.         ''  with.         '*  Om.         "^  Oin.         "  Om. 

"^  his  love.         '^  pous.         "^  o. 
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wey,  j5owe  may  be  helid?."  then  seide  she,  "  I  am  Redy  to  do  what 
so  eiier  Jjow  comaundist,  so  that  I  be  hole  ther  by."  lonathas  saide 
to  hir,  ")5ou  moste  be  clene  I-shriven;  &  yf  J)ou  have  withe-drawe 
ovvte  fro  euy  man)  viiili  wronge,  thow  moste  Restor*  hit  ayene,  and' 
thenne  I  shalle  warante  the  to  be  hole ;  and'  ellis  my  medicinis  wolle 
not  stonde  in  stede."  and'  so  by  cause  that  she  was  grevousely  holde 
withe  sekenesse,  she  made  an  opyn)  confession)  afore  al  men),  how 
fat  she  had'  deseyvicB  the  sonne  of  the  Emperoure,  as  hit  is  seide 
afor*,  and'  how  she  lefte  him  at  the  Ende  of  the  worlde.  Thenne 
seide  he,  "  Wher'  ben)  the  iij.  lewellis  fat  fou  withe-drew  fro  him, 
scil.  J)e  Einge,  fe  broche,  &  the  Clothe  ? "  And'  she  tolde  him,  that 
thei  wer"  at  hir  beddis  fete,  in  a  chest.  "  and'  ferefor',"  she  saide, 
"  open)  Jje  cheste."  And'  ^evQ  he  fonde  as  she  saide,  -wiih  gret  loye 
to  hi??^ ;  &  he  '  toke  the  Einge,  &  put  hit  on)  his  fynger ;  he  sette 
the  broche  on)  his  breste ;  ancf  toke  the  clothe  vndir  his  arme.  And? 
he  toke  hir  drinke  of  his  Firste  cruet,  sci'Z.  of  that  water  that  drow 
awey  the  ileshe  of  liis  fete,  and'  yaf  hir  to  Ete  of  that  frute  that 

'  leaf  183,  col.  1. 
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and  yf"  ye  wille  assaye  that  way,  ye  may^  be  hole."  IT  She  saicP, 
"what  so  ever  thou  seiest  to  me  that  I  may  do,  I  shaH  do  it,  so  that 
I  may  be  hole."  ^  lonatas  sair?,  "  ye  must  openly  be  confessed' ;  yf 
ye  have  ^  taken)  away  wrongfully  from  any  man  any  thinge,  'se  that 
ye  delyuere^  it  sone  agayn),  and  than*  ye  shall  be  hole,  or^  els  my 
medecyne  wille  not  availe."  If  She  in  her''  grete  sikenesse  began)  to 
telle  before  aH,  how  she  hadde  disceived'  lonatas,  the  Empe?'our* 
sone,  and  how  she  had!  left  hym  in  the  vtter'^  partie  of  the  world'. 
^  Whan  lonatas  had'  herd'  this,  he  sai<l'  ^to  her,^  "  where  are  tho  iij. 
lewelx,  that^  ye  toke  from  the  clerk^?"  She  said',  "In  a  Cheste  at 
my  beddes  fete;  open  it,  and  se  'it,  that^*'  I  lye  not,  in  this  grete 
necessitee."  ^  lonatas  opened'  the  chest,  and  found  mekeH  ^^  tresoui'*, 
but  he  hadde  liteli  loye  therof ;  but  toke  anon)  tho^^  iij_  lewelx,  and 
the  rynge  he  put  on  liis  fyngre,  the  Broche  on  his  brest,  and  the 
clothe  vndre  his  arme.  and  than  he  toke^^  and  yaf  her  drynke  of 
the  first  botett',1'*  that  is,  of  the  watir  that  departed'  the  flessh  from 
the  bone,  ^  And  also  he  yaf*  her  of  the  'first  frute,  ^^  by  the  which  he 
hym  self*  was  made  lepre.     And  whan  she  had'  eten)  of  the  frute, 

'  mow.         ^  leaf  23,  back.         '  and  yelde.         ■•  Om.         ^  and. 
«  Om.         '  fyrthest.  ^  Om.         '  Om.         '"  Om.         "  mych.  '=  the. 

he  helde.         "water.         '' froyte  of  the  fyrst  tre. 
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made  him  lepr* ;  and?  whenne  she  hadde  Eessey vid^  hit,  she  was  in 
swiche  a  likenesse,  that  no  marD  wolde  no  lenger  abide  Vfith  hir,  ancB 
in  that  grete  angr^  she  yede  vp  the  sprite,  thenne  aftir  hir  dethe, 
lonathas  tiirnid'  home  to  his  contree,  vfith  gret  loye,  beryng  with 
hime  the  ringe,  fe  broche,  &  the  clothe ;  and'  in  goode  pes  Endid 
his  lyf. 

MORALITEE. 

DEre  frendes,  fis  Empe?-oiire  is  oure  lord?  Ikesn  Criste,  that 
hathe  iij.  sonnes.  by  the  firste  sone  we  must  vndirstonde 
angelis,  to  whome  god?  hathe  y«vin  swiche  confirmacioh)  and? 
grace,  pat  they  may  not  synne ;  for  aftir  that  aungels  weer*  faUe  don), 
go(J  so  confermid'  hem,  that  thei  dweUe  stUle  after,  that  pey  myght 
not  synne  aftir.  by  the  secounde  sonne  vndirstonde  p?'ophetes,  to 
whom)  god  yaf  fe  olde  lawe  of  moyses;  the  which  law  was 
mevable,  for  it  was  chavngid?  by  the  advent  of  Criste.  And?  to  the 
thirde  sone,  scil.  a  Cristen  man),  he^  yaf  iij.  ieweH,  a  Einge,  a  broche, 
&  a  clothe.  By  the  Einge  we  muste  vndirstonde  feithe,  for  that 
omthe  to  be  Eounde  like  a  Einge,  and  \fith  oute  eny  IT  twartynge ; 
and'  he  that  hathe  the  Einge  of  feithe,  withe  oute  eny  dowte  he 
shaUe  have  the  love  of  god'  and'  of  aungles ;  and'  jjerefore  seithe  oure 

'  and  he,  MS. 
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and  dronken)  of  the  watir,  anon)  her  bely  opened,  and  aH:  her  guttes 
went  out ;  and  so  with  grete  payne  ^  she  died.  IF  lonatas  seyng  her 
dede,  with  loye  he  wente  to  his  countre,  beryng  with  hym  the  Eynge, 
the  Broche,  and  the  clothe;  and  after  he-  ended  his  lyf  in  pease. 

IF  Declaracio.  Frendes,  this  Emperour  is  oure  lord  Ihesu  crist, 
that  hathe  iij.  sonnes.  IF  By  the  first  sonne  is  vndirstond  AungeU, 
to  the  which  god  yave  suche  enformacion),  that  thei  mow  not  synne ; 
for  after  that  lucifei''  synned,  as  by  pride,  there  felle  many  aungels, 
save  thei  that  cleved  fast  to  god,  that  first  are  confermed.  IF  By  the 
second  sone  are  vndirstond  patriarkes  and  p/'ophetes,  to  the  Avhich 
god  yaf  the  olde  lawe,  that  was  mevable,  for  it  was  chaunged  by  the 
comyng  of  crist.  ^  To  the  thirde  sone,  that  is,  cristen  man,  he  yaf 
iij.  lewelx,  that  is,  a  Eynge,  a  broche,  and  a  clothe.  IF  By  the 
rounde  Eynge  we  shult  vndirstond  feith,  that  oweth  to  be  rounde, 
with  out  foryetyng.  IF  And  he  that  hath  the  rynge  of  verrey  feith, 
that  have  the  love  of  god  and  of  aungels ;  therfor  our  lord  seith,  he 

'  dissese.  *  Om. 
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savioure,  Si  habueritis  fidem,  sicut  granum  smapis,  IF  &c.  ut  supra.'^, 
fis  is  to  seye,  yf  ye  have  feithe,  as  the  seed?  or  as  the  greyne  of 
synevey,  as  is  saide  befoi''.  ancf  f erefor*  he  that  hathe  fe  Einge  of 
Feithe,  vereliche  he  shalle  have  al  thinge.5  to  his  likinge.  Also  he 
yaf  to  the  Crysten)  man  a  ^  broche,  sc/7.  the  holy  goste,  in  his  herte ; 
&  ferfore  it  is  seyde,  Mittam  vobis  sjAritivn  iKiradititm,  ^  suggeret 
vohis  omnia  quecumqiie  dixero  vohis,  J)is  is  to  sey,  I  shaUe  sende  to 
yow  the  holy  gost,  the  whiche  shaH  shew  in  yow  all  goodis  which 
I  shall  seye  to  yowe.  And'  ther-for  yf  we  have  the  holy  goste  in 
cure  hertes,  withe  oute  dowte  we  shiille  have  al  thinge  that  shall  he 
prophitahle  to  oure  soulis.  Also  he  yaf  to  [the]  Cristin  nian)^  a 
p?'esious  clothe.  the  clothe  is  perfite  charite,  the  whiche  god? 
shewithe  for  vs  &  to  vs  in  the  cros ;  for  he  louyjje  vs  so  muche,  that 
he  offirde  him  selfe  to  dye  for  vs,  for  to  hringe  vs  to  the  place  that 
we  desire  for  to  come  to,  sc^7.  to  heuene.  ancf  therfor*  who  so  wille 
sitte  on  the  clothe  of  perfite*  charite,  withe  oute  dowte  he  may  he 
translatid'.  lonathas  may  be  caUid'  eue?y  Cristen)  man  fat  is  fallyn) 
to  synne.  thenne  his  lemau)  metithe  with  him,  sci7.  his  wrecchicB 
fleshe,  fat  stirithe  him  to  synne ;  ancJ  than  he  lesithe  the  Einge  of 
feithe,  that  he  Eeseyvid'  in  baptisme ;  And'  fenne  the  hroche,  bcAI, 
'  ut  c"  in  MS.         2  leaf  183,  col.  2.         ^  Cristimao,  MS.         ■•  perfe,  MS. 
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that  hath  so  moche  faith  as  a  mustard'  sede,  shaH  remeve  hilles. 
*r  Therfor  he  that  hath  the  Eynge  of  verrey  feith  shaH  have  aH  thyng 
at  his  wiUe.  IF  Also  he  yaf*  to  the  Cristeii)  man  a  broche,  that  is, 
the  holy  gost ;  therfore  he  seid',  "I  shaH  send'  to  you  that^  shaH  teche 
you  aH  that  I  have  seid'  to  you."  and  yf  we  have  the  holy  gost  in 
oure  hert,  with  outen  doute  we  shaH  have  aH  goodes  ^that  is  profit- 
ahle  to  helth  of  our  soule.  H  Also  he  gaf  to  cristen)  man  the  thirds 
leweH,  that  is,  a  precious  clothe,  this  clothe  is  perfite  charitee,  that 
oure  lord?  shewed'  to  vs  on)  the  crosse ;  for  he  loved'  vs  so  mekeH, 
that  he  ofFred'  hym  self*  to  deth  for  vs,  that  he  shuld'  lede  vs  thedir 
where  we  desire  to  he,  and  that  is  in  heven).  II  Therfore  who  so 
ever  desire th  to  sitte  on  pe^'fite  charitee,  with  outen  doute  he  shaH 
he  translated'  from  this  world'  to  heven.  IT  Tonatas  may  wele  be 
called'  a  Cristen  man,  that  is  fallen)  in  synne,  H  Amasie  rynneth  to 
hym,  that  is,  his  flessh,  that  draAveth  hym  to  synne ;  and  so  he  loseth 
tlie  rynge  of  perfite  feith,  that  he  resceived'  in  his  haptyme.  ^  Also 
'  alle  that.  MS.  -  leaf  21. 
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f)e  holy  gost,  fleithe  from)  him,  for  synne ;  and?  the  clothe,  scil. 
charite,  is  drawiri)  fro  him  as  ofte  tyme  as  he  assentithe  to  sjoine ; 
and'  so  the  wrecchid'  man)  is  lefte  withe  oute  helpe  amonge  the  wylde 
bested,  scil.  the  devil,  J)e  wordle,  &  the  fleshe ;  and'  thenne  it  is 
gretlye  to  soroTV.  j)erioYe,  man,  do  as  dude  lonathas ;  arys  fro  thi 
slepe  of  synne,  for  thow  hast  slepte  to  longe  in  the  slepe  of  carnalite  ; 
and'  jjej'for'  hit  is  wretin  thus,  IF  Surge  qui  dormis,  Sf  illmninabit  te 
Chrishis,  pis  is  to  sey,  Arys  ftou  jjat  slepest,  and'  Cr^'ste  pe  shalle 
li3tny.  Jpenne  whenne  jjou'  ert  vp  Eisen  fro  slepe  of  synne,  and'  art 
I-litenyd',  &  mayste  see,  entre  in  to  the  -watflr  that  wolle  have  of  the 
fleshe  fro  the  boone,  scil.  penaunce,  the  ^[hjiche  putithe^  awey 
fleshelyche  affeccions,  Aftir  he  Etithe  the  frute  of  Sharpenesse,  the 
"vvhiche  chaungithe  fie  chei'',  in  mane?'  of  a  lepr*  man ;  as  it  is  wretin  ^ 
of  Crist,  IT  Vidimus  eum.  non  habentem  speciem  neq\xe  decorem,  fis  is 
to  seye,  "We  saw  him  not  having  shappe  ne  fairnesse.  so  of  the 
soule,  that  is  in  bitte?'nesse  for  his  synnes ;  and'  ther'foi''  in  figui-*  a 
sowle  is  seide  to  be  blak,  )303  hit  be  wel  I-shape.  Aftir  he  entrithe 
Jje  seeounde  water,  that  is  I-callid'  holly  comunjoige,  that  is  aftir 
penaunce;  and'  perfor'  seithe  oure  sauioure,  H  Ego  sum  fons vite ;  qui 
'  putthe,  MS.  =*  wetin,  MS. 
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the  Broche,  that  is,  the  holy  gost,  fleigh  away  from  hym.  IT  Also 
the  clothe  is  draw  from  hym,  that  is,  perfite  charitee,  aH:  so  ofte  as 
he  assenteth  to  dedely  synne ;  and  so  wrecched'  man  is  left  with  out 
helpe  amonge  wilde  bestes,  that  is,  amonge  the  deveH,  the  w^orlcP, 
and  the  flessh,  that  is  gretly  for  to  sorow.  %  Do  than  therfore  as 
lonatas  did' ;  Ryse  out  of  synne,  for  thou  hast  slept  to  longe  in  the 
skirte  of  flesshly  lustes  ;  as  it  is  written,  "  thou  hast  slept  in  synne  ; 
arise,  and  crist  shaH  lighten)  the,  so  that  thou  shalt  be  saved'." 
^  Sampson)  slept  in  the  skirte  of  dalyda,  and  lost  his  strength,  he 
arose,  and  entred'  the  watir,  that  is,  the  watir  of  penaunce,  that 
departith  the  flessh,  that  is,  flesshly  afteccions.  IT  Than  he  ete  of 
the  frute  of  sharpnesse,  that  chaungetB  his  semblaunt  to  the  likenesse 
of  a  lepre ;  as  it  is  redde  of  crist,  we  saw  hym  as  a  man  that  had'  no 
chere,  but  as  a  lepre.  So  it  is  of  the  soule  that  is  in  bittirnesse  for 
the  synnes  that  he  hath  done.  H  wherfore  it  is  said'  in  figure  of  the 
soule,  I  am  blak*,  but  I  am  semely  and  faire,  that  is  to  sey,  I  am 
blak*  in  body,  but  I  am  faire  in  soule.  IT  Than  he  went  into  the 
second'  watir,  that  restored'  hym.     H  This  watir  is  comvnyon  aftir 
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hiherit  ex  aqua  hac,  non  sicief^  in  eiernum,  2  this  is  to  sey,  I  am  fe 
welle  of  lyfe ;  and?  he  that  drinkithe  of  this  water,  shalle  not  thirste.^ 
Aftir  Jjat,  he  etithe  of  the  fruyt  of  the  secounde  tree,  the  w[h]iche 
Restorithe  al  that  was  loste ;  whenne  that  he  is  glorefijd?  in  euer- 
lasting  lyfe,  aftir  that  he  hathe  helide  the  kynge,  sct7.  jje  soule.  & 
so  he  entrithe  in  to  the  shippe  of  holy  chirche,  and?  gothe  to  his 
lemman),  sc^7.  his  fleshe,  &  Eechithe  to  hir  the  water  of  contrucion), 
and*  the  frute  of  penannce,  and"  of  sharpnesse,  for  the  whiche  the 
fleshelyche  affeccions  deyethe ;  &  so  by  penaunce  he  takithe  of  hit 
his  lost  goodes,  and'  so  he  gothe  to  his  contree,  sc^7.  to  the  kyngdom) 
of  hevene.  To  the  whiche  he  vs  brynge,  that  is  kynge  Euerlastinge ! 
Amen. 

[  XLVII.  ] 
ENLOPIUS  WAS  A  GOODE  Yhi-PEROUR. 
(the  two  friends.) 
"1  Nlopius  was  a  gode  Empe?'oure  in  J?e  citee  of  Eome,  the  whiche 
lovid?  moste  passingli  love  and?  pes ;  and?  jjerfor  wher  so  euer 
he   knewe    fat    eny  discorde    or  vnrest   was    Regnynge,   he 
labovrid'  to  make  Eeformacion)  of  pes.    so  in  that  tyme  fere  wer' 
"  sciet,  MS.         ^  leaf  183,  back,  col.  1.         ^  truste,  MS. 
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penaunce ;  wherfor*  our*  saviour  seith,  "I  am  the  welle  of  lyf* ;  he  that 
drynketh  of  this  watir,  he  shaH  not  thrist  after."  he  than^  etetfi  of 
the  frute  of  the  tre  the  second',  that  restored?  att  that  was  lost,  that 
is,  whan  aH  is  glorified'  in  ever  lastyng  lyf*.  IT  Also  he  cured?  the 
kyng,  that  is,  his  reson),  and  so  he  entrecF  the  shippe  of  holy  chircK, 
and  to  his  love,  that  is,  the  flessh,  he  gaf*  the  watir  of  contricion), 
and  the  frute  of  penaunce  and  of  sharpnesse,  [by]  the  which  the 
flessh,  that  ^is,  the  aflfeccion)  of  flesshly  lust,  is  slayii.  and  so  a  man 
getith  by  penaunce  goodes  that  are  lost  by  synne,  and  goth  to  his 
countrey,  that  is,  the  kyngdome  of  heven.  to  the  which  brynge  vs 
Ihesu  crist,  that  bought  vs  with  the  price  of  his  precious  bloo(J  I 
Amen. 

[  XXYIII.    leaf  38,  back.  ] 

Eulopius  reignecJ  in  'the  Citee  of^  Eome,  the  whiche  amonge  aH 
vertues  loved'  mekeH''  love  and  acorde;  and  where  'that  was 
cissime  and  debate  amonge  any,^  he  laborecJ  for  to  make 

'  that,  MS.  '  leaf  24,  back.  ^  Om.  *  myche. 

'  as  env  debate  was. 


E 
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two  knyglite6',  oil)  of  baldak,  that  o])er  of  lumbardye ;  and'  thes  twoo 
lovi(J  to-gedir  Eight  muche,  and'  sent  letteris  eifer  to  ofere  by 
niessagers ;  so  that  what  euer  the  knight  of  lumbardy  hadde  of 
marchaundise  in  his  londe,  he  sent  hit  to  the  tojjere ;  in  fe  same 
mane?*  J?e  kni3t  of  baldak  sent  to  the  knite  of  lumbardye,  of  al  maner 
thinges  and  noveltees  that  wei^  in  baldak,  antJ  not  in  lumbardye. 
So  in  a  tyme  Jjis  kni3te  of  lumbardye  Jjojte,  as  he  lay  in  his  bedde, 
"  swich  a  frende  I  have  in  baldak,  &  I  have  sent  to  him  many  grete 
yiftis,  ancB  so  hathe  [he]  to  me  wel  mo.  for  sothe  now  Avolle  I  go 
visite  him  or  fat  I  be  dede."  He  come  to  the  londe  of  baldake,  & 
come  to  the  house  of  his  felow,  the  w[h]iche  he  saw  neuer  afore ;  and? 
whenne  his  felow  saw  him,  he  fel  for  gladnes  vpon)  him,  &  kiste 
him,  and?  wepte  for  loye;  and'  he  saide,  "thow  art  welcome^  to  me 
as  halfe  my  soule ! "  And  whenne  he  hadde  abide  ther  certeyne 
days,  he  saw  in  the  house  the  fayrest  damiseU  to  his  ye,  that  euer 
he  sawe ;  &  he  was  Ravishid?  in  his  mynde  for  hir,  in  so  moche  that 
he  kepte  his  bedde,  ^and  myte  neyfer  ete  ne  drynke  wele.  then) 
'  velcome,  MS.  ^  leaf  183,  back,  col.  2. 
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accorde,  that  good  accorde  shold  be  had.  IT  There  were  that  tyme 
ij .  knj^ghtes,  one  of  the  centre  of  Baldok^,  and  the  other '  of  lombardie, 
that  loved  wele^  to-gedre,  and  neither^  of  hem  sawe  never  other, 
but  by  messangers  betwixe  hem ;  so  that  the  knyght  of  lumbardie, 
what  so*  he  had  of  marchaundise  'and  of  ^  other  thynges  there  he 
dwelled,  he  sent  by  messangers  to  his  felaw,  the  knyght  in  Baldolc' ; 
and  the  knyght  of  Baldok*  on^  the  same  maner,  alt  the  marchaundise 
in  his  land  that  myght  not  be  founden)  in  lombardie,  he  sent  to 
hym.  H  The  knyght  of  lombardie  on  a  tjTne,  as  he  laye  in  his 
bedde,  he  fought,  "  I  have  suche  a  frende  in  Baldok*,  to  whom  I 
have  sent  many  giftes,  and  he  to  me  gretter ;  I  shaH  go  and  se  hym 
or  that  I  dye."  and  so  he  went  to  the  land  of  Baldot,  and  come  to 
the  house  of  his  felawe,  that  he  had  never  sene  afore.  H  The 
'knyght  his''  felaw,  whan  he  herd  of  his  comyng,  he  was  right  loy- 
fuli,  and  toke  hym  aboute  the  nekke,  and  kissed  hym,  and  wept  for 
ioye,  and  said,  "  thou  art  welcome  to  me,  half  my  soule  ! "  and  [he] 
abode  with  hym  as  longe  as  he  wold,  and  whan  he  had  I-be^  there 
certayn)  dales,  he  sawe  a  right  faire  maiden)^  in  his  house ;  and  anon) 
he  was  taken)  in  her  love,  in  so  mekeli^^  that^^  he  laye  in  his  bedde, 

'  tother.         ^  Om.         ^  nother.         *  maner.         *  or.         *  in. 
'  knyghtea.         '  byd.         ®  mayde,  ^^assi/w.         '"  mych.         "  Om. 
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the  oper  kiiight,  Ipe  lorde  of  tlie  hovse,  come  to  Mm,  and'  askid'  the 
cause  of  his  lievinesse,  &  of  his  seknes.  J?enne  saide  he,  "  ][)er  is  a 
damiselle  in  thin  house,  that  I  love,  and'  coveyte  in  myn)  herte  ouer 
al  thinge  in  this  woiide ;  and'  dede  I  mot  be,  but  I  have  hir  love." 
And  thenne  he  badde  him  be  strongs,  and'  of  goode  chei-^,  and  saide 
that  he  shuld'  have  al  thinge  that  his  soule  wolde  desire,  yf  it  wei"* 
in  that  house,  and'  a-non)  he  shewid'  him  al  the  women)  of  the 
house,  Exsepte  oon)  damesel ;  and'  thenne  he  saide,  "  Der*  frende,  is 
she  her*  amonge  this  company,  jjat  Jjou  desiristl"  and  he  saide, 
"  naye."  And'  at  the  laste  he  shewid'  afore  him  the  damiselle ;  & 
wheune  he  sawe  hir,  he  seide  to  his  felaw,  "  [This  is]  she  jjat  is  my 
lyf  and'  my  dethe  bothe  !  "  And'  thenne  he  saide,  "  j)is  damiseii  is 
coume  of  gentil  kynrede,  and?  I  have  norishid  hir  of  a  childe,  for 
she  shulde  have  ben  my  wyfe ;  neu^?'theles  fow  arte  come  from  fer 
contrees,  for  grete  fervente  love  ]3at  hathe  I-bene  a-twene  vs  of  longe 
tyme,  and'  therfoi^  I  wouchesaf  pat  thow  have  hir  to  wyf ;  I  shalle 
yeve  to  the  with  hir  grete  habundaunce  of  Eichesse."  whenne  the 
knijt  herde  the  wordes,  he  Eos,  &  was  hole ;  &  saide  to  hhn,  "  dei-* 

[Second  Ver,^ion.     Addit.  MS.  9066.] 

and  neither  ete  ne  dranke.  IF  His  felawe  come  to  hym,  and  said, 
"HO!  dere^  frende,  for  what  cause  arte  thou^  turmented'  in  thi 
soule  1 "  he  said',  "  there  is  a  maiden)  in  thi^  house,  the  which  I  love 
mekeH,^  that  I  shaH  dye  but  yf  I  have  her."  ^  The  other  ^  said', 
"  take  comforte  'to  the,^  and  be  stronge,  for  yf  ther  be  any  in  my 
house  that  thi  soide  desireth,  with  out  doute  thou  shalt  have  her." 
%  Anon)  he  shewed'  to  hym  "the  women, '^  to  take  her^  that  he  desired', 
than  seid'  the  sike  knyght,  "amonge  aH  thise  is  not  she  that  my 
soule  loveth."  Than  he  shewed'  to  hym  the  maiden)  that  he  loved', 
whan  he  saw  her,  he  seid',  "  this  is^  she,  in  the  whiche  is  ^''my  dethe 
and  my  lyf'."  %.  The  knyght  said,  "forsothe  this  maiden)  is  of  a^^ 
noble  kynrede,  the  whiche  I  have  norisshed'  fro  her  yongthe,  that 
she  shold  be  my  wyf* ;  Neverthelesse  thou  arte  come  to  me  fro  ferre 
countrees,  for^^  love  that  longe  hathe  ben  betwixe  vs ;  I  sliaH  yeve 
her  to^^  the  to  wyf,  with  many  richesse^*  tliat  I  shulde  resceive  with 
her,  by  the  whiche  aH^^  thi  kynrede  may  be  the  better."  H  The  sike 
knyght,  Avhan  he  herd'  this,  he  arose  ^''  anon)  out  of  his  bedde  hole, 

'   Om.         *  thou  thus.         ^  this.         *  so  mj'che.         *  tother.         ^   Om. 

''  woman,  MS.         *  alle  the  women  of  the  hous,  out  take  her.  *  same  is. 
'«  leaf  39.         "   Om.         '-  iro,  IMS.         '^  Om.         "'  rychesses.         ''  Om. 

""  rose  vp. 
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frende,  god?  the  yelde  for  the  geutilnesse  that  thowe  seist  to  me,  & 
hast  doon)  for  me  many  a  tyme ;  but  how  that  hit  shalle  be  Eewarde 
&  yolden),  for  sofe  I  not,"  Soone  aftir  ther  was  cride  a  gene?-aH: 
bridale,  and'  alle  men  that  come  to  that  feste,  hadde  grete  medes  & 
benefetis  or  they  yede.  and'  aftir  al  this  the  knight  toke  his  leve, 
and*  yede  home  ayene  in  to  lu??ibardye  withe  his  wyf ;  and?  a  Eiche 
man)  he  Avas,  an(J  alle  his  frendes  were  avaunsid?  by  fe  goodes  & 
Eichesses  that  he  browte  from)  baldak  ;  ancJ  his  wyf  was  lovid'  gretly 
of  all  men,  and'  browte  forthe  a  faire  dowter.  Aftir  hit  happid', 
that  the  forsayde  knyght  of  baldak  was  falne  in  to  grete  poverte,  in 
so  much  that  he  had'  not  to  lyve  with,  he  thovte  in  a  certeyne 
tyme,  Ipat  hit  wer*  beste  for  him  for  to  go  to  his  olde  frende,  fat  he 
avaunsicf  ancJ  yaf  to  his  damiseH',  &  be  founden  of  him ;  and'  that 
him  thowte  hadde  ben  the  better  fai])  ^  for  to  have  livid'  in  wrecchid- 
nesse,  as  he  dude,  he  yede  to  lumbardye  in  pore  araye,  like  a  pore 
man,  for  he  hadde  litle  in  his  purse  ;  and'  when  he  was  in  lumbardye, 
he  enterid'  into  the  cetee  ther  as  his  felowe  was  dwelle.  And'  whenne 
he  come  in  to  the  citee,  fe  nyght  was  darke,  an(J  he  thowte  to  him 

'  leaf  184,  col.  1. 
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and  said',  "  0  !  dere  frende,  god'  quyte  the,  for  mekeft '  thou  hast 
done  for  me  ofte  sithes  !  how  may  I  yeld'  'the  aH  ^  the  benefetis  that 
bou  hast  done  to  me,  vtterly  I  wote  never' ! "  IF  Anon)  he  did'  crie  a 
grete  fest  for  the  weddyng ;  and  there  come  many  to  the  weddyng, 
and  token)  mete.  H  Whan  the  fest  was  done,  the  knyght  toke  his 
leve,  and  wente  to  lumbardie  with  his  wyf*,  and  grete  richesse ;  wher- 
fore  he  was  made  right  riche,  and  aU  his, — the  whiche  richesse  he 
brought  fro  Baldok*.  and  his  wyf  was  wonderly  loved'  of  aH,  and 
brought  hym  forthe  a  faire  sone.  H  It  fiUe  aftirward',  that  the 
knv"ht  of  Baldok*  come  to  grete  poverte,  in  so  mekeH^  that  he  had' 
not  wherof*  that  he  myght  lyve.  he  thought,  "  it  is  better  to  me 
now  for  to  goo  to  lumbardie  to  my  frende,  the*  whiche  I  promoted' 
to  grete  richesse,  and  gaf  hym  a  wyf,  and  aH  way  lovecf  hym,  that 
he  may  socoure  me  in  my  poverte,  than  for  to  lyve^  in  grete  myserie 
and  wrecchednesse."  he  went  alone  into  lumbardie  as  a  poore 
man,  for  he  had'  liteH  to  spende  by  the  way ;  And  whan  he  come 
into^  lumbardie,  he  entred'  a  Citee,  in  the  whiche  the  'knyght  his'^ 
frend'  dwellecJ  in  8;  and  whan  he  entred'  the  Citee,  it  was  nyght, 

'  myche.         *  Om.         ^  myche.         ■•   Om.         *  leue  here.         ^  to. 

'  knygliles.  "  Om. 


200      XLVII.     THE    TWO    FRIENDS.       STORY.       HARL.  7333,  &  ADDIT.  9066. 

selfe,  "  it  is  now  nyght,  ancJ  my  clothis  be|)e  not  faire  for  a  kni3te, 
and'  also  I  am  barfote  ;  anct  yf  I  goo  nowe  to  the  hovse  of  my  felawe, 
he  shalle  vnnejje  knowe  me  in  this  clothing,  nay,"  quod?  he,  "  hit 
shalle  not  be  soo."  he  lokid'  abowte  him,  &  he  sawe  a  parishe 
chirche ;  and'  he  enterid!  in  to  the  yerde,  &  yede  in  to  the  In-gange, 
scil.  in  to  the  porche,  and'  J?ere  he  lay  al  nyght.  &  as  he  laye  fere 
in  the  porche,  too  men)  foute  ])ere  in  the  strete,  and'  that  on)  slowhe 
the  to]je?*e ;  and'  sone  the  mankiUe[r]  Ean)  in  to  the  chircheyerde ; 
and'  sone  a  multitude  of  peple  ran)  in  to  the  chirche-yerd',  &  ])ere 
they  sowte,  but  none  thei  coude  fynde,  but  only  the  kni3te  in  the 
chirche-porche.  Anct  thei  saide  to  him,  "  where  is  he  that  slowhe 
the  man  V  "I  am  he,"  quod'  he  ;  "  takithe  me,  &  bringe  me  jjerfoi* 
in  the  iebet."  And  this  he  said',  for  he  hadde  leuer  have  ben  dede, 
than  so  to  live  in  pouertee.  &  thanne  thei  toke  him,  &  browte  him 
to  presoun) ;  and?  on)  the  morowe  he  was  demid?  to  be  dede,  and?  he 
was  ladde  to  the  iebet;  ancJ  many  folowid'  him,  and'  amonge  the 
peple  was  the  kni3t  his  felawe.     and'  when)  he  had'  beholden)  his 

[Second  Version.     Addit.  MS.  9066.] 

and  derke,  IF  he  thought  with  in  hym  self,  "  it  is  nyght,  and  my 
'clothyng  is^  nought  precious  for  a  knyght,  and  also  I  am  bare  foote. 
yf  I  go  now  to  the  house  of  my  felaw,  he  shaH  vnnethe  have  knowyng 
of  me,  for  derknesse  of  the  nyght ;  it  shaH  not  be  so."  IT  he  loked' 
aboute,  and  sawe  a  parissh  chirche ;  and  wente  into  ^  the  chircB 
yerd',  and  atte*  entre  of  the  chirche  he  rested'  hym.  and  as  he 
lay  and  slept,  ij.  men  foughten)  to-gedre,  and  the*  one  slough  the* 
other ;  and  he  that  slough  hym  ranne  out  of  the  chirche  yerd',  and 
yode  his  way.  H  In  shorte  tyme  after,  a  grete  clamour  rose^  in  the 
Citee,  and  a  rumour,  that  ]3e  man-sleer  was  ronne  to  the  chirche  yerd'.^ 
[Anone  a  multitude  of  peple  ran  to  the  chirche  yarde,'']  and  founde 
^no  man  but  the  knyght,  atte^  entre  of  the  chirche  liyng.  II  One  said' 
to  hym,  "where  is  the  man-sleer V  he  said',  "I  am  he;  take  me, 
and  hange  me  on  the  gebette."  he  said'  thus,  for  he  had'  lever  dye, 
than  live  in  poverte.  H  Thei  layed?  hondes  on  hym,  and  led'  hym  to 
prison).  The  next^**  day  he  was  denied'  to  the  dethe,  and  ledde  to 
the  galous ;  and  many  folowed',^^  IT  Amonge  the  whiche  was  the 
knyght,  his  felaw,     and  whan  he    had'  enterly  beholden)  hym,  he 

'  clothes  bene.         ^  to.         ^  at  the.         *  that.         *  was.         ®  Om. 

''  Saj^jflifd/romC.         Meaf  .39.  back.         ^  at  the. 

'"  That  other.  "  folowdyii  hym. 
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felowe,  he  saide  in  liis  lierte  "  ^Vhat !  howe  is  fis  1  this  is  my  felawe 
of  baldak,  that  thei  lede  here  to  dethe."  And«  withe  oute  any 
tariinge  he  creyde  withe  an  hie  voyse,  and'  saide,  "  How  !  man),  abide, 
abide,  lete  him  leve  !  it  is  not  he  that  slowe  the  man),  hit  is  11" 
And'  tho  they  toke  him,  and'  ladde  hem  bothe  to  fe  lebet,  to  be 
dede.  And?  among  al  opir,  the  man  that  killid'  the  dede  man)  was 
])er  present ;  and'  he  thowte  in  him  selfe,  "  I  am  gylti  of  this  detbe, 
and?  the  too  kni3tes  bethe  innocentes ;  for  suthe  it  may  not  be,  but 
that  god'  shalle  take  vengeaunce  of  me.  hit  is  beste  for  me,  that  I 
now  opyn)  my  synne,  and'  take  penaunce  therfoi'  than^  late  thes 
^innocentes  perishe."  And'  he  cride  withe  an  hie  voyse,  "befe  ware, 
that  ye  do  none  harm)  to  the  men),  for  I  am  gylti  in  the  dede ;  pei 
bej?e  innocentes,  and'  I  am  he  that  slowhe  the  man) :  takithe  me,  and 
dothe  me  on)  the  iebet."  jpenne  the  peple  sette  honde  vpon)  him, 
and'  browte  him  wzt/i  the  two  knites  to  the  luge,  &  saide,  "  sir,  we 
han)  grete  mervayle  of  thes  iij.  men,  for  the  first  saide,  with  his 
owne  mouthe,  that  he  slowhe  the  man);  ancJ  that  o]>ere  come,  & 
'  ande,  MS.  ="  leaf  18-1,  col.  2. 
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saicf  with  in  hym  self,  "  what  is  this  !  with  oute  doute  this  is  my 
felaw,  the  knyght  of  Baldob  ! "  'thei  ledden)  hym^  to  the  galouse. 
H  Anon)  he  cried'  with  an  hie  voice,  "abide^!"  abide ^  !  he  slowe 
not  the  man,  but  it  is  I."  Thei  heryng  this,*  laied'  hondes  on  hym, 
and  brought  hym  to  the  galouse.  H  Than  was  he  there,  amonge 
other,  that  slow  the  man,  and  thought  with  in  hym  self*,  "  I  am 
gilty  of  the  dethe,  'and  yf  I  suffre  thise  ij.  Innocente^  knyghtes  to^ 
goo  to  the  dethe,  it  may  not  be  but ''  god  shaH:  take  some  vengeaunce 
on  me.  It  is  better  'forto^  be  aknow  of  my  synne  here  openly,  and 
take  my  penaunce,  than  for  to  suffre  thise ^  Innocentes  for^oto  perissh." 
Than  with  an  hye  voice  he  cried',  "  spare  hem  !  spare  hem  !  for  tliei 
are  Innocentes,  and  I  am  gilty,  for  I  slow  'the  man^^  with  myn)i2 
handes,  and  thei  slow  hym  not ;  take  me,  and  hange  me  on  the 
gibbette  ! "  IF  INIoche  peple,  whan  thei  herd'  this,  thei  wondred? ; 
and  13  anon)  thei  laied'  hondes  on  hym;  'and  all  the  peple  turned' 
agayn)  with  hym,  and  the  ij.  knyghtes,  and  seid'  to  the  domesman, 
"'ll  Sir,  we  mervaile  of  this^*  iij.  men.     The  fbst  knyght  was  aknow 

'  That  thei  lede.         ^  Abideth.         =  Om.         "  that.  *  innocentes,  MS. 

^  of  thes  ij.  innocent  linyghtes  ;  and  I  suffre  hem.  ''  but  that.  ^  I. 

^  Om.  ^^  Om.  "hym.  '*  myne  owne.  ^^  Om. 

'■*  And  alle  the  peple  mervcylyd  of  thes. 
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saide,  nay,  for  he  saide  that  he  slowhe  him ;  and'  now  the  thirde 
comithe,  and'  seide  that  thei  bothe  bethe  innocente*^,  and'  that  he 
slowhe  him  withe  his  own  hondes ;  anc5  Jjerfor*,  sir,  we  befe  I-come 
to  youre  dome,  for  to  loke  what  ye  wolle  seye  in  this  cas."  J)enne 
saide  the  luge  to  the  firste  knight  of  baldak,  "  whi,  &  for  what  cause 
seyde  ])ou,  that  thowe  slowhe  the  mau)]"  "For  sojie,"  quod'  he, 
"  &  I  s[h]alle  seye  sojje.  I  was  some  tyme  a  worthi  knight,  and  a 
Ptiche,  and'  mony  men)  I  fonde  and'  susteynid'  vndir  me ;  but  withe 
in  fewe  yeris  I  feUe  in  to  grete  poverte,  in  so  moche  that  I  have  no 
thinge  to  spende,  but  as  I  begge  my  brede  fro  dor"  to  doi^.  And'  so 
when)  that  I  thinke  of  my  grete  nobilite  that  I  have  ben)  Inne,  and' 
of  grete  pouerte  that  I  am)  Inne  nowe,  I  hadde  leuere  be  dede  than 
live ;  and  ferefore  I  saide  that  I  slowe  the  man),  in  the  entente  that 
thei  shulde  slee  me."  Thenne  seide  the  luge  to  the  secounde  kni3t, 
"telme  whi  that  thow  saide  that  fou  slowhe  him?"  "for  sothe, 
sir,"  quod'  he,  "  an^  I  shalle  tel  yow.  this  knight  her*  hathe  hiliche 
avaunsid'  me,  and'  yafe  to  me  my  wyf ;  and'  pere  fore  I  lovid'  him  as 
moche  as  myselfe ;  and'  J)e?-efor'  whenne  I  sawe  him  go  to  de])ewar(J, 


[Second  Version.     Addit.  MS.  9066.] 

that  he  slew  the  man  ;  The  second'  said',  nay,  but  he  slow  hym ;  The 
thirde  seid',  that  the  ij.  knyghtes  were  Innocentes,  and  he  hym  self 
slow  hym  withe  his  owne^  handes ;  and  therfore  we  are  turned' 
flf^ajm),  to 2  here  a  verrey  dome,^  what  is  for  to  done  of  this  thynge." 
if  The  domesman  seid'  to  the  first  knyght  of  Baldok",  "  IT  Trend',  whi 
saidest^  thou,  'that  thou^  slow  the  man  1"  he  said',  '^  forsothe  I  shaH 
say  you  the^  trouthe.  I  was  somtyme  a  riche  knyght,  and  a  worthi 
man,  and  many  I  held'  with  me,  and  I'  susteyned' ;  but  with  in  few 
yeres  I  come  to  grete  poverte,  in  so  mekeH^  that  I  have  no  thynge 
to  spend',  but  seke  my  brede  fro  dore  to  dorre.  therfore  whan  I 
thynli^  on  my  ryalte^  and  richesse,  and  now  considre  my  grete 
poverte,  I  had'  lever  than  grete  mede^**  I  were  take^^  out  of  the^^ 
world' ;  and^^  therfore  I  said',  "I  slew  the  man,  that  I  shold'  the 
rather  1-^  perissh  and  be  dede."  IT  Than  seid'  the  domesman  to^^the 
second'  knyght,  "whi  saidest^''^  thou,  that^^  thou  slew  the  man?"  he 
said',  "forsothe  I  shaH  shew  the 'Hhe  trouthe.  this  knyght  promotecJ 
me  to  grete  dignitye  and  richesse,  and  gaf*  me  a  wyf-*,  II  wherfore  I 

'   Om.         *  for  to.         *  trouthe.         "  seyst.         *  Om.         ®  Om. 

">   Om.         "  myche,         '  nobley.  '"  goode.         "    Om.         "  this. 

'»   Om.  "  k':if  40.  '«  souner.  "*  seyst.  "   Om.  "  you. 
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I  cride  withe  a  lowde  voyse,  ancJ  saide  that  I  slo^ye  the  man),  in  the 
entente  jjat  I  sholde  be  dede,  and'  he  I-sauid'."  An(J  thanne  saide 
the  luge  to  the  thirde  man,  "  telle  me  Avhi  that  thow  saide  that  pow 
kyldest  him  1 "  "  Forsothe,"  quod'  he,  "  and'  I  shall  telle  yowe 
opinlye  Jje  sothe;  for  sothelye  I  sloAvhe  him  ^with  myn)  oune 
hondes ;  and'  ferfor  when  I  sawe  thes  two  knites  wer"  ludde  to  be 
dede,  I  thovte  to  my  selfe,  that  god',  that  sethe  al  thinges,  wold' 
Jjerfoi'^  have  I-taldn  yengeaunce  of  me,  yf  I  had'  suffrid'  hem  so  go  to 
dethe,  sitheu)  I  was  synner ;  &  J)e/-ef ore  I  ]jou3te  I  wolde  not  do  so 
grete  synne,  and'  that  I  wolde  Eathir  save  fe  Innocentes  &  dy  my 
selfe,  than  for  to  danipne  my  selfe  perpetuelly.  &  Jje;-efoi'',  sir,  her* 
I  have  seide  opinli  the  sothe,  how  that  I  slowhe  fe  man)  with  myn) 
ovne  hondes."  The[n]  aunswerde  pe  luge,  seinge  pus,  "  sithen  pou. 
haste  seide  the  sothe  for  salvacion)  of  the  Inuocentes,  sothely  poii 
shalt  not  be  dede."  and'  alle  men)  comendicJ  the  luge,  that  had'  so 
hilie  and'  so  graciouslye  demyd'  for  the  trewe  trespassoure. 

'  leaf  184,  back,  col.  1. 
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love  hym  as  mekeH^  as  my  self*;  therfore  whan  ^he  went-  to  the 
dethe,  I  cried'  -uatli  an  hie  voice,  that  I  slow  the  man,  that  he 
myght  be  saved',  and^  desired'  for  his  love  for*  to  dye."  H  Tlie 
domesman  seid'  than  to  the  third'  man,  "  whi  seidest^  thou,  that^ 
thou  slow"  the  manl"  "IT  Sir,*  I  shaH  telle  you  the  verrey  trouthe. 
I  slow  the  man,  Avith  out  doute ;  and  whan  I  saw  H.hat  thise  men 
went  to^  dethe,  I  thought  in  my  hert,  it  may  not  be  but  that  god'  is 
rightfuH,  and  aH  thynge  seeth,  and  'wille  somtyme^*'  take  vengeaunce 
oP^  me,  for ^2  by  cause  I  slow  the  rightfuH  man  ;  and  also  yf  I  shold' 
suffre  thise  Innocentes  be  slayn)  for  my  dede,  it  shold'  be  to  me  a 
grevous  synne.  IT  Therfore  it  is  bette?-  now^^  to  me  to  be  a-know 
the  trouthe  before  aH,  and  save  the  Innocentes  fro^'*  dethe,  than 
^everlastyng  to^^  dampne  my  self*,  and  therfore  I  said'  the  trouthe, 
that  Avith  myn)  owne  hand'^^  I  slow  the  man."  IT  The  domesman 
seid',  "  frend',  sithen  it  is  so,  that  thou  hast  shewed'  the  trouthe,  and^'^ 
hast  saved'  the  Innocentes  fro  the  dethe,  thou  shalt  not  be  dede,  but 
thou  shalt  have  thi  lyf*,  with  aH  tin  heritage."  wherfore  aH  men 
praised'  the  domesman,  that  so  mercyfuH^^  did'  with  the  man-sleer. 

'  myche.         ^  I  saw  him  go.         '  and  I.         ''  Om.         *  se3'st.         *   Ooi. 

'  slow3'st.         *  He  seyde,  Syr.         "  thes.  ij.  go  to  the.         '"  wole  sone. 

"  on.         '2   Om.         •'  bm.         ''  fro  the.         '•'  everlastyngly.         '»  haiidus. 

"  that  thou  slow  the  man,  and.  "  mere)  fully. 
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MORALITEE. 

DEre  frendes,  Jjis  Emperoure  is  the  fadir  of  hevene ;  The  twoo 
ku^tes  bejje  oure  lorde  Ihesu  Criste  and'  the  iadir  Adam),  the 
whiche  was  shaj^in  &  forrnid'  in  the  felde  of  Damaske ;  & 
god'  was  with  oute  begynnyng,  and'  is  withe  oute  endynge.  messagers 
wer'  atwene  hem,  whenne  the  fadir  saide  to  the  sonne  &  to  the  holy 
gost^  Faclamus  hominera  ad  ymaginem  ^  similitudinem  nostrum, 
This  is  to  seye,  lete  vs  make  man)  vnto  our  ymage  an(J  to  oure 
likenesse.  hut  the  kni3t  jjat  come  to  the  howse  of  that  o])ere  kni^t, 
that  was  translatid'  fro  the  felde  of  Damaske ;  &  fere  he  sawe  a  faii-e 
niayde,  soil,  fe  soule  y-made  to  the  likenesse  of  god',  the  w[li]iche 
Adam  desirid'.  And'  god'  seinge  that,  yaf  the  soule  to  Adam,  the 
w[h]ich  was  made  to  his  oune  likenesse,  withe  alle  godes  of  this  worlde. 
Aftir  that,  Crist  come  to  grete  poue?"te,  and'  toke  oure  fleshe ;  as  thes 
wordes  berithe  witnesse  of  his  pouertee,  Vidpes  foueas  hahent,  et 
volucres  cell  nidos ;  filius  autem  hominis  non  hahet  vhi  capud  suum 
indinet,  Jjis  is  to  seye,  lo  !  ^  f oxis  havi])  dennys,  &  briddis  of  hevene 
havi))e  nestis ;  but  the  sonne  of  man  hafe  not  wer*  he  may  reclyne 
or  enbovve  his  hede.  Jjenne  he  enterid'  in  to  the  jporche  of  the 
chirche,  scil.  in  to  the  wombe  of  oure  seint  marie  the  virgine ;  & 

•  leaf  184,  back,  col.  2. 
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IT  Declaracio.  Frendes,  this  Emperowr  is  the  Eadir  of  heven). 
the  ij.  knyghtes  are  our  lord'  Ihesu  crist,  and  the  first  Fadir  Adam, 
[that]  was  made  in  the  feld'  of  Damascene ;  and  god'  was  ever  with 
out  begynnyng^,  and  shaH  be  withe  out  endyng.  If  Messangers  were 
betwixe  hem,  whan  the  Fadir  said'  to  the  sone  and  to  the  holy  gost, 
"  Make  we  man  to  our  likenesse."  IT  But  the  knyght,  that  come  to 
the  house  of  the  other,  is  Adam,  the  first  Fadir,  that  was  translated' 
fro  the  feld'  of  Damascene,  where  he  saw  a  faire  Avoman,  that  is,  the 
soule,  made  to  the  likenesse  of  god',  that  Adam  desired'.  IF  God  saw 
that,  and  gaf*  hym  the  soule,  that  he  made  to  his  likenesse,  with  all 
the  goodes  of  the  world'.  ^  Aftir  this  come  crist  to  right  grete 
poverte,  whan  he  come  downe  fro  heveri),  and  toke  our  flessh ;  For 
foxes  have  deunes,  and  briddes  of  ^  heven)  have  nestis,  but  the  sone 
of  man^  hathe  not  wherto  that  he  may  lene  his  hede.  IT  he  entred' 
the  gate  of  holy  chirch,  that  is,  the  wombe  of  that  blissed!  virgyn), 

'  Ic;if  ID,  buck  -  a  maide,  MS. 
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pere  he  lay  fro  tyme  of  his  consepcion)  vnto  the  tyme  of  his  nativite. 
in  the  tyme  fitijje  to-gedir  ij.  men),  scil.  the  fleshe  &  fe  sprite ;  but 
the  fleshe  slowhe  fe  sprite,  what  tyme  mankynde  brake  the  com- 
ivndement  of  gocJ.  Thenne  the  peple  ronne  in  to  the  chirche-yerde, 
scil.  deuelis  yede  abovte,  for  to  make  that  al  mankynde  shulde 
perisshe.  The  knyjt,  that  profirid'  to  dye,  was  oure  lorde  Ihe^u 
*];riste,  whenne  he  sayde,  IT  Quein  queritis  ]  whom  seke  ye  ?  Ego 
tim,  I  am  he  that  ye  seche.  j)enne  the  peple  toke  him,  &  ladde  him 
to  the  lubet.  thenne  whenne  that  ofer  kny3t,  his  trewe  frende,  sawe 
Jjis,  &c.  by  the  secounde  kny3t  we  must  vndirstonde  aposteles  and 
martiris,  the  whiche  suifri(J  dethe  in  the  name  of  Criste ;  &  Jierefore 
seide  Crist  to  his  disciplis,  Potestis  Inhere  calicem  quern  ego  sum 
hihiturus,  fis  is  to  seye,  may  ye  drinke  of  the  same  cuppe  fat  I  am 
to  drynke,  scil.  suffre  passion)  as  I  shalle ;  and'  thei  seide,  Possumus,'^ 
"We  mowe.  An(J  the  thirde,  jjat  seid',  "sothelyl  slow  him  with 
myn)  owne  hondys,"  fat  is  eue?y  synner,  fat  owif  to  graunte  f e 
sothe  in  confession),  for  the  entente  fat  the  Innoce?^t  soule  sholde 
not  be  slayne ;  &  f  enne  yf  he  do  so,  withe  oute  dowte  he  shal  not 
dye,  but  he  shalle  have  eue/"lastyng  lyfe.     Ad  quava.  ^'c. 

'  Possum,  MS. 

[Second  Version.     Addit.  MS.  9066.] 

and  there  he  nyghtec?  from  the  tyme  of  his  Conception)  vnto  his 
birthe.  IT  In  the  meane  tjTue  fougliteii)  ij.^  to-gedre,  that  is,  the 
flessh  and  the  spirite ;  but  the  flessh  slow  the  spirite,  whan  mankynd* 
synned'  ayenst  goddes  biddyng,  wherfore  he  was  folowed'  aboute  the 
chirche  yerd',  IT  That  is,  the  devels  wenten)  about,  and  so  prikkecJ 
and  stongeh),  that  all  mankynd'  shuld'  perissh.  The  other  knyght 
profered'  hym  self*  to  the  dethe  for  his  brother,  and  for  his  frend', 
that  is,  oure  lord'  Ihesu  crist,  whan  wilfully  he  seid'  to  the  lewes, 
"whom  seke  ye]  I  am  he."  Wherfore  thei  token)  hym,  and  led' 
hym  to  the  gibbette.  IT  The  seconct  knyght,  that  Avas  the  trew  frend', 
IF  By  this  second'  frend'  we  shuld'  vndirstond'  the  appostels  and 
martirs,  that  for  goddes  love  suff'red'  the  dethe  ;  IT  wherfore  crist  serth 
to  his  disciples,  IT  "  May  ye  drynk*  of  the  chalice  of  payn)  and 
passion)  that  I  shatt  drynki? "  thei  seid',  "  ye,  yf  we  raowe."  IT  The 
third?  man,  that  said',  "  in  trouthe  I  slow  the  man,"  is  every  synner, 
that  oweth  to  be  a-know  the  trouthe  in  confession).  So  that  the 
Innocent  be  not  slayn)  that  is  the  soule  and  yf  he  thus  be  a-know 
the  trouth  he  shall  have  everlastyng  loye. 

'  foughtene  ij.  foughtene,  MS. 
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[   XLVIII.    ] 

DOLFINUS  A  WISE  EMP^i?OUEE. 
(how  a  prophecy  was  fulfilled.) 

DOlfinus  was  an  Emperoztr  iu  the  citee  of  Eome ;  ])e  which, 
hadde  a  faire  dowter,  whom  he  nioche  lovid'.  so  iu)  a  cer- 
teyn  daye,  as  he  rode  by  a  forest  to  hunte,  he  was  a-sunderid« 
fro  aH;  his  men),  and?  hadde  vtterly  loste  hem) ;  and'  pereiov'  withe  a 
grete  hevinesse  he  Rode  by  him  selfe.  So  he  ^Eoode  by  a  certen) 
place,  &  he  cnocldd'  at  the  yate  ;  and'  a  noon)  fe  lorde  of  the  place 
openyd'  pe  yate,  and'  askid'  the  cause  of  his  cnockinge.  and'  he 
seide,  "it  is  nyght,  and'  fie;-efoi"*  I  praye  the,  for  the  love  of  god', 
that 2  I  may  be  loggid'  hex'  al  nyght;" — but  he  tolde  him  not  ])ut 
he  was  Emperoure.  }5enne  seide  that  othir,  "  I  am  forester  of  the 
Emperoures  in  this  forest,  and'  I  her*  the  cure  Ipereoi.  I  graunt  fe 
harborow,  &  venison)  y-now  her*  of  this  forest,"  The  Empe?-oure  was 
glad',  &  honestly  he  was  resseyvid'.  The  foresters  wyf  was  in  chylde- 
bed',  and'  shulde  that  same  nyght  brynge  a  childe  in  to  the  worlde. 
whenne  the  Emperoure  satte  at  sope?-,  pe  forster  honestly  seruid'  him  ; 
»  leaf  185,  col,  1.  ^  ande  that,  MS. 


D 
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[  XXIX.  ] 

Olphynus  reignecF  in  Eome,  that  had'  but  oo  doughtir,  that  was 
right  faire,  and  of  her  Eadir  mekeli  loved',  whan  he  went  ones 
tohunte,  a  chaunce  fiUe,  that  he  was  departed'  fro  his  folke,  that 
vtterly  he  wist  not  where  ne  to  what  place  to  ride  ;  but  he  was  raekeH 
desolate,  bicause  he  had'  lost  his  meyne,  and  rode  aboute^  alone. 
%  And  whan  he  had'  ridden)  aH  day,  and  nyght  come,  he  sawe  before 
hym  an  house,  to  the  whiche  he  rode  a  grete  pace,  and  whan  he 
come  to  the  yate,  he  knokkecJ.  anon)  as  the  lord'  of  the  house  herd' 
the  knokkyng,  he  vndid'  the  yate,  and  asked' 2  whi  he  knokked'? 
he  seid',  "  it  Is  nyght,  as  ye  se,  and  therfore  I  aske  harbrow,  for 
goddes  iove."  and  was  not  a-know  that  he  was  Emperour.  H  The 
other^  said',  "Frende,  I  am  the  Emperours  Forster,  that  dwelle  here, 
and  have  the  kepyng  of  this  Forest,  and  therfore  I  graunte  the 
harbrow,  and  I  shall  yeve  the  to*  ete  of  the  venyson)  of  this  Forest." 
5  The  Emperour  herd'  that,  and  was  glad',  and  entred',  and  was  worship- 
fully  resceived'.  H  The  Forsters  wjff  was  grete  with  child',  and  nere 
tlie  tyme  to  have<5  child',  whan  the  Empe?-our  was  sette  to  souper, 
'£>/«,         =*  asked  him,         nother.         ■"  for  to.         Meaf  41.         «hauea. 
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but  lie  knew  not  fjat^  he  was  Emperoiire,  &  his  lorde,  and'  the  Eni- 
■perour  dude  as  hit  hadde  not  ben  he.  And'  whenne  f  e  soper  Avas 
I-don),  the  Einp^roure  yede  to  bedde,  &  slept.  And  as  he  was  in  his 
slepe,  he  harde  a  voyse  sey  thris,  "  tak  !  tak  !  tak  ! "  and'  withe  that 
the  Empe/'oure  a-woke,  &  marvailed'  what  that  shulde  by-meene,  tak  ! 
tak  !  tak  ! — "  for  what  shulde  I  take  1 "  quod'  he.  and'  he  slepte 
a-yene,  and?  he  harde  a  voyse ^  sey  thris,  "3eld'  !  3eld? !  3eld' !"  -with 
that  he  awoke,  an(J  marvailid'  moi''  thaii)  enye  man)  may  trowe ;  & 
hevy  he  was,  and'  thou3te  what  that  shulde  be.  "  for  first,"  quod' 
he,  "  take,  anct  not  I  toke  ;  &  now  yelde,  &  what  shalle  I  yelde  1  I 
wot  not."  he  slepte  a-yene,  and'  a  voyse  come,  &  saide,  "  fle  !  fle  ! 
fle  !  for  this  nyte  in  this  hovse  a  childe  is  borne,  that  shalle  be  Em- 
pe?'our'  aftir  thi  dissesse."  whenne  pe  Empe?*OMr  a-woke,  he  was  not 
litle  mevid'  in  herte ;  and'  ther  for*  whenne  morow  come,  he  Eos,  ancJ 
caliid'  to  him  the  forste?-,  and?  saide,  "  Dei^  frend',  I  pray  the  telle  me 
sothe,  yf  thow  canne  telle  yf  eny  childe  wef  I-bor"  in  this  house  j^is 
ny3t  ]  god'  save  hit ! "  jjenne  the  Empe/'oure  badde,  that  the  childe 
'  i>at  that,  MS.  "  veyse,  MS. 
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the  Eorster  servetJ  hym  worshipfully,  and  yit  he  wist  not  *that  it^ 
was  his  lord'  the  Emperour ;  H  And  the  Emperom-  faynecf,  and  wold? 
no  thyng  shew  hym  of  his  persone.  whan  the  soupe?-  was  done,  a 
bedde  was  araied'.  the  Emperour  went  therto,  and  be-gan  to  slepe ; 
and  whan  he  was  in  his  first  slepe,  he  herd?  a  voice  seiyng  'thries 
thise^  wordes,  "Take!  take!  take!"  and  he  waked'  of  his  slepe, 
and  mervailed',  and  said'  with  in  hym  self,  "what  may  this  bel 
take !  take  !  take !  what  shaH  I  take  ? "  and  sone  aftir  he  fille  on 
slepe,  f  and  herd'  another^  voice  saiyng  tliries  thise*  wordes,  "  yeld' ! 
yeld' !  yeld' !  "  IT  he  waked'  of  his  slepe,  and  gretly  was  hevyed' ;  and 
seid?  with  in  hym  self*,  "  what  may  this  be  1  If  First  I  herd'  thi-ies, 
take  !  and  not  I  toke ;  and  now  thries,  yeld' ! "  and  efte  sones  he 
slept,  and  herd'  thries  thise  wordes,  "  fle !  fle  !  fle  !  for  this  nyght  is 
born)  a  child',  that  aftir  thi  disease  shaH  be  Empe;>-our."  H  The 
Empe?'our,  whan  he  herd'  this,  and  was^  wakened'  of  his  slepe,  he 
was  astonyed'  in  hym  self*,  he  a-rose^  erly,  and  called'  the  forster 
to  hym,  and  said',  "  Ereude,  I  pray  the,  telle  me  yf  thou  'know  yf^ 
any  child'  were  born)  thisnyghf?"  he  said',  "ye,  sir,  my  wyf  hnd' 
a  child'  tliis  nyght."     The  Empe?'Our  seid',  "  shew  me  the^  child'." 

■  he.  ="  thes  iij.  '  a.  *  tlies  iij.  *   Om. 

^  rose.  '  knowyst.  *  this. 
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sliulde  be  browte  afor*  him,  and'  that  he  my3te  se  hit.     And  whenne 
hit  was  afoi''  him,  the  Emperoure  lokid'  welle  in  his  face,  and  toke 
goode  hede  to  a  ce[r]teyn)  marke  that  was  in  his  visage ;  and  fenne 
he  saide  to  the  forstei'',  "  Dere  frende,  knowist  thow  not  me,  what  I 
ami"    "No,  sir,  no  thing,  for  I  saw  yow  neuer  or  nowe,  but  pou 
semist  a  gentilmau)."     "I  am,"  quod  he,  "fe  Emperoui',  thi  ^lorde, 
whom  thow  hast  harborowyd ;  and  I  thonk  the  muche  for  thi  goode 
cher*."     ))enne  fe  forster  fel  downe  to  his  fete,  and  askid  me?'cy,  yf 
fat  he  had  owte  offendid  him.     "  'Naj,"  quod  he,  "  drede  the  noute  ; 
but  I  wolle  have  this  childe,  that  thi  wyf  hathe  browte  forthe  this 
nyght,  to  norisshe  in  my  palys ;  and  ferefor*  to-morow  a-bowte  this 
tyme,  I  wolle  sende  messagers  for  him."     thenne  saide  the  forster, 
"  sir,  my  lord,  Jjat  is  not  semynge,  jjat  swiche  a  worthi  lorde  have  the 
childe  of  swiche  a  symple  sarvaunt  as  I  am,  for  to  norysshe.    Nafeles 
hit  shaH  be  don)  as  thow  wolt  have  hit ;  and  whenne  the  messagers 
comythe,  I  shal  take  the  childe  to  hem."     The  Emperowr  Eode  home 
to  his  palis;  &  he  callid  his  sarva2intes,  and  seide  to  hem,  "gothe 
swyftly  in  to  the  forest,  to  the  house  of  the  forster*,  for  fe?'  I  was 

'  leaf  185,  col.  2. 
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[And  so  he  dyd.  The  Emperour^]  whan  he  had  seen  the  child,  he 
saw  a  tokeu)  in  the  childes  face,  and  seid  to  the  Eorster,  "  knowest 
thou  what  I  am  1 "  "  nay,  sir,  for  I  saw  the  never  before  this  tyme, 
that  I  wote  of^ ;  but  thou  semest  a  gentileman."  IT  he  said,  "  I  am 
the  Emperour,  thi  lord,  that  thou  hast  this  nyghte  hosteled,  for  the 
whiche  I  thanke  the."  IT  The  Forster  herd  this,  and  fille  at^  his 
fete,  and  asked  mercy,  yf  he  had  in  any  thyng  offended  hym.  The 
Emperour  said,  "drede  the  not,  but  thi  sone,  fat  thi  wyf  brought 
forthe  this  nyght,  I  wille^  have  hym^  to  norissh;  and  to-morow,^  at 
this  houre,  I  shall  send  messangers  for  the  child."  H  The  Forster 
said  "  a !  sir,  it  is  not  semly,  that  suche  a  lord  shuld  norissh  the 
child  7  of  his  seruaunt.  never  the  lesse,  lord,  your  wille  be  fulfilled  j 
and  whan  the  messangers  come,  I  shaH;  take  to  hem  the  child." 
II  whan  this  was  seid,  the  Emperoui'  rode  to  his  paleys.  ^  and  whan 
he  come  8  to  his  paleys,  he  called  his  seruauntes,  and  said  'to  ^hem,!*' 
IF  Gothe  fast  to  the  forest,ii  in  the  whiche  my  forster  dwelleth,  in 

'  Supplied  from  C.         '   Om.         '  down  at.  "  wole.         *   Om. 

^  to-niorue.         ''  sone,         ®  come  home.         "  leaf  41,  back.         '"   Om. 

"  hous. 
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loggid?  al  nyglit ;  and?  takithe  of  him  the  litle  Infawnt,  that  his  wyf 
this  nyght  chylded?.  And?  I  charge  yow,  vp  peyne  of  dethe,  that  ye 
sle  hit  by  the  way,  ancJ  caste  his  body  to  the  houndes,  and'  bryngitfi 
his  herte  to  me ;  ancJ  but  ye  do  thus,  I-wis  ye  shulle  be  dede,  yf  that 
ye  abyde  in  my  Empii-e."  Sone  thei  tooke  ther  wey  toward?  the 
forster,  and  per  thei  Eesseyuid  the  childe ;  and?  wh[e]nne  thei  wer* 
in  the  wey  comyng  homeward,  thei^  seide  to  hem  selve,  "sirs,  it  is 
tyme  no  we  [to]  fulfille  the  wille  of  oure  lorde,  soil,  to  slee  this 
childe,  for  we  bepe  now  nye  home."  })ei  toke  that  childe,  &  wolde 
have  kyllid  hit ;  but  thenne  on)  of  hem),  beholding  the  gracious  fase 
of  the  childe,  he  was  mevid?  by  mercy,  and  saide,  "  A !  der*  felawes, 
hit  wer'  grete  synne  &  pe?-el  to  vs,  yf  that  we  slowe  this  childe,  jjat 
is  an  Innocent ;  and  J)e?'efore  I  shalle  teche  yowe  a  goode  counseiH. 
her*  by  Eynnithe  smale  litle  hogge*" ;  late  vs  slee  on)  of  hem, 
and  ber*  his  herte  to  the  Empe?"Oure,  oure  lorde,  &  we  shuUe  seye 
that  it  is  pe  harte  of  Ipe  childe."  "  )pat  is  a  gode  counseiH,"  quod* 
thei,  "  but  telle  vs  thenne  what  Ave  shuH  do  withe  the  childe." 
Jjenne  aunswerde  he,  "  we  shulle  lappe  him  weP  in  clothis,  and* 
'  the,  MS.  ^  leaf  185,  back,  col.  1. 
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whos  house  this  nyght  I  laye ;  and  taketh^  his  sone,  that^  his  wyf* 
this  nyght  had,  and  slee  hyni^  by  the  way,  vpon"*  payn)  of  dethe, 
and  cast  his  body  to  houndes,  and  brynge  with  you  his  hert ;  IF  and 
but  yf  ye  do  this,  I  shatt"  condempne^  you  to  the  most  foule^  dethe." 
thei  seid,  "  sir,  yoiu?  wille  shall  be  done."  ^  Anon)  thei  wenten)  to 
the  Forsters  house,  and  token)  the  child  of  hym,  and  ledde  it  witR, 
hem.  IT  And  said,'  whan  thei  were  passed,  betwixe  hem,  "  it  is 
tyme  that  we  fultille  the  Emperours  biddy ng,  for  to  sle  the  child, 
by  cause  we  are  nere  the  paleys."  II  Thei  toke  the  child,  and  wold 
slee  it.  one  of  the  messangers,  whan  he  had  seen  the  chiides  face, 
was^  stered  with  pite  ;  and  said  to  his  felawes,  "  0  !  frendes,  hereth* 
my  counsaile,  and  ye  shuH  not  for-thynke  it.  we  shaH  falle  in  grete 
synne  ayenst^"  god,  yf  we  slee  this  Innocent.  H  here  are  my^^  pigges ; 
slee  we  one  of  'the  pigges,^-  and  the  hert  of  it  'here  we^^  with  vs  to  the 
Empej'our,  and  we  shall  sey,  it  is  the  hert  of  the  lyteH  child ;  and 
lette  vs  not  shede  the  blood  of  the  child."  thei  seid,  "  this  is  a 
good  counsaile.     H  But  sey  vs,  what  we  shaH  do  with  the  child  ] " 

'  take.  '  the  which.         ^  the  child.         ^  on,         '  comaunde. 

^  foulest.  '  thei  seyden.  *  he  was.  ^  here.  '"  agayns. 

"  ben  ruauy.         '^  hem.         '^  we  shulle  bere. 
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putte  him  in  an  holow  tree,  and?  leve  him  Iper ;  and?  god?  shall  ordeyne 
for  him  wel  I-now."  Whenne  the  childe  was  lappid?  in  clothis,  J)ey 
putte  him  in  the  hole  in  a  tree,  and'  lete  him  lye  ;  and'  thenne  thei 
yede,  and'  slowhe  a  yonge  pigge,  and'  drow  cute  his  herte,  and'  browte 
hit  home  to  the  Emperoure ;  and'  come  to  him)  \ier  withe  as  he  was 
at  fe  mete.  And'  when)  the  Empe^mxr  saw  hem,  he  saide,  "  have  ye 
fulfillid'  my  comazaidment  ?"  "ye,  lorde,"  quod'  they;  "&  this  is^ 
to  token) ; "  &  shewid'  the  hart  of  the  pigge.  J)enne  the  Empe?-our, 
trowing  that  it  wer'  the  herte  of  the  childe,  he  caste  hit  into  the  fii-', 
&  saide,  "  lo  !  wher*  the  harte  is  of  him  that  shulde  have  Regnid' 
aftir  me ;  and?  swiche  he])e  dremis  ! "  in  that  o])ere  day,  aftir  jiat 
the  childe  was  putte  in  to  the  tree,  an  Erie  come  Ridinge  by  the 
forest ;  and'  as  his  houndis  Ronne  aftir  an  hynde,  &  come  by  the 
tree  where  as  the  chylde  was,  Jjei  felt  a  savom''  of  the  childe ;  and' 
])er  they  stynte,  &  wolle  Rinne  no  forjjer,  in  so  muche  that  the  kny3t 
hadde  ]>ereoi  grete  marvayle  &  Gret  wonder ;  and?  smote  the  hors 
withe  sporis,  &  lokid'  into  the  tree,  and'  fere  he  sawe  lie  a  faire 

'  thisy,  MS. 
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he  said',  "lappe^  it  in 2  clothes,  and  put  it  in  some  tree  that  is  holow, 
and  there  we  shuH  leve  it.^  and  god,  that  no  man  may  desceive, 
happely  shalle  delyuer  the  child'  fro  dethe,  and  save  it."  thei  did' 
aftir  his  counsaile.  the  child'  was  lapped'  in  clothes,  and  was*  putte 
in  a  hole  of  a  tree.  Than  thei  slowen)  the^  pigge,  and  drew  out  the 
hart,  and  bare  it  with  hem  to  the  Emperour ;  and  found'  hym  at'' 
mete.  IT  The  Emperour  said'  'to  hem,^  "have  ye  fulfilled'  my 
biddyng]"  thei  seid',  "yee,  sir,  we  have  slayn)  the  child',  and  here 
is  his  hert."  and  shewed'  hym  the  pigges  hert.  and  he  leved'  it  was 
the  hert  of  the  child',  and  anon)  'cast  the  liert^  into  the  fire,  ^  Seiyng, 
"  se  the  hert  of  hym  )jat  shuld'  reigne  aftir  me  !  Behold',"  he  said', 
"  what  dremes  ar,  nought  but  vanyte  and  vayn) ! "  IT  The  second? 
day  aftir  ])at^  the  child'  was  put  in  the  tree,  an  Erie  went  to  hunte 
in'thatio  g^me  forest,  whan  the  houndes  ranne  aftir  an  hynd',  thei 
come  by  the  tree  in  the  which  the  child'  was,  'and  feled'^i  the  savour 
of  the  child',  and  wold'  no  ferther  rynne.  ^  The  Erie  sawe  that,  and 
mervailed'  gretly.^^  he  smote  the  horse  with  the  sporres,  and  come 
to  the  tree,  aud^^  loked'  i^m  atte^^  hole,  and  founde  the  childe;  and 

'  Kepe.         *  in  the.         '  hym.         "   Odi.         ^  a.         ^  at  the. 

T  Om.         *  he  cast  it.         »  On.         '"  the.         "  thei  felted.         '=  Om. 
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Sonne,  of  wliom)  he  was  hiliche  gladde  in  his  herte.  &  toke  him)  vp 
in  his  armes  &  bare  him  home  to  his  castelle ;  and?  saide  to  the 
countesse,  his  wyfe,  "  loo  !  dame,  I  have  goode  tithinges  to  telle  the. 
Jjorow  chavnse  I  have  founds  a  faire  childe  in  a  forest,  &  J)o\v  haddist 
neue?*  childe ;  fejme  fe  now  as  thowe  Jjon  were  withe  childe,  and* 
thenne  thowe  shalt  seye,  that  thow  hast  browte  forthe  a  childe." 
"  Ser,"  quod'  she,  "  I  assent."  so  withe  in  shorte  tyme  tiding  was 
ouer  all  pe  contree,  that  the  countes  hadde  a  childe  ;  and'  Jjerefor*  was 
grete  loye  makycJ.  the  childe  throfe,  &  wel  was  lovid'  of  al  men). 
\)er  fille  a  cas  withe  in  xiiij.*^  yer*  aftirwarde ;  the  Emperowr  made  a 
generaH  feste,  to  the  whiche  pe  Erie  was  I-bede  in  special!.  &  when 
he  come,  he  browte  the  chylde  wit[h]  him,  the  whiche  was  at  that 
tyme  a  faire  yonge  squiere;  and'  at  mete  he  seniid'  the  Erie,  and' 
gentUmanl}'  stode  afore  him.  J?e  Empe?*0Mr  by-helde  this  j'^onge  man), 
and'  perseyvid'  the  token)  in  his  fronte,  that  he  sawe  in  the  house  of 
the  forster;  and'  thenne  with  a  grete  mevinge  in  herte  he  saide  to 
the  Erie,  *'  sir,  whos  sone  is  this,  that  stondithe  a-for"  the  1 "  "  sir," 
^he  saide,  "it  is  my  sone."     "Tel  me  sof)e,"  quod'  the  Emp(??-OMr, 

■  leaf  185,  back,  col.  2. 
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was  right  glacf,  and^  toke  it  in  his  armes,  and  ledde  it  to  his  Castelf, 
and  said'  to  the  countesse,  his  wyf*,  H  "I  shaH  telle  you  good' 
tyuynges.2  I  have  founden)  to-day ^  merveUlously  a  fuire  child',  in 
an  hole  of  a  tree ;  and''  I  gate  never  yit^  a  childe,  ne*^  thou  never 
conseivedf  none.  Faj'ne  the  therfore  grete  with  childe,  and  sey,  that 
thou  bare  the''  childe."  "Sir,"  she  said',  "  thi  wille  shali  be  ful- 
filled'."^ II  Wherfore  comon)  voice  was  in^  the  countre,  that  the 
Countesse  had'  brought  forthe  a  faire  child' ;  wherfore  there  was  grete 
ioye.  H  The  child'  vrexed',!*'  and  loved'  was  of  aH,  and  namly  of  the 
Erie  and  of  the  countesse.  ^  whan  xvj.  yeare  was  passed',  "it  fille 
that'^  the  Empe?'o?<7'  made  a  grete  fest,  to  the  Avhiche  the  Erie  was 
called',  and  come  atte  i-  day  to  the  fest,  and  ledde  the  child'  "with 
hyiu^^  j  the  whiche  was  that  tyme  a  faire  Squj^er,  and  stode  atte^* 
borde  before  the  Erie,  'and  served'  hym^^  curtesly.  H  The  Empcroure 
loked'  enterly  on  the  childe,  and  saAve  m  his  forhede  the  token)  that 
he  sawe  in  the  Forsters  house ;  wherfore  he  was  anon)  stered'  in  hyiu 
self,  and  said'  to  the  Erie,  "  Whos  sone  is  this?"  he  said',  "sir,  it  i.s 

'  he.         ^  thynges.         ^   Om.         '   Om.         ^   Om.         '^  nor. 

'  this.  «  done.  '^  in  alle.  '"  wax.  "   Om.         '=  at  the. 
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"  by  the  feythe  thow  owist  to  me."  j)eime  fe  Erie  saw  that  he 
myght  not  escape  hit,  he  tolde  how  that  he  mette  withe  the  childe  in 
a  tree.  And?  whenne  [the]  Emperoure  harde  that,  he  callid'  his 
servauntis  to  him,  in  a  grete  woodnesse, — pe  which  sarvauntes  he 
had'  sent  afor",  for  to  kille  fc/t  child'.  And'  they  come  a-fore  him ; 
and'  whenne  they  wer*  I-come,  the  Emperoure  made  hem  to  swer* 
what  thei  dud'  with  the  childe ;  and'  thenne  they  seyde,  "  lorde,  we 
put  vs  in  youre  grace,  for  sothely  very  pitee  mevid'  vs  to  save  him,  bi 
cause  that  he  was  an  Innocent ;  and'  so  we  slowe  a  pigge,  and'  browte 
the  herte  Jier  of  a-for*  yowe."  whenne  the  Emperoure  knew  the 
bare  sothe,  he  saide  to  the  Erie,  "  sir  erle,  this  yonge  man)  shalle 
abide  her*  at  home  withe  me."  "  Sir,"  quod'  the  Erie,  "  hit  shalle  be 
at  youre  owne  wille."  And'  whenne  the  grete  fest  was  Endid?,  fe 
childe  a-bode  stille  with  the  Emperowr.  And'  in  al  this  tyme  the 
Emperesse  dwellid'  with  hir  dowter,  a  grete  weye  from)  thens.  In  a 
day  jjis  Emperoure  clepid'  to  him  this  yonge  man),  and  seide  to  him, 
"  thow  most  bei^  my  letteris  to  swich  a  casteH,  to  the  lady  my 
empresse."     "  Sir,"  quod'  he,  "I  am  Eedy  to  obeys  vnto  youre  wille 
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my  sone."  IT  The  Emperour  said',  "by  the  faithe  that  thou  hast 
made  to  me,  telle  me  the  trouthe."  The  Erie  sawe  he  myght  not 
scape,  and  told'  hym  aH  how  he  found'  the  e^iild'  in  a  hole  of  a  tree. 
IT  whan  the  Emperour  herd'  this,  he  called'  his  servauntis,  as  he  hacJ 
ben)  wode,  the  whiche  he  sent  to  sle  the  child' ;  and  thei  come  before 
hym.  II  Than^  the  Emperour  constrayned'  hem  by  an  othe,  that 
thei  shidd'  sey  the  trouthe,  what  thei  didderi)  with  the  child'.  Thei 
said',  "  sir,  we  put  vs  in  your  grace,  for  pite  stered'  vs  that  we  shukB 
not  sle  the  Innocente,  but  put  hym  in  an  hole  of  a  tree,  what  fille 
of  hym  afterward'  Ve  wote  not,^  but  wq  slow  a  pigge  in  the^  stede 
of  a^  child',  and  yaf^  to  you  the  herjt."  IT  whan  the  Emperour  hacP 
herd'  the  trouthe,  prively  he  said'*  to  the  Erie,  "  Frend',  this  child' 
shaH  abide  with  me."  "Sir,"  he  said',  "thi^  wille  be  fultilled'." 
and  whan  the  fest  was  done,  aH  the  gestes  went  home,  and  the  child' 
k'lt  with  the  Emperour  alone,  and  that  tyme  the  'Emperesse  Avith 
her'^  doughtir  was  in  ferre  countre.^  IT  The  Emperour  called'  to  hym 
the  child',  and  said'  to  hym,  "Frend',  thou  must  go  to  the  Empresse 
with  my  lettres."     he  said',  "sir,  I  am  redy  for  to  obeye  to^  your* 


Om.         *  kan  we  not  telle. 

'   Om. 

*  the.         *  toke. 

*  your.         ''  Emperours. 

'  centres. 

*  to  go  at. 
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in  al  poyntes."  scone  the  Emperoure  made  letteres,  to  send'  to  the 
Emperesse,  in  the  whiche  letteres  he  chargid  hir,  vndir  a  grete 
peyne,  that  she  shulde,  a£fte/-  that  she  hadde  sen)  the  letteyes,  make 
that  yongt  childe  to  be  drawe  wM  hors,  and  aftir  to  be  hongid  in 
the  lebet.  he  yaf  the  letters  to  the  yonge  childe,  &  badde  hini 
spede  him  welle  by  the  weye,  that  he  wer*  ther".  And  the  child  toke 
the  letters,  &  made  him  Eedy,  &  yede.  And  whenne  he  hadde 
labouxid'i  iij.  or  iiij.  dayes,  hit  happid  that  he  travaylid  late  in  a 
nyght ;  and  he  come  to  the  castelle  of  a  kny^t,  and  Ipere  he  askid 
herborowe,  &  the  knijt  grauntid  him.  whenne  the  chQde  was  coume 
in  to  the  halle,  for  gret  werynesse  he  felle  on)  slope  on)  the  benche  ; 
and  whenne  the  kny^t  saw  him  slepe,  he  lokid  a-bowte  him,  &  sawe 
a  boxe  be-hynde  him ;  and  thenne  he  openid  hit,  &  sawe  ferein 
letters  selid  withe  the  sinet  of  ]?e  Emperoure.  And  he  was  hilie 
temptid  in  herte  for  to  loke  the  tenoui'  of  the  letteris,  and  dude  hit 
sotelye  in  dede ;  and  whenne  [he]  had  Eedde  J)e  le^^eres,  he  fond 
how  that  hit  was  comaundid,  in  ^  peyne  of  shamefulle  depe,  fat  the 
Emperesse  shulde  putte  that  childe  vnto  the  dethe.  and  thenne  he 
'  labovuride,  MS.  ^  leaf  186,  col.  1. 
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wille  in  all  thyng."  IF  Anon)  Hhe  Emperour  did  write  lettres  to 
the  Empresse,  that  assone^  as  she  had  seen  the  lettres,  on  payn)  of 
dethe  she  shold  draw  the  child  atte^  horse- taile,  and  after  that,  hange 
hym  on  the  galouse  ;  and  but  yf  this  were  done,  he  shuld  condempne 
her  to  the  most  foule*  dethe.  H  And  whan  the  lettres  were  made 
and  sealed,  he  toke  hem  to  the  child,  and  said,  "  spede-^  the  fast, 
that  thou  were  there."  the  child  toke  the  lettres,  and  put  hem  in  a 
boxe,  and  wente  his  way  a  grete  pace.  II  And  whan  he  had  gone  ij. 
daies  or  three,  at  even  he  come  to  a  CasteH  of  a  knyght,  and  asked' 
hosteH  mekely  of  the  knyght.  he^  sawe  the  child  was  semly,  and 
graunted  hym  hosteH.  IF  The  childe  was  wery,  and  laied  hym 
downe  anon)  on  a  benche,  'and  rested""  hym,  and  slept.  IF  The 
knyght,  whan  he  sawe  the  child  slepe,  he  sawe  behynd  hym  a  boxe, 
the  whiche  he  opened,  and  found  the  lettres  of  the  Emperour,  sealed 
with  his  scale  ;  wherfor  he  was  gretly  tempted  for  to  open  the  lettres, 
and  so  he  did  'fuH  softly »  ;  IF  And  whan  he  had  redde  the  lettres,  he 
found  that  the  Empresse^  on  payn)  of  dethe,  shuld  put  the  chihl'  to 

'  leaf  42,  back.         *  also  .sone.         ^  at  the.         "  foulest. 
*  Syr,  spede.  ^  The  knyght.  ''  to  rest.  *  eotelly. 
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sorowed'  in  liis  lierte,  And?  saide,  "  this  is  a  grete  synne  to  hem,  to  sle 
swiche  a  i'aire  childe.  Xay,"  quod'  he,  *'  this  may  not  be,  for  shame." 
and'  pereiov'  he  wrote  ojjer  leUeres,  in  thes  wordes,  "Dame,  I  charge 
the,  in  peyne  of  dethe,  pat  \)o\i  yeve  owr*  dowter  to  this  childe,  and' 
lete  him  wedde  hir  as  sone  as  he  comythe,  witheout  lenger  delaye ; 
and'  what  tyme  that  the  solempnite  of  the  matrimonye  is  made, 
holdithe  him  with  yow,  &  dothe  him  almaner  worshipe ;  and'  late 
him  hulde  my  stede,  til  I  come  to  yow."  whenne  this  was  wretin), 
the  kny^t  with  his  sotilte  solid'  hit  withe  the  same  sele,  &  put  hit 
itito  the  box,  Soone  aftir  the  childe  awoke,  &  the  kny3t  made  him 
al  the  solase  and'  comforte  that  he  coude  make,  &  lete  him  goo. 
And  in  the  thirdde  day  aftir,  he  come  to  the  Empe?'esse,  &  Salvid' 
liir  worslji[p]fully  ^  in  the  name  of  the  Empe?-oure ;  &  yafe  to  hir  the 
lette/'es.  whenne  the  Emperesse  had'  Eedde  the  letteres,  She  seute 
abovte  messageris,  for  to  calle  to  the  bridale  of  hir  dowter  alle  maner 
peple,  mor*  &  lesse.  &  whenne  the  day  was  I-come,  the  yonge  man) 
weddid'  the  damseH,  &  heilde  the  stede  of  the  Emperoure  wel  and' 

'  worshifiilly,  MS. 
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dethe.  the  knyght  made  sorow,^  and  seir?  with  in  hym  self,  "  Alias  ! 
tl-iis  were  a  grete  synne,  to  do  so  semly  a  child'  to  the  dethe  !  it 
shaH  not  be  so."  and^  anon)  he  did'  away  the  scripture,  and  wrote 
the  lettre  in  thise  wordes,  H  "  On  payn)  of  dethe  I  bid'  the,  that  tliou 
take  the  child',  and  resceive  hym  that  bryngeth  the  lettres,  and  anon) 
with  out  delaye  yeve  our  dough tir  to  hym,  to  be^  his  wyf,  with 
grete  solempnyte ;  and  whan  the  weddyng  is  done,  have  hym  in 
Avorshippe,  as  our  sooe,  in  aH  maner,  and  that  he  kepe  my  place, 
vnto  I  come  to  you."  ^  And  whan  he  had'  'done  thus,^  fuH  softly^ 
he  closed'*^  the  lettres,'''  and  put  it  in  the  boxe  agayn).  ^  Sone  aftir 
tliis,  tlie^  child'  waked',^  and^*^  the  knyght  'that  nyght^i  made  hym 
grete  chere.  and  the  fourthe  day  atte?-  he  come  to  the  Empresse 
with  the  lettres ;  and  whan  she  had'  redde  the  lettres,  IT  anon)  she 
sent  out  'the  messangers'^  in  euery  partie,  for  'to  pray  ^^  grete  and 
sraale,  that  thei  shuld  be  redy  at  a^*  certayn)  day,  to  be  at  weddyng 
of  her  doughtir.  and  so  it  was  done.  H  whan  the  day  was  come  of 
the  weddyng,  the  child'  wedded'  the  doughtir  of  the  Empe?-our  with 
grete  solempnyte,  and  held'  the  place  of  the  Emperour,  as  the  lettre 

'  a  grete  sorow.         ^  Om.         ^   Om.         *  wryten  tlies.         *  sotely. 

«  selyci.  ■'  lettre.  "  Om.  ^  wakenyd.  '"   Om.  "   Om. 

'^  a  messaugere,         ''  Om,         '^   Om 
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■\visly,  that  lie  was  hiliche  lovid,  and?  worsliipid'  of  al  maner  of  peple. 
Aftinvarde  the  Empe/'oure  shulde  come  to  the  lady  the  Empe/-esse  ; 
a  .d'  the  lady  come  withe  alle  hir  meyne,  and'  mette  him  as  hir  owte 
to  doo.  &  whenne  the  Empe/'oure  sawe  the  Empe?'esse  come,  and? 
lad'  as  a  lady  shulde  be  wiih  \q  arme  of  the  childe,  he  wonderid.', 
and'  wext  wrothe ;  and!  saide  to  hii-',  "  thow  wickid?  womau),  whi 
haste  thow  not  do  my  precepte  1  )jow  shalte  dye  therfoi-'."  "  sothely," 
quod?  [s]he,  "  alle  Jj«t  fowe  badde  me  doo,  is  now  fuLfillid'  in  dede." 
"  I  sey  thowe  lyes  in  thin  hede/'  quod'  he ;  "  for  I  chargeid'  the,  that 
Jjou  sholdest  do  that  boye  to  an  orible  dethe."  "  A  !  sir,  save  youre 
Reuerens,  ye  wrote  to  me,  that  I  sholde  yeve  him  your'  doutey,  vp 
peyne  of  dethe ;  and'  loo  !  her*  is  youi''  leftte."  whenne  the  Empe^•o^ir 
hadde  sene  the^  lette?'is,  and'  sawe  wretyn)  Eight  as  Jie  Emperes  saide, 
he  mervailid',  &  saide,  "  but  whejje?',  hathe  he  weddid'  my  dowter,  or 
no?"  "  yis,"  quod'  she,  "and'  ^jjat  Wi't/i  grete  solempuite;  and'  I 
trow  that  youre  dowter  be  wj"t/i  childe."  and'  fenne  saide  he,  "0  ! 
lord'  god',  it  is  a  lewde  thinge  for  to  stonde  ayenst  the,  or  thin 
'  your,  MS.  ^  leaf  186,  col.  2. 
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wold',  and  the  child'  bare^  hym  right  wisely  in  ali  thyng,  and  he 
was  moche  loved'  and  worshipped'  of  aH  the  peple.  ^  It  felle  ^  "sone 
aftir,-*  that  the  Empe?'our  come  to  countre.*  whan  the  Empresse 
herd'  that,  anon)  she  Avent  agayn)  the  Emperour,  with  her  doughtirs 
husbond',  and  with  other  multitude  of  peple.  IT  whan  the  Emperour 
s  iwe  the  child'  lede  the  Empresse,  he  was  stered'  in  hym  self*,  and 
.seid',  ^[  "  0  !  thou  wikked'  woman,  whi  hast  thou  not  f  ullilled'  my 
biddyng?  thou  shalt  be  dede."  II  "Sir,"  she  said',  "forsothe  I 
have  fulfilled'  'aH  that  ye  bade  me."^  he  said',  "  thou  liest.  I  wrote 
to  the  lettres,  that  thou  shuldest  put  hym  to  'a  piteous^  dethe." 
She  said',  "sir,  save  youre  ^grace  and'^  reuerence,  ye  wrote  to  me  that 
I  shuld'  yeve  your  doughtir  to  hym,  to  be  his  wyf*,  and  that  ye  bad', 
vpon^  piiyn)  of  dethe.  Se  youre  lettres."  H  The  EmjDerour,  whan 
he  'had'  redde^  the  lettres,  'and  had'  founde^**  as  the  Empresse  said', 
he  mervailed',  and  said',  "hast  thou  yeven  our  doughtir  to  his^^  wyf  ]" 
She  said',  "ye,  sir,  a  goode  while  a-go,  'with  moche  solempnyte^- ; 
and,  as  I  trow,  youre  doughtir  is  Avitfi  child'."  H  Than  said'  the 
Empeyour,  "0  !  lord'  Ihesu,  it  is  a  grete  folye  to  ^man  to  wynce^^ 

'  had.         '■'  leaf  43,         ^  on  a  tyme.         *  the  cuntre.  ^  your  wylle, 

*  the  asperitous.         '^   Om.         *  on.         "  rad.  '"  he  fond  it. 

"  hym  to.  '^    Om.  "  wyrche. 
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ordinaunce  ! "  And'  thenne  he  saide,  "Fiat  voluntas  tua,  lorde,  tlii 
wille  be  fulfillidM "  and'  tlie  Emperoure  kiste  him;  &  afth-  his 
dicesse,  he  was  made  Emperoure,  and'  faire  he  Endict  his  lyfe. 


MORALITEB. 


DEre  Frendis,  jjis  Emperoure  may  wel  be  callitJ  herod',  or  a 
synner  that  walkith  by  him  selfe,  sc«7.  w/t/ioute  ony  vertu,  til 
tyme  that  he  come  to  the  house  of  the  Forster,  sell,  of 
holy  chirche,  fe  whiche  is  the  house  of  god'.  ISTow  J?e  Emperoure 
wolde  have  slayne  the  chylde,  sell,  heroude  wolde  have  slayne 
Criste,  fat  tyme  that  he  spirid'  of  the  kynges  of  Criste,  feynyng  that 
he  wolde  have  come,  &  have  I-worshipid'  him.  J5e  forster  was  losep, 
that  kepte  him.  but  whenne  the  messager  come,  sc^7.  ))e  iij.  kynge6% 
fei  slowe  him  not,  but  wit/i  bowinge  knees  fey  worshipid'  him,  & 
lefte  him  in)  the  tree  of  his  godhede  to  be  kepte ;  but  thenne  aftir 
come  an  Erie,  scil.  the  holye  gost,  &  he  bai^  a-wey  the  childe,  &cil. 
whenne  he  warnid'  losepe  to  flee  in  to  Egipte. 
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agayn)  thi  wille.  'Therfor  sithen)i  it  is  so,  thi  wille  be  done  ! "  and 
kissed'  the  child' ;  and  aftir  his  dissease  the  child  was  made  Emperour, 
and'  wisely  governed'  liym,  and  ended  his  lyf  in  pease. 

H  Declaracio.  Frendes,  this  Emperour  may  be  said'  herode,  tne 
kyng,  or  els  a  synner,  that  gotlie  alone,  that  is  with  out  vertu  tille 
he  come  to  the  house  of  the  Forster,  that  is,  holy  chirche,  whiche  is 
the  house  of  god',  and  herode  wold'  have  slayn)  the  child'  Ihesu,  and 
sent  messangers  forto  seke  the  child',  after  that  he  had'  spered'  of  the 
kynges,  seiyng  falsely,  that  I  may  come  and  worship^^e  hym  in  the 
forest.  IT  The  forster  ^  was  loseph,  that  was  keper  of  marie,  but 
Avhan  the  messangers  come,  that  were  the  kynges,  thei  slow  not  the 
child',  but  kneled'  to  hym,  and  worshipiDed'  hym;  and  in  the  tree  of 
divynyte  thei  left  hym.  II  But  whan  the  Erie  come,  that  is,  the 
holy  gost,  he  toke  the  child',  whan  loseph  was  monysshed'  and 
biddeii)  by  the  aungeH,  that  he  shuld'  flee  into  Egipte.  or  els  it  may 
be  reduced'  on  a  nother  maner.     H  By  this  Emperour  I  vndirstond? 

'  and  therfor  syn,  ^  forest,  MS. 
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By  the  Emperonre  I  vndirstonde  a  synne?*,  that  goj^e  in  the 
forest  of  this  worlde,  sechiug  vanitees,  til  tyme  he  that  he 
come  to  holy  chirche,  wher  that  he  is  goodly  recevid'  by  the 
prelat,  yf  that  he  wolle  stonde  to  the  maundementes  of  holy  chirche. 
But  manye  of  vs  slepithe  in  holy  chirche,  as  ofte  as  we  dothe  not  the 
vij.  [werkes]  of  me?*cy ;  but  fey  drede,  as  Jje  Eiupero;<r  dude,  for  the 
voys  that  he  harde ;  of  the  whiche  voys  hooly  scrypture  spekithe 
thus,  Accipe/  Accipe /  ^Accipe^!  Take!  take!  take!  by  the  first 
take  vndirstondith  pe  benefetes  of  gocJ,  scil.  whenne  he  yaf  the  a 
soule  made  to  his  owne  likenesse ;  by  the  Secounde  take  vndirstonde 
grace  of  withestondynge  of  nojTige  fynges ;  &  by  the  iij.  tak  vndir- 
stonde Jje  Sonne  of  god',  that  dide  for  the  on)  cros.  Also  holy 
scripture  seithe,  Redde !  Redde !  Redde  !  fis  is  to  seye,  yeld'  the  ! 
yeld'  the !  yelde  the  !  by  the  first  yelde  fow  most  vndu^stonde  to 
yelde  thi  dette,  sci?.  a  clene  soule,  as  god  yaf  hit  to  the,  aftir 
Avasshynge  of  the  baptime ;  by  the  secounde  yelde  vndirstond' 
yeldyng  of  contrucion),  confession),  &  satisfacc/on) ;  by  the  thirde 
yelde  vndirstonde  yeldyng  euere  a  clene  soide  to  god',  withe  al  thi^ 
powef.  Also  hooly  scripture  seithe,  Fuge  !  Fuge  !  Fuge  !  jjis  is  to 
'  leaf  186,  back,  col.  1.  *  accipite,  MS.  *  this,  MS. 
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a  synfuH  man,  that  walketh  in  the  Forest  of  this  world'  sekyng 
vanytees,  tille  he  come  to  the  house  of  holy  chirche,  w^her  he  is 
resceived'  benyngnely  of  the  prelate,  yf  he  wille  stand'  to  the  biddyng 
of  holy  chirche.  but  many  in  goddes  chirche  slepen),  as  ofte  as  thei 
purchace  not  good'  werkes  ;  ^And  therfore  thei  owe  to  drede,  for  the 
voices  that  were  herd' ;  of  the  whiche  speketh  holy  writte,  saiyng 
thries,^  Take  !  H  By  the  first  take  thou  shalt  vndirstoncB  the  benefice 
of  god',  that  is,  Avhan  god  toke  to  the  a  soule  made  to  his  likenesse. 
IT  By  the  second'  take  thou  shalt  vndirstond'  the  Sone  of  the  Fadir 
almyghty,  that  was  born)  of  marie  the  virgyn).  %  By  the  third'  take 
thou  shalt  vndirstond'  the  same  Sone  of  god,  that  he  diedl  for  the  on 
the  crosse.  IT  And  by  the  first  yeld'  thou  shalt  vndirstond",  that 
thou  yeld'  thi  dette  to  god',  that  is,  thi  soule,  as  clene  as  thou  toke  it 
of  hym  aftir  thy  baptyme.  H  By  the  seconc^  yehl?  thou  shalt  vndir- 
stond', that  we  owe  to  yeld'  to  gocU  every  day  worshippe  and  love. 
H  By  the  thhd'  yeld'  ye  shuH;  vndirstond',  that  we  owe  to  yeld'  to 
'  leaf  43,  back.  '  Kyng,  MS, 
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sey,  fle  !  fle  !  fle  !  by  the  furst  fle  we  mot  vadirstonde  to  flee  the 
woiide,  fur  alle  is  sette  in  wickidnesse ;  by  the  secounde  flee  we  mot 
vndirstonde  to  fle  al  synnys,  for  drede  of  peyne,  &  for  presaunce  of 
god' ;  by  the  third'  fle  vndirstonde  euer  to  flee  &  eschew  peyne,  fiat 
we  owe  to  have,  &  to  do  meritorye  werkis.  The  first  voyse  shaH  be 
in  the  day  of  dome;  for  hit  shalle  be  saide  to  the,  "  I  yeve  to  the 
day,  for  to  wake  ynne ;  and'  I  yeve  to  the  nyght,  fur  to  Eeste  the 
in."  The  yerjje  shaH  sey  a-yenest  jje  synneres,  "  I  ber*  j^e  ;  I  norisshe 
the  ;  I  fede  the  ;  I  clojje  the  ;  I  gladde  the  ;  and'  withe  diuerse  kynde 
of  bestes  I  fille  thi  borde."  The  water  shalle  seye  ayenste  him,  "  I 
clanse  alle  J)i  filfiis  ;  I  brynge  forjie  diuerse  kynde  of  Fishis  for  thi 
sustentacioun)."  The  ayi-*  shalle  speke,  &  saye,  "I  yeve  to  the  thi 
lyfe  ;  and'  send'  to  the  the  blastes ;  ancf  diuerse  kyndis  of  briddes 
to  thi  nede."  And'  thus  shalle  the  voyse  thretin)  him,  &  Eepreve 
him.  And'  the  worlde  shalle  seye,  "  lo  !  ho  we  he  lovid'  the,  that 
made  me  for  the,  Sc  not  for  the  but^  for  him  selfe ;  take  benignite, 
yeld'  charite."  The  fyr  shalle  seye,  "  Of  me  ]?ou  haddist  grete  solace 
&  helpe ;  and'  but  pow  servy  wel  thi  maker,  of  me  pou  shalt  be 
brent."     Water  shal  seye,  "  I  yaf  to  the  drynke,  and'  Eefressheynge 

'  l.evte,  MS. 
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hym  contricion)  and  satisfaccion).  IT  By  the  first  fle  thou  shalt 
vndiislond'  the  payn)  that  we  owe  to  fle  and  ascape,  by  meritorie 
werkes.  the  first  voice  agayii)  the  synner,  in  the  day  of  dome,  is 
heven),  that  seith,  "I  yeve  the  lyf,  and  light  o  day,  that  thou  wake, 
derknesse  of  nyght,  forto  rest ;  I  chaunge  to  the  tymes,  to  do  away 
the  variynges  "  H  The  erthe  seith  agayn)  the  synner,  '*  I  here  the,  I 
iiorissh  the,  I  fede  the;  I  glade  the  with  wyne,  and  I  fullille  thi 
bord'  with  dyuerse  bestes  and  foules."  ^  The  watir  saith  agayn)  the 
synner,  "  I  yeve  the  drynk*,  I  wassh  aAvay  thi  filthe,  and  I  mynystre 
to  the  dyuerse  maner  of  fisshes  to  thi  vse."  ^  The  ayer  saith  agayn) 
the  synner,  "I  yeve  the  lyvely  brethe,  and  norissh  to  the  aH  maner 
of  foules  and  briddes,  for  to  serve  the."  %  And  the  voice  of 
monysshyng  is  this,  wlian  the  world'  seith,  "  Se,  man,  how  he^  loved' 
the,  that  for  the  made  me,  and  I  serve  the,  for  I  am  made  fOr  the, 
that  thou  shuldest  serve  hym  that  made  the,  and  me  not  for  the,  but 
for  hym  ;  take  the  benygnyte,  and  yeld'  charite."  H  The  voice  of 
the  thretyng  is,  whan  fire  seith,  "  thou  hast  take  solace  of  me  agayn 
cold',  and  mete  thou  hast  resceived'  by  me ;  and  but  thou  serve  thi 

'  I,  MS. 
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a-yenste  tliin  hete ;  and'  but  pan  serve  Avel  pj  creatiir",  of  me  puu. 

slialte  be   draynte."     And'  belle  sballe  sey,  "  of  me^  jjow  slialt   be 

swolowed."     but  the  wrecche,  wheii)  be  beritbe  aH;  thes  voys  in  bis 

berte,  wolle^  3  not  amende  bis  lyf,  &  wol  but,  in  al  that  be  may,  sle 

tbe  childe,  by  costome  of  synfulle  Averkes.     But  tbe   knygbt,  tbat 

openitbe  tbe  lette;'is,   butbe  they  that  wri tithe  pe  vij.   werkes   of 

mercye  to  holy  cbircbe,  that  the  dowter,  sell,  fie  soule,  y-wassbe  by 

confession),  be  yeveu)  in  matrimonye  to  the  childe  Criste,  Jje  wbicbe 

he  desirithe  eue/mor"  to  wedde;  &  so  he  ledith  [her  to]  the  Empire^ 

of  hevene,  &c. 

'  of  me  of  me,  MS.         '  &  wolle,  MS.         ^  leaf  186,  back,  col.  2. 

"•  Emp^roure,  MS. 

\^Seco7id  Version.     Addit.  MS.  9066.] 

maker,  I  shall  brenne  the."  11  The  erthe  seith,  "  thou  hast  take  thi 
body  of  me,  and  wyne,  and  whete ;  and  but  thou  serve  thi  ninker,  of 
me  thou  shalt  be  sweped'  in."  belle  seith,  "of  me  thou  sbalt  be 
swolowed'."  But  wreccbed'  man,  though  be  here  ofte  sitbes,  yit  he 
forgeteth  bis  lyf,  and  wille  sle  the  child'  Ihcsu  [by]  bodely  synn),  in 
that  in  hym  is.  II  But  the  knygbt,  that  opened'  the  lettres,  '  are  tbe 
vij.  werkes  of  mercy,  tbe  -wbicb  turned'  to  god'  to  mercy,  and  writteii) 
vnto  tbe  Empresse,  that  is,  oure  modir  holy  chircb,  tbat  the  dougbtir, 
tbat  is,  the  soido,  wasslien)  by  confession),  be  gyuene^  in  matrymonye 
to  Ib^i'U  crist,  the  child',  that  desired'  to  wedde  her,  and  to  lede  her  to 
tbe  Empire  of  beven),  to  wonne^  with  hym  there  aye  in  blisse.  Amen. 

'  leaf  44.  ^  begynne,  MS.  '    to  whom  to  wonne,  MS. 


[  XLIX.  ] 

DAMASCENUS  A  WISE  ^ll^EROUR. 

(of  ingratitude,  and  how  it  was  punished.) 

Damascenus  was  a  wyse  Emperoure  Reignyng  in  the  cete  of 
Eome;  fe  wbiche  ordeynid'  for  a  lawe,  ))at  yf  Eny  man) 
deliuerid'  a  virgine  fro  the  honde  of  bir  Eavissbei"',  it  shulde 
be  in  the  wille  of  him  that  deliue?'id'  hir  for  to  wedde  hir,  yf  \\\m 
luste ;  ne  she  shulde  not  be  weddid'  to  noon)  oper  ma:i),  withe 
outen)  graunte  &  assente  of  him  tbat  had'  takyn)  bii''  fro  the  houdes 
of  tbe  Kavisher.  So  bit  felle  in  a  tyme,  that  ther  was  a  tiraunt 
namid'  Pompeius,  &  he  hadde  I-Piaveshid'  a  virgine,  and'  broAvte  bir 
into  a  wilde  forest ;  and'  whenne  he  had?  synned?  w/tA  hir,  he  wolde 
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have  slayne  liir.  tlier  come  Eidyng  by  the  forest  a  geutil  knyjt ; 
an(J  whenne  he  harde  the  horible  crie  of  a  womaii),  he  smote  the 
hors  withe  the  sporis,  &  Eode  to  hir.  And?  wherme  he  come,  he 
sawe  hir  stond'  uakid',  save  hir  smokke ;  and'  thenne  he  askid'  of  hir, 
"  ert  thow  she  that  cridest  1 "  "  ye,  sir,"  quod'  slie,  "  for  this  maii) 
Itaveshid'  me,  and'  hathe  taken)  from)  me  my  virginitee ;  and'  now  he 
wolde  sle  me,  &  he  hathe  thus  nakid'  me,  for  to  smyte  of  myn)  hede ; 
and'  Jjerefor*,  for  the  love  of  god',  helpe  me  I  pray  yowe."  thenne 
saide  the  teraunt,  "  sir,  she  hthe,  for  she  is  my  wyfe,  and?  I  fonde 
hu''  in  bordeH  withe  a-noj^e?"  man ;  and'  ]>er  for  I  wokle  sle  hir  nowe." 
J?enne  saide  the  knyjt,  "  I  trowe  moi-*  to  the  woman)  Jianne  to  the, 
for  I  se  opyri)  signys  in  hir  visage,  that  thow  haste  Eavishid'  hir, 
and'  Oppressid'  hir  withe  mastrie ;  and'  ferefoi''  I^  ^woUe  Fite  for  hir." 
And'  so  thei  fo3te  to  gedir,  and'  grevousely  thei  wer*  I-woundict,  but 
the  kny3t  had'  the  victory,  &  that  olper  fledde.  And'  thenne  the 
knyjt  spake  to  the  woman),  "  lo  !  woman),  what  I  have  sufferid'  for 
the,  and'  howe  I  have  savid'  the ;  wolt  thow  now  be  my  wyfe  ] " 
"  ye  sir,"  quod'  shee,  "  that  I  desue  ouer  aUe  thinge,  and'  Jierto  I  yeve 
the  my  trewthe."  Joenne  seide  he,  "her"  be  syde  is  my  casteUe ;  go 
thedir  a-foi^,  &  a-bide  Iper,  while  I  go  to  my  frendes  &  kynne,  for  to 
purvey  for  the  bridale  to  be  made ;  for  I  M'olle  make  a  grete  fest,  for 
oure  worshipe  and'  comfort."  "  sii-,"  quo(J  she,  "  I  shalle  do  as  ]jow 
biddist."  She  yede  to  his  castelle,  and'  ]per  she  was  worshipfulli 
EesseyvicJ ;  and'  the  knyjt  Eode  a-bowte  to  his  frendes,  for  to  make 
al  thing  redy  ]?erto.  In  the  mene  tyme  Jie  tiraunt  Pompeius  come 
to  the  casteH,  &  prayde  hir  for  to  come,  &  speke  withe  him  a  worde 
at  the  yate ;  and'  whenne  she  was  comyn),  he  yaf  hir  so  sotd.  wordes, 
&  fail-*  biheste^,  that  she  lete  him  in,  &  grauntid'  to  be  his  wyf. 
Afterward'  the  kny^t  come  home,  &  he  fonde  the  yate  of  his  casteR 
stoken.  He  cnockid',  but  vnne])e  he  myght  have  eny  aunsAver" ;  anJ 
at  the  laste  J^e  woman)  come,  and'  askid'  whi  he  cnockid'  so  1  And' 
fenne  he  seide,  "what!  deei'^  love,  whi  makest  Jjow  hit  nowe  so 
straunge  to  me  1  late  me  come  in,  I  pray  Jje."  "  IS^aye  for  sothe," 
quod'  she,  "  pou  shalte  not  come  her*  Inne,  for  I  have  him  Avithe  me 
that  I  lovid'  furste,  or  I  knew  the."  "  DameseH,  have  mynde  how 
•  MS.  and  \:eretoT  I  aud  \>ereioT  I.  *  leaf  187,  col.  1. 
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tliow  yafe  to  me  '  i  feitlie,  for  to  be  my  wyfe,  and'  how  that  I  savid* 
the  fro  dethe  ;  &  yf  ]jou  wolte  not  sette  by  thi  feithe,  loo  !  hei-'  the 
woundes  that  I  sufferid'  for  the,  and'  for  t'li  love."  A-noon)  he  caste 
of  his  clothis,  and'  shewid'  to  hir  the  woundis ;  but  she  wolde  not 
loke  on)  him,  but  shutte  fast  the  dor*,  and'  wolde  no  moi^  sj^eke  withe 
him.  the  knyjt  seenge  the  wronge,  he  yede  to  fe  luge,  and'  per  he 
made  a  grete  compleynte  on)  Pompeye  pe  t/raunt,  &  on)  the  woman). 
After  that  the  compleynt  was  made,  pe  luge  made  hem  bojie  to 
appei^  a-for'  him ;  and  what  tyme  thei  come  afor*  him,  fe  kny^t  seide 
to  the  luge,  "  My  lord',  I  aske  the  benefice  of  [the  law],  ^ye  wit  wel 
that  it  is  law,  Tpat  yf  a  man)  deliuer  enye  virgyne  fro  the  hondes  of 
hir  Eav[i]sher,  it  is  in  the  powei''  of  the  deliuerer  to  have  the  woman 
to  his  ■^vj'f  after ;  and,  sir,  I  have  hei''  deliueHcf  a  woman)  in  the 
same  case,  and?  j^e^-efor'  me  semithe  that  she  shulde  be  my  wyf,  yf 
that  I  wolde  have  hir.  Also,  sir,  I  chalange  hir  for  a-nojie;'  Resoun) ; 
she  ha]je  yevin  me  hir  feithe  to  be  my  wyf,  and'  vpon)  that  she 
Enterid'  in  to  my  casteH,  and'  many  Eichesses  &  worshipis  she  had' 
by  me ;  and'  I  have  Eedyn)  a-bowte,  to  purveys  for  oure  mariage." 
Thenne  saide  the  luge  to  Pompeye,  "Der*  frende,  thow  knowist 
welle  that  the  kny3te  deliue^dcf  the  woman)  from)  pi  wickidnesse,  & 
toke  of  the  grete  woundes  for  hir  love ;  and?  hei""  by  thow  knowest 
wel  that  she  is  his  wyf,  yf  he  wolle  have  hir.  And'  thenne  aftir 
this  saluacion),  pow.  come  to  his  yate,  [and]  withe  thi  faire  flateringe 
deseyvedist  hir ;  ancJ,  sir,  ])e?"efoi-'  in  this  same  daye  I  shalle  se  the 
honge  in  the  lubet."  &  thanne  seide  pe  luge  to  the  woman, 
"  woman),  thow  knowist  welle  how  that  this  man)  savid  the  fro 
dethe,  ancf  toke  the  awey  fro  thi  Eavisshei'',  and  also  thow  yaf  him 
feithe  for  to  be  his  wyfe ;  and'  so  by  double  Eesone  thow  shuldest 
be  his  wyf,  soil,  by  the  lawe,  and'  eke  by  the  feithe  that  thow 
madest  to  him.  and'  now  aftir  this  kyndnesse,  pon  hast  eonsentid' 
to  the  wille  of  thi  Eavisher,  and  lete  him  entre  in  to  the  casteH  of 
the  knyjt;  and'  jjerefoi''  I  deme  the  to  be  hongid'  f>is  same  day  in  the 
lubet."  And'  so  it  was  I-do  in  dede;  and'  al  men)  hilie  com??ie?idid' 
the  luge,  that  yaf  to  hem  so  lust  &  so  Eitfulle  dome. 

'  leaf  187,  col.  2. 
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DEre  frendis,  ])is  Emperoure  is  the  fadir  of  hevene ;  the  wiche 
ordeynid'  for  a  lawe,  that  yf  eny  vh'gine  wei"'  ^Eavishid'  by 
dedely  synne,  fenne  he  that  deliuerid'  hir  shulde  wedde  hir 
to  wyve.  The  womaii),  that  was  Eavishid'  and'  ladde  into  the  forest, 
is  the  soule  of  man),  J>e  whiche  was  piitte  oute  of  Paradys  by  the 
synne  of  Adam,  &  browte  into  the  forest  of  this  worlde,  whei-*  [slhe 
livid'  in  grete  wrecchidnesse,  and'  [was]  deflowrid'  by  the  Eavissher, 
scil.  the  devil;  and'  Jjerefoi"'  it  is  wreten,  H  Iere?«.  iii.  tu  autem 
fornicata  es  cum  amatoribns  multis,  fis  is  to  seye,  he  seithe,  "  for 
sothe  thow  hast  do  fornicacion)  withe  many  lovers."  And'  this 
Eavisher,  the  devil,  deflowrithe  not  the  soule  only,  by^  lost  of  blisse, 
but  also  he  wolde  have  slayne  hii-'  in  euerlastinge  peyne.  &  fenne 
she  cride  with  an  hie  voyse ;  scil.  the  wrecchidnes  and'  the  perille  of 
hit  was  herd'  with  the  kny3te  Ihesu  Crist,  U  or  elles  the  crye  was 
made  what  tyme  that  adam,  oure  first  fadir,  cride  for  Oyle  of  mercy, 
&  whenne  paMarkis  and'  prophete^  cride  for  Eemedye,  seinge,  0! 
domiiie,  visita  nos,  0  !  lorde,  come  and'  visite  )3ou  vs,  |)enne  )?e  kny^t, 
scil.  Ihesu  Criste,  come  don)  fro  hevene,  &  heilde  bataille  withe  the 
Eavisher,  scil.  J»e  devil ;  and'  thenne  they  two  foute  to-geder,  that 
eypere  of  hem  was  grevously  woundid',  scil.  Crist  in  his  fleshe,  and' 
the  devil  in  his  lordshipe ;  and'  fez-fore  saithe  Isaye,  Fortis  ivijoegit 
in  fortem,  et  amho  conciderunt,  U  jjis  is  to  seye,  A  stronge  delte  or 
fel  in  vp  on)  an  ojjer  strong,  and'  bothe  they  fil  doune  to-gedir. 
Aftir  this  the  woman),  scil.  the  soule,  tooke  baptym),  &  bond'  hir 
\er  to  Criste,  whenne  that  she  saide,  Ahrenuncio  Sathane  et  omnihws 
pompis  eius,  I  forsake  the  devil,  and'  alle  his  pompys ;  also  whenne 
she  seithe,  Credo  in  deum.  patrem  omnipotentem,  H  I  trowe  or  I 
beleve  in  god',  fadir  Alniyti.  Aftir  that  Criste  ordeynid'  for  hir 
bridale,  scil.  ]3e  vij.  Sacramentes  of  holi  chirch,  of  whiche  he  ordeynitl' 
a  stronge  castelle  a-yenste  the  deville  and'  al  enniyes ;  and'  Jjen)  he 
badde  the  soule  holde  hir  in  the  vertue  of  that  castille,  tylle  tyme 
that  he  yede  a-boute,  to  ordeyne  for  the  bridale,  scil.  crist,  pe 
dowtiest  kny3t,  ascendid'  vppe  in  to  hevene  in  the  day  of  ascencion), 
and'  ther  he  ordeynid'  for  vs  a  dwelling  place  in  euerlastynge  ^ioye, 
that  we  my3te  be  with  hin\,  aftir  the  daye  of  dome,  in  loye.  But 
•  leaf  187,  back,  col.  1.         "  bot,  M8.         ^  leaf  187,  back,  col.  2. 
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in  the  mone  tynie  comytlie  the  Eavisslier,  sc/Z.  fe  devel.  &  he  w/t/t 
liis  sotil  cautellis  &  falshedes  blindithe  &  disseyuithe  fe  soule,  and' 
defoulilhe  hit  by  synne  ;  and'  so  he  Entrithe  the  castelle  of  ])iri)  herte. 
And'  fenue  comithe  to  the  yate  the  kny3t,  scil.  crist ;  as  the  Gospelle 
niakithe  mencion),  ^  Ecce  sfo  ad  hostium,  ^  xmlso  ;  siquis  apx>GV}ierit 
micJii,  introiho  ad  eum,  4"  cenaho  cum.  illo,  this  is  to  seye,  loo  !  I 
stonde  at  fe  dore,  &  cnocke ;  who  so  eiiej-e  opyn)  to  me,  I  shalle 
enter  to  him,  and  I  shalle  suppe  withe  him,  but  whei-"  as  the  devil 
is,  he  may  not  entre,  ne  the  Avrecchid'  man  wolle  not  opne  to  cryst, 
by  doyng  of  penaunce  ;  and  Crist  seinge  that,  castithe  of  his  clothis, 
and  spoylithe  him  naked,  &  she  withe  to  the  his  woundes,  that  he 
sufferid  for  the,  for  to  make  a  man  to  have  mynde  what  he  suffriil' 
f  jr*  him.  H  for  ther  was  on  Itixm  noon)  helthe,  from  the  toppe  of 
his  hede  vnto  the  sole  of  his  fote ;  as  seythe  holye  writ,  0 !  vos 
omnes  qui  transitis  jjer  viam,  atfendite  et  videte,  si  est  dolor  sicut 
dolor  mens,  This  is  to  seye,  0  !  ye  al  that  gofe  by  the  wey, 
herkenithe  &  seithe,  yf  ther  be  eny  sorowe  as  is  my  sorowe.  And' 
yit  for  al  this,  fe  wrecchid  man)  wolle  not  converte  him,  but  ligge 
stille  in  synne;  and'  ])e;-fore  swiche  wolle  be  demed  withe  the 
Kavissher,  &cil.  wi|)  Jje  devil,  to  euerlastynge  turmente*'.  And' 
]ier&io^  late  vs  opne  the  yate^  of  oure  herte,«,  by  meritorye  werkes, 
that  Criste  may  entre  into  oure  herte^,  and'  ])at  we  come  to  the 
blisse^  jjat  neuer  shall  mysse.     Ad:  quod  nos  peiducat  &c. 

[L.  ] 

CESAE  AN  EMPiJiZOUEE. 

(how  a  son  who  wished  to  kill  his  father  was  reproved.) 

CEsar  was  an  Empe'/'oure  Eeignynge  in  the  citee  of  Eome,  pe 
whiche  weddid  a  faire  semli  damiselle ;  Ipe  whiche  damiselle 
_     was  the  kynges  dowtey  of  sirie,  and  she  browte  forthe  a  faire 

'  Llesse,  MS. 


C 


[Second  Version.     Addit.  MS.  9066,  leaf  44.] 

[  XXX.  ] 

Esar  in  the  Citee  of  Eome  reigned',  a  fuH  wise  man,  that  toke^ 
a  'faire  maiden)"^  to  wyf,  the  kynges  doughtir  of  Sire,  by  the 
whiche  he  had  a  fulle  faire  childe.    IT  The  chiLl',  [whan  he^] 

'  tokene,  MS.  *  right  fayre  mayde.  ^  Suj)^lled  from  C. 
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sonue.  So  wheii)  this  cliild'  was  come  to  age,  lie  awaytid  '  and'  caste 
him,  in  alle  that  eue?'e  he  myght,  for  the  dethe  of  his  fadir,  in  so 
muche  j?at  the  Emperoure  had'  grete  marvayle,  and'  come  to  the 
Emi^eresse,  and'  askid'  of  hir,  yf  that  eny  man  lay  bi  hir  mo  thanne 
he,  sci7.  the  Emperowr  him  selfe.  And'  when  she  harde  thes  wordes, 
she  was  hevy  in  herte,  by  cause  that  he  hacf  suche  suspecion)  to  hir ; 
&  swoi-^^  grete  othis,  that  she  was  neuer  comon)  to  no  man)  flesshelye, 
but  wit/i  him  aloone.  And'  thenne  spake  he,  "JSTe  was  not  this 
yonge  man  getyn)  by  me  1 "  "  yis,  sir,"  quod'  she,  "  dowtithe  hit 
not,  for  he  is  jour  lawefully  bigeten)  sone."  Then)  the  Emperour* 
was  amekid',  and'  saide  to  his  sonne,  "  Son,"  quocf  he,  "  I  am  thi 
fadir,  and  I  gate  the  inlo  this  worlde,  and  of  me  ))0w  come  into  this 
world,  and  by  wey  of  generacion)  Jjou  shalt  be  myn)  heyr*;  and 
ferfoi^  whi  erte  thowe  a-bowte  my  dethe,  that  have^  norisshed  the 
vp  with  deynteys,  and,  per  dieu,  al  that  is  myn)  is  thyn  1  leef,  sone, 
thi  wickid  purpos,  and  sle  me  not,  for  yf  Jjou  do,  it  is  a  foule  synne 
in  the  syght  of  god,  and  hit  wolle  be  awreke."  II  ])q  sone  toke 
noon)  hede  to  his  woordes,  but  Eche  day  moi-*  ]3an)  [other]  he  was 
abowte  to  kille  his  fadir.  And  when)  the  fadir  saw  that,  he  yede 
'  leaf  188,  col.  1.  =*  in  hir  swore,  MS.  ^  I  have,  MS. 

[Second  Version.     Addit.  MS.  9066.] 

was  come  to  a^  lawfuH:  age,  he  made  sleightes  and  wyles,  how  he 
myght  put  his  Fadir  to  dethe.  the  fadir  mervailed  gretly^  of  the 
sone,  and  went  to  the  Empresse,  and  praied  her  to  telle  hym,  whejje?* 
he  were  his  sone,  and  goten)  of  hym.  II  She  herd  this,  and  was 
gretly  greved,  that  he  asked  suche  a  thyng  of  her.  she  aflfermed 
Avith  an  othe,  that  she  was  never  knowen)  of  none^  other  man  but  of 
hym,  and  that  he  was  his  Fadir,  and  he  is  thi*  lawfuH  sonne. 
H  The  Emp6?-our  herd  this,  and  mekely  spake  to  his  sone,  and  said, 
"  0  !  good  sone,  I  am  thi  Fadir,  that  gate  the,  and  [by  me^]  thou 
come  into  this  world,  by  way  of  generacion),  and  thou  shalt  be  mj^n) 
heire.  why  woldest  thou  sle  me  1  and  I  have  norisshed  the,  and 
aH  that  is  myn)  is  thyii).*^  I  pray  the,  cease  the  of  thi^  wikkednesse, 
and  sle  me  not,  for  yf^  thou  do,  it  is  to  the  a^  grete  synne  afore 
god."  IT  The  sone  toke  [no^**]  hede  to  his  Fadirs  saiyng,  but  fro  day 
to  day  his  malice  encreased ;  and  strengthed  hym  att  way  to  sle  his 
fadir.     H  Whan  the  Fadir  sawe  this,  he  went  into  a  deserte  place, 

'  Om.         ^  grete.         ^  Om.         *  Om.         ^  Supplied  from  Q. 
\  thyne  is  myne,  MS.        '  this.         ^  aud  if.         ^  Om.        '"  Supplied  from,  C. 
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into  deserte,  &  toke  his  sone  witlie  Lira,  and?  a  swerde ;  and?  when 
he  was  ther,  he  saide  to  his  sone,  "  sone,  sle  me  hei-*,  for  hei'*  is  a 
prevy  place,  and'  Jjerefor'  it  is  welle  the  lesse  synne,  &  lesse  shame 
to  the,  fanne  yf  hit  wei''  in  an  opyu)  place."  whenne  the  sone 
hard*  thes  wordes,  he  cast  a-wey  the  swerde  from)  him,  &  knelid' 
a-do^\^le  a-fore  him,  and'  mekly  askid'  xaercj,  for  he  saide  that  he 
had'  trespassid  vnto  him, — "  &  pere  foi-*,  fadir,  dothe  to  me  fro 
hennys  forjjeward'  as  ]3e  likithe."  the  fadir  withe  a  grete  gladnosse 
kiste  liim;  and'  aftir  him  Eegnid'  the  sone,  that  mekly  askid' 
niercye. 

MORALITEE. 

DEre  frendes,  })is  Emperoure  is  oure  lorde  Ihesn  Criste ;  The 
sone  is  ech  Cristm  man ;  The  Emperesse  is  holye  chirche. 
But  ofte  tyme  fe  sone,  scil.  fe  Cristyn)  man),  is  froward',  & 
contrarye  to  the  wille  of  gocf,  for  he  obeythe  not  to  his  comaunde- 
mentes.  Jjenne  Criste  askithe  of  holye  chirche,  whefer  he  be  his 
sone  or  no ;  and'  holy  chirche  seithe,  "  Ye,  lord,  for  of  me  he 
Eeseyvid?  baptime,  and'  pere  for*  he  is  thy  sone."     and'  Ijerfor*  Criste 

'  leaf  188,  col.  2. 

[^Second  Version.     Acldit.  MS.  9066.] 

and  ledde  with  hym  his  sone,  beryng  a  swerd'  in  his  bond' ;  and  toke 
it  to  his  sone,  and  said',  "  My  sone,  slee  me  here,  for  here  is  a  prive 
place,  and  lesse  sclaundre  shali  be  to  the  here  to  slee  me,  than  in 
other  ^  place."  H  The  sone  herd'  this,  and  anoii)  cast  the  swerd'  from 
hym  ;  and  kneled?  before  his  fadir  mekely  I-noughe,  and  asked'  hym  ^ 
mercy,  Saij^ug,  to  'hym,  "  have  mercy  on  me,^  for  I  have  synned', 
and  do  to  me  from  hens  forward?  as  it  liketh  the."  IT  Anon)  the 
Fadir  kisse(J  hym,  and  was  right  glad? ;  and  lad  hym  with  hym  to* 
his  paleys.  and  aftir  the  dethe  of  the  fadir,  the  sone  reigned? ;  and 
so  in  pease  ^and  rest  he^  ended'  his  lyf*. 

H  Declaracio.  Dere  Frendes,  this  Emperour  is  oure  lorcJ  Ihesu 
crist ;  The  fadir''  is  eche  cristen)  man  ;  the  Empresse  is  holy  chirche. 
But  ofte  sithes  the  sone,  that  is,  an  eveH  cristene  man,  [is]  froward' 
and  contrary  to  god',  for  he  obeyeth  not  the  comaimdeuient.  he 
asketh  of  holy  chirche  yf  he  be  verrely  his  sone ;  and  holy  chirche 
aunsweretli,  and  seith,  "ye,  sir,  of  me  he^  toke  baptyme,  and 
therefore   he    is   his    sone."     IT    Crist   by   prelates    and    prechours 

'  another.  ^  Om. 

'  his  fader  "  A  !  fader,  have  merc\  on  me,  have  mercy  on  me.  *  home  to. 

Meaf  44,  back.  ^Om.  '  sone,  MS.  "  ye,  MS. 
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Enformithe  vs,  and?  counseilitlie  vs,  by  p?'elatis  and  pj'echovrs,  to 
leve  oure  folijs  and?  synnys,  and'  that  we  be  not  contrarye  to  his 
werkes ;  and?  he  spekithe  to  vs,  seyng  thus,  Reuertere,  Reuertere, 
sunamitis,  et  ego  suscipiam.^  te,  This  is  to  sey,  be  thow  tornid',  be 
thow  tornid?  to  me,  thow  synfuUe  sonle,  and?  I  shalle  vnderfonge 
the.  but  the  synner  wolle  not  be  bowid  by  worde,  ne  be  betynge*- ; 
&  Jjerefor*  Criste  bryngithe  him  in  to  a  deserte  place  of  this  -vvoiide, 
and?  bryngithe  WitA  him  the  swerde  of  devine  Eightwysnesse,  sc/7. 
fat  he  deye  for  synne  that  is  done ;  for  yf  synne  hadde  not  beu), 
dejie  hacJ  neuer  ben).  Also  ]je  fadir  had  a  swerde  of  powei-",  by  the 
which  pe  Sonne  of  god  deyde ;  &  jjerfor*  hit  is  wretyn)  thus,  H  Non 
Jiaheres  potestatem  supei  me  vllam,  nisi  Esset  tibi  datwn  desupev, 
]?ow  sholdest  have  no  powei-*  vppon)  me,  but  yf  it  wer*  yeven)  the 
from)  above.  0 !  lorde,  that  ther  buj)  manye  that  dotlie  Crist 
ayene  vpon)  the  crosse !  And  pere  for*  do  as  dude  the  sonne  of  the 
Emperour',  cast  from)  the  fe  swerde  of  wickidnesse,  and  bowe  the 
by  penaunce  byfoi-*  god;  and  thenne  thow  shalt  fynde  Eemedye, 
grace,  and  loye,  and  the  kyngdom  of  hevin  aftir  fi  decesse.    Amen  ! 

'  sussipiam,  MS. 

[Second  Version.     Addit.  MS.  9066.] 

enformeth  vs,  that  we  shuld  leve  synne,  and  that  we  be  not  contrarie 
to  his  preceptes ;  but  he  speketh  to  vs,  and  seith,  turne  to  me,  thou 
synnefuH  wrecche,  and  I  shall  take  the.  but  the  synfuH  man  wille 
not  bow,  for  wordes  ne  for  betynges ;  IF  wherfore  our  lord  Ihesu 
ledeth  hym  in  to  deserte,  that  is,  for  his  synne  Adam,  the  first  Fadir, 
was  take  out  of  paradice  in  to  deserte  of  this  world,  and  bare  witB 
hym  the  swerd  of  goddes  rightwisenesse,  that  is,  that  he  shold  dye 
for  synne  that  he  had  done ;  for  yf  synne  had  not  be  done,  dethe 
shold  not  have  ben).  ISTow  hathe  the  sone  the  swerd  of  power,  by 
the  whiche  the  sone  of  god  shuld  dye ;  as  it  is  written),  thou  shuld 
not  have  power  in  me,  but  yf  it  were  yeven  to  the  fro  above.  IT  0  ! 
how  many  are  yit  that  crucifien)  crist  by  her  synne  !  IT  Do  fou 
therfore  as  the  Empe?-ours  sone  did;  Cast  fro  the  the  swerd  of 
Avikkednesse,  and  knele,  that  is,  meke  the,  in  the  way  of  penaunce, 
and  afore  god,  thou  shalt  fynde  grace ;  and  so  in  pease  thou  shalt 
ende  thi  lyf,  and  purchace  the  everlastyng  kyngdome  of  heven. 
to  the  whiche  bryng  vs  he,  that  for  oure  synne  dyed  on  the  roode  ! 
Amen. 
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[LT.  ] 

FEEUDEEICUS  A  WISE  'EMFEROUR. 

(how  a  wife  was  consoled  for  the  absence  of  her  husband.) 

1  1   iReudericus  was  a  Emperoure  Eegnyng  in  the  citee  of  Rome, 

1^     Jje  ■vvhiche  was  longe  with  cute  wyf  and  childe ;  but  at  the 

B        lasts,  at  counseil  of  lordes  and'  of  wyse  men,  he  weddid'  a 

faire  damiselle,  &  dwelte  with  hir  in  an  vnknowen  contree,  and'  gete 

of  hir  a  childe.     Aftir  that,  he  wolde  have  comyn  to  his  Empyre, 

but  he  myght  not  have  gete  leva  of  hir  tber  to,  but  ewer  she  wolde 

sey,  that  yf  he  yede,  she  wolde  sle  hir  selve.     Anct  whanne  the 

'Em-perour  harde  this,  he  studied  muche,  how  that  he  myght  beste 

goo,  ancJ  passe  from)  hir,  witJi  hir  goode  wille.     he  gate  payntour.'^, 

&  he  made  to  be  paynte  oner  hir  hede  ij.  fail*'  Images ;  and'  in  the 

frounte  of  ej\)ere  Image  was  I-sette  a  myrow?',  in  the  whiche  she 

myght  eue?y  day  biholde  ;  &  so  she  dude,  &  had'  so  grete  delectacion), 

that  she  format  J)e  fervente  desire  that  she  hadde  in  hir  lorde  the 

'Em'perour.     whenne  the  Emj^eroure  sawe  this,  he  yede  his  weye ; 

and*  aftir  his  going,  a  damesel,  that  was  the  ladies  sarvaunt,  yede 

preveli,  and'  made  foule  the  gla?,  in  so  muche  that  the  lady  3ede 

'  leaf  188,  back,  col.  1. 

[Seco?id  Version.     Addit  MS.  9066.] 
[  XXXI.  ] 

FEeudericus  reignect  in  tlie  Citee  of  Eome,  that  longe  was 
withoute  a  wyf  and  child'.  Atte'  last,  by  counsaile  of  his 
wise  men,  he  wedded'  a  right  faire  maiden) ^  of  ferre  countre, 
and  with  her  abode  in  that  comitre  vnknowen) ;  and  on  her  begate^ 
children).  H  Aftir  that,  he  wold'  go  to  his  Empire,  but  of  her  he 
myght  gete  no  leve ;  For*  she  said',  yf  he  went  fro  her,  she  shold''^ 
slee  her  self^.  H  whan  the  Emperour  hercf  this,  he  douted'  gretly,^ 
and  studied'  how  he  myght  go  fro  her  'with  her'''  wille.  IT  he  hired' 
his^  payntours,  and  made  hem  paynt  over^  his  [beddys^*']  hede  ij. 
faire  ymages,  and  in  the  forhede  of  eche  ymage  was  put  a  glasse, 
^^in  the  whiche  his  wyf  myght  every  day  loke,  and  have  delite. 
wherfore  the  woman  hact  so  grete  delite  in  beholdyng  of  hem,  that 
she  forgate  the  love  of  her  husbond.  ^  whan  the  Empez-our 
perseived'  that,  he  wente  from  her.  But  whan  he  was  'gone  from 
her,^2  there  come  a  maiden) ^^  prively,  and  defouled'  the  myrrour,^*  in  so 

'  At  the.         ^  mayde.         ^  gate.         ■*  and,         *  wolde. 
•  Ow,         "^  Om.         «hym.         ^  on.  ^^  Supplied  from  Q.         "  leaf  45. 

'^  go.         '^  mayde. 
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aftir  the  lorde ;  and  whenne  she  ha^  founde  him,  she  browte  [him] 
a3en)  witJt  hir.  and*  thenne  the  Emperowr  made  muche  sorowe  in 
herte  for  that  cas,  and'  studiyd'  Jjerefoi-*  by  what  weye,  in  al  that  he 
myght,  how  that  he  myght  passe  fro  ^  hir  ayene.  he  purveyde  him 
of  a  passing  faire  gurdil,  sette  aboute  withe  presious  stonis,  and'  in 
the  stonys  he  made  thes  wordes  to  be  wreten,  "  yf  hope  wer*  not,  hert 
shulde  breke."  And'  he  yafe  pis  gurdil  to  his  wyf,  and'  she  toke  hit 
Iieue?*entlye ;  &  she  sette  so  moche  herte  in  fairnesse  of  the  gyrdille, 
that  she  for  yate  the  love  of  hir  husbonde.  whenne  the  Emperoure 
saw  this,  he  yede  pnvely  fro^  hir  to  his  contre,  &  pe  wyf  folowid' 
not  aftir  him,  for  as  ofte  as  she  was  I-tempti(J  to  go  aftir  him,  as 
ofte  she  yede,  and'  lokyd'  on)  the  gyrdil,  ancJ  she  Eedde  on  the 
scriptur*,  seing,  yf  hope  wer"  not,  herte  sholde  tobreke.  She  thowte 
fer  •with  to  hir  selfe,  "  yit  I  triste  to  ^see  my  husbonde,  withe  glorie 
&  comforte."  &  thus  she  livid',  vndir  stedfaste  hope  &  trist,  by 
many  dayes  aftir. 

MORALITEE. 


D 


Ere  Frendes,  this  Emperoure  may  be  callict  eche  goode 
Cristen)  man),  fe  whiche  owithe  to  be  Empero«<r  of  him  selfe ; 
and'  so  he  owithe  first  &  furjjermost  and'  principalli,  to  take 
•  for,  MS.  2  for,  MS.  ^  leaf  188,  back,  col.  2. 

[Second  Versiori.     Addit  MS.  9066.] 

mekeft^  that  the  wyf  aH  thynges  left,  and  wente  aftir  her  husbond ; 
and 2  whan  she  found'  hym,  she  lad'  hym  with  her  agayn).  II  Than 
the  Emperour  sorowed'  gretly ;  neverthelesse  he  studied'  by  what 
wey  he  myght  go  from  her.  H  he  ordeyned'  a^  faire  girdeH,  and 
araied'  it  with  precious  stones ;  and  in  every  stone  he  did'  write  this 
reason),  IT  "iwre  not  liope  stedfast,  hert  ofte  sithe  shoM  hrest."  *  this 
gurdeH  he  gaf*  to  hys  wyf*,  and  she  gladly  resceived'  it ;  and^  of  the 
gurdeH  she  had'  so  moche  delite,  that  she  for-gate  aH:  the  love  of  her 
husbond'.  [Whan  the  Emperour  saw  that,  priuely  he  Avent  to  his 
contre.  And  his  wyfe  folowed  neuer  after ;  but  as  she  was  in  wylle 
to  go  after  hire  husband,^]  so  ofte  sithes''  she  loked'  on  the  gurdeH, 
and  red'  the  scripture,  "  ttere  not  hope  stedfast,  hert  ofte  sithe  shold 
hrest."  H  Than  she  thought,  "yit  I  hoi^e  to  se  my  husbonde  with 
myrthe."     and  so  she  lived'  longe,  and  ended'  her  lyf  in  pease. 

IT  Declaracio.     My  swete  frendes,^  this  Emperour  may  be  said? 

'  myche.  ^  Om.  '  hym  a.  ■*  breke.  *  Om, 

*  Siqjjjliedfrom  C.  '  Om.  «  frende,  MS. 
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the  wey  towariJ  his  owne  centre,  &  fereto  marLfulli  to  laboure. 
what  is  contree  ]  Certenly  the  kyngdome  of  hevene,  wonne  by  the 
passioun)  of  crist.  And*  wher  for*  owe  we  to  laboure  jjereforel 
Certenlye  to  that  entente,  that  we  mowe  have  fere  by  helpe  of 
soule ;  as  is  seide  in  the  psalme,  Saluum  me  fac,  deus  qxxonmm 
intraverunt  aque  vsque  ad  anma??i  meam,  This  is  to  seye,  lorde, 
make  me  saflfe,  for  waters,  sci7.  perilis  of  synnys,  have  enterid'  to  my 
sovle.  the  wyf  is  the  fleshe,  that  ofte  tyme  holdijje  the  soule  in  his 
dilectacio?<ns,  for  the  whiche  he  may  not  come  to  the  eue?iastyng 
lyf;  For  wher  is  his  co?iuersacion)  but  in  the  Empire  of  hevene? 
why  thenne  wolle  not  the  fleshe  lete  him  passe  to  that  mury 
contree  ]  For  the  fleshe  is  naturely  a-yenste  the  sprite.  Do  ferfor' 
as  dud'  the  Empe?-oure ;  huyi^  payntoi/rs,  scil.  men  of  holy  chirche, 
that  conne  paynte  in  the  hede  of  thin  herte  two  ymages,  scil. 
contrucion),  &  confession),  so  that  eyfej'e  of  hem  have  a  wel 
I-polishid!  glasse,  scil.  a  consiens  an(J  perseveraunce,  the  which 
perseue?'aunce  amonge  alle  olper  vertues  is  I-crownid'.  &  yf  thow 
be-holde  welle  thes,  jjou  shalt  for3ite  the  wey  of  inpediment,  ancJ 
thow  shalt  ^  late  fi  soule  passe  frely.  but  alias  !  for  ofte  tyme  while 
pat  ]?e  soide  lyjje  in  fe  way  of  penaunce  toward'  hevene,  pere  comythe 

'  shat,  MS. 
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every  goocP  cristen  man,  that  oweth  to  be  Emperour  of  hym  self*  ; 
IT  wherfore  pryncipally  and  before  aH  thyng  he  oweth  to  take  a  way 
toward'  his  owne  countre,  and  therfore  namly  for  to  travaile. 
IT  Whiche  is  our  countre  %  for  sotlie  the  kyngdome  of  heven,  the 
whiche  is  goten)  to  vs  by  cristes  passion),  and  whi  owe  Ave  to 
travaile  to  that  ]  forsothe  that  we  may  have  endlesse  helthe.  IT  The 
wyf  is  the  wrecched'  flessh,  that  ofte  sithe  beholdeth  the  soule  in 
many  delectacions,  for  the  whiche  the  soule  may  not  passe  to 
everlastyng  lyf,  where  is  conversaciou)  and  everlastyng  Empire, 
and  why  wille  not  the  flessh  leve  %  for  sothe  for  the  flessh  desireth 
ayenst  the  soule.  H  Do  thou  therfore  as  the  Empe?'our  did? ;  heire 
payntours,  that  is,  men  of  holy  chirch,  that  can  paynte  in  the  hede 
of  thyn)  hert  ij.  ymages,  that  is,  contricciou)  and  confession),  so  that 
eche  ymage  have  a  myrrour  put  in  the  face,  that  is,  a  naked  conscience 
and  perseveraunce ;  for  perseveraunce  alone  in  good'  livyng  amonge 
aH  vertues  is  crowned?,  for  sothe  yf  thou  behold'  wele  in  thise 
myrrours,  lightly  thou  shalt  for-yete  the  way  of  Impedyment  and 
lettyng.  And  so  thou  shalt  sufi're  thi  soule  frely  to  passe.    IF  But  alias 


230  LII.    THE   DUTIES   OP   A   SON.       STORY.       HARL.  7333. 

a  servaunt,  sell,  a  shrewde  or  a  froward?  wil,  or  a  fleshli  delectacion), 

that  makitli  foule  the  co?^sie?^ns  and'  the  perseueracion),  so  that  J?e 

soule  may  not  ^Se  god',  ne  his  owne  periH.     Do  ther  for"  as  diide  the 

Emperowr ;  yif  hir  a  Gurditi,  scil  charite,  -with  presious  stonys,  scil. 

lownesse  &  chastite ;  and'  ofte  tyme  redde  the  supe?'scripciouh),  scil. 

but  yf  hope  wer*,   herte  shulde  breste.     This   hope   owithe  to  be 

Eedressid'  vnto  god',  fat  yf  ]?owe  do  penaunce,  thow  shalt  come  to  Jje 

lyf  that  eueymor'  lastithe ;  and'  pe^^eioi'  seithe  the  Apostle,  ^e  sahii 

facti  sumus,  This  is  to  seye,  }?orow  hope  we  bethe  I-made  safe.    AncJ 

yf  we  do  so,  wz't^  oute  dowte  we  shulle  come  to  the  Euerlastinge  lyf, 

bothe  in  fleshe  &  in  soule,  aftir  the  laste  dome.     gocJ  graunte  vs  |)at 

for  his  mercy  !     Amen, 

•  leaf  189,  col.  1. 

[Second  Version.     Addit.  MS.  9066.] 

for  sorow !  for  ofte  sithes  while  the  soule  lieth  in  the  way  of 
l)en6l!^mce  towarcJ  heven),  cometh  the  servaunt,  tliat  is,  foryetefuH 
wille,  1  or  flesshly  delectacion),  and  defouleth  the  myrrours,  that  is, 
conscience  and  perseveraunce,  as  ofte  as  it  lieth  in  dedely  synne,  so 
that  the  soule  may  not  se  god',  ne  the  perile  of  it  self*.  IT  Do  thou 
therfore  as  the  Emperour  did' ;  yeve  her  a  gerdeH,  that  is,  charite, 
with  precious  stones,  that  is,  mekenesse  and  chastite ;  and  rede  ofte 
the  scripture,  that  is,  %  Were  not  hope  stedfast,  liert  ofte  sithes  ivold^ 
hrest.  IT  Hope  shold'  aH  way  be  had'  in  thi  kynde  to  gocJ,  for  yf 
I  do  penaunce  here,  my  hope  is  to  have  ever  lastyng  lyf* :  and  that 
is,  that  the  apposteH  saith,  U  By  faithe  we  are  made  sauf*.  and  yf 
we  do  so,  with  out  doute  aftir  the  day  of  dome,  the  hert  with  the 
soule  shaH  ioye  in  ever  lastyng  lyf.  to  the  whiche  brynge  vs  Ihesu 
crist !     Amen.  , 

[  LII.  ] 

PEOTHEUS  WAS  AN  EMP^iJOUEE. 

(of  a  son  who  left  his  mother  in  order  to  rescue  his 

father  from  captivity.) 

PEotheus  Eeignid  an  Emperoure  in  the  citee  of  Eorae ;  and'  he 
ordeynid'  for  a  lawe,  that  child  erin)  shulde  sustene  hei-'  faderis 
in  al  maner  of  ]S"ede,  scil.  ji  that  theye  wer*  of  power'  there  to, 
or  Eichei''  j^au)  liir  faderis.  Eel  cas,  that  ther  was  a  kny3t  namiJ 
andronicr/s,  and?  he  had'  a  faire  gentil  woman)  to  wyf,  Ipe  whiche  con- 
seyuid'  of  him,  &  bare  him  a  suimu.     Tlie  childe  throfc,  and'  wel  was 
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I-lovi(J  a-monge  al  men),  for  he  was  gracious  in  belioldinge.     Hit 
liappi(J,  the  knyjt  went  on)  pilgrmiage,  an(J  felle  amonge  thevis  ;  an(J 
fie?'  he  was  cruely  taken,  &  bounde ;  and?  thenne  he  wepte,  &  saide, 
"  alas  !  for  what  shalle  I  nowe  do,  for  nowe  I  am  presonyd'  in  a  derke 
presoune,  a-monge  strawngeres."     And'  as  he  was  in  making  of  his 
lamentacion),  ther  come  to  him  a  wyse  man,  andl  saide,  "  der'  frende, 
hast  thowe  not  at  home  no  wyf,  nor  childe  1 "     "  yis,  sir,"  quod'  he, 
"I  have  a  wyf,  &  oo  childe."     "solely,"  seide  that  ofer,  "thenne  I 
counsaille  the,  that  thow  write  to  thi  wyf,  &  to  thi  childe,  for  thy 
Eedempcion),  seing  that  the  law  of  the  'Emperour  is  swiche,  that  the 
childerin)  owithe  to  sustene  and'  Eeleve  hir  f aderis,  in  hir  grete  nedes ; 
and'  ferefor"  sey  to  thi  childe,  that  sithen  he  is  thi  childe,  that  he 
nowe  helpe  the ;  ancJ  saye  to  thi  wyf,  that  she  socoure  the  in  thi 
wrecchidnes,  sithe   ye    bethe    bothe  oo    fleshe."      the  kny3t  wrote 
lettens  in  this  forme  to  the  wyfe,  &  to  the  sone ;  ancJ  whenne  the 
wyf  hadde  sen)  the  letteris,  she  wepte  so  soi'^,  that  she  was  blynde  for 
weping.     And'  the  sone  in  the  same  maner  made  sorowe  ^  as  muche 
as  he  myght  ber^,  &  saide  to  his  moder,  "  A  !  der'  moder,  now  is  woo 
to  yow  I-nowe ;  neuer  the  les  I  wolle  go,  and?  deliuer  my  fadir." 
"l!^ay,"  quod'  the  moder,  "thow  shall  not  go,  for  thow  art  my  loye, 
&  my  solas ;  and  yf  thow  leve  me  be  my  self,  hit  wolle  be  cause  of 
my  dethe.     And'  also  hit  may  happin  withe  the  by  the  way,  as  hit 
is  withe  thi  fadre ;  &  so  hit  shulde  be  to  me  doble  confucion)  & 
woo.      [Thow]  hadde    lever,"  quocf  she,  "deliuer  thi  fadir  out  of 
p?'esoune,  than)  to  norishe  me  &  helpe  me  in  my  nedes,  Sithen  I 
have  norishid  fe  fro  \ig  begynnyng  of  thi  birthe ;  ancf  ferfor  J?ow 
shalt  abide  at  home  with  me,  for  yf  thowe  go,  I  am  but  dede.     & 
knowist  thow  not  weUe,  that  yf  eny  thinge  be  yevin)  to  two  simplely, 
ancJ  that  on)  be  take  or  dede,  al  is  in  the  powi*  of  him  or  hir*  that  is 
present?"      thenne   saide   he,  "modir,  I   her'   thi   wordes   welle." 
fenne  saide  she,  "thowe  wot^  wel,  &  specialli  I  wote   hit  welle, 
that  thow  arte  his  sonne  and  myn)  eke,  for  out  of  my  wonibe  fou 
passediste.     IS'ow  ])in  fadir  is  absent,   &   I  am)  p?-esent  ]    J?enne   I 
conclude  by  goode  probacion),  that  J?ow  owist  not  to  go  from)  me  to 
thi  fadir."     Thenne  spake  fe  sone,  anJ  saide,  "  A  !  der'  modir,  thow 

'  leaf  189,  col.  2.  ^  wolt,  MS. 


232  LII.    THE   DUTIES    OF   A    SON.      MORALITE.       HAUL.  7333. 

I  be  thi  Sonne,  yit  my  fadir  is  cause  of  my  generacion)  in  principal}, 
as  thow  erte  of  my  conseyvinge ;  &  my  fadir  yede  in  pilgr/mage,  ancJ 
thow  dwellist  at  home,  now  he  is  takyi:i),  &  made  soget  to  his 
Enmyes,  &  Jiou  art  free  ;  So  he  dwellithe^  amonge  his  Enmyes,  ancB 
thowe  a  monge  thi  frendes ;  he  liggithe  stro/igli  I-bounde,  and'  thow 
ert  Ids.  And'  neuertheles  thow  erte  blynde,  and'  he  hathe  no  light 
but  cheynis,  and'  woundes,  &  wrecchidnesses ;  and'  sojjely  fere  for*  I 
wolle  go  to  him,  &  deliuer  him  oute."  AntJ  so  hit  was  don)  in  dede  ; 
ancE  al  men)  pere  tov'  lovid'  him,  &  commendid'  his  virtues,  jsat  so 
deliuerid'  his  fadir  fro  barette. 

MORALITEE. 

Ere  Frendes,  this  Empe?'oure  is  fe  Fadir  of  hevene ;  that 
ordeynic^  for  a  lawe,  that  childerin  shulde  honour  anc^ 
worshipe  hir  Faderis  &  hh'  moderis,  anc^  sustene  hem.  but 
who  is  thi  fadir,  and  whoo  is  thi  moderl  Certeinly  Crist  is  oui'' 
fader*,  For  he  hathe  to  vs  a  fadirlye  affeccion),  and!  not  ^a  modirly ; 
For  ye  knowe  Avelle,  Jjat  yf  a  childe  forfete  or  Trespasse,  J)e  fadir 
wolle  sternely  Repreve  him,  bete  him  &  scorge  him,  but  the  modir 
tretithe  him  lijtly  and'  swetlye.  and'  so  Criste  wolle  suffre  vs  to  be 
turmentid',  angrid',  &  bete  for  cure  defavtis,  as  oure  principati  fadir ; 
&  pere  foi-*  hit  is  seyde  in  Deuto.  Nuncquid  non  ipse,  est  pater  tuus, 
q\i\  possedit  te,  ^  fecit,  ^  creauit  te  ?  This  is  to  seye,  WheJ)ere  is 
not  he  thi  fadir,  that  owithe  fe,  &  made  the,  &  shope  the  1  sell. 
Crist,  the  punysshei''.  Bute  thy  modir  is  fe  worlde,  that  bihotithe 
to  the  swetnesse  &  dilectabilites.  Now  oure  fader  yede  a  pilgrimage, 
as  is  mencion)  made  in  jje  Ps.  Extraneus  Factus  sum  fiafribus  meis, 
This  is  to  seye,  I  am)  made  a  straunge^'  to  my  bretherin.  Now  Criste 
is  I-bounde,  scorgid',  ancB  crossid',  ancP  not  in  hi?ri  selfe,  but  in  his 
mewibris ;  ancJ  jjerefore  seithe  the  Apostle,  Ad  liehreos,  Qtiicunque 
est  in  mortali  peccato,  iacet  in  Carcere  diaholi,  This  is  to  seye,  Who 
so  euer  be  in  dedely  synne,  he  is  in  presone  of  the  devil,  and'  jjere- 
fore  oure  fadir  wolde,  that  we  shuld'  goo,  and'  by  the  thraldom),  &eil. 
by  doinge  of  the  vij.  werkis  of  laercy,  also  go  and  preche,  &  shew  Jjb 
kyngdom)  of  god',  and'  Jjerby  thow  may  become  the  childe  of  criste, 
'  dwellidf>,  MS.  *  leaf  189,  back,  col.  1. 
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for  "who  SO  euer  preclutlie  fructuovslye  the  worde  of  gO(J,  he  winithe 
pe  fadir,  and  biyij)  crist ;  for  he  seithe,  Quod  vni  ex  minimis  meis 
fecistis,  michi  fecisfis,  This  is  to  seye,  Jjat  ye  dof  to  fe  leste  of  myne, 
ye  dothe  to  me.  but  the  modir,  bcU.  ])e  worlde,  letithe  not  a  man) 
folowe  crist  in  pouerte,  &  in  ojier  gode  werkes ;  but  he  seithe  to 
man),  "  I  may  not  live,  yf  that  thow  chese,  and  go  Jie  weye  of 
penaunce,  &  folowe  criste,  that  was  por*."  Ancf  this  mode/*  is 
blynde,  and'  makithe  oJ?ere  blynde  also ;  and'  seithe  Eche  day  to 
men),  "  Come  to  me,  I  am  present  to  the ;  &  late  vs  vse  goodis,  & 
strengithe,  &  fairhed'."  but,  dere  frend,  yf  that  thow  be  a  goods 
kynde  childe  to  god,  thow  wolte  aynswer*  Jjus,  "  the  fyrste  partie  is 
but  of  the  fadir,  &  the  secounde  of  the  modir  j  the  soule  is  hi3t  to 
god,  &  the  body  to  the  worlde,  soil.  Erthe.  &  jje/'for'  do  not  aftir 
the  worlde,  ne  abide  not  age,  vnpower,  or  blyndnesse,  for  the  oblacion) 
that  thowe  wolde  make  Jtenne  is  the  lesse  acceptable  to  god ;  and' 
triste  not  to  the  worlde  by  no  wey,  For  thenne  he  wolle  desceyvo 
the  as  thi«  Enmye,  ^but  go  to  Crist,  and  thenne  thow  shalt  have 
euirlastinge  lyf .     Amen) ! 

[  LIII.  ] 

GORGONIUS  AN  EMP^i20URE. 

(why  a  physician  would  not  cure  his  stepmother  ) 

GOrgonius  was  an  Emperoure  Eegnynge  in  the  cite  of  Eome ; 
and  he  had  weddid'  to  wyf  a  yonge  gentUwoman),  the 
whiche  conseyuid,  and  browte  forthe  a  faire  sone.  And 
whenne  the  childe  was  in  age  of  xx.  yer*,  the  modir  deyid ;  &  he 
weddid  anopere  wyf,  that  lovid  not  the  Emperowrs  sone,  but  she 
Eeprevide  him  mocha,  &  shewid  to  him  muche  glowmynge  clier'. 
Whenne  the  Empe?'oi«'  saw  that,  he  sent  his  sonne  out  of  \q  Empyi'', 
for  p?-esaunce  of  his  wyf ;  and  whenne  the  yonge  man  was  put  oute 
of  the  Empyre,  he  lernid  to  be  a  phisicien),  that  myte  be  in  eny 
place.  Aftirward  hit  happid,  that  his  fadir,  scil.  the  Emperoure, 
fel  sike,  ande  was  ny  dede ;  but  what  tyme  he  harde  telle  that  his 
sone  was  so  good  a  phisicione,^  he  sent  for  him  by  lette?-is,  that  he 
shulde  come  withe  oute  delay,  J5e  sonne  willing*  [to]  obey  to  the  fadir, 
he  come  to  him,  and  saw  his  vryne ;  and  thenne  yaf  him  medesyne, 
'  leaf  183,  back,  col.  2.  '  phisione,  MS. 
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wherthorowe  he  was  hole.     Aftir  that,  the  wyf  of  the  Emperoiire  be 
gaiine  to  be  syke,  in  so  miiche  that  lechis  had  grete  mystir  of  hir 
lyfe.     Whenne  the  EmperowT-  hard'  that,  he  praide  his  sonne,  that 
he  shulde  hele  his  wyfe  of  hir  sikenesse  and  in  firmite ;  and  the  sone 
saide,  "sertenlye,  I  wolle  not  putte  to  hir  no  medicinis."     "And 
but  thow  do,"  quod  the  fadir,  "Jjou  shalte  be  exilid  fro  my  com- 
panye."     Jjenne  saide  the  sonne,  "  fadir,  yf  thow  do  so  to  me,  j)ou 
doste  to  me  grete  wronge;    for  Jjou  knowist  welle,  that  thow  did 
putte  me  for^  hir  love  out  of  the  Empii'',  wherfor*  mjn  absence  was 
cause  of  thin  infirmitee,  and  of  thi  sorow ;  &  thenne,  whenne  I  come 
ayene,  with  a  litle  helpe  fou  Eeceyvidist  helj?e,  so  hylie  comfortid' 
fe.     my  presence  was  &  is  cause  of  hir  infirmite,  &  ferefore  I  wolle 
not  entermete  me  of  hir,  &  whi  1  for  I  knowe  welle,  that  the  sy3te 
of  me  wolle  greve  hir,  and  a  leche  may  ofte  tyme  be  deceyvid ;  also 
and  I  coveite  not,  that  eny  thinge  felle  to  hir  bute  good,  that  she 
putte  2blame  in  me."     )3enne  saide  the  fadir,  "  sone,  she  hathe  the 
same  seknesse  fat  I  hadde."     "ye,  what  Jjow,"  seide  the  sone,  "  thow 
hit  be  the  same  sekenes,  hit  is  not  the  same  compleccion) ;  for  that 
whiche  I  dude  to  the,  jjou  heilde  the  per  withe  wel  paide,  for  my 
presence,  and'  the  comfortable  syght,  when)  pou  sawe  me,  fat  jjou 
gate  helthe^ ;  And  ferfore  it  is  beste  that  she  late  some  leche  dele 
Wit/i  hir,  that  she  wolde  triste  in) ;  &  so  she  may  &  shalle  be  hole." 

MORALITEB. 

DEre  Frendes,  fis  Emperoure  is  Echon  of  vs  that  have  I-taken) 
the  wyf  of  Cristindome  in  baptime ;  for  thenne  is  fe  soule 
made  fe  spouse  of  Criste,  of  whome  he  getithe  a  sonne,  scil. 
Eeson),  whiche  is  annexid  to  god.  But  Christianjte  deife,  when)  a 
man)  lithe  in  synnes,  aftir  the  man)  weddith  anofe;-,  scil.  wickidnesse, 
as  ofte  as  a  man  is  Eulid  &  gouernid  by  wiUe,  &  not  by  Eeson). 
And  so  he  livithe  fieshely,  &  puttithe  aAvey  Eeson),  &  fenne  fe  soule 
is  sike ;  for  the  absens  of  Eeson)  is  cause  of  the  sekenes  of  the  soule. 
but  then)  Eesone,  whiche  is  gostlye  medisyne,  is  I-browte  a-yene  by 
the  werkes  of  mercy,  and  of  consciens,  &  so  is  man  I-helid ;  and 
that  ojjer  wyf,  sci7.  frowarde  wille  or  sensualite,  is  syk,  as  ofte  as  the 

'  fro,  MS.  =  leaf  190,  col.  1.  »  helde  >e,  MS. 
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fleshe  is  putt  downe  by  Penaunce.  And?  f e?-efor  we  moste  be  ware 
howe  that  we  norisbe  owr'  [lyf] ;  for  the  lyf  of  man)  is  likenitJ  nowe 
to  a  floui'^,  nowe  to  hete  or  warmnes,  and?  nowe  to  a  fleinge  shadowe, 
and?  nowe  to  a  messager  that  Eynnithe  or  Ridithe  afore,  and'  nowe  to 
an  arowe  shote  to  a  marke  ;  for  of  al  thes  is  trays  ne  folowinge  to  and' 
[so]  it  is  of  a  man)  aftir  his  dethe.  An(J  j?ere  foi''  lat  vs  be  so  busye 
to  amend'  oure  lyf,  that  we  mowe  come,  an(J  take^  &  have  the  loye 
of  hevene.     Amen ! 

[  LIV-  ] 

OK"IAS  WAS  A^  EMP^iJOUEE. 

(how  a  seducer  who  had  murdered  his  illegitimate  son 

WAS  punished.) 

OITias  was  an  Emperoiire  in  the  cetee  of  Rome ;  ancf  he  hadde 
a  faire  dovte?',  ^that  was  miiche  like  to  him  selfe,  and'  the 
which  he  muche  lo\dd'.  So  per  come  a  kny3t  to  this  damseH, 
named'  Cornelius,  and  he  stirid'  hir  &  wowid  hir,  in  al  that  he  my3t, 
for  synne  to  be  don) ;  and'  soone  this  damiselle,  not  havinge  mynde  of 
perilis  Jjat  myght  falle,  soone  she  consentid'.  the  kny3t  deflowrid?  hir ; 
and'  whenne  he  had'  drive  a-weye  the  flowi-'  of  hir  virginitee,  he  lefte 
hir,  and?  forsoke  hir.  the  woman)  conseyvid',  and  browte  forthe  a  faire 
soone.  Anoon)  the  kny^t  took  fe  childe,  &  slowe  hit ;  and'  whenne 
the  moder  harde  that,  she  was  hiliche  greuid'  in  alle  the  strenges  of 
hir  herte,  and'  wrote  to  him,  &  askicJ  of  him  whi  he  hadde  I-doo 
suche  a  wicked'  dede.  the  kny3t  hadde  noon)  Excusacion),  ne  wolde 
not  lowe  him  selfe.  whenne  the  Emperoure  harde  her'of,  he  hadde 
gret  dispite,  &  was  wrothe  to  him ;  &  soone  he  made  to  be  cride  a 
generaH  tornement.  And  in  the  day  of  the  torneme?it  fier  were  sette 
by  the  Emperoure  iij.  or  iiij.  kny3tes  of  oo  partye,  and  as  many  in 
that  ope?*  syde ;  and'  thei  that  wer'  in  the  firste  parte  hadde  I-putte 
sheldes  in.  a  certeyne  place  deputte  Jjerefor*.  "WTienne  this  was  doon), 
Cornelius  the  kny3t,  that  lay  by  the  damisel,  come  with  the 
aduersarijs  ayenste  the  Emperowr,  the  whiche  wolde  play,  he  yede 
to  the  sheldes  wher  Jjei  lay,  and'  towchid'  on)  of  hem  wi't/i  his  spere, 
the  whiche  shelde  perteynid'  to  a  kny3t  pat  the  Emperoure  moche 
lovid ;  mevinge,  as  is  maner  of  playe,  that  he  that  owte  the  shelde 
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sholde  a-Rise,  &  noon)  ofir;  and'  Jrerfoi-',  as  costoni)  was,  a  clene 
virgine  shulde  arme  him.  And'  so  lie  yede  to  the  felde,  and'  plaid' 
■with  cornely,  In  so  muche  that  Cornelius  was  per  grevouslye 
woundict ;  but  he  wan)  the  victory,  &  toke  fe  'Emperours  dowter, 
and'  ladde  hir  home  a-yene  to  the  palys. 

MORALITEE. 

DEre  frendes,  this  Empe/'oure  is  J)e  fadir  of  hevene ;  The  dowter 
is  pe  soule,  I-made  to  his  ovvne  similitude;  Cornelius  is  the 
devil,  that  deseyuid'  hir,  &  ^slow  hir  childe,  and'  made  al  man- 
kynde  i?^  subieccion).  Now  god'  havij)e  iij.  scochens,  scil.  [the]  powere, 
the  whichQ  is  the  scochon)  of  the  fadir ;  he  hathe  wisdome,  pe  which 
is  pe  scochon  of  the  sone ;  and'  he  hathe  goodnesse,  the  wiche  is  the 
scochon)  of  the  holy  gost.  ))ea  iij.  sheldes  god'  hathe  sette  in  a  place 
ordeynid'  Jjej-for*,  sell,  mankynde,  whenne  that  he  made  him  to  his 
owne  likenesse.  For  the  firste  man)  Adam)  hadde  lordshipe  ouer  alle 
the  bestes  of  the  Erthe,  and'  ther  is  the  shelde  of  the  fadir,  scil. 
power* ;  pe  secownde  hadde  connyng  &  knowleche  of  al  thi/?ge«  vpon) 
erj»e,  and'  pere  was  the  shelde  of  the  sone,  scil.  wisdome ;  and'  pe 
firste  man)  was  formid'  in  grace,  and'  love  of  gode  &  of  pe  neyboure, 
and'  pere  was  the  shelde  of  the  holye  goste,  sell,  grace.  Now  pe 
wickid'  sprite,  pe  devil,  willynge  in  his  wickid'  obstinacye  [to]  fite 
a-yenst  god',  he  come,  and?  towchid'  not  the  shelde  of  the  fadir,  & 
seide  not,  Si  coinederitis,  eritis  sicut  dii  potentes,  he  seyde  not,  ye 
shul  be  niy3ty  as  godis,  yf  ye  ete  of  hit ;  Ne  he  towchid?  not  the 
shelde  of  the  holy  gost,  seiyng,  Eritis  boni  vel  amantes,  yf  ye  Ete, 
ye  shul  be  good'  or  lovyng* ;  but  he  towchid'  the  shelde  of  the  sone, 
seiynge,  8i  coinederitis,  de  fructu  illo  eritis  sicut  dii,  scientes  honuni 
et  malum,  Jjis  is  to  seye,  yf  ye  ete  of  that  frute,  ye  shalle  be  as  god' 
is,  knowinge  goode  &  eville.  And'  pere  for",  sithe  he  towchid'  the 
shelde  of  pe  sone,  pe  sone,  scil.  Criste,  was  sent  by  the  Empf'row/-, 
his  fadir,  to  fite  withe  the  devil.  &  pe  virgine  pat  armid'  him  was 
the  virgine  of  virginis,  scil.  owre  lady  seint  Marie,  of  the  whiche  he 
toke  armiu'e,  scil.  man  kynde ;  &  Jjeriii)  he  fawjt  wit^  the  devil,  & 
his  membris,  and'  -with  sufFring  of  v.  sore  woundes  he  wan)  tlie 
victorye  of  hem ;  and'  browte  the  damyselle,  pe  soule  of  Adam,  vnto 

'  leaf  190,  back,  col.  1. 


LV.     THE    STEPMOTHER    FOILED.       STORY.       HARL.  7333.  237 

the  palys  of  hevene.     Ad  quod  jpalacium  pevducaf  nos  Rex  Regum  ! 
amen. 

[LY.  ] 

CLIPODIUS  A  WYSE  m,lVEROUR. 

(how  a  stepmother  who  wished  TO  FAVOUR  HER  OWN  SON  WAS  FOILED.) 

Clipodius  was  a  wyse  EmperoM?'  reignynge  in  the  citee  of  Eome, 
and?  his  possession)  was  moche ;  the  wiche  weddid'  the  dowter 
of  a  kynge,  callid'  kinge  assireoruw,  &  she  was  faire  and? 
glorious  in  ^  syght,  and*  hrowte  forthe  a  faire  sone ;  but  she  dide  in 
hix  chQdebed?.  And'  aftir  hir  dicese,  Jje  Empe?'oure  weddid*  anojjer 
woman),  and*  gate  on)  hir  a  childe ;  and'  bothe  childerin  he  sent  to 
fer  contree,  for  to  be  forsteridi,  &  browte  vp.  so  in  a  certeyne  tyme, 
the  wyf  of  the  Emperoui-'  saide  to  him,  "  sir,  my  lorde,  hit  is  x.  yere 
agoon)  sithe  I  bare  a  sone,  &  sawe  him  neuer  sithe  I  bar*  him ;  and* 
Jjerfore  I  be-seche  yow,  pat  ye  sende  after  him,  that  I  may  see  him, 
&  have  sum  loye  of  my  birthe."  )jenne  saide  the  Empe?-oure, 
"  Dame,  ]jou  wot  welle,  that  I  gate  a-noper  sone  of  my  first  wyf,  and* 
he  is  w?'t7i  him ;  &  Jjej-for  yf  we  sencJ  for  the  ton),  the  toj^e?-  must 
come  also."  thenne  saide  she,  "  sir,  I  assente."  Jjenne  the  Emperour 
sent  for  hem),  an(J  thei  come  bothe.  And*  whenne  thei  wer*  I-come, 
they  wer*  to  syght  of  alle  men)  faire  and*  welle  I-shapin),  "wel 
I-norsshid*,  &  welle  I-norturid* ;  and?  thei  wer'  so  like,  that  vnnejje 
the  on)  myght  be  knowen)  from)  the  toper  v^iih  eny  man),  but  onlye 
of  the  fadir.  Thenne  saide  the  wyf,  "  gode  lorde,  telle  me  whiche 
is  my  child',  for  sopely  I  know  not  wheper  of  hem  is  myn)  ?"  )5enne 
he  leyde  his  honde  vpon)  pe  childe  that  he  hadde  Vfiih  the  firste 
■wyf,  an(5  saide,  '*  lo  !  this  is  thi  sone,"  And*  whenne  he  hadde  so 
tolde  hir,  she  lovitJ  and*  pikicJ,  fedde  ancf  taw3te  this  childe,  trowing 
that  he  had*  be  the  same  that  she  bare ;  &  hilie  dispisid'  hir  owne 
sone,  trowinge  that  he  was  hir  stepson),  whenne  the  Emperoure 
sawe  her  gret  vnkyndnes,  that  she  wolde  not  love  bothe  y-like,  he 
said*  to  hir,  "  woman,  I  have  deseyvid*  the ;  for  that  child*  that  thow 
norisshest  so  moche,  is  not  thjTie,  pat  opere  is  thi  childe,  that  pou 
lovist  not."  What  dude  she  but  lefte  that  childe,  and'  was  a  boute, 
in  al  that  she  myjt,  to  plese  that  oper.     And*  whenne  the  Emperoure 
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saw  that,  he  saide  to  hir,  "  dame,  I  have  yit  deseyvicf  the,  for  he  is 
not  thi  sone  ;  and'  yit  thow  shalt  not  knowe  more  sekyrnesse  of  me, 
but  I  wolle  that  thow  wite,  that  on)  of  thes  Is  thi  sone,  that  thow 
bare."  )jeh)  she  knelid'  downe  vpoii)  hir  knees,  and'  said',  "  lord,  for 
his  love  that  hinge  vpon)  the  crosse,  do  tel  me  in  certen)  whiche  of 
hem  is  my  sone,  withe  oute  cauillacion)."  "For  sothe,"  quod'  the 
Emperour',  "  thou  shalt  not  know,  vnto  the  tyme  that  thei  come  tc 
hir  ful  age,  by  cause  that  I  wolle  pat  Jjou  love  hem  bothe  I-lyke. 
For  whenne  I  saide  fis  was  jji  childe,  |jou  lovedest  al  him,  &  nothing 
Hhe  o])er ;  and'  whenne  I  saide  fat  ojjer  was  thi  childe,  fou  tendeist  al 
to  him,  and'  dispisidist  fat  ofere ;  ancJ  ferefor*  I  wolle,  that  thow 
love  hem  bo>e  i-lyke^  welle."  anc^  so  she  dude  indede,  til  tyme  that 
thei  come  to  hir  lawful  age,  and'  mannys  degree;  &  thenne  the 
Emperoure  tolde  hir  in  certeyne  whoo  was  hir  childe,  wher  thorow 
she  was  gladde,  and'  fxil  welle  a-payde  in  herte. 

MORALITEE. 

DEre  frendes,  this  Emperoure  is  oure  lorde  Ihesu  Criste.  Thes 
too  childerin)  befe  chosen)  creatures,  &  wickid'  creatoz«-s. 
the  moder  is^  holie  chirche,  jje  whiche  norshithe  bofe  the 
goods  &  the  eviH: ;  For  go(J  wolle  not  that  hit  be  certeyne  to  holye 
chirche,  who  is  choson),  and'  who  is  not ;  For  yf  holye  chirche  knew 
it,  she  wolde  love  on),  &  hate  the  ofer,  and'  thenne  charite  shulde  be 
distroyecF,  and'  men)  shulde  live  ia  discorde.  but  in  the  day  of 
dome  hit  shalle  be  declaricP,  who  is  chose,  &  who  is  not  chose ;  and' 
period  late  vs  do  so  in  this  worlde,  that  we  mowe  be  choson)  vnto 
the  fest  that  euer  is  newed',  and'  neuer  wexithe  olde.  Ad  quod  nos 
pexducat  Ilex  viuens  in  secnla  !     Amen. 

[  i^VI.  ] 
POLEMIUS  AN  EMP^iJOURE. 

(how   an    EMPEROR   BEQUEATHED    HIS    EMPIRE    TO    THE   MOST 
SLOTHFUL    OF    HIS    SONS.) 

Olemius  was  an  Emperoiu'e  in  the  cetee  of  Eome,  fe  whiche 
hadde  iij.  sonnes,  that  he  moche  lovid'.     So  as  J)is  Empe7-oure 
laye  in  a  certeyne  nyght  in  his  bedde,  he  thowte  to  dispose 
'  leaf  192,  col.  1.     [leaf  191  is  out  of  place,  it  should  follow  leaf  192.] 
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his  Empii-',  &  lie  thoujt  to  yeve  his  kyngdome  to  the  slowest  of  his 
sones.  he  callid!  to  him  his  sonnes,  &  saide,  "  he  that  is  the  sloweste 
of  yow,  or  most  slewthe  is  in),  shall  have  my  kyngdom)  aftir  my 
discese."  "  Jjenne  shaH  I  have  hit,"  quocB  the  Eldest  sone  ;  "  for  I 
am)  so  slowe,  and'  swiche  slewthe  is  in  me,  that  me  hadde  leuer  late 
my  fote  brynne  in  the  fyi"*,  whenne  I  Sitte  ])er  by,  than)  to  wit/idrawe, 
&  save  hit."  "  I^ay,"  quod'  the  secounde,  "  yit  am  I  moi-*  worthi 
thanne  fow ;  for  yf  case  that  my  necke  wer*  in  a  rope  to  be  hongid' ; 
an(J  yf  fat  I  hadde  my  two  hondes  at  ^wille,  and  in  on)  honde  pe 
Ende  of  fe  Eope,  ancT  in  that  o\>er  honde  a  sharpe  swerde,  I  hadde 
levir  dye  ande  be  hongid,  fan)  I  wolde  styr'  myn)  arme,  and'  kitte  the 
Eope,  whereby  I  myte  be  savid?."  "  hit  is  I,"  quod  the  thirde,  "that 
shalle  Eegne  aftir  my  syre,  for  I  passe  hem  bothe  in  slewthe.  yf  I 
lygge  in  my  bedde  wyde  opyn),  &  fe  Eeyne  Eayne  vppon)  bojje 
myn)  yen),  yee,  me  hadde  leue?'  lete  hit  Eeyne  hem  oute  of  the  hede, 
than  I  twrnid'  me  opere  to  the  Eight  syde,  or  to  the  lyfte  syde." 
Jjenne  the  Emperouxe  biquathe  his  Empii^  to  the  thirde  sone,  as  for 
the  slowist. 

MORALITEE, 

DEre  frendes,  this  Emperoure  is  the  devil,  that  is  kynge  and? 
fadir  a-bove  al  childerin)  of  pryde.  By  the  first  sone  is  vndir- 
stonde  the  man,  that  dwellithe  in  a  wickid'  sitee  or  place,  by 
the  whiche  a  flavme  of  fire,  scil.  of  synne,  is  stirte  to  him ;  &  yit 
it  is  moche  I-sene,  that  he  hadde  leue/*  brynne  yn)  synne  withe  hem), 
thanne  Eemeve  from)  the  companye.  By  the  secounde  sonne  is  he 
vndirstonde,  that  knowithe  welle  hi?/i  selve  to  be  faste?iid'  in  the 
cordes  &  bondes  of  synne,  and'  wolle  not  smyte  hem)  aweye  w^t7i  the 
swerde  of  his  tonge ;  and?  hadde  leuer  be  hongid?  for  hem  in  belle, 
thanne  to  be  shriven  her*,  bi  the  thirde  sone,  vpon)  whom)  water 
dropis,  boJ)2  of  the  rijt  ye  &  of  the  lyfte,  is  vndirstonde  he  that^ 
hurithe  the  doctrine  of  the  ioyes  of  paradys,  ancJ  of  the  paynis  & 
tormentes^  of  helle,  and'  wolle  not  for  slownesse  of  wytte  torne  him 
to  the  Eight  syde,  scil.  to  leve  synne,  for  love  of  the  Ioyes,  ne  to 
the  left,^  seil.  to  leeve  synne,  for  drede  of  pejnis,  but  lithe  stille  in 

'  leaf  192,  col.  2.       *  but^,  MS.       '  that  he  that,  MS.       "  tornementes,  MS. 
*  The  scribe  has  here  by  nc<jl\(jetice  rejjcuted  nearly  four  lines. 


240      LVII.    ALEXANDER   AJfD    THE    BASILISK.       STORY.       HAEL.  7333. 

synnys  vnmevabely ;  ancF  swiclie  wolle  have  the  kyngdom)  of  helle, 
&  not  of  hevene.  A  quo  nos  liberet,  et  ad  quod  nos  pevducat  wipexa- 
tur  serripev  iure  Regnans  /    amec). 

[  LVII.  ] 
ALEXANDIE  AN  EMPJJiZOURE. 

(how   ALEXANDER    KILLED    A    BASILISK   THAT    HAD    DESTROYED 
A   GREAT    PART    OF    HIS    ARMY.) 

Alexandir  was  a  my3ti  Emperoui'  in  the  citee  of  Eome,  J?e 
whiche  bisegid!  a  citee  of  fe  kynges  of  Egipte ;  in  tyme  of 
whiche  besegeing^  he  loste  many  knyghtes,  and'  men)  of  his 
hoste ;  and'  that  mthe  owtin  wounde,  he  knew  not  howe ;  but 
sodenly  euery  day  the[y]  fiUe  downs  dede.  Alexandir  hadde  her  of 
grete  wonder,  &  grete  hevinesse  ferwithe ;  and'  Jierefoi'*  he  lete  be 
browte  to  him  wyse  philesophris,  that  wer"  wyse  &  experte  in  diuerse 
siens,  &  he  saide  to  hem,  "  goode  maisteres,  I  pray  yow  shewithe  me 
yovr*  witte,  &  teUithe  me  how  it  is,  that  my  men)  fus  deyithe 
sodenlye,  w^t7^oute  eny  stroke  or  hurtyng^."  "sir,"  qno(J  on),  "hit 
is  no  mervayle,  for  ther*  is  a  cocautrice  withe  in  the  walle ;  and'  as 
ofte  tyme  as  she  hatha  enye  syght  of  youre  men),  fei  bethe  dede, 
thorowe  the  venyme  that  passitlie  from)  hir  syght."  Jjenne  saide 
Alexandir,  "Is  fer  no  Remedy  a-yenste  that  sorye  beste?"  ''yis," 
quod'  they,  "a  goode  Eemedye.  late  sette  a  bright  myrroMT*  wel 
I-polyshid'  betwene  yowr  host  and'  the  cockatrice ;  and'  thenne, 
whenne  she  wolle  loke  f  orthe,  she  shalle  loke  in  the  glas,  &  hir  owne 
beholdyng  shalle  bowe  &  passe  to  hir  ayene  ;  &  she  shalle  be  deseyuid', 
aud'  dye,  &  oure  men  shul  be  savid'  fro  dethe."  J?e  Emperom*  didde 
in  dede  as  the  philesophir  conseilid'  him ;  and'  so  anoon)  whenne  fe 
myrro?«r  was  I-sette  vp,  pe  cockautrice  was  slayne,  &  fey  entrid'  into 
Jie  citee,  &  whoiuie  hit. 

MORALITEB. 


D 


Ere  Frendes,  this  Emperoure  may  welle  be  callid'  Eche  Cristin 
man),  that  hath  an  host  to-geder  of  vertuys'^;   for  with  oute 
the  host  of  vertuys  may  no  man)  fy3te  gostly.     The  sitee,  that 
'  leaf  192,  back,  col.  1.  ^  vertuous,  MS. 
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we  owe  to  be-sege  abowte,  is  Jjb  worlde,  in  the  wbiche  is  an)  liie 
castelle,  scil.  Vanltas  vanitatum,  ]3is  is  to  seye,  Vanite  of  vanytes ; 
&  in  the  walle,  scil.  vanite,  is  a  cokautrice,  scil.  pryde  of  lyfe ;  wionge 
covetise  of  yen),  and'  wronge  covetise  of  fleslie  ;  and'  thorow  this  pryde 
bethe  vnnumberable  peple  in-fecte  and'  dede,  in  eue?-lastinge  detlie. 
And'  ])cre  iov'  ther  is  a  goode  Eeuiedye,  scil.  to  co?zsidre  thin  ownc 
foulnesse,  howe  that^  fou  nakid'  eutredist  into  the  worlde,  &  wit/i 
what  kynne  clo])  fou  ert  I-cladde  in)  fin  endyng.  Yf  enye  niaii) 
askithe  wherfore  &  whie  a  proude  man)  deyethe  ])erefov'  euerlast- 
ingely  1  sothely  hit  is  for  the  host  of  ve?'tues  failithe ;  and'  ferfor*  I 
saye,  sete  ^vp  a  clei'  myrroMr^  scil.  an  holy  conscieiis,  &  by  that 
co?Jsciens  considre  thi  foulenesse,  febilnesse,  &  fragilitee,  and'  so 
thow  shalt  see  thin  owne  faute.  &  fenne,  yf  the  cocautrice  be 
destroyed',  scil.  pryde  of  lyfe,  wronge  covetise  of  yen),  and'  wronge 
covetise  of  fleshe,  certenlye  ])ou  shalt  entre,  &  wynne  the  citee  off 
hevene,  &c. 

[  LA^III.  ] 
ERACLIUS  A  WISE  EMP^i^OURE. 

(how    THE    SENTENCES    OF    A    CERTAIN    EMPEROR    WHEN    ONCE    GIVEN 

WERE    UNALTERABLE.) 

E Radius  was  a  wise  Emperoure  Reignynge  in  the  citee  of  Rome ; 
and'  he  ordeynid'  for  a  lawe,  that  yf  enye  dome  wei''  yeve  to 
enye  trespassoure,  hit  shulde  stonde,  with  owte  mercy,  hit 
happid'  in  a  certeyne  tyme,  as  he  satte  at  his  mete,  ther  come  a 
straunger  from  fer  contree  j  and'  he  accusid'  a  kny3t  of  tresoune,  and' 
saide  that  he  had'  slayne  a-no]3ere  knyght  of  the  Emperozws.  whenne 
the  Emperoure  had?  harde  this  accusynge,  he  Avas  hili  hevi,  &  saide, 
"how  knowist  thow  that  he  slowhe  him]"  "  yis,"  quod'  he,  "I 
know  welle  I-nowe ;  For  they  too  yede  to  geder  in  pilgrimage,  &  he 
come  a-yene,  and'  not  that  ojjere ;  and'  whenne  I  sperid'  of  him  wher* 
was  his  felowe,  he  saide,  he  wist  not ;  &  I  sawe  his  clothis  yvi^h  this 
man)  that  come  home ;  and'  this  is  an  opyn  Evidense,  that  he  hadde 
slayne  him."  )peune  the  Emperoure  in  his  wrethe  seide  to  his 
centurio,  ])at  he  shulde  feche  that  kny3t,  to  torment*  to  be  demid' 
and'  dampnid?.  and'  so  he  was.  And'  as  centurio  ladde  the  kny3t  to 
'  hit,  MS.  *  leaf  192,  back,  col.  2. 
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the  lubet,  as  lie  shulde  be  liongiJ,  lie  sawe  the  kny^t  in  the  weye, 
in  goode  poynte  &  helthe,  that  was  saide  to  be  slayne.  And'  thenne 
senturio  browte  hem  bothe  to  the  Emperoure ;  and'  whenne  ]>e 
Empe?'oure  sawe  hem),  he  was  hiliche  y-greuid',  and'  in  his  hihe 
wrethe  he  saide  to  the  fyrste  kny3t,  "I  deme  the  to  be  dede,  for 
thowe  were  dampnid'."  And'  thenne  he  saide  to  the  secounde,  "  I 
deme  also  to  the  the  same  dejje,"  And'  fenne  saide  to  the  thirde 
kny3t,  centurio,  "  I  deme  pe  also  to  be  dede,  for  I  sent  the  to  sle  the 
man,  &  with  thi  turnyng  a-yene  thow  brekist  my  comaundement." 

MORALITEB. 

'1^'^Ovv,  suis,  this  Empej'oure  is  cm:'  lorde  Ihe-sn  crist,  that  ordeynid' 
\  for  a  lawe,  that  aftir  a  dome  yevin  shnlde  be  no  mercye  or 
Jl.  1  grace.  But,  siris,  ye  shulle  vndirstonde,  Jjat  doom  of  holye 
chirche  is  in  twoo  mane?-es,  scil.  Triumpliantis,  of  ouercomynge,  ^the 
wliiche  shalle  be  in  the  day  of  dome,  and'  also  of  Militantis,  of 
deservinge,  pe  whiche  is  euerye  daye.  Of  the  furste  doome  spekithe 
the  lawe  of  god',  but  not  of  the  secounde.  The  first  kny3t,  that  was 
y-dampnid',  is  a  man  that  was  accusid'  that  he  dude  ayenste  the 
comaundemente  of  god',  whenne  that  he  yete  of  the  appille ;  for  yf 
he  had'  not  tastid'  the  appiH,  he  shulde  neuer  have  tastid'  dethe. 
The  secoz/nde  kny3t,  that  was  cause  of  his  dethe,  is  the  devil,  that 
tempticJ  man ;  and'  for  that  he  was  dampnid!  eue?'lastynglye.  And' 
the  thirde  kny3t,  that  wolde  not  obeye  to  the  law,  betlie  thes  luges 
of  holy  chirche,  &  also  temporali  luges,  that  for  favoure  and!  averice 
leevith  that  fat  is  iuste  and'  Ej^ghtf ulle  for  worldlye  goodes ;  anrp 
jjerfor^  thei  goo  to  eue/dastyng^  peyne.  And'  Jje?'efore  late  vs  obeye  in 
alle  thinges  to  god',  that  we  be  not  dampnid'  for  owr*  inobedience,  &c. 

[  LIX.  ] 
FULGEiq'CIUS  A  WISE  EMP^i20URE. 

(how    a    SERPENT    PUNISHED    THE    INGRATITUDE    OF    A    KNIGHT.) 

'IVlgencius  was  a  wise  Emperoure  Reignyng  in  the  citee   of 
Eome ;  in  the  Empu''  of  whome  fere  was  a  knyght  namid' 
sedechias;   and'  this  knyght  weddid!  a  fair  woman),  of^  pe 
kynrede  of  levi,  but  she  was  fon,  &  biter ;  and'  in  hir  house  dwelte 
'  leaf  191,  col.  1  (see  note  1,  p.  238).  ^  andr,  MS. 
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a  serpente  of  longe  tyme,  in  his  cave,  this  hny3t  lovid'  welle 
tornemente*'  &  lustinge,?,  and'  he  hauntid'  hem)  so  muche,  that  he  was 
I-come  to  grete  nede  &  poue?*te  by  hem) ;  and'  |)e/'for*  he  wepte,  & 
made  muche  lamentacion).  so  in  a  certen  daye,  as  the  kny3t  in  his 
hevines  walkid'  by  the  cave  of  the  serpente,  he  harde  a  voyse  seiug 
to  him,  "  Whi  erte  thowe  so  hevy  ]  do  aftir  my  cowsaiH,  and'  thow 
shalt  have  consolacion)."  "  yis,  sir,"  quod'  the  kny^t,  "  that  I  wolle 
do  Redelye,  withe  conducion)  that  thow  dehuer  me  from)  this  anger 
fat  I  dwelle  in."  theniie  saide  the  sarpent,  "  I  am  a  beste,  and'  I 
have  hei''  in  myn  hole  kytlingis,  that  I  have  browt  forthe ;  &  they 
bethe  Eyght  feble,  for  favte  off  noreshynge,  andf  po\x  haste  mylke 
I-nowhe  in  thi  house;  and'  yf  thoAV  wolte  eche  day  serve  my 
chylderin)  of  sufficeant  milke,  wherby  we  mowe  be  susteynic?,  I  shalle 
make  the  to  be  avauncid'  jperior'  vuto  ful  grete  avaunceme/zt."  when) 
the  kny3t  harde  thes  wordes,  he  grauntid'  to  do  as  pe  serpente  seide, 
with  oute  faile.  Anoon)  he  ordeynid'  a  vessel  afor*  hir  hole,  and'  put 
fe/in  eue/i  daye  milke,  that  the  serpent  withe  his  briddis  myght 
licke  hit  oute ;  and'  thus  he  norisshid!  hem  be  mony  dayes.  And' 
with  in  shorte  tyme  the  knyjt  ^was  avaunsid'  to  his  Richesses,  anc¥ 
grete  dignite  he  hadde ;  and'  "his  wyf  hadde  a  faire  sonne,  &  Ipere 
faylid'  no  thinge  that  he  desirid'  to  have,  hit  happid'  afterward',  in 
a  certepie  nyght  Jje  wyf  saide  to  hir  husbonde,  as  thei  laye  on)  bed', 
"  My  lorde,  we  be  now  Eiche  peple,  &  we  haii)  yonge  childerin),  [the 
whiche  lackyn]  J)e  litle  porcion)  of  milke  that  we  vsyn  to  yeve  to  the 
serpente ;  for  oure  childerin)  haue  none,  and'  we  haue  longe  tyme 
fedde  fere  -with  pe  serpente  &  hir  whelpes."  jpenne  saide  he,  "  what 
yf  she  go  thenne  fro  owre  howse  awey  1 "  )3enne  saide  she,  "  I 
Eede  thenne,  that  she  and'  alle  hir  whelpis  be  slayne ;  and'  thenne 
we  shuH  be  deliuerid'  fro  a  grete  servitute."  And'  the  kny3t  ordeyni($ 
a  grete  hamoure,  an  1'  yede  to  the  hole,  and'  waytid'  fere,  whenne  fat 
the  serpent*  wolde  putte  oute  hir  hede,  to  licke  milke  of  the  vessel ; 
&  whenne  he  saw  hir  hede  oute,  he  smote  in  al  the  myght  of  his 
body  to  the  serpent ;  but  the  serpente  drow  hir  hede  a-yene  so 
appelye,  and'  so  sodenlye,  that  the  strook  hitte  al  vpon)  the  vesselle. 
and'  soone  aftir   this  fals  traytorie,  that  the  knyglit   dude  to   the 

'  leaf  1'.)],  col.  2. 
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serpent,  lie  loste  his  cliilde,  his  goodes,  and'  al  his  dignites  ;  and  that 
he  was  in  as  grete  nede  and  myschef  as  euere  he  was  afore.  And 
whenne  he  sawe  that,  he  seyde  to  his  wyf,  "  Alias  and  woo  may  be 
to  vs  bothe,  that  euere  I  dude  af tir  thi  counsaille ;  for  as  longe  as 
we  norisshed  the  serpente^  we  liadde  alle  goodes  ! "  jjenne  spake 
she,  &  saide,  "  I  yafe  the  eville  consaiH ;  but  goo  ayene  to  the  hole, 
and  meke  the  to  hu*,  &  loke  yf  she  wolle  be  graciouse  to  sende  vs 
oure  goodes  a-yene."  J?e  kny3t  went  a-yene  to  the  denne,  &  wepte 
bitterly,  and  prayde  the  serpente  of  grace  and  foryevenes ;  and  he 
behite  hir  fro  that  day  forthewardes,  that  he  wolde  serve  hir  as  welle 
as  he  dude  before,  and  muche  better,  thenne  seide  the  serpent, 
"  jN"owe  I  see  thow  erte  a  foole,  for  wherto  prayst  Jjou  by  movthe  and 
not  withe  Jjyne  herte  1  For  thow  may  not  saye  bute  that  the  stroke 
of  fe  hamour*,  that  felle  vpon)  the  vesselle,  sholde  have  smetin)  me  ; 
&  Jjerefoi*  I  smothe  fe  a-yene  withe  oute  faylinge,  what  tyme  that  I 
smote  thi  childe  to  dethe  for  the,  &  took  al  thi  goodes  fro  the  ;  and 
so  be  cause  of  thin  evil  wille  that  thow  mentist  to  me,  and  also  of 
the  grevis  that  I  dude  to  the  ayene,  fere  may  noo  pes  Eegne  betwene 
vs  two."  whenne  the  kny3t  herde  ]jes  wordes,  he  yede  aweye,  and 
endid  a  feble  lyfe. 

MORALITEB 

DEre  frendes,  this  Emperoure  is  fe  fadir  of  h'evene.  the  knyght 
is  eche  Crystin)  man),  in  the  house  of  whom,  scil.  in  his  herte 
dwellithe^  a  serpent,  scil.  Crist,  aftir  J>e  baptim)  dwellithe  in 
him.  Of  that  serpent  spekithe  moj^ses  thus,  Fac  serioentem  eneum. 
&c.  this  is  to  seye,  make  a  serpent  of  bras,  and  that  crist  may 
congruli  be  callid  a  serpent,  is  a  goode  Eeson]).  The  serpent  berithe 
medecyne  &  venym),  sell,  medecyne  in  his  tonge,  &  venym)  in  his 
tayle  ;  so  doth^  oure  lorde  Ihe^u  Crist ;  he  berithe  medecyne  of  euer- 
lastinge  lyf,  and  venym)  of  euerlastynge  peyne,  scil.  he  shaH  yeve  to 
Ms  chosyn)  childerin)*  medecyne  of  euerlastynge  lyfe,  and  to  the 
Avickid  venym)  of  euerlastynge  peyne.  Jpis  serpent,  scilicet^  Ihesus, 
dwellid  after  tyme  off  baptyme  in  the  cave  of  thine  herte ;  and  he 
wolle  that  thow  fede  him  eche  day  withe  fe  milke  of  goode  devocion), 

.  '  leaf  191,  back,  col.  1.  '^  dwellyng,  MS.  '  do,  MS. 

*  childerine  childerine,  MS.  ^  siliset,  MS. 
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for  that  he  shulde  dwelle  Avithe  his  whelpis,  sell,  his  vertues,  in  the 
howse  of  thin  herte  ;  and'  yf  we  do  so,  certenly  we  shulle  mow  have 
a  chylde,  scil.  Jje  werkes  of  me?*cy,  &  of  the  grace  of  gocP,  &  pe 
Eiches  of  the  kyngdom)  of  hevene,  fat  neuere^  shalle  Ende.  But 
alias  !  for  while  fat  a  man  dwellithe  &  stondithe  in  swiche  goode 
state,  the  wyf,  scil.  the  wrecchid'  fleshe,  stiritfi.  a  man)  to  kylle  the 
serjjsnte,  scil.  criste,  by  dedlye  synue ;  ancf  so  at  the  stiringe  of  the 
fleshe,  the  wrecchid?  man)  havinge  no  thou3t  of  parilis  to  come,  takithe 
the  hamou?'e  of  synne,  &  purposithe  to  sle  Criste.  but  fe  serpent 
takithe  in  hir  hede ;  so  dofe  Criste  -with  vs ;  he  with  drawithe  his 
power'  fro  vs,  ancJ  latithe  the  strooke  falle  vpon)  the  vesseUe,  scil. 
oure  soule ;  for  the  soule  shaH  be  y-smyte/i  of  the  sjnnes  of  the 
body.  But  whenne  a  man)  seefe  the  venieaunce  of  gocJ  come  to  hi?/i 
ferfor',  by  weye  of  sekenes,  lost  of  godis,  de]j,  poue?-te,  ang?-e,  or  eny 
ojjere  tribulacion),  fenne  he  begynnythe  to  aske  his  grace,  &  his 
mercye.  For  swiche  men)  sorowithe  moor*  for  the  wrecchidenesse 
that  thei  han  her",  fenne  thei  do  for  Jje  wrethe  of  gocf ;  and'  Jjerefor* 
seithe  the  wyse  man  of  swiche  oflfencion),  ancP  lowli  askynge  of  grace, 
Est  qui  nequitex  se  humiliat,  cicins  intenora  dolo  sunt  jplena,  He 
lowife  him  wickidlye,  \ai  is  Wit/i  ynne  ful  of  falshede.  As  fe  thef 
whenne  he  gofe  to  the  lebette,  he  sorowjje  mor*  for  the  wrecchidnesse 
that  he  is  bounden)  ynne,  thenne  he  dothe  for  the  wrethe  of  god' ; 
and'  pere  bujje  many  swiche  men  nowe  ^a  dayis,  that  sorowithe  not 
symplely  for  that  that  they  ofFende  god',  but  for  thei  wante  hir  wille. 
and'  period  late  vs  be  euer  besye  to  plese  gocP,  that  we  mowe  have 
the  kyngdome  of  hevene.     Ad  quod  nos  &c. 

[LX.  ] 
ARCHILAUS  AN"  EMP^i20UEE. 

(how  a    false    wife,   who    compassed    the    DEATH    OF    HER    HUSBAND, 
WAS    PUNISHED   BY    A    LION.) 

ARchUaus  Eegnid  Empe?'oure  in  the  citee  of  Eome,  the  whiche 
in  his  age  wedde(d)  a  yonge  gentil  damiselle  to  wyfe  ;  and'  he 
lovid'  hir  moche,  and'  she  hatid'  him  ayene,  ancP  lovi(J  anojjere 
\fiih  alle  hir  herte,  by  wey  of  luste  &  of  fleshelye  lykynge ;  and'  of te 

'   eiirz-e,  MS.  ^  leaf  191,  back,  col.  2. 
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tymes  this  kny3t  synnydf  witJi  liir.    so  this  Emperoz<r,  as  he  lay  onys 
ill  his  bedde,  he  pxirposid?  to  visite  the  holy  londe ;  &  fere  foi''  withe 
owteii)  lenger   delay  he  made  althinge   Eedy  for  to  wende.     And' 
when)  alle  Avas  Eedy,  he  toke  his  leve  at  the  Emperesse,  and'  at  the 
lordes,  and'  yede  his  wey  withe  ])e  name  of  god',     but  what  dude  the 
Emperesse  hut  yede  prevelie,  and'  spake  to  the  mastre  of  Jie  shippe, 
and'  saide  to  him,  "  yf  jjou  wolt  do  for  me  a  thinge,  whiche  I  shalle 
aske  of  the,  I  woUe  yeve  the  what  so  euer  that  thow  wolt  aske  of 
me."     j)\s  man  was  coveitous,  and'  saide  to  hir  a-yene,  "  My  ladye, 
sey  to  me  what  ye  wolle,  and'  I  shaH  fultille  hit,  so  that  ye  yeve  me 
a  gode  mede."    "yis,"  quod'  she,  "  I  shalle  paye  the  a-fore  or  ]?ow  do 
hit,  as  muche  as  poii  wolte  aske  or  have,  so  that  thow  swer*  to  me 
vpun)  an  holy  boke,  |)at   pou  shalte  do  indede  my  purpose,  that  I 
shalle  seye  to  the."     thenne  at  hir  owne  wille  he  made  an  othe,  to 
fulfille  hir  wille  in  that  cas  she  wolde  sey  to  him.     )3enne  spake  she, 
"  My  lorde,"  quod  she,  "  shalle  nowe  passe  the  see  in  jour  shippe ; 
&  IpereioT^,  sithin  it  is  in  youre  power',  castithe  him  ouer  the  horde, 
w'henne  ye  bethe  in  the  mydes  of  the  water,  and'  thow  shalte  have 
thi  mede,  withe  muche  thanke."     "  this  shaH  be  doon),"  quod'  he ; 
"  so  that  he  onys  be  enterid'  the  shipe,  fow  shalt  neuer  se  him  after." 
Anoon)  she  paide  to  him  as  muche  as  euer  he  wolde  aske,  &  he  yede 
his  weye.    whenne  the  shippe  was  Eedy  in  al  poyntes,  the  Emperoure 
enterid  in  to  the  shippe ;  and'  whenne  he  was  in  pe  myddis  of  the 
see,  the  mastre  of  the  shippe  caste  oute  the  Emperoure  in  to  the  see ; 
an(J  thenne  he  turnid'  a-yene  to  the  Emperesse,  and'  ^  tolde  to  hir  how 
that  he  hadde  don),  and'  she  was  glacJ  I-nowe  withe  aunswer*.     The 
Empero'wr,  as  the  grace  of  god'  wolde,  lernid'  to  swymme  in  his 
yowthe ;  and'  that  was  happelye  lernicP,  for  in  this  cas  it  stode  hrm 
in  gode  stede ;  and'  by  his  connynge,  &  withe  grete  laboure  and' 
bitter  teris,  he  swam,  &  praid'  god',  for  he  we«de  neuer  to  have  passid' 
withe  lyf'e.     and'  as  he  caste  vp  his  hede,  and'  lokicP  a-bovte  him,  he 
sawe  in  the  medil  of  the  see  a  litle  He,  fulle  of  liounes,  leberde*', 
berys,  and'  opere  wylde  hestes.     and!  thenne  he  drowe  him  strongly 
to  that  He,  and'  enterid'  in  to  hit,  and'  yede  in  hit,  and'  coude  noon) 
ojjere  thinge  see  in  hit  but  bestis.     and'  whenne  he  hadde  ben)  ther 
'  leaf  r.)l,  col.  1  (kill'  l'J3  is  out  of  place,  it  should  follow  104). 
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iij.  dayes,  he  sawe  a  yonge  lione  fight  -with  an)  olde  libard',  and'  the 
j^onge  Hone  was  ny  ouercome  by  Jie  libard'.  the  Emperoiu''  seing 
this,  hadde  grete  conpassiouri)  of  the  yonge  lione,  in  so  muche  Jj«t  he 
drowe  oute  Ms  swerde,  and'  slow  the  libard' ;  and'  whenne  the  lione 
sawe  that  grete  kyndnesse,  he  forsoke  neuer  the  Emperoure,  but 
folovid'  him  euere  as  his  lorde,  wher'  so  euer  he  yede.  and'  enerye 
daye,  whenne  the  lion)  had  take  his  prey,  he  browte  hit  to  the 
Etnperoure  j  an(f  fe  Emperoiir  smote  onte  fire  of  a  stone,  and'  sejje 
his  mete,  as  welle  as  he  my3t ;  and'  so  withe  swiche  fedinge  he  livid' 
many  dayes,  by  the  praye  of  the  lion).  The  Emperoure  vsid'  eche 
oJ>er  day  to  walks  to  the  see  syde,  for  to  aspie  yf  he  myght  see  eny 
shippe  come.  So  in  a  certeyn)  daye,  as  he  yede  thedir  for  to  wayte 
For  a  shippe,  yf  he  myght  see  eny  shippe  come,^  he  sawe  ooiJ 
drivinge  withe  a  grete  ympet ;  and'  thenne  he  cride  to  hem  that  wer* 
ther  in);  and'  whenne  the  shippemen)  sawe  him  stonde,  Jjci  had'  grete 
marvayle,  and'  come  to  him.  ))enne  saide  he  to  hem,  "  takithe  me 
-with  yow,  &  I  shaH  paye  yow  what  that  ye  woUe  haue."  }pey  toke 
hhn  ynne,  and'  the  lioune  folowid'  aitir  in  fe  see ;  and'  whenne  the 
shipmen)  saw  him  in  poynte  of  perducion),  they  hadde  pite  of  him, 
and'  toke  him  into  the  shipp.  And'  whenne  thei  come  to  the  londe, 
the  Emperoure  paide  hem  as  moch  as  the[i]  wolde  aske  of  him,  and' 
toke  the  waye  toward  his  palis  ;  and'  euer  the  Hon)  folowid'  him.  And' 
whenne  he  was  nye  the  palyse,  he  hurde  harping,  luting,  pipinge, 
tromping,  &  ^pe  symphonic,  withe  al  mane?'  of  musike ;  and'  as  he 
stode,  and'  harde  this  grete  melodye,  J)ere  come  on)  oute  at  the  yate, 
whom  the  'Emperour  knew  welle,  but  he  knew  not  the  Emperoure. 
thenne  saide  the  Emperoure,  "  what  menis  al  this,  der*  frende,  that 
this  melode  is  made  hei''  to-daye  1 "  "  sir,"  qnod'  the  o])e?-e,  "  for  my 
ladye  the  Emperes  is  wedditf  this  daye;  and'  ferefor*  ther  is  a 
passaunt  feste  y-made  of  lordes  of  the  Empire,  and  of  all  hir  fre?idis  ; 
and'  for  that  cause  bethe  curiovs  mynstreH  gaderid'  in  the  halle,  to 
make  hir  solace."  Jjenne  saide  the  Emperoure,  "sir,  I  pray  yowe, 
wher^  is  he  that  was  hir  Emperoure  &  hir  husbonde  afoi''  1 "  "  sir," 
quod'  that  olpere,  "  he  yede  to  the  holy  londe,  &  he  was  dreynte 

'  Two  lines  are  negligently  repeated  here  hy  the  scribe, 
•  leaf  1  '.M.  col.  2. 
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thorow   tempest."     ]5eiine  pe  Empe?'o???*  praid?  him,   that  he  wolde 

vouchesafe  to  ber*  his  eroude  to  the  ladye,  or  to  him  that  hadde 

weddide  hir,  scil.  for  to  aske  leve  that  he  myght  come  in  to  the  palys, 

and'  pleye  a-fore  hem  withe  his  lione.     and'  pe  squiei''  grauntid'  hit, 

and'  yede  to  the  lorde  &  to  the  ladye,  and'  tolde  hem  that  Ipere  was  a 

faire  olde  man)  at  the  yate,  that  wolde  gladlye  come  in,  for  to  pley 

withe  his  lione  a-fore  yow  &  yoMr  lordes,     Jjenne  saide  he  that  was 

weddicJ,  "  late  him  come  in  hardelye,  ancJ  we  shulle  see  yf  he   be 

worthi  mede  for  his  pleye  ;  for  if  he  do  wel,  he  shalle  have  mede 

I-now."     Now  whenne  the  Emperoi<r  had'  this  aunswere,  he  Enterid? 

into  the  palays,  tristing  in  him  selfe  that  the  lion)  wolde  have  I-made 

a  foule  pleye  Avitlie   ])e  lorde  &  withe  fe  lady ;  but  when)  he  was 

enterid'  in  to  the  halle,  the  lion)  stode  be-syde  him^  as  he  hadde  be  a 

ffonne  shepe,  In  so  muche  that  alle  the  halle  marvaylid',  and'  the 

Emperoure  in  parti  shamid',  that  he  ne  wiste  what  chevisaunce  he 

myght  make.     And?  j!e?'e  for"  he  saide,  &  spake  to  the  lioun),  as  he 

wer*  halfe  in  angere,  "  Sey,  sir  !  Jeo  vous  pri,  have  I-do^  sir  !    wolle 

ye  not  come  of?   late  see!    have  I-do."     And' withe  that  the  lion) 

made  a  brayde  to  the  kny3t,  that  neue;-  noon)  suche  was  I-seeu)  afor* ; 

&  he  worowed'  him,  &  slowhe  him  ;  anc¥  thanne  he  Ranne  to  the 

false  Emperes,  and'  Ravid!  hir  evin)  to  the  bone ;  but  more  harme  did' 

he  not  to  no  man),     whenne  the  lordes  and'  the  company  sawe  this, 

fei  dradde  sore.    Thenne  saide  the  Emperowr  to  hem,  "  su-is,  havithe 

no  drede,  for  here  ye  ^  may  see  opinli  the  venieaunce  of  god' !     this 

woman),  that  nowe  is  her'  dede,  She  was  my  wyf ,  &  I  hir  lorde  ;  and' 

she  helde  this  kny^t  in  a-voAvtrye  vndir  me,  &  falslye  she  caste  my 

dethe,  whenne  I  was  toward'  the  holy  londe,  for  she  made  couenaunt 

with  pe  maister  of  the  shippe,  that  he  shulde  caste  me  ouer  the  borde 

in  to  the  see,  &  so  he  dude  in  dede,  but  god'  savid'  me  fro  dej^e.    And' 

for  I  in  a  tyme  halpe  this  lione  in'  his  nede,  he  wolde  neue?*  sithe 

fayle  me ;  &  now,  as  ye  have  y-seen),  he  hathe  slayne  }>e  traytour*e 

and'  Jje  traytouresse."    whenne  thei  had'  harde  thes  wordes,  thei  lokid' 

vp,  &  knew  him  welle  for  hir  Empe?'oure  and'  lorde ;  &  gladde  thei 

Avei'',  and'  withe  grete  loye  Thonkid'  god'  Jje  savioure,  that  savicJ  him 

fro  fe  dejje. 

'  leaf  194,  back,  col.  1. 
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DEre  Frendis,  this  Emperoure  may  be  wel  callid'  Eclie  Cristin 
man  fat  purpositlie  to  visite  the  holye  londe,  scil.  to  wynne 
euerlastynge  lyfe  by  meritory  werkes.  but  his  wyf,  sciL  his 
fleshe,  grucchithe  a-yenst  the  sprite,  &  lovithe  a  lemau),  scil.  synne, 
thenne  the  Emperowr  gothe  into  a  shippe,  scil.  holy  chirche,  by  the 
which  is^  the  going  to  hevene ;  but  thenne  the  wyf,  scil.  Jje  fleshely 
men),  gope,  &  makithe  fals  suggestions  to  the  prelates  of  holy  chirche, 
and'  blendijj  hem  withe  yiftes,  and'  makithe  he??i  to  put  oute  of  holye 
chirche  swiche  goode  pUgrimis,  as  hathe  ben)  sene  with  many  holy 
men,  and'  specially  Saint  Thomas  of  Caunterbury.  but  what  Remedye 
is  her'for'  1  Certeyne,  to  swymme,  scil.  to  sette  a  goode  hope  in  god', 
and'  thenne  we  shulle  come  to  a  Eeligioh),  scil.  to  the  havinge  of  a 
clene  hert,  kepte  deligentelye  from)  visis  of  pis  vvorlde ;  and'  Ipere  for* 
spekithe  seint  lame  Apostle,  Religio  munda  et  in-maculata  apud 
deum  ^  p^irem  liec  est,  visitare  2mpillos  et  viduas  in  trihulacione 
Eorum,  Sf  inmaculatum.  se  custodire  ah  hoc  secido,  J)is  is  to  seyn),  A 
clene  Eeligion)  and'  vnfilid'  as  to  god'  &  to  the  fadir,  f>is  is  to  visite 
the  fadirles  childerin  and'  widowes  in  hir  tribulacion),  &  to  kejDe  ^him 
selfe  vnfilid'  fro  this  worlde.  ancJ  swiche  a  man  shalle  mete  with  a 
lioune,  to  whome  he  muste  yeve  helpe.  this  lione  is  the  Hone  of  the 
kynrede  of  lade,  scil.  owr'  lorde  Ihesu  crist,  Jje  whiche  fi3te  a-yenst 
a  libarde,  scil.  J?e  devU.  And'  yf  thow  wolt  helpe  him  a-yenst  Jje 
devil,  dowtles  he  woUe  be  withe  the,  &  neue?"  for-sake  Tpe  in  al  fi 
nedes ;  as  the  prophet  seithe,  Cum  ipso  sum  in  trihulacione,  y  am 
withe  him  in  tribulacion)  ;■  Z/0?^^^Y^^dJ^/^e  dierum  Repleho  euxa..  Withe 
lenglit  of  days  I  shalle  fulfiUe  him,  scil.  by  lenght  of  lyfe.  ancJ 
thenne  this  lion)  wolle  sette  his  clams  vpon)  the  kny3t  and'  the  wyf, 
scil.  owre  blessid'  lorde  wolle  sette  in  thi  mynde  purpos  of  penaunce 
to  be  don),  an(J  the  whiche  shaH  destroye  boj^e  the  fleshe  &  ]je  synne, 
&  brynge  the  to  blysse,  &c. 

•  it  is,  MS.  '  leaf  194,  back,  col.  2. 
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[  LXI.  ] 
EUFEMIUS  A  EICHE  miFEROUB. 

(the    legend    of    the    life    op    pope    GREGORY.) 

Ufemius  was  a  Eiche  'Emperour  in  the  citee  of  Eome ;  and!  he 
,     had?  a  sone,  &  a  dovvter.     And'  as  the  Emperoure  Eode  in  a 
J  certeyne  day  by  the  foreste,  he  harde  melodye  of  the  harpe, 
&  he  leyde  goode  er>  ther  to.     And*  at  the  last  he  callid«  to  him  a 
philesophir,  &  saide  to  him,  "  sey,  Jjou  goode  masti-'e,  what  bymeenyfe 
this    melodie?"      Jpenne    the    clerke    aunswerid',    and'    saide,    "this 
menithe  not  elle^,  but  that  thow  shalt  make  the  Eedy  at  home,  and' 
dispose  thyne  howse,  for  thow  shalt  dye  &  not  live."     "VNHienne  the 
Emperoure  harde  Ipat,  anon)  pere  toke  him  an  infirmite ;  &  he  makid' 
pe  lordes  to  be  callid',  and'  he  saide  to  he??i,  "  Dere  frendes,  I  may 
not  passe  fro  this  infirmite,  and'  Jjerefor"  I  Avolle  make  my  testament 
in  youre  presence ;  and'  [God]  wot,  fat   I  feele  pere  is  no  perile  to 
me,  but   that  I  have  not  marrijd?  my  dowter."     and'  pere  iov'  he 
chargidei  his  sone,  vppon)  his  blessyng,  afor*  alle  pe  lordes,  pat  he 
shulde  mary  his  susti'',— "  and'   as   longe   as   pon   livist,  have  hir 
honorabeli,  for  al  my  mevable    goodes  I    bequethe  to   hir."     And' 
whenne  fis  was  saide,  he  turnid'  liini  to  the  walle,  &  passid'  2 to  gocJ. 
And  the  sone  governed'  the  Empyre,  and'  muche  he  lovid'  &  honorid' 
his  suster,  in  so  much  pat  thei  etyn)  euer  of  on)  messe,  and'  eche  day 
she  satt  in  a  chaii'  a-yenste  him  at  mete,  and'  laye  w/t/i  him  in  a 
chaumbre,  but  in  diuerse  beddes.     hit  happenid'  in  a  certeyne  nyght, 
as  this  Emperour"  laye  a  bedde,  Jjat  pere  come  vpon)  him  so  gret  a 
temptaciou),  that  him  thou3t  bute  yf  that  he  had'  his  desire  withe 
his  suster,  he  most  dye.     he  Eos  vp/je,  &  yede  to  his  susteris  bedde, 
and'  saide  tho  to  hir,  "  Awake,  siste?',  for  j?er  is  come  vpon)  me  swiche 
a  temptaciou),  pat  but  yf  I  lye  be  yowe,  I  am  but  dede."     whenne 
the  suster  hard'  this,  she  saide,  "  A  !  dei''  hmper,  takithe  to  mynde 
that  wordis  pat  my  fadir  .seyde  to  yow,  how  he  c[h]argid'  yowe  for 
my  matrimony  to  be  hadde ;  and'  yf  thow  do  swiche  a  vilany  to  me, 
I  am)  confusid'  for  euermoi-'."     "  Speke  no  swiche  wordes,"  quod'  he, 
"but  yif  to  me  thin  assent."     And'  so  of  hir  bofe  assent  he  laye,  & 
trespassid'"  withe  hir.     And'  they  continuid'  in  this  synne  so  longe, 
'  chargithc,  MS.  "  leaf  193,  col.  1. 
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til  tyme  that  the  suste;*  satt  a-yene  him)  in  a  certen)  daye  at  mete,  in 
swiche  a  colowi^,  that  the  hro]?ere  marvaylid'  pere  of,  &  saide,  "  A ! 
suster,  -what  may  hit  by-meene,  that  thi  visage  is  so  discolowrid'  ? " 
thenne  she  avnswerid!,  and'  saide,  that  hit  was  no  mervayle,  sithe 
she  was  with  childe  by  him.     whenne  he  hard'  that,  he  was  hiliche 
mevicB  in  herte,  and  saide  with  a  grete  voyse,  "  Alias  !  fat  eue?"  I 
was  borne  of  my  modir ! "     )?enne  whenne  she  harde  that  he  sihed' 
so,  'with  a  grete  sorowe  she  saide  to  him,  "  A  !  hvoper,  be  not  hevy, 
for  we  bethe  not  the  furst  that  ha]3e  offendii?  god' ;  bute  lete  vs  be 
abowte  to  besye  vs  now  to  make  amendis,  &  to  plese  god'  a-yene." 
J3en)  saide  he,  "  I  know  welle,  that  god'  is  of  Endles  mercy  ;  but  how 
shulle  we  scape  fe  shame  of  Ipe  worlde  ]  "     Thenne  saide  she,  "hei-* 
two  myle  hens  ther  dwellij?  a  kny3t,  caUid'  Polemus,  an  olde  man)  & 
a  Eiche,  and'  is  I-holde  a  wise  man),     late  vs  telle  oure  counseiH  to 
him ;  &  T  truste  that  he  woHe  yeve  vs  goode  counsaiH,  that  we  shulle 
Escape  worldly  shame."     Thenne  the  Emperoure  sent  for  the  kny3t. 
Whenne  he  was  come,  he  toke  him  to  a  pT'evye  place,  and?  saide  to 
him,  "  A  !  sir,  alias !  may  I  saye,  that  euer  I  was  borne,  for  I  have 
I-done  swiche  a  cryme  withe  my  suster.     telle  me  pere  of,  for  J?e 
pitee  of  god',  how  that  I  may  ascape  wordlj'e  shame,  for  she  is  grete 
withe  childe."     Thenne  the  kny3t  aimswerid',  &  saide,  "god'  is  of 
endles  mercj^e ;  &  do  aftir  my  counsaiH,  and'  dowteles  thow  shalt 
ascape  the  shame  of  the  worlde.     }?ou  shalt  goo  to  the  holy  londe ; 
&  or  thow  goo,  J)ow  shalt  make  be  caUicJ  to  pe  al  the  lordes  and' 
cheveteynis  of  the  Empire,  &  a-for"  hem  alle  thow  shalt  bid'  me,  vp 
peyne  of  l^'fe,  to  kepe  welle  tlii  suster,  by  cause  thow  hast  noon) 
opere  eyr*.     And'  I  shaUe  thenne  vndir-take  hir,  &  so  hit  shaH  ^not 
be  knowen)  to  no  man)  that  she  is  with  childe."     "  jpis  is  a  goode 
counsaiH,"  quodf  the  Emperoure.     and'  pere  for"  he  made  to  be  sente 
aftir,  bi  letteris,  aUe  his  lordes ;  and  alle  thei  come  at  his  day  I-sette. 
And?  thenne  the  Empe?'oure  saide  to  hem,^  "  dei''  frendes,  I  do  yow 
to  wete,  that  I  wolle  visite  the  holye  londe ;  &  Jierefor'  I  comaunde 
yow,  fat  ye  be  obedient  to  my  suster  in  my  absense ;  for  ye  witte^ 
welle,  that  I  have  noon)  heu''  but  hir.     And'  pou,  olde  kny^t  polemus 
by  thi  name,  I  charge  the,  in  peyne  of  13'f,  fat  pou.  have  the  cui''  of 
'  leaf  VJ-.i,  col.  2.  ^  him,  MS.  ■'  witlie,  MS. 
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hir."  wheii)  this  was  seide,  he  toke  his  leve,  &  yede  his  weye  ;  and' 
the  kny3t  brovte  the  sister  of  the  Emj)erour  home  to  his  castiH. 
And'  whenne  his  wyf  hadde  perceyvid'  him  at  a  wyndowe,  comyng 
withe  so  faire  a  ladye,  she  marvaylid',  &  saide  to  hir  selfe,  "  What 
euer  may  this  be?  I  have  ofte  tyme  sene  my  lorde  come  home, 
[but]  neuer  erste  withe  swiche  a  ladye."  She  descendid',  &  yede  to 
him,  &  worshipfiiUye  salude  him,  and'  saide,  "my  worshipful  sir, 
what  ladye  is  this  that  comithe  her'  in  youre  felashipe  1 "  "  be 
stille,"  quod'  the  kny3t,  "  for  this  is  the  suster  of  the  Emperoure, 
anl'  she  is  yevin)  to  me  in  kepyng^,  and'  fere-for'  a-noon)  ley  doun)  thin 
honde  vpon)  a  booke,  that  thow  shalt  kepe  priVe  aUe  that  I  shalle 
now  seye  vnto  Jje."  Anoon)  she  obeyde  to  hir  lorde,  and'  made  a 
othe  at  his  owne  wille.  And'  whenne  this  was  done,  the  kny3t  tolde 
hir  how  the  lady  was  withe  childe  by  the  Emperoure,  hir  brofer, — 
"jjerefor'  I  charge  [the],  that  thowe  serve  hir  euere,  in  fin)  owne 
propre  persone,  and'  noon)  but  thow."  &  whenne  hir  tyme  was 
comen)  oute,  she  browte  forthe  a  faire  sone.  And'  thenne  the  kny3t 
was  gladde  and'  loyfuH ;  he  come  in  to  the  chaumbre,  &  comfortid« 
hir,  &  saide,  "  A !  ladye,  blessid'  be  god' !  ])ow  hast  broute  forthe  a 
faire  sone.  I  Rede  now  that  we  gete  a  preste  to  baptise  him." 
"  ISTay,"  quod'  she,  "  I  make  awoue  to  god',  that  he  that  was  bigete 
betwene^  broker  &  suster,  shalle  neuer  be  baptisid'  for  me,  ne  with 
me."  jjenne  saide  the  kny3t,  ''Dameselle,  the  grete  synne  that  ye 
dude  is  I-now,  fowhe  the  soule  be  not  I-lost  also."  Thenne  saide 
she,  "  Do  as  I  shalle  sey  to  the,  or  ellis  I  shalle  neuer  more  dwelle 
withe  the,  and'  eke  I  shalle  euere  be  thin  Enmye."  Jpenne  saide  the 
kny3t,  "  damiseH,  what  so  euer  ye  shaH:  seye,  I  shalle  submitte  me 
to  youre  wille."  "Do  gete  me^,"  quod'  she,  " a  ler  tonne,  withe  oute 
onye  delaye."  And'  he  dude  so;  ancf  he  browte  to  hir  swiche  a 
tonne,  in  the  mene  tyme  pe  lady  put  to  the  childe  in  fe  cradille, 
and'  sette  at  his  hede  a  sum?«e  of  golde,  and'  a  sum  of  siluer  ^at  his 
feet ;  and'  thenne  she  toke  tables,  and'  wrote  vpon)  hem  thes  wordes, 
"  Al  maner  of  goode  men  in  god',  be  hit  to  yow  knowen,  that  the 
child'  that  lithe  in  his  cradille  was  getyn)  by-twene  brojjere  &  suster, 
comyng  of  kynge^  blode,  and'  he  is  not  yitte  baptisid',  and'  \iere  fore, 
'  betwue,  MS.  =  men,  M.S.  ■'  leaf  193,  back,  col.  1. 
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I  pray  yowe,  fow  I  Expresse  not  to  yew  my  name,  that  ye  woUe 
wouchesaf,  for  the  love  of  god',  that  he  wei''  baptisicJ,  &  Eeuokid?  fro... 
infidelite  and'  mysbileve,"    And'  whenne  this  [was]  writen),  she  ledde 
the  tables  vndir  his^  bosom),  in  the  cradiH,  ancJ  she  keuerde  alle  the 
cradill  witJi  purpur  and'  bisse.^     And'  whenne  this  was   doii),  the 
kny3t  come  in  to  hir,  Eynnynge  with  the  tonne,  &  seide,  "  lo  !  lady, 
fis  is  Eedy."     J?emie  she  badde  him,  pat  he  shulde  put  pe  childe 
wj't^  the  cradel  there  in,  and'  thenne  to  caste  al  in  the  see,  vp  peyne 
of  dethe, — "fat  I  live  not  in  sorow  &  desolacion)."^     &  thenne  he 
toke  the  cradil,  &  putt  it  in  to  the  tonne,  and?  cast  al  in  to  the  see, 
for  plesaunce  of  the  lady.     Aftirward'  this  lady  lay  in  childbed',  by 
space  of  an  fourtenyte ;  and'  as  she  laye  in  the  bedde,  ther  come  a 
messages  from  the  holy  londe.      And'  the  knyjt  sperid'  of  him  ffor 
the  Emperoure,  and'  the  messager  aunswerd',  &  saide,  "  Alas  !  Alias  ! 
bothe  to  yow  &  to  me,  for  Jje  Emperoure,  oure  lord',  is  dede,  &  his 
body  is  broute  to  the  Empeyr",  to  a  certeyn)  castel."     whenne  the 
knyjt  harde  thes  wordes,  he  was  not  a  litle  mevid',  &  amarryd'  in 
mynde,  and'  sor*  he  wepte  ;  &  for  he  kutte  ensundre  alle  his  clothis, 
his  wyf  come  ny,  &  whenne  she  sawe  this  syght,  she  spericJ  the 
cause   of  his  lamentacioii).     "yis,"  quod'  the  knyght,  "I  wend'  to 
have  had'  [of]  my  lord'  good'  vnnumberable,  and  nowe  he  is  dede, 
an(J  so  I  shalle  live  desolat  in  al  the  dayes  of  my  lyfe,"     Whe[n] 
his  wyf  hard'  this,  she  tare  of  alle  the  hei''  of  hir  hede,  &  satte  withe 
him  vpon)  a  donge-hUle,  til  tyme  that  her  sorow  was  sesid'.     and? 
thenne  saide  his  lady,  w/t7i  an  opyn)  voyse,  "sir,  my  lorde,  what 
shuH  we  do  "vvithe  [the]  suster  of  the  Emperoure,  pat  now  lithe  in 
childebed'*?    for  yf  she  harde  telle  that^  he  wer*  dede,  she  shulde 
have  theime  to  muche  sorowe."     Jpenne  seide  he,  "  dame,  for  delay nge 
of  tyme  may  be  hadde  wickyd'  werke.     late  vs  perefore  washe  oure 
visages  for  weping,  &  go  we  to  hir  chaumbre,  that  she  be  comf ortid' ; 
ancJ  thenne  we  shulle  se  and?  knowe  wheper  that  hit  be,  to  telle  hir 
or  ^not."     So  thei  hope  come  in  to  the  chaiimbre,  and'  comfortid  the 
lady.     &  whenne  the  Emperesse  had'  biholden  hir  hevi  cheris,  & 
sawe  signe  off  wepinge  in  hir  visagis,  she  saide,  "  whi  be  ye  so  bevy 

•  hir,  MS.       *  blisse,  MS.       '  desoracione,  MS.       "  in  childe  repeated  iri  MS. 
5  j-f,  MS.  **  leaf  193,  back,  col.  2. 
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this  day  for  that  ye  wei-'  yistirday  ] "  "  hit  is  no  mervayle,"  quod' 
he ;  "  per  is  a  man)  her'  come  fro  the  holy  londe,  &  I  shalle  calle  him 
to  yowe,  and  he  shaH  telle  yow  what  kj'nne  tidynges  that  he  liathe 
hrowte."  The  messager  come  into  the  chaumbre,  and'  Eeuerently 
made  salutacion)  to  the  lad  ye,  and?  knelid  downe  afor*  hir;  and' 
thenne  seyde  she,  "  do  tel  me,  good'  frende,  some  tythinges  of  the 
Emperoure."  "  a  !  lady,"  quod'  he,  "  he  is  dede,  and'  his  body  is  in 
a  certeyn)!  castel,  tyl  tyme  that  he  be  buried'  by  yow."  and'  whenne 
the  Emperesse  harde  pat  worcP,  she  felle  downe  to  the  Erjje,  and'  the 
kny3t  in  an  oper  syde,  and'  his  wyf  in  the  thirde,  &  the  messager  on) 
the  iiij .  and'  pere  was  noon)  of  hem  aH  pat  myght  speke  a  worde,  for 
sorow.  at  pe  laste  the  kny3t  spake,  whenne  he  ha^  longe  leyne,^ 
and?  saide,  "  Arise,  goode  lady,  from  thi  hevines,  for  Swiche  heuines 
&  sorowe  may  sle  the ;  do  co^^fort  thi  selfe,  and'  have  in  thi  niynde, 
that  al  the  Empii-'  is  thin,  and'  in  thin  honde,  and'  in  thi  wille, 
thorow  goode  heritage,  late  vs  Else  fro  this  place,  and'  late  vs  go 
to  the  casteH,  whei-"  as  the  body  is  of  the  Emperoure,  ancJ  late  vs 
worshipfully  burye  him ;  and'  thenne  thinkitlie  to  live  her'  in  this 
worlde  as  wel  as  ye  may,  and'  by  good'  counsaiH  to  gouerne  your 
Empir*,  for  elle*'  hit  woUe  torne  yow  to  grete  harme  and'  vnprofite." 
thenne,  shortly  to  sey,  they  sesyd'  of  Avepyng,  and'  hijd'  to  the 
casteH,  wher  as  was  the  dede  bodye ;  and'  pere  she  Enterid'  in  to 
the  halle.  And'  whenne  she  sawe  the  dede  bodye  lye  in  the  ber', 
she  craccbid'  hir  yen)  &  hir  visage,  tille  the  blode  shadde ;  &  thoo 
she  felle  downe  vpon)  the  dede  body,  &  kiste  him  in  aH  places,  from) 
the  crowne  of  the  hede  to  the  soole  of  the  fete,  whenne  k^ny^tes 
sawe  hir  make  swiche  sorowe,  they  drowhe  hir  fro  the  bei'',  &  ladde 
hir  to  chaumbr*^  &  stillid'  hir  sorowe  in  al  that  thei  coude ;  and'  in 
the  thirde  day  folo^ving  thei  Eeuerently  buried'  him.  and'  the  lady 
gouerned'  the  Empire  witJi  counseiH  of  wise  men).  In  that  tyme 
pere  was  a  grete  Duke,  that  neuer  hact  wyf,  and'  he  was  but  yonge ; 
&  whenne  he  harde  telle  that  the  Empero2/r  was  dede,  and'  that  alle 
the  Empire  was  by  lyne  of  heritage  in  the  hondis  of  the  Emperesse, 
he  thowte  to  him  selfe,  "  that  I  wei''  faire  a-vauncid',  yf  that  I  myght 
gete  that  damiseH  "vnto  my  wyf."  A-noon)  he  sent  messagers  to 
'  creteyne,  MS.  *  eleyne,  MS.  ^  leaf  195,  col.  1. 
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hir,  for  to  wyte  yf  liifc  Avei-'  plesing  to  hir  to  be  his  wyf ;  and?  the 
Emperesse  seut  worde  a-yene  to  him,  that  she  Avolde  not  assent  to 
liini,  ne  to  nooii)  o'pere,  as  by  Aveye  of  matrmionye,  &  that  she  swor*. 
whenne  the  Duke  hadJe  this  aunswer',  he  had!  grate  indignacion) ;  & 
ordeynid'  an  oste,  ancP  yaf  bataiH  so  sor*  ayenste  liir,  that  he  hadde 
gete  al  hir  sitees,  excepte  on),  withe  a  castelle,  to  whiche  she  fiedde. 
And'  thenne  the  dulce  besegid'  long  this  castelle.  And!  as  thei  wei^ 
thus  in  segeing,  the  towne  that  was  I-caste  in  to  the  see  withe  the 
childe,  was  driven)  withe  flodes  vp  and'  downe,  hidir  &  thidir,  tille 
It  come  to  a  certen)  citee.  And  the  kynge  of  that  citee  was  that 
same  tyme  in  the  citee ;  and'  happid'  that  he  walkid'  aftir  myd-daye 
besyde  the  see ;  and'  as  he  lokid'  toward'  the  water,  he  sawe  the 
tonne ;  and'  he  made  shipmen)  to  be  callid',  &  he  chargid'  hem,  that 
thei  shiilde  goo,  and'  fecche  to  him  pat  tonne.  Thenne  said'  J?ei, 
"  Sir,  that  wei*  a  veyne  laboure,  for  hit  is  a  woyde  tonne,  caste  oute 
-with  sum  men)  fro  sum  shippe."  "  What  [of]  that,"  quod'  the  kynge, 
"  thowhe  hit  be  voyde,  yit  wolle  I  have  hit."  whenne  thei  harde 
that,  fey  enterid!  in  to  the  see,  &  browte  the  toune  to  londe.  Tiiey 
openid'  hit,  ancB  sawe  ther  in)  a  faii'e  childe  in  a  cradille ;  and'  thenne 
the  kynge  and'  that  wer'  abowte  merveilid?  hiliche  peroi ;  &  the  kyng 
saide,  "  this  cradill  is  keuerid'  ^\^ih  purpure  and'  bisse ;  hit  may  not 
be  but  pat  he  is  comyn)  of  grete  blode."  And'  anoon)  he  arerid'  vp 
the  childe  witt  his  owne  hondis,  &  there  he  fonde  the  litle  tablis, 
that  the  moder  hadde  putte  vnder  his  bosoro) ;  &  he  openid'  hem), 
and'  Radde,  pat  pQ  chylde  was  by-gete  bitwene  hxoper  &  suster,  & 
that  it  was  not  baptisid';  &  he  Eadde,  that  the  mod//-  jiraid'  him 
that  shulde  fynde  him,  to  make  him  to  be  baptisid',  for  the  love  of 
god'.  &  then)  he  fonde  at  his  hede  a  summe  of  golde,  that  he  my^t 
be  founde  to  scole  withe,  and'  a  nopero.  sum  of  siluer  at  his  fete,  wher 
•with  he  myght  be  norishid'.  whenne  the  kynge  hadde  Eedde  alle 
this,  he  was  gladde,  &  made  the  childe  to  be  baptisid'^ ;  &  he  yafe 
to  him  his  owne  name,  scz7.  Freudricws ;  and'  he  toke  hit  to  one  of 
his  kny3tes  to  be  norishid'.  And'  the  kny3te  Eesseyuid'  the  childe, 
&  norishid'  him ;  and'  p&  chylde  grewe,  &  was  welbelouid'  amonge 
aUe  men).     And'  whenne  he  was  of  sufficient  age,  he  was  sette  to 

'  baptimide,  MS. 
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scole ;  and'  wlienne  lie  was  of  the  age  of  x.  yeer",  he  vsid'  iiistes  & 
turnea,m.entes ;  ^aiid!  euer  he  trowid?  that  he  was  the  sonne  of  the 
kny^t.  and'  in  a  certen)  day,  as  he  lustid'  witli  a  sone  of  the  kny3te.'?, 
he  caste  him  downe  of  his  horse  my^ttef idly ;  and'  whenne  the  moder 
of  pe  knyjte^  sone  harde  that,  Slie  was  hili  hevied',  and  saide  to 
freudricus,^  "  Sey,  boy,  how  dorst  pow  be  so  hardy  to  smyte  downe 
so  my  sonne  1  we  knowe  the  not,  we  not  whens  thow  ert,  but  that 
thow  wer*  founden)  in  a  tonne,  in  fe  see."  Thenne  whenne  freudricus 
harde  thes  wordes,  he  was  not  a  litle  storid'  in  spirit,  and'  saide  to 
hir,  "Dei''  modir,  and'  am  I  not  thi  sonel"  "I  telle  the  certeynli," 
quoct  she,  "her*  is  noon)  pat  knowithe  the,  ne  of  what  kynne  thow 
come."  }5enne  the  yonge  childe  wepte  8001*,  &  yede  to  the  kynge 
withe  an  hevie  cheer',  and'  told'  him  alle  how  that  she  saide  to  him. 
And'  Jjen)  he  saide,  "  my  worshipfiille  lorde,  I  trowid'  fat  I  hadde 
bene  the  sone  of  the  knyjt,  and'  now  I  see  wel  it  is  not  so ;  and' 
pere  foi',  sir,  I  praye  yowe,  sithe  I  was  norishid'  by  yow,  that  ye  wolle 
make  me  a  kny3t,  for  in  this  Eeme  I  simile  no  lenger  abide."  Thenne 
saide  the  kynge,  "  speke  no  swiche  wordes ;  I  have  her'  a  dowdier, 
the  whiche  is  heyre  of  my  kyngedome,  and'  hir  I  wolle  yeve  the  to 
wyfe,  yf  thowe  wolte  abyde  withe  me."  )5enne  saide  he,  "god' 
forbede,  my  lorde,  that  I  do  soo,  For  noon)  knowithe  what  I  am,  ne 
who  is  my  fade?*,  or  who  is  my  moder;  and'  ])e>'efor  I  pray  yow 
hertely,  that  ye  wolle  avaunce  me  to  kny3thode,  for  I  wolle  goo  [to] 
the  holy  londe."  And'  when)  he  hadde  saide  so,  the  kynge  yede,  & 
openid'  his  cofir,  wher  the  tables  wei''  that  he  fonde,  and'  the  cradille ; 
an(J  he  yaf  hem  to  him,  and'  saide,  "  sone,  thow  art  letterecP,  loke, 
and'  rede  thes  le^^eres."  And'  whenne  he  hadde  redde  how  he  was 
getiii)  bi  twene  the  brojjere  &  pe  suste?',  he  cride  with  an  hie  voyse, 
and'  seide,  "  Alias  !  for  no  we  I  see  wel  that  I  was  goton)  and'  broute 
forthe  a  yene  the  wille  of  god',  in  ane  Orible  synne,  bojie  in  the  sy3t 
of  god',  of  man,  &  of  angel.  A  !  goode  lorde,  lielpe  that  I  wei-*  a 
kny3t,  for  I  wolle  now  a-bowte  the  wordle,  for  the  synne  of  my 
fiidris."  The  kynge  made  him  kny3t ;  and'  thenne  he  hii'id'  a  shippe 
to  passe  the  water  towarde  the  holy  londe.  Andf  a  grete  wynde  Eos 
vp,  &  browte  the  shippe  to  the  havene  of  the  citee  wher  as  dwelte 
'  leaf  195,  col.  2.  =*  freudrico,  MS. 
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liis  modi'',  but  what  citee  oi-'  what  kyngdoni)  it  was,  he  knew  not. 
And^  wheime  he  was  iii  the  citee,  his  squiei-'  so3te  an  host,  for  swiche 
^a  worthi  kay^t  to  be  eside  ynne ;  and'  whenne  a  certeyn)  burgeys  of 
the  citee  sawe  him,  seminge  so  dowty  a  knyght,  he  grauntid'  to  him 
hostage.  &  Avhenne  they  hadde  I-soupid',  freudricMS  seyde  to  the 
burgeyse,  "what  citee  is  this,  and'  who  is  lorde  thej'eof?"  thenne 
saide  he,  "  This  is  the  [citee]  of  the  Emperoure,  that  yede  oonys  to 
the  holye  kinde,  &  pere  he  dide  ;  and'  thenne  become  the  Empire 
into  the  hondes  of  his  sister,  by  line  of  heritage ;  and'  Tpereiov'  ]>er  is 
a  duke  algates  that  wold'  have  hir  to  wyfe,  and'  she  wolde  not  consente 
to  him  by  no  waye ;  &  ferefor'  he  hathe  conquerid'  al  the  Empire 
by  his  swerde,  excepte  this  citee,  withe  The  casteH,  in  the  whiche 
casteH;  dwellithe  the  Emperesse."  thenne  spake  the  yonge  kny3t  to 
the  burgeyse,  &  saide  to  him,  "  Deei''  sir,  I  pray  the  hertely  to  go  in 
myn  Erond',  sci7.  to  go  to  J^e  master  of  the  casteH,  and'  saye  to  him, 
that  yf  he  woUe  yeve  to  me  eny  wages,  I  shalle  fight  for  yowe  al  the 
hole  yer*."  And'  whenne  the  burgeys  had'  hard'  J)es  wordes,  he  was 
glad'  an(J  locounde,  &  seide,  "  I  am  certein)  that  he  woUe  be  Eight 
blithe,  &  glad'  of  thi  comynge."  and'  he  yede  to  that  master  of  the 
casteH,  &  saide,  "sir,  her"  is  in  this  sitee  a  semly  yonge  kny3te,  that 
was  gestenid'  vfitli  me  in  niyu)  house  al  this  ny^t ;  and'  he  wolle  fi3t 
for  yow  alle  this  yei-*,  yf  ye  wolle  yeve  to  him  co?)zpetente  salarye." 
)5enne  seyde  he,  "  Anoon)  brynge  hi??z  to  me,  Fo[r]  I  wolde  ful  gladly 
J3at  we  hadde  many  Swiche."  The  kny3t  com  to  him  ;  &  Jje  stiwarde 
was  \ere  of  wel  apayde,  and'  saide  to  him,  "  sir,  yf  Jjou  wolt  fi3te  for 
Jie  Empyi''  &  vs,  &  abyde  wft/i  vs,  I  shalle  go  for  fe  to  the  lady,  & 
sey  pyne  erande,  that  thowe  shalte  have  J)y  wylle."  Aftir  this,  he 
yede  to  the  lady,  &  tolde  hir  of  this  kny3t.  "  bringe  him  hedir," 
quod'  she,  "  &  late  me  see  him ;  &  yf  he  wolle  fi3te  for  vs,  he  shalle 
not  fayle  of  good'  mede."  Jjenne  fie  stiward'  browte  him  afoi''  hire, 
whenne  the  ladye  perceyvid'  hiin,  she  caste  hir  yen)  mervelovslj-e 
vppou)  his  persono,  nefieles  she  hadde  no  knowleche  that  he  was 
h[i]r  sone;  and'  she  made  covenaut  w/t/i  him,  that  he  shulde  abide 
withe  hir  a  yeei'',  &  fy^t  for  hir,  &  for  jje  Eight  of  the  Empire, 
ayenste  the  duke.     Auoou)  the  kny3t  be  ganne  to  Eeyse  batail,  &  to 

'  leaf  195,  back,  col.  1. 
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Hide    thorow  the    Empire ;    ami'  whenne   tlae  duke    hard'  that,   he 
gaderid'  ah)  hoste,  and'  helde  Latail  a-yenste  him.     But^  the  kny3t 
hare  him  dowtily  in  the  bataiH,  and'  ouercome  the  duke  ;  and'  or  the 
yeeris  Ende  come  oute,  he  wanne  a-yene  ^alle  the  londes,  an(J  citees, 
&  castelle^,  that  were  lost  by  the  duke.     And'  whenne  the  yer^  was 
endid',  he  saide  to  the  Stiwarde,  "sir,  now  is  my  tyme  done,  &  \iere- 
fore  I  wolde  have  my  salari ;  for  ye  wote  in  what  kynne  state  I 
fonde  yowe,  &  how  that  I  have  labourid'  for  yowe,  &  for  the  ryght 
of  youi''  Empire,  and'  j^erfor"  yevithe  to  me  that  ye  hi3t  me,  and'  thenne 
I  wolle  forthe  in  to  anoper  contree,  and'  gete  me  a  name."     );enne 
saide  the  stiwarde  to  him  a-yene,  "  thow  hast  deliue?-id'  this  Empire 
welle  and'  stronglye  fro  onre  Enmyes,  and'  haste  deservid'  goode  mede ; 
I  wolle  goo  to  the  ladye,  &  se  what  slie  wolle  seye  fere  to."     he 
yede  in  to  the  chaumbi-',  &  knelid'  dovn),  and'  salusid'  hir,  and'  said', 
"  worshipfuH  lady,  liei-^  my  wordes.     ye  knowe  wel  that  ye  had'  loste 
alle  the  Empii-',  the  AvhicB.  this  man)  hathe  wonne  a-yene,  and  now 
he  askithe  his  mede ;  ancJ  ])erefor,  lady,  Eewardithe  him  wel,  ancE 
not  but  yf  he  hathe  deseruid'  hit  weli."     Jjenne  saide  the  lady,  "  telle 
me  what  is  Jji  counseiH  that   I  yeve  hi?n,  &  he  shaH  have  hit." 
"  lady,"  quod'  the  stiwarde,  "  yf  ye  wolde  do  aftir  my  counseiH,  hit 
shulde  turne  vs  alle  to  grete  profyte  &  worshipe ;  for  the  man  that 
})ou  woldest  not  take  we  alle  have  sufferid'  grete  harme,  and'  thow 
haddist  loste  alle  thyne  Empire  ;  and'  Jje^'fore  I  wolde  connsaile  Jie, 
that  thow  take  to  thyne  husbonde  the  yonge  kny^t,  for  he  is  semlye, 
&  wel  I-shape  and'  f>e?'to  gentil,  &  stronge  in  bataille."     )3enne  saide 
she,  "  &  yf  hit  be  youre  counseiH',  I  am  Eedy  to  fulfille  hit."     thenne 
this  stiward'  was  glad'  I-nowe,  and'  yede  oute  to  fe  kny^t,  and'  tolde 
him,  that  hit  was  plesynge  to  the  lady  to  have  him  to  husbonde ;  & 
shortly  to  sey,  thei  wer*  weddid'  to-gedr'.     &  at  hir  fest  wer*  alle 
lordes  &  ladijs  of  the  Empii-',  and'  aUe  thei  wer*  contente  of  this 
mariage,  because  that  he  so  deliue?'lye  &  worthely  delinerid'  hem  fro 
hir  thraldom).     And'  aftir  the  makynge  of  this  matrimonye,  fey  lovid' 
to-gede?'  mor*  thanne  eny  man  canne  seye.      but   the  knyjt  vsid'^ 
euery  daye,  whenne  he  shulde  goo  to  mete,  to  entre  in  to  a  p?7've 
chaumbr',  wher  ;is  he  had'  leyde  fe  litle  tablis  pat  wer*  withe  him  in 
'  that,  MS.  -  leaf  195,  baclx,  col.  2.  ^  vusick,  MS. 
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the  cradille ;  and'  theniie  lie  wolde  opyniie  liem,  and'  rede  the 
scripture  of  them,  howe  that  he  Avas  begotin)  bitwene  hva'pere  & 
suster ;  and'  thenne  he  Avolde  falle  to  the  grounde,  and  sov'  Avepe ;  & 
thenne  he  Avolde  washe  his  face,  &  come  in  to  the  halle,  and  shew 
])er  a  good'  murye  chere.  And'  he  was  I-lovid'  of  aft  peple,  for  that 
he  bai""  him  so  welle  in  alle  his  werkes ;  and'  ther  was  ^  noon) 
Empe?'oure  Icnowyn)  afore  him,  that  euere  governid'  the  Empire  so 
weL  Happyng  in  a  day,  as  he  Eode  on)  Inintynge,  that  ther  come  a 
daraiseH  of  the  palays  to  the  lady  the  Empe?-esse,  and'  saide  to  nii-, 
"  my  lady,  hast  thow  not  Ofre??d'  my  lorde  fie  ILm-peroiir  1 "  "  Xo, 
for  sothe,"  quod'  the  lady,  "  for  ther  is  nothinge  vndir  hevene  that  I 
Irve  so  moche,  and  fore  love  I  toke  him,  and'  made  him  my  lorde  : 
but  I  wolde  wete  whi  that  thow  spekist  soo?"  "For  sothe,"  quod' 
she,  "  for  euery  day  afoi-^  mete,  whenne  the  hordes  ei''  sette  and'  made 
redye,  The  Emperoure  gothe  into  swiche  a  chaumbi''  glad'  I-nowe, 
but  when)  he  comjthe  oute,  al  his  visage  is  wepingly ;  and'  thenne 
he  wasshithe  hit,  that  the  wepinge  be  not  I-seene.  And'  this  I  have 
ofte  tyme  I-seyne,  but  I  note  what  is  the  cause."  Thenne  when)  the 
Emperesse  had'  harde  this,  she  enterid'  into  that  chaumbei-',  and' 
sowte  a-bowte  frome  hole  to  hole,  to  loke  what  she  myght  fynde 
pere  ;  and'  at  the  Liste  she  fonde  in  an  hole  ij.  tables ;  and'  she 
openid'  hem,  and'  Eadde  the  scripture  that  she  hade  wreten)  withe 
hir  owne  hondes.  And'  thenne  she  saide  to  hir  selfe,  "  how  shulde 
euer  thes  tablis  come  to  my  lorde,  but  yf  that  he  wei-'  my  sone  ] 
Owte,  alias  !  for  synne,  that  eue/'e  I  was  I-boi-^,  for  I  have  Aveddid' 
myn)  owne  sone  ! "  she  felle  downe  to  the  grounde,  3el]ing  &  criynge, 
that  hit  was  sorow  to  hei-'.  knyjtes  that  wei''  in  the  halle  harde  hir 
voyse,  and'  Ranne  to  hir,  and'  askid  hir  Avhat  Avas  the  cause  of  hir 
criing.  "  A  !  deei''  and'  gentille  kny^tes,"  quod'  she,  "  I  am  a  lost 
wo?Jiman  but  I  see  my  lorde  the  sonner."  A-noon)  thei  sente  to  J)e 
forest,  and'  tolde  hit  to  the  Empcroure ;  &  saide  he  most  leve  his 
playe,  and'  come  home,  in  all  the  hast  that  myte  be.  And'  so  he 
dude;  Avithe  a  grete  hevines  he  lefte  liis  playe,  &  come  home,  he 
Avente  in  to  the  chaumbi*',  &  spirid'  of  the  ladye  Avhat  Avas  the  cause 
of  hir  mornynge.     thenne  she  saide,  "  I  Avolle  jjat  alle  that  bufi  heei-' 

'  leaf  19G,  col.  1. 
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withe  vs  go  froin)  vs  or  I  telle  it  the,  for  hit  is  a  prevy  case  that  I 
have  to  seye  to  the."     And'  thenne  she  seide,  "  sir,  I  have  made  a 
vowe  to  god',  that  I  shall  not  passe  this  bedde,  til  tyme  that  thowe 
telle  me  in  what  contre  that  thowe  were  I-hore."     J2enne  saide  he, 
"  I^ei-'  lady,  win  spekist  thowe  sweche  wordes  1     nejjeles,  yf  I  shaH 
sey  the  soj?e,  I  note  in  what  kyngdom)  or  cont?-e  that  I  was  borne." 
Thenne  saide  she,  "  I  have  also  made  anojjer  vowe,  and'  for  to  wete 
or  ev(?r  I'^  Ete  mete,  who  was  thi  fader*  &  thi  moderl"     Thenne 
aunswerid?  he,  "  This  canne  I  telle,  that  whanne  I  was  a  fantekyn),  I 
was  fonde  in  a  toune,  in  a  cradyl  w/t/an)  2 hit;  &  fro  that  tyme  I 
have   [bene]   norisshi(J,  noried',   norturid',   and'   tau3te  in  the  same 
contre  ;  and',  lady,  mor^  canne  I  not  telle  yow."     whenne  the  Empreis 
hadde  harde  thes  wordes,  she  droAve  oiite  at  hir  bosome  the  tables 
that  she  fonde,  &  saide  to  libn,  "■  Sawe  ye  neuer  thes  tables,  the 
whiche  I  put  yvith  the  in  thi  cradil,  withe  myn)  owne  hondes?" 
And'  whenne  the  Emperoure  herde  thes  wordes,  he  felle  downe  on)  a 
swoune  on)  00  syde,  and'  the  lady  in  a-iioper ;  and'  bothe  thei  wepte 
sor*,  and'  Eente  hir  clothis  for  sorowe,  and'  worde  my^te  nowfer  of 
hem  speke.     And'  whenne  the  sorow  was  somwhat  shaken)  of,  ]jenne 
saide  she  to  the  Empero?/r,  "  A !  sone  myne,  alias  !  that  euer  I  was 
borne,  and'  woo  Avorthe  the  oure  that  ewer  I  Avas  made  in !     Out, 
alias  !  for  lo  !  my  sone,  &  sone  of  my  hvolpere,  is  noAve  my  husbonde. 
lo  !  in  how  many  cheynis  that  fe  devil  hathe  I-teyde  me  Inne!" 
And'  thenne  saide  he,  "A  !  dei-"  modir,  bojje  modir  &  Avyf ;  alias  & 
Avo  be  to  me,  wrecche,  that  so  many  wrecchidnessis  helpe  in  me  ! 
lorde,  that  I  ne  hadde  be  dreint,  whenne  thoAV  castist  me  in  to  the 
see !  A !  lorde  god',  what  sorowe  Avei^  I  Avorthi  to  have,  that  have 
weddid' !    lorde,  yf  my  synnys  wer*  weyde,  bi  the  whiche  I  have 
servid'  thi  Avrethe  ;  sijjen)  thow  thi  selfe  [hast  saide,]  FiJhis  noJi  por- 
tahit  iniquitatem  patris,  The  sone  shalle  not  ber*  the  AAdckidnesse  of 
the  fadir.     but  I  may  not  be  Excusid',  for  my  lyf  is  endid'  in  Avickid- 
nesse.     Alias  !  therfor,  that  eue?*  I  Avere  ^  bred' !  "     And'  thenne  saide 
she,  "  Dere  sone,  sette  thin)  hope  in  thi  lorde  god',  for  he  AvoUe  not 
for-sake  the  synner  in  nede.     late  vs  be  contrite,  confessid',  &  co???- 
munid' ;  and'  afttV  that  we  have  Reseyvid'  oure  lorde,  late  god'  do  his 

'  or  every,  MS.  =  leaf  196,  col.  2,  ^  wartV,  MS. 
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wille."  The  Eniperoure  sent  aftir  a  prest,  and?  they  wer*  bothe 
shrivew  at  him.  And'  whenne  thei  Avei-*  bothe  confessid',  &  contrite, 
J-e  niodir  saide  to  the  body  of  Crist  in  thes  wordes,  "  A  !  lorde  god', 
jjowe  J)at  sufferidest  passion)  for  me  in  the  cros,  and'  tliat  now  liest 
vpon)  the  patene  of  the  chalis,  in  forme  of  brede,  have  mercy  of  my 
swete  sone,  husbonde,  &  cosyn),  for  thi  grete  me?-cy,  that  he  may  be 
clene  of  his  synnys,  and'  yelde  to  the  a  faire  soule,  Avithe  a  gladnesse, 
in  to  thi  dwellynge  place  that  is  euermor"  lastyng."  Then)  saide  thti 
Empe'/otire,  "  A  !  goode  lorde,  that  bovtiste  me  in  the  crosse,  have 
mercy  of  my  modir  in  fiis  nede,  as  Jjou  Entredist  in  to  the  worlde  for 
love  of  synnerys,  and?  not  for  Eightwysmen,  &  for  bem  shadist  thi 
p?'esious  blode ;  and',  gracious  lorde,  for-yeve  al  that  euere  she  bathe 
trespassid'  vnto  the,  and?  take  her  sprite,  an(J  brynge  hit  to  thin) 
Endles  loye.  Amen  !  "  And'  thenne,  whenne  alle  this  was  seide,  the 
body  of  Crist  liyng  vpon)  the  awter,  seyde^  -with  an)  hihe  voyse,  "  I 
made  yowe  of  ^noute;  I  have  take  youre  contricion)  &  co?^fession) ;  I 
for  yeve  yow  fully  your  synnis ;  I  Eesseyve  [yow]  fro  hens  forwarde 
to  my  loye ;  and'  J)is  day  &  eueremore  I  shalle  dwelle  with  yowe." 
And'  when)  thei  harde  thes  wordes,  thei  tille  downe  to  the  grounde, 
and'  openid'  hir  mouthis  to  Eesceyve  the  body  of  Criste ;  and'  J3e?'e 
thei  Eesseyvid'  hit,  and'  yelde  hir  soulis  to  god',  and'  marled'  in  at  the 
yates  of  hevene. 

MORALITEE. 

Ere  frendis,  now  takithe  hede  to  me.  This  Empe?'oure  is  the 
fadir*  of  hevene,  whiche  bathe  only  oo  sone,  and'  oo  dou3ter^ 
glorious,  havyng  angelis  kynde  and?  mankynde ;  but  the 
brofiere  filid'  the  suster,  acil.  the  devil  deceyvid'  the  firste  fadir  Adam), 
&  made  him  withe  childe, — how  so  ]  for  alle  mankynd'  spronge  of 
him.  ])e  sone  yede  oute  of  the  Empii-*,  whenne  that  lucifere  felle 
downe  from)  hevene,  &  he  dide,  whenne  that  be  loste  the  lyf  of 
euere  lastyng  blisse.  the  kny^t,  that  norissbed?  Jie  suster,  Avas  moyses, 
that  hield'  the  olde  lawe,  bi  teching  of  the  whiche  lawe  he  norissbed? 
the  peple  fat  wer*  that  tyme.  And'  the  ladye  chyldid'  in  kej)ing  of 
the  kny^te,  scil.  broAvte  forthe  otcr  kynde,  in  tjTiie  of  the  olde  lawe, 
a  cliilde,  sell.  Crist,  of  the  v/rgine  marie,  of  the  seed'  of  dauid'  of  the 
'  syde,  M8.         ''  leaf  10(i,  brick,  col.  1.  Ms  duo^^ter,  MS. 
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moilir  syde,  and'  conseyvid'  by  the  holy  goste,  ancf  putte  in  the 
cradille,  lajipid'  withe  clothis.  tabhs  wei-'  I-putte  in  the  cradil,  scil. 
tresours  of  wisdom)  &  of  connynge ;  and'  he  was  I-putte  in  the  tonne 
of  the  godhede.  the  silue?-  &  fe  gokle  that  wei^  in  the  cradiH,  was 
the  powei''  of  the  fadir,  &  wisdoni)  of  the  sone.  he  was  I-caste  into 
the  see,  scil.  in  to  this  worlde,  wher  he  levid'  nioi''  fanne  fritty  yer* 
in  poverte,  hke  to  the  flood'  of  the  see,  for  [he]  was  cast  in  tribidacion). 
The  kny3t,  that  toke  him  to  be  norisshed',  is  the  holye  goste,  the 
Avhiche  descendid'  in  likenesse  of  a  dove ;  and'  lohn  baptiste  baptisid' 
hem  withe  his  owne  hondes,  &  he  yaf  him  to  the  kny3te,  scil.  to  the 
godhede,  to  be  norisshecf,  whenne  [he]  saide,  Ecce  !  Agnus  dei  !  lo  ! 
})e  lambe  of  god' !  Qui  post  me  voiiv,  mite  me  /actus  est,  cuins  non 
sum.  dignws  calciamenta  solvere,  He  that  comithe  aftir  me,  was  I-made 
afoi-*  me,  of  whom  I  am  not  worthi  to  vidoos  his  shone,  AftirwartT 
the  sone  was  I-made  a  kny3t,  whenne  ^he  biganne  to  preche  at  xxx*'. 
yeei\  the  sone  of  the  kny3t  accusid'  him  to  pilate,  seinge,  Hie 
seducit  j5opuZu??i  dei,  \et  Filium  Dei^  se  dicit,  J5es  desceyvithe  the 
peple,  and'  clepithe  him  the  sone  of  gocP.  AncP  perefor  sone  afte?'  he 
yede,  and'  fawte  a-yenste  the  duke,  scil.  fe  devil,  and'  he  oue?'come 
him,  and'  wan)  the  Empii-'  of  hevene ;  and'  so  he  weddid'  his  owne 
mode/',  scil.  holye  chirche,  the  whiche  is  oure  gostlye  moder.  The 
Empo'oure  yede  to  him  Avhat  tyme  that  Cryste  prechid'  of  the  tree 
of  hevene ;  and'  J3e/-fore  iewes  and'  paynymis  wolde  have  slayne  hi?/?. 
Ajid'  Jje/'efore  holye  chirche,  in  mane/*  of  sorowing,  syngithe  in  tyme 
of  the  passion),  Vexilki^  regis  prodeunt,  J?e  baners  of  the  kynge 
shewithe  oute.  And'  she  fonde  the  writen)  tables,  scil.  his  passion), 
clerly  y-now  made  by  the  iiij.  Eua?aigelistes ;  and'  ther  foi'^  she 
soroAvithe,  that  the  Innocent  shold'  be  slayne  withe  oute  synne ;  as 
holye  writte  seithe,  Non  Est  inventus  dolus  in  ore  Eius,  vt  ^J;se  pro 
nobis  marl  deberet,  Jjere  was  I-founde  no  falshede  or  gyle  in  his 
mothe,  that  he  shulde  deye  for  vs.  And'  pereiove  Eche  man)  owithe 
to  sorowe  for  his  synnys.  The  prest  brake  the  body  of  Criste  in 
twoo,  scil.  Crist,  whenne  he  made  [a  feste]  to  his  disciplis.  j)e  lady 
felle  downe  as  dede,  whenne  that  Criste  seyde,  Tristis  est  anima  mea 
vsqv\e  ad  mortem;  Pater,  si  possibile  est,  transeat^  a  me  calix  iste, 
'  leaf  19C,  back,  col.  2.  ^  Vexilia,  MS.  ^  transiat,  MS. 
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]\Iy  soule  is  hevy  or  sorye  vnto  the  detlie ;  fadir,  yf  it  be  possible, 
lat  ])is  chalys  go  or  passe  fro  me.  Aiid'  he  saide  opinlye  to  his 
disciples,  hoc  Est  corpus  meum  ;  hoc  facite  in  vieam  conmemoracionem, 
This  is  to  seye,  this  is  my  body ;  this  dofe  into  my  mynde.  And' 
so  eche  of  vs  owithe  to  do,  to  ete  and  to  Eeceyve  the  body  of  Crist, 
in  swiche  clene  lyfe,  that  we  mowe  entre  into  jje  tabernacles  ewer- 
lastynge.     Amen ! 

[  LXII.  ] 

SOLE^IIUS  A  WYSE  EMP^i^OEE. 

(how  a  guardian  recovered  his  ward  who  had  been  lost.) 

POlemius  was  a  wise  Emperoure  Eeignynge  in  the  sitee  of 
Eome,  fe  wiche  weddid'  to  wyve  fe  dowter  of  the  kyng  of 
tunyke ;  &  fe  womman)  was  fair',  &  gentill  in  shape ;  anc^ 
she  conseyuid*  &  bare  a  faire  sone.  And'  whenne  lordes  harde  liei* 
of,  fey  come  Echon)  aftir  of^re  to  the  Empe?-onre,  ancJ  askid  of  him 
the  childe  to  norishe.  And'  thenne  the  Emp6?"0ure  seide  to  hem, 
"  to-morow  shaH;  be  [a]  tnruament,  ancJ  who  so  of  yow  wynnij^e  J)e?'e 
fe  victory,  he  slialle  have  my  sone  in  his  goue?-nayle,  vndir  this 
conduciori),  \ai  if  he  gouerne  ^  wele  my  sone,  I  shall  higliiy  avaunce 
him,  and  if  he  do  not,  he  shalbe  shamely  shent."  "  sir,"  qzwd'  thei, 
"this  liketh  Avele  to  vs."     So  the  thridde  day  aH  were    in  the 

•  leaf  197,  col.  1. 
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[  XXXII. 

POlemyus'^  in  the  citee  of  Eome  reigned',  a  fuH  Avise  man,  that 
toke  to  wyf  the  kynges  doughtir  of  Trunce,  that  \vas  a  faire 
Avonian ;  the  whiche  ^  consey ved',  and  had'  a  faire  sone. 
^  That  herd'  the  wise  men,  and  went  to  the  Emperour,  and^  eche 
by  hem  self*  asked'  the  child'  to  norissll.  If  he  said',  "to-morow 
shaH  be  a  turnement,  and  ye  shuH:  aH  be  there ;  and  who  so  dothe 
best  amonge*  you  shall^  have  the  victorie,  and^  shaii  have  my  sone 
to  norissh,  vndir  this  forme,  That  [if"]  he  norissh  wele  my  sone, 
and  he 8  sliaH  be  promoted'  to  grete  dignyte,  or  els  I  shaH  condempne 
hym  to  the  most  foule  dethe."  ^  "  6  !  sir,"  said'  the  knyghtes, 
"this  liketh  vs  wele."     and  on  the  morow  thei  were  aH  gadred'  in* 

'  Romulus.         ^   Om..         ^   Om.         "  of.         *  and  shall e.  «  he. 

'  SiqipVird  from  C.  '  aud  he,  MS.  ^  to. 
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turneament,  &  pleid ;  &  among  aH  othir  thei^  was  a  noble  knygRt, 
and  a  hardy,  namyd  losias,  and  lie  gate  the  victory.  &  jjerfore  he 
toke  the  child',  &  bare  him  with  him,  &  sent  messangers  home  afore 
to  his  casteH,  for  to  make  aH  clene,  both  ynward  and  outcAvard',  and 
also  a  bed  in  myddis  of  fe  place,  for  the  chUd'.  &  he  ordeined  also 
vij.  craftis  abowte  it  y-peynt,  in  the  entent  pat  the  childe  my^te, 
what  tyme  that  he  sholde  be  wakyd',  beholde  the  craftis,  and'  the 
RiaH  payntynge  yn  hem,  and  haue  delectacion)  in  hem.  !N'ow  beside 
pe  bed  of  the  childe  was  a  weH,  and  ouer  the  weH:  was  a  wyndowe, 
by  the  which  light  come  yn ;  and  a  man  was  assigned'  to  kepe  the 
key  of  the  doi''  of  that  house.  But  it  happyd'  in  a  tyme,  jjat  pe  lady 
lefte  pe  dor*,  of  negligence ;  and'  whan  J)e  dore  was  y-lefte  opyn),  ther 
come  a  beei'',  and  entryd  in  to  Ipe  weli,  and'  bathid'  hym  in  it,  jjor^ 
whom  aH  the  water  was  infecte  with  venyru),  and  then  he  3ede  his 
way.  Anoon  afte;'  come  the  lord'  and  the  lady,  and  dronke  of  the 
water-,  and  aftey  hem  come  aH  hii-'  meyne,  and  dronke  of  the  same, 
for  grete  hete  of  the  jere ;    and   as  many  as  dronke  Iper  of  were 
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the  turnement,  and  plaied'.  and  there  was  one^  worthy  knyght 
amonge  hem,  that  had'  the  victorie,  whos  name  was  losias.  anon)  2 
he  toke  the  child',  and  ledde  it  with  hym  ;  and  sent  messangers 
before  hym^  to  his  casteH,  and  did'  make  aH  clene  with  in  and  with 
Gilt,  and  for  to  array  the  bedde  of  the  childe,  in  tlie  mydiles.  he"* 
did'  paynte  the^  vij.  artes  aboute  the  bed',  so  that  whan  the  child' 
\vas  waked'  from*^  slepe,  he  myght  se  the  vij.  artes,  and  have  delite 
in  hem.  H  This  knyght  than"  had  a  vertuous  welle  beside  ^his 
bedde,^  in  the  whiche  welle  the  child'  was  wont  to  be  bathed'. 
^  Aboue  this  welle  alone^  was  a  wyndow,  by  the  whiche  the  sonne 
shone  in ;  and  one  was  assigned'  to  kepe  the  kaye  of  the  welle,  and 
til  at  was  the  knyghtes  wyf".  IT  It  happed'  ones,  that  the  lady  lefte 
the  dore  open,  'and  a  Bere  wente  inj^*^  and  bathed'  hyni^^  in  the  welle, 
of  whos  bathyng  ^-aH  the  watir  was  enfecte  with  venyme.  whan  the 
Bere  had'  done,  he  wente  his  way ;  and  sone  aftir  come  the  lord'  and 
the  lady,  and  dronkeii)  bothe  of  the  watir,^^  and  went  out.  and^^*  aftir 
hem  tasted  of  the  watir  aH  the  meyne,  for  the  weddir  was  bote ; 
wherfore  aUe  that  dronkeii)  of  the  watir  were  made  lepers,  as  wele 

*  a.       ^  And  anone.        '"   Om.        *  And  he.       ^   Om.       ^  were  wakenyd  fro. 

■^   On.  **  the  bedde  of  the  childe.  "  there. 

'"  Tlier  wii.s  a  bere  that  saw  the  dore  opyne,  and  went  hvni  in.  "    Oin. 

'"  leaf  i6.  '^  welle.  "    Om. 


K 


LXII.    THE  GUARDIAN  &  IIIS  WARD.     STORY.     HL.  7333,  &  ADD.  9066.      2G5 

y-maad  lepremeu),  sell,  both  tlie  lord  and  fe  lady,  and  all  that  othir 
meyne.  And  sone  aft//*  ther  come  in  at  the  wyndowe  a  gret  Egle, 
and  tooke  the  child?  oute  of  his  bed',  and  fly  his  way.  And  -whan 
the  kny3t  hadde  perceyvyd'  that,  he  bitterly  wepte,  and  saide, 
"  Alias  !  that  euer  I  was  borne,  for  nowe  I  am  but  ded,  yith  my 
wife  and  aH  my  meyne  ! "  And  as  he  was  in  such  care  and  sorowe, 
per  com  to  him  a  lech,  and  saide,  "Do  aftir  my  conseil,  and  pon 
shalt  be  hole.  Thow  most  be  latyix)  blode,  with  thi  Avife,  and'  aH 
thyne  meyne ;  and  after  thowe  most  be  bathid' ;  and  thenne  I  shaH 
leye  a  medecyn)  to  the ;  and  thenne,  whan  Ipon  art  hole,  fou  shalt 
go  by  downys  and  by  dalys,  wit/i  aH  thy  meyne,  for  to  sake  pe 
childe,  for  it  may  not  be  but  fat  pe  Egle  hath  late  him  faH  in  some 
place."  And'  the  kny3t  WT03te  in  aH  thes  thinges,  right-*  as  the  leche 
told'  him ;  and  when  he  vsycJ  his  medecyn),  after  that  jjei  wer*  latyn) 
blode,  he  was,  with  aH  his  meyne,  clensyd'  of  the  lepre.  And  then 
he  roode  on  his  palfray,  and'  tooke  iii.  sqwyerys  with  him,  anJ 
sou3te  pe  childe ;  and  at  pe  last  they  founde  fe  childe  in  a  valey. 
And'  thenne  the  kny3t  was  so  mury  in  herte,  that  per  cowth  no  man 
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the  lord'  as  the  lady,  and  aH  other,  never  the  lesse  the  lepre 
appered'  not  anon).  IT  But  sone  aftir  entrecJ  a  grete  Egle  by  the 
wyndoAV,  and^  toke  away  his  child'  out  of  his  bedde,  and  bare  it 
awaye  with  hym.  and  whan  the  knyght  perseived'  this,  he  wepte 
bitterly,  and  said',  "  Alias  !  alias  !  whi  Avas  I  borii) "?  I  am  the  sone 
of*  dethe,  and  a  lepre,  and  my  wyf  also,  and  aH  my  meyne  ! "  and 
whan  he  was  tlius  in  tliis^  grete  hevynesse  and  desolaciou),  there 
come  to  hym  a  leche,  and  said',  "IF  Do^  aftir  my  counsaile,  and  after 
thou  shalt  not  for-thynk*  the  dede.  first  thou  shalt  be  lette  blood', 
with  thi  wyf,  and  aH  thi  meyne,  and  be  bathed' ;  and  than  shaH  I 
laye  to  medecynes.*  and  afterward',  'whan  thou  art  hole,^  thou  shalt 
go  by  hilles  and  dales,  with  aH  thi  meyne,  for  to  seke  the  child' ;  for 
it  may  not  be  but  that  tlie^  Egle  hathe  lette  the  child'  in  some  place 
falle  from  hym."  IF  The  knyght  wrought  in  aH  thyng  'by  the 
counsaile  of  the  leche '^;  and  whan  he  had'  take  medecyne  after^ 
bledyng,  he  was  made  clene  of  aH  his  lepre,  and  his  wyf,  and  aH  his 
meyne.  IT  Than  he  went  vpon  his  stede,  with  iij.  squyers,  for  to 
seke  the  child',  and  in  a  valeye'J  he  found?  the  child'  hole  and 
sounde ;  the  Avhiche  was  more  glad'  of  the  fyndyng  fan  hert  may 

'  All  1  an  egle.  ^  his.         ^  "  A  !  do.         *  other  medvcnies.         ^   Om. 

•^   Om.  '   Om,  "  after  his.  *  vale. 
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telle  it,  and  in  tis  gret  ioy  he  maade  a  grete  fest,  and  ^so  he  broii3t 
the  childe  to  the  Emperour,  his  fadir.  And  whenne  Ipe  Emperour 
sawe  his  childe  in  good  helthe,  and  in  goode  state,  he  co?remendid' 
hyely  the  knyjt,  and  avanncyd'  him  to  hye  dignite,  and  a  faire  lyfe 
he  endyd. 

MORALITE. 

Deere  frendis,  fis  Emperour  is  the  Fadir  of  Hevene.  The 
childe  is  our  lord'  ihesn  crist,  whom  manye  desirith  for  to 
norish,  Avhenne  that  they  Eeceyvid?  hir*  comunynge ;  but  he 
that  pleyith  best,  sciJ.  doith  most  penaunce,  or  best  ouercomith  Ipe 
deviH,  he  shaH  haue  the  childe  ihei-u  in  his  hoiis,  scil.  in  his  herte. 
the  lvny3t,  that  tooke  f)e  childe,  is  a  goode  cristyn)  man),  that  wele 
blessidly  hath  fast  aH  the  quadragesme.  And  ferfor  do  as  dude  Jje 
lvny3t,  scil.  send  afore  the  messagers,  scil.  merytory  werkys,  to  pe 
casteH  of  thyne  hert,  and  it  [shalle]  be  clansid  fro  aH  spottys  of 
synne ;  and  so  the  child  ihesn  shaH  lygge  in  the  myddys  of  thyne 
harte.  The  weH  is  mercy,  the  which  owith  eue?*  to  be  beside  ihesu, 
for  he  that  is  withoute  mercy  and  charite,  he  may  not  norissh  ihesu. 
But  then  ofte  tyme  fe  wife,  scil.  fe  flessh^  berith  the  key  of  charite, 

•  leaf  197,  col.  2. 
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thynlv^,  and  for  grete  ^  ioye  he  made  a  grete  fest,  and  so  he  ledde  the 
child  to  the  Emperour.  ^  whan  the  Empe?-our  saw  the  child,  he 
was  right  glad,  and  promoted  the  knyght  to  grete  thyngesj  and  so  2 
ended  his  lyf  in  pease. 

II  Declaracio.  This  Emperour,  frendes,  is  the  Fadir  of  heven). 
the  child'  is  our  lord  Ihesu  crist,  the  whiche  many  desh-e  for  to 
norissh,  and  namly  in  Esterne  tyme,  whan  thei  have  resceived 
contricion).  JSTeverthelesse  he  that  beres  hym  in  the  turnement,  that 
is,  he  that  dothe  best  penaunce,  and  over-cometh  the  deveH,  shaH 
have  the  child  Ihesu  to  norissh.  H  The  knyght,  that  resceived  the 
cliild',  is  a  good  cristen)  man,  that  wele  and  holely  hathe  fasted  aH 
lenton).  therfor  do  thou  as  the  knyght  did ;  send  for  messangers, 
tho  be  meritorie  werkes,  vnto  the  castell  of  thyn)  hert,  that  it  be 
clensed  of  aH  spottes  of  synne ;  and  so  the  child  Ihesu  shaH  lye  in 
the  myddes  of  thyn)  hert.  H  The  welle  is  mercy,  that  oweth  to  be 
beside  ^the  child  Ihesu;  for  he  that  is  with  oute  mercy  and 
charitee,  shaH  not  norissh  the  child'  Ihesu.  H  But  ofte  sithe  the 
'    Om.  '   Om.  '  leaf  46,  back. 
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and  levitli  the  dooi''  opyii),  by  fe  -wliicli  a  bei-'  entrytli,i  scil.  fe 
deviU,  and*  puttitli  venyru)  of  syune  in  the  weH  of*  mercy ;  and 
periove  the  wife,  scil.  the  flesche  or  Eesen),  and  aH  membris  that 
mynystrys  to  the  venym)  of  synne,  ben  infecte.  The  Avyndowe  at  fie 
which  enterith  lighte,  is  the  grace  of  the  holy  gost,  by  pe  which  a 
man)  levith,  and  is  confortyd';  and  by  this  wyndowe  enterith  an 
E„le,  sell,  the  power  of  god',  which  beritfi  away  ihesu  fro  thyn)  hart. 
And,  sir,  if  it  be  come  to  tliis  poynt,  Ipou.  hast  gret  cause  to  sorowe, 
as  dude  fe  kny3te.  But  what  shalt  pou.  do  ferfore  1  Certeiily  send 
aftir  a  sotiH  leche,  scil.  a  discrete  confessour,  pe  which  shaH:  3ive  to 
J)e  good'  conseiH,  that  pou  and  thyne  meyne  be  latyn)  bloocJ,  scil.  )5at 
pou  leeve  aH  thy  synne,  by  the  vayne  of  the  tunge,  bifoi''  jji 
co?^fesso^^?• ;  and  fenne  that  pon  be  bathid'  by  teeris  of  compunccion) 
and  contricion) ;  and  fenne  Jiou  myjte  receyve  medicyn)  of  satisfaccion) ; 
and  thenue  pou  shalt  be  clansyd'  fro  aH  synfuU  lepi'' ;  and  then  leepe 
vpon)  the  palfray  of  goode  life,  with  iij.  sqwyers,  scil.  fastyng*, 
prayng',  and  almysded'.     And  if  pon  do  thus,  with  oute  dowte  poM 

'  entrvdf,  MS. 
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wyf,  that  is,  the  flessh.  that  bereth  the  keye  of  chastite,  levethe^ 
the  dore  open),  by  the  whiche  ofte  sithe  the  Bere  entrethe,  that  is, 
the  devell,  and  puttithe  venyme  in  the  welle  of  mercy ;  and  therfore 
the  husbond'  and  the  wyf,  that  is,  the  flessh,  and  reson),  and  aH  the 
membres,  that  tasten)  of  that  venyme  of  synne,  are  enfected,  and 
made  lepres.  IT  And  the  wyndow,  by  the  whiche  the  light  entreif, 
is  the  grace  of  the  holy  gost,  by  the  whiche  a  man  liveth  gostly, 
and  is  comforted'.  ^  By  this  wyndow  entreth  an  Egle,  that  is,  the 
myght  of  god',  that  taketh  away  the  child'  Ihesu  out  of  thyn)  hert ; 
and  so  bathe  man  grete  herte  and  niatir  of  sorowyng.  what  is  than 
for  to  do  ]  IF  For  sothe  for  to  send'  aftir  a  soteH:  leche,  that  is,  a 
discrete  confessour,  that  shaH  yeve  the  counsaile  for  to  blede,  and 
aH  thy  meyne,  that  is,  that  thou  put  out  alle  thi  synne  by  the  vayne 
of  thi  tonge  before  thi  confessour ;  and  than  shalt  thou  be  bathed' 
by  teres  of  confession),  conpunccion),  and  contriccion) ;  and  after  that 
thou  shalt  have  a  liteH  medecyne  of  satisfaccion),  and  so  thoii  shalt 
be  made  hole  fro  aH  spices  of  the  lepre  of  synne.  %  Than  assend? 
vp  on  the  stede  of  good'  lyf",  with  iij.  Squyers,  that  is,  fastynge, 
praiyng,  and  almesse-dede ;  and  yf  thou  do  thus,  Avith  outen  doute 

.1  that  levethe,  MS. 
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shalt  ifynde  tlie  childe  ihesn  in  the  valey,  sc^7.  in  mankynde,  and' 
not  in  an  liille,  scil.  in  jiiyde ;  and  thenne  Jjou  may  norissB  fe  childe 
in  a  dewe  maner ;  for  norisshing^  of  whom  the  Fadir  of  hevene  shaH 
avaunce  the  in  his  kyngdom)  euerlastyng^.  Ad  quod ^evducat  omma 
bona  concedens!     Ame?«. 


[  LXIII.  ] 

THEOBALDUS  THE  EMP^iJOTJE. 

(how  a  knight  who  had  murdered  an  earl  for  his  money 

WAS  punished.) 

rjlheobakhis   regnyd'    Emperour'   in    fe   cite    of   Rome;    and   he 

I       ordenyd  for  a  lawe,  that  no  man,  in  payne  of  deth,  sholde 

JL    wedde  ony  woman)  for  hire  fairnesse,  but  for  hire  Pdchesse ; 

and  also,  if  that  the  woman)  were  Eich,  and  he  pooi-',  he  ordenyd'  b^t 

f  e  woman)  shnld'  not  take  hyin,  but  if  he  wer^  as  rich  as  she.     So  ])er 

was  in  jje  Empire  a  gentiH;  kny3t,  but  he  was  pooi'>,  and  he  hadde  no 

wife;  and  ferfore  he  sought  abowte  fro  kyngdom)  to  kyngdom)  to 

gete  him  a  wife.     At  the  last  he  mette  with  a  faire  semely  lady,  and 

she   was  riche^   in  possession).     And   fe  knyjt  come  to  hire,   and 

saide,  "  Dame,  is  it  tin  mli  to  haue  me  to  thyn  husbond'  ? "    Thenne 

'  leaf  197,  back,  col.  1.  -  riche  riche,  MS. 
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thou  shalt  wele  mow  norissh  the  swete  child'  Ihesu,  for  the  which 
norisshyng  the  Fadir  of  heven)  shaH  yeve  the  ever-lastynge 
kyngdome  of  heven).  to  the  whiche  bryng  vs  that  child'  Ihesus  ! 
amen. 

[  XXXVI.    leaf  50.  ] 

Theobaldus  in  the  Citee  of  Eome  Eeigned',  that  ordeynecf  a 
lawe,  that  no  man,  on  payn)  of  dethe,  shuld'  wedde  a  wyf  for 
any  fairenesse  or  gentilenesse,  but  alone  ^  for  richesse ;  and  yf 
any  2  man  were  poore,  and  the  woman  riche,  the  woman  shuld'  not 
take  hym,  but^  he  were  as  riche  as  she.  H  There  was  that  tyme  a 
gentile  knyght ;  but  he  was  poore,  and  had'  no  wyf-*.  he  went  by 
dyuerse  reames*  and  castels,  for  to  fynd'  a  wyf";  atte^  last  he  found' 
a  faire  lady  and  a  riche,  that  had'  right  many  richesse.  IT  The 
knyght  said'  to  her,  "  0  !  my  dere  lady,  is  it  nought^  pleasyng  to  you 
to  take  me  to  be^  your  husbond',  or  nought^]"     She  said',  "  tliou 

'  alle  onl^^         *  the.         ^  but  if.         *  regnes.         '  aud  at  the. 
^  oght.  ''   Om.  **  none. 
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she  answericP,  and  saicle,  "  Deei-*  frend,  Jjou  knowist  jje  lawe,  Jjat  no 
man  shnld  take  a  woman),  ne  no  woman)  a  man),  but  if  that  thei  wer' 
]yke  bothe  in  possession) ;  and  f)e?*fore  goith,  and  getitB  you  as 
moche  goode  as  I  haue,  and  ye  shaH;  haue  me  to  your  Avife  ait  redy." 
"Whenne  he  had  hui-de  this  answei'',  he  3ede  fro  hii-e  with  hevy 
cheere,  and  hadde  grete  care  by  what  way  fat  he  my3t  geete  fat 
goode,  to  be  abiH  to  wed  hure.  And  at  the  last  he  hurde  telle,  fat 
per  was  a  rich  Erie  in  fat  same  contre,  f e  which  was  blynde  att  f e 
tyme  of  his  life;  and  whenne  fe  kny3t  hurd  of  him,  he  fo3te  &' 
ymagenyd',  how  that  he  myght  best  haue  him  slayne ;  and  f  e;-f ore 
he  3ede  to  his  casteH.  but  ech  day  there  were  certeyne  men  armyd', 
fro  morowe  to  eve  to  kepe  f  is  Erie  ;  and  on  the  ny3t  per  was  a 
cej'tayne  hund,  that  vsid'  to  berke  euere,  when  ouy  enmy  was  nye, 
and  fat  so  cruelly,  fat  noon  dorst  for  him  come  nye  the  bed  of  f e 
Erie ;  for  he  wolde  wake  the  Erie,  and  with  his  berkinge  make  him 
to  knowe  f  e  comyng^  of  his  enmeys.  And  thenne  f  e  kny3t  saide  to 
him  selfe,  "  In  the  day  y  may  not  sle  f  e  Erie,  for  his  armyd  men, 
neithir  in  the  ny3t,  for  f e  hond  3  and  f erfoi''  the  best  fat  is  for  me, 
is  for  to  kiH  the  hond,  and  fenne  I  shaH  haue  my  purpose."     So  it 

[Second  Version.     Addit.  MS.  9066.] 

knowest  the  lawe.  The  law  ^  is  this  -  ordejmed,  that  a  man  shaH 
not  take  a  woman,  ne  a^  woman  a  man,  but  yf  thei  haue  bothe  ^ 
goodes  like  mekeH.^  Go  therfore,  and  gete  the  as  many  goodes  as  I 
have,  and  than  thou  shalt  have  me  to  wyf*."  he  herd'  this,  and  went 
away  hevy,  and  enterly  thought  how  and  by  what  way  he  might 
gete  good.  IT  Atte^  last  he  herd'  telle,  that^  there  was  a  dub  in 
ferre  countrees,  that  was  blynd'  'fro  his  birthe,  that^  was  right  riche, 
whan  he  herd'  this,  he  went  to  his  casteli,  and  thought  Avitfi  in  hj'm 
self  how  he  myght  sle  the  duk^ ;  but  on  the  day  men  were  'aH 
way^  redy  for^**  to  kepe  the  dut,  and  on  the  nyght  he  hact  a  liteii 
hounde,  fat  aH  way  barked'  whan  he  herd'  any  noise,  in  so  ^mekeH: 
fat^i  no  man  myght  come  to  the  dukes  bedde,  but  that  the  duk* 
shuld'  be  wakened'  i-  l^y  the  berkyng  of  the  dogge,  and  so  be  ^•^  warned' 
of  his  Enemyes.  IT  whan  the  knyght  sawe  this,  he  said'  with  in 
hym  seK"*,  "on  a^^  day  I  may  not  sle  hym,  for  armed'  men;  there  is 
none  other  help  to  me  but  sle^^  the  hound',  and  fan  I  hope  to 
fulhlle  my  jjurpose."     ^  It  happed'  on  a  nyght,  the^*'  knyght  eutred' 

'  Om.         2  thus.         3  Om.         "  Om.         *  niyche.         «  At  the.         ">  On. 

^  and.         '  Om.         '"  Oni.         "  myche  that  ther,         '^  warned. 

"  he,  MS.  "  the.  "'*  to  sle.  '«  that  the, 
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liappid  in  a  certayne  nyjt,  ]pat  Jje  kiiy^t  enteryd  in  to  pe  cliambir 
p?'euely  of  the  Erie  •  and  Avlienne  he  hurde  'pe  hond  bygynne  to 
berke,  he  shot  an  arowe  in  to  his  bely,  and  slowe  biin ;  and  fe  erle 
trowid,  when  he  hurde  no  niooi-'  berking*,  J)at  aH  was  in  goode  pes, 
and  slepte  a3en.  And  when  Jie  kny^t  sawe  fat,  he  drowe  out  his 
swerde,  and  slowe  fe  Erie,  and  tooke  aU  the  goodys  away  v^ith  him ; 
and  went  to  fe  lady,  and  saide  to  hii-*,  "  nowe,  lady,  I  dai''  say  ]?at 
our  goodys  ben  even,  fat  Tpon  may  not  excuse  fe,  but  pat  fou  may 
take  me  to  husbond'."  Thenne  saide  she,  "sir,  or  Jjou  wedde  me,  I 
woH  aske  oo  thing  of  Jie.  thow  shalt  go  to  fe  sepulcre  of  such  a 
dede  man,  and  pou  shalt  ligge  down)  beside  ^ifc,  to  herken  what  \>ovl 
shalt  here,  and  fenne  telle  me  what  jjou  hast  herde."  "  This  shaH  I 
do,"  quod  he.  He  armyd^  liyi^>  and  went  to  fe  sepulcre,  and  lay 
pe?"  att  ny^t ;  and  abowte  mydny^t  he  hurd  a  voys  passe  ther  away, 
seiyng,  "  A  !  erle,  what  askist  J)OU  of  me  for  to  do  ! "  "  A  !  rightwys 
luge,"  quo))  the  dede,  "  socowr  me,  for  I  aske  not  ellys  of  f e  but 

'  leaf  197,  back,  col.  2. 
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the  Chambre  of  the  duk^  prively,  and  "anon)  the  dogge  began  to 
barke.i  ^the  knyght  shotte  an  arow,  and  ^slow  the  hound',  the 
diilc*  herd'  not  the  dogge  baike,  and  wende  aH:  thing  had'  ben  in 
pease,  and  slept.  The  knjrght  toke  his  swerd'-*  and  slow*  the 
<lut  slepyng,  and  aH  his  goodes  he  toke  away  with  hym ;  and  went 
to  the  lady,  and  said',  IT  0  !  my  dere  lady,  now  are  oure  goodes 
even) ;  now  is  there  none  excusacion)  on  thi  side,  but  thou  slialt 
take  me  to  thyii)  husbond'."  %  She  said',  "  telle  me,^  how  in  so 
shorte  tyme  thou  hast  goten)"  so  many  goodes?"  he  said',  "I  have 
slayn)  a  duk*,  and  'have  taken)"  away  his^  goodes."  She  said',  "  yit 
oo  thyng  I  wille  aske  of  the,  before'-^  or  ^that  ye^''  wedde  me.  Go 
one^^  "yght  to  the  grave  of  the  dede^^;  ^and  fou  shalt  lye  beside  the 
grave,  and  what  thou  shalt  here  there,  thou  shalt  truly  telle  me.^^" 
The  knyght  said',  "I  shali  do  that  thoa  desirest."  II  The  knyght 
armed'  hym,  and  Avent  to  the  tombe  of  the  dede  man,  and  there  he 
Avas  aH  nyght.  and  at  mydnyght  there  come  a  voice,  and  said', 
%  0  !  thou  duk-,  that  here  lieth,^'*  Avhat  askest  thou  of  me,  that  I 
may  graunt  the'?"  he  said',  "  rightfuH  domesmati  Crist,  graunte  me 
my  peticion).     I  aske  of  the  no  thynge  but  vengeaunce  for^^  my 

'  the  dogge  barked  not.  ^  leaf  50,  back.  ^   Oni.         *  he  slew. 

*  me  that.  ^  gete.  ''  take.  *  alle  his.  "   On.  '"  tliou. 

"  ones  to.  '-  dede  man.  '''  Oni.         "  lyest.  '^  of. 
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veniauuce  for  my  Lloode,  for  falsely  I  am  slayne  for  my  gode." 

Theniie  saide   Ipe  luge,    "in  Jis  day  xxx".   3ere    jjoii   shalt   fynde 

veniaunce  for  fat  deede."     And  Avhan  fe  kny3t  had  hurde  fis,  he 

■was  hevy,  and  went  to  ]>e  lady,  and  tolde  hire  what  he  hadde  hurde. 

And  whenne  pe  lady  hurde  that,  she  saide,  "  the  tyme  of  xxx".  jere," 

quojj  she,  "  holdith  a  gret  space."     And  so  she  grauntyd  him,  and 

Le  weddid  hure,  and   levid  to-geder  aH  fis  tyme  in  gret  ioy  and 

solas.     And  when  fe  tyme  of  xxx".  jere  was  come  out,  the  knyjt 

maade  a  casteH  withoute  comparison)  in  strenght ;  and  in  fe  doore 

of  it  he  sette  thes  vers  : 

IT  Bum  ff  ro  Inngorcm,  tiolo  rcUgionts  amorcm ; 
■?Expcrs  langoris,  no«  Bum  mcmor  ijuius  amorts. 
l9cu  !  £u;m  langutbat  lupus,  agnus  esse  faolcbat, 
^ostqwrtm  tonualuit,  talis  bt  ante  fuit. 

The  exposicion)  of  theise  vers  is  this,  "While  I  suffre  and  am  in 
sekenesse,  I  woH  lede  Jje  life  of  religion),  and  of  goode  Eule,  but 
while  I  was  withoute  such  thraldom)  and  sekenesse,  not  lovicB  I  such 
life ;  and  so  it  farith  by  me  as  it  doith  by  a  wolfe,  for  whenne  she 
is  syke,  she  wold  haue  ben  a  lambe,  But  when  she  is  Eecoueryd',  she 

[Seco7id  Version.     Addit.  MS.  9066.] 

bloo(J,  that  I  am  vni-ightfully  slayn)  for  my  richesse."  IT  The  voice 
said',  "  this  day  xxx.  wyntir  thou  shalt  fynde  vengeaunce."  whan 
the  knyght  herd'  this,  he  was  right  sory ;  and  went  to  the  lady,  and 
shewed'  'to  her'  aH  that  he  hade  herd'.  H  The  lady,  whan  she  had'^ 
herd?  this,  she  thought  with  in  her  self*,  that  the  tyme  of  xxx. 
wyntir  Avas  a  good'  longe  space,  and  assented'  to  have^  the  knyght  to 
her  husbond' ;  and  alle  the  tyme  of  xxx.  wynter  thei  lived'  with  loye 
and  gladnesse,  ''and  grete  myrthe.*  H  Whan  the  tyme  of  xxx. 
wyntir  come  nere,  The  knyght  made  a  stronge  casteH,  and  on  the 
dore  'he  wrote ^  openly  thise  wordes^  that  foloweh). 

IT  Cum  fcro  langorcm,  fcro  rcligionis  amorcm; 
CEipcrs'  langoris,  non  sum  mcmor  f)uius  amoris. 
i)cli '.  cum  laugucbat  lupus,  agnus  bt  esse  liolcbat; 
Sell  cum  ronbaluit,  qualis  bt  ante  fuit, 

IT  wise  men,  whan  thei  had'^  red'  thise  verses,  thei  mervailed',  and 
many  saiden),  "  we  pray  the,  that  thou  wilte  expowne^  to  vs  the 
cause  of  this  scripture."  he  said',  "  poore  I  Avas,  and  sorow  I  had? 
for  my  poverte,  and  therfore  I  had?  me  in  aU  thynges  as  a  Eeligious 

'   Om.         *  Om.         ^  ta'.e.         ■*  Om.         *  was  wryte,         *  verses, 
^  Ex  pars    MS.  ^  Om.  *  expownde. 
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is  a  shrewe  as  she  was  before.  And  whan  lordys  come  forth  by, 
and  radde  theise  versis,  they  hadde  gret  mervaile,  and  praide  him 
that  he  wolde  declare  and  expone  tho  versys  to  hem.  And  thenne 
he  saide,  "  I  was  sometyme  poor",  and  thenne  sykenesse  tooke  me, 
fat  for  my  poiierte  and  syknesse  I  was  lowe  and  simpiH,  as  a 
religious  man ;  and  then  aftirward',  whan  that  y  was  Rekeueryd  fro 
my  infirmite  of  pouerte,  the  myude  of  god'  passith  fro  me.  And 
also,  when  y  was  in  my  pouerte,  I  shewid  me  to  my  wife  lyke  a 
lambe,  in  tyme  of  my  wowing*,  and  I  lovid  hire  so  moch,  that  I 
slowe  an  Erie  for  his  goode,  that  y  my3t  wedde  hire ;  and  whan  I 
hadde  slayne  him,  y  hurde  a  voys  sey,  that  his  bloode  shidde  be 
vengyd'  J^at  day  xxx".  ^ere.  And  I  tolde  this  to  my  wife,  and  3it 
not  withstonding*  she  tooke  me  to  husbond ;  and  so  we  haue  levid 
euer  hidertoward'  with  loy  and  prosperite.  And  nowe  this  day  viij. 
days  shaH^  be  fe  ende  of  xxx*\  3ere ;  and  Jierfore  I  pray  you,  be 
with  me  fat  day  at  meete,  and  we  shuH  preve  whethir  fe  voys  saide 
soth  or  no."  And  thei  grauntyd  it  to  him.  So  when  fe  day  come, 
ther  was  ordenyd  a  grete  fest,  and  grete  multitude  of  peple  was 
ther ;  and  whaii)  they  were  sittinge  at  mete,  and  servid'  with  greet 
diue?-site  of  daynteys,  ther  come  in  at  the  Avyndowe  a  brid,  colourid 

'  shalle  sliall<?,  MS. 
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man  in  symplesse ;  and  afterward',  whan  I  Avas^  wex  hole  of  the 
sikenesse  of  poverte,  the  mynde  of  god  went  from  me,  and  for 
sorow  of  poverte  I  shewed'  me-  a  meke  lambe  to  my  wyf*,  whan  •'^I 
wedded'  her,  and  was  Avith  in  a  crueH  wolf,  and  yit  I  loved'  her  so 
mekeH'*  for  richesse,  that  I  slow  the  duk*  traitoursl}^  whan  this 
was  done,  'fro  the  grave^  aboue  I  herd'  a  voice,  that  said',  "at  xxx. 
wyntirs  ende  the  blood'  of  hyni  tliat  is  slayii)  shaH  be  venged'." 
and  I  told'  my  wyf"  what  the  voice  said'.  IT  Notwithstondyng  this, 
she  toke  me  to  her  husbond',  and  bothe  we  ladde  our  lyf  viith  ioye. 
but  the  xviij.  day  aftir  this  tyme*^'  shall  ende  the  tyme  of  xxx. 
wyntir.  H  Therfore  I  pray  you  all,  'that  ye""  be  with  me  in  my 
fest."  thei  said',  "  We  graunte  ;  and  than  the  voice  we  sliuH  j^rove, 
that  spake  to  the^  from  aboue."  H  The  day  of  the  fest  is  comeu), 
and^  a  grete  multitude  'is  gadred'^"  of  peple.  whan  thei  were  sette, 
and  served'  *atte  borde^^  with  dy verse  mynstralcies^^  of  musit,  and 

'  Oin.         ^  to  me,  MS.         '  leaf  51.  "  mych.  *  at  the  grave  fro. 

"  day.        7  to.        8  me^  mS.        »  Om.        '"  Oin.        "  Om.        '=  iiiyustralles. 
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Vfiih.  diuerse  colours,  and  he  bigaii  in  a  merveilous  maner  swetly  to 
sing*.  And  the  kny3t  him  selfe  herkenyd  wele  to,  and  saide,  "  I 
trowe  Jjat  fe  song  of  this  brid'  be  a  p?*onosticacion)  and  a  bitokeni[n]g' 
of  yvel."  And  ^erioxQ  he  tooke  a  bowe  and  an  arowe,  and  slowe  Jjb 
bryd' ;  and  thenne  anoon  the  Erth  openyd,  and  the  casteilr,  with  the 
lord  and  )?e  lady,  and  aH  fiat  er  therin,  sonke  don).  And  nowe  fer  is 
a  passing*  depe  wate?*,  and  no  thing  may  abyde  in  it,  but  that  it  goith 
to  the  grounde. 

MORALITE. 

Deere  frendis,  this  Emperour  is  crist ;  \e  -which  made  fis  lawe, 
that  noon)  shuld  wedde  a  -woman)  but,  &c.  This  is  to  mene, 
fat  crist  woH  not  fat  we  were  weddid  to  noon)  but  to  him,  and  to 
his  richesse,  neythir  fe  woman),  scil.  his  godhede,  tooke  noon)  but  fat 
is  rich  in  vertuys,  and  goode  werkys.  The  knyjt,  that  went  aboute 
fro  contreys  &  castelles  to  seche  him  a  rich  wyfe,  is  eche  wordly 
man),  that  goith  aboute  in  fe  wordle,  in  diuerse  placys,  to  seche 
profetys,  and  at  fe  laste  he  fyndith  a  wife,  scz7.  the  flessh,  norisshid' 
in  richesse  of  deynteys  ;  and  thenne  he  covetitn  for  to  wed'  hire 

'  leaf  198.  col.  1. 
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sondry  messes  of  metes,  a  brid  coloured  with  dyverse  coloures  come 
in  atte'  wyndow,  and  began  to  syng  swetely  and  merveillously. 
H  The  knyght,  that  was  lord  of  the  fest  and  of  the  CasteH,  'diligently 
listened,  aud"^  said,  "I  trowe  that  this  bridde  betokeneth^  some 
eveH:  to  me."  II  he  toke  a  bowe  and  an  arow,  and  before  hem  aH  he 
slow  the  brid ;  and  anon)  the  erthe  opened,  and  swolowed  in  the 
casteH,  with  the  knyght  and  the  ladie,  and  with*  aH  that  w^ere  'ther 
in.^  In  the  whiche  place  is  a  fuH  depe  watir,  in  the  whiche  may  no 
thyng  dwelle  ne'^  abide,  but  it  falle  to  the  grounde. 

[Declaracio.]  worshipfuH  frendes,  this  Empi?rour  is  our  lord 
Ihesu  crist,  that  made  this  law,  that  no  man  shuld  wedde  a  woman, 
but  yf  he''^  hade  as  moche  as  she,''' that  is  to  sey,  god  wille,  and  biddes 
that  we  be  not  Avedded  to  a  woman,  but  to  hym  alone,  for  he  is 
habundaunt  in  richesse,  and  for  he  is  kyng  of  kynges,  and  lord  of 
lordes ;  ne  that  woman,  that  is,  the  godhede,  take  none  but  yf  he 
be  habundaunt  in  richesse,  that  is,  in  good  werkes  and  vertues, 
and  the  knyght  that  went  by  kyngdomes  and  Castels,  for  to  seke  a 
wyf*  in  richesse,  IT  Forsothe  it  is  every  worldly  man,  that  gothe 
aboute  the  world  by  dyue/'se  places,  to  be  norisshed  in  d  elites  of 

'  at  the.  *  Om.  '  byu.kene.  "   Om.  '  with  in. 

^  uor.  '  she,  he,  M.-^. 
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scil.  to  abit''e  stiH  witR  jje  de^'ciousites.  But  Jje  wife,  scil.  flessB, 
woH  not  assent,  til  tyme  )  at  he  haue  fe  same  richesse,  scil.  flesshely 
liking(?s  in  his  desir*,  and  workinges.  "What  is  fat  that  pe  flessh 
desirith  to  haue  1  Certenly  he  desiritB  wele  to  ete,  swetly  to  drinke, 
softely  to  ligye,  and  to  fele  no  hevy  thinge,  as  colde,  punysshyng<, 
and  sucB  othir;  and  j3e?-fore  the  wrecchid  man),  for  fat  he  wolde 
haue  this  wife,  scil.  to  lyve  idter  fe  flessh,  he  sleith  fie  Erie,  scil. 
reson),  f e  which  sholde  goouerne  men.  And  fe  armyd  men,  fat 
sholde  kepe  f  e  Erie,  scil.  baptym),  whenne  he  refusid'  f  e  deviH,  and 
tooke  him  to  criste.  But  f e  hounde,  fat  berkith  weH  in  the  ny^t, 
is  thyne  conscience,  f  e  which  gruechitfi  ayenst  vicis ;  and  this 
conscience  is  slayne  as  ofte  as  the  flessh  is  oue;'come  -with  dUiciousites, 
and  fat  fe  spirit"  is  submittid'  to  hem;  and  fus^  fe  Erie,  scil.  reson), 
is  2  slayne,  by  fe  which  a  man  shold'  haue  be  gouernyd?.  But  nowe 
we  most  loke  what  vaaner  voys  is  above]  Certenly  fe  voys  of 
god  is  above,  and  spekith  to  such  synne?'s  by  the  profyt  Isaye,  in 
this  maner,  Ve  vobis,  qui  sapientes  estis  in  ocnlis  vestris !  Wo  be  to 
you,  that  ben  wise  in  yo?<r  owne  si^t !  scil.  and  not  in  f  e  si3t  of  god'. 
}3eea  ben  f  ei,  that  sleith  hire  soulis,  and  weddith  hire  fleshely  lustys ; 
'  MS.  );is.  ""  MS.  >at  is. 
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richesse.  this  woman,  fat  is,  the  flessh,  wille  not  assent  fully  to 
man,  vnto  she  have  richesse,  that  is,  delite  of  the  flesh  in  dede. 
and  what  are  the  thynges  that  the  flessh  desireth  1  forsothe  for  to 
ete  wele,  drynke  swetely,  and  to  grete  delicate  thynges,  and  for  to 
haue  no  disease  agayn)  the  flessh.  IT  But  wrecchecJ  man  f  ynketh 
not  before  of  thynges  that  are  to  come,  but  slow  the  ^duke,  that  is, 
reson),  that  oweth  to  rewle  the  flessh.  ^  The  armed'  men,  that  kept 
the  duk*  on  day,  it  are  vertues  that  he  toke  in  the  house  of  baptyme, 
whan  he  forsoke  the  fende,  and  drew  to  crist.  But  the  lyteH  hounde, 
that  berked'  on  nyghtes,  is  thi  conscience,  that  aU  way  gruccheth 
ayenst  vices,  the  conscience  is  slayn)  whan  the  flessh  is  over-come  in 
delites,  and  the  sprite  put  vndir;  and  so  is  the  dut  slayn),  that  is, 
reson),  by  the  which  man  shuld'  be  rewlec'P.  IT  But  now  it  is  to  se, 
what  is  the  voice  that  cemeth  down)  fro  above  ?  forsothe  it  is  the 
voice  of  god',  that  speketh  to  synfuH:  men  in  holy  scripture  by  ysae, 
that  seith,  IT  Wo  be  to  you  that  risen)  erly'^  for  to  folow  dronknesse, 
and  that  loynen)  houses  to  houses,  and  are  wise  in  youre  sight !  thise 
it  are  fat  haten)  the  soules,  and  wedden)  flesshly  lust.     %  Suche  one 

'  leaf  51,  back.  '  yerely,  MS. 
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and  of  sucii  men  it  is  to  dred',  for  casuaH  vengeaunce;  for  hooly 
scripture  syngitfi  and  seiytB  to  a  synfuH  soule,  Reuertere,  Reiiertere, 
sunamitis,  Be  fou  turnyd  ajen,  be  jjou  turnyd  ajen,  synfuH  soule,  ])at 
we  go(J,  scil.  fadir  and  sone  and  holy  gost,  mowe  see  Jie  to  our  lykenesse, 
and  in  Jje  same  shap  of  fairnesse  J>at  we  maade  fe  in,  Kowe  an  obstinat 
man  woU  not  take  hede  to  ])is,  but  what  he  shetith  an  arowe  of 
synne  ;  and  ^it  nowithstondyng*  \q  faire  warnynge  pat  he  hath  by  Jje 
scWptur*,  he  sleeth  crist  ayen,  yn  fat  J?at  in  him  is,  an[d]  settith  vp 
thenne  a  casteH  of  pryde.  Thenne  HeU  openyth,  and  aH  his 
delieatis  fallith  downe  jjerinne ;  therfore  late  vs  so  tame  our  flessh, 
]jat  we  mowe  come  to  Jje  euerlastynge  ioy.  Ad  quod  nos  ducat 
regriMid  in  secula  !     Amen. 

[  LXIV.  ] 
OLIMPUS  THE  EMP^i20UR. 

(how  a  jealous  queen  satisfied  her  spite.) 

O  limp  us  was  an  Emperour  in  fe  cite  of  Eome,  ))e  which  weddid 
a  mayde  \  and  afti?-  that  she  conceivid'  wM  him,  and  brought 
forth  a  childe.      K'owe   Jje   lawe  was  fat  tyme,  that  eche  woman) 
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is  gretely  to  drede ;  for  the  brid',  that  is,  holy  scripture,  every  day 
syngeth  to  vs,  and  to  a  synfutt  soule  that  is,  turne  agayn),  synfuH 
wrecche,  that  is,  turne  agajTi),  thou  wrecched'  soule,  fat  we  may 
behold?  the,  That  is,  that  I,  god,  be-holde  fe,  with  the  fadir,  and  f e 
sone,  and  the  holy  gost,  and  that  we  may  see  the  to  our  symylitude, 
in  the  same  fairenesse  that  we  made  fe.  ^  But  man  contrarious  to 
god',  savereth  not  fise  thynges,  but  sheteth  to  hym  an  arow  of  synne, 
and  in  as  mekeH  as  in  hym  is,  he  putteth  efte  sones  crist  on  the 
crosse,  and  reiseth  vp  to  hym  self*  a  CasteH  of  pride ;  and  so  the 
erthe  of  helle  is  opened',  and  suche  one  with  aU  his  synnes  devowreth. 
II  Therfore  studie  we  so  to  tame  our  flessh,  and  please  god',  that  we 
may  come  to  everlastyng  mede.  to  the  whiclie  bryng  vs  and  lede 
vs  the  hie  and  myghty  lorct  Ihesws  !    Amen. 

[  XVL  leaf  27.  ] 

lympyus  reigned'  in  the  Citee  of  Eome,  a  fuH  wise  man,  that 
toke  a  maiden)  1  to  wyf*,  that  conseived',  and  bare  a  child'. 
There  was  that  tyme  a  law  made,  that  every  woman  in  her 

'  mayde,  C. 
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shu[l]d  go  to  cliirche,  in  tyme  of  hire  purificaciori) ;  and  Jjenne  she 
sholde  make  to  be  wretyD)  in  J)e  dore  of  the  chirche  iij.  noble  and 
profitable  wordis,  to  edificacion)  of  Jje  peple,  and  thenne  she  shuld  go 
home  a3en.  So  whenne  pe  Emperesse  shulde  be  purified',  she 
enteryd  in  to  the  temple ;  and  after  hire  purificacioii)  she  maade  iij. 
wordis  to  be  wretyn)  in  fe  dore  of  fe  temple,  scil.  Bex  sum  regens, 
et  mens  est  totus  mundus,  I  am  a  kyng  goue?-nyng',  and  aH:  Jje  wordle 
is  myne.  ^  It  happid  after  fis,  fat  an  ofer  worthi  lady  3ede  to  fe 
same  chircB,  w/t/i  gret  mynstracy  afore  hire ;  and  Jje  Empresse  lay 
in  hire  casteH  wyndowe,  and  sawe  it,  and  saide  to  hire  selfe,  "  "What ! 
3onde  qwene  goith  to  chirche  wzt/i  as  gret  rialte  as  it  were  I  my  selfe  ! 
J^ay,"  quo])  she,  "  it  shaH  not  be  so,  for  I  shaH;  be  vengyd  of  hire." 
She  went,  and  purveid'  hire  of  two  serpentis.  ]^owe  fis  forsaide 
worthi  lady,  in  hire  turnyng^  hom  fro  chirch,  she  made  to  be  wryte 
vp  on  fe  chirch-dor',  or  fat  she  passid  furth,  theise  wordes,  Infans 
Suva  ad  vhera;  lacte  viuo  puro,  I  am  an  infant  at  fe  pappis,  and 
live  with  clene  melke.  And  thenne  she  went  home,  and  maad  a 
gret  fest ;  and  thenne  anoon,  whenne  fe  fest  was  done,  fe  Emperesse 

'  leaf  198,  col.  2. 
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purificacioi:i),  the  whiche  goth  to  cliirche,  shuld'  write  iij.  notable 
wordes  in^  the  chirche-dorre,  to  edificacion)  of  the  peple;  whan  this 
were  done,^  she  shuld'  go  home  Avith  solempnyte.  II  It  hapned',^ 
that  the  Empresse  shuld'  be  purified',  and  went  into  the  temple ;  and 
after  the  purificacioh)  thise  wordes  that  foloweu)  were  written)  on  the 
chirche-dore,  IT  /  am  a  kynge  rewlyng  the  worM ;  the  world:  is  oH 
myne.^  It  'befelle  aftirward',^  that  a  noble  lady  and  a  gentile  shuld' 
go  to  chirche,  ^to  be  purified','^  with  trumpes  and  dy verse  maner ''  of 
Mvsike.  IT  whan  the  Empresse  sawe  this,  anoii)  she  said',  "  loo ! 
this  woman  with  so^  grete  solempnyte  gothe  to  be  purified';  it  shaH 
not  be  so,  but  I  shaH  be  avenged' ^  on  her."  H  Anon)  she  ordeyned'^** 
ii.  serpentes.  The  lady,  whan  she  was^^  purified',  and  shuld'  go  home, 
she  did'  write  on  the  chirche-dore,  /  am  a  child  ;  I  souJce  my  mylke 
at  my^^  modirs  tetes,  and  I^^  live  clenly.  whan  this  was  done,  she 
went  home,  and  made  a  grete  fest  to  aH.  H  whan  the  fest  was  done, 
the  Empresse  sent  to  her  a  messanger,  that  she  shuld'  come  to  her. 

'  onne.  *  seid.  '  happede.  ''  at  myne.         *  fiUe  after.         *  Om. 

''  maners.  °   Om.  ^  vengyd.  '"  ordened  hire  of. 

"  shulde,  MS.  ''  On.  "  Om. 
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sente  after  the  lady,  fat  slie  sholde  come  to  hire,  wz'tZ/oute  langer 
delay.  And  fe  lady  come  to  hire,  and  anoon,  Avhenne  she  was 
come,  and  hadde  enterid  in  to  })e  chambir,  f)e  lady  knelid'  downQ 
and  with  gret  reuerence  made  hire  salutacion).  And  thenne  spal^ 
the  empe?-esse,  "  J2ou  knowist  not  whi  I  sent  after  the  1 "  And  she 
saide,  "I^ay,  lady,"  Thenne  saide  fe  emperesse,  "I  haue  here  twey 
childeryn)  to  be  noreshid,  and  hem  shalt  ]io\x  norish,  for  fou  hast 
melke."  Thenne  saide  the  lady,  "  I  assent,  madame ;  and  lord 
wolde,  that  I  were  able  or  worthi  to  norissh  your  childeryn."  Thenne 
saide  the  Empresse,  "  Do  of  and  nakyn)  fie  of  aH  ])i  Clothingt,  or  eUis 
I  shall  make  \iq,  in  malgre  of  fi  tethe.  For  I  woH  see  my  two 
childeryn)  "S'^on  fy  pappis."  And  then  saide  fe  lady,  "  and  where  ben 
your  childryn,  whom  I  shulde  norissh  ?  "  And  thenne  j^e  Empresse 
shewid  hire  two  serpentis,  and  saide,  ''  Theise  two  jjou  most  norissh 
me,  with  fi  melke."  Thenne  saide  fe  lady,  "  For  ]je  love  of  almyjty 
god,  haue  mercy  of  me ;  sle  me  not ! "  Thenne  saide  she,  "  ]?ou 
laborist  att  in  vayne,  for  ]jou  shalt  norissh  to  me  theise."  Anoon  she 
sette  to  hire  pappis  fe  serpentis ;  And  whan  pat  fei  felte  warme,  fei 
sette  hire  feet  in  to  hire  flessh ;  and  fenne  fe  Emperesse  saide  to 
hire,  "Do  ])i  Clothis  nowe  vpon)  pe,  an[d]  go  hom."     The  lady  ^ede 
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The  lady  went  to  her.  IF  anon)  whan  she  was^  entrecJ  the  chambre 
of  the  Empresse,  worshipfully  she  saluted'  ^the  Empresse.^  %  Tlian^ 
said'  the  Empresse,  "  wotest  thou  whi  I  send'  for  the]"  'she  said' 
"  naye,  my  lady."  than  seid'  ^  the  Empresse,^  "  I  have  .ij.  smale 
sonnes  to  be  norisshed',  the  whiche  I  shaH  take  to  the ;  do  of  thi 
clothes  wilfully,  or  thou  shalt  agayn)  tlii  wille,  for  I  desire  Ho  se'^ 
my  sonnes  on  thi  tetes."  the  lady  said',  "  Where ^  are  your  liteH 
children)]"  she  shewed'  to  her  .ij.  foule^  serpentes.  IT  Than  said' 
the  lady  'to  the  Empresse,  "  for  the  love  of  god^  have  mercy  on  me, 
and  slee  me  not,  for  I  wille  ^'^  bye  my  lif<  of  you  father  than  to  be 
thus  11  dede."  IT  The  Empresse  said',  "Thou  laborest  in  vayn),  for 
thou  shalt  norissh  me  thise  ij.  children)."  and  anon)  she  piit  hem  to 
her  pappes;  and  than  she  bad'  her^^  clothes  shuld'  be  put  on  her 

'   Om.         '  here.         =>  Om.         *  leaf  27,  back.         *  07>i.         «  Om. 

'  were,  MS.  «  Om.  '  Om.  '"  wole,  jtassim. 

"  or  I  sholde  be.  '•'  that  here. 
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horn,  and  she  was  so  venemyd?  by  the  serpentis,  that  wlthlime  J)e 
thirde  day  she  dayde ;  and  gret  sorowe  was  maade  for  Wre  deth. 

MORALITE. 

Deere  frendis,  J)is  Emperoiir  is  Jje  deviH,  jjat  tooke  a  wyfe,  scil. 
wickydnesse,  of  whom  he  hath  bygete  mony  sonys  and  do3tris. 
And  he  ordenyd  for  a  lawe,  that  eche  woman),  scil.  flessh,  after 
tyme  Jjat  it  were  clensid?  fro  synne,  shulde  -nrite  in  fe  dore  of  his 
herte  some  notable  things  fat  plesid  to  pe  deviH.  And  what  is  fat  1 
Certenly  fis  it  is,  fat  fo3  a  synner  shryve  him  of  aH  his  synnes,  3it 
fe  devel  couetith  fat  he  holde  w/t7anne  liim  wiH  and  purpose  of 
synnyng^ ;  and  f  (ft  is  a3enst  f  e  word'  of  saynt  petir,  Sicut  canis  ad 
vomituva.,  ita  homo  ad  peccatum.,  qui  iterat  vias  suas  ad  vomihim. 
He  likenith  and  seiyth,  fat  f e  synne?"  fat  turnith  a^ene  to  his  synne 
and  to  his  Ivel  weyis,  he  may  be  hkeniJ  to  an  hound  fat  turnith 
a3en  to  his  vomyt.  The  Emperesse  wrot  in  the  dore  of  f  e  hertis  of 
synnerys,  Rex  sum  regens,  et  meus  est  totus  miindus,  I  am  gouernyng^ 
fe  wordle,  and  att  fe  wovdle  is  myn),  scil.  aH  my  hert  is  in  fe 
wordle,  and  not  to  god'.  The  lady,  fat  3ede  after  to  chirche  wit^ 
melodeys,  is  a  man  fat  goith  w;"t7i  goode  ^vertuys,  And  not  only  to 

'  leaf  198,  back,  col.  1, 
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agayn).     and  the  thirde  day  after  she   dierp,  as^  by  fretyng  of  the 
addres,  of  whos  dethe  was'^  made  ^grete  sorow^  in  the  Cite. 

Declaratio.  Frendes,  this  Emperour  is  a  deveH,  that  toke  a  wyf, 
that  is,  wikkednesse,  vpon  the  whiche  he  gate  a  sone.  wherfore  he 
made  a  lawe,  that  every  woman,  that  is  to  sey,  the  flessh,  after  that 
it  is  clensed'  of  synne,  he  must  write  in  the  dorre  of  his  hert  some 
notable  thyng,  that  may  please  hym ;  and  the  scripture  is  this, 
H  Alle  though  I  a  synner  be  confessed',  yit  the  deveH  wille  that  he 
have  a  wille  to  turne  agayn)  to  synne.  and  that  is  agayn)  the  saiyng 
of  seint  Petre,  as  a  hounde  goth  to  his  fomet,  so  dothe  a  synner  that 
goth  agayn)  to  liis  synne.  IT  The  Empresse  wrote  in  the  dorre  of 
synnefuH  men,  I  am  a  kyng  rewlyng  the  world' ;  and  the  world'  is  aH 
myne,  that  is  to  sey,  alle  myne  hert  is  the  world?,  and  the  world'  is 
aH  myn),  and  no  thyng  to  god'.  H  The  lady,  that  went  aftir  to  the 
cliirche  with  trumpes,  is  a  man  that  goth  with  good'  vertues,  not  alle 

'  Oiii.  ^  ther  was.  '  a  gvete  dole. 
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be  purifiecJ  of  his  synne^,  but  neuer  to  turue  to  liem  a3en.  And 
Jjerfore  he  writith  in  pe  dore  of  his  herte,  Infans,  &c.  She  is  an 
infaunt,  towchyng^  synnes  and  synnyng*,  Hanging*  at  pe  pappis  of 
feith  and  of  hoope,  The  which  ben  two  pappis  of  the  cristyn  man, 
by  jje  which  he  may  drawe  out  melke  of  goode  vertuys;  And 
wit/ioute  vertuys,  and  withonte  feith,  it  is  vnpossible  j^at  a  man)  shaH 
be  safe.  But  whenne  the  Emperesse,  sell,  wickydnesse  of  pe  deviH, 
hath  enxie  to  such  a  man,  and  seyith,  "j?ou  shalt  norissh  me  ij 
Childeryn),"  scil.  ij.  serpentis.  By  theise  serpentis  we  vndirstond' 
pruyd  of  and  wrong*  couetise  of  flessh ;  For  fe  which  two  of[t]e  tyme 
a  man  deyith.  And  jje?'fore  late  vs  euer  be  abowte  so  to  plese  our 
god,  pat  we  mowe  come  to  pe  blisse  of  hevene,  &c. 

[  LXV.  ] 
CICLADES  THE  EMPiJiJOUE. 

(op  the  ingratitude  of  a  steward  towards  a  poor  man 
WHO  had  saved  his  life.) 

Ciclades  regnycJ  a  wise  Emperour  in  pe  Cite  of  Eome,  and  ouer 
aH:  thingis  he  was  me?*cifuH:.     And  it  happid,  as  he  went  onys 
by  a  forest,  ther  mette  with  him  a  poor*  man.    And  whan  pe  Emperour 
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only  to  be  purified'  of  aH  his  synnes,  but  that  in  no  wise  from  hens 
forward?  he  declyn)  to  synne  agayn).  And  therfore  it  is  written)  in 
the  dorre  of  thyn)  hert,  5[  I  am  a  sowkyng  chilcJ,  that  is,  vnto  synne, 
and  hangyng  at  the  tetes  of  feith  and  hope,  the  whiche  are  ij.  tetes 
of  cristeu)  men,  by  the  wliiche  we  now  draw  to  mylke  of  goocJ 
vertues.  wherfore  with  outen  feith  it  is  vnpossible  to  be  saved'. 
IT  Also  by  feith  we  are  made  sauf,  after  the  appostels  wordes.  The 
Empresse,  the  wyf  of  the  deveH,  that  is,  wikkednesse,  hathe  Envie  to 
suche  a  man,  and  seith,  thou  shalt  norrissh  me  ij.  sones,  that  are 
ij.  serpentes,  the  whiche  are,  pride  of  lyf*,  and  concupiscence  of  flessh  ; 
for  the  whiche  two,  ofte  sithe  man  is  slayri)  gostly.  IT  Therfore  stodie 
we  so  to  please  god'  in  aH  thyng,  that  we  may  come  to  ever  lastyng 
loye  with  outen)  ende.     Amen, 

[  XX.   leaf  30,  hack.  ] 

INclides  in  the  Citee  of  Eome  Eeigned',  a  full  wise  man,  and 
aboue  aH  thyng  he  was  mf'rcyfuH.  It  happecB  ones  as  he 
walked!   by   a   forest,    he    mette    with  a  poore  man.     "IT   The 
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sawe  liim,  lie  saiJe  to  hym  witJt  a  grete  pyte  and  mercy,  "  Wliens 
art  pou,  freinl'  1 "  "  Sir,"  quojj  Ipe  o])er,  *'  I  am  your  man,  and  borne 
in  yo?/r  londe,  and  fallj'^n  in  to  gret  myschefe  and  nede."  "  For 
sothe  "  quo])  pe  Empe/'our,  "  and  if  I  knewe  fat  J>on  woldist  be  a 
trewe  man,  I  sliolde  avaunce  fe  to  grette  digniteys  and  richesses. 
And  what  is  thi  name,  tel  me  1 "  "  sir,"  quop  lie,  "  Lenticulus.  And 
I  be-hote  you  to  be  a  trewe  man ;  and  if  euer  ye  find  ony  otliir  -with 
me,  I  woH  bynd  me  to  att  Ipe  peyne  J^at  ye  woH  deme."  And  when 
fe  Einpe?'our  liurd'  that.  He  avauncyd  him,  and  made  him  kny3t, 
and  stiward'  of  aH  his  empire.  And  when  he  was  this  i-liyed',  he 
wex  prout ;  and  he  defyed'  hem  fat  were  worthier  fan  he,  and  sette 
hem  at  nou3t,  and  simple  men  &  pooi^  men  he  spoilect.  And  yn  a 
tyme,  as  he  roode  yn  to  f e  forest,  he  co??«maundid'  to  f e  foster,  fat 
he  shulde  make  an  hunderith  depe  diches  in  f  e  forest,  and  cover 
them  witJi  wele  smelling^  herbis,  fat  f e  best/s  myjt  faH  in  hem,  If 
it  happid  hem  to  renne  out  of  f e  forest.  And  f e  foster  dude  as  he 
co/Hmaundid.  It  happid  afterward',  fat  f is  stiward  rood  to  f e  forest*, 
to  see    f  e  diches ;  and  as    he  rood,  he  thowte,   "  I  am  riche,  and 
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Emperour,  whan  he  sawe^  hym,  he  was  stered  with,  mercy,  and  seid, 
"of  whens  art  thour'  he  said,  "sir,  I  am  your  man,  and  of  your 
lund  born),  and ^  am  poore  and  nedy."  IT  The  Emperour  said,  "yf 
I  wist  that  thou  were  trew,  I  shuld^  promote  the  to  richesse ;  telle 
me,  Avhat  is  thi  namel"  he  said,  "lenticulus  is  my  name,  ''and  I 
wille  ^  be  trew  vnto  ^  you ;  and  yf ''  I  do  otherwise,  I  bynde  me  to  ^ 
aH  payn)."  whan  the  Emperour  had  herd  this,  he  promoted  hym ; 
and  sone  after  he'-*  made  hym  knyght,  and  ordeyned  hym  steward  of 
'his  Empire. !•*  IT  Whan  he  was  thus  I-lifte^^  vp,  his  hert  was 
enhaunsed  in^^  pricle,  'passyng  aH^^  that  were  worthier  than  he  ;  he 
dispised  the  symple,  and  the  poore  he  dispoyled  and  robbed.  IF  On 
a  tyrae  whan^'^  he  rode  by  a  forest,  he  comaunded  the  forster^^  to 
make  an  hundred  pittes  right  depe  in  the  forest,  and  hille  hem  with 
swete  herbesj  and^''  yf  it  happed'  fat  the  bestes  ronne  by  the  forest, 
thei  shuld  falle  into  the  pittes.  he^''  said,  "sir,  thi  wille  shall  be 
do.is"  IT  After  this^^  it  happed,  that  the  ^bestes  ronne,  and  tlie^o 
Steward  rode  to  the  forest,  for  to  see  the  pittes ;  and  as  he  rode,  he 

'  met  with.           ^  I.          ^  shalle.          ''  leaf  31.  *  wole,  j?assj?«.         *  to. 

'   Om.         8  in.         »   Om.         '"  the  Emperour.  "  lifte.          '^  with. 
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I-maade  a  gret  lord,  and  all  fe  Empire  is  at  my  ledyng'."  And 
with  pat  prowde  ])03te  he  smot  fe  liors  wM  ])e  sporis,  and  sodenlicli 
fel  into  on  of  fe  deppist  dichis,  fat  he  ordenyd'  to  be  made ;  and  he 
myjte  by  no  way  passe  out,  For  he  was  corpulent  and  hevy.  and 
soone  after  pis,  per  stert  in  to  pe  same  dich  an  hungery  lyoii) ;  and 
when  pe  stiward'  sawe  pat,  he  was  hyely  adrad'.  And  then  soone 
after,  per  fill  in  an  Ape ;  and  after  pe  Ape,  a  serpe??,t.  Atid  whenne 
pe  stiwarcJ  was  pis  w^allid  abowte  with  theise  iij.  bestis,  he  began  to 
swete  for  drede.  In  pis  same  tyme  per  was  in  the  cite  a  poor*  man, 
namyd'  Gwido,  and  he  hadde  an  asse,  with  pe  which  asse  he  wolde 
go  euery  day  to  pe  forest,  for  to  gade?'  smaH  wode ;  and  laade  his 
asse,  and  lede  it  to  pe  market,  and  selle  it,  and  so  susteyne  him  and 
his  wife,  for  mor*  hadde  he  not  to  lyve  wit?i.  So  this  poore  man 
come  in  a  certeyne  day  to  pe  forest,  for*  to  gadir  stikkys,  as  he  was 
wonyd'.  And  when  he  come  nye  pe  pitte,  per  as  pe  stiward'  was  in, 
The  stiward'  cryde,  and  saide,  "  Sir,  sir,  come  heder,  and  here  me,  and 
pou  shalt  like  it  for  euer  ! "  And'  Hhenne  gwido  hering'  pe  voys  of 
a  man),  he  hadde  grette  wondir,  and  come  ner",  and  saic^,  "lo  !  I  am 
heere  ;  what  art  pou  that  callist  me  ?"  Thenne  saide  he,  "  I  am,"  quop 
he,  "  the  stiward  of  pe  Empire,  and  por3  chaunce  I  am  faH  her*  into 

*  leaf  198,  back,  col.  2. 
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thought,  "  I  am  right  grete,  for  aH;  'thyng  are^  at  my  biddyng.  Is 
there  any  god  but  I  ] "  And  he  smote  the  horse  with  the  sporres, 
and  fille  into  one  of  the  pittes,  that  before  he  had'  ordeyned' ;  and 
niyght  not  out.  H  And  sone  aftir  hym  fille  a  lyon)  into  the  same 
pitte;  IT  ^And  aftir  the  lyon)  fille 2  an  Ape;  and  'aftir  the  Ape^  a 
Serpent,  whan  the  Steward'  was  thus  vnbesette^  with  thise  iij.^ 
bestes,  he  was  right  sory.  H  There  was  that*^  tyme  in  the  Citee  a 
]:)oore  man,  whos  name  was  Guy,  that  had'  no  thynge  but  an  Asse, 
that  every  day  was  wonte  to  go  to  the  forest,  for  to  gadre  stikkes, 
and''  charge  his  asse,  and^  lede  to  the  market  for^  to  selle;  and  so 
eusteyned'  hym  self*  and  his  ^^7f.  H  And  as  Guy  went  in  to^''  the 
forest,  he  herd'  the  Steward'  out  of  the  pitte  seiyng,  "  0  !  dere  frend', 
Avhat  so  ever  thou  art,  here  me,  and  it"  shaH  be  to  the  ever  wele." 
%  Guy,  whan  he  herd'  a^^  voice  of  a  man,  he  stode  beside  the  pitte, 
and  seid',  "  lo  !  I  am  here,  for  thou  called'  me."     IT  Than  said'  the 

'  thinges  ben.         ^  Om.         ^  Om.         *  byset.         *  Om.         *  in  that. 
'  to.  "  to.  '  Om.  '"  Om.  "  tliat.  ^'  the. 
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fis  diclie ;  and  heere  is  beside  me  a  lion),  and  an  ape,  and  a  se^-pent, 
and  I  ne  wote  of  whom  I  shaE  be  furst  devowryd'.  And  ferfor, 
[for]  the  love  of  god',  gets  a  long'  corde,  by  pe  wliicli  I  may  be 
drawyn)  out ;  and  y  vndirtake,  fat  I  shaH  avaunce  ]3e  and  aH  Tpjne 
ferfore  for  euer.  And  but  I  soone  be  holpyn),  I  sliaH  be  devowrid'  by 
theise  bestis."  Tbenne  saide  gwido,  ")?at  were  harde  to  me  for  to 
do,  for  I  haue  not  to  live  by,  but  fat  I  gadre  wode  here  in  fe  forest, 
fat  I  seH ;  and  if  I  go  abowte  fis  eruwde,  I  most  tbenne  leve  myne 
owne  ocupacion) ;  and  ferfore,  if  I  haue  not  of  you  for  my  labour,  it 
woH'  be  to  me  and  to  my  wife  gret  lost  and  harme."  Then  answerid' 
fe  stiwar(J,  and  saide,  "By  fe  helthe  of  the  Empe?-our,  my  lord', 
and  by  fe  ofe  that  I  haue  maade  to  him,  I  shaH  to-morowe  avaunce 
fe  and  aH  thyne  to  grete  richesses,  If  fou  wolt  do  so."  quoth 
gwydo,  "  I  shal  do  thi  bidding'."  He  went  home,  and  fette  a  long* 
rope  ;  and  come  to  fe  pitte,  and  saide,  "  Sir  stiwarde,  ^howe  !  looke 
vp  !  for  I  caste  downe  a  long*  roope  here  to  the ;  and  ferfore  bynde  it 
abowte  fi  mediH,  and  I  shalle  draAve  f e  vp."  And  fenne  fe  stiwar(J 
was  glad,  ancf  saide,  "  Late  downe  the  corde ; "  and  so  he  dude. 
And  whew  fe  lyon)  sawe  fe  corde  maade  redy  to  take  him  oute,  he 
stirte  yn  to  it.  And  whenne  gwido  felte  a  grette  wey3t,  he  trowicP 
fat  it  hadde  y-be  f e  stiwarcJ ;  and  vndir  fat  trust  he  drowe  vp  f e 

'  ?  MS.  nowe. 
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knyght,  "  I  am  the^  Steward'  of  the  Emperour,  and  2  in  this  pitte  are 
Avith  me  a  lyon),  an  Ape,  and  a  serpent ;  and  I  wote  not  whiche  of 
thise  shaH  first  devowre  me.  therfore,  for  goddes  love,  draw^  me 
out,  and  I  shatt  wele  promote  the,  For  but  I  sone  have  help,  of  thise 
iij.  bestes  I  shaH  be  devowred'."  IF  Guy  seiJ,  "this  is  herd?  to^  me 
to  do,  for  I  have  right  nought,  but  that^  I  gadre  stikkes,  and  selle 
hem,  and  therof*  am  I  susteyned'.  But  I  shall  fulfilled  your  wille, 
and  yf^  I  have  nought  of  you,  it  shaH  be  'harme  to  me.^"  IT  The 
Steward!  seid!,  "by  the  help^  of  the  Emperour,  thou^*^  and  aH  thyne 
to-morow  I  shaH  promote  to  grete  richesse."  IT  Guy  seid',  "  I  shaH 
do  that  thou  biddest."  he  ^^went  to  the  Citee,  and  bought  ^^  ^  longe 
corde,  and  stode  on^^  the  pitte  side,  and  lette  downe  the  corde,  and 
saicf,  "  Steward,  come  vp  by  the  corde."     If  Whan  the  lyon)i*  sawe 

'   Om.         *  Om.         '  with  a  long  cord  draw.         *  for.         *  Om. 
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lion) ;  and  when  fe  lion)  was  vp,  he  maacJ  a  maner  of  ioiyng*  to  him, 
and  Jjan  he  ran  to  pe  wode.  And  thenne  Gwido  sent  down)  jje  Roop 
a3en.  And  theune  Jie  Ape  stirte  in  to  Jie  Eoope,  or  corde,  and  so  gwido 
drowe  vp  jje  Ape  in  stede  of  pe  stiward' ;  and  then  J)e  Ape  ran  a3en 
to  J)e  wode.  Thenne  fe  thirde  tyme  gwido  late  jje  Eoope  go  downe, 
and  Jie  se?'pent  stirte  in  to  it,  and  was  drawyii  vp  as  were  Jje  oper ; 
and  maade  a  mane/'  of  thonking'  to  fie  man,  and  3ede  his  way  to  pe 
wode.  And  thenne  spake  pe  stiward!  to  him,  "Deer-'  frend,  nowe 
pou  hast  faire  deliueryd  me  of  theise  thre  bestis,  N^owe  late  pe  corde 
faH,  and  I  shatt  come  vp."  the  man  late  pe  corde  faH,  and  pe 
stiward!  gurde  him  per  in,  and  was  drawyn)  vp.  Whenne  he  was  vp, 
he  saide  to  gwido,  "  come  to-morowe  at  noon  to  pe  palys,  and  I  shaH 
avaunce  Jje  for  euer."  Thenne  gwido  was  glad',  and  went  home 
w^t/^oute  ony  stickj's  or  wode.  And  whenne  his  wife  sawe  fat,  She 
askid  of  him,  whi  J)at  he  hadde  not  gadericJ  stickis,  wherby  fat  f ei 
my^te  have  hire  sustynaunce  that  day.  And  thenne  he  tolde  hire 
aH  f  e  processe,  as  ys  saide  afore,  How  f  e  stiward'  fell  in  to  f  e  diche, 
and  howe  he  deliuered'  him,  and  howe  he  shall  recey^^e  f e?-fore  his 
nieede  on  fe  morow.  And  when  she  hadde  hiirde  f es  wordis,  she 
was  right  glarp,  and  saide,  "  Late  vs  nowe  be  mery,  and  in  f e  morowe 
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the  corde,  he  sterte  therto,  and  helcf  it  strongly.  Guy  wen(J  he  had' 
drawen)  vp  the  knyght,  and^  drewe  vp  the  lyon) ;  and^  whan  the 
lyon)  was  drawen)  vp,  he  lowtecJ  to  hym,  and  ranne  to  the  wode. 
[Then  the  second  tyme  he  lete  downe  the  corde.  The  ape  saw  that, 
and  lepe  therto,  and  so  he  was  drawne  vp  ;  and  thankyd  hym  on  his 
maner,  and  went  to  the  wode.  The  iij.  tyme  he  let  don)  the  corde. 
The  serpent  saw  that,  and  stert  therto,  and  was  drawyn  vp ;  and 
lowtyd  to  hym,  and  went  to  the  wode.^]  II  Than  the  steward'  seid', 
"now  am  I  delyuered'  of  iij.*  bestes,  lette  downe  now  the  corde  to 
me,  that  I  may  assend'."  and  so  it  was  done,  he  knytte  it  fast 
about  his  arse,  and  Guy  drew  hym  out.  IT  And  than  said'^  the 
knyght,  "come  to-morow  at  none  to  the^  paleys,  and'^  I  shaH  make 
the  riche  for  ever."  H  Guy  was  loyfuH,  and  went  home  voide.  his 
wyf  asked'  whi  he  had'  gadred'  no  stikkes,  of  the  whiche  thei  myght 
lyve  that  day.  he  told'  her  how  he  had'  delyuered'  the  Steward'  out 
of  the  pitte  ;  and  the^  next  day  folowyng  he  shuhJ  yeve  hym  worthi 
mede.     ^  his  wyf  was  glad',  and  said!,  "  lette  vs  be  of  good^  comfort ; 

'  but  he,         '  Om.         '  Supplied  from  C.         *  thes  iij.         *  seyd  to  iiym. 
*  my.  '  Om.  ^  that. 
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aryse,  and  go  fecfi  our  meede."     On  fe  morowe  gwido  rose  vp,  and 
went  to  pe  palys,  an[d]  knockid'  at  jje  3ate ;  and  fe  porter  come, 
and  askid'   pe  cause  of  his  knockyng*.     And  thenne  saide  Gwido, 
"sir,  I  pray  you,  for  goddis  love,  go  to  pe  stiward,  and  ^ telle  him 
that  here  stondith  at   pe  jate  a   poore  man,  that  spake  ^Yith  him 
3isterday  in  pe  forest."     And  fe  porter  hi3te  for  to  do  it;  and  3ede 
to  the  stiward,  and  tolde  him  howe  pat  per  was  a  poor"  man  at  pe 
3ate,  to  abide  hyni,  Jjat  spake  wM  him  in  the  forest.     And  when  he 
hadde  saide  jjis  message,  pe  stiward   baad  him  go  ajen,  and  telle 
him,  fat  he  lyeth  in  his  hed.  For  per  spake  noon)  wit/i  him  pere ; 
and  he  sent  him  worde,  jjat  he  sholde  go,  fat  he  neuer  sawe  hym. 
And  themie    pe   porter  come  to   pe  3ate,  and  tolde  to  Gwido  the 
answere  of  the  stiward,  and  howe  he  baad  J»at  he  sholde  hye  him  fro 
pe  3ate,  vp  peyne  of  worse ;  For  he  saide,  fat  he  lyed  in  his  sawis. 
And  whenne  Gwido  hurde  fis,  he  wax  ri3t  hevy,  and  went  home, 
and  tolde  his  wife,  Howe  fat  f e  stiwarde  saide.     And  thenne  his 
wife,  as  a  goode  woman,  comfortid  him,  and  saide  to  him,  fat  he 
sholde  go  an  of  er  tyme,  and  preve  f  e  stiward.     When  morowe  come, 
he  rose,  and  went  a3en  to  fe  palys,  prayng*  f e  porter  fat  he  shulde 
go  a3en,  and  say  his  erende.     The  porter  saide,  "  I  woH  gladly,  but 
I  drede  fat  it  woli  not  profite  fe."     He  went  to  fe  stiward,  and 
shewid  him  fat^  fe  poore  man  was  comyn)  a3en.     And  whenne  the 
'  leaf  199,  col.  1.  ^  ^^^  ^^^^  j^jg_ 
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therfore  rise  the  day  and  the  houre,  and  go  to  the  man  for  the  reward." 
IT  On  the^  other  day  he  went  to  the  paleys,  and  spake  to  the  porter, 
and  said,  "I  pray  the,  go  to  the  Steward,  and  telle  hym,  that^  the 
man  is  here  with  the  whiche  he  spake  yistirday."  4  The  porter 
went  to  the  knyght,  and  said  the  herand  Vnd  the  message.^  The 
knyght  said,  "  none  spake  with  me ;  lette  hym  go  his  way,  that  I  se 
hym  not."  ^the  porter  bad  him  go  his  way.  IT  whan^  Guy  herd 
this,  he  was  sory,  and  went  home,  and  told  his  wyf  ali  ^the  matir.^ 
his  wyf  comforted  hym  in*^  aH  that  she  myght,  and  said,  "go"'  to 
hym  another  tyme,  and  assaye."  1[  he  went  another  day^  to  the 
paleys,  and  praied  the  porter  to  spede  his  nedes.  the  porter  went  at 
his  praiyng^  to  the  steward,  and  shewed  to  hym  the  comyng  of  the 

'  that.         '^  Om.         ^  Om.         ^  Om.         =  that  was  fallen.         «  Om. 
'  Gothe.  ^  tyme.  ^  prayer. 
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stiward'  huxde  fat,  he  went  to  pe  3ate  in  a  grete  anger ;  and  per 
Lenticulus  fe  stiwarde  bette  Gwido  fe  poore  man  so  soore,  fat  he 
lefte  him  halfe  ded'.  "Whenne  his  wife  hiirde  fis,  she  come  witJi 
hire  asse,  and  ^afe  fe  stiwarde  hire  blessing*  w/t7i  fe  lefte  hond' ;  and 
careyd'  horn  hire  husbond',  and  spend  on  him  aH  fat  she  my^te  gete, 
tiH  he  hadde  his  helth.  And  whenne  he  was  hole,  he  went  to  f  e 
wode  as  he  was  wonyd  to  do,  for  to  gadery  wode.  And  in  a  ce;'tayne 
tyme,  as  f is  gwido  was  in  f e  wode,  he  sawe  a  lyon)  afer,  and  x.  assis 
afore  him,  and  ali  f  e  assis  were  chargyd  with  diuerse  marchandise ; 
and  fe  lion)  broujte  aH  to  Gwido.  Gwido  drad ;  but  when  he  hadde 
biholden  wel  f e  lion),  he  knewe  wel  in  hym  selfe  fat  it  was  f e  same 
lion)  fat  he  Savid  fro  f e  dich ;  and  f e  lion)  Avoid  neuer  leeve  him,  til 
tyme  fat  aH  f e  assis  weere  comyn)  in  to  his  house ;  and  tlienne  he 
bowid  down)  with  his  hed,  and  thonkid  him  by  his  tokenyng*. 
Thenne  gwido  openyd  fe  Fardelys,  and  he  fond  fe?-in  gret  diuersite 
of  goodis ;  and  thenne  he  dude  mak  a  p?-oclamacion),  fat  if  ony  man) 
hadde  I-lost  x.  assis  with  hire  fardels,  come  to  him,  and  fey  shulde 
haue  hem ;  but  f er  was  no  man  fat  wolde  chalenge  hem.  And  then 
Gwido  solde  fe  marchauntyse,  and  bou3t  him  tenementys  and  othir 
maner  of  goodis,  fat  he  was  y-maad  a  rich  man) ;  and  3it  he  vsid  f e 
wode  as  he  dude  afor',  and  gaderid  wode.     Hit  happid  in  a  certayne 
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pore  man.  the  Steward,  whan  he  herd  this,  he  went  and  bete  him, 
and  lefte  hym  halfe  on  lyve.  II  his  wyf  herd  that,  and  come  to 
hym,  and  put  hym  on  his  asse,  and  ledde  hym  home  ;  and  that  she 
had,  she  spended  vpon^  medecynes,  and  so  he  was  made  hole.  Than 
he  went  agayn^  to  the  wood  with  his  asse,  for  to  gadre  stikkes.  IT  It 
fille  on  a  day,  Avhan  Guy  went  to  the  wood,  he  sawe  a  lyon),  and 
before  hym  .x.  asses  chargede  with  dyuerse  chaffare.  The  lyon) 
brought  hem  aH  before  hym.  Guy  was  aferde,  but  whan  he  hade 
wisely  behold  M;he  lyon),^  he  knew  wele^  the  lyon),  ^the  whiche"*  he 
drew  out  of  the  pitte,  And  -^whan  aH  the  Asses  were  entred  into  his 
house,  the  lyon)  enclyned  his  hede,  and  went^  ayene  to  the  woode. 
IT  Guy  opened  the  pakkes,  and  founde  moche  merchaundise.  he 
went,  and  did  encpiere^  in  chirches^  and  markettes,  yf^  any  man 
hadde  lost  chaffare  with  asses,  that^''  he  shuld  come  to  hym ;  but 

'   it  on.         *  Om.         *  it  was.         "  that.         '  leaf  32.         «  so  went. 
^  spei-e.  *  kyrkes.  ^  that  if.  '"  Om. 
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day,  as  he  went  to  fe  wode,  Jjat  lie  sawe  Jje  Ape,  fe  which  he  drowe 
out  of  ]>G  pitte,  sitting*  in  ])e  top  of  a  tre,  and  -with  hire  teth  and  with 
hire  pawis  roggyd  and  Eent  a-downe  branchis  and  wode,  in  as  moch 
quantite  as  Gwido  hadde  nede  of  to  charge  -with  his  asse ;  and  w^han 
]>G  asse  was  chargid',  ]>&  ape  ran  to  fie  wode.  Thenne  Gwido  went 
horn,  and  come  a3en  \>e  thirde  day,  and  cutte  a-downe  wode  ;  and 
thenne  he  sawe  fe  serpent  come  to  him,  whom  he  helpyd  owt  of  fe 
dich;  and  she  hadde  in  hire  mowthe  a  ston)  y-colourid'  with  a 
threfolde  colour,  and  she  late  hit  fatt  in  fe  lappe  of  gwido.  Wlienne 
she  hadde  so  y-don),  she  kist  his  feet,  and  ran  to  the  wode  a3en. 
And  thenne  gwido  hiely  merveli(J  of  what  ve/'tu  Jiis  stone  was,  and 
"went  to  a  stoner,  and  saide  to  hy w,  "  good'  man),  I  pray  fe  tell  me 
jje  vertu  of  |jis  ston,  and  I  shaH  rewarde  fe  for  fi  meede."  Thenne 
when  Jje  stone?-  hadde  I-seyn)  jje  stoii),  he  saide  to  hym,  "  I  shaH  3ive 
fe  an  C.  marke  for  Jjis  ston)."  "  ^ay,"  quojj  Gwido,  "  I  woU  not  sett 
it,  titt  tyme  fat  I  kuewe  Jje  ve?"tu  Jje?'of."  Thenne  saide  Jje  stoner, 
"  J?is  ston)  hatha  iij.  ve?*tuys  ;  the  frust  vertu  is,  Jjat  who  so  euer  have 
^it,  he  shaH  haue  euermore  ioy  with  oute  hevinesse;  The  secunde  is, 
that  he  shatt  haue  habundaunce  wit/^oute  defawte ;  The  thirde  is,  he 
shaH  haue  li3t  wj'tZioute  derkenesse ;  and  Jjerto  he  Jjat  hath  it  shatt 

'  leaf  199,  col.  2. 
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there  was  none  found.  Notwithstondyng^  thise  richesse,  he  went 
agayn)  to  the  woode,  for  to  gadre  stilikes,  Avith  his  asse.  %  It 
happed'  on  a  day  as  he  went  to  the  woode,  he  sawe  the  Ape,  that  he 
drcAV  oute  of  the  pitte,  in  the  croppe  of  a  tree,  brekyng  stikkes  with 
his  handes,  and  with  his  tethe ;  and  cast  downe  as  many  stikkes  as 
he  neded',  to  lade  with  his  Asse,  and  wente  home.  If  Another  day^ 
he  \vent  to  the  wood',  and  he^  sawe  a-ferre  a  serpent,  beryng  in  his 
mouths  a  stone  of  .iij.  colours,  the  whiche  he  gaf*  hym,  and  wente 
agayne  'to  the  woode.*  II  Guy  had'  wondir  of  ^the  stone,^  and  wente 
to  a  lapydarye,  to  aske  of  what  vertu  it  was.  he  aunswered',  and 
said',  it  hadde  .iij.  vertues.  IT  The  first  vertu  is  this^;  he  that  'have 
this,'''  shatt  have  ioye  with  out  hevynesse.  IT  The  second"  is,  he  shatt 
have  habundaunce^  with  out  defaute.  IT  The  thirde  is,  he  shatt  have 
light  without  derknesse.     also  he  that  'hath  it,  and^  shatt  selle  it, 

'  And  notwithstond5'ng.  ^  tyme.  ^  Om.  "  Om.  '  this. 

^  Om.         ''  bathe  it.         °  habundaunce  of  good.         ^  Om. 
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nener  haue  power  to  selle  it,  withoute  fat  lie  Eeceyve  Jjerfor  as  muche 
as  it  is  wortB ;  For  if  lie  do  jje  Contrary,  ])e  ston)  sliaH  come  to  him 
ajen."  And  tlienne  gwido  was  glad'  y-nowe,  and  saide,  "  in  a  goode 
tyme  I  drowe  out  pe  bestis  out  of  fe  dicB."  And  by  vertu  of  fe 
ston)  he  gate  many  and  gret  habundances  of  goodis,  so  fat  he  was  a 
grete  and  a  myjty  man,  and  gret  was  his  possession).  And  wit/ilnne 
short*  tyme,  word  come  to  pe  Emperour,  howe  Gwido  had  a  ston)  of 
grete  \ertu..  And  Jjenne  the  Emperour  sent  to  him,  and  bad'  fat  he 
sholde  come  to  him.  And  when  he  was  y-come,  f  e  Emperour  saide 
to  hym,  "  Deer*  fren<J,  I  hurde  telle  fat  f ou  were  some  tyme  in  a 
gret  poue7^;e,  and  nowe  f  ou  art  a  gret  riche  man,  thorowe  vertu  of  a 
precious  ston) ;  I  pray  f e  selle  to  me  fat  ston)."  "  Sir,"  quof  Gwido, 
"  I  dare  not  do  fat ;  For  I  am  sikir  of  iij.  thingis  as  long'  as  I  haue 
fat  ston),  scil.  to  haue  ioy  w/t/ioute  sorowe,  habundaunce  wit/ioute 
defaut,  and  li3t  w^'t7^oute  derkenesse."  And  when  fe  Emperour 
hurde  f is,  he  was  f e  moor*  y-temptyd'  to  f e  ston)  then  he  was  afore, 
and  f  e?-for^  he  saide  to  him  in  f  is  maner,  "  Chese  f  e  on  of  theise  two, 
or  to  passe  out  of  myne  empire  for  eiier,  vfith  aH  fi  kynrecP,  or  Ellys 
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but  yf  he  have  as  nioche  as  it  is  worthe,  it  shaH  come  home '  agayn) 
to  hym."  IT  Guy,  whan  he  herd'^  this,  he  said',^  "in  a  gooct  tyme  I 
drewe  the  bestes  out  of  the  pitte  !"  by  the  vertu  of  this^  stone  he 
gate  moche  good',  and^  so  moche,  that  he  was  made  a  knyght,  and 
gate  many  possessions.  IF  Anon)  aftir  this,^  it  was  no  counsaile,  but 
it  was  shewed'  to  the  Empe?-our,  that  Guy  had'  a  stone  of  grete  vertu. 
^  The  Emperour  sent  to  hym  a  messanger,  that  he  shuld'  sone  come 
to  hym,  'at  a  certayn)  day.'^  IT  Guy,  whan  he  was  come,  the  Emperour 
said'  to  hym,  "  Frencl?,  I  have  herd?  said',  that  some  tyme  thou^  were 
in  grete  pouerte,  and  now  by  the  vertu  of  a  stone  'thou  arte^  made 
riche.  I  pray  the,  selle  me  that  stone."  %  he  said',  "  sir,  y  may 
not,  for  I  am  certayn),  that  as^**  longe  as  I  have  the  stone,  I  ^shaH  be^^ 
siker  of  iij.  thynges.  H  The  firste  is,  I  shaH  have  loye  without 
hevynesse.  The  second'  is,  habundaunce  with  oute  defaute.  The 
thirde  is,  light  without  derknesse."  %.  The  Empe?'our,  Avhan  he  had' 
herd'  this,  he  was  more  covetouse  of  the  stone,  and  said'  to  hym, 
"  chese  of  ij.  thynges,  other  thou  shalt  out  of  my  Empire,  with  aH 


Om.         ^  had  herd.         ^  was  right  glad,  and  seyde.  *  the. 

^  Om.  ''  in  to  a  certen  place.  ^  ye.  ^  ye  be. 
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to  selle  me  fe  ston)."  Then  saide  he,  "  sir,  if  it  woH  noon  olper  be, 
do  as  ])ou  wolt ;  Neuerthelese  I  woH  warne  J?e  of  fe  periH,  scil.  pat 
but  \)rm  3ive  me  as  mocB  for  fe  ston)  as  it  is  worth,  douteles  it  woH 
turne  to  me  a^en."  Thenne  saide  jje  Empero?/r,  "  I  shaH  ^ive  fe  a 
]M'.  marke  ferfor."  And  whenne  J>at  was  payd,  he  tooke  him  pe 
stou),  and  3ede  hom,  and  tolde  his  wife  of  fe  bargayne.  And  as 
soone  as  fey  openyd'  hire  cofer,  for  to  put  in  hire  golde,  Jjai  sawe 
hire  ston)  afore  hem,  ligging*  ferlnne.  And  when  she  sawe  it,  she 
baad'  him  take  it,  and  ber*  it  a3en  in  aH  haste  pat  my3t  be,  fat  fe 
Emperour  put  not  to  vs  no  treson)  ne  gyle.  So  Gwido  dude  in  dede, 
and  saide  to  him,  "  sir,  3isterday  I  solde  you  a  stou),  and  nowe  I 
wolde  se  him  a3en."  Thenne  fe  Emperour  went  to  his  tresour ;  and 
whenne  he  cowth  not  fynde  it,  he  was^  hevy,  and  come  a3en  to  him, 
and  shewid  not  to  him  fe  stou).  Then  saide  gwido,  "  sir,  hevy  you 
not,  for  I  saide  to  you  fat  I  my3te  not  selle  you  fe  ston),  no  lesse 
fan  I  receyvid  f erfore  the  trewe  value ;  and  so  3isterday  ye  gafe  me 
a  ]\r.  marc  for  the  ston),  and  f is  day  I  fonde  it  in  my  chest,  and  her" 

'  MS.  repeats  he  was. 
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thi  progenye,  or  thou  shalt  selle  me  the  stone."  IF  "  Sir,"  he  ^seiJ, 
"  I  were  lothe  to  offende  you  ;  and  therfore,  yf  ye  wille  bye  the  stone, 
I  shaH  fulfille  your  wille.  but  first  I  shaH  shewe  you  the  pr??-ile  of 
the  stone,  f  Sir,2  but  yf  ye  yeve  me  as  nioche  therfore  as  it  is 
wortlie,  with  outen  doute  the  stone  shaH  come^  ayene  to  me." 
If  The  Empe?-our  said«,  "  I  shaH  yeve  the  sufficiantly,  for  thou  shalt 
have  of  me  a  thousand'  pounde.^"  Guy  toke  the  money  of  hym,  and 
delyuered'  hym  the  stone,  atte  morow  Guy  opened'  his  chest,^  and 
founde  the  stone,  and  told'  his  Avyf  of  the  chaunce.  IF  She  seid', 
"oo  !  sii-,  go  fast  to''  the  Emperour,  and  take  hym  agayn)  the  stone, 
lest  he  put  to  vs  gyle  or  fraude."  IT  Guy  wente  to  the  Emperour, 
and  said',  "Sir,  yisterday  I  sold'  to  you  a  stone;  I  wold'  gladly  se 
it."  the  Emperour  went  to  his  tresorye,  and  found'  not  the  stone. 
he  come  forthe  hevy  vnto  Guy,  and  said',  he''  had'  lost  the  stone. 
IF  Than  saict  Guy,  "  sir,  be  not  hevy,  for  I  said'  to  you  before,  that  I 
myglit  not  selle  the^  stone  vnto  I  had'  resceived'  the  valew.  lo  ! 
here  your^  thousand'  marlc^,  that  ye  gaf*  me  for  the  stone,  For  I  this 
day  found'  it^o  in  my  chest  ^^ ;  and  happely  ibut  yf  I  had'^^  brought  it^^ 

*  leaf  32,  back.  ^  Om.         ^  come  home.         *  marc.         *  huch, 

"  agayn  to.         '  that  he.        '  m3%        »  is  your.        '"  the  stone.        "  huche. 
^  had  not  I.  '^  the  stone. 


LXV.  THE   UNGRATEFUL  STEWARD.     STORY,     HARL.  7333,  &  ADD.  9066.    289 

I  have  Idm."  And  when  pe  Empe?-our  sawe  fe  stoii),  he  had  gret 
raervaile,  and  saide  to  him,  "  by  ]je  feith  fat  po\x  art  holdyu)  yii)  to 
me,  telle  me  howe  fiat  fou  come  to  fis  stone  first."  Tlienne  saide 
gwido,  "  sir,  by  ]>e  feith  Jjat  I  am  bonndyii)  ynne  to  you,  I  shaH  teli 
you  J)e  soth.  Your  stiward',  Jjat  je  brou3t  vp  of  noujt,  maade  many 
depe  dichis  in  fe  forest ;  and  so  he  feH  yn  on)  of  hem,  and  my3te 
not  arise  out  ajen,  for  depnesse.  Afte?"  it  happid',  ])at  a  lyoii),  an 
ape,  and  a  serpent,  feH  in  to  liim.  And  fat  tyme  I  was  poore,  I  vsi J 
fat  tyme  for  to  gadre  wode  in  fe  forest,  and  bringe  it  hom  witJi  myne 
asse.  And  as  I  was  fer  in  a  certayne  tyme,  for  to  gadre  wode,  the 
stivvarct  cryd?  to  me,  fat  I  sholde  draAve  him  out  of  fe  pe?*ill  fat  he 
was  Inne  fere,  ^and  fro  fe  venymous  bestis  fat  he  was  among*;  and? 
he  saide  fat  he  wolde  f erfore  auaiuice  me  and  ait  my  kyn,  and  swore 
gret  othis  to  f ulfiUe  it,  If  I  deliue?"ed  him ;  and'  for  fat  bihest  I 
caste  downe  a  long*  corde.  I  trowid'  to  haue  y-drawe  himselfe  vp, 
and  drowe  vp  a  lyon) ;  I  drowe  vp  an  ape,  and  thenne  a  serpent ; 
and  at  fe  laste  I  drowe  vp  f e  stiward',  fat  som)  tyme  was  namyd 
Lenticulus,  no  better  than  a  begger.     And  f e  lion)  hath  sith  payd 

'  leaf  199,  back,  col.  1. 
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to  you  ayene,  ^je  wold'  have  shewer?  me  myne'  offence."  IF  The 
Empf^Tour,  whan  he  sawe  the  stone,  he  mervailed',  and  said',  "  By  the 
faithe  thou  owest  to  me,  say  how  thou  earnest ^  by  the  stone  T' 
IT  Guy  saitF,  "  by  the  faith  that  I  owe  to  you,  I  shaH  telle  you  the 
trouthe.  youre  steward',  that  ye  promotefl?  of^  nought,  did!  make 
many  depe  pittes  in  your  forest,  and  he,''  as  he  rode  Vnavised', 
fille^  into  one,^  and  myght  not  come  out,  for  the  pitte  was  depe.  It 
happec?  wele,^  that  aftei''  hym  fille  a  lyon),  an  Ape,  and  a  Serpente, 
into  the  same  pitte.  and  I  was  that  tyme  poore,  and  wente  vnto^ 
the  Forest  with  my  Asse,  for  to  gadre  stikkes ;  and  as  I  wente,  he 
cried'  'to  me,^  that  I  shuld'  help  hym  out  of  the  pitte,  and  fro^**  perile 
of  dethe,  by  cause  he  was  amonge  suche^^  perillous  bestes.  and. 
trewly  he  hight  to  me  with  an  othe,  that  he  shuld'  promote  me  and 
aH  my  progeny  to  richesse.  IT  And^^  whan  I  herd'  this,  I  gate  me  a 
longe  rope,  and  lette  it  into  the  pitte,  and  trowed'  I  shuld'  draw  hym 
to  me ;  and  I  drewe  vp  the  lyon),  and  aftir  hym  the  Ape,  and  than 
the  Serpent ;  *and  atte  ^^  last  I  drewe  vp  the  Steward'.     H  The  lyon) 

'  on  me  lightly  ye  shold  put.  '  come.  '  fro.         *  Om. 

*  on  a  day  ouauvsyd,  he  fvlle.         ^  the  one.         '  Ovi.         *  in  to.         '  Om. 
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me  X.  assis  chargid  witJt  diae?-se  merchaundise  ;  The  ape  jafe  nie  as 
mocli  wode  as  myne  asse  wolde  bei-' ;  and  pe  serjDent  gafe  me  jjis 
precious  stone ;  and  your  stiward'  gafe  me  so  many  gret  wondis  and 
strokis,  Jjat  he  lefte  me  for  ded',  and  I  was  borne  home  vp  on)  an 
asse."  When  fe  Emperour  hurde  jjat,  he  was  hiely  mevid  in  mynde 
a3en  pe  stiward',  and  made  him  to  come  forth,  and  fowle  reprevid 
him.  The  stiward'  stoode  stiH  like  a  beest,  for  he  cowthe  not  denye 
it;  and  fenne  pe  Emperour  saide  to  him,  "A!  wrecche,  a!  false 
beggfij- !  loo  !  vnresonabiH  bestis  as  pe  lion),  pe  ape,  and  pe  serpent, 
haue  thankid  him,  and  rewardid  him  his  meede  for  his  meede  !  and 
povL,  fat  art  a  resonabiH  man,  hast,  for  his  soco?<ryng'  ]jat  he  soco?«ryd 
pe,  ny  bet  him  to  deth ;  and  Jjerfore,  false  wrecche,  pon  shalt  fis  day 
be  hongid  in  pe  iebet,  and  he  shaH  haue  aH  J)i  londis,  and  be  stiward' 
in  J)i  stede."  And  so  it  was  in  dede,  for  Jje  stiward  was  y-hongid, 
and  Gwido  was  set  in  nis  stede,  and  wan  love  of  aH  men,  &  in  faire 
pese  endid  his  life. 
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yaf*  me  .x.  asses  chargecP  with  dyuerse  marchaundise ;  The  Ape  yaP 
me  stikkes,  as  many  as  myn)  Asse  myght  here ;  The  serpent  yaf  me 
this  precious  Stone,  the  Avhiche  I  have  sold'  to  'you  ;  but  the  Steward' 
bete  me,  and  woundeiJ  me  greuously,  fat  I  Avas  born)  home  on  myn) 
asse."  II  The  Empe/-our,  Avhan  he  herd  tliis,  he  was  gretly  stered'  in 
hym  self<  agayn)  the  Steward,  and  sent  for  hym ;  IT  And  whan  he 
was  come,  the  Emperour  vndirtoke  hym^  of  the  cryme^  that  he  did' 
to  Guy ;  and  he  stode  stille,  and  aunswered'  not,  for  he  myght  not 
denye*  it.  IT  Than  said'  the  Empe/'our,  "  0  !  thou  wrecche,  vnreson- 
able  bestes,  as  the  lyon),  the  Ape,  and  the  Serpent,  yelded'  hym  mede, 
because  he  drew  hem  out  of  the  pitte  vnpraied';  and  thou,  that  art 
a*  resonable  man,  and  for  his  good'  purpose  that  delyuered'  the  fro 
thi^  deth,  for  his  mede  thou  bete  hym''  nere  to  the  dethe.  IT  for 
the^  whiche  dede  I  deme  the  this  day  to  be  hanged  *on  the  Gibbette,^ 
and  aU  thi  londes  I  yeve  to  Sir  Guy ;  and  in  thi  stede  I  make  hym 
Steward'."  IT  Whan  the  Steward'  was  hanged'  on  the  Gibbette,  Sir 
Guy  ocupied'  his  place,  the  whiche  was  loved'  of  aH,  and  so  in  pease 
ended'  liis  lyf*. 

'  leaf  33.         *  Om.         '  wrong.         "  deuoyde.         ^  Om.         ^  the. 
^  Om.  8  this.  "  Om 
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MOEALITE. 

Deere  frendis,  fiis  Empcrour  is  fe  fadir  of  Hevene.  The  poore 
man,  Jjat  is  so  avauncyd,  is  fe  poore  man  comyng"  out  of  his 
mode?-  wombe,  and  avauncyd  heer*  to  wordly  richesses  and 
possessions  ;  and  ])erfore  saieth  fe  Psa???z,  De  stercore  erigens  paujjevem 
vt  sedat  cuva.  princij-nhus,  He  resede  |je  poore  man  fro  filthede  and 
tordis,  and  to  sette  him  among^  princis.  And  so  \er  hen  many  J)at 
hen  Jiis  auauncyd.  And  thenne  thei  neythir  knowe  god  ne  hem 
selfe ;  they  make  diuerse  and  depe  diches,  sc^7.  malice  and  wickid- 
nesse  a3enst  fie  poore,  in  fe  which  fie  deuel  ofte  tyme  makith  hem 
selfe  to  fali;  And  jjerfore  it  is  y-rad  fus,  Qui  foueam.  fecit  altexi,  sepe 
ineldit  in  earn,  He  fiat  makith  a  dich  to  an  othir,  ofte  tyme  fallitfi 
fje/'Inne  him  selfe;  And  Jjat  shewid  wele  by  Mardoche.  And  Jje 
man  Gwido,  fat  goith  in  fie  forest  -with  his  asse  for  wode,  is  eche 
ri3twismari),  fat  goith  in  fe  forest  of  this  wordle,  and  gaderith 
merytorie  werkis ;  and  he  makith  his  asse.  scil.  his  body,  here  hem, 
by  the  whiche  fe  soule  may  be  glorified  in  f e  blisse  of  hevene  ;  and 
so  he  findith  his  wife.  Bcil.  his  conscience,  and  his  childeryn),  sc^7. 
vertuys.  And  in  the  dich  of  fe  stiward  fallith  a  lion),  an  ape,  and  a 
serpent ;  and  so  ofte  tyme  fallith  fe  lion)  in  fe  kynrede  of  lude,  sct7. 
god  w^t/i  a  synner,  as  ofte  tyme  as  he  is  redy  to  3ive  him  grace ;  and 
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51  Declaracio.  WorshipfuH  frendes,  this  Empi??-our  is  the  Fadir 
of  heven).  the  poore  man,  that  was  promoted,  is  man,  born)  of  his 
modir  naked'  and  feble,  that  ofte  tyme  is  promoted'  to  richesse  and 
dignytees ;  IT  Avherfore  many  so  promoted'  know  neither  god'  nor  hem 
self*,  but  makeu)  dyuerse  pittes,  that  is,  malice  and  Avikkednesse,  that 
thei  ordeyn)  agayn)  symple  men,  into  the  whiche  pittes  often  tymes 
the  deveH  maketh  hem  falle.  IT  Guy,  the  whiche  went  with  his  asse 
to  the  Forest,  is  eche  rightfuH  man,  that  in  the  Forest  of  this  world' 
gadreth  meritorie  werkes,  and  maketh  his  Asse  to  here  hem,  that 
is,  his  body,  by  the  whiche  the  soule  may  be  glorified'  in  the  ever 
lastyng  tabernacle  of  god'.  II  And  so  his  Avyf ,  that  is,  his  conscience, 
or  his  children),  that  are  good'  vertues,  he  norissheth  and  fedeth. 
IF  In  the  dyke  of  the  Steward'  fille  the  lyon),  the  Ape,  and  the 
Serpent.  U  So  ofte  sithes  with  the  synner,  the  verrey  lyon)  of  the 
kynrede  of  luda,  that  is,  god',  he  discendith,  as  ofte  as  he  is  redy  to 
yeve  grace  to  a  synner.     ^  Guy,  that  diew  out  the  lyon),  is  a  right- 


292    LXV.   THE  UNGRATEFUL  STEWARD.     MORALITE.     IIL.  7333  &  AD.  9066. 

perof  seiytB  daiiid  J)e  propliete,  Cum  ipso  sum.  in  trihulacione,  &c.  I 
am  with  J)e  synfuH,  seiytR  god  bi  his  p?'ophet  here,  in  his  tribidacioii). 
Gwido  drowe  out  pe  lion),  scil.  fe  ri^twisman)  drawith  out  by  Jse  corde 
of  ve?'tu3's.  Also  he  drowe  out  an  ape,  scil.  Jje  ■wiH.  contrary  to 
reson),  scil.  whan  it  is  maade  obedient  to  reson),  for  among*  aH:  bestis 
pe  ape  is  most  likenyd  to  a  man),  and  so  wiH,  among*  aH  powers  of 
J)e  soule,  it  is  most  specially  to  be  licnj^d  to  reson),  scil.  to  assent 
and  drawe  vnto  him.  Also  he  drowe  out  a  serpent,  scil.  penaunce, 
and  pat  for  ij.  skelis;  The  serpent  berith  in  his  tunge  medecyn),  and 
in  his  taile  venym);  And  so  penaunce  is  bitter  an[d]  sooi''  pricking  to 
pe  doer,  but  it  is  a  swete  medecyn)  for  pe  soule ;  and  perfore  ech 
man  pat  is  ri3th\visse,  owith  for  to  drawe  vnto  pe  serpent  of*  pen- 
aunce. Also  at  pe  laste  he  drowe  vp  pe  stiward' ;  And  so  doith  a 
ri3twisman)  or  a  saynt;  he  oftyn)  tyme  drawith  a  man  fro  pe  dich 
of  synne  by  goode  ensampelis.  And  pat  we  see  by  ensampiH  of  crist, 
Non  veni  vocari  iustos,  set  peccatores,  Crist  saieth,  I  com  not  to  clepe 
ri3thwismen),  but  sinfutt  men)  to  penaunce.  And  so  dude  seneca ; 
he  tau3te  !N'ero,  the  ^Emperour,  moch  p?-ofit  an[d]  goode,  But  at  pe 
laste  he  dude  as  a  wickyd  tiraunt,  For  he  made  seneca,  his  maister, 
do  be  slayne.     Also  crist  3afe  power  to  ludas  for  to  do  miraclis,  as 

'  leaf  199,  back,  col.  2. 
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fuH  man,  that  draweth  god  to  hym  by  the  corde  of  goo^  vertues. 
he  drew  oute  the  Ape,  that  is,  the  contrarie  wille  to  reason),  for 
amonge  aH  bestes  he  is  most  like  to  man.  Eight  so  wille  amonge 
aH  the  powers  of  the  soule,  namly  it  oweth  to  be  like  reason),  and 
restyng  therewith.  IF  Also  he  drew  out  the  Serpent,  that  is,  pen- 
aunce, and  that  for  ij.  thynges.  the  Serpent  in  his  tongue  bereth 
medecyne,  and  in  his  taile  venyme  ;  So  penaunce  to  the  doer  is 
bitter,  never  the  lesse  it  is  better  medecyne  :  therfore  every  rightf uH 
man  oweth  to  drawe  ^  to  hym  the  serpent  of  penaunce.  And  atte  last 
he  drew  out  the  Steward'.  ^  Eight  so  the  rightfuH  man  by  Averkes 
of  mercy  draweth  out  the  synfuH  man  of  the  pitte  of  synne,  and 
that  by  the  ensample  of  crist,  that  came  not  to  calle  rightfuH  men, 
but  synners.  IT  And  Senek*  taught  many  profitable  thynges  to 
Nero,  the  Emperour,  but  in  the  ende  he  did'  slee  Senek*  his  maister, 
as  the  Steward'  did'  the  poore  man,  for  his  good'  dede.  IF  Also  crist 
yaf  power  to  ludas,  for  to  do  myracles,  neverthelesse  in  the  ende  he 

'  leaf  33,  back,  -'  to  drawe  to  draw,  MS. 
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lie  dude  to  otliir  apostolis,  but  in  fie  end'  he  betraid  crist ;  and  so  it 
is  nowe  a  days,  For  late  many  meii)  J?at  dreditli  hire  god  teche  foolis 
fe  sothe,  and  doctrine  of  helth,  The  foolis  ^eldith  to  hem  a3en  scorne, 
and  IviH  for  goode.  but  fe  lion)  ^eldith  x.  assis  chargid  vfiih 
Marchandise,  scil.  crist  shal  3eve  to  fe  ri3twisman)  x.  com??zaunde- 
mentys,  chargid  -wiih  diuerse  vertuys,  by  jje  which  he  may  come  to 
be  richesse  of  pe  kyngdom  of  hevene.  Also  pe  Ape  gaderith  wode, 
Bcil.  a  man,  as  ofte  as  he  doith  dedis  of  charite,  and  fat  is  to  gadi-* 
to-gedir  wode;  and  it  is  likenyd  to  wode  for  Jiis  skile,  for  wode 
servith  for  too  prafitis,^  sell,  to  belding^,  and  to  fyre.  So  dede  of 
charite  is  not  only  plesing^  to  man,  but  also  to  Jje  angelis  of  hevene ; 
and  berfore  it  is  saide  Jjis,  Magis  gaudiuxa.  est  angelis  del  super  vno 
'peccatore  penitenciam  agente,  quava.  super  nonaginta  nouem  mstos  non 
indigentes  penitencia,  Hit  is  mor*  ioy  to  \e  angelis  of  god  of  oo 
synner  doing  pcnaunce,  Than  it  is  of  Nyenty  and  nyne  iuste  men)^ 
that  nedith  no  penaunce.  Also  charite  makith  redy  the  house  of 
heuene  for  \e  sowle.  Also  pe  serpent  ^af  hy??i  a  stoone,  y-colourid 
■with  threfolde  colour.  Tliis  stoone  is  crist,  for  skile  fat  we  mows 
by  penaunce  plese  hym ;  And  \eriQV  seiyth  lerome,  Penitencia  est 
secnnda  tabula  post  naafragium.,  Penaunce  is  the  secuude  table  after 
naufragie.  And  fat  crist  hym  selfe  is  a  stoon,  he  shewith  an[d] 
'  MS,  /tas  2^fitis  =  perfitis.  ^  man,  MS. 
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lost  hym  self*.  IT  Right  so  there  are  many  children)  of  the  devell 
BeliaH ;  aH  though  some  drede  gocJ,  and  shew  to  the  body  and  to 
the  soule  holy  doctryne  and  profitable,  they  yeld'  to  hym  no  thyng 
agayn),  but  eveU  for  good'.  IT  Beholc?  the  lyon)  with  the  x.  asses 
charged',  that  is,  crist  shaH  yeve  x.  preceptis  to  the  rightfuH  man, 
charged',  with  dyuerse  vertues,  by  the  whiche  he  may  come  to  the 
richesse  of  the  kyngdome  of  heven.  ^  Also  the  Ape  gadrec?  stikkes, 
that  is,  alse  ofte  as  man  wilfully  getteth  hym  werkes  of  charite  ;  and 
that  is  for  to  gadre  stikkes,  in  as  moche  as  stikkes  are  goo(J  and 
profitable  to  ij.  thynges,  that  is,  to  make  bote,  and  to  edefie  houses, 
H  Right  so  parfite  charite  heteth  the  soule ;  also  charitee  araietfi 
the  house  of  the  kyngdom)  of  heven),  to  the  comyng  of  the  soule. 
IT  Also  the  serpent  yaf  hym  a  stone  of  iij.  colours.  This  stone  is 
crist,  in  fat  by  penaunce  we  may  gete  this  stone,  that  is,  crist.  this 
stone,  that  is,  crist,  is  of  iij.  colours,  that  is,  power  of  the  Fadir, 
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affermitli  liim  selfe,  saying*,  Ego  sum  lapis  viuus,^  I  am  a  quik  stone ; 
and  ]je  stone,  scil.  crist,  is  colourid  -^iili  a  threfold  coIom?',  sc^7.  yfiih, 
niygBt  of  J)e  fader,  V!i\Ji  wisdom)  of  J)e  soone,  and  w/t/i  grace  of  fe 
lioly  gost.  And  dowteles  he  fat  liatli  this  stoone  shaH  haue  habund- 
aunce  "wiih  owte  defaute,  ioy  with  oute  hevynesse,  and  li3t  wi'tA  oute 
derkenesse,  in  fe  kyngdom)  of  heuene.  And  J>is  stoone,  sa7.  crist, 
is  so  precious,  fiat  he  may  not  be  solde  for  sihie?-  and  gold'e,  for  vfitli 
Jje  ri^twisman  he  shaH  euer  abyde  and  dwelle.  And  Jjerfor  hoAve 
shuH  we  mowe  haue  him  1  Certenly  by  wey  of  penaunce,  and  not 
by  an  othir  way ;  and  ferfore  saiyth  AiigusHmis,  Venale  haheo 
r  eg  num.  celeste,  I  haue  Jie  kyndom)  of  heuene  to  selle.  And  howe  is 
fat  boujt  ?  Certenly  by  penaunce ;  and  if  we  do  so,  we  shuH:  not  as 
fe  stiward'  be  hongid'  in  helle,  but  we  shuH  be  sekir  of  fe  heritage 
of  heuene,  as  ben  rijtwismen.     Ad  quod  nos  ducat  <^c. 

[  LXVI.  ] 
ANCELMUS  THE  EMP^i^OUE. 

(the    story    of    the    THREE    CASKETS    IN    THE    "  MERCHANT    OF 

VENICE.") 

Ancelm?/5  regnyd  enip(?rour  in  fe  cite  of  Rome,  and  he  weddid 
to  wife  Jie  kyng«s  dorter  of  lenisalem,  fe  which  was  a  faire 
Avoman),  and  long  dwelte  in  his  company ;    but  she  neuer 
conceyvid,  ne  brou3t  forth  frute,  and  ferof  were  lordis  gretly  hevied 

[Second  Version.     Addit.  MS.  9066.] 

wysedome  of  the  sone,  and  the  goodnesse  of  the  holy  gost.  %  he 
that  hathe  this  stone,  shaH  have  in  heven  habundaunce  with  out 
defaute,  loye  with  out  hevynesse  or  sorow,  light  with  out  derknesse ; 
and  this  stone  is  so  precious,  that  it  may  not  be  sold'  for  silver  ne 
for  gold',  but  that  it  shaH  alway  dwelle  with  the  rightful!  man. 
%  how  then  mow  ye  have  that  stone  %  forsothe  by  penaunce ;  and  yf 
we  do  so,  the  Steward',  that  is,  the  vnrightfuH  man,  shait  be  hanged' 
in  helle,  and  the  rightful  man  in  the  heritage  of  the  kyugdome  of 
heven  shall:  ever  ioye.     to  the  which  ^  Crist  brynge  vs  !  Amen. 

[  XV.    leaf  24,  bach.  ] 

Anceline  reignecf  in  the  Citee  of  Rome,  that  toke  a  faire  maiden) 
to  wyf*;  and  thei  lived'  to-gedre  longe  tyme,  and  she  conseived'  not, 
wherfore  the  lordes  of  the  Empire  were  mekeH  desolate.  H  It  befelle 

'  leaf  34, 
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and  sory.  Happing'  in  a  certejne  evenyng*,  as  lie  walkiJ!  after  his 
soper  in  a  faire  greene,  and  J303te  of  aH  Jje  wordle,  and  specially  fat 
lie  had  noon  heyr,  And  howe  fat  fe  kynge  of  naplis  strongly 
J)e?-fore  noyed  him  eche  jere ;  And  so,  whenne  it  was  nyjt,  he  went 
to  hedde,  and  tooke  a  slep,  And'  dremyd  this.  He  sawe  the  firmament 
in  his  most  clernesse,  and  moor"  cler  fan  it  was  wonyd  to  be,  And  fe 
mone  was  mor*  pale ;  and  on  a  party  of  fe  mone  Avas  a  faire  colozmd 
brid,  And  beside  hire  stoode  too  bestis,  fe  which  norisshid  fe  brid 
Wi"t7t  hire  heete  and  brethe.  Aftir  fis  come  diuerse  bestis  and 
briddis  fleyng',  and  fei  song  so  swetly,  fat  f e  Emperour  was  w«t7i 
the  song'  awakid.  Thenne  on  fe  morowe  fe  Emperour  hadde  gret 
merveile  of  fis  sweuen),  and  callid  to  him  divinoztrs,  and  lordis  of 
aH  f  e  Empire,  ^  and  saide  to  hem,  "  Deere  frendis,  tellith  me  what  is 
f e  interpretacion)  of  my  sweuen),  and  I  shall  wel  reward'  you ;  And 
but  if  je  do,  36  shull  be  dede."  And  then  f  ai  saide,  "  lord,  shewe  to 
vs  thi  drenie.  And  we  shuH  tell  f  e  the  interpretacion)  of  it."  And 
then  f e  Emperour  tolde  hem  as  is  saide  before,  Fro  bigynnyng'  to 
endyng'.     And  then-  f  ei  were  glad,  and  v^ith  a  gret  gladnesse  spake 

'  leaf  200,  col.  1. 
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on  a  nyght  aftir  souper,  that  the  Emperour  walked'  in  his  gardeyn), 
and  thought  many  thj-nges  in  hym  self*,  and  of  that  he  had?  none 
heire  of  his  body,  and  for  that  the  kyng  of  pule  werred'  vpon  his 
Empire  alway.  ^  whan  it  was  nyght  the  Emperour  went  into  his 
chambre,  to  his  bede,  and  had'  a  dreme  vndir  this  forme.  IT  In  the 
mornyng  he  sawe  the  firmament  in  more  clernesse  than  it  was  wonte 
to  be,  and  the  mone  in  it  self*  Avas  more  pale  in  the  one  partie  than 
in  the  other.  11  Than  went  out  a  liteH  Bridde,  coloured'  with  double 
coloures,  and  beside  the  bridde  ij.  Bestes,  the  which  norisshed' 
togedre  the  bridde  with  her  hete.  after  that  come  dyuerse  other 
bestes,  and  bowed'  her  hedes  to  the  bridde.  than  dyuerse  briddes 
come  to-gedre,  and  songe  so  swetely,  that  the  Empe?'our  was  waked? 
of  his  slepe.  H  Than  the  Empe?'our  called'  to  hym  dyvjmours,  and 
the  wisest  men  of  aH  his  Empire,  and  said'  to  hem,  "I  sawe  a 
dreme;  seitfi  amonge  you  the  interpretacion)  thereof*,  and  ye  shaH 
haue  grete  mede  of  me,  or  els  ye  shuH  be  dede."  H  Thei  seid',  "  sir*, 
telle  vs  the  dreme."  The  Emperoui''  told?  hem  the  dreme*  as  is 
before  said?.     IT  And  than  thei  anon)  with  a  glad'  chere  sair?,  "  Sir, 

'  dremes.  MS. 
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to  Ilim,  and  saide,  "  ser,  fis  was  a  goode  sweueii) ;  For  J)c  firmament 
pat  J)ou  sawe  so  clere  is  Jie  Empire,  pe  Avhicli  hens  forward'  sliaH  be 
in  prospeHte ;  The  paale  mone  is  Jje  Empe?*esse,  fe  which  hathe 
conceivid,  and  for  hire  conceiving*  is  fe  moi''  discolowrid  ;  The  litiH 
hryd  is  fe  faire  sone  whom  pe  Empe/-esse  sliatt  brj^ng*  forth,  when 
tyme  comith ;  The  too  bestis  ben  riche  men  and  wise  men,  pat  shuH 
be  obedient  to  thi  childe  ;  Jje  o]>er  bestis  ben  oper  folke,  pat  nener 
made  homage,  And  nowe  shuH:  be  subiet  to  thi  sciie ;  The  briddis, 
pat  song*  so  swetly,  is  pe  Empire  of  Eome,  pat  sliatt  ioy  of  pi  childis 
burth;  and,  sir,  pis  is  pe  interpretacioii)  of  yo?/r  drem."  Avhen  pe 
Empresse  hurde  pis,  she  was  glad  y-nowe ;  and  soone  she  bare  a 
faire  sone,  and  perof  was  maade  moche  ioy.  And  when  pe  kyng*  of 
Naplis  hurde  pat,  he  thowte  to  him  selfe,  "  I  haue  longe  tyme 
holdyn)  wen-*  ayenst  pe  Emperour,  And  it  may  not  be  but  pat  it  avoI 
be  tokle  to  his  sone,  when  pat  he  comyth  to  his  fuH  Age,  howe  pat  I 
haue  fou3t  aH  my  lyfe  ayenst  his  fadir.  3e,"  thowte  he,  "  he  is 
nowe  a  childe,  and  it  is  goode  pat  I  p?'oeour  for  pese,  pat  I  mny 
haue  rest  of  him,  when  he  is  in  his  best,  and  I  in  my  worste."  So 
he  wrote  Idferes  to   pe  Emperour,   for  pese  to    be  had;    and   pe 
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the  dreme  is  goocF.  II  The  firmament,  that  is  and  was  in  more 
clernesse,  is  tlie  Empire,  that  from  hens  forwarc?  shaH  be  put  in 
more  rest.  U  The  mone,  that  Avas  more  pale,  is  the  Empresse,  that 
for  concepcioii)  is  more  discoloured*.  The  liteH  bridde,  that  went  out, 
betokeneth  a  right  faire  sone,  that  she  shaH  bryng  forthe,  whan 
tyme  come.  The  two  bestes,  by  the  whiche  the  bridde  was 
norisshed',  are  alle  Avise  men  and  riche,  that  shuH  obeye  to  the  child' - 
in  alle  thyng.  the  bestes,  that  boAved'  her  hedes  to  hym,  are  moche  • 
other  folke,  the  Avhiche  yit  did'  no  homage  to  your  sone ;  and  in  aH 
thynge  they  shaH  be  A^ndir  fote.  IF  The  briddes,  that  ^songen)  so' 
meryly,  is  aH  the  Empire  of  Eome,  that  shaH  loye  the  birthe  of  the 
child'."  H  The  Emperour  was  gretly  gladed'  of  her  interpretacioiO. 
After  this  the  Empresse  brought  forthe  a  child'.  IT  AAdian  the  kyng 
of  pule  herd'  this,  he  thought  Avith  in  hym  self,  "  I  haA'e  longe  hold' 
werre  ayenst  the  Empe?-our ;  It  may  not  be,  but  whan  the  sone  shaH 
come  to  laAvfuH  age,  it  shaH  be  tolde  hym  that  I  have  alway 
foughteu)  ayenst  his  fadir.  now  he  is  a  chikl',  IF  Therfore  it  is  now 
better  to  me  to  be  in  pease,  that  Avhan  he  cometh  to  age,  he  have 
}iu  thynge  ayenst  me."     H  The  kyng  anoii)  Avrote  to  the  Empt'/our 
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Emperour  sejmg^  ]jat  lie  diide  fat  mor'  for  cavTse  of  drede  than  of 
love,  He  sent  him  worde  a-jen,  and  saide,  fat  he  wold  make  him 
surte  of  pese,  with  condicioii)  fat  he  woldf  be  in  his  servitute,  and 
^elde  him  homage  aH;  his  life,  eche  jer.  Thenne  f  e  kyng*  callid  his 
conseil,  and  askid  of  hem  what  was  best  to  do ;  And  f  e  lordis  of  his 
kyngdom)  saide,  fat  it  was  goode  to  folowe  f e  Emperour  in  his  wiH, 
"  In  f e  first  36  aske  of  him  surte  of  pese  ;  to  fat  we  say  f  us,  Thowe 
hast  a  doujte?-,  and  he  hath  a  sone ;  late  matrimony  be  maad 
bytwene  hem.  And  so  f  er  shall  be  good  sikirnesse ;  Also  it  is  goode 
to  make  liim  homage,  and  3elde  him  rentes."  Thenne  f  e  kyng*  sent 
worde  to  f e  Emperour,  and  saide,  fat  he  wolde  fulfill  his  wiH  in  aH 
poyntys.  And  jive  his  dojter  to  his  sone  in  wife,  yf  fat  it  were 
plesing  to  him.  This  answere  likid  wele  f  e  Empe?-our,  but  he  sent 
worde  ajen,  fat  he  wolde  not  assent  to  matrimony,  but  if  fat  his 
dojter  hadde  herd  a  v^Vgine  fro  hire  natiuite.  The  king*  was 
herewith  hiely  glad,  for  his  do-^ter  was  such  a  cleene  v^'gyn.  So 
letteres  were  maade  of  f  is  couenaunt ;  and  he  made  a  shippe  to  be 
ordeyned,  to  lede  his  doubter  with  a  certayne  of  knyjtis  and  ladeys 
to  fe  Emperour,  to  be  mareyd?  w/t7?  his  sone.  And  whenne  fei 
were  in  fe  shippe,  and  hadde  far  passid  fro  f e  londe,  f er  Rose  vp  a 
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for  pease.  The  Emperour  seyng  that  he  did?  this  because  of  drede 
more  than  for  love,  U  he  wrote  agayii)  to  hyra,  and  said',  If  that  he 
wold'  make  hym  suerte  of  pease,  and  bynde  hym  self  to  hym  in 
servage,  and  do  to  hym  homage,  and  yeld'  the  rentes,  he  shuld' 
take  hym  to  pease.  IT  The  kyng  called'  to  hym  his  counsaile,  and 
tolcJ  hem  what  the  Emperour  said'.  Than  the  wise  men  said',  "  It 
is  good'  to  fulfiH  the  Empero?/rs  wiUe  in  aH  thyng.  First  he  asketh 
of  you  suerte  ;  To  that  we  say,  ye  haue  a  faire  doughtir,  and  the 
Emperoui-'  hath  a  sone ;  lette  matrymonye  be  made  bctwixe  hem, 
and  so  pease  to  be  made  withe  outeu)  ende.  H  Also  the  Empe?'our 
asketh  homage  and  rentes ;  it  is  good'  to  fulfiH  hem."  H  Than  the 
kyng  sent  messaugers  to  the  Empe?-our,  that  he  wold'  fulfiH  his  wiUe 
in  aH  thynge,  and  that  he  wold'  yeve  his  doughtir  to  his  sone,  to  be 
his  wyf*.  II  The  Emperour  sent  agayu),  and  seid',  "  yf  thi  doughtir 
be  a  maiden)  from  her  birthe  to  this  day,  he  wold?  consent  that  his 
sone  shuld'  haue  her."  IT  The  doughtir  was  a  maiden),  the  kyng 
her  fadir  anoii)  made  redy  a  shippe,  and  put  her  thei''  in,  with 
knyghtes  and  ladies,  for  to  lode  her  to  the  Empo'our.    H  Whan  thei 
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gret  liorribiH  tempest,  and  draynt  aH  jjat  were  in  pe  ship,  except  fe 
mayde.  Thenne  fe  mayde  sette  aH  hire  hope  strongly  in  god' ;  & 
at  pe  laste,  fe  tempest  sesid ;  but  per  folowid'  strongly  a  gret  whale, 
to  devowre  fis  maide.  And  whenne  she  sawe  fat,  she  moche 
dradde;  And  whan  fe  nyjt  com,  Jje  maide  dredyng*  fat  fe  whale 
Avolde  haue  swolewide  fe  ship,  smot  fire  at  a  stone,  and  hadde  gret 
plente  of  fire ;  And  as  long<  as  fe  fire  laste,  fe  whale  dorst  come  no 
nere,  but  abowte  cockis  crowe  fe  mayde,  for  gret  vexacioii)  fat  she 
hadde  with  f e  tempest,  feH  on  slepe,  and  In  hire  slep  fe  fire  went 
out ;  And  when  it  was  out,  fe  whale  com  nye,  and  swolewid  both  f e 
ship  and  fe  mayde.  And  when  fe  mayde  felte  fat  she  was  in  fe 
wombe  of  a  whale,  she  smot,  and  maade  gi'et  fire,  and  greuously 
wondid  f e  whale  with  a  litiH  knyfe,  In  so  moche  fat  he  drowe  to  f e 
londe,  and  deyde ;  For  fat  is  f e  kynde,  to  drawe  to  the  londe  when 
he  shall  dye.  And  in  fis  tym)  fe?"  was  an  Erie  namyd  pirius,  And  he 
walkid  in  his  disport  by  f e  see.  And  afore  him  he  sawe  fe  whale 
come  towardi  f  e  lond.  He  gaderid  gre[t]  helpe  and  strenght  of  men ; 
[and]  w/t7i  diuerse  instrementis  thei  smote  f  e  whale  in  eue?'y  party 
of  hym.     And  when  f  e  dameseH  hurde  f  e  gret  strokys,  she  cryde 
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were  in  the  shippe  sailyng,  there  arose  on  hem^  a  grete  tempest,  that 
aH  Avere  drowned',  oute  take  the  maideii),  for  she  put  a  grete  hope  in 
god',  and  agenst  Even)  the  tempest  seased'.  anon)  H  A  grete  whale 
foloAA^ed'  the  shippe,  for  to  devowre  the  maiden) ;  and  she  was 
sore  aferde ;  and  whan  it  was  nyght  she  smote  fire  of  the  stone,  and 
made  a  grete  fire ;  and  as  longe  as  the  nyght  lasted'^  the  whale  durst 
not  come  nere  the  shippe.  %  But  aboute  the  tyme  of  the  nyght 
whau  the  cokke  crewe.  the  maiden)  wexe  slepie,  and  sore  vexed',  and 
fille  on  slepe ;  and  wliile  she  slept  the  fire  went  out,  and  the  maiden) 
was  swalowed'  with  in  the  whale,  and  the  maiden),  while  she  satte 
in  2 the  whales  bely,  she  made  a  fire  with  in,  and  with  her  knyf*  she 
wounded'  the  whale,  of  the  Avhiche  he  toke  the  dethe ;  and  anoii)  he 
swamme  to  lone?.  IT  It  befeH  so  that  tyme,  there  was  an  Erie,  whos 
name  was  Perius,  dwellyng  by  the  see ;  and  as  he  went  to  the  see 
side  warde,  he  saAve  a  grete  whale  comyng  to  lond'.  than  he  bad'  aH 
his  strongest  men  go  smyte  the  whale  on  every  side.  H  Whan  the 
maiden)  with   in  herd'  the  strokes,   she   cried'  with  an  high  voice, 

'  hym,  MS.  ^  leaf  25.  Lack. 


LXVI.    THE    THREE   CASKETS.      STCRY.      IIARL.  7333  &  ADDIT.  90G6.       299 

with  an  hye  voys,  and  saide,  "  GentiH  siris,  liavitli  pite  of  me,  For 
I  am  Jie  dowter  of  a  kyng*,  and  a  mayde  haue  y-ben  sitR  I  was 
borne."  Whenne  ]je  Erie  bnvde  )jis,  be  migrveilid  gretly,  and  openyd 
J)e  whale,  and  tooke  out  pe  dameseH.  )5enne  J5e  niaide  tolde  by 
ordi-'  how  fat  she  was  a  kyngys  dowter,  and  howe  she  loste  hire 
goodis  in  Jje  see,  And  how  she  sholde  be  maryed  to  Tpe  son)  of  the 
^Emperour.  And  Avhen  fe  Erie  hnrde  theise  wordis,  he  was  glad, 
and  helde  J)e  raaide  wz't/i  him  a  gret  Avhile,  tiH  tyme  fat  she  was 
wele  confortid';  And  thenne  he  sent  hire  solemply  to  fe  Emperour. 
And  whenne  he  sawe  hire  comyng^,  and  hurde  fat  she  had 
tribulacions  in  fe  see,  he  hadde  gret  compassioii)  for  hire  in  his 
herte,  and  saide  to  hire,  "  goode  dameseH,  fou  hast  sufferid  moche 
angre  for  the  love  of  my  soone,  neiierthelese,  if  fat  f on  be  worthi  to 
have  him,  I  shall  sone  preve."  The  Emperour  late  make  iij. 
vesselles,  and  f  e  first  Avas  of  clene  goolde,  and  fuH  of  p?'ecions  stonys 
owtewarde,  And  w/t/anne  fuH  of  deede  bonys ;  And  it  had'  a 
snpe?'scripcioii)  in  theise  wordis,  Thei  pat  cliese  me  sJmR  fijnde  in  me 
pat  pel  seniyil."  The  secunde  vesseH  was  aH  of  cleene  siluer,  and 
fuH  of  p?*ecious  stonys ;  and  outwarde  it  had  f  is  superscripsion),  Thei 
pat  cliesiih.  me,  shuVi  fynde  in  me  pat  nature  and  kynde  desirith.. 
And  fe  thirde  vesseH  was  of  leed,  And  with  inne  was  fuH  of 

'  leaf  200,  col.  2. 
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IF  "  0  !  ye  gentii  men,  have  mercy  on  me,  for  I  am  a  kynges 
doughtir,  and  a  maiden)  setlie  my  birth  ! "  ^  The  Erie,  whan  he 
herd'  this,  sore  raervailecP,  and  opened?  the  whale,  and  drew  the 
maiden)  out.  than  the  maiden)  told'  hem  hoAv  it  Avas  with  her. 
%  whan  the  Erie  herd  this,  he  was  glad,  and  held  the  maiden)  with 
hym  a  certayn)  tyme,  tille  she  was  comforted',  than  he  sent  her  to 
the  Emperour.  IT  whan  he  had'  herd'  how  she  ascaped'  the  see,  he 
had'  of  her  grete  pite,  and  said',  ^  "  0  !  good'  maiden),  thou  hast 
suffretl'  many  aduersitees  for  love  of  my  sone ;  neverthelesse  I  shaH 
prove,  whether  thou  be  worthi  to  be  my  sonnes  wif<  or  not."  IT  Than 
the  Emperour  did'  make  iij.  vessels.  ^  The  first  vesseH  Avas  of  pure 
gold'  and  precious  stones,  and  with  in  it  Avas  fuH  of  ded'  memies 
bones ;  and  Avith  oute  was  this  scripture,  he  that  sha^  chese  m,e,  In 
me  s7;«li  fynde  that  he  hatti  de.'iervedf.  H  The  second'  vesseH  Avas  of 
pure  siluer  and  of  precious  stones,  and  fuH  of  erthe ;  and  Avith  out 
this  scripture,  he   that  shaH  chese  me,  In  me  shaB.  fynde  that  his 
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precious  stonys  ;  And  vrith  oute  was  sette  J)is  scripture,  tJiei  ]iat 
chese  me,  sJmE  fynde  [/w]  me  \at  god  hatii  disposid.  Theise  iij. 
vessellys  tooke  ])e  Empe?'our,  and  shewid  fe  maide,  seying*,  "  Lo  ! 
deei-^  dameseH,  here  ben  thre  wortlii  vessellys,  And  if  fou  chese  on  of 
theise,  wherein  is  profit,  and  owitB  to  be  chosyn),  thenne  ])0\\  shalt 
liaue  my  sone  to  husbonde;  And  if  Jjou  chese  fat  that  is  not 
l^rofitable  to  fe,  ne  to  noon)  othir,  forsothe  Jjenne  fou  shalt  not  haue 
hym,"  whenne  fe  dowter  hurde  fis,  And  sawe  \q  tlire  vessellys, 
she  lifte  vp  hire  yen)  to  god,  and  saide,  "  Thowe,  lord,  ])at  knowist 
aH;  thing*,  graunt  me  fy  grace  nowe  in  Jje  nede  of  f is  tyme,  sc^7.  pat 
I  may  chese  at  J)is  tyme,  wherthorowe  I  may  ioy  fe  sone  of  Jie 
Emperour,  and  haue  him  to  husbond."  Thenne  she  byhelde  fe  first 
vesseH,  fat  was  so  sotilly  maad,  and  radde  jje  superscripcion) ;  And 
fenne  she  thowte,  what  haue  I  deservid  for  to  haue  so  precious  a 
vesseH,  And  fo^  it  be  neuer  so  gay  -wiih  oute,  I  not  howe  fowle  it  is 
w/t7«  Inne ;  so  she  tolde  the  Emperour  fat  she  nolde  by  no  way 
chese  fat.  Thenne  she  lokid  to  f e  secunde,  fat  was  of  siluer,  and 
radde  the  supe^'scripcion) ;  and  thenne  she  saide,  *'  my  nature  & 
kynde  askith  but  dilectacions  of  f  e  flessh ;  Forsothe,  ser,"  qwod  she, 
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nature  desireth..  H  The  thirde  vesseH  was  of  lede,  and  fuH  of  nobils 
and  precious  stones  with  in ;  and  with  out  was  this  scripture,  he 
that  shaVi  chese  me,  in  me  sha)A  fynde  that  gm^  hath  disposed  for 
hym.  IF  Tliise  iij.  vessels  the  Emperour  shewed'  to  the  maiden),  and 
said',  "  thise  are  iij.  noble  vessels ;  yf  thou  chese  one  of  thise,  in  the 
which  is  profite  and  availe,  thou  shalt  have  my  sone ;  and  yf  thou 
chese  that  is  not  profitable  to  hym,  ne  to  none  other,  thou  shalt  not 
have  my  sone."  II  The  maiden),  Avlian  she  sawe  the  vessels,  she 
lift  vp  her  hondes  to  god',  and  said',  U  "  Thou,  lord',  that  alle 
thynge  knowest,  graunte  me  grace  so  to  chese,  that  of  the  Emperours 
sone  I  may  have  loye  ! "  IT  Than  she  behehl?  the  first  vessert,  and 
redde  the  supe?'Scripcion),  and  said',  "  what  have  I  deserved'  to  have 
so  precious  a  vesseH  1  what  is  with  in  I  wote  ^  never  vtterly ; 
Neverthelesse  it  shyneth  with  out  of  fyne  gold'."  Than  she  said', 
"  this  vesseH  in  no  wise  Aville  I  chese."  IF  Than  she  loked'  on  the 
second'  vesseH,  and  redde  the  scripture  that  was  ther*  on,  he  that 
vhesefh.  me,  sha^  fynde  that  his  nature  desiretU.  IF  She  thought  in 
her  self,  "  If  I   chese  this,  I  wote  not  what  is  with  in  But  that 
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"  and  I  refuse  Jjis."  Tlienne  she  lokid  to  fe  third,  fat  was  of  leede, 
and  radde  pe  supe?'scripcion) ;  And  then  she  saide,  "  Sothly,  god 
disposid'  neue?'  IviH ;  Forsoth  pat  which  god  hath  disposid  Avott  I 
take  and  chase."  And  whenne  the  Emperour  sawe  pat,  he  saide, 
"goode  dameseH,  opyii)  nowe  pat  vesseH,  and  see  what  pou  hast 
fondyii)."  And  when  it  was  openyd,  it  was  fuH  of  golde  and 
precious  stoonys.  And  thenne  pe  Emperour  saide  to  hire  a3en, 
"DameseH,  pou  hast  wisely  chosen,  and  wonne  my  sone  to  thyu 
husbond'."  So  pe  day  was  setts  of  hire  bredeale,  and  gret  ioy  was 
maade ;  and  pe  sone  regnyd^  after  pe  decese  of  pe  fadir,  the  whicS 
maad  faire  ende.     Ad  quod  nos  pexducat  I     Am&n.  ' 

MORALITE, 

Deere  frendis,  this  Empi?rour  is  pe  fadir  of  Heuene,  pe  wliicli 
maade  man  or  he  tooke  flessh.  The  Empo'esse,  pat  conceivid, 
was  pe  blissiJ  virgine,  pat  conceivid'  by  pe  AxiwunciaiioiH  of  pe  angiH. 
J5e  firmament  was  sette  in  his  most  clernesse,  ^cil.  pe  wordle  was 
lijtid'  in  aH  his  parteys,  by  pe  concepcion)  of  pe  Empresse,  our  lady. 
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nature  desireth.  iN'ature  desireth  alway  delectacion)  of  flessfi, 
therfore  this  vesseH  in  no  wise  I  wille  chese."  IT  Afterward'  she 
lokecJ  on  the  thirde  vesseH,  that  was  of  lede,  and  that  was  fuH  of 
nobles  and  precious  stones ;  and  she  redde  the  scripture,  that  was 
this,  he  that  cheset^  me,  in  me  shaU  fijnde  that  god:  hathe  disjjosedi. 
H  She  thought  with  in  her  self,  "  this  vesseH  is  not  mekeH  precious, 
and  neverthelesse  the  scripture  seith,  he  that  cheseth.  me,  in  me  sha\i 
fynde  that  god  hath  disposed ;  And  it  is  in  certayn)  god  ordeyneJ 
never  eveH  ;  therfore  this  vesseH  I  wolle  chese."  IF  The  Emperour, 
whan  he  herd'  this,  he  said',  "  0  !  goode  maiden),  open  the  vesseH, 
that  we  mow  se  yf  thou  have  wele  chosen)."  whan  it  was  open),  it 
was  fuH  of  gold'  and  precious  stones.  IF  Than  he  said',  "  0  !  good? 
maiden),  thou  hast  wisely  chosen),  therfore  thou  shalt  have  my  sone." 
and  so  he  ordeyned'  the  day  of  the  weddyng,  in  the  whiche  was 
grete  loye.  IT  And  after  the  dissease  of  the  Fadir,  the  sone  reignecJ 
as  Emperour,  and  endid'  his  lyf*  in  pease. 

IT  Declaracio.  Frendes,  this  Emperour*  is  the  fadir  of  heveu), 
that  longe  before  the  sone  toke  flesshe,  for  the  whiche  many 
perisshed',^  in  as  mekeH  as  thei  went  to  helle  before  the  Incarnacioii) 
of  Ih(?.5U  crist.     IT  The  Empresse,  that  conseivid'  a  sone,  is  blisscLB 

'  MS.  prechedf. 


302     LXVI.  THE  THREE  CASKETS.     MURALITE.     HARL.  7333  &  ADDIT.  9066. 

The  pale  mone  was  j)e  state  of  our  lady,  li^tid  and  shadewid  yvith  pe 
grace  of  Jje  holy  gost ;  And  not  only  in  Jje  face,  but  in  aU  J)e  body  of 
hire  was  maad  faire,  and  she  with  childe  like  as  an  othir  woman) 
wer*,  In  so  moche  fat  losep  wolde  prmely  hane  lefte  hire.  The 
litiH  brid,  fat  passid  fro  fe  syde  of  fe  mone,  is  our  lord  ihesii  crist, 
fat  was  borne  at  mydnyjt.  And  lappid  in  Clothis,  and  sette  in  f e 
crybbe.  The  two  bestis  ben  fe  oxe  and  fe  asse.  The  bestis,  fat 
come  fro  fer  parteys,  ben  f  e  herdis,  to  whom  f  e  angiil  saide,  Ucce 
anuncio  vohis  gcmdmvo.  magnum,  lo  !  I  shew  to  you  a  gret  ioy.  The 
briddis,  fat  songe  so  swetly,  ben  angelis  of  hevene,  fat  song  gloria 
^In  excelsis  Deo.  The  king^,  tha.t  helde  suche  werre,  is  maj^kynd', 
fat  was  contrarie  to  god,  while  fat  it  was  in  power  of  f e  deviH,  But 
when  our  lorde  ihesu  crist  was  I-borne,  thenne  mankynde  enclyned 
to  god,  and  sent  for  pese  to  be  had,  when  he  tooke  baptime,  and 
saide,  fat  he  3af  him  to  god,  and  forsoke  f e  deviH.  !N"oWe  f e  king^ 
3afe  his  doujter  to  f  e  sone  of  f  e  Emperour,  scil.  eche  on)  of  vs  owe 
to  ^ive  to  god'  our  soule  in  matrHnonye ;  for  he  is  redy  to  Eeceyve 
hire  to  his  spouse.  As  is  saide,  Osea,  Disjjonsabo  earn  m\\\\,  I  shaH 
wedde  f  e  soule  to  me.  But  thenne,  or  f  ou  come  to  f  e  palys  of 
hevene,  f  ou  most  go  by  a  gret  see  of  this  wordle,  and  in  f  e  ship  of 

'  leaf  200,  back,  col,  1. 
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niary.  The  firmament,  that  was  put  in  more  clerenesse,  Illumyneth 
the  world'  by  concepcion)  of  goddes  sone.  The  pale  mone  is  the  face 
of  the  blissed'  virgyne  mary,  that  was  shadowed  with  the  holy  gost. 
%  The  liteH  bridde,  that  went  out  of  the  one  partie,  forsothe  is  crist. 
The  ij.  bestes  were  the  Oxe  and  the  Asse.  The  bestes,  that  come 
from  ferre  countre,  are  the  herdemen,  to  the  whiche  the  AungeH 
seid',  IF  "Behold,  I  shew  to  you  grete  loye,  for  this  day  is  born)  the 
savyour  of  the  world."  IF  The  briddes,  that  songe  so  swetly,  are 
the  aungels  of  god,  that  songen),  loye  be  to  god'  above  and  pease  to 
men,  of  good'  wille  in  the  erthe.  IT  The  kyng  of  pide  is  aH 
mankynd',  that  whan  he  was  in  the  power  of  the  fend',  man  was 
contrarye  to  god'.  H  But  whan  our  lord'  was  born),  anon)  man 
enclyned'  to  god',  and  sente  for  to  have  pease,  whan  eche  of  vs 
asketh  1  baptyme.  IT  Also  the  kyng  yaf^  his  doughtir  to  the  sone  of 
the  Emperoui''  in  Matrymonye.  iSo  crist  is  redy  to  take  thi  soule  to 
his  spouse,  but  before  or  thou  come  to  the  paleys  of  heveii),  thou 

'  leaf  20.  back. 
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good  life.  Thenne  ros  vp  a  gret  tempeste,  mil.  tribulacion)  of  Jie 
worJle,  temptaeion)  of  flesh,  and  sugiestion)  of  pe  devili ;  And  so  by 
theise  tempestis  ben  ofte  tyme  drenchid  ]je  vertuys  fat  Jjou  tooke  in. 
baptime ;  Neuerthelese  pou  shalt  not  faH  out  of  fe  ship  or  fe  boote 
of  charite,  If  fat  jjou  holde  fe  in  a  faste  hope,  and  bileve ;  For  as 
fe  apostiH  seith,  Sjje  salui  fadi  suvms  et  inpossihile  est  sine  fide 
salvari,  we  ben  y-savid  thorowe  goode  hope,  And  it  is  inpossible  to 
be  I-savid  wrt/i  oute  goode  bileve  and  feith.  The  whale,  fat 
folowith,  and  svith  for  f e  maide,  is  f e  deviH,  fat  is  abowte  ny3t  and 
day  fur  to  kiH  f e  sowle.  And  f erfore  late  vs  smyte  fire  of  charite 
And  of  love  fro  fe  stou)  of  crist,  Avhich  seiyth,  Ego  sum  Lapis 
angularis,  I  am  a  corner  stone;  and  certenly  while  it  is  fis,  fe 
devili  may  not  noye  f  e.  But  many  vnwise  men  doith  as  dude  f  e 
mayde,  thei  cese,  and  arn  wery  of  hire  goode  werkis,  and  slepith  in 
synne;  And  when  fe  devili  seith  fat,  he  drenchith  fe  synner  in 
IviH  thowtis,  and  IviH  consenting^,  and  Ivill  werkis.  And  f erfore, 
if  fat  f ou  feele  f e  in  such  life,  And  so  be  in  f e  develis  power,  do 
thenne  as  dude  f  e  mayde,  smyte  f  e  deviH  Wit/i  f  e  knyfe  of  penaunce, 
And  K3te  the  fire  of  charite.  And  w/t/;oute  dowte  he  shaH  caste  f  e  to 
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behovest  to  passe  the  see  of  this  world',  in  a  bote  of  holy  lyf". 
but  whan  thou  art  in  thi  bote,  there  ariseth  a  grete  tempest,  that  is, 
tribulacion)  of  the  world*,  temptaeion)  of  the  flessh,  and  suggestion)  of 
the  fende,  that  drowneth  ofte  sithes  the  vertues  ^and  the  grace  that 
thou  resceivest  in  thi  baptyme ;  for  that  thou  shalt  in  no  maner  falle 
out  of  the  shippe  of  charite.  H  Also  the  grete  whale,  that  folowed'  the 
maiden),  is^  the  devell,  that  nyght  and  day  is  besy  to  drowne  the 
soule  in  synne.  do  thou  therfore  as  the  maiden)  did« ;  Smyte  tire  of 
charite  of  the  stone,  that  is,  of  crist,  and  the  devell  shaH  not  noye 
the.  IT  But  many  begynne  wele  like  the  maiden),  but  afterward* 
thei  were  wery  of  good'  werkes,  and  slepen)  in  synnes ;  and  anon) 
the  devell  swoloweth  the  synner.  H  If  thou  fele  thi  self'  in  suche 
lif*,  that  is,  in  the  power  of  the  fende,  do  as  the  maiden)  did' ;  with 
the  knyf  of  bitter  penaunce  smyte  the  deveH,  and'  light  vp  fire  of 

» '  By  an  orers'iglit  of  the  scribe  nearly  four  lines  are  here  repeated, 

but  with  some  variations  difficult  to  account  for,  if  the  MS.  was  merely  a 
transcript.  Thus  for  shippe  he  writes  bote,  and  for  maner  he  has  wise.  Tlie 
repetition  is  given  in  the  text,  the  words  firstly  written  are  as  follow  : 
"  that  thou  resceivest  in  the  baptyme  not  for  that  in  no  wise  falle  not  out  of 
the  bote  of  char  it  ee  ^  The  y  veto  whale  that  folowcd^t  the  maideaa  is" 
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fe  lond  of  goode  life,  woH  he  neH  he.  The  Erie,  fat  come  wiih  his 
seruauntis  to  sle  \q  whale,  is  a  discrete  coniQ^sour,  fiat  dwellith 
biside  fe  see,  scil.  biside  fe  wordle,  and  not  in  fe  wordle,  sci7.  in 
wordiy  dilectacion) ;  And  he  •wiih  his  wordis  of  holy  scripture  shaH: 
sle  fe  deviH,  and  do  away  his  power,  and  deliuer  him  fro  f e  deviH, 
so  fat  he  cry  as  dude  f e  dameselle,  scz7.  by  confession).  And  thenne 
he  may  be  norisshid  by  goode  werkys,  and  so  be  sent  to  f  e  kingdom) 
of  hevene.  The  Empe/'our  shewicB  to  fe  damesett  iij.  vessellis,  s,cil. 
god  settith  afore  a  man  life  and  dethe,  goode  an[d]  IviH,  And  fat 
that  he  woH  chese,  he  shaH  haue.  And  f erfore  salomone  seiyth  this, 
Ante  liovainem  jnors  et  vita;  quod  placuQYit  dahitur  ei,  ymmo 
nescimus  si  digni  sumus  vita  vel  morte,  Afore  a  man  lieth  bothe  life 
and  [dethe],  fat  that  likith  him  he  shaH  haue,  but  we  knowe  not 
whedir  that  we  ben  worthi  life  or  deth.  And  ferfore  saide  a 
eertayne  saynt,  in  vitis  patru?w,  tliis  in  verse, 


Sum  trta  ({\\t  facte 
Jttc  fatiiuu  stpc  Bolcre 
1£st  p/'/mM;u  Uuruw!, 
i^uoniava.  scio  mc  tnoriturum ; 

This  is  to  say, 

?rf)rc  tl)tnct«s  ben,  (n  Cap, 
^f),it  mahirt)  me  to  sorofajc  all 
toag: 


lEst  magts  aljljcnlio 
JJtoriar,  set  ncscio  qtianlro, 
3Entie  macjis  flebo, 
^uia  nescio  quo  rcmancbo, 

©n  is  ^at  3E  sfjalle  I)cnne ; 
%n  otI)tr,  I  not  nt\w  ii)t)cn ; 
STbe  tbirljc  is  m»  most  care, 
E  toot  not  to!)cti)ir  E  sl)aU  fare. 


Secundum,  illud  in  vitas  patru??^,  Ther  ben  iij.  thingis  fat  I  drede  ;  On 
is,  fat  I  shaH  passe ;  anof er  is,  I  not  when,  and  come  afoi"*  f e  dome  ; 
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charitee,  and  he  shaH  cast  the  to  lond'  of  good'  lyf".  H  The  Erie, 
that  come  with  his  servauntes  to  sle  the  whale,  Is  a  discrete 
confessour,  dwellyng  by  the  see,  that  is,  the  world',  the  whiche  is 
redy  with  wordes  of  holy  writte  for  to  slee  the  deveH,  that  is,  for  to 
put  away  liis  power,  and  to  delyver  hym  fro  the.  IF  Do  thou 
therfore  as  the  maiden)  dic^,  Criyng  with  an  high  voise,  beyng  a-know 
of  thi  synnes  to  thi  confessour ;  and  so  maist  thou  be  norisshed'  in 
good'  werkes  from  the  power  of  the  deveH,  and  be  sent  to  the 
kyngdom)  of  heven).  IF  The  Empo-our  shewed'  the  maiden)  iij. 
vessels,  that  is,  god'  putteth  before  man  lyf  and  dethe,  goode  and 
EveH;  whiche  he  cheseth,  that  he  shall  have.  H  wherfore 
Salamon)  seith,  before  'man  is^  lyf  and  dethe;  that  liketh  hym  sliaH 

'  inannes,  MS. 
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The  third  is,  I  not  whedir  fe  sentence  shaH  go  for  me  or  a3enst  me. 
By  J)e  furst  vesseH,  fat  was  fuH  of  deede  bonys,  vs  most  vndirstonde 
fe^  wordle,  or  wordly  men, — And  whil  For  rijt  as  ]5e  vesseH  was 
shynyng<  wit/ioute,  and  w/t/i  Inne  was  but  dede  bonys,  so  it  is  by  J)e 
niy3ty  men  and  riche  men  of  jjis  wordle,  jjat  hath  golde,  and  goodis 
shynyng-^ly,  and  havith  hire  werkis  dorke,  and  deeJe  by  dedly 
synuys.  And  fecfore,  man,  if  jjou  chese  such  a  vessel,  soil,  such 
a  life,  certenly  feu  shalt  fynde  tlieu  fat  fou  ^deservedist  s,cil.  Helle  ; 
And  such  may  be  likenyd  to  faire  sepulcris,  fe  which  ben  maado 
faire  Av/t/«oute,  And  rially  ornyd  Vfiih  precious  clothing^  of  silke  and 
of  palle,  And  wit7i  Inne  ben  nothing<  but  deede  bonys.  By  fe 
secu«de  vesseH,  fat  was  of  siluer,  we  vndirstond'  fe  my3ty  iuges^  of 
this  wordle,  fe  which  in  hire  speche  shynyth  lyke  silue?',  And  is  not 
but  a  worme  or  erthe,  sell.  shaH  not  yn  fe  day  of  doome  ben  mor* 
worth  fan  wormys,  or  ellis  worse,  for  if  f ei  dey  in  synne,  thei  shuH 
haue  perpetueH  peyne.  And  such  is  sette  afore  our  yen ;  But  god 
defende  vs,  fat  we  take  no  such  life,  fat  we  leese  not  ferfore  fe 
life  fat  is  euerlastyng^ !  And  by  f e  thirde  vesseH,  fat  is  of  leede, 
we  shuH  vndirstonde  simple  life,  which  fat  f e  chosyu)  childryn  of 
god  chesith,  fat  f ei  mowe  be  weddid  to  ihesu  crist  In  a  simple  Abyt ; 
'  J^at  \ie,  MS.         *  leaf  200,  back,  col.  2.         '  mages,  MS. 
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be  geveri)  hym ;  neverthelesse  we  wote  not  whether  we  be  worthi 
lyf*  or  dethe.  *\  By  the  first  vesseH  of  gold',  fuH  of  dede  mennes 
bones,  we  shaH  vndirstond'  the  world'  or  worldly  men,  as  are  thise 
riche  men  that  shynen)  with  out  as  gold',  but  with  in  thei  are  fulle 
of  dede  mennes  bones,  that  is,  aH  the  Averkes  that  thei  have  ^done 
in  this  world'  thei  are  dede  as  vnto  god',  by  her  dedely  synnes.  If 
thou  may  chese  suche  lyf*,  than  shalt  thou  fynde  as  thou  hast 
deserved',  and  that  is  helle.  suche  are  like  gay  sepulcres,  that  with 
oute  are  araied'  right  faire,  and  that  somtyme  with  clothes  of  silke 
and  of  gold'  are  covered'  and  hilled',  but  with  in  thei  are  but  drye 
bones.  *\  By  the  second'  vesseH  of  siluer  we  shuH  vndirstonde 
domysmen,  wisemen,  and  myghty  men  of  the  world',  that  shynen)  iu 
her  speche  as  it  were  siluer,  but  with  in  thei  are  wormes  and  ertlie. 
H  By  the  third  vesseH  of  lede  we  shulle  vndirstonc?  a  symple  lyf", 
that  are  tho  that  are  goddes  chosen)  children);  for  thei  chosen)  a 
symple  vesture,  and  a  nieke,  and  are  subiecte  to  obedience  for  god'. 

'  leaf  27. 
GESTA.  20 
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And  sucli  fynditli  and  liavitli  precious  stonys,  scil.  merytory  werke^, 
plesing  to  god,  for  f»e  wliicfi  |)ci  sliuH  in  fe  day  of*  dome  be  weddid 
to  god,  and  haue  Ipe  heritage  of  hevene.  Ad  quam  nos  joevducat  &c. 
Amen. 
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IT  Suc6  beren)  precious  stones,  that  be  nieritorie  werke.s,  pleasyng  to 
god',  for  the  whiche  at  the  day  of  dome  thei  shuH  be  wedded'  to  god', 
and  shaH:  have  the  heritage  of  the  kyngdome  of  heven).  to  the 
whiche  god'  brynge  vs  !     Amen. 


[  LXVII.  ] 

ANTONIUS  THE  EMPiJiZOUE. 

(how  a  young  man  was  released  prom  prison  by  the 

daughter  op  a  pirate.) 

Antonius  regnyd  a  wise  Emperour  in  fe  cite  of  Eome ;  and  as 
he  went  on  a  tyme  by  fe  see-syde,  he  sawe  howe  fat  pirati, 
sci7.  thevis  of  pe  see,  hadde  taken  the  sone  of  a  gret  niy^ty 
man.  And  brou3t  him  in  to  J>e  prison)  of*  fe  Emperour,  faste  y-bounde. 
Tliis  yong*  man  wrote  to  his  fadir,  praying*  him  to  bey  him  out ; 
But  Jje  fadix  sent  word  ayen,  and  saide,  That  he  wold  not  bye  him, 
ne  pay  no  goode  for  him.  And  Avhen  fe  yong*  man  hurde  fe  wordis, 
he  wepte  soor*,  pat  noon  might  confort  him.  And  fe  Emperowr 
hadde  a  dowter,  fat  vsid'  euery  day  to  visite  Jiis  pr/son).  And  to 
comforte  fe  yong*  man  in  aH  fat  she  my3te ;  And  then  fe  yong  man 
wolde  saie  to  hire  fus,  "  what  ioy  or  comforte  shulde  I  make,  fat 
sitte  I-bounde  in  prt'son)  fro  sight  of  aH  men.  And  also  my  fadir  is  so 
vnkynde,  fat  he  woH  not  pay  my  rau??som)  for  me  1 "  This  mayde 
hadde  of  him  gret  pyte,  in  so  moch  fat  she  seyde,  "I  haue  gret 
sorowe  for  f  e  in  myne  herte ;  and  f  erfore,  if  f  ou  wolt  graunt  me  oo 
tiling*  fat  I  shaH  aske  of  fe,  I^  shaH  deliuer  fe  fro  aH  fis  Angre, 
scil.  fat  f ou  wedde  me,  if  I  deliucr  f e."  "  3is,"  quof  he,  "  and 
ferto  I  ^ive  fe  my  truthe."  Thenne  she  deliueryd  him  out  of 
pnson),  And  stale  awey  w^t7i  him  to  his  fadir.  And  when)  f  e  fadir 
sawe  his  sone,  and  f  e  dameseH  w^'t/i  him,  he  askid  of  him  wherto 

'  and  I,  MS. 
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she  was  with  him.  "  Sir,"  quo])  he,  "  for  she  deliue?ycl  me  out  of 
pr/soii),  And  ])erioxe  she  shaH  be  my  wyf*."  Jjenne  saide  Ipe  fadir,  "  I 
•wolle  not  assent  perto,  by  no  mane?*,  fat  she  be  fi  wife,  And  fat  for 
two  cawsis ;  The  furste  cause  is  fis,  for  she  knewe  wele  Jjat  hir* 
fadir  myjte  haue  had  for  J)i  ranson)  grete  goodis,  and  sithe  she 
deliuered  fe  so  frely,  she  duct  grete  preiudice  and  harme  to  hire 
fadir ;  And  sithe  she  is  vnkynde  and  fals  to  him,  no  doute  of  she 
may  not  be  iuste  to  f»e.  That  othir  cause  is  this,  fat  whenne  she 
deliuered  fe,  it  was  not  for  cause  of  pyte,  it  was  for  cause,  of  lust ; 
For  whenne  she  deliuered  fe,  she  took  fi  trowthe  fat  she  shulde  be 
f  i  wife ;  And  f erfore,  sithe  she  dude  it  for  Iuste  of  flesh,  f  ou  shalt 
neuer  haue  hire  to  wife."  Thenne  spake  f  e  dameselle  to  f  e  furst 
reson)  and  cas,  and  saide,  "  Sir,  f  e?"  f  ou  seiyst  I  was  vnkynde  to  my 
fadir,  fat  is  not  soth. ;  for  my  fadir  is  a  riche  lord,  and  nedith  not 
of  his  goode.  For  he  was  poore  and  simpiH,  And  hadde  nothing^.  And 
f erfore,  for  f e  grete  pyte  that  I  hadde  of  him,  and  of  his  gret  nede, 
I  tooke  of  me  boldly  to  socour  him.  But  f ou  fat  bigat  him,  f ou 
forsoke  him,  and  denyed  him ;  And  so  I  dude  non)  harme  to  my 
Fadir ;  for  my  fadir  was  riche  y-nowe,  And  of  thi  sone  he  my^te 
haue  hadde  no  mor'  but  haue  pynyd  him  in  pr/son),  For  f  ou  saidist, 
fat  f ou  woldist  not  pay  for  him ;  And  so  I  was  mor*  kynde  to  f i 
sone  fan  f i  selfe,  And  f erfore  he  is  moi-*  holden)  to  me  than  to  f e. 
To  fat  ofer  reson),  wher  as  f ou  saiest  fat  I  dude  it  more  by  cause  of 
Iuste,  I  say  that  it  is  not  sothly  saide  of  f  e,  For  Iuste  risith  of 
Fairnesse  of  a  man),  or  ellis  for  his  strenght ;  But  f  i  sone  was  not 
streng*,  for  f e  disese  fat  he  had  in  pn'sone  toke  it  from  him,  'Ne 
he  iwas  not  faire,  for  he  was  aH  disfigurict  in  fe  prison);  and 
f  erf  ore  I  say,  only  pyte  mevid  me  to  do  as  I  dude,  &  not  Iuste." 
Thenne  spake  f e  sone  to  f e  fadir,  and  saide,  "  Fadir,  whenne  fat  I 
was  in  per/H  of  perisshing*,  I  wrote  to  f  e,  for  to  be  deliuered  of  f  e, 
And  f  ou  Avoldist  not  do  it ;  But  f  is  dameseUe  deliuered  me  fro  dethe, 
&  savid  me,  and  fe?*fore  douteles  she  shaH  be  my  wife."  Anoon  he 
weddid  f  e  dameselle,  and  in  faire  pes  endid,  &c. 

'  leaf  201,  col.  1. 
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MORALITE. 

Deere  frendis,  f)is  Empe?*our  is  the  Fadir  of  hevene,  fe  wliicli 
regnyd  alway  in  hevene.  The  childe,  fat  was  y-take,  is  aH: 
mankynde,  take  by  develis  for  fe  synne  of  fe  furst  fadir  Ad«m ;  the 
-which  niaiikynde  was  y-put  in  pe  pr/son)  of  helle,  and  holdyn)  in 
grete  sorowe.  The  fadir  wolde  not  bye  him,  sell.  J)e  wordle,  Jje 
which  is  his  fadir,  in  j^e  same  mane?',  for  by  him  he  is  sustenyd. 
The  dou3ter,  |)at  is  so  faire,  is  fe  godhede,  whe?i  he  come  down) 
fro  heuelie  to  erthe,  and  ioyned'  him  to  manhede,  when  he  took* 
flessfi  and  bloode  in  fe  virgine  marie  ;  and  so  he  made  gostely 
matrimony e  with  man).  And  he  deliueryd  vs  vndir  Jjis  condicion),  fat 
our  soule  shulde  be  his  spouse;  as  witnessitfi  fe  wordis  of  Osea, 
Desponsabo  earn  mihi,  I  shaU  wedde  hire  to  me.  And  so  he  lefte 
fe  courte  of  heuene,  and  of  angelis,  and  dwelte  witJi  vs  here  in  jjis 
•wordle.  but  f>e  fadir,  sell,  fe  wordle,  grucchith  ayenst  vs,  And 
woU  not  fat  fe  soule  wer*  fe  spouse  to  crist,  but  fat  we  serue  aH  to 
it.  And  if  fat  we  plese  the  wordle,  Certenly  we  fall  into  fe 
gilder  of  fe  devel,  For  aH  fe  wordle  is^  sette  in  wickidnesse;  And 
ferfore  lat  vs  fle  fe  wordle,  and  take  refute  in  criste,  and  by 
good  Argument  we  shuH  haue  fe  kyngdom)  of  heuene.  Ad  qiiod^ 
pevducat  &c. 

[  LXVIII.  ] 
DOI^ATUS  THE  EMPj^iJOUE. 

(of    the    THREE    IMAGES    IN    A    TEMPLE    AT    ROME.) 

Donatus  regnyd  Emperour  in  f  e  cite  of  Eome ;  And  he  dude  to 
be  sette  in  fe  temple  iij.  ymagis.  And  on  of  hem  hadde  a 
finger  reching^  to  f  e  peple,  And  in  his  fynger  a  ryng*  of  golde ;  And 
'  it,  MS.  *  quos,  MS. 
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[  XXVI.  leaf  36,  hack.  ] 

Onatus  reigned'  in  Eome,  that  did'  make  in  the  Temple  iij. 
ymages.  One  had'  his  hand'  strecched'  forthe  to  the  pej^le,  and 
on  his  fynger  a  gold'  ryng.     The^  other  ymage  had'  a  golden) 

•  That 
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an  ofer  ymage  a  berd  of  golde ;  And  fie  tliirde  hadde  a  mantelle  af 
p«/-pure.  whenne  fes  ymages  were  y-maade,  the  Emperour 
commaundid,  vp  peyne  of  detB,  fat  noon  sliold  spoile  hem,  ne  do 
hem  harme  ne  wrong*,  scil.  of  Jjb  ryng*,  of  the  berd,  or  of  fe  mantelle. 
Hit  happid  in  a  certayne  tyme,  )?at  per  come  a  tiraunt,  namyd' 
Dyonisius ;  And  he  enteryd  into  J>e  temple,  and  stale  jje  ring  fro  the 
first  ymage,  pe  berd  fro  fe  secunde,  [and]  The  mantelle  fro  pe  thirde. 
Sone  he  was  perfore  accusid,  and  brou3t  to-fore  pe  Emperour ;  And 
per  he  was  reprevid,  as  man  J>at  I-spoiled  pe  yniagys,  ayenst  pe 
com»iaundement  of  pe  Empe?'0ur.  Thenne  [he]  saide,  "  sir,  I  may 
not  excuse  me  but  fat  I  enteryd'  in  to  pe  temj^iE: ;  But  towching  pe 
oper  crymys  fat  ye  put  to  me,  I  answer*  thus ;  the  furst  ymage  put 
out  his  honde  to  me,  as  who  saiyth,  take  of  me  fis  ling'  at  my  jifte. 
And  f erfore  I  tooke  the  ring* ;  And  whenne  I  sawe  fat  othir  ymage 
haue  a  goldyn)  berde,  I  thought  to  my  selfe,  I  knewe  fe  fadir  of 
fis  ymage,  And  he  hadde  nener  no  berde  of  golde,  And  it  is  no 
reson)  fat  he  be  hyer  fan  his  fadu',  And  f erfore  I  tooke  of  him  f e 
berde,  for  he  shulde  be  lyke  to  his  fadir ;  whenne  I  sawe  f  e  thirde 

[Seeojid  Version.     Addit.  MS.  9066.] 

berde;  IT  And  the  third'  had'  a  mantelt  of 'purpure  and^  gold'. 
H  whan  the  ymages  were  made,  the  Emperour  comaunded',  that  no 
man  shukV  dispoile-  the  ymages,  on  payn)  of  hangyng  and  drawyng,  ne 
to  3  hem  do  no  disease,  that  is,  to  take  a- way  the  Eynge,  the  Berde, 
ne  the  Manteli.  IT  It  fille  on  a  day,*  that  a  Tyraunte,  whos  name 
was  called'^  Dynnys,  wente  into  the  Temple,  and  toke  away  tlie 
Eynge  fro  the  first  ymage,  and  the  Berde  fro  the  second'  ymage,  and 
the  ManteH  from*^  the  thirde.  Anon)  he  was  take,  and  brought 
before  the  Emperour,  and'  was  accused'  of  the  trespasse,  that  he  had' 
spoyled'  the  '^ymages.  ^  "Sir,"  he  said',  "it  is  lefuH  to  me  to 
aunswere.  Whan  I  first  entred'  the  temple,  the  Image  put  fortlie 
first^  to  me  his  hande,  as  he  had'  said'.  Take  this  Eynge  'of  my  gifte  ; 
and  therfore  I  toke  the  Ej'^nge.^  And  aftir  that,  I  sawe  the  second' 
ymage  have  a  goldyn)  berde  ;  and  I  fought  in  my  hert,  that  I  knew 
his  Fadir,  that  had'  never  no^*^  goldyn)  Berde,  and  that  it  'was  ayenst ^^ 
kynde,  that  the  sone  shuld'  be  hyer  than  the  Fadir ;  and  therfore  I 
toke  fro  hym  the  Berde,  that  he  shuld'  be  like  his  Fadir.  IF  And 
aftir  12  I  sawe  the  thirde  ymage,  with^^  a  ManteH  of  purpure^*  and 

'  purpilk  and  of.         ^  spoyle.         '  Om.         *  tyme.         '  Om: 

«  Ito,  passim.         '  leaf  .S7.         *  Om.         '  Om.         '«  a.         "  is  agayne. 

'^  afterward.  '^  that  had.  '^  pui-pille. 
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yniage  with  his  mauteH,  I  thouglit  in  myne  herte,  fat  fe  mantelle 
•was  good  for  me  in  wjnter,  And  fe  ymage  hadde  no  nede  ferof  in 
•wynter  for  colde,  Ne  in  somer,  for  tlienne  it  wolde  be  comerous, 
and  ))erfore  I  tooke  away  pe  manteH,  And  no  we  ye^  ^j^aue  hiirde 
niyn  Answere."  And  fenne  saide  fe  Emperour,  "j)on  haste  fouly 
answerid."  And  he  saide  to  him,  '^  sey  why  Jjou  hast  spoiled?  fe 
ymagis,  sith  I  chargid  fat  no  man  shuld  do  it ;  Thyne  owne  mouthe 
hath  dampnyd  the."     And  ferfore  he  smote  of  his  hecf,  &c. 

MORALITE. 

To  spekyn  gostly,  fis  Emperour  is  jje  fadir  of  hevene,  J?e  -which 
hath  sette  up  iij.  ymagia  in  the  temple  of  fis  wordle,  scil.  poore 
men,  Avise  men,  and  myghty  men.  This  tiraunt  signifieth  lusticis, 
sherrevis,  and  bailifs.  And  such  as  takith  away  fro  poore  men  and 
sympiH  a  ryng*,  scil.  hire  goodis ;  And  pei  seiyth,  "  may  we  not  take 
hem,  when  thei  3ive  vs  hem ; "  For  if  a  pooi"'  man  haue  ojt  to  do 
among  hem,  if  pat  he  wolde  be  spedde,  anoon  he  puttith  forth  his 
hond  to  3ive  hem.  Also  fei  take  away  Jje  herd  of  Eichesse,  pat  is, 
'  no  weye,  MS.  *  leaf  201,  col.  2. 

[Seco7id  Version.     Addit.  MS.  9066.] 

gold' ;  and  I  thought,  that  in  wyntir  a  golden)  manteH  shuld'  be  colcF, 
and  therfore  the  ymage  neded'  not  the  manteH  in  colcP  wyntir,  ne 
in  Somer,  For  it  is  hevy ;  and  therfore  I  toke  a-way  the  golden 
manteH."  IT  Than^  the  Emperour  said',  "wikkedly  thou  hast 
aunswered',  whi  thou  shuldest  more  robbe  the  ymage  ^  than  'any 
other  man,  sithen)^  I  comaunded',  vi^on)'*  payn)  of  dethe,  that  no  man 
shuld'  do  to^  hem  no  grevaunce ;  thi  mouth  hath  condempnet? 
thi  self*."  IT  The  Emperour  called'  one  of  his  Squyers,  and  seid', 
"  go  fast,  and  smyte  of  his  hede."     and  so  it  was  done.^ 

H  Declaracio.  Frendes,  this  Emperour  is  the  Fadir  of  heven), 
that  reised'  vp  the  iij.  ymages  in  the  temple  of  this  world',  H  That  is, 
poore  men,  wise  men,  and  myghty  men.  IT  The  Tyraunt,  the 
Theefe,  is  lustices,  Sherelis,  and  Baillies,  that  taken)  a-way  fro  the 
poore  men  the  golden)  rynge,  that  is,  her  goodes,  and  sayen),  "may  1 
not  take  it,  whan  he  yeveth  it  me  V  H  For  whan  the  poore  man 
hatlie  ought  to  do,  nylle  he  wille  he,  he  shaH  put  forth  his  honde 
for  to  yeve  hem,  yf  he  wolle  spede.     H  Also  thei  taken)  a-way  the 

'   Oiu.  ^  ymages.  ^  other  men  sholde,  sethe. 

*  on.  *  Om.  ^  do. 
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"vvLien  J>at  Jjei  se  a  man  gadery  or  purchesse,  Thenne  |jei  sey,  "  loo  ! 
lie  is  a  carle,  And  wolde  be  nioore  tlian  his  syr*  was ;  late  vs  take  fro 
him  fe  Eichesse  ; "  And  so  fei  take  awey  fe  here?  of  Eichesse,  by 
cavillacions  and  shynyng^  wordis.  And  by  fe  manteH  I  vndirstonde 
a  man  sette  in  liye  dignite,  whiche  vsith  to  correcte  Ivel  men  and 
women ;  For  ]>ei'  woH  shrewis  arise  ayenst  him,  and  sey,  fat  he  is  to 
boistous  to  many,  and  to  warme,  And  knowith  not  him  selfe,  to 
woode  by  his  power,  and  to  coiieitous ;  And  Jierfore  such  a  man)  J»ei 
accuse.  And  makith  him  be  deprivid  of  his  ofiice.  And  Jjerfore  alle 
tlieise  iij.  maner  of  wickitJ  men  shuH  be  dampnyd  to  deth  bi  hire 
owen  werkis,  Avhen  fei  come  afoi-'  fe  luge.  And  Jje  luge,  scil.  criste, 
Amende  vs  alle,  And  send  vs  heuene  blisse  !     Amen. 

[Second  Version.     Addit.  MS.  9066.] 

golden)  herd,  that  is,  whan  thei  sene  a  man  gadre  richesse,  or  have 
grace,  Anoii>  thei  sayen),  "  se  this  chorle  wille  be  more  than  his 
fadir !  Take  we  fro  hym  the  Berde  of  richesse,  for  it  is  I-nough  to 
hym  to  be  like  his  Fadir."  IT  Also  by  the  golden)  manteH  is 
vndirstond'  man  in  dignyte,  that  gladly  the  smale  correctes.  the 
malefactours  conspireh)  and  sayn),  he  is  over  cold',  or  seyh),  he  is 
over  bote  by  covetise,  or  over  sterne  by  myght ;  wherfore  suche  one 
thei  accuseu),  and  for  his  offence  thei  danipnen)  hym.  and  ail  suche 
eveH  doers  dyeu)  an  eveH  dethe. 

[  LXIX.  ] 
MEEELAUS  }3E  EMPiJiJOUE. 

(the    story    of    CONSTANCE     IN    CHAUCEr's    "  MAN    OF    LAWE's    TALE.") 

"erelaus  regnyd  a  wise  Emperour ;  and  he  had  weddid'  to  wife 
J)e  kyngys  dowter  of  hungery,  fe  which  was  a  faire  woman, 
and  fuH  of  werkis  of  mercy.  So  in  a  ce/'teyne  tyme,  ]:e 
Emperour  as  he  lay  in  his  bed,  purposid  to  visite  ]3e  holy  lond ;  And 
jjerfore  in  \q  morowe  he  caUid  to  him  ])e  Empresse,  and  his  brothir. 
And  penne  he  saide,  ''  Dame,  it  may  not  be  laynd,  or  helid,  or  kepte 
fro  Jje,  pat  I  woH  to  ]?e  holy  lond ;  pat  is  my  ful  purpose ;  and 
perfore  I  ordene  and  sette  pe  in  my  stede,  for  to  rule  and  gouerne  pe 
Empire,  in  worship  to  me,  and  p/"ofite  to  my  peple."  Thenne  saide 
she,  "  sithen  it  may  be  noon  othir  way,  be  it  don  as  pou  wolt  haue 
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it,  And  I  shal  be  turtiH  in  your  absence  fat  hadde  lost  hire  make : 
for  I  trowe  Jjat  ye  woU  turn  home  ajen  in  goode  helthe."  The 
Emperour  confortid'  hire  vritJi  faire  and  swete  vvordes,  and  kiste  hire, 
and  tooke  his  leve,  and  passid  his  wey.  whenne  he  was  gon,  his 
brothir  wex  prout,  and  de^jressid'  riche  and  pooi'',  And  3it  stirid  the 
Empe?'esse  to  synne ;  but  she,  as  a  goode  woman  shulde  do,  seide 
fat  she  wolde  not  by  no  way  assent  to  synne,  as  long*  as  hire 
husbond  livid,  but  he  wolde  not  leeve  so,  but  euermor'  stirid 
hii*  perto,  whenne  fat  he  my^t  fynde  hire  by  hire  oone.  At  fe 
laste,  whenne  fe  Emperesse  sawe  fat  he  wold'  not  be  corectid,  ne 
amendid  of  his  foly,  she  callid  to  hire  iij.  or  iiij.  wortlii  lordis  of 
the  Empire,  and  saide  to  hem,  "  Seris,  ye  wete  Avele,  fat  my  lord 
maad  me  fe  principalle  of  his  Empire,  and  fat  his  brothir  shulde 
be  stiward  vndir  me,  And  fat  he  shulde  not  do  wMoute  me ;  And 
he  depressith,  as  ye  see  Avel,  poor*  and  simple  peple,  spoilith  riche 
and  grete,  and  mooi-'  harme  wolde  do,  if  ^  fat  he  my3te ;  For  f e 
which  I  charge  you,  fat  ye  strongly  bynde  him,  and  caste  him  in 
prison)."  Thenne  saide  f  ei,  "  certenly,  he  hath  do  mckeH  IviH  sith 
he  went.  And  fe^fore  with  glad  hertis  we  shuH  fulfiH  your  wiH." 
Anoon)  f  ei  laide  hondis  vpon  him.  And  bond  him  in  f  e  prison),  with 
bondis  of  yre ;  And  there  ^  he  was  many  day.  So  at  fe  laste  word 
come,  fat  fe  Empe;*our  was  in  corny ng*  home  ;  And  fenne  thought 
he  to  him  selfe,  "  If  my  lorde  come  horn),  and  fynde  me  hei'*,  he  woH 
spei''  the  cause  of  myne  enpr/sonement,  and  fenne  she  wott  telle  him 
f e  cause,  howe  fat  I  temptid  hire  to  synne,  And  fenne  shaH  I  neuer 
haue  grace  of  him,  and  happely  lese  my  life."  And^  thenne  anoon 
he  sent  a  message  to  f e  Empresse,  p[r]ayinge  hire  fat  she  wold  fowche 
safe  to  come  to  fe  pn'son),  and  speke  with  liim  a  word.  Avhenne  fe 
Empresse  hurde  fe  message,  she  com  don),  and  askid  of  him  what  he 
wolde.  Thenne  said  he,  "  gentiH  lady,  haue  mercy  on  me,  for  if  my 
lord  fynde  me  hei"^,  I  am  but  ded."  "  If  y  knewe,"  quof  she,  "  that 
f ou  wolde  leeve  thy  foly,  And  fat  I  myjt  fynde  f e  a  goode  honest 
man,  3it  f  ou  shuldist  haue  grace."  And  he  saide,  "  3is ; "  and 
ferto  he  made  surte  of  feith.  Thenne  she  brou3t  him  out  of  fe 
prison),  and  gert  bathe  him.  And  clyppe  him,  and  shave  him ;  And 
'  it,  MS.  '  Ycriore,  MS.  ■'  leaf  L'Ol,  col.  2. 
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tlienne  slie  araide  him  in  precious  clothing',  and  saide  to  him, 
"  Brothir,  nowe  take  pi  paKray,  and  come  with  me,  And  ride  witJi 
me  a3enst  our  lord."  The  empresse  rood  to  meete  with  him,  witJi 
J)is  stiward,  and  many  othir  lordis  and  mynystris,  in  a  grete  multitude. 
And  as  thei  wei''  riding*  Iper  ran  an  hynde  in  Jje  wey,  with  a  swifte 
pase ;  And  jjenne  al  pat  sawe  hire  svyd'  aftir  with  houndis,  as  hard 
as  thei  my3te.  So  fat  noon  was  lefte  with  pe  lady,  hut  only  Jie 
stiward.  And  when  he  sawe  pat,  he  said,  "  Dame,  heere  bisid  is  a 
pj-ive  forest,  and  it  is  long*  sith  I  lovid  you ;  go  we  nowe  pidir,  and 
lat  me  play  with  the."  Thenne  saide  she,  "  sey,  foole,  howe  menyst 
])0\\  1  dude  I  not  ^isterday  deliuer  pe  out  of  prison),  for  fou  sholdist 
leeve  pi  foly,  and  nowe  pyu  turnyst  perto  soone  a3en  1  I  telle  pe 
nowe  as  I  dude  afore,  pat  per  shatt  noon  do  it  with  me  but  myne 
husbond,  pat  may  chalange  it  by  laAve."  Thenne  saide  he,  "  forsoth 
and  but  pou  assent  to  me,  I  shaH  hong  pe  by  the  heii^  vp  on  a  tre 
here  in  pe  forest,  wher  neuer  noon  shaH  mete  with  the,  And  so  pou 
shalt  haue  a  fowle  ende.  ^"  Themie  saide  she,  "And  p03  pou  smyte 
pe  hed  fro  my  body,  and  vse  in  me  aH  maner  of  tormentis,  pou  shalt 
neuer  compelle  me  to  synne."  Thenne  he  nakid  hire  evene  to  pe 
smok,  and  hong*  hire  by  pe  heeris  vp  on  an  Oke ;  And  he  bond  hire 
horse  by  pe  tre.  And  whenne  he  hadde  don)  pus,  he  rood  to  his 
felowis  a3en.  And  saide,  pat  a  gret  multitude  of  peple  had  stolyn)  and 
Eavisshid  pe  lady  from  hym ;  And  pe?-fore  was  maade  gret  sorowe 
ouer  aH  the  Empire.  Aftir,  within  thre  days,  ther  huntyd  an  Erie 
in  pe  forest ;  And  as  pe  houndis  ronne  after  pe  wolfis,  thei  felte  a 
sauour,  and  lefte  hii'^  rennyng*,  and  tooke  hire  cours  vnto  pe  tre. 
Whenne  pe  Erie  sawe  pat,  he  merveilide  hiely,  and  smot  pe  horse 
with  pe  sporis,  and  pursuyd,  tiH:  he  com  to  pe  tre  where  the  lady 
lieng*.  And  whenne  pe  Erie  sawe  hire  hong*  ther  by  pe  heeris,  he 
hadde  gret  compassion)  of  hire,  by  cause  pat  she  was  so  faire ;  and 
saide  to  hire,  "  sey,  woman),  what  art  pou,  And  win  hongist  pou  pus  1 " 
And  she  was  on  live,  by  pe  mirakiH  of  god,  and  saide  to  him,  "  I  am 
a  woman  of  straunge  contre.  And  howe  I  hong*  hei-*  I  not ;  god  wot !  " 
And  thenne  saide  pe  Erie,  "  whose  horse  is  pis,  pat  stondith  by  pe 
tre?"     "  Sir,"  quop  pe  lady,  "  it  is  myne."    The  Erie  trowid  she  was 
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some  grete  gentiH  woman),  and  hadcle  of  hire  fe  mor'  pite ;  and  saide 
to  hire,  "  A  !  deer*  frend,  Jjou  semyst  a  gentiH  woman)  and  dame.  I 
haue  at  home  a  litiit  chUde  to  dowter,  And  if  fou  wolt  vndirtake  to 
norish  hire  vp,  and  teche  hire,  fou  shalt  be  deliueryd  fro  this  peyne, 
And  jjerto  haue  goode  Eeward."  Thenne  saide  she,  "  sir,  in  as  moche 
as  I  may  I  wiH  fulfille  your  wille."  J3e  Erie  took  hire  downe,  and 
hroujt  hire  to  his  casteH,  and  took  his  dou3ter  in  to  hire  kepyng* ; 
And  ferfore  she  ley  in  fe  same  chambir  Jjat  fe  contesse  lay  in.  And 
J)e  contesse  hadde  a  dameseUe  ligging*  bytwyne  hire  and  fe  Empresse, 
and  enery  nyjt  was  li3t  brennyng^  there  in  a  lampe ;  And  she  bare 
hire  so  wel,  fat  she  was  lovid  of  all  men.  But  fis  Erie  hadde  in  his 
haH  a  stiward,  and  he  lovid  moche  jje  Emperesse,  and  ofte  tym)  spake 
to  hire  of  synfuH  love,  And  ewer  she  answerid  to  him  ayen,  and  saide, 
))at  she  hadde  y-made  a  vowe  to  god,  Ipat  she  shidd  neuer  love  noon 
by  such  maner  love,  but  him  pat  pe  lawe  of  god  wolde  pat  she  lovid. 
Thenne  saide  pe  stiward,  w/tA  gret  indignacion),  "  j)oxx  wolt  not 
graunte  me  by  no  way  1 "  Thenne  saide  she,  "  no,  what  woH  Jje  moi'' 
Jjerof  1  I  woH  kepe  pe  vowe  pat  I  haue  maade  to  god."  The  stiward 
3ede  away,  and  po3te,  "  I  woH  be  vengid  of  pe,  if  I  may."  It  happid 
in  a  certeyne  nyjt,  pat  pe  doi-'  of  pe  Erlis  chambir  was  I-lefte  opyii) ; 
&  pe  stiward  perceyvid  it,  and  went  in,  And  fond  aH;  on  slepe. 
And  whenne  he  fond  aH  on  slepe,  he  lokid  aboute  by  li3t  of  pe 
lampe.  And  sawe  pe  bed  of  pe  Empe?-esse ;  And  whenne  he  sawe  pe 
Emperesse  liggyng*  with  the  Erlis  don3ter,  he  drowe  out  a  knyfe,  and 
cutte  the  ^throte  of  the  childe ;  and  thenne  putte  pymyliche  pe 
knyfe  in  the  bond  of  pe  Empe?-esse,  for  intent  pat  pe  lord,  whenne 
he  wakid,  myjt  see  by  the  Hjt  of  pe  lampe  pe  blody  knyfe,  and  deme 
in  his  herte  pat  she  hadde  slayne  pe  childe  with  hire  owne  knyfe, 
and  so  to  ^ive  hire  IviH  dethe.  Aftir  aH  this,  pat  pe  stiward  hadde 
slayne  pe  childe,  and  putte  pe  loiyfe  in  the  bond  of  pe  Emperesse, 
It  happid  pe  contesse  to  wake ;  And  as  she  lokid  vp,  and  out  of  the 
bed,  she  perceyvid  howe  pat  pe  Empresse  hadde  in  hire  hond  a 
blody  knyfe.  And  with  that  si3t  she  was  ny  out  of  mynde.  And 
saide  to  hire  husbond,  with  an  hye  vois,  "  Ser,  ser,  awake,  and  loke 
to  pe  bed  of  pe  lady,  and  see  what  she  holdith  in  hire  hond'  1 "     The 
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Erie  walvid,  and  lokid  to  fe  bed ;  And  whenne  he  sawe  fe  blody 
knyfe,  he  was  not  a  litiH  trowbelid  in  spirite,  And  cride  to  hire,  and 
saide,  "  Awake,  ])ou.  womaii),  what  is  Jjat  in  thi  honde  ■? "  Thenne 
Jje  Emperesse  awoke  thorowe  cryinge,  And  j)e  knyf*  feH  out  of  hire 
honde ;  and  she  lokid  aside,  and  sawe  fe  childe  ded',  and  felte  fte 
bed  fuH:  of  bloode.  Thenne  she  cryde  v^ith  an  hye  voys,  and  saide, 
"  Out  AUas  !  my  lordis  dou3te/'  is  slayne  !  "  Whenne  fe  cou?jtesse  ' 
hurde  fat  hire  doubter  was  ded',  she  cryde  to  hire  lorde  with  a 
soroufuH  voys,  and  saide,  "  go  sle  fis  deviH  or  woman),  whedir  she 
be,  fat  Jjus  hath  slayne  our  dou3ter."  And  fen  fe  cou?«tesse  spake 
to  fe  Empresse,  and  saide,  "  It  is  opynly  seeyn),  fat  f ou  hast  kilde 
my  childe  with  f i  knyfe,  and  witJi  thyne  owne  hondis,  And  ferfore 
f  ou  shalt  haue  a  fowle  deth."  Thenne  saide  f  e  Erie  to  hire,  with 
gret  sorowe  of  herte,  "  Woman),  if  drede  of  god  were  not,  sothely  I 
wold  smyte  thyn)  hed  fro  f e  body  witJi  my  swerde ;  sithen  I  savid 
f e  fro  deth,  and  fou  now  hast  slayne  my  doubter.  ]N'euerf elese  for 
me  shalt  fou  haue  noon)  harme ;  but  sone,  I  charge  f e,  go  out  of  my 
contre,  for  if  euer  I  fynde  f  e  afte?*  f  is  day  in  myne  count[r]e,  sothely 
fou  shalt  neuer  ete  bred."  The^  Empresse  was  fuH  of  sorowe.  And 
dude  on  hire  clothis,  And  took  liire  palfray,  and  rood  toward  f  e  eest ; 
And  as  she  so  rood  by  f  e  way,  she  sawe  a  paii''  of  Galowis  on  f  e  lefte 
hond,  And  Cacchepollis  ledyng*  a  man),  for  to  be  ded.  The  Empresse 
mevid  thorowe  pite,  smot  f  e  hors  with  f  e  sporis.  And  went  to  f  e 
lebet,  and  saide  to  f  e  cacchepollis,  "  Deei-"  frendis,  I  am  redy  to  bey 
f  is  man  fro  dethe,  if  je  wott  saue  him  for  mede."  **  3is,"  quof  f  ei. 
So  f  e  lady  accordid  with  hem,  and  savid  f  e  man ;  And  thenne  saide 
f  e  lady  to  hira,  "  Deere  frend',  be  nowe  fro  hense  forward  a  trewe 
man),  sitfi  I  savid  f i  life."  "  3is,  lady,"  quof  he,  "  and  fat  I  bihote 
f  e."  And  so  he  folowid  f  e  lady.  And  whenne  f  ei  were  come  ny 
a  cyte,  the  lady  saide  to  him,  "go  afore  in  to  fe  cite,  and  Ordayne 
for  me  an  honest  hostery."  And  he  so  dude ;  And  she  dwelte  in  f  e 
cyte  by  many  days.  And  men  of  fe  cite  had  hye  mervaile  of  hire 
fairenesse.  And  ofte  tyme  spake  to  hire,  for  doyng*  of  synne,  but  f ei 
myjte  not  spede.  Happid  soone  aftir,  fat  f ercome  a  shippe,  I-chargid 
with  many  maner  of  Marchaundise  ;  And  whenne  f  e  lady  hurde  speke 
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perof,  she  sade  to  liire  seyuaunt,  "  go  to  fe  sliij)pe,  and  loke  if  ^on 
see  ony  goode  clotliis  for  me."  The  se/'uaunt  entrid  Jie  shippe,  and 
fonde  ])er  many  diue?'se  p^-ecious  clothis ;  And  he  saide  to  jje  maister 
of  the  shippe,  })at  he  shidde  come,  and  speke  with  his  lady.  The 
maiste?*  graunted'.  The  se?-uaunt  :5ede  home  agayn),  and  tolde  hire 
howe  Jje  maister  wolde  come.  So  fe  maiste;-  come  to  hire,  and 
worshiiDfidly  salusyd  hire ;  Aiid  J)e  lady  spake  to  him  for  cloth  for 
hii''  weryng^,  And  he  grauntid  hii-*.  So  the  seruaunt  3ede  a3en  with 
him  to  fe  ship ;  And  J>an  ])g  maister  saide  to  him,  "  Deer"  frend,  I 
wolde  shewe  to  fe  my  consaile,  if  I  may  triste  J)e ;  And  if  Ipou.  woH 
my  consail  kepe,  sothly  I  shaH  wele  reward  pe  for  pi  mede."  Then 
saide  J?at  ojiir,  "  I  woU  swei""  vpon)  a  booke,  pat  I  shaH  kepe  thi 
consail,  and  perto  helpe  pe,  in  aH  J^at  I  may."  Then  saide  Jje  maister, 
"  I  love  hir*  more  fan  pou  Avolt  leve,  ther  is  in  hire  such  a  fairnesse, 
And  Jierfor  I  wold  ^ive  aH  the  goode  jjat  I  haue,  for  to  haue  of  hire 
my  win  ;  And  if  I  may  haue  hire  by  thyn)  helpe  or  consail,  do  aske 
of  me  what  pou  wolt,  and  I  shaH  pay  Jje."  Thenne  saide  the 
seruaunt,  "  teH  me  how  pou  wolde  I  dude,  Jjat  she  weere  at  the^." 
Then)  saide  he,  "  j5ou  shalt  go  to  hire,  and  say  to  hire,  jjat  I  woH  not 
late  out  my  cloth  by  no  way  to  no  creature,  and  so  make  hire  come 
to  me  to  shippe ;  But  late  hire  not  come  to  shippe  till  tyme  Jjat  ther 
rise  a  gret  wynde,  For  thenne  I  shaH  leede  hire  away  witJi  me,  And 
she  shaH  not  scape."  "This  is  a  good  conseU,"  quo))  pe  traitour; 
"  but  3ive  me  my  mede,  And  then  ^I  shall  fulfiH  your  wiH."  when 
the  traitour  hadde  receivid'  his  meede,  he  went  to  his  lady,  and 
tolde  hire  howe  pe  maister  wolde  not  sende  his  cloth  oute  of  his 
shippe, — "But  he  prayd  you,  Jjat  ye  woH  come  down)  to  Jje  watir, 
and  per  ^e  shuH  see  and  haue  clothis  at  your  owne  wiH."  The 
lady  trowid  pe  traitour,  and  went  to  pe  ship ;  and  when  she  enterid 
pe  ship,  pe  tray  tour  seruaunt  aboode  wj't/ioute.  And  then  pe  maister, 
seyng*  a  gret  wynde  to  rise  vp,  he  sette  vp  sayle,  and  faste  rowycJ ; 
And  when  Jie  lady  perceyvid  Jjis  tresoh),  she  was  gretly  mevid  in 
mynde,  and  saide,  "  what  kynnys  treson)  is  ))is,  fat  pon  hast  y-do  to 
me  ]  "  "  ^ay,"  quoj)  he,  "  it  is  noon)  othir  tresoii)  but  fat  I  shaH 
comune  with  pe  fleshly.  And  wedde  pe  to  wife."     Thenne  saide  she, 
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"  Sir,  I  liaiie  maade  avow  to  god,  fat  I  sliali  newer  do  fat  trespace, 
but  wt't/i  him  fat  I  am  bounden  to  in  lawe."  "  Sey  not  so,"  quof 
he  ;  "  foil  art  nowe  in  mydde^  of  f e  see,  And  fie?*for  but  fou  consent 
to  me,  I  shaH  caste  fe  in  myddes  of  fe  watir,"  Thenne  saide  fe  lady, 
"  sith  it  shall  be  so,  ordeyne  me  a  place  in  fe  shij),  And  I  shaH  do 
fy  win  or  I  dye."  The  maister  trowid  to  Mre  wordis ;  and  she 
drowe  a  cnrteyne,  when  she  was  in,  betwyne  hire  and  him ;  And 
thenne  she  knelid  doii).  And  made  hire  prayeris  to  god  in  theise 
wordis,  "  My  lord  god,  fat  hast  y-kept  me  fro  my  jowthede,  kepe 
me  now  in  fis^  hour,  fat  I  be  not  filid,  fat  I  may  3ive  fe  my  sowle 
■with  a  clene  hert."  when  f  is  orisone  was  y-maad,  f  ^r  ros  vp  so  gret 
a  tempest  in  fe  see,  fat  f e  shippe  brake,  and  aH  were  adreynt, 
excepte  f  e  lady  And  the  maister.  The  lady  drowe  to  a  bord,  the 
which  bare  hire  to  f  e  londe ;  And  f  e  maister  tooke  an  othir  bord,  and 
so  passid  to  f  e  londe.  But  neither  of  hem  knewe  of  otheris  saluaciou). 
The  lady  went  to  an  Abbeye  of  nonnys,  and  ther  she  was  worship- 
fully  receivid ;  And  dwelte  per  long*,  and  livicJ  an  holy  life  by  long< 
tyme.  In  so  moche  fat  god  lent  hire  grace  fat  she  heelid  many  syke 
folke ;  And  f  e?-fore  aH  syke  in  euery  syde  f  e  Abbay  drowe  thedir  to 
be  heelid,  And  ioyef ully  were  sped.  !Rowe  f  e  brothir  of  liure  husbond, 
fat  hongid  hire  by  f e  heii'',  was  a  foul  lypre ;  The  kny3t  fat  slows 
f  e  Erlis  dou3te?*,  and  putte  the  blody  knyfe  in  hire  bond,  was  def 
and  blynde  ;  The  semaunt  fat  hadde  by trayd  hir,  was  haltyng< ;  And 
f  e  maister  of  f  e  ship  was  halfe  out  of  mynde.  when  the  Empe?*our 
hurde  telle,  fat  suche  an  hooly  and  a  vertuys  woman)  was  in  such  a 
place,  he  saide  to  his  brothir,  "  Deere  frende,  go  we  to  fat  abbay, 
fat  fe  hooly  woman)  may  heele  fe  of  f i  lipre."  Thenne  saide  he, 
"3a,  lord,  if  I  shulde."  Anoon  wit/ioute  tareyng*  The  Empe^-our,  in 
his  owne  persone,  tooke  his  brothir,  and  went  to  f  e  nonnys ;  And 
when  fe  nonnys  hurde  telle  of  f e  Empe/'oiu's  comyng*,  Thei  went 
ayenst  him  with  processioii).  The  Empe?'Our  enspered  of  the  pr/oress, 
if  fat  fer  were  ony  such  an  hooly  woman)  therynn)  among  hem.  And 
she  saide  "  3a," ;  And  he  baade,  fat  she  shulde  come  forth  ;  And  f ei 
maade  hire  come  forth,  and  speke  w?'t/i  f  e  Empej'our.  The  empe?-esse 
hydde  hire  face  with  a  wympiH,  for  she  wolde  not  ben  y-knowe ; 
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And  so  slie  come  to  him,  and  worsliipfnlly  she  salusid  him.  And 
thenne  fe  Empe?'our  saide  to  hire,  "  faire  lady,  can  ye  heele  my 
brothir  of  lepr'  1  If  ye  conne,  aske  of  me  what  ye  "woH,  And  ye  sliuH 
Jiaue  it."  The  Empresse  lokid  abowte  hire,  and  she  perceyvid  that 
f e  brothir  of  j?e  Emperour  stood  ])er  a  fonl  lepr',  and  wormys  spronge 
out  at  fe  visage  on  ech  syde ;  And  for  fe  Empe?'our  was  ]ier  -with  his 
sike  brothir,  aH  syke  peple  that  was  fe?*  abowte  com)  thedir  to  be 
heelid.  And  thenne  saide  fe  Erape?'esse  to  J>e  Emperour,  "  ser,  if  ye 
gaf  me  alt  your  Empire,  I  may  not  heele  your  brothir,  but  if  he  were 
confessid  Among"  aH  fe  peple."  ^The  Emperour  turnyc?  to  his  brothir 
And  baad  him  make  opyn)  confession),  J)at  he  myjt  be  clansid^ 
Thanne  he  maade  confessioi])  of  aH  his  life,  Except  howe  fat  he  hongid 
pe  Emperesse  by  f>e  heyris,  but^  that  wold  he  not  towche  of.  Thenne 
saide  fe  emperesse  to  \>e  Emperour,  "sir.  If  I  putte  medecyn)  to 
him,  it  is  but  veyn)  fat  I  do,  for  he  is  not  3it  fully  confessid." 
Thenne  fe  Emperour  t««-nyd'  to  his  brothir,  and'  saide,  "poxx 
3oman),  what  soory  wrecchidnesse  is  in  Jje  1  Seist  J»ou  not  wele, 
jjat  fou  art  a  lothly  lypi-'  1  wolt  fou  not  telle  aH  forth,  fat  fou 
may  be  maade  hoole  &  cleene?  Shryve  fe  anoon),  or  ellys  fou 
shalt  be  putte  out  of  my  co??ipany  for  euermore.  "  A  !  lord,"  quojj 
he,  "I  may  not  shryue  me,  tyl  tyme  fat  I  haue  surte  of  f i 
grace  and  mercy."  Then  saide  fe  Emperour,  *'  What !  hast  f  ou 
trespassid  vnto  me  1 "  "  3is,  sir,"  quof  fat  othir,  "  I  haue  hiely 
trespassid  ayenst  you,  And  f  e?-fore  I  aske  mercy  or  I  shalle  sey  what 
it  is."  The  Emperour  thought  no  thy?ige  of  fe  Emperesse,  for  he 
trowid  fat  she  had  ben  ded  many  day  afore ;  And  f erfore  he  saide 
to  him,  "teH  boldely^  what  fou  hast  trespassid  ayenst  me,  for 
dowteles  I  for3ive  the  it."  Thenne  saide  he,  howe  fat  he  stirid  f e 
Empe?-esse  to  synne,  And  ferfore  hongid  hire  by  fe  heerys. 
Whenne  fe  Emperour  hurde  fat,  he  was  ny  wood  in  herte,  and 
saide,  '*  A  !  false  harlot,  veniaunce  of  god  is  fatt  vpon)  f  e  ;  And  if  I 
hadde  knowyn)  f  is  by  fore,  I  shulde  haue  put  fe  to  fe  fowlist  deth 
fat  ony  man  myjte  haue,"  Thenne  saide  fe  knyjt,  fat  slowe  fo 
Erlys  doubter,  "  I  wote  not  of  what  lady  ^e  *spekyn,  but  fer  heng  a 
lady  by  f e  heyre  in  such  a  forest,  and  my  lord  f e  Erie  tooke  hire 
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down),  and  brougiit  hire  to  his  casteH,  to  be  his  norishe ;  and  I  lay 
aboute  to  synne,  and  for  I  myjt  not  haue  my  wiH  of  hii-e,  I  slowe 
my  lordis  dowter,  as  she  lay  slei^yng*  wltJi  hire  in  Jje  bed ;  And 
Jienne  I  putte  jse  knyfe  in  fe  bond  of  fe  lentilwoman)^  for  she 
shulde  here  fe  blame  pei'  of ;  And  ferfore  fe  Erie  putte  hire  out  of 
his  Erldom,  but  I  not  Avhedir  she  becom,  after  fat  tyme."  Thenne 
saide  fe  thefe,  pe  traitour,  "  I  knowe  not  of  what  lady  ye  speke,  but 
"per  was  a  faire  lady  jjat  savid  me  frome  deth,  fro  fe  iebet,  when  I 
sholde  haue  be  hongid,  and  paide  for  me  a  grete  sum?ne  of  money ; 
and  aftir  Jjat  I  falsly  bitraid'  hire  to  a  maister  of  a  ship,  fat  he 
shidde  haue  hire  to  his  concubyne ;  And  when)  I  hadde  vndir  a 
gret  trayne  brou^t  hire  to  his  ship,  he  sette  vp  sayle,  and  ladde  hire 
away ;  but  what  bifelle  aftirward  I  ne  wist,  ne  whedir  she  bicome." 
Thenne  saide  fe  maister  of  fe  ship,  *'sothly  and  suche  a  lady 
received  I  into  my  ship,  by  deceyte  of  hire  se/Tiaunt ;  And  whenne  I 
was  with  hire  in  myddys  of  pe  see,  I  wolde  haue  synnyd  witJi  hire, 
and  she  turnyd  hire  to  praiyng^ ;  And  whew  she  hadde  maad  hire 
praieris,  fenne  per  ros  a  tempest,  &  brake  pe  ship,  and  [all]  was 
dreynt,  And  I  socourid  me  witli  a  bord,  and  so  I  was  brought  to 
londe  ;  But  what  bicom)  of  fat  lady,  whedir  she  was  dreynt  or  savid^, 
I  not."  Then  cryde  the  Emperesse  witJi  an  bye  vols,  and  saide, 
**3e  ben  aU  cleene  confessid,  and  ferfore  I  woU  nowe  medecynys 
put  to  you."  And  so  she  heelid  hem  ali.  Thenne  pe  lady  shewiJ 
hire  face  Among^  hem  aU.  whenne  pe  Emperour  hadde  knowlich 
of  hire,  he  ran  for  gladnesse,  and  halsid  hire,  and  kist  hire,  and 
wepte  right  soore  as  a  childe  for  gladnesse,  and  saide,  "  nowe  blessid 
be  god,  for  I  haue  founde  fat  I  haue  hiely  desiri(J  ! "  And  with 
moche  ioy  broujt  hire  home  to  f  e  palys,  and  faire  life  endid,  in  pes 
and  in  charite. 

MORALITE. 

To  our  gostely  purpos  f is  Emperour  is  our  lorcJ  ihesu  crist ;  the 
wife  is  f  e  sowle  of  man ;  The  brothtr  of  f  e  Emperour  is  man), 
to  whom  god  3ivith  cur*  of  his  Empire,  scil.  of  his  body,  but 
principally  of  f  e  soule.  But  thenne  f  e  wrecchid'  flesh  ofte  tyme 
stirith  f e  soule  to  synne ;  But  f e  soule,  fat  lovith  god  afore  ali 
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tiling*,  And  euer  wMstonditfi  synne,  takitli  his  power,  scil.  resoii) 
and  vndirstondingf,  And  sucli  a  flesli  Jjat  woH:  not  be  obedient  to  fe 
spirite,  he  makith  to  be  pr/sonid  in  J)e  pr/son)  of  penaunce,  til  tjane 
fat  he  woH  obey  vnto  reson).  Thenne  )>e  Emperour  is  to  come  horn) 
fi'o  Jje  holy  lond',  scil.  crist  coniith  to  a  synner,  scil.  puttith  him  in 
fe  mynde  of  a  synner.  Thenne  fe  synner  thenkith  on  him,  And 
crieth  for  grace ;  And  as  ofte  tyme  as  he  hath  hope  J»at  he  hath 
grace,  he  is  bolde  to  synne  ayen ;  But  a-yenst  suche  a  man^  spekith 
scripture,  and  seith  ]3us,  Maledictxxs  homo  qui  peccat  in  s^je,  Cursid 
be  J)e  mail)  pat  synnith  in  hope.  And  so  jje  soule  ofte  tyme  enclineth 
to  it.  And  latith  it  go  out  of  }je  p?-isoii),  trustyiig*;  and  jjerfore 
Avasshith  of  att  pe  filthe,  and  clensith  it  ^Yiih  goode  vertuys,  and 
makith  it  go  vpon)^  |)e  hors  of  charite,  &  to  ryde  in  goode  werkis, 
pat  he  meete  wM  god  in  pe  day  of  pask.  But  ofte  tyme  pe  synner 
Irespassith  by  Jjc  way,  in  pe  hooly  tyme.  And  an  hynde  arisith  vp, 
scil.  dilectacion)  of  synne,  and  aH  pe  wittys  rennyth  after,  Thorow 
werkyng*  of  synfuH  werkys ;  And  houndys,  scil.  shrewde  thowtys, 
euermoi''  berkith,  and  entisith  so,  pat  a  ma??,  scil.  pe  flesh,  and  pe 
sonle  stondith  and  abidith  stille,  and  livith  to-geder  w/t/ioute  ony 
vertu.  Thenne  pe  flesh  seith  pat,  and  what  doith  he  but  stirith  pe 
soule,  which  is  pe  spouse  of  crist,  vnto  synne.  But  pe  soule,  pat  is 
so  lovid  and  weddid  to  god,  woH  not  leeve  god,  ne  graunt  to  synne ; 
And  perfore  pe  wrecchid  flesh  ofte  tyme  spoiletli  a  man  of  his 
clothings,  scil.  of  goode  vertuys ;  And  then  he  hongith  him  vpon  an 
oke,  scil.  wordly  love,  by  pe  heire,  scil.  by  Ivel,  and  be  wrong' 
couetise,  till  tyme  pat  ther  come  an  Erie,  scil.  a  prechour,  or  a 
discrete  confessour,  in  pe  forest  of  pis  wordle,  for  to  liunte  thorowe 
^prechyng*  and  goode  conseilyng*,  berkyng*  and  shewing*  of  holy 
scripture ;  and  so  he  bringith  pe  lady,  scil.  pe  soule  of  man),  to  his 
house,  scil.  hooly  chirche,  to  norissh  his  dowter,  scil.  conscience,  in 
werkis  of  mercy.  This  Erie  hath  a  lamps,  sa7.  a  confessour  or  a 
prechour,  And  bifoi''  the  ye  of  his  herte  pe  lampe  of  hooly  scripture, 
yn  pe  which  he  seith  knowlyching*  of  pe  soule,  and  vertuys  in 
serving*.  The  stiward,  pat  askid  hire  of  synne,  is  pryde  of  life,  pe 
which  is  stiward*  of  pe  wordle,  by  pe  which  many  ben  deceyvid ; 

'  men,  MS.         ^  opynr,  MS.         '  leaf  202,  back,  col.  1. 
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but  fe  soiile,  fat  is  so  bilovid  with  god,  woH  not  assent  to  pryJe ; 
but  ofte  tyme  lie  proferitfi  to  a  man)  a  purs  fuH  of  gold  and  silue/-, 
And  castit&  a-fore  his  yen),  and  so  he  sleith  Jje  dameseH,  scil.  hooly 
conscience;  and  \)er£oi'  it  is  Avretyn  fus,  Munem  excecanf^  ocidus 
iudicum,  et  iJQVuertuwt  sajpientes,  ita  qwod  Veritas  vel  equitas  non 
potuit  ingredi,  set  stetit  a  longe,  et  iudicium  retrorsuxa.  conuerswn 
vidlt,  This  is  to  say,  jiftis  blyndith  pe  yen)  of  iugis,  And  pe7-ue>'titll 
or  turnitfi  into  wers  wise  men,  so  fat  truthe  or  equite  myght  not 
entery,  but  stood  a-farre,  and  sawe  fe  dome  turnyd  bacward.  and 
such  ben  to  be  put  out  of  fe  lapj;>e  of  holy  chirche,  as  was  fe  lady 
from  fe  Erldom).  Kowe  she  roode  aH  one,  and  sawe  a  man  lad  to 
fe  iebette.  se?-is,  a  man  may  be  ladde  to  deth  by  dedly  synne  ;  And 
Jjerfor  do  as  dude  fe  lady,  when  she  smot  Jje  hors  w/t/i  fe  spores, 
and  savid  )?e  mannys  life.  So  do  fou  smyte  and  prikke  fi  fleshe  w/t/i 
penaunce,  And  helpe  fi  ne3ebor  in  his  nede,  and  not  only  in 
temporal!  goodis,  but  also  in  spiV^YuaH;  goodis  and  gostely  confort ; 
And  Jjerfore  seiyth  salamon),  Ve  soil!  wo  be  to  him  fat  is  aH  one  ! 
&cil.  lyvyng*  in  synnys,  for  he  hath  noon  helpe,  wherby  fat  he  may 
not  ryse  a-yen.  And  ferfore  haste  f e,  and  help  fe  and  fi  ne3ebour 
out  of  f e  dich ;  for  man  fat  is  not,  but  if  he  jive  a  drynke  of  water 
at  f e  Eeuerence  of  god,  but  fat  he  shall  be  rewardid  f erfore.  But 
many  ben  vnkynde,  as  was  f e  thefe  fat  deceivid  f e  lady,  aftir  fat 
she  maade  him  to  be  savid',  As  doith  many  fat  jildith  IviH  for  good ; 
as  seyith  Is.  Ve  illis,  gui  dicunt  bonum.  malum.,  et  malum  honum., 
wo  be  to  hem,  fat  seiyth  and  callith  good  IviH,  and  IviH  good. 
The  maister  of  f  e  ship  is  f  e  wordle,  by  f  e  which  many  ben  deceivid' 
in  f  e  see,  sci7.  yn  f e  wordle.  J)e  ship  is  brokyn)  as  ofte  tyme  as  a 
man)  chesith  wilfully  poue/'te.  And  for  cause  of  god  obeyith  to  his 
p?'elat ;  and  thenne  he  hatith  f  e  wordle,  and  aU  his  couetise,  for  it 
is  vnpossible  bothe  to  plese  god  and  f  e  wordle.  The  lady  jede  to  f  e 
selle ;  so  f  e  sowle  turnyth  to  hooly  life  fro  wordly  vanyteys ;  And 
so  aH  fe  wittis,  by  which  the  soule  was  troubelyd  are^  slayne,  by 
diue?'se  infirmiteys,  as  yen)  by  wrong  couetise,  heryng*  by  bacbiting*, 
as  glad  for  to  here  bacbiters,  and  bacbityng*  and  detraccion),  and  so 
of  othir.     And  f  erfore  f  e  soule  may  not  IviH  be  seeyn)  witA  crist, 

'  MS.  excetant.  *  MS.  and. 
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hire  spouse,  tiH  tyme  fat  fe  yeii)  be  openyd,  The  eeris  ben  3ivyii), 
and  turnyd  to  helthe,  And  so  of  othir  wittis.  And  if  ])at  it  come 
|)is  abowte,  doAvteles  pe  sowle  shall:  go  -with  crist,  hire  spouse,  to  fe 
palys  of  heuene.     Ad  quod  nos  ducat !     Amen. 

[  LXX.  ] 

LAMAETINC7;S  THE  EMP^iJOUR. 

(how  a  jealous  steward  fell  into  the  trap  which  he  had 

LAID    for   another.) 

Lamartinws  regnyd  emperour  in  fe  cite  of  Eome ;  and  he  helde 
in  howsehold  wit7i  him  fe  sone  of  his  brothir,  whom  he  moche 
lovi(J,  And  fe  name  of  fat  childe  was  fulgencius.  And  eue?-y  day  he 
mynystrid  to  fe  Emperour  of  drynke.  And  in  ]je  same  tyme  \ier 
was  in  fe  same  place  a  stiward',  fat  was  stiwarcP  of  aH  f e  Empu'e, 
and  he  was  his  eem ;  and  he  hact  gret  envie  of  f is  childe,  fat  f e 
Emperour  lovid  hym  so  moche,  And  ferfore  he  stodeyd  ny3t  and 
day,  howe  fat  he  myjt  make  discorde  betwyne  f e  Emperour  and  f is 
childe.  So  in  a  certeyne  tyme,  whenne  the  stiward  perceivid  fe 
Emperour  in  chambir,  and  araiyng*  him  to  bed,  he  went  to  him,  and 
saide,  "  Sir,  my  lord,  I  haue  a  ce/'teyne  conseil  to  shews  be-twix  you 
and  me."  ^'^  Sey,"  quof  fe  Empe?'our,  "  for  heere  beu)  nowe  but  we 
two."  Then  saide  f e  stiward',  "  sir,  f is  childe  fulgencius,  fat  is  your 
cosyn),  and  fat  ye  love  so  moche,  fowly  defamith  you  ouer  aH  the 
Empire,  sc^7,  fat  ye  ben  infecte  w/t7i  iniirmite  of  lepre,  in  so  moche 
fat  he  may  not,  for  stenche  fat  comith  fro  you,  stond  by  you  whenne 
fat  he  bryngith  you  drynke  ;  And  ferfore  euer  whenne  he  comith  to 
you  wit/i  drynke,  sothly  as  soone  as  he  hath  take  you  drynke,  he 
turnith  a-way  his  hed'."  when  fe  Emperour  hurde  theise  wordis,  he 
was  not  a  litill  y-grevid',  and  blewe  vpon)  f e  stiward',  praying  him  to 
teH  him  f  e  sothe,  whethir  he  hadde  ony  sauour  of  lepre,  or  no. 
Thenne  saide  f  e  stiward,  "  nay,  sir,  by  my  goode  life,  for  ye  haue  as 
swete  a  sauo?<r2  as  ony  man)  of  fis  Empir*."  Thenne  saide  fe  lord, 
*'  How  may  I  Come  to  f e  sothefastnesse  in  fis  cas,  and  see  f e  falsnesse 
of  fis  boy]"  "Sir,"  quof  he,  *'and  I  shaU  telle  you  not;  but 
'  leaf  202,  back,  col.  2.  *  souowr,  MS. 
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biliolde  wele  jje  next  tyme  fat  he  shall  serve  you  of  drynke,  be  it  at 
meete  or  in  chanibir,  and  ye  shuH  see,  pat  as  soone  as  he  hath  take 
you  J)e  Coppe,  as  soone  he  woH  turne  away  his  hed',  pat  he  woH  not 
feele  your  savoz</- ;  And  thus  may  30  weH:  preve,  pat  it  is  soth  pat  I 
I  say."  "jjou  saiyst  soth,"  quop  pe  Emperour;  "  pe/-  may  be  no 
better  prefe."  Sone  after  pe  stiward'  went  to  pe  childe  Fulgencius, 
and  tooke  him  to  a  waH,  and  saide,  "Deere  frend,  pou  art,  as  pou 
saiest  and  knowist,  wele  ny  sybbe  to  my  lord,  for  he  is  thyne  Eem, 
and  pou  art  his  cosyu) ;  and,  sone,  if  pou  wolt  con?2e  me  goode  thonke, 
I  shaH  warny  pe  of  a  fawte  pat  pou  hast,  wherby  my  lord  is  hiely 
IviH  apayd ;  and  it  grevith  him  so  moche,  pat  he  is  ofte  tyme  in 
purpos  to  putte  pe  out  of  his  palys,  And  he  shamith  to  speke  to  pe  of 
pe  mater."  Then  saide  Fulgencius,  "  now,  sir,  for  his  love  pat  deyde 
on  the  cros,  teli  me  what  fawte  it  is,  pat  my  lord  dispisith  my 
company  for,  and  I  am  redy  to  amende  it.  And  do  aftu"  goode  consail." 
Then  saide  pe  stiward,  "  jjou  hast  an  Ivil  and  a  stynkmg  breth,  in  so 
moche  pat  my  lord  thenkith  euer,  when  pat  pou  bringist  pe  coppe  to 
him,  pat  he  wold'  casf  it  in  thi  face,  he  felith  so  fowle  a  stynche 
of  the,  when  pou  comist  with  pe  coppe."  Then  saide  Fulgencius, 
"sir,  I  beseche  you  hertely  to  telle  me  soome  goode  conseil  and 
helpe  in  this  cas."  Thenne  saide  pe  stiward,  "  if  tbow  woll  do  after 
my  conseil  in  pis  cas,  I  shal  bryug*  aH;  to  good  ende."  "  3is,  sir," 
quop  he,  "pat  I  desire  nowe  bifore  aU  thinge*"."  Thenne  saide  pe 
stiward,  "  as  ofte  tyme  as  pou  bryngist  pe  coppe  to  him,  and  hast 
deliuered  it  to  him  thenne  tM?*ne  pi  face  fro  him,  pat  he  feele  no 
stenche  of  the ;  And  do  thus,  till  tyme  pat  we  haue  ordeyned  som) 
medecyn)  for  pe."  Fulgencius  trowid  him  wel,  and  all  his  wordes, 
and  saide  pat  he  wold  do  his  conseil.  so  in  tyme  that  he  mynysterid 
pe  coppe  to  pe  Emperour,  and  hadde  ytake  it  in  to  his  hondis,  Anoou 
he  turnyd'  his  visage  fro  liim.  when  pe  Empe?"Our  saw  pat,  he  was 
not  litiH  IviH  apaydf ;  he  lif te  vp  his  foote,  and  gafe  hmi  a  spurne 
a-3en  pe  brest,  and  saide,  "fye  on  pe  Eibalde  !  for  now  I  see  wele  it 
is  true,  pat  I  haue  hurde  of  pe.  go  out  of  my  sijt,  for  pou  shalt 
neuer  lenger  abyde  w?"t^  me."  Fulgencius  wepte,  and  maade  moche 
sorowe ;  and  pe  Emperour  callid  to  him  pe  stiward,  and  saide,  "what 
is  thi  best  conseil,  tell  me,  how  I  shaH  best  be  vengid  on  pis  brotlieU, 
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fat  lie  were  out  of  ])is  wordle,  Ipat  hath  jjus  defamyd  me  1 "     "  3is, 
sir,"  quo])  fe  stiward',  "  I  can  telle  you  wele  y-nowe.     sir,"  quo]?  he, 
'ye  haue  hei^  biside  men  fat  liavith  great  plente  of  fire,  for  stonys^ 
to  be  brent  in   your  lyme-pyttis ;    and   ferfor  sendith   to   them  a 
messager  Jjis  same  ny^t,  to  bidde  hem  to  bren  him  in  hire  fyrys,  fat 
shaH  come  furst  to  hem  in  fe  morowe,  and  sale  to  hem,  '  haue  ye  don) 
fe  commaundement  of  my  lord  1 '  and  fat  thei  do  so,  in  peyne  of  deth. 
And,  sir,  ye  shull  sey  to  fulgencius  oner  ny3t,  fat  he  rise  on  f e  morowe, 
go  to  your  werkme??,  and  say  to  hem,  '  Haue  ye  not  do  my  lordys 
com??iaundement  ] '    And  then  f  ei  shul  by  your  com?/iaundement  take 
him,  and  caste  him  in  f  e  fire  ;  And  thus  by  this  way  he  shall  haue  an 
Ivill  deth."     the  Emperour  callid  to  him  fulgencius,  and  saide,  "  I 
charge  fe,  in  peyne  of  deth,   fat  fou  rise  vp  to-morowe,   and  go 
he?znys  iij.  myle  to  my  werkemeii),  wher'  as  fei  brennyth  stonys, 
And  aske  of  hem,  if  fat  fei  han  dou)  my  com??2aundement,  and  ellys 
tel  hem,  fat  fei  shul  be  ded."     Fulgencius  sette  aH  his  thought  to 
spede  fis  erende,  and  forto  rise  by  tyme  in    fe    morowe.     In  fe 
meene  tyme,  f  e  Emperour  hadde  sent  out  in  f  e  nyjt  a  ^eman)  vpon) 
an  hors  to  ^  the  werkemen,  that  he  shulde  charge  hem  to  be  erly  vp ; 
and  if  fer  come  ony  suche  man  to  hem,  and  saide  that  his  lord 
askith  of  hem,  if  that  thei  haue  don)  his  comaundement,  that  they, 
in  payne  of  deth,  take  him,  and  caste  him  in  f  e  fire-pitte,  and  brenne 
him  to  boonys.     "  we  ben)  redy,"  quof  thei,  "  to  do  this  deede  redely." 
The  messager  turnyd  horn  a3eri),  and  tolde  f  e  Emperour  that  it  shulcJ 
be  don).     In  the  morowe  Fulgencius  rose  vp,  and  maade  him  redy  to 
do  his  erende,  And  f  03te  nou)  Ivill ;  And  forth  he  went,  wMowte 
tareyng*  in  ony  place,  til  tyme  fat  he  hurde  a  belle  ryng^  at  a  chirche  ; 
and  turnyd  in,  and  hurde  masse.     And  soone  aftir  f  e  leuacion)  f  er 
com)  vporD  him  such  a  slombring^,  that  he  myght  not  forbere  but  he 
most  nedis  slepe ;  and  fer  he  slepte  a  gret  while  so  savourly,  fat  f e 
preste  ne  non)  othir  my3t  fynde  in  hire  herte  to  wake  him.     In  f e 
meene  tym)  f e  stiward'  hadde  gret  desire  to  knowe  how  fat  it  stoode 
with  him ;  And  he  come  to  f  e  werkemen),  and  saide,  "  Siris,  haue  ye 
not  do  fe  comaundementis  of  my  lord,  fat  ye  wot  of?"     "ISTo,  for- 
sothe,"  quof  fei,  "but  we  woH  nowe  bigynne."     And  anooii)  fei^ 
'  for  stonys  for  stonys,  MS.         '  leaf  203,  col.  1.         ^  the,  MS. 
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sette  hondis  in  him.  And  lie  lokid,  and  ravid,  and  cryde  out,^ 
"  what  woH  ye  do  ?  Nolite  !  Nolite  /  do  not  so  !  do  not  so  !  for  my 
lord  baad  it  shulde  be  Fulgencius.  3e  "woH  he  lorne  for  me ;  late  me 
go  ! "  Thenne  saide  thei,  "  that  tolde  he  not  to  vs,  hut  he  sent  to 
vs,  and  saide,  fat  we  shulde  take  him  that  com  furst  to  vs,  and  Jjat 
saide,  '  haue  ye  don)  my  lordis  commaundement  ? '  that  we  shulde,  in 
peyne  of  deth,  take  him,  and  sling*  him  in  our  ovyn) ;  And  say  fou, 
sing*  fou,  Jjou  shalt  haue  nou)  o\er  grace  than  as  we  sai."  And  so 
thei  tooke  him,  and  brent  him  to  boonys.  Soone  aftir  Fulgencius 
was  wakid,  and  com)  to  hem,  and  saide,  "  sens,  my  lord  askith  if  ye 
haue  don)  his  precept  and  his  bidding*  1 "  "  ^a,"  quo])  thei,  "  a  litiH 
afore  fe  was  it  doni."  "  I  pray  you,  at  fie  Eeue?'ence  of  god,  tellitB 
me  what  fe  comaundement  was?"  "Forsothe,"  quof  thei,  "vre  were 
chargid  fat  we  shulde  take  him  fat  com  furst  to  vs  in  f e  morowe, 
and  saide  the  worded  fat  thi  selfe  hast  seyde,  and  cast  him  in  f e  fire, 
and  brenne  him  to  powdir  ;  and  for  f  e  stiward  com  furst  to  vs,  and 
saide  f  e  same  wordis,  therfor  we  haue  brend  him."  when  fulgenci«6' 
hurde  theise  wordis,  he  wiste  wele,  fat  Falshede  and  trayne  had  ben 
vsid ;  And  he  thonkid  god,  fat  so  savid  him.  he  tooke  his  leeve  of 
fe  werkemen),  and  Avent  home  to  f e  palys.  when  f e  Emperour  saw 
him,  he  hadde  gret  merveil,  and  saide,  "  f  ou  was  not  this  day  at  my 
werkemen),  and  saide  to  hem  as  I  sa'de  to  fe."  "Bi^^j  se;*,"  he  saide, 
"  and  I  Avas  ther".  And  thei  had  don)  it,  er  f  ot  I  com  to  hem." 
"  How  so  ]  '*  quof  f e  Empe?-our.  "  sir,  for  f e  stiward  was  f er  afore 
me,  and  saide,  '  is  not  my  lordis  wil  don)  1 '  And  for  he  saide  f oo 
wordis,  thei  tooke  him,  and  caste  him  in  hire  firis ;  And  so  if  I 
hadde  come  afore  him,  it  shulde  haue  ben  don)  to  me,  and  f erfore  I 
thonke  hiely  my  god,  fat  fus  hath  savid  me  fro  deth."  Thenne 
saide  f  e  Empe?-our  to  him,  "  by  the  oth  that  f  ou  hast  made  to  me, 
telle  me  f  e  soth  of  that  I  shaH  aske  f  e."  "  Sir,"  quof  f  e  childe, 
"  I  trowe  fat  ^e  fond  neuer  falshede  in  me  3it,  And  f e?-fore  I  haue 
gret  merveile  in  my  spiritis,  whi  fat  ye  ordeynyd  such  a  deth  for 
me.  And  I  am  your  owne  brothir  sone."  "  Sone,"  quof  f  e  Emperour, 
"  it  is  no  merveil,  and  fat  f ou  shalt  wele  see  thi  selfe,  by  fat  I  shaH 
aske  of  the  ;  for  I  ordeynyd  to  f e  fat  deth,  at  conseil  of  f e  stiward, 

'  out  out,  ■  S. 
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by  cause  J)at  pon  defamiste  me  oner  att  the  Empire,  and  hast  tolde 
fat  I  was  infecte  with  lepre,  And  perot  com  fro  me  so  abhominahil 
stench,  Jjat  no  man  my3te  feele  it ;  and  in  tokne  peroi  thow  turnist 
away  fro  me  thyne  hed',  when  jjou  brou3tist  me  the  cuppe.  And  for 
I  sawe  fis  yvM  myne  yen),  therfor  I  ordeynyd'  such  a  deth,  And  3it 
wol  ordeyne  for  the,  but  fou  conne  fe  better  excuse  the."  Then 
saide  Fulgencius,  "sir,  if  it  lyke  you,  hurith  what  I  shaH  say.  And 
ye  shuH  her*  a  foule  conspiraciou)  and  trayne,  fat  ye  neuer  hurde 
suche  on  bifoi-".  The  stiward,  fat  is  nowe  ded,  com  to  me,  and  saide, 
fat  ye  saide  to  him,  fat  my  brethe  stanke  so  foule,  fat  it  was  dispite 
to  you  my  p?-esence;  And  fe?-fore  he  conseilid  me,  fat  I  shulde, 
when  I  brou3t  you  f  e  Coppe,  turne  away  my  hed.  I  take  god  to 
witnesse,  fat  it  is  no  lesing^  fat  I  say  vnto  you."  The  Emperour 
gafe  goode  credence  to  his  wordis,  and  saide,  "  A !  Deer*  frend,  the 
stiward  is  fallyn)  in  his  owne  diche,  by  f  e  Eight  wisdom)  of  god. 
This  false  ordinaunce  hadde  he  maade,  for  envy  that  he  hadde  to  f e. 
Sone,  be  a  goode  man),  for  f ou  art  moche  bondyn)  to  god,  fat  thus 
hath  kepte  the  fro  dethe." 

MORALITE. 

Deere  frend  is,  fis  Emperour  may  be  callid  a  prelat  of  hooly. 
chirche.  Fulgencius  is  callid  a  cristyn)  man  chosen),  which  is 
sette  art  vndir  discipline  of  f  e  prelat ;  for  he  owith  to  mynystre  and 
offre  to  f e  prelat  f e  cuppe,  hcH.  tethinges  of  all  trewe  getyn)  goodes  fat 
lie  hath,  by  f  e  which  prelatys  and  men  of  holy  chirche  shulde  live. 
Fulgencius,  seil.  fe  goode  cristyrD  man),  fat  is  true  mynystr*  to  god, 
And  the  prelat,  is  moche  lovid  of  god,  and  wele  rewardid,  But  the 
stiward  is  Envious  at  it,  scil.  euery  wickid  man),  fat  beu)  membris  of 
the  deviH,  as  is  caym).  such  men  ofte  tyme  turnith  f e  hertis  of 
trewe  cristyn)  men),  seying'  that  f  e  ^  prelat  is  smetyn)  with  lipre,  scil. 
neithir  plesinge  to  god  ne  to  man  ;  And  that  is  ajenst  Holy  scripture. 
And  suche  wickid  men  ofte  tyme  accusith  the  true  peple  to  the  iuge 
by  Falshede ;  and  suche  men  at  the  lasts  ben  y-caste  in  to  euyr- 
lasting*  fire,  And  the  true  peple  shaH  go  into  eue^-lasting*  blisse,  And 
be  savid  fro  the  fowle  dethe  of  helle.  Fro  the  which  deth  he  kepe 
vs,  fat  with  his  bloode  bought  vs,  And  bring*  vs  to  his  blisse,  That 
ueut'r  shaH  inysse  !     Amen),  '  leaf  203,  col.  2, 
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[TJie  remaining  stories  are  from  MS.  Addit.  9066,  with,  rvhere  pos- 
sible, a  second  version  from  Camb.  AfS.  Kk.  1.  6,] 

[  XVII.     Addit.  MS.  9066,  leaf  28.  ] 
(androcles  and  the  lion.) 

Annuus  reigned  in  the  Citee  of  Rome,  the  whiche  amonge  aH  the 
goodes  of  the  worU  he  love(J  mekeU  to  playe  with  honandes 
and  hawkes.  IT  It  fille  ones,  that  he  went  to  a  forest,  forto 
hunte  the  hert ;  and  sone  he  saAve  an  herte  come  rynnyng  before 
hjm,  and  houndes  rynnyng  aftir  hym,  in  so  mekeH  that  he  was  left 
b'^hynde,  that  he  saw  neither  the  herte  ne  the  houndes ;  and  so  he 
beleft  alone,  for  ali  his  servauntes  folowecJ  the  herte.  and  he  was 
mekeH  desolate  and  hevy,  for  he  sawe  no  man  ;  And  anon)  smote  the 
hoi-se  with  the  sporres,  agayn)  none,  and  he  rode  thurgh  aH  the  forest, 
and  founde  no  man.  IT  But  agayn)  Even)  come  rynnyng  a  lyon),  haltyng 
on  his  right  foote,  and  come  to  hym.  the  Emperour  was  aferd',  and 
wold?  have  fledde,  but  the  lyon)  toke  hym  by  the  foote,  and  shewe(J 
to  hym  his  hurt  on  his  foote.     whan  the  Emperour  vndirstode  that, 

[Second  Version.     Cambr.  MS.  Kk.  1.  6,  leaf  232.] 

18. 

Anius  regned  in  Eome,  The  which  a-mong<  aH  fe  godes  of  jje 
world'  he  louyd  mycli  to  pley  vfith  houndys  &  hawkes.  It  fiH 
ones  ]?at  he  went  in-to  a  forest  for  to  hunt  the  hert.  And  sone  he 
sawe  an  hert  come  rynnyng*  by-fore  hym  /  &  the  houndes  folowed 
after  swyftly  In  so  myche  J>at  he  was  left  behynd  J)«t  he  sawe  nofer 
|)e  herte  ne  hounde,  &  so  he  was  left  a-lone,  for  aH  his  seruauntes 
folowyd  the  herte  /  &  he  was  myche  desolate  &  heuy  for  he  sawe 
no  manne  /  he  smote  J)e  hors  wit/i  pe  spores  agayn  none  &  he  rode 
Jjorogh  aH  the  forest  &  fonde  no  mail.  But  A-gayn  Euenyng*  come 
rynnyng  a-gayii  hym  A  lyon  haltyng  on  his  right  fote  &  come  to 
hym.  The  Emperoz<r  was  a-ferde  &  wolde  haue  fled.  But  the  lyon 
toke  hym  by  pe  fote  &  shewid    hym    his   hurt  fote.     Whan   the 
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he  went  downe  of  his  horse,  and  drew  out  the  sharpe  thorn)  out  of 
the  lyons  foote ;  and  after  that  he  gadred'  herbes,  with  the  whiche 
he  heled'  his  foote.  H  Whan  the  lion)  was  hole,  he  lad'  hyui  to  his 
cave,  and  there  he  was  aH  nyght.  and  on  the  naorow  he  bowed'  his 
hede  to  the  lyon),  and  toke  his  horse,  and  rode  aH  that  day,  and 
coude  fynde  in  no  wise  passyng  out  of  the  forest.  IT  he  sawe  that, 
and  went  agayn)  to  the  lions  denne.  the  lyon)  was  out,  but  agayu) 
Even)  he  come,  and  brought  with  hym.  ij.  fatte  shepe ;  and  whan 
he  found'  the  Emperour,  after  his  kynde  he  made  hym  goocJ  chei-', 
and  offred'  hym  both  the  shepe.  ^  The  Emperour  was  hungry, 
bicause  he  had'  not  eten)  of  aH  day ;  he  toke  an  Iren),  and  smote  fire 
of  a  stone,  and  araied'  hym  flessh,  and  Ete,  and  dranke  watir  of  the 
floode ;  and  so  he  lay  aH  nyght  with  the  lyon).  ^  on  the  day 
folowyng  he  lept  on  his  palfray,  and  rode  aH  day,  and  coude  fynde 
no  goyng  out  of  the  forest,  wherfore  he  was  hevy  and  sory.  H  Efte 
sones  he  went  to  the  lyons  denne,  but  he  foune^  not  the  lyon) ;  and 
agayn)  Even)  come  a  female  Bere  to  hym ;  and  whan  he  sawe  her, 
he  was  gretely  afercP.  but  the  Bere  made  hym  chere  in  her  maner, 
and  of  the  pray  that  she  had'  goten)  and  take,  she  layed  it  before 
hym.     he  smote  fire,  and  araied'  it,  and  ete  j  and  after  that  he  had' 

[Second  Version.      Camhr.  MS.  Klc.  1.  6.] 

EmperoM?'  vndirstode  Jirtt  /  he  went  down  of  his  hors  &  drewe  out 
the  sharp  thorne  of  fie  lyons  fote,  &  after  fat  he  gadred  herbes  w/t7i 
f)e  which  herbes  he  helyd  his  fote  /  whan  ])e  lyon  was  hole  he  led 
hym  to  his  cave  /  And  Jier  he  was  aH  nyght  /  And  at  morn  he  lowted 
his  hede  to  fe  lyon  /  &  toke  his  hors  &  rode  aH  day  &  coud'  fynd 
no  Avey  out  of  the  forest  /  [Whan]  he  sawe  jjat  he  went  j^ens  &  went 
to  pe  lyons  denne  a-gayii  /  The  lyon  was  out  but  A-gayii  euene  he 
corae  &  brought  w/t/i  hym  .ij.  fat  shepe  /The  Empero?«'  was  hungry 
bycause  he  had  not  ete  of  att  day  :  he  toke  An  yren  &  smote  fyre  of 
a  stone  /  &  arayed  liym  flesshe  &  ete  &  dranke  water  of  y  flode. 
And  so  he  lay  aH  nyght  be  pe  lyoii  /  On  ]>&  day  folowyng*  he  lepe  vp 
on  his  palfray  &  rode  a-way,  &  he  coude  fynd  no  goyng*  out  of  the 
forest.  Wherfor  he  was  heuy  &  sory  /  Eft  sones  he  went  to  the 
lyons  denne  /  but  he  fond  not  pe  lyon.  But  a-gayii  euene  come  a 
femaH  bere  /  And  whan  he  sawe  hir*  he  was  gretly  A-ferde,  But  Jte 
bere  made  hym  chere  in  her  maner  of  y  pray  ^ai  she  had  gote  '  & 
take ;  she  leyde  it  by-fore  hym ;  he  smote  fyre  &  a-rayed  it  &  ete  it, 

■  leaf  232,  back. 
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eteii),  thei  layen)  bothe  to-geJre.  and  the  Emperour  knew  her 
flesshly,  and  she  brought  forth  a  sone,  like  the  Emperour.  than  the 
Emperour  wold'  have  fled',  but  he  durst  not,  for  the  here  ;  ^  But  efte 
sones  he  knew  her,  and  she  brought  forthe  the  seconde  sone,  that 
also  was  like  the  Emperour.  IT  The  third'  tyme  he  knew  her,  and 
she  brought  forthe  a  dough  tir,  that  was  like  the  modir,  the  here, 
that  sawe  the  Emperour,  and  was  wondir  sory.  H  It  fille  on  a  day, 
that  whan  the  Bare  was  ferre  gone,  for  to  take  her  praye,  the 
Emperour  toke  his  .ij.  sones,  that  he  hacf  goten)  of  the  Bere,  with 
liym,  and  fledde ;  and  whan  he  was  in  fleyng,  The  lyon),  that  he 
hadde  heled'  before,  come  agayn)  hym,  and  ledde  hym  out  of  the 
forest.  IT  The  Bere  come  home,  and  whan  she  found'  not  the 
Emperour,  she  ranue  fast  with  her  doughtir.  and  [whan]  she  sawe 
the  lyon)  by  hym,  she  was  aferde,  and  durst  not  come  nere  hym ; 
but  toke  her  doughtir,  and  rent  her  all  to  peces,  and  went  agayn)  to 
lier  place.  IF  The  Emperour,  whan  he  was  come  out  of  the  forest  by 
the  lyoh),  he  was  right  gladde ;  And  than  the  lyon)  went  from  hym. 
IT  Than  the  Emperour  went  to  his  owne  CasteH,  with  his  .ij.  sones. 
the  dukes  and  the  lordes  and  aH  other  wise  men  were  risiht  gladde, 
for  of  .iij.  yere  thei  had'  not  sene  the  Emperoiu*.     the  sones,  whan 

'  leaf  28,  back. 
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&  after  Jjat  thei  had  ete  thei  lay  to-geder  /  And  J)e  Empe?'02<r  knew 
hei'  flesshl}'-,  And  she  brought  forthe  a  sone  lyke  to  )je  Empero?/?-  / 
Than  the  Empe?'o?<r  wolde  haue  fled,  but  he  durst  not  for  |3e  bere  / 
But  eftsones  he  knew  her".  And  she  brought  forthe  also  pe  second' 
sone  \at  was  lyke  to  Jje  Empero?w  /  Then  in  tyme  he  knew  her  & 
she  brought  for]:e  a  doughter  J)«t  was  lyke  jje  bere.  That  sawe  ]>& 
Empero«r  right  wonder  sory.  It  fill  on  a  day  \ai  whan  Jie  bere  was 
ryght  ferre  gone  for  to  take  her*  pray,  The  Emperowr  toke  his  .ij. 
sones  \ai  he  had'  gote  of  ]3e  ber*  w/t/i  hpn  &  fled',  &  while  he  was  in 
fleyng^  The  lyon  ]jat  he  had'  heled'  by-fore  come  a-gayn  hym  &  led 
hym  out  of  |)e  forest  /  The  Bere  come  home  &  whan  she  fond  not 
Jje  EmperoM)'  she  ran  fast  after  W2t7i  her"  doughter  /  And  whan  she 
saw  jje  lyon  by  hym  she  was  a-ferd'  &  durst  not  go  nere,  but  toke  her 
doughter  &  all  to-rent  hei-"  &  went  a-gayn  to  her  place  /  The  Em- 
peroMr,  whan  he  was  come  out  of  J?e  forest  by  )3e  lyon,  he  was  right 
glad,  &  })e  lyon  went  fro  hy?rt.  The  Emperowr  went  to  his  own 
casteH  with  his  .ij.  sones.     The  dukes  &  the  lordes  &  ofer  wyse  men 
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thei  were  come  to  age,  were  made  knyghtes,  and  were  stronge 
werriours,  and  wente  aboute  in  many  straunge  londes,  and  goten) 
mekeli  good'  by  dynte  of  swerd' ;  and  aftir  in  pease  thei  ended'  her 
lyves.  and  bothe  thei  diecJ  on  one  day,  and  in  one  grave  were 
buried' ;  and  on  the  stone  of  her  grave  was  this  scripture,  H  Here 
lieth  .ij.  sones  of  the  Bere,  whiche  the  Empe?-our  gate  with  drede, 

IF  Declaracio.  Frendes,  this  Emperour  may  be  said'  every 
cristen)  man  that  is  vayn),  waveryng,  and  erryng  fro  the  faithe,  that 
playeth  with  houndes,  that  is,  with  lustes  of  the  flessh,  that  in  no 
maner  renten)  the  soule.  the  herte  rynneth  before  suche  one,  that 
is,  the  vanyte  of  the  world',  that  man  vnwise  folowitfi  with  aH  his 
myght,  in  so  mekeH  that  he  lyveth  alone,  with  out  any  vertu. 
after  this  he  gothe  alone  into  the  forest  of  this  world',  H  whan 
vtterly  he  putteth  aH  his  witte  and  vndirstondyng  in  it,  in  so  mekeH 
that  he  maketh  no  force  of  god',  ne  of  thyng  that  longeth  to  god'. 
IT  But  the  lyoii)  haltyng  cometh  agayn)  hym.  IF  This  lyon)  is  crist, 
that  halteth  in  the  foote,  that  is,  in  man  that  is  his  membre^ ;  for 
he  is  hede,  and  we  are  his  membres.  man  halteth  as  ofte  as  he 
lyveth  in  poverte,  '-^or  in  tribulacion.  H  Do  thou  therfore  as  the 
Emperour*  did' ;  come  down)  of  the  horse  of  pride,  and  ^  the  thorne  of 
poverte,  or  of  tribulacion)  do  thou  therfore  drawe  out  fro  hym,  That 
is,  yeve  hym  almesse,  and  shew  to  hym  the  way  of  helthe,  and  than 
hast  thou  drawen)  out  \>e  thorne  of  the  foote;  as  our  lord'  seith, 
IT  That  ye  done  to  one  of  the  lest  of  myne,  ye  done  it  to  me. 
IT  Afterward'  the  lyon)  fedde  the  knyght  in  the  forest.  So  crist 
forsaketh  not  a  synner,  but  that  he  fedeth  hym  with  his  grace,  that 
he  faUe  not  into  helle ;  as  it  is  written)  in  the  psalme,  IT  I  am  with 

>  MS.  membres.  *  leaf  29.  '  MS.  in, 

[Second  Version.     Camhr.  MS.  Kk.  1.  6.] 

were  right  glad  for  .iij.  3ere  thei  had  not  sene  pe  Emperowr  by-fore. 
And  Jie  'Em'perour  .ij.  sones  whan  ]?ei  were  com  to  age  fei  were 
made  knyghtes  /  &  were  strong^  werryors,  &  went  about  in  many 
rumes  &  gate  myche  good  by  dynt  of  sworde,  &  after  in  pees  pei 
endyd  her  lyf  /  &  bojje  deyde  on  o  day,  &  in  o  graue  were  buryed, 
&  on  [)je]  stone  of  her  graue  was  J)is  scriptowr  /  "her"  lyth  pe  .ij. 
sones  of  ^e  bere  byrj^ed,  with  the  Emperou/'  getyn  with  drede. 
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hym  in  tribulacionl  Therfoi''  he  yevetli  to  the  synner  .ij.  Shepe,  that 
is,  tyme  of  penaunce,  and  tyme,  that  is,  grace,  of  rysyng,  by  the 
■which  he  may  gostly  he  susteyned?.  IF  But  often  aftir,  this  wrecched' 
man  that  knoweth  not  the  way  out  of  the  forest,  that  is,  out  of  the 
world,  he  knoweth  not  what  deth  he  shall  dye,  or  where,  or  how, 
but  rynneth  to  the  Bere,  that  is,  to  the  flesshly  lustes ;  with  the 
whiche  he  dothe  synne  als  ofte  as  he  assenteth  to  flesshly  lustes,  with 
the  whiche  he  dothe  synne,  that  is,  he  hathe  delite  of  the  bere,  of  the 
whiche  he  hathe  goten)  .ij.  Sones  and  a  doughtir.  ^  The  .ij.  sones 
are  conciijjiscence  of  lyf"  and  concupiscence  of  Eyen),  that  are  likened' 
to  a  synner.  IT  The  doughtir,  that  was  like  to  the  Bere,  is  the 
sensualite  in  man,  that  is  alway  redy  to  eveH;  as  is  in  Genesyes 
written).  The  wittes  of  man  are  aft  way  prone  ^  to  eveH  at  aH  tymes. 
wherfor  god  said*,  It  ever  forthynketh  me,  that  I  made  man ;  I  shaH 
for-do  hym,  that  is,  the  steryng  of  the  sensualite  are  done  away  by 
cristes  passion),  do  thou  therfore  as  the  Empej'our  did' ;  flee  with 
thi  .ij.  sones  to  a  discrete  confessour ;  and  yf  the  bere,  that  is,  flesshly 
lust,  folow  the  with  the  sensualite,  drede  not,  but  have  aH  way  god 
in  thy  eyen).  ^  Than  anon)  the  lion),  that  is,  crist,  shaH  come  to  the 
agayn),  yf  thou  calle  hym,  IT  wherfor  he  seith,  seketh,  and  ye  shuH 
fynde ;  knokketh,  and  it  shaH  be  opened'  to  you.  and  yf  god  be 
with  you,  the  bere  shaH  flee,  that  is,  temptacion) ;  and  so  shalt  thou 
come  to  the  chirche,  that  is,  fightyng,  in  the  whiche  thou  shalt  be 
resceived? ;  of  the  whiche  comyng  from  synne  and  doyng  of  penaunce 
is  a  more  new  loye  in  hevene  to  aungels,  than  of  nyntye  and  nyne 
rightfuH  men  that  neden  no  penaunce.  U  The  .ij.  sones  shaH  be  .ij. 
knyghtes,  workyng  gooc?  werkes,  with  the  whiche  thei  shuH  do 
dyverse  bataUes  ayenst  the  deveH ;  and  after  thei  shuH  be  buried'  in 
00  tombe,  that  is,  in  perfite  charitee,  for  the  which  man  shaH  have 
the  kyngdome  ^  of  heven).     Amen. 

'  MS.  prove. 
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[  XVIII.  leaf  29,  back.  ] 

(how  a  drvgon  which  killed  the  people  op  a  city  with 
ITS  breath  was  driven  away.) 

DArius  reigned?  in  the  Citee  of  Rome,  a  fuH;  wise  man,  that  had' 
a  Citee  wele  walled',  in  the  whiche  was  a  belle  hanged'  in  the 
myddes ;  and  as  ofte  as  he  shuld'  go  to  bataile,  or  out  of  the 
Citee,  to  take  his  pray,  the  belle  shulde  be  rongen)  of  a  maiden).  ^T  It 
befelle  in  shorte  tyme,  that  dragons  and  venemous  bestes  venemed' 
m-^n,  and  thus  thei  diddeu)  ofte  ;  wherfore  the  Citee  was  nye  dis- 
troyed?,  and  nere  hand'  aH  perisshed'.  IT  The  wise  men  of  the  Citee 
with  one  assent  and  counseile  went  to  the  Empe?-our,  and  said',  "  Sir, 
what  shall  we  do  1  behold'  our  goodes  are  distroied'  in  the  Citee, 
and  brought  to  nought,  and  ye  and  we  are  in  poynt  to  be  lost,  for 
dragons  and  venemous  bestes  distroien)  vs.  lette  vs  ordeyne  some 
good'  counseile,  or  els  we  shulle  alle  perissh."  ^  The  Emperour 
said',  "  how  may  we  defende  vs  1 "  Than  one  of  hem  seid',  "  hereth 
my  counseile,  and  ye  shulle  not  forthynke  it.  IT  Sir,  there  is  a  lyon) 
in  your  paleys ;  sette  vp  a  crosse,  and  hange  the  lion)  ther  on ;  and 
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19. 

Darius  regned  in  Rome  a  fuH  wise  man  \at  had  a  Cite  wele 
walled  In  pe  whiche  A  Belle  hanged  in  the  myddes  /  &  as  oft 
as  lie  sholde  go  to  })e  bataile  or  out  of  J»e  Cite  to  take  his  pray  /  the 
belle  sholde  be  rong^  of  a  mayde  /  It  byfeH  w?t7;  in  A  short  tyme 
^pai  dragons  &  venem[e]s  bestes  venemyd'  men  &  Jjus  ]iei  dyed  oft, 
Wherfor  the  Cite  was  nye  distroyed',  j^at  nerehand  aH  pe?'isshed. 
The  wise  men  of  fe  Cite  y\iili  counceile  &  assent  went  to  the 
Empe?'oz<r  &  seyde  /  "  Sir,  what  shall  we  do  1  Beholde  how  our 
goodes  be  distroyed  &  the  Cite  brought  to  iioght,  &  we  Are  in 
poynt  to  be  loste  for  J)e  dragon  &  jje  venomes  wormes  /  lorde,  helpe 
vs,  or  ellys  sey  vs  some  goode  counceiH,  or  ellys  Ave  shole  perisshe  "  / 
The  Emperowr  seyde  /  "  how  mow  we  diffende  vs  ] "  /  Than  one  of 
hem  seyde,  "  herith  my  counceiH,  &  ye  shuH  not  onerjjink  it  /  Sir, 
\er  is  A  lyoii  in  your  palys ;  ^  sit  vp  a  crosse  &  hang  fe  lyon  /  And 

'  leaf  233. 
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wlian  the  dragoii)  and  the  venemous  bestes  sliuH  se  the  lyon)  on  the 
crosse,  for  fere  thei  shuU  not  nygh  vs,  ne  noye  vs."  H  Than  seid' 
the  Empe?-our,  "  this  pleasetB.  me  wele."  and  so  thei  didden)  the  lyon) 
on  the  crosse ;  IF  And  whan  the  venemous  bestes  savre  the  lyon)  on 
the  crosse,  thei  come  no  more  to  the  Citee,  but  fled!  for  fere. 

IT  Declaracio.  Frendes,  this  Emperour  is  the  Fadir  of  heven). 
the  Citee  wele  walled'  is  the  soule,  sette  aboute  with  vertues,  whan 
god  fourmecU  it  to  his  liknesse.  IF  The  belle  is  a  clene  conscience, 
that  ledith  a  man  whan  he  shaH;  go  to  bataile  agayn)  the  deveH,  and 
armeth  hym  with  good'  werl^es.  but  this  belle  shaH  no  man  Eynge 
but  a  maiden),  that  is,  reson),  that  stereth  to  ail  rightmsenesse. 
H  The  dragon),  that  flew  with  the  fire,  is  the  voluptuous  flessh,  that 
bereth  the  fire  of  glotonye  and  lechery,  that  brent  Adam  oure  first 
fadir,  whan  he  ete  of  the  apple  that  was  for-bode.  the  venemous 
bestes,  that  venyme  aH  folke,  are  fendes,^  that  for  the  more  parte 
distroien)  aH  man  kynde.  IT  That  sawe  the  wise  men,  that  is,  the 
p?-ophetes  and  patriarkes  sorowecJ,  and  cried'  to  god'  for  help. 
H  Therfore  it  was  counselled',  that  the  lyon),  that  is,  crist,  shuld'  be 
put  on  the  crosse ;  as  it  was  propheciecJ,  It  is  spedf uH  that  one  dye 
for  the  peple,  that  alle  ^the  folke  perissh  not.  IF  Thei  toke  crist, 
the  lyon),  and  put  hym  on)  the  crosse;  wherfore  the  venemous 
bestes,  that  are  fendes,  that  dreden)  to  come  to  cristen)  folke,  fleen). 
and  so,  by  the  help  of  god,  cristen)  folke  shuH  ever  be  in  ever  lastyng 

blisse  -with  out  ende. 

'  MS.  frendes.  '^  leaf  30. 
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whan  fe  dragon  &  the  venomes  bestes  shuH  se  pe  lyon  on  jje  cros.'^e, 
for  fere  ))ei  shuH  not  noye  vs."  Than  seyde  \q  Emperowr,  "  j^is 
plesyth  me  well,"  &  so  thei  did  fe  lyon  on  the  crosse  /  And  whan 
Jje  venomes  bestes  saw  pe  lyon  on  fe  crosse  thei  come  no  more  to  J^e 
Cite,  but  fled  for  fere. 
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[  XIX.  ] 

(how    a    NIGHTINGALE    DELIVERED    A    MALEFACTOR    FROM    PRISON.) 

"Eiielaus  reigned'  in.  \h.Q  Citee  of  Eome,  that  was  right  merci- 
fuH ;  therfore  he  made  a  law,  that  yf  a  mysdoer  were  take, 
and  put  into  prison),  yf  he  myght  ascape,  and  flee  to  the 
paleys,  he  shuld'  have  refute,  with  out  any  contradiccion).  IT  It  fiUe, 
that  there  was  a  man-sleer  taken),  and  put  into  prison),  and  put  to 
his  diete ;  wherfore  he  sorowed'  gretly,  that  he  was  put  fro  mannes 
sight,  and  fro  the  light  of  the  sonne,  save  a  liteH  wyndowe,  hy  the 
whiche  [the  light  shone  in ;  by  the  whiche]  light  he  toke  his  mete 
'and  his  drynke  of  the  kepers  euery  day,  and  ete  at  a  certayn)  houre. 
IF  And  whan  the  keper  of  the  prison)  was  gone  away,  a  Nightyngale 
was  wonte  to  come  in  atte  wyndow,  and  synge  wondir  swetly ;  of 
the  whiche  songe  the  knyght  was  gretly  comforted',  and  after  the 
songe,  the  brid'  fleigh  into  the  knyghtes  skirte,  and  the  knyght  every 
day  fedde  the  bridde  with  a  porcion)  of  his  mete,  f  After  this  it 
felle  vpon  a  da}'',  that  the  knyght  was  wondir  hevy,  and  said'  to  the 
bridde  sittyng  in  his  skirte  thise  wordes,  IT  "  O  !  good'  bridde,  what 
shalt  thou  yeve  me,  that  have  so  many  'a  day  I-f edde  the  ]  bryng 
me  into  memorie,  for  thou  art  goddes  creature,  and  I  also."     IT  whan 

\_Second  Version.     Camhr.  MS.  Kk.  1.  6,  leaf  226,  hack.^^ 

9. 

Menelaus  regned  in  Rome  Jiat  was  right  m^'j'cyfuH  ;  ferfor  he 
made  a  lawe  Jjat  if  a  miller  were  take  and  put  in  prison  if  he 
myght  scape  &  fle  to  the  palays,  he  shold'  haue  refute  wit/i  out  eny 
contradiction  /  It  fiH  Jjat  ]>er  was  A  man-sleer  take  &  put  in  pryson 
&  put  to  his  diete  /  Avherfor  he  sorowed  gretely  \ai  he  was  put  out 
of  mannes  sight  /  &  p?-med'  fro  the  lyght  of  the  sonne  /  saue  a  lytyH 
Avyndowe,  by  fie  whych  the  lyght  shone  in  /  By  the  whiche  lyght  he 
toke  his  mete  &  ete  /  The  keper  of  the  pryson  eue/y  day  brought 
hym  his  mete  at  a  cei'teyn  oure  /  And'  whan  the  kepe?'  of  jje  pryson 
was  gone-a-way  A  nyghtyngale  was  wont  to  come  in  at  the  wyndowe 
&  syng^  wonder  swetely,  of  fie  which  song  the  knyght  was  gretely 
co??<fortyd  /  And  after  the  song^  Jje  byrd  flye  in  to  fe  knyghtes 
skyrte ;  &  fe  knyght  euery  day  fed  pe  byrd  w/t/i  a  porcion  of  his 
mete.  After  this  It  fyH  on  a  day  frtt  Jje  knyght  was  wondyr  heuy 
&  seyde  to  the  byrde  syttyng*  in  his  skyrte  Jjes  wordes,  "  0  good 
byrd,  what   shalt  fou  gefe  me    }pai  so  many  dayes  haue  fed  fe  % 
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the  bridde  haJ  herd!  this,  he  flew  forthe.  and  the  third'  day  he 
come  ayene,  and  brought  in  his  niouthe  a  precious  stone,  and  lette  it 
falle  into  the  knyghtes  skirte,  and  flew  forthe.  The  knyght,  whan 
he  sawe  the  stone,  he  had'  grete  mervaile.  IT  After  it  happecJ  to  falie 
on  his  feters,  and  anon)  aH:  the  Iren),  that  he  was  bouncP  in,  was 
broken)  therwith.  IT  The  knyght,  whan  he  saw  this,  he  was  right 
glad',  and  arose,  and  touched'  the  dore  with  the  stone,  the  whiche 
^opened' ;  and  anon)  he  went  out,  and  ranne  to  the  paleys.  IF  The 
layler"  'sawe  this,  and  whan  he  pe?-seive(J  it,  he  blew  iij.  blastes 
Wit^  an  home,  and  brought  aH  out  of  the  Citee,  and  saidi,  "  se  the 
theef* !  folow  ye  hym  ! "  and  aH  thei  folowecP,  but  the  keper  ranne 
before.  IT  The  knyght  sawe  that,  and  shotte  to  hym  with  an  arowe, 
and  slough  hym ;  and  so  the  knyght  ranne  to  the  paleys,  and  there 
he  foun(J  refute,  aftir  the  lawe. 

^Declaracio.  Frendes,  this  Emperour*  is  the  Fadir  of  heven), 
that  ordeynecJ  this  lawe,  that  who  so  is  a  man-sleer,  that  is,  a  synner, 
that  by  contricion)  and  confession)  may  ascape  to  the  paleys  of  holy 
chirche,  [he]  shaH  have  pe?-petueH  refresshyng.  IT  This  knyght  is  a 
synner  in  dedely  [synne]  bounden),  and  therfore  by  goddes  law  he 
shuld'  be  demecJ  to  the  prison)  of  heUe,  yf  he  passe  so  out  of  this 
worW,  and  bound'  with  dyverse  cheynes,  that  is,  with  many  synnes. 

'  leaf  30,  back. 
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Bryng*  in  to  memory  for  \ou  art  goddys  creature  &  I  also  "  /  Whan 
the  bryd  had  herd  J)is  he  fly  forthe  /  And  the  .iij.  day  he  come 
a-gayne  /  ^  &  brought  in  his  mowthe  a  stone  &  lete  it  faH  in  the 
knyghtes  lappe  &  fly  forth.  The  knyght  whan  he  sawe  the  stone  he 
had  grete  meruayle  /  After  it  happed  to  falle  on  his  feters,  And 
a-non  aH  the  Eron  ])at  he  was  bound  wit/z  was  broke  /  The  knyght 
whan  he  sawe  J)is  he  was  ryght  glad,  &  rose  &  touched  the  dores 
w^t7t  the  stone,  J)e  whyche  were  openyd?  A-none :  he  went  out  &  ran 
to  J)e  paleys.  The  layler,  whan  he  perceyuyd  this,  he  blewe  .iij. 
-with  an  home  &  brought  aH  out  of  the  Cite  /  And  seyde,  "  Se  ]je 
fefe,  Folow  ye  hym  ! "  And  aH  folowed  hym,  but  ])e  keper  ran  by- 
fore  /  the  knyght  sawe  that  &  shot  at  hym  An  Arowe  &  slowe  hym, 
&  so  the  knyght  ran  to  fe  [paleys],  &  ther  he  fonde  refute  After  ]je 
laAve. 

'  leaf  227. 
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wherfore  suche  one  owetB  mekett  to  sorow,  and  alway  wepe.  IT  The 
keper  of  the  prisoii)  is  the  deveHe,  that  suche  one  hathe  sette  faste 
hounde  in  synne,  and  mynystretfi  to  hym  of  delites  and  vices,  that 
he  go  not  fro  hym.  IF  The  bridde,  that  songe  so  swetely,  is  the 
voice  of  go(J,  that  seith  to  a  synner,  Turne  agayn),  turne  agayn),  thou 
wrecche,  that  is,  a  syixfuH  soule,  and  I  shaH  take  the.  whan  aH 
man-kynde  went  to  helle  before  the  comyng  of  crist,  IT  There  come  a 
bridde,  that  was  the  godhede,  and  brought  with  hym  a  stone,  that 
was  crist ;  as  he  said'  hym  self*,  I  am  a  stone,  the  soule  of  crist  with 
the  godhede  discended'  to  helle,  and  brought  with  hym  mankynd'. 
therfore  yf  any  of  you  be  in  dedely  synne,  lette  hym  touche  his 
synne  with  fe  stone,  that  is,  with  the  vertu  of  crist,  in  contriciou) 
and  confession),  and  with  oute  doute  the  chaynes  of  synne  shaH  be 
broken),  and  the  dore  of  the  grace  of  god'  be  opened' ;  and  so  shaH  he 
have  fleyng  to  the  paleys  of  holy  chirche.  II  And  yf  the  keper  of 
the  prison),  that  is,  the  fende,  blowe  with  his  home  of*  pride, 
Covetise,  and  lechery,  and  stere  aH  vices  agayn)  the,  thou  shalt 
smyte  hym  with  the  arowe  of  penaunce ;  and  with  out  doute  he 
shaH  flee  fro  the,  and  so  thou  shalt  have  the  paleys  of  the  kyngdome 
of  heven),  by  this  blissed'  stone.  lesu  crist  brynge  vs  to  the  blisse 
of  heven)  ] 

[  XXr.     Add.  3IS.  9066,  leaf  34.  ] 

Calepondinus  in  Eome  reigned',  that  toke  a  maideii)  to  wyf,  that 
conseived',  and  brought  forth  a  faire  childe.  The  child'  wexed', 
and  was  put  to  scole.  H  Whan  he  was  xx.  wynter  of  age,  he  de- 
sired' 'the  heritage  of  his  Fadir,  and  seid'  to  his  Fadir,  IT  "  Sir,  ye  are 
olde,  and  mow  not  rewle  the  Empire ;  yf  ye  gaf"  me  the  Empire,  it 
shuld'  be  youre  profite."    H  The  Empe?-our  seid',  "  sone,  there  is  now 

[Second  Version.     Cambr.  MS.  Kh.  1.  6,  leaf  227.] 

10. 

Calepodius  in  Eome  regned'  Jjcyt  toke  A  mayde  to  wyfe  J)at  con- 
ceyuyd  &  brought  fo^the  A  fayre  chylde.  The  Childe  wax  & 
was  put  to  scole  /  Whan  he  was  of  xx  wyntyi-^  age  he  desyryd  his 
faders  herytage  &  seyde  to  his  fader,  "  Syr,  ye  are  old  &  ye  con  not 
rule  the  Empyre,  yf  ye  yafe  to  me  the  Empyre  /  It  sholde  be  yoin- 
profyt "  /  The  Emperozw  seyde,  "  Sone,  jjcr  is  now  grete  hungre  in 
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grete  Imngir  in  the  Empire,  and  I  drede,  yf  I  yeve  the  the  Empire  and 
the  power,  yf  I  had'  nede,  haply  thou  shuldest  denye  me  my  wille." 
IT  The  Empresse,  that  loved'  more  her  sone  than  her  husbond'  said', 
"  sir  that  may  not  be,  for  ye  have  but  oo  sone,  and  therfore  I  trow 
alway  that  he  wille  fulfille  your  wille ;  Avherfore  it  is  good'  to  yoii 
to  graunte  hym  the  Empire."  H  The  Emperour  said',  "I  wille  have 
of  hym  an  obiigacion),  that  what  houre  he  riseth  hym  self*  ayenst 
me,  and  fulfille  not  my  wille,  whan  reason)  is,  I  shaH  depreve  hym 
of  the  Empire."  the  sone  graunted',  and  made  an  obiigacion),  and 
sealed'  it.  II  "Whan  this  was  done,  the  Emperour  was  put  from  his 
dignyte,  and  his  sone  was  crowned'.  H  whan  he  was  made  Empe>'our, 
he  was  reised'  in  to  pride,  in  so  mekeH  that  he  neither  dred'  god'  ne 
man,  and  did'  many  A\Tonges  ;  and  the  fadir  suffred'  hym  paciently, 
IF  It  happed'  aftirward',  that  there  was  a  grete  liungir  in  the  land', 
and  the  olde  Empe;'our  began  to  nede ;  and  wente  to  his  sone,  and 
asked'  his  sustenaunce  of  hym,  and  for  a  tyme  he  sent  hym.  but  in 
a  sliort  tyme  aftir,  the  fadir  was  greuously  sike,  and  called'  to  hym 
his  sone,  and  said',  H  My  sone,  I  have  grete  thirst ;  yeve  me  a 
draught  of  tin  must."  the  sone  aunswered',  "  I  shaH  not,  for  must 
is  not  good' for  thi  com|)lexion)."     H  The  fadir  said',  "yeve  me  of 

[^Second  Version.     Cmnbr.  MS.  Kk.  1.  6.]     ■ 

the  Empyre,  And  I  drede  if  I  gafe  to  \q  the  Empyi-e  &  )je  power  / 
If  I  had  nede  happyly  ]io\x  sholdyst  denye  me  of  my  wj'lle "  The 
Emperice,  jjat  louyd  her  son  more  than  her  husband,  seyde,  "  syr, 
fat  may  not  be,  for  ye  haue  but  o  sone,  And  Jierfor  I  trow  ^at  he 
wole  Alway  folow  jonr  wyH  /  Wherfor  It  is  good  to  you  to  graunt 
hym  )je  Empyre."  The  Emppro»r  seyde,  "  I  wole  haue  of  hym  an 
obiigacion,  ]?'(t  what  oure  he  reysyth  hym-selfe  a-gayne  me  &  fulfyH: 
not  my  wyH:  whan  reson  is,  I  shaH  p?'me  hym  of  the  Empyre  "  / 
The  sone  grauntyd  &  made  an  obiigacion  &  selyd  it  /  Whan  this 
was  done  /  The  Emperot/r  was  put  fro  his  dignyte  /  And  his  sone 
was  crowned,  whan  he  was  made  Empero?f/*  he  was  reysyd  in-to 
pryde,  In  so  mych  he  dred  God  ne  man,  And  dyd  many  wronges. 
And  jje  fader  sutt'red  hym  pacyently  /  It  happed  after  ]ia\,  \er  was  a 
grete  hungre  in  the  lond  /  And  the  olde  EmperoM?-  bygan  to  haue 
nede  /  &  want  to  his  sone  &  asked  of  hym  his  sustenaunce  /  &  for  a 
tyme  he  sent  hym.  But  in  A  shorte  tjane  after  the  fader  Avas 
greuously  syke  /  &  called'  his  sone  &  seyde  /  "  A,  my  sone,  I  haue 
grete  Jjryst  /  Gyf  me  A  draught  of  thi  wyne  moste"  /  the  sone 
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ano]>er  tonne  of  wyne."  than  the  sone  seid',  "nay,  for  it  is  not 
clere  I-nough  ;  and  yf  it  shuld'  now  be  touched',  the  wyne  myght  he 
troubled' ;  and  th  erf  ore  I  wille  not  touche  it,  tille  I  se  it  clere  I-now." 
IF  The  Fadir  seid',  "  yeve  me  of  the  third'  tonne."  he  said',  "  naye, 
for  the  wyne  is  stronge  and  niyghty,  and  therfore  it  is  not  worthe  for 
the  sike."  ^  "  yeve  me  than,"  he  said',  "  of  the  fourthe  tonne."  the 
Sonne  seid',  "  nay,  for  it  is  to  feble,  and  with  out  sustentacion)  or 
comforte.  It  must  be  wyne  confortatif*  that  shuld'  be  yeven  to  the 
sike."  IT  The  fadir  seid',  "yeve  me  therfore  of  the  fifte  tonne."  he 
aunswered',  "nay,  for  drastes  that  are  in  the  tonne;  and  suche  is 
not  worthe  to  a  sike  man,  scarsely  for  hogg^s."  if  Whan  the  Fadir 
sawe  he  myght  not  have,  he  suffred'  paciently  tille  he  were  hole ; 
and  than  the  Fadir  went  to  the  kyng*  of  Jerusalem,  and  playnec?  to 
'hym  of  his  sone,  and  shewed*  to  hym  an  obligacioii),  that  he  myght 
put  out  his  sone,  with  out  any  contradiccion).  H  The  kyng  herd' 
this,  and  called'  his  sone,  to  aunswere  to  the  Fadir.  H  whan  the  sone 
might  not  resonably  aunswere,  the  kyng  depreved'  hym  of  the 
Empire,  and  restored'  agayn)  the  Fadir.  and  than  aH:  praised'  the 
kyng,  for  he  had'  so  rightfully  yoven)  the  dome.  '  leaf  34,  back. 

\_iSecoud  Version.     Cainhi:  3IS.  Kk.  1.  6.] 

Answerd  /  "  I  shaH  not,  for  muste  is  not  good  for  thi  complexion  "  / 
The  fader  sayde,  "  ))an  gyf  me  of  K-v.o\ier  ton  of  wyne  "  /  The  sone 
seyde  /  "  Nay  /  It  is  not  clere  y-noghe  /  &  if  it  sholde  now  be 
touched  the  wyne  myght  be  troubled,  And  therfor  I  wo\  not  touche 
it  /  Tyli  I  se  it  clere  I-nogh  "  /  The  fader  sayde  /  "  Gyf  me  of  the 
.iij.  te)nne  "  /  he  seyde,  "  J^ay,  for  the  wyne  is  strong^  &  mighty, 
And  therfor  It  is  not  worthe  for  ]?e  syke  "  /  "  Gyf  me,  Jjan  "  /  he 
seyde,  "the  .iiij.  tonne"  /  The  Sone  seyde,  "  l^ay,  for  it  is  feble  & 
Wit/i  out  susten^awnce  or  comfort  /  It  most  be  wyne  co»zfortable  Jjat 
shold'  be  yeue  to  the  syke  "  /  Therfor  the  fader  seyde,  "  Gyf  me  of 
.V.  tonne."  he  answerde,  "  Nay,  for  di'astes  are  in  the  tonne,  &  such 
is  not  worthe  for  A  man,  scarsely  for  hogges  "  /  Whan  the  fader  sawe 
he  myght  not  haue  /  he  suffred  pacyently  tyH  he  Avaxe  hole.  And 
than  he  want  to  the  Kyng"  of  lexliusalem.,  &  jjlayned'  to  hym  of  his 
sone  &  shewed  hym  an  obligacion  \iat  he  myght  put  out  his  sone 
wt't/i  out  co?itradiction  /  The  kyng^  herde  j^is  &  called  to  hym  the 
sone  to  answere  the  fader  /  Whan  ]?e  sone  myght  not  resonably 
Answere  /  The  kyng^  pryued  hym  of  the  Empyre,  And  restoryd  A- 
gayne  the  fader.  And  than  aH  preysyd  the  kyng<  for  he  had  so 
A\v>!olv  ceuen  the  dome.  '  leaf  227.  back. 
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IT  Declaracio.  Frendes,  this  'Em.-perour  is  crist,  the  sone  of  man, 
to  whom  is  yoven)  the  Empire  of  aH  this  world' ;  But  in  the  gifte  he 
toke  of  hym  an  obligacion),  his  Baptyme,  that  he  shulcf  forsake  the 
pompe  and  aH  the  pride  of  it.  IT  The  olde  Emperour,  that  is,  crist, 
is  sike,  as  ofte  as  cristen)  man  or  woman  falleth  in  dedely  synne,  and 
hreketh  his  comaundementis  ;  wherfore  gretly  he  thrusteth  the  heltlie 
of  oure  soules,  and  asketfi  of  vs  oiir  yonge  age.  IT  But  froward'  man 
aunswereth,  I  may  not  yeve  to  go(J  my  yonge  soukyng  age,  for  it  is 
must,  that  is,  over  sone  to  assay  the  way  of  god' ;  and  that  is  not 
trew,  for  a  childe  of  oo  daies  age  is  not  with  out  synne.  IT  Wher- 
fore Seint  Gregory  telletfi,  that  a  childe  of  v.  yere  of  age  the  fendes  ^ 
token  out  of  his  Fadirs  lappe.  yf  god  may  not  have  of  the  must 
of  so  yonge  age,  he  asketh  the  age  of  eklre  childhode,  that  is,  of  x. 
or  xii.  yere.  IF  But  froward'  man  aunswereth,  and  seith,  the  wyne 
is  not  clere  I-now,  that  is,  the  child'  is  not  apte  to  serve  god',  in  that 
he  is  inparfite^ ;  IF  For  yf  he  be  stered'  to  god',  he  must  be  troubled' 
in  his  body,  that  is  agayn)  the  doctryne  of  the  wise  man,  that  seith, 
he  that  lovetB  his  sone,  chastiseth  h3^m,  and  delyuereth  his  soule  fro 
helle.  IT  Also  he  asketh  wyne  of  the  third'  tonne,  that  is,  of  the 
tonne  of  yonge  mannes  age.  but  man  contrarious  aunswereth,  the 
wyne  is  over  myghty,  it  is  not  good' ;  for  a  felle  man,  that  is,  yonge 
man,  is  stronge  and  myghty,  therfore  he  oweth  to  spende  it  aboute 
worldly  thynges,  and  not  in  penaunce,  for  he  myght  be  made  feble. 
IT  Also  he  asketh  wyne  of  the  fourthe  tonne,  that  is,  of  age,  that  is, 
that  thou  yevest  hym  service  in  the  service  of  god.  but  froward' 
man  aunswereth,  and  seith,  man  in  his  olde  age  is  feble,  and  may 
not  fast,  Xe  do  penaunce,  for  suche  shuld  be  cause  of  his  dethe. 
II  Also  he  asketh  of  the  fifte  tonne,  that  is,  of  the  old'  man,  that  may 
not  goo  3  with  oute  a  staflfe,  yit  he  asketh  of  man  that  state,  that  he 
turne  to  hym.  H  Froward'  man  aunswereth,  and  seith,  this  wyne  is 
over  feble,  for  yf  he  fasted'  oo  day,  it  behoved'  hym  to  make  his 
grave^  ;  And  lawe  wille  not  that  an  vnmyghty  man  shuld'  slee  hym 
self*.  H  Also  he  asked?  of  the  vj.  tonne,  whan  man  for  eld'^  or 
blyndnesse  may  no  further  walke  to  synne,  and  myght  faileth  hym 

'  MS.  Frendes.  "  M>;.  not  inparfite.  '  leaf  35. 

♦  MS.  jrrace.  ^  MS.  olde. 
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for  to  do  evel.  IT  God  asketli  drynke  of  suclie  one,  that  is,  the 
helthe  of  his  soule ;  But  wrecchecJ  man,  that  is  i:)ut  in  dispaire, 
seitli,  Alias  !  alias  !  while  I  myght  serve  god  I  wold'  not,  and  now 
dwelleii)  in  me  the  drestes  of  aH  goodnesse.  wherto  shuk?  I  now  he 
turned'  to  my  god'  ?  IF  But  alias  !  many  ther  hen),  that  wills  yeve 
hym  no  wyne.  wherfore  crist  playned'  to  the  kyng  of  Jerusalem ; 
and  therfore  shuld'  suche  gone  into  everlastyng  turment,  and  right- 
wise  men  in  to  everlastyng  hlisse. 

[  XXIT.  ] 

(how    ARISTOTLE    SAVED    ALEXANDER'S    LIFE.) 

Alexander  the  Emperour  was  so  stronge  and  myghty,  that  none 
in  his  tyme  myght  overcome  hym ;  and  this  Empe?'oiir  had' 
Aristotil  to  his  maister^  that  taught  hym  in  aH  wysedom)  and 
konnyng.  ^  That  saw  the  quene  of  the  Northe,  and  norisshed'  her 
doughtir  with  venyme,  fro  the  tjnne  of  her  hirthe,  that  whan  she 
come  to  lawfuH  age,  she  was  so  faire,  that  she  was  lovesome  to  aH. 
IF  After,  she  sent  her  to  Alexandre,  that  she  myght  he  his  concuhyne  ; 
and  whan  he  saw  her,  anon)  he  was  take  in  her  love,  and  wold'  have 
synned'  with  her.  IT  That  perseivecJ  AristotiH,  and  said'  to  hym, 
"  Touche  her  not,  for  yf  ye  do,  ye  shaH  he  dede  anon) ;  For  aH:  her 
lyf-tyme  she  hath  ben  norisshed'  with  venyme,  and  that  I  shaH 
prove  anon),  here  is  one  that  shaH  he  dede  by  the  lawe ;  lette 
hym  slepe  with  her,  and  than  shulle  ye  se  whether  I  sey  sothe." 

[Second  Version.      Ccmibr.  MS.  Kh.  1.  6,  leaf  233.] 

20. 

Alexandre  the  Ernpe?-o?<r  was  so  myghty  \ai  no  man  in  his  tj^me 
myght  oui^?*conie  hym,  &  had  AristotiH  to  his  mayster,  that 
taught  hym  aH  wisdoni  &  konyng^.  that  sawe  fe  quene  of  the 
northe  &  norisshed  her  doughter  w/t/?.  venom  fro  fe  tyme  of  her 
yong<  age  Jjrtt  whan  she  come  to  laAvfuH  age  she  was  so  fayre  a 
creature  &  louesom)  to  aH  :  After  she  sent  her"  to  Alysandr"  that  she 
myght  he  his  /  &  [he]  wolde  haue  synned  wit/i  hei'' :  pat  perceyued 
AristotiH  &  seyde  to  hym,  "  touche  hei-'  not^  for  if  ye  do  ye  shuH  be 
dede  Anone  /  for  aH  her  lyf  tyme  she  hathe  be  norisshed  vfiih 
venom  /  &  fat  shaH  I  preve  Anone  /  here  is  one  fir/t  shaH  be  dede 
by  fie  lawe  /  let  hym  slepe  wit/i  her,  &  jjan  shuH  ye  see  wher*  I  sey 
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aud  so  it  was  done,  anon)  as  he  kissed'  liei'',  he  fiJle  downe  dede. 
^  Alexandre  praised?  his  niaister,  for  he  delyvered'  hyni  fro  the 
dethe. 

^  Declaracio.  Frendes,  this  Empe?"our  may  be  said'  every  man 
that  is  stronge  and  niyghty,  by  the  vertu  of  the  baj^tyme.  The 
quene  is  habundaunce  of  tho  thynges  that  seketh  man  to  slee. 
If  The  maide,  that  was  venymed',  is  glotonye  and  lechery,  by  the 
whiche  many  are  slayii).  ^  AristotiH:  is  reason),  that  seith  aH;  way 
ayenst  synne.  The  man,  that  is  dampned'  by  the  lawe,  is  fi-oward' 
man,  that  aH:  way  synneth  with  glotonye  and  lechery,  therfore  it 
is  to  flee,  that  we  be  sobre  in  mete  and  ^drynk*,  that  we  mo  we  come 
to  everlastyng  mede,  the  whiche  is  eternaH.     Amen. 

[  XXIII.  ] 

(how   a   father    killed    his    son    rather   than    see    him    in    PAIN.) 

rlosculus  reigned'  in  Eome,  that  hacP  a  sone  that  was  wode, 
that  dy verse  dales  rent  his  membres.  the  Fadir  sawe  that, 
and  yaf"  hym  venyme,  and  hacB  lever  slee  him  softly  than  he 
shukJ  so  rente  hym  self*  dyverse  dales.  The  modir  sawe  that,  and 
was  right  sory ;  She  wente  to  the  domesman,  and  playned'  on  her 
husbond',  that  he  had'  slayu)  his  sone.  H  The  fadir  before  the  domes- 
man  aunswered',  and  said',  "  it  was  a  werke  of  charitee,  and  that  for 

'  leaf  35,  back. 

[Seco7id  Vey'sion.     Ccmibr.  MS.  KA:  1.  6.] 

sothe  "  /  &  so  it  was  don.  Anone  as  he  kyssed  her  he  fiH  down 
dede  /  Alisaundre  praysyd'  his  mayster  for  [he]  delyuerd  hym  so  fro 
that  depe. 

[Second  Version.     Camhr.  MS.  Kk.  1.  6,  ?ea/ 233.] 

21. 

Ploscnlus  regned  in  Eome  that  had  a  sone  \at  was  wode,  fat 
dyuers  dayes  rent  his  membres  /  The  fade?'  saw  that  &  gaf  liym 
venym  &  had  leuyr  sle  hym  fan  he  sholde  rend  hym-self  so  dyuers 
dayes  /  The  moder'  saw  jjrtt  &  was  right  sory ;  she  Avent  to  the 
domesman  &  pleynyd  of  her  husbande  fat  he  had  slayne  his  sone  / 
The  fader  by-fore  pe  domesman  Answerde  &  seide,  "  It  was  a  werk 
of  charite  &  })e?for  this  skyH:  /  My  sone  ali-to-rent  hym  self*,  &  so 
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this  skille.  IT  My  sone  aH:  to-rente  liym  self^,  and  so  of  longe  tyme 
lie  suffred?  many  wrecchednesse.  IT  I,  that  was  his  Fadir,  seyng 
that,  I  chase  rather  to  slee  hym,  than  longe  tyme  to  se  hym  in 
sorow." 

Declaracio.  Frendes,  this  Empe/-our  is  the  world'.  The  sone, 
that  rent  hym  self^,  is  a  doer  of  penaunce,  the  whiche  tameth  his 
flessR.  IT  But  oure  Fadir,  the  whiche  is  the  world?,  by  the  whiche 
we  are  susteyned'  bodely,  yeveth  vs  venymes  of*  the  erthe  of  our 
birthe,  by  the  whiche  ofte  sithes  we  are  dede.  IT  But  oure  modir, 
that  is  holy  chirche,  accuseth  the  world'  to  god',  therfore  flee  we 
the  workt,  that  oure  modir,  holy  chirche,  may  have  of  vs  solace, 
grete  ioye,  and  gladnesse. 

[  XXIV.  ] 

(how    an    UNFAITHFUL    WIFE    WAS    CURED    OF    HER    PASSION.) 

PEomius  reigned'  in  Eome,  that  had  a  faire  wyf* ;  the  whiche, 
whan  she  stode  ones  in  a  wyndowe  of  the  CasteH,  she  saw  ij. 
knyghtes  in  a  medow  vndir  the  CasteH  [fightynge]  to-gedre ; 
the  one  knyght  was  right  faire,  in  so  mekeH  that  the  lady  was  taken) 
in  his^  love,  IT  Whan  the  bataile  was  done,  the  knyght  that  the  lady 
loved'  so  wele,  had'  the  victorie ;  the  lady  for  love  be-gan  to  langour. 
%  The  Emperour  was  right  hevy,  and  sent  anon)  for  leches,  forto  see 
the  state  of  the  lady ;  and  thei  seiden),  "  there  is  none  other  sike- 
nesse  in  her,  but  that  she  loveth  some  man  over  mekeH."  IT  The 
Empe;'our  said'  to  his  wyf*,  "  I  pray  the,  name  hym  that  thou  lovest 
more  than  me."  IT  She  said',  "  that  faire  knyght  I  love  so  mekeH, 
that  but  I  have  his  love,  I  shaH  be  dede."  IT  Than  the  Emperour 
said'  to  the  leches,  "  I  pray  you,  that  ye  save  her  lyf."  Thei  seid', 
"  there  is  no  way,  but  one  slee  that  knyght  that  had'  the  victorye, 
and  anoynte  her  with  his  blood'."  IT  Thei  slowe  the  knyght,  and 
anoynted'  her ;  and  anon)  the  temptacioii)  seased',  and  she  was  hole 
of  her  sikenesse,  '  her,  MS. 
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long*  tym  he  suffred  many  wikydnesses  /  I,  ))«t  was  his  fader,  seeing 
])ai  I  I  chase  rafer  for  to  sle  hym  ]jan  long*  tyme  for  to  see  hym  in 
sorow. 
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Declaracio.  Frendes,  this  Empe/'our  is  Adam,  the  first  ^Fadir. 
IT  The  wyf,  that  was  so  faire,  it  is  his  soule.  the  ij.  knyghtes  that 
foughteu),  was  god  and  the  aungeH:.  The  fightyng  was,  whan  the 
aungeH  wold'  be  like  god',  and  aboue  god' ;  but  god'  had'  the  victorie. 
IT  This  sawe  the  quene,  that  is,  the  soule,  and  anon)  she  brente  in 
the  love  of  god';  "wherfore  she  was  sike,  ^in  so  mekell  that  she  shuld' 
dye.  But  the  myghty  knyght,  that  is,  crist,  is  slayn),  and  with  his 
blood'  we  are  an-oyntecE,  and  are  made  hole. 


[  XXV.  ] 

(how  an  ungrateful  man  rebelled  against  the  emperor, 

HIS  benefactor.) 


I 


i 


Enyncius  reignecJ  in  Rome,  the  which  as  he  rode  by  a  forest, 
mette  with  a  poore  man,  and  seid'  to  hym,  "  fro  whens 
comest  thou,  and  what  art  thou"?"  he  said',  "I  come  fro 
the  next  Citee,  and  am  your  man."  IF  The  Empe?*our  said',  "  yf 
thou  wilte  be  a  good'  man,  and  a  trew,  I  shaH  promote  the  to  grete 
richesse."  he  said',  "ye,  lord'."  Anon)  the  Emp/^/'our  made  hym  a 
knyght,  and  sone  he  rode  into  pride ;  wherfore  he  gadred'  to  hym 
many  of  the  grete  men  of  the  empire,  and  conspired'  with  hem,  that 
he  wold'  vsurpe  the  Empire,  whan  the  Emp'jrour  wist  that,  anon) 
he  put  hym  out,  and  alle  that  held'  with  hym ;  and  wold'  no  lenger 
lette  hym  dwelle  in  his  Empire,  but  ordeyned'  other  in  her  stede, 

'  leaf  36.  "^  like,  MS. 
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22. 

Lemicius  regned  in  the  Cite  of  Eome  /  the  which,  as  he  rode  by 
a  foreste,  mete  w/tA  a  pore  man  &  seyde  to  hym,  "fro  whens 
comyst  Jjou  &  w^hat  art  Jjou  ]  "  he  seyde,  "  I  come  fro  jje  nexte  Cite  / 
&  I  am  jour  man  "  /  The  Empeyo?<r  sayde,  "  if  \io\\  wilt  be  A  good 
man  &  trew,  I  shaH  p;-omote  the  to  richesse "  /  he  seyde,  "  ye, 
lorde "  /  A-none  pe  Emperow?*  made  hym  knyght,  &  sone  he  rose 
in-to  pr/de  /  Wherfor  he  gadred  to  hym  many  of  \q.  grete  mefi  of  the 
Emi)ire  &  co/^spirid  w/t/t  hem  Jjat  he  wolde  vsurpe  the  Empire  / 
Whan  )je  Empero'W  wist  of  Jjat  /  Anone  he  put  hym  out  &  all  )?at 
heLle  w/iA.  hym  /  &  wolde  no  Iciig^'/'  let  \\jm  dwelle  in  his  Empire, 
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and  yaf  hem  aH  lier  landes,  and  aH  her  mevable  goodes.     IF  Whan 

they  herd'  that  straungers   had'  her  goodes,  thei  conspired'  ayenst 

hem,  and  praied'  hem  to  the  fest,  and  sette  before  hem  v.  messe ; 

and  every  messe  was  envenymed',  and  aH  that  ete  of  the  messes  were 

dede.     II  The  Emperour  called'  his  sonnes,  and  asked',  what  were  to 

do  of  the  dede  ]     his  Eldest  sone  said',  "  ye  are  my  Fadir,  and  gretly 

I  am  greved'  for  your  hevynesse.     I  yeve  you  this  counseile.     IF  A 

liteH  kyngdom)  is  here  not  ferre  fro  you,  in  the  whiche  is  a  fuH  faire 

maiden),  the  which  hatfi  a  noble  gardyrt ;  In  the  which  gardeyn)  is 

a  welle  of  watu'  of  suche  vertu,  that  yf  it  be  sprynged?  on  the  dede 

body,  it  shaH  lyve  agayn).     IF  Therfore  I  shaH  go  to  this  kyngdome, 

and  shaH  gete  the  watir  of  this  welle,  by  the  whiche  the  dede  mow 

arise  to  lyf."     ^  And  anon)  he  went  to  the  kyngdom),  and  gate  the 

wille  of  the  maiden) ;    and  went  into   the  gardyn),  and  found'  the 

welle.     Mdierfore  he  did'  make  v.  pittes  right  depe,  by  the  whiche 

the  watir  of  the  welle  ranne  to  the  bodies  of  the  dede  men  ;  and 

anon)  thei  rissen).     and  whan  this  was  done  and  sene,  IF  The  sone  of 

the  Emperour   ladde  ^hym  and   aH  theym)  to   his   Fadir.     IF  The 

Empe?'Our,  whan  he  sawe  hem,  he  was  glad',  and  for  ioye  crowneJ 

his  sone. 

'  leaf  36,  back. 
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but  ordeynyd  o\er  in  his  stede,  &  gaf*  hem  his  landes,  &  ^aH  her 
meuable  goodys  /  whan  thei  harde  /  ^li  straungers  had  her  goodes 
Thei  co?ispirid  a-gayne  hem  &  prayed  hem  to  fe  feste  &  sette  by-fore 
hem  V.  messes,  &  euery  messe  was  venymed,  &  aH  f)at  ete  of  pe 
messes  were  dede  /  The  Empe;'02/r  caUed'  /  his  sones  [&]  seyde,  "  ye 
Are  my  fader,  &  gretely  I  am  greuyd  for  yoz^r  heuynes  /  I  gyf*  yow 
this  counceiH  /  A  lytiH  kyngdome  is  here  bysyde,  not  ferre  fro 
yow,  in  the  which  is  a  weH  of  Avater  of  suche  vertu  jjat  if  it  be 
sprenglid'  on  the  dede  body  It  shaH  leve  agayii  /  Jjerfor  I  shaH  go  to 
this  kyngedome  &  gete  me  water  of  jjis  welle  by  ]>&  whiche  Jje  dede 
mow  rise  to  lyf  /  And  anone  he  went  to  ]>q  kyngdome  &  gate  pe 
wett  of  the  mayde  /  &  went  in  to  jje  garden  &  fonde  ])e  weH  :  wher- 
for  he  made  .v.  pittes  fuH  depe,  by  the  which  \e  water  of  Y  "^^'^H 
ranne  to  ]je  bodyes  of  )je  dede  men,  &  Anone  thei  risen.  And  [when] 
this  was  sene  The  sone  of  J)e  Empcro^/r  led  hem  aH  w/tA  hyn)  to  his 
fader.  )je  Empero?;r  whan  he  saw  hem  he  was  gladde  &  for  loy 
cruwnyd  his  sone. 

'  leaf  2^33,  back. 
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U  Declarasio.  Frendes,  this  Einperour  is  the  Fadir  of  heveii). 
The  poore  mau,  that  "was  promoted'  to  grete  dignite,  is  lucifer,  that 
of*  nought  was  made,  that  is,  of  no  matir.  IT  Therfore  of  that  he 
was  so  proude,  in  so  luekeH;  that  he  wold'  be  like  god,  ye,  and  more  ; 
and  therfor*  he  was  cast  out  of  heven),  "with  aH  theym)  that  consented' 
to  hym,  and  man  is  promoted  to  that  dignyte  in  her  stede.  H  The 
fendes,  whan  thei  sawe  this,  thei  praied'  Adam  and  Eve  to  a  fest, 
Avhan  thei  eten)  of  the  apple  agayn)  goddes  precepte  by  her  steryng, 
and  said',  IF  What  houre  ye  ete  of  the  frute  of  this  tree,  ye  shuH  be 
as  goddes.  wherfore  in  this  test  was  mynystred'  to  hem  v.  messes. 
That  is,  of  the  v.  wittes,  the  Avhiche  aH  accorded  to  ete  of  the  apple  ; 
and  therfore  aH  thei  were  enfecte,  for  the  whiche  man  died'.  ^  This 
herd'  the  sone  of  the  Fadir  of  heveu),  and  was  stered'  to  mercy,  and 
descended'  fro  heven)  into  this  world' ;  and  come  to  the  maiden),  that 
is,  Marie,  and  there  he  found'  the  welle  of  mankyncf,  the  whiche 
was  loyned'  to  the  godhede.  ^  Aftir  this  he  did'  make  v.  pittes, 
that  is,  V.  woundes  in  his  bodye,  by  the  whiche  ranne  blood'  and 
watir,  that  made  aH  mankynde  to  lyve  agayn),  that  shaH  be  saved, 
and  ledde  home  agayn)  to  the  hevenly  paleys.  To  the  whiche  brynge 
vs  lesvi  Crist !     Amen. 

[  XXVII.  leaf  S7.  ] 
(how  a  faithful  guardian  was  rewarded.) 

YOmias  reigned'  in  Eome,  that  toke  a  faire  niiaid'en)  to  wyf*, 
the  whiche  conseivecJ,  and  brought  forthe  a  faire  sone. 
IT  wise  men  come  to  the  Empe/'our,  forto  have  ^his  sone 
to  norissh.  IF  Than  the  Empe?'our  sent  out  a  messanger  ))urgh  aH: 
the  Citee,  that  in  whos  house  were  founde  fixe  and  watii-,  shuld' 

'   leaf  37.  back. 

[Seco7id  Version.     Camhr.  MS.  Kk.  1.  6,  7e((/234.] 

24. 

T)  emilus  regned  in  Eome  \ai  toke  a  fayre  mayde  to  wyf",  |:'e 
JLVi  which  conceyuyd  &  brought  forthe  a  fayre  sone  /  Wyse  men 
come  to  f>e  Empe?*o?/7-  for  to  haue  his  childe  to  norisshe.  Than  the 
Kinp^-;-o?o'  anon  sent  out  a  messanger"  Jjorogh  aH  the  Cite,  jjat  [he] 
ill  \\hijs  hous  wave  fuunde  fyre  or  watc/'  sholde  haue  his  sone  to 
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have  his  sone  to  noiissh.  II  whan  this  was  pubhsshed',  many 
ordeynect  hem  fire  and  watir.  H  The  Emperour  did'  crie  also,  that 
he  that  hadde  the  chikle  to  kepe,  and  norisshed'  hym  clenly  and 
purely,  he  shuld'  be  promoted'  to  grete  dignyte,  and  els  he  shuld  be 
dampned'  to  wikked'  dethe.  IT  Anoii),  while  thei  slept,  come  a 
Tyraunte,  whos  name  was  Eulopius,  that  sleked'  the  fire  and  cast 
watir  out  of  the  house.  But  amonge  hem  was  a  man  that  hight 
lonathas,  that  aH;  uyght  labored'  that  fire  and  walir  shuld'  not  faile, 
but  fat  he  shold'  alway  have  bothe  redy.  H  whan  morow  was 
come,  the  messanger  went  aboute  the  (Jitee,  to  loke  in  whos  house  he 
myght  fynde  fire  and  watir ;  but  whan  he  hadde  gone  aboute  the 
Citiee,  in  the  house  aH  only  of  lonathas  he  founde  fire  and  watir ; 
and  so  the  Emperours  sone  was  yeve  to  hym  for  to  norissh,  vndir  the 
forme  aforseid'.  IF  lonathas  toke  the  child',  and  hired'  masons,  that 
thei  shold'  enhaunse  his  Chambre  with  morter  and  stone ;  and  whan 
the  chambre  was  redy,  he  called'  to  hym  payntours,  and  made  his 
chambre  to  be  paynted'  H  In  this  form,  in  the  Avalle,  on  the  right 
side,  he  paynted'  x.  ymages,  and  aboue  the  ymages  this  scripture 
was  written),   H  he  that  foulethe^  not   thise  ymages,  shaYi  have  a 

'  MS.  foloweth. 
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norisshe.  When  J)is  was  publisshed'  many  ordeynyd  hym  fyre  & 
wate?'  /'  The  'E.m-perour  dyd  cry  also  \ai  [if]  he  J)«t  had  ])e  childe  to 
kepe  norisshed  hym  clenly  &  purely  he  sholde  be  promotyd'  to  grete 
dignyte,  &  ellis  he  sholde  be  da?/^pnyd'  to  ]je  wikkyd  de)je  /  Anone 
while  Jjei  slept  come  a  tyraunte  whos  name  was  Eulopins  /  ])ai 
slekkyd  pe  fyre  &  caste  vmier  out  of  the  houses  /  But  A-mong'  hem 
was  a  man  hyght  lonathas  that  aH  nyght  labour3'd  ]jat  fyre  &  water 
sholde  not  fayle  //  But  jjere  he  shold'  alway  haue  bothe  redy  /  Whan 
morn  was  comyn  the  messange>*  went  aboute  pe  Cite  to  loke  in  whos 
hous  he  myght  fynde  fyre  &  wate?'  /  But  whan  he  had  gone  aboute 
J)e  Cite,  in  Jie  hous  aH  only  of  lonathas  he  fonde  fyre  &  water,  &  so 
J)e  Empero»/'S  sone  was  yove  to  hym  for  to  norisse  vnder  ]je  forme 
by-fore  seyde  /  lonathas  toke  Jie  childe,  and  liirid  masjais  that  thei 
sholde  hauuse  his  chambre  ^\iih  morte^r  &  stone,  &  whan  the 
chambre  was  redy  he  called  to  hym  peyntozfrs  &  made  his  chambre 
to  be  payntyd  in  jjis  fourme  /  In  J?e  waH  of  fie  right  syde  he  payntyd 
X  ymages  /  &  a-boue  pes  ymages  jjis  sc?-/pt?ir  was  Avryte  /  "he  ]j«t 
foulyth^  not  ))es  ymages  shaH:  haue  A  goldyfi  •rowii  of  jje  Emperown 

'   MS.  folowyth. 
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goldeni  crowns  of  the  Emj^evouT ;  And  yf  he  foule^  the  y mages,  he 
shaR  be  condempned:  to  a  foule  detlie.  H  Than  on  the  dore  he  made 
to  be  draweii)  a  golden)  chaier,  and  hym  self  sittyng  ther  in,  crowned' 
"with  a  crowne  of  gold? ;  and  aboue  his  hede  was  written),  thus  shaR 
he  croicne&,  that  icele  7i07'isshetJl  the  Umpexours  sone.  And  whan  ali 
this  was  made,  II  lonathas  was  ofte  si  the  tempted'  forto  de  foule  the 
ymages,  but  whan  he  redde  tlie  scripture,  anon)  he  had'  drede  that 
he  shuld'  dye  an  eveH  dethe ;  and  so  ali  the  temptacion)  went  a-way. 
and  also  Avhan  he  sawe  written)  over  the  ymages  hedes  the  mede  of 
the  crowne,  more  and  more  he  studied'  for  to  worshippe  the  ymages, 
and  forto  kepe  hem  in  fairenesse.  And  Avhan  the  child'  was  not 
wele  norisshed',  he  ranne  swiftly  to  the  perisshyng  of  the  Enemye ; 
and  whan  he  saw  hym  self^  shold'  be  hanged,  he  dved  gretely,  and 
an  the^defautes  of  the  norisshyng,  as  to  the  chnd,  he  amended'. 
IT  But  whan  he  sawe  the  goldeii)  chaire,  and  hym  self  crowned?  with 
a  crowne  of  gold',  and  above  his  hede  was  written),  ^  Thus  he  shaR 
be  worshipped:,  that  wele  and  dene  shaR  norissh  the  sone  of  the 
EmpQvour,  ^  And  than  he  hac?  so  moche  ioye  of  the  picture  of  Jje 

•  MS.  folow.  2  leaf  38. 

\_Seeond  Version.      Cambr.  AI8.  Kk.  1.  6.] 

And  if  he  foule  Jie  ymages  he  shaH:  be  eo?^dempnyd  to  a  foule  dejie  /" 
Than  on  fe  dore  he  made  to  be  drawe  A  goldyii  cheyre,  &  hym-self 
syttyng*  ^e?'-in  crownid  \viih  a  crowne  of  golde  /  &  a-boue  his  hede 
was  wryte  pis  /  "  pus  shall  he  be  croA\Tayd  pat  norisshith  wele  pe 
Empenjii/-s  sone"  /  &  whan  aU  pis  was  made  /  lonathas  was  oft^ 
tyme  temptyde  to  -defoule  pe  ymages  /  But  whan  he  red  pe  scrip- 
ture, he  dred  pat  he  shold  dye  an  euyll  dethe,  &  so  aH  pe  temptacion 
went  A-way.  And  also  whan  he  sawe  wryteii  on  pe  ymages  hedes 
pe  mede  of  pe  crowne,  more  &  more  he  studyed  for  to  worship  pe 
ymage,  &  for  to  kepe  hem  in  fayrenes  /  &  Whan  pe  child  was  not 
wele  goue?'nyd  &  norisshed  he  ranne  swyftly  to  pe  perisshyng  of  pe 
enemy,  And  whan  he  saw  hymself*  sholde  be  hanged  /  he  drede 
gretely  &  aH  pe  defautes  of  pe  norisshyng*  as  to  pe  childe  he 
Amendyd  //  But  whan  he  sawe  pe  goldyn  chayre  &  hymself* 
crowned  wit//  a  crowne  of  golde,  &  red  pe  superscripcioii  /  "  Thus  he 
shaH  do  worship  pat  wele  &  clene  norisshith  pe  sone  of  pe  Em- 
perou?' "  /  &  pan  he  had  so  myche  loy  of  pe  picture  of  pe  chayer 
pat  att  his  lyf  after  he  norisshed  right  wele  pe  child'  after.     The 

•  MS.  of.  ^  leaf  234,  back. 
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Chaire,  that  all  his  lyf  aftir  he  norisshed?  wele  the  child'.  The 
Emperour,  whan  he  herd?  tliis,  he  sent  for  hyin  and  for  his  sone,  and 
j)romoted'  hem  to  grete  diguytee. 

IT  Declaracio.  Frendes,  this  Emperour  is  the  Fadir  of  heven). 
The  Empresse  is  blissed?  marie ;  the  child'  is  lesus.  the  messanger, 
that  was  sent,  is  Seint  lohn  Baptist,  that  he  shuld'  shew  his  comyng  ; 
wherfore  the  wise  men,  that  were  the  patriarkes  and  the  prophetes, 
desired'  gretly  to  norissh  hym,  and  se  liym ;  and  thei  sawe  hym  not, 
for  fire  and  watir  was  in  hem  extyncte.  H  By  fire  is  vndirstond'  the 
holy  gost,  that  appered'  not  yit  to  hem  as  it  did'  to  the  appostels,  ne 
thei  were  not  wasshen)  with  the  watir  of  baptyme,  as  cristen  men 
are  now.  II  Or  els  by  fire  thou  may  vndirstond'  parfite  charite,  and 
by  watir  trew  contriccion).  this  ij.  fallen  in  many,  and  therfore 
thei  mow  not  have  the  child'  le^^u  in  her  hertes.  II  lonathas,  that 
waked',  is  a  good'  cristen  man,  jrat  aH  way  in  good'  werkes  studieth  to 
wake,  and  aH  way  to  offre  to  god  for  his  synnes  the  fire  of  charitee, 
and  the  water  of  contriccion).  H  But  ofte  sithe  the  tyraunt,  that  is, 
the  devel,  putteth  out  the  fire  of  charitee  and  the  Avatir  of  contriccion), 
and  casteth  it  ferre  a-way  fro  the  hertes  of  many ;  therfore  thei  that 
are  thus  defamed',  may  not  norissh  the  child'  le^'u.  Therfore  do 
thou  as  lonathas  did' ;  Avake,  and  pray,  that  Jiou  entre  not  into 
temptacion) ;  and  calle  to  the  trew  exposito»rs,  that  is,  discrete 
confessours  or  prelates,  that  may  rise  vp  in  thyn)  herte  a  stoneu) 
chambre,  and  seker  feith  and  hope  for  the  wyndowes.  than  calle  to 
the  payntours,  that  mowe  peynt  in  thyn  hert  x.  ymages,  that  is,  the 
X.  comaundementes ;  and  than  yf  thou  kope  wele  his  preceptis,  with 
out  doute  in  tyme  to  come  thou  shalt  be  crowned?,  and  not  be 
dampned  to  ever  lastyng  detlie.  H  And  the  golden)  chaire  must  be 
in  the  dore  of  thyn  hert,  that  is  to  sey,  j{  thou  norissh  Avele  the 
child'  le^u,  thou  shalt  have  a  chaire  in  heveii).  and  have  mynd', 
yf  thou  norissh  hym  eveH,  thou  shalt  be  hanged'  in  the  gibbette  of 
Helle,  but  thou  amende  the.     ^Therfore  studie  we  so  to  norissh  the 

'  leaf  38,  back. 
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Empe?*OMr,  whan  he  hard  this  he  sent  for  hy?n,  &  for  his  sone  pj'o- 
iin>tid  hy/«  to  gr^jte  dignite. 
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cliild?  lesii,  by  meritorie  werkes,    tliat  we  mow  come  to  the  mede 
that  is  everlastyng  w/t7;nut  ende. 

[  XXXIII.  leaf  46,  back.  ] 

(how    an    EMPEROR   DIVIDED    ALL    HIS    POSSESSIONS   AMONGST 

HIS    SUBJECTS.) 

Fulgencius  reigned'  in  the  Citee  of  Eome,  the  whiche  in  mer- 
veillous  maner  loved'  his  peple,  in  so  mekeH:  pat  he  made  to 
be  cried  thiirgh  all  his  Empire,  that  aH  men  shuld  come  of 
every  nacion)  at  a  certayn)  day  to  his  paleys,  and  what  so  ever  thei 
asked',  aH  thei  shuld?  have,  aftir  'her  astate.  IT  Dukes  and  other 
grete  lordes,  whan  thei  herd'  this,  thei  were  right  glad',  and  come  in  a 
grete  multitude ;  and  eche  by  hem  self*  put  forthe  his  peticioii),  and 
had'  it.  and  so  aH  the  Empire  nere  hand'  was  devided'  amonge  hem ; 
and  eche  man  ioyed',  and  went  home  to  his  owne,  and  toke  seisyu) 
in  his  londes,  and  tenementes,  and  mevable  goodes,  that  thei  hadden) 
of  the  Emperour.  IT  After  Tpis,  poore  men  and  symjjle  wente  to-gedre, 
and  said',  "  a  comon)  crie  is  made,  that  aH  shaH  come  to  the  Emperours 
paleys,  no  persone  out  take.  Eiche  men  and  myghty  men  have  come 
afore  vs,  and  have  ^resceived'  benefice,  after  her  wille,  and  therfore 
go  we  now,  and  we  shuH  have  goodes  of  the  Empe?-our."     that  herd' 

•  leaf  47. 
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26. 

Fulgencius  regned  in  )je  Cite  of  Eome  /  Y  which  in  mi?nielo;/.9 
maner  louyd  his  peple,  in  so  mych  he  made  to  be  cryed'  fiorogh 
out  aH  )5e  Empire  /  )3at  aH  men  sholde  come  of  eny  natiorO  at  a 
certeyn  day  to  his  paleis  /  And  what  so  euer  Jiei  askyd',  aH  thei  shold 
have  &iier  his  state  /  Dukes  &  o]ier  grete  lordys  whan  fiei  hard  pis 
bei  were  right  gladde  Sc  come  in  A  grete  multitude,  &  eche  by  hem- 
self"  put  forpe  his  peticion),  &  had  it,  so  aH  pe  Empire  nere  hande  was 
dyuydyd  a-mong  hem,  &  eche  ma?i  ioyed  and  went  home  to  his  owne 
&  toke  sesyil  in  his  landes  &  iQuemenies  &  meuable  goodes  pat  pei 
had  of  pe  EmperoM/*  /  After  pis  pore  men)  &  sengle  ^come  to-geder  & 
seydeii  /  "  A  comyn  cry  is  pat  aH  shold  come  to  pe  Empero»;-s  paleys, 
no  pe/'soii  out-take  /  Eiche  men  &  myghty  men  haue  come  by-fore  vs 
&  haue  receyuyd  benefice  after  hu-'  wiH  //  perfor  go  we  nowe  &  Ave 

•  leaf  235,  back. 
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thei,  and  said',  "  this  is  a  good'  comisaile,  and  a  profitable."  and  aH 
anon  thei  wenten,  and  stode  atte  gate  of  the  paleys,  criyng  that  it 
shuld  be  niynystred'  to  hem,  as  the  crie  was  made.  IF  AVhan  the 
Emperour  herd'  the  crie,  he  come  downe  of  his  see,  and  said'  to  hem, 
If  Frendes,  I  have  herd'  youre  crie.  it  is  sothe  that  the  crie  is  by  me 
made,  and  that  aH  indifferently  shuld'  come,  and  what  thei  asked' 
thei  shuld'  have,  but  riche  men  and  mighty  men  shuld!  come  before 
you,  and  thei  had'  aH,  out  take  my  paleys  ;  and  yf  thei  had'  askerP 
my  paleys,  thei  shuld'  have  had'  it ;  and  therfore  I  have  nought  for 
to  yeve  you."  IT  Thei  said',  "  a  !  lord',  have  mercy  on  vs,  and  lette 
vs  not  go  voide  away ;  for  certaynly  it  was  oure  blame  that  we  come 
not  before,  with  the  riche  men  and  myghty.  but  sithen  it  is  thus, 
we  aske  your  grace,  that  we  may  have  somewhat,  by  the  whiche  we 
may  live."  IF  The  Empe?-our  said',  "  here  me.  aH  ])ough  I  have 
yoven)  to  riche  men  and  myghty,  that  come  before  you,  londes  and 
tenementes,  neverthelesse  I  have  holden)  the  lordshippes  in  myn) 
hand'  of  aH  the  landes,  and  half^  that  I  yeve  to  you,  so  that  thei  be 
now  servauntes  to  you,  and  obedient."  IT  The  poore  men,  whan 
thei  hard'  this,  they  were  right  glad',  and  bowed'  downe  her  hedes  to 
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shuH  haue  goodes  of  Jje  Empe?-o?ir  as  pei  haddyn."  Thei  ]?r<t  herde 
J)is  seyde,  "  pis  is  goode  counceiH  &  a  p?'ofitable  "  /  &  Anone  art 
went  &  stode  at  jje  yate  of  jje  paleis  cryeng  Jjat  it  shold  be  ministrid 
to  hem  As  Jje  cry  was  made  /  Wha/?  the  Empero?/r  harde  J)e  crye  he 
come  doun  of  his  sete  and  seyde  to  hem  //  "  Frendes,  I  haue  herde 
yo?(/-  crye  /  It  is  so))e  ]iai  )?e  cry  is  by  me  made  k  \at  aH  indifferently 
sholde  come  /  &  what  pei  askyd'  jjei  sholde  haue  /  Eiche  men  '& 
myghti  men  haue  come  byfore  yow  &  aH  ))at^Ihaue,  out-take  my 
paleis,  I  haue  geue  hem  /  &  if  jjei  Askyd  my  paleis  jjei  had  had  it ; 
\ieriox  I  haue  noght  for  to  geue  yow"  /  Jjei  seyde,  "  A,  lorde,  haue 
mercy  on  vs,  &  let  not  vs  go  voyde  A-way,  for  certaynly  it  was  our 
blame  fi«t  we  come  not  to-fore  w/tA  pe  riche  men  and  myghti  /  But 
sethe  it  is  pus,  we  aske  jour  grace  J)«t  we  mowe  haue  some  what  by 
pe  whiche  we  mow  leve  "  /  The  Empero?«-  seyde,  "  here  me ;  Jjogh 
aH  I  haue  youe  to  riche  men  &  myghty  pr/t  come  by-fore  yowe  lanHes 
&  i&jiemeni-^,  neuerpeles  I  haue  hold  pe  lordschip  in  myn  hande  of  aH 
pe  landes,  &  half  I  geue  to  you,  so  ])ai  pei  be  now  seruauntes  to  yow 
obedyent"  /  The  por*  meii)  whan  pei  herd  pis  pei  were  right  gladde  Sz 
bowid'  doun)  hei-*  hedes  to  pe  Emp'^ro^/r,  h  lowly  &  mekely  ponkyd' 
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the  Emp^rour,  and  lowly  and  mekely  thanked'  hym,  and  saiJ,  "  we 
are  come  late,  and  are  made  lordes  of  other  ! "  whan  this  was  said', 
thei  went  home  ayene.  IF  The  riche  men  and  the  grete,  whan  thei 
herd'  this,  thei  were  gretely  stered'  with  in  hem  self*,  and  said'  to-gedre, 
IT  Alias  !  how  is  this  mynystrecP  to  vs,  that  thei  that  were  wonte  to 
be  our  chorles  and  seruauntes  in  aH  thyng,  now  are  made  oure  lordes. 
Go  we  aH  anon)  to  the  Empe?-our,  and  be-thjTike  vs  a  remedye."  thei 
saiden)  aH,  "  it  is  a  gooc?  counsaile."  IT  Anon)  thei  wente  to  the 
Emperour,  and  saiden),  "  Sir,  what  is  that  our  servauntes  now  are 
made  our  lordes  1  we  pray  you,  that  it  be  not  so."  IT  The  Erape?-our 
said',  "  frendes,  I  do  you  no  wronge.  was  not  the  crie  made  comon), 
what  some  ever  ye  asked'  of  me,  ye  shuld'  have  ]  and  ye  asked'  but 
londes,  and  rentes,  and  dignytees,  and  worshippes,  and  aH  I  graunte 
you  at  your  wille,  in  so  mekeH  that  to  my  self*  I  held'  right  nought ; 
and  eche  of  you,  whan  he  went  fro  me,  ye  were  right  wele  apaied'. 
H  Aftir  you  come  poore  men  and  symple,  and  asked'  of  me  some 
goodes,  aftir  the  vertu  of  the  ^crie.  and  I  had'  no  thynge  to  yeve 
hem.  before  I  yave  aH  to  you,  out  take  the  lordshippe  that  I  held' 
in  my  hancJ ;  and  whan  the  poore  men  cried'  on  me,  I  had'  no  thyng 

'  leaf  47,  back. 
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hym  &  seyde,  "  We  Are  come  late,  &  made  lordes  of  ofer."  Whan 
fis  was  seyde  fei  Avent  home  a-gayn  /  The  riche  men  &  Jje  grete 
herd  pis  &  were  gretely  styrid  -with  in  hejJi-self*,  &  made  a  comyn 
p«?-lament  w/t/i  in  hem-self  &  seyde  to-geder,  "  Alas  !  how  is  it 
ministrid  to  vs?  f>ei  |;at  were  wont  to  be  charlys  &  seruauntes  in  aH 
]}ing*  now  Are  made  our  lorde[s],  Go  we  aH  A-none  to  Ipe.  Empero«/r 
to-gede?-,  &  be-Jjink  vs  on  some  remedy."  fei  seyde  aH,  "  It  is  a 
good  counceiH  "  /  Anone  pel  went  &  seyde  to  Ipe  Empe?'oi/?-  /  "  Sir, 
how  is  it  ])at  our  seruauntes  now  are  made  our  lordes  ]  We  pray 
yow  J)at  it  be  not  so  "  /  The  Emperowr  seide,  "  Frendes,  I  do  yow 
no  wrongs  /  Was  not  })e  cry  made  comyii  ^pat  what  so  eue/-  ye  askyd 
ye  sholde  haue,  and  ye  askyd  but  landes  &  tenement-^  &  dignites  & 
worshippis,  &  aH  I  gnamt  yow  at  jou7-  wiH,  In  so  mych  Ipat  to 
my-self  I  helde  right  noght,  &  eche  of  yow  whan  ye  went  fro  me 
were  right  gladde.  After  yow  come  pore  men  &  simple  &  askyd  of 
me  some  goodes  after  Jje  vertu  of  );e  crye  /  And  I  had  no  J»ing  for  to 

'  leaf23G. 
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forto  yeve  hem  but  lordshippe  above  you.  and  tberfore  ye  ougbt  not  to 
blame  me  in  no  tliyng,  for  that  ye  asked',  ye  had'."  IT  Than  seid'  thei, 
"  A  !  lord',  we  pray  the  effectually  of  youre'^  counsaile  in  this  parte, 
and  help."  IT  The  Empe^-our  said',  "  yf  ye  wille  assent  to  my  counsaile, 
I  shaH:  yeve  you  a  pyophitable  counsaile."  Thei  said',  "  ye,  lord',  we 
are  red}"  to  fultille  what  so  ever  ye  say  to  vs  for  our  profite."  ^T  The 
Empe?'our  said',  "  ye  have  by  me  many  londes  and  tenementes,  with 
other  goodes  I-now  habundauntly ;  Therfore  parteth.  with  the  poore." 
and  so  gladly  they  did',  and  devided'  her  goodes  amonge  poore  men 
and  symple  ;  and  so  he  graunted'  hem^  lordshippe.  and  so  bothe  were 
paid' ;  and  the  Emperour  was  praised'  of  aH:  his  peple,  that  so  wisely 
brought  to  accord'  bothe  the  parties. 

^  Declaracio.  H  This  Emperour  is  our  lord'  lesn  crist,  that  by  his 
prophetes,  patriarkes,  and  appostels  made  to  be  p?*oclamed',  that  aH 
men  shuld'  come  and  aske  ever  lastyng  ioye,  and  with  outen  doute 
thei  shuld'  have  it.  H  But  grete  men  and  mighty  of  this  work? 
askeii)  no  thyng  els  but  transitorie  thynges  and  failyng,  as  are  worldly 
goodes ;  for  the  world'  passeth,  and  his  concupiscence,  for  he  gaf* 
to  hem  so  mekeH,  that  he  kept  no  thjmg  to  hym  self* ;  for  he  said', 
briddes  of  lieven)  have  nestes,  foxes  have  dennes,  but  the  sone  of 
a  maide  hath  not  wherto  he  may  lay  his  hede.  IT  Poore  men  are  tho 
that  are  meke  of  hert ;  ^  Of  whiche  poore  men  speketh  our'  saviour, 
and  seith,  ^  Blissed'  be  the  poore  of  sprite,  for  enheriters  of  the 
kyngdom)  of  heven.     and  so  it  foloweth,  that  poore  men  shaH  have 

•   MS.  one.  "^  MS.  hym. 
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gene  hem  but  lordship  aboue  yow  /  &  ferfor  ye  ow  not  to  blame  me 
noting,  for  J>at  ye  askyd  ye  had  "  /  fan  J>ei  seyde,  "  A,  lorde  /  We 
pray  ^e  of  counceiH  &  of  helpe  in  ))is  parte."  The  Empe?'o?<r  seyde, 
"  if  ye  wole  Assent  to  my  co'/nceiH,  I  sliaH  gene  yow  A  profitable 
counceiH.  ])ei  seyde,  "  ye,  lorde,  we  Ar*  redy  to  fulfiH  what  so  euer 
Jiou  seyst  to  vs  for  our  profit "  /  The  Empero?/r  seide,  "  ye  hane  of 
me  landcs  &  ti;i\emeni^  with  oper  goodes  y-nogh  Abundauntly ;  fierfnr 
pavtith  with  ]>e  pore,"  &  so  gladly  pei  dyd  &  dyuydyd  her  goodes 
a-mong  pore  men  &  simple,  &  so  he  grauntyd'  hem  lordship.  And 
so  bothe  were  paid,  &  the  Emperoa/r  gretly  preysyd  of  aH  his  peple 
Ipat  so  wysely  liad  made  a-corde  with  Iwjje  p'O-ties. 
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lordsliippe  aboue  riclie  men  and  myghty  of  this  world'.  What  is  than 
forto  do  riche  men  1  forsothe  that  thei  divide  her  temporal!  goodes 
to  poore  men ;  as  it  is  written),  IT  yeve  almesse,  and  aH  jjyng  shaH  be 
clene  to  you.  and  so  ye  may  gete  half*  the  kyngdom)  of  heven) ;  to 
the  whiche  brynge  vs  he  that  reigneth  with  outen)  ende  !     Amen). 

[  XXXIV.  ] 

(of  the   dowries  which   an   emperor  gave   to   his   two    DAUGHTERS.) 

Omyciane  reigned'  in  the  Citee  of  Eome,  that  was  a  wise  man, 
and  had'  many  possessions.  This  Empe?'0ur  had  ij.  doughtirs, 
one  faire,  a  nother*  ^blak^.  IT  he  did'  crie  thurgh  his  Empire, 
that  who  so  wold'  wedde  his  faire  dough tir,  shuld'  no  thyng  haue 
with  her  but  her  fairenesse ;  And  who  so  wold?  his  blak*  doughtir  to 
wyf,  shuld'  have  aH  his  Empire  with  her,  after  his  dissease.  IT  And 
whan  the  crie  was  made,  moehe  peple  come  to  the  Emperours  paleys, 
and  asked'  the  faire  doughtir  to  wyi^.  The  Emperoiu?  said',  "  ye  wote 
not  what  ye  aske.  For,  by  the  crowne  of  my  hede,  ye  shuH:  nought 
have  with  my  doughtir  that  is  faire  but  only  her  fairenesse ;  yf  ye 
desire  fe  other  doughtir,  I  shalle  yeve  aH  my  Empire  with  her, 
after  my  dissease."  H  The  grete  men,  whan  thei  herd?  this,  thei 
wold'  not  assente  to  his  saiyng.  ^  Whan  the  Empe?'Our  herd'  this, 
he  said'  to  hem,  ''  Frendes,  ye  are  many ;  and  yf  I  graunted'  my  faire 

'  leaf  47. 
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27. 

Domiciane  regned  in  fe  Cite  of  Eome  J»at  was  A  wise  ma??,  & 
his  pocession  was  myche.  This  'Em^erour  had  .ij.  doghters, 
on  fayre,  a-nojjer  blak  :  he  did  crye  fiorogh  his  Empire  ftat  who  so 
wold'  wedde  his  fayre  doghti"?'  sholde  haue  no  J?yng  but  her  fayrenes, 
&  who  so  wold  liaue  J>e  blali:'  doghtr^?*  to  wyf*  shold'  haue  aH  his 
Empire  afte?"  his  dissece  /  And  whan  pe  cry  was  made  mych  peple 
come  to  Jje  pales  &  askyd  })e  fayre  doghtur  to  wyf*.  The  Empe7'o?/r 
seyde,  "ye  wote  not  what  ye  aske,  for  by  f'e  crowne  of  myn  hede,  yo 
shuH  haue  wiXh  w\y  fayre  doghtc?'  but  aH  only  her  fayrenesse,  but  if 
ye  desyre  ]iai  ojjer  I  shaH  geue  yow  aH  myn  Empire  after  my  decece. 
Tlie  grete  men  whan  jjei  herd'  ))is  fiei  wolde  not  Assent  to  his  sayeng^  / 
Whan  jje  Emp^'ro?;?-  herd  fiis  he  seyde  to  hem  /  "Frendes,  ye  are 
niony,  &  if  I  grauntyd  my  fayre  doghte?"  to  one  of  yow  &  not  anofer  / 
gesta.  23 
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dougliLir  to  one  of  you,  and  not  to  another,  there  shuld'  be  betwixe 
you  stryf^  and  debate.  Therfore  gothe,  and  make  a  turnement 
amonge  you  for  her  love,  and  he  shaH  have  the  victorie,  shaH  haue 
her  to  "wyf."  ^  Thei  herde  this,  and  were  glad ;  and  wenten)  and 
maden)  not  only  a  turnement  but  a  bataile,  for  the  maidens  love  ; 
Avherfore  many  were  dede  in  the  bataile,  but  one  had  the  victorie, 
and  wedded'  the  maiden).  ^  whan  the  second'  doughtir,  that  was 
blat,  sawe  that  her  sustir  w^as  wedded'  with  so  mekeH;  myrthe  and 
gladnesse,  she  sorowed'  mekeH,  and  every  day  wept  bitterly.  IT  whau 
the  Emperour  herd'  this,  he  came  to  his  doughtir,  and  said,  "  0  !  my 
my  dere  doughtir,  for  what  thyng  is  thi  soule  turmented'  % "  She 
said',  IF  ''  0  !  my  reverent  fadir,  it  is  no  Avondir  that  I  thus  sorow, 
for  my  sustir  is  married'  with  so  grete  worshippe  and  gladnesse,  and 
aH  that  shatt  see  me,  shaH  hate  my  felishippe ;  and  therfore  Avhat  is 
best  to  be  done,  vtterly  I  wote  never."  IT  The  Empe^-our  said',  "  o  ! 
my  dere  doughtir,  aH  that  is  myu)  is  thyn),  And  thou  knowest  wele, 
that  he  that  hathe  wedded'  thi  sustir,^  hath  no  thynge  with  her 
but  her  fairenesse ;  II  And  therfore  I  shaH  do  crie  by  kyngdomes 
and  castels,  that  who  so  Aville  wedde  the,  I  shaH  make  hym  a  lettre 
vndre  my  seale,  that  after  my  dissease  he  shaH  have  my  Empire." 

'  MS.  douarhtcr. 
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fat  shold'  be  by-twix  you  stryf*  &  debate  /  Jierfor  gothe  and  make  A 
turnament  A-mong^  yow  for  her  love,  &  he  )j«t  hath  \q  victory  shaH 
haue  her  to  wyf* "  /  fei  herde  \ih  &  were  right  glad,  &  made  not  only 
A  turnament  but  a  bataile  for  pe  maydes  lone.  ^Wlierefor  in  \q 
bataile  meny  were  dede  but  one  had  ]je  victory  &  wedded  ]?e  mayde  / 
Whan  fe  second  doughtur  Jiat  was  blak^  herd  pat  liii-'  sustyr  was 
weddyd  \fiih  myrthe  &  gladnes  she  sorowyd  mych  &  euery  day 
wept  /  whan  J)e  Emperow/-  herde  J>is  he  come  to  his  doughter  &  seyde, 
"  0  my  dere  doughte?-,  for  what  ping  is  pi  soule  turmentyd  "i "  /  She 
seyde,  "  0  my  reuerent  iadei;  it  is  no  wond'/r  fat  I  thus  make  sorowe 
for  my  suster  ^s  marled  with  grete  worship  &  gladnes,  &  aH  pat 
shuH  se  me  shuH  hate  my  felawship,  &  perfor  what  is  best  to  do 
vtterly  I  note."  The  Empero?<r  seyde,  "  0  my  dere  doughter,  aH  pat 
is  myu  is  pin  /  &  pou  knowest  wele  he  pat  hathe  weddyd  pi  suster 
hath  no  ping^  with  her  but  hei-"  fayrenes  /  &  perfor  I  shaH  do  cry  by 
kyndomes  &  castels  pat  whoso  wiH  wedde  pe  T  shaH  make  hym  A 

'  leaf  236,  back. 
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"Wlian  slie  herd'  this,  she  "was  comforteil'.  ^  And  whan  the  crie  was 
made,  of  a  pe?-sone  of  the  Emperours,  there  come  a  gentile  knj^ght 
that  hight  laiubert,  and  asked'  of  the  Empe?'our  his  blak*  doughtir  to 
wyf";  and  he  graunted'  hym,  with  her  grete  ioye,  and  he  Avedded' 
her.     And  whan  the  Emperoui'  was  dede,  he  was  ^made  Empe?'our. 

^  Declaracio.  Frendes,  this  Emperour  is  our  lord'  Ihesu.  crist, 
that  hathe  .ij.  doughtirs,  one  faire,  that  is,  the  worlde,  the  wliiche  is 
fuH;  faire  to  many  a  man,  and  the  other  doughtir  blat,  that  is, 
poverte  or  tiibulacioiD,  that  few  men  desiren  for  to  wedde.  I^ever- 
thelesse  a  comon)  crie  is  made,  by  holy  scripture,  that  in  the  world' 
thou  shalt  no  thyng  have  but  her  fairenesse,  that  is,  the  vanyte  of 
the  world',  that  sone  passeth  away,  as  the  fairenesse  of  man.  IT  But 
thei  that  take  wilfuH:  poverte  and  tribulaciou),  for  the  love  of  Ihesn 
crist,  withouten)  doute  thei  shaft  have  the  kjaigdoru)  of  heveu) ;  as 
cri.st  saith,  H  ye  that  have  forsake  all  thyng,  and  haue  folowetl'  me, 
ye  shaH:  have  an  hundred'  fold'  more,  and  ever  lastyng  blisse  therto. 
l>Iany  noble  men  and  grete,  in  a  passjoig  nombre,  come  for  the  first 
faire  doughtir,  that  is,  for  the  world',  and  with  labour  sechen  it,  and 
sometyme  fighten)  by  Ion  1'  and  watir,  that  is,  -whan  thei  putteu)  aH 
her  studie  in  worldly  thynges ;  so  that  for  the  world'  many  a  man  is 
dede,  with  outen  nombre.  for  alle  that  is  in  the  world'  either  it  is 
pride  of  lyf^,  or  concupiscance  of  eyen),  or  concupiscence  of  flessS,  for 
aH  the  world'  is  but  in  wikkednesse.  but  he  that  weddid'  the  faire 
doughtir,  for  sothe  is  he,  that  with  aH  his  desire  and  assent  strengthith 
hym  for  to  wedde  the  world',  and  in  no  manor  wolle  leve  it,  as  the 
Avarous  man,  and  covetous  man.  IT  But  he  that  weddeth  the  blab 
doughtir,  is  a  good'  cristen  man,  tliat  for  the  love  of  the  kyngdoni)  of 
heveu)  leveth  aH  worldly  thynges,  and  dispiseth  hym  self  bodely, 

'  leaf  48,  back. 
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letter  \Tide;'  my  sele  fot  after  my  decece  he  shaH  haue  aH  myn 
Empire  "  /  Whan  she  hard  J^is  she  was  comfortyd'  /  And  whaii  )je 
crye  was  made  of  a  persone  of  Jje  Empero/vrs  /  Ther  come  A  gentiH 
knyght,  fat  hyght  Lamberte,  &  askyd  oT  ]je  Emperoz/r  his  blak 
doughtur  to  wyf',  &  he  g?-rtuntyd'  hym,  &  wiih  grete  loy  he  weddyd 
hei''  /  &  whan  )je  EmptTowr  was  dede  hv'  was  made  Empero?^?-. 
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and  obeyeth  to  his  souej'ayns  in  aSH  thynges.  forsotlie  suclie  one 
shall  have  the  Empire  of  the  kyngdoni)  of  hevei])  j  to  the  whiche 
hiyng  vs  Ihesu  crist !     Amen. 

[  XXXV.  ] 

(how  a   poor   man    by    solving    THREE    DIFFICULTIES    OBTAINED    AN 

emperor's  daughter  in  marriage.) 

Antonyus  in  the  Citee  of  Eome  reigned',  a  man  right  wise,  that 
had'  a  faire  doughtir,  that  hight  lerahelle,  and  was  desirecJ 
of  many.  Neverthelesse  she  made  a  vowe  to  gocB,  that  she 
shuld'  never  take  husbond',  but  yf  he  myght  do  .iij.  thynges,  IT  That 
is,  [f  yrst]  to  chaimge  the  wynde  fro  the  Northe  in  to  the  Est,  whan  her 
fadir  woLK  The  second'  was,  to  mete  aft  the  Elementes,  as  vnto  the 
brede  and  lengthe,  and  how  many  fete  aH  the  Elementes  conteynetf. 
•fT  The  thirde  was,  that  he  shuld'  here  fire  in  his  bosom),  by  the  bare 
flessfi,  with  out  brennyng  ^of  his  flessh.  many  grete  men,  whan 
thei  had'  herd'  her  vowe,  they  wold'  not  besy  hem  for  to  have  her ; 
and  so  she  dwelled'  many  yeres  in  her  maydenhode.  H  There  was 
that  tyme  in  ferre  countrees  a  gentile  knyght,  Avhose  name  was 
Plebeus,^  that  on  a  tyme  as  he  lay  in  his  bedde,  he  thought  with  in 
113ml  self*,  "  I  am  but  a  poore  knyglit ;  yf  I  myght  by  any  mean 
'  leaf  49.  ^  MS.  Plebus. 
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28. 

r  A  Intonius  in  J)e  Cite  of  Eome  regned,  a  man  right  wyse,  Jjat 
[i\  j  had  a  fayre  doghtur  fiat  hight  lerahelle,  &  was  desyryd  of 
many.  ISTeu^TJ^eles  she  made  a- vowe  to  god  pat  she  wolde  neue?*  take 
husband'  /  but  he  myght  do  .iij.  j^ingys  /  Jjat  is,  to  change  f>e  wynd' 
fro  J)e  northe  in  to  J)e  est  "Whan  Jje  iader  wolde.  The  second  Avas, 
to  mete  alt  pe  elementf^.  As  vn-to  \e  brede  &  ]e[u]gtlie,  &  how  meny 
fete  \q  elementes  co?2.teynyd'  /  The  .iij.  is  he  shold'  here  fir"  in  his 
bosom  by  Jje  bare  flesshe  w/tA  out  brynnyng*  of  his  flesshe  //  Many 
grete  men  whan  fiei  herd  hei'*  a-vowe  J?ei  wold'  not  byse  hem  for  to 
haue  hii-",  &  so  she  dwellyd'  many  wyntris  in  liii-'  maydyii-hoode  / 
Ther  was  \ai  tyme  in  ferre  contres  a  gentiH  knyght,  whos  name  was 
plebeus,  \ai  on  a  tyme  as  he  lay  in  his  bedde  he  fiought  AVit7<-in 
hym-self,  "  I  am  A  pore  knyght ;  If  I  myght  by  eny  wey  haue  ])e 
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have  the  Empe?-ours  donghtir,  I  sliuld'  not  aH:  only  he  promoted  to 
richesse,  hut  also  aH  my  kynrede."  than  he  went  to  the  Emp^ronrs 
paleys,  and  knokked'  at  the  gate.  The  porter  asked,  win  he  knokked  ] 
IT  he  said,  "  I  am  a  knyglit  of  ferre  countre,  and  pleheus  is  my 
name ;  and  I  am  come  for  to  have  the  Empej'onrs  donghtir  to  "wyf*." 
The  porter  said',  "  have  kepyng*  of  thi  self*,  and  wete  wele,  that  no 
man  shaH  have  the  donghtir  of  my  lord  hut  yf  he  do  .iij.  thynges. 
IT  One  is,  that  he  chaunge  the  wj'nde ;  mete  the  Elementes ;  and 
here  fire  in  his  hosom)  with  out  hnrtyng ;  and  he  that  putteth  hyni 
to  tliise  thynges,  and  faileth,  he  shaH  lose  his  hede."  The  knyght 
said',  "hefore  I  come  hedir  I  herde  this  processe,  hut  with  outeii) 
doute  I  shaH  fulfille  the  peticion)  of  the  maiden)."  IT  Whan  the 
porter  herd'  this,  he  lette  hym  entre  ;  and  [he]  come,  and  stode  hefore 
the  Emperour,  and  asked  the  maiden)  to  wyf*.  The  Empe?'our  sairl*, 
"  Yf  thou  wilte  fulfille  the  peticion)  of  my  donghtir,  thou  slialt  have 
her  to  wyf*."  he  said',  "sir,  I  am  redy  to  fulfille  [hem.]  iij.  thynges 
there  he  that  your  dough ter  wold'  have  fulfilled'.  The  first  is,  to 
chaimge  the  wynde  fi-o  ])e  northe  into  the  Est ;  lo  !  I  am  redy  for  to 
p?'ove  that."  The  knyght  had'  an  horse,  that  was  wode ;  and  yaf 
hym  a  drynt,  hy  vertu  of  the  whiche  drynk*  he  was  delyuered'  of 
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Empp?*o«;*s  doghte?*,  T  shold  not  aH  only  he  promotyd  to  riches,  hut 
also  aH  my  kynred'"  /  Than  he  went  to  jje  Emperoz/rs  pales  & 
knokkyd  at  jje  gate  /  The  porter  askyd  whi  he  knokkyd' ;  he  sej'de, 
"  I  am  a  knyght  of  ferre  centres,  plehius  is  my  name  /  1  come  for  ^  to 
haue  ])e  Euipero^rs  doughtur  to  wyf "  /  The  porter  seyde,  "  haue 
kepyng^  of  ))i-self',  &  wite  wele  per  shaH  no  man  haue  fe  doughtr-r 
of  my  lurde,  hut  if  he  do  .iij.  {binges  /  On)  is  to  change  jje  wynde  / 
mete  fe  Elfmente*"  /  &  here  fyre  in  liis  hosom  w/t7<-out  hurting^,  & 
he  ])at  puttyth  hym  to  do  pes  .iij.  pinges  &  f.iylyth  he  shaH  he  put 
of* "'  /  The  knyght  seyde,  "  by-fore  I  com  heder  I  herd  pis  processe, 
hut  wi't/i-out  dout  I  shaH  fulfiH  pe  peticion  of  pe  mayde"  //  Whan 
pe  porter  herd  pis  he  lete  hym  enti'',  &  [he]  come  Sz  stode  by-fore  pe 
Empero«r,  &  askyd  pe  mayde  to  wyf*  /  "  If  pou  fulfiH  pe  peticion  of 
my  doughter,  pou  shalt  haue  her  to  wyf  "  /  he  seyde,  "  syr,  I  am  redy 
to  fulfiH  hem  //  .iij.  pingis  per  be  p'vt  your  doughtur  wold'  haue 
fulfilled'  /  The  first  is,  to  change  pe  wynde  fro  pe  northe  iu-to  pe 
este  /  lo  !  I  am  redy  for  to  prone  pat "  /  The  knyght  had  an  hors  p'/t 

'  leaf  237. 
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his  woodnesse.  H  Whan  this  was  done,  he  put  his  hede  towarcf  the 
Est,  and'  said,  "  sir,  behold  the  wynde  is  turned  from  the  ISTorthe 
into  the  Est."  The  Empeyour  said,  "  what  is  that  to  chaunge  the 
wynde  1 "  he  said,  "  yis,  sir,  what  is  the  lyf  of  man  or  of  any  best 
but  a  h'teH  wynde  1  for  as  longe  as  myn)  horse  was  wood,  so  longe  it 
was  in  the  norths,  for  ali  evels  cometh  out  of  the  Korthe.  I  yaf* 
hyni  a  drynke,  that  his  woodnesse  shuld  cease,  and  now  he  hathe 
his  hede  in  the  Est,  and  is  redy  forto  here  alle  burthons.  and  so 
the  wynde  is  chaunged  fro  the  northe  in  to  the  Est."  H  The 
Emperour  said,  "forsothe  thou  hast  wele  proved  the  first  peticion) ; 
lette  vs  now  se ;  for  the  second  peticion)  is  this,  forto  mete  the  .iiij. 
Elementes,  after  alie  her  divisions."  IT  "  Se  now,  that  I  shall  clerely 
prove  it."  Anoii)  ^he  made  his  Squyer  to  light  dowii)on  the  ground, 
and  he  beganne  to  mete  fro  the  hede  A^nto  the  fete,  the  length  and 
the  brede,  and  the  depnesse.  whan  this  was  don),  he  said  to  pe 
Eraperour,  5F  "  Sir,  leva  me,  there  are  not  .vij.  fete  and  an  half*  fully 
in  length  of  the  elementes  all,  and  so  many  in  brede."  what  is  that 
to  fe  .iiij.  elemente-s?"  said  j^e  Empi^rour.  IT  The  knyght  said,  "sir, 
it  is  wele  know  to  you,  that  in  man  is  .iiij.  Elementes ;  and  sithe  I 

'  leaf  49,  back. 
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was  woode,  &  gaf  hym  a  drynke  by  ve?'tu  of  fe  which  drynke  he 
was  delyue?-d  of  his  wodnes  /  Whan  Jjis  was  done  he  put  his  hede 
toward  Jie  Este  and  seyde  /  "  behold  !  for  ])e  wynd  is  fro  jje  norjie 
in-to  ]?e  Este  "  /  The  Emperoz^r  seyde,  "  what  is  ))is  to  cliangyng*  of 
the  wyndl"  /  he  seyde,  "yes,  syr.  What  is  ))e  lyf*  of  man  or  best 
but  a  lytiH  wynd  1  As  long  As  myn  hors  was  wode  so  long*  it  was 
in  \i(i  northe,  for  aH  euyH  comyth  out  of  fie  nor]?e  /  I  gaf  hym  a 
drynke  pat  his  woodnes  sliold  cese,  &  now  he  hatlie  his  hede  in-to  })e 
Este,  &  is  redy  to  bere  aH  byrthens,  &  so  fe  wynd  is  chaugyd  fro 
)?e  northe  in-to  )je  Este"  /  The  Emp^^rowr  seyde,  "forsojje,  Jjou  hast 
Arele  prouyd  jje  lirste  peticion,  let  vs  now  se  for  fie  second  peticion  is 
Jjis  for  to  mete  aH  ])e  elcme??tes  after  aH  her  deuysons"  /  "  Se  now,  I 
shaH  cle[r]ly  proue  it."  /  Anone  he  made  his  scpiyer  to  lye  doun  on 
]>Q  grownd,  &  he  bygan  to  mete  fro  Jje  hede  vn-[to  ]?e  fete]  fe  lengthe, 
Jie  depnes.  Avhan  ))is  was  done  he  seyde  to  fe  Emprjrov/r  /  "  Sir, 
leue  me,  J)ei  are  not  .vij.  fete  &  an  half^  fully  in  Jje  lengthe  of  fe 
Elementes,  &  also  many  in  brede "  /  "  what  is  fis  to  |)e  .iiij. 
Elementes  1    seyde  J?e  Emperowr  /  The  kiiyglit  seyde  /  "Syr,  it  i.s 
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have  moteii)  the  niembres  of  my  squyers  body,  so  I  have  the 
Elementes ;  and  so,  as  me  semeth,  is  assoiled'  the  second^  peticiou)." 
%  The  Empe/-our  said',  "  forsothe,  right  wele  thou  hast  j^roved'  it ; 
go  now  to  the  thirde  peticion)."  the  knyght  said',  "I  am  redy  to 
fulfille  aH  your  wille."  IT  Anoii)  he  toke  a  brennyng  cole,  and  .iij. 
daies  he  bare  it  in  his  bosom),  Avith  out  brennyng  or  hurtyng  of  his 
flessh.  II  This  saw  the  Empe^'our,  and  saide,  "  Say  me,  frende,  how 
may  this  be,  for  the  other  .ij.  clerly  I  sey,  but  hoAV  it  may  be  of  the 
lire,  vLterly  I  wote  never."  ^  he  saic^,  "sir,  my  modir  yaf  me  a 
precious  stone,  by  vertu  of  fe  which  the  fire  may  not  noye  me."  the 
Emperour  heryng  this,  was  gretly  glad',  and  said',  "  for  sothe,  wisely 
thou  hast  fulfilled'  the  peticions  of  my  douj,htir,  and  therfore  thou 
shalt  have  her  to  wyf*."  and  anon)  the  Emperour  made  a  crie,  that 
att  shold'  come  to  the  weddyng.  and  many  come,  and  the  weddyng 
was  celebrate  with  grete  ioye ;  and  so  bothe  thei  ledden)  and  livecP 
in  pease,  and  yelded'  her  soules  to  god'. 

H  Declaracio.  ^  Dere  frendes,  this  Empej-our'  is  our  lord'  Ihesu 
crist.  the  faire  and  the  glorious  doughtir,  that  made  the  vowe,  for 
sotlie  it  is  tlie  grace  of  [the]  hevenly  kyng[dome],  that  no  man  may 
haue  but  yf  he  do  .iij.  thynges.  U  The  first  is,  to  chaunge  the  wynde 
fro  the  north  into  the  Est,  that  is  forto  sey,  to  chaunge  his  lyf*  fro 
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wele  knowe  to  you  \at  in  A  man  are  .iiij.  Elemented,  and  seth  I 
haue  mote  })e  membres  of  my  squyers  body,  so  haue  I  |?e  Elemente,^, 
&  so,  As  me  semyth,  is  a-soylyd  J)e  second  peticion."  The  Empcvo??;- 
seyde,  "  foisoj^e  /  Eight  wele  ]?ou  hast  p?'ouyd  it.  /  Go  now  to  jje  .iij. 
1  peticion"  /  The  knyght  seyde,  "I  am  redy  to  fuH  fiH  your  wyH  "  / 
Anone  he  toke  a  brenneng^  cole  &  .iij.  dayes  bare  it  in  his  bosom 
w^t^-out  hurting  of  his  flesshe  /  This  sawe  pe  Empcro?//',  &  seyde  / 
"  Sny  me,  frende,  how  pis  may  be,  for  \q  top^r  .ij.  clerly  I  sye,  but 
how  it  may  be  of  Jje  fyre  vtteyiy  I  not"  /  he  seyde,  "  Syr,  my  moder 
gaf*  me  a  p?'ecious  stone  by  A^ertu  of  Jje  whiche  pe  fyre  may  not  noye 
me "  /  This  Emprro^o-  heryng^  pis  was  gladde  gretely  &  seyde, 
"  forsope,  wysely  pou  hast  fulfilled  pe  peticions  of  my  doughte;-  Sz 
J)e/'for  \iovl  shalt  haue  her  to  wj'f* "  /  And  Anone  )je  Empe/'o???*  made 
a  cry  pat  aH  sholde  come  to  pe  weddyng^  &  many  come  &  pe  weddyng-* 
was  celebrate  wiili  grete  loy,  &  so  bothe  lyued  in  pees,  &  yeldyd  her 
soules  to  god. 

'  leaf  2:!7,  back. 
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wikked?  into  good',  and  that  is  to  chaunge  the  wynde ;  as  Job  saitB, 
IF  My  lif  is  a  wynde.  The  second'  is  to  mete  the  elemented.  This 
metyng  is  nought  els  but  the  way  of  contricion)  and  confession),  and 
forto  se  and  mete,  what  and  how  mekeH  thou  hast  trespassed'  ayenst 
god'.  IT  The  squyer,  that  lay  on  the  erthe,  for  sothe  is  tin  body,  that 
oweth  to  be  meke  to  the  spirite,  as  ofte  as  he  wille  mete  it  by  way 
of  penaimce;  and  so  thou  shalt  fynd'  .iv.^  fete,  that  is,  the  Fadir,  the 
sone,  and  J)e  holy  gost,  and  aH  seyntes  to  thi^  plesaunce,  after  thou 
hast  moteu)  thi  way  by  penaunce ;  for  it  is  a  more  ^fressh  ioye  of  oo 
synner  that  doth  penaunce  for  his  synne,  than  of  many  other  that 
nede  no  jjenaunce.  the  .iij.  is  to  here  fire.  This  fire  is  goddes  grace, 
that  saveth  man  from  brenijyng  of  synne  3  for  whi  ?  oure  modir, 
holy  chirche,  yaf*  vs  a  stone,  that  is,  cristendoni),  by  vertu  of  the 
Avliiche  we  shall  have  the  faire  glorious  maiden),  that  is,  ever  lastyng 
lyf*.  to  the  which  brjaig  vs  that  noble  and  blissed'  Emperour  Jhesu 
crist !     Amen. 

[  XXXVIL*     leaf  54.  ] 

(of    THE    SAYINGS    OF    POUR   WISE    MEN.) 

This  is  redde  in  the  Cronycles  of  Eome,  that  in  the  tyme  of 

Antynyane,  the  Empe?'om',  in  the  Citee  of  Eome  befille  a  grete 

pestilence  of  men  and  bestes,  and  grete  hungre  in  aH  the  Empire. 

The    comons   risen)  agayn)   her   lordes,   and  agayn)  her   Emperour. 

*[[  The  Emperour  desired'  to  wete  the  cause  of  the  tribulacions  and 

diseases,  and  disposed'  '^hym  forto  putte  a  remedie  agayn)  the  forsaid' 

disease,     he  called'  to  hym  .iiij.  wise  Philisephers,  forto  shew  hym 

the  cause  of  the  grete  vengeauuce  ;  IT  Of  the  whiche  philisephers  the 

first  said'  thus, 

"git'te  is  domesinan, 
and  gile  is  chapinaa  ; 

H  The  secom't  said', 

'•  witte  is  turnede  to  trechery, 
and  love  iuto  lechery  ; 

H  The  thirde  said', 

"  wise  men  are  but  scornede, 
and  Wedowes  be  sore  yernede  ; 
IT  The  fourthe  said',  mysloved.." 

"lordes  wexen  blyude, 
and  kynnesmen  beu  vukj'nde  ; 

'   US.  vij.  -  MS.  the.  '  leaf  50.  ■*  leaf  54,  back 


the  grete  hold^^  no  laws, 

and  seruauntes  have  none  awe." 


the  holy  day  into  Glotonye, 
and  geutrie  into  vilanye." 

grete  men  are  but  gloseds, 

and  smale  men  borne  downe  and 


dethe  out  of  mynde, 

and  trewthe  may  no  man  fj^nde." 


M' 
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[  XXXIX.  leaf  55.  ] 
(ho"W  a  painter  depicted  a  most  beautiful  lady.) 

"Amertynus  in  the  Cite  of  rome  reignecf,  a  wise  man),  in  whose 
Empire  was  a  woman  right  fayre,  whos  name  was  Facondia, 
that  to  mannys  Eye  was  right  gentiH:  and'  louesome ;  for 
Avhos  fayrenesse  comyh)  tlire  kynges,  and'  woed'  here,  fro  ferre  con- 
trees,  and  of  ail  thre  she  was  defouled ;  And  in  the  Ende  for  here 
loue  was  begoii  bataylle,  and  mych  blode  was  shedde,  and  many 
were  dede  in  bataylle.  The  grete  men  and  the  wise  herdyn)  this, 
and  aH:  with  oute  contradiccioii)  comyh)  to  pe  Empe?'OM/',  and  sayden, 
"sir,  but  if  remedie  sone  be  putte,  we  shaB:  aH  perishe."  The 
EmperoMr  saide,  "  telle  me  the  Cause  why  1 "  they  saydyn),  "  there 
is  a  woman),  in  yotir  Empire,  whose  name  is  Facondia,  of  so  grete 
fayrenesse,  that  for  hire  fayrenesse  is  be-gon)  grete  bataylle  iu^  the 
peple,  and  mych  blode  is  spilte,  and  many  men)  are  slayne."  The 
Empero«?',  when)  he  herde  this,  he  called  to  hym)  a  messyngere,  and 
saide,  "go  swithe,  with  my  letters  sealed  with  my  ryng^,  to  this 
woman),  for  whome  is  aH  this  debate  and  striffe,  and  bryng^  here  to 
me.  she  shali  abide  in  my  felawship,  that  the  bataylle  be  no 
lengere  kepte."  The  messynger,  when  he  had  herde  this,  he  bowed 
his  hede  to  the  Emperozw,  and  saide,  "  I  am)  redie  in  aH  thing'  to 
f  ulfiH  youre  '\\alle."  and  wente  forthe  a-none ;  and  or  he  come  to 
the  woman  Facondia,  she  was  dede.  the  messyngere  wente  agayne, 
shewyng'  to  the  Empe?-o»/-  that  she  was  dede.  This  herde  the 
Empe?-o?<r,  and  was  right  sorie,  and  saide,  "  wolde  god  fat  I  had 
sene  hire  fayrenesse,  for  the  which  many  were  slayne  in  bataylle  !  " 
The  'Em-perour  wolde  fayne  come  to  the  knowyng*  of  hire  fayrenesse, 
and  Called  to  hym  a  messynge?',  and  seide,  "go  aboute  aH  myn 
Empire,  and  bryug*  to  me  at  a  certeyne  day  aH  tbe  peyntours."  The 
messynger  wente,  and  come  agayne  atte  day,  and  brought  the 
peyntours  with  hym.  And  when  the  Empe?"OM?'  sawe  hem,  he  saide, 
"  frendes,  this  is  the  cause  why  ye  are  gadered  be-fore  me.  is  it 
ought  knowen  to  yoa,  that  a  woman),  whos  name  was  Facondia,  was 
in  myn  Empire,  in  so  grete  a  fayrenesse,  that  for  hire  fayrenesse 
'  ande,  MS.  '^  leaf  55,  back. 
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and?  loue  many  were  clede  in  bataylle  1     And'  when  I  herde  this,  I 
sente  to  hire  a  messynger,  but  or  the  messynge/-  come  to  hire   she 
was  dede.     Therfore,  with  aH  jour  sleight  and.'  Crafte  amonge  you, 
gothe,   and'   peynteth   an  ymage  of  hire,  to  aU  hire  likenesse   and' 
fayrenesse,  that  I  may  he-holde  hire  fayrenesse,  why  so  many  were 
slayne  for  liire  fayrenesse  and'  loue."     The  peyntours  saydyn)  alt  to- 
gedre,  "  ye  aske  of  vs  an  harde  thing",  for  there  was  in  hire  so  grete 
a  fayrenesse,  that  no  tonge  may  it  shewe  ne  herte  thinke ;  therfore  it 
is  f  iiH  harde  to  vs  to  purtray  such  an  Image,     newer  the  lese  there  is 
in  jou)'  empire  a  peyntoure,  comyn)  of  noble  kynrede,  that  gretly 
j)assitli  vs  in  sotilte  ;  if*  he  were  here,  he  shuld'  fullfiH  joiw  wiH  in 
aH  thing"."     The  Empero?fr  herde  this,  and'  anone  sente  messyngers 
for  hym),  that  he  shulde  sone  come  to  hym.     when  the  Empe;'owr 
sawe  hym,   he    saide  to    hym,    "what   is    thy  name]"    he    saide, 
"  lonathas  is  my  name."     The  Eraperowr  saide,   "  frende,  if   thou 
couthiste  peynte  to  me  the  fayrenesse  of  a  woman),  to  aH  fayrenesse, 
thou  shuldiste  haue  of"  me  grete  mede."      "  Sir,"  he  saide,  "  I  can) 
right  wele,  so  that  I  haue  that  I  shall  aske,"     The  Emperoz«'  saide, 
"  what  some  euer  thou  askes  of  me,  I  shaH  gyve  the."     The  peyntowr 
seide,  "  I  wiH,  that  aH  the  fayresf  women  of"  the  Empire  be  brought 
be-fore  my  sight"."     and'  so  it  Avas  done.     And'  when)  the  peynto?<r 
had'  Inly  be-holdyn)  hem,  foure  of  fe  fayrest"  he  chose  cute,  and'  the 
tothere  he  bade  go  home.     Then  he  did'  make  a  walle  white,  and 
with  rede  Coloure  he  depeynted'  the  Image  of"   the  Avoman),  more 
fayre  and'  semely  then  any  of"  the  foure  women),  in  Eue?y  membre. 
And'  when  the  Image  Avas  made,  f)e  Emperoz<r  Inly  be-helde  it,  and' 
seide,  "  0  !  Avoman),  it  Avas  no  Avondre  that  so  many  Avere  dede  for 
thy  loue,  for  I  sawe  neuer  non)  so  fayre  in  ^this  lyfe.     0  !  Avoman, 
if  thou  lyved',  passyng^  aH  thing'"  thou  oAviste  to  loue  this  peyntoure, 
that  peynted'  the  so  fayre  and'  so  semely  ! "     Then  the  Emi3ero2ir 
promotid'  the  peyntoure  to  grete  richesse  and'  worshiji ;  and'  so  Endid' 
his  life  in  pease. 

E,9diiccio.  Erendes,  this  'Em-perour  is  the  Fadir  of  heuyn.  the 
Avoman  so  fayre  is  the  soule,  made  to  }»e  liknesse  of  god',  the  which, 
after  the  synne  of  Adam,  Avas  put  into  Jjis  Avorlde  to  swynke  and'  to 

'  leafSG. 
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swete  for  liis  brede.  the  whicli  was  biseged'  of  tbre  kynges,  that  is, 
of  tlie  fende,  the  worlde,  and'  the  fieshe ;  and'  many  were  dede,  for 
aii  that  [were]  before  Crista  wentyn  to  Helle,  and'  perishiden). 
herynge  this,  the  wise  men)  of  the  Empire,  tho  ben)  patriarkes  and' 
pj'ophetis,  thei^  Criden)  to  the  fadir  of  heuyn  for  remedie.  Then 
the  Fadir  of  heuyn)  he  sente  not  only  ooh)  messynge?',  but  dyuerse 
p?'6iphetis,  for  to  preche  to  the  woman),  that  is,  the  soule,  the  way  of 
trouthe.  neuer  the  lese  the  soule  is  dede,  by  synne  of*  oure  fyrste 
parentes ;  wherfore  aH  the  peynto?<rs  were  Called' ;  tho  be  Aungells, 
patriarkes,  and'  prophetes.  and'  amonge  hem  aH  is  not  fowndyn) 
oon),  that  couthe  ne  myght  the  Image,  that  is,  the  soule,  peyute  in 
so  grete  fayrenesse,  vnto  the  sotylt  peynto;«'  come,  that  is,  oure 
lorde  Ihesu  Criste,  tliat  'with  rede  coloure,  that  is,  with  his  owne 
preciouse  blode,  depeynted'  the  soule,  when  he  bought  it  on  the 
crosse,  sufferyng*  his  peynfuH  passion).  But  this  peyntoure,  that  is, 
oure  lorde  Ihe,9u  C/7'ste,  chose  .iiij.  of  the  fayreste  of  aH  the  women), 
that  is  to  say,  [for]  the  fyrste  woman)  he  gafe  to  the  soule  weyug* 
anrJ  leuyng^  with  trees  ;  for  the  second'  he  gafe  felyng*  with  bestes ; 
for  the  thrid'  and'  the  fourte  he  gafe  vndirstondyng*  with  aungeHe^. 
Avherfore  Euejy  man  say  as  the  Empe/-o?<7-  saide,  *'  0  !  woman),  that 
is,  0  !  thou  soule,  if  thou  levid'  in  periite  charite,  mekiH  ought  thou 
be-fore  aH  othere  thinges  to  loue  this  peynto?/?',  that  is,  Ihesu  Criste. 
Then,  if  thou  do  so,  it  folowetli  ])at  pou  shalte  haue  ener  lastyng* 
blisse  ;  to  Jie  which  bryng*  vs  the  soufiraine  peyntoure  oure  mercyfuH 
lorde  Ihcsu  Criste  !  Amen  &c. 

[  XLIIL  leaf  58.  ] 
(anecdote  of  abbot  athanasius.) 

Abbote  attanasie  saw  on)  a  day  in  alysaundre  a  woman),  that 
was  a  mynstreH,  wele  arayed' ;  and'  he  wepte  faste.  and'  they 
that  were  beside  saide,  "  for  why  wepe  ye  1 "  he  answerid', 
and?  saide,  "  there  be  ij  causes  why  I  wepe ;  oon)  is,  for  this  woman) 
is  loste ;  Anothere  is,  for  I  haue  not  such  a  study  to  please  god',  as 
this  woman)  hathe  to  please  you^  men  of  this  worlde."     Amen)  &c. 

'  that,  MS. 
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[    XLIV.    ] 
(how    A    SON    INDUCED    HIS    FATHER    TO    BECOME    A    MONK.) 

There  was  a  riche  man),  that  had'  a  son?ie,  that  conceclered?  his 
life  was  but  shorte,  and?  thought  ho  shukl'  sone  deye.^  he 
wente  in  to  religion),  when  his  fader  wiste  that,  he  wolde 
haue  distroyed'  tlie  house;  But  his  sone  Come  agayne  hym,  and' 
saide,  "  sir,  why  p^irpose  ye  to  distroye  J)is  nionestre  1 "  he  answerid', 
and'  saide,  "  my  sone,  att  I  shall  dystroye  but  thou  come  home  to 
my  house.  The  sone  answerid',  and'  saide,  "  fadir,  gladly  I  wil  come 
home  to  jour  house,  if*  ye  wil  putt  awey  a  custome  oute  of  youre 
lande  that  is  there  in."  The  fadir  seide,  that  gladly  he  wolde  do  it. 
The  sone  saide,  "  alse  sone  deyeth  the  yong*  as  the  olde;  do  awey 
this  Custome,  and?  I  shaH  come  to  that  londe."  This  lierde  the 
Fadir,  and'  atte  "worde  of*  his  sone  he  lefte  the  worlde,  and'  wente 
into  religion) ;  beholdyng*  that  dethe  is  the  messyng^r  of  the  hie 
Empero?/?-,  that  no  maii)  spareth,  and'  it  is  the  betille  of  hym)  that 
made  hevyn)  and'  Erth,  whom)  no  man)  may  with-stonde,  &c. 

[  XLY.  ] 

(a    FABLE    OF    A    CAT    AND    A    MOUSE.) 

A  mouse  on  a  tyme  felle  into  a  bareH  of  newe  ale,  that 
spourgid',  and'  myght  not  come  oute.  The  Gate  come  beside, 
and'  herde  the  mouse  Crie  in  2  the  barme,  pepe  !  pepe  !  for 
she  myght  not  come  oute.  The  Cate  seide,  "Why  Cries  thou?" 
the  mouse  seide,  "  for  I  may  not  come  oute."  The  Catte  saide,  "  if* 
I  delyue?'  the  this  tyme,  thou  shalte  come  to  me  whe??  I  calle  the." 
fe  mouse  seide,  "  I  grrtunte  the,  to  come  Avhen  thou  wilte."  The 
catte  seide,  "thou  moste  swere  to  me."  and'  the  mouse  sware  to 
kepe  couenar^nte.  Then  the  catte  with  his  fote  drew  oute  the 
mouse,  and'  lete  hym  go.  Afterward'  the  Catte  was  hongry,  and' 
come  to  the  hole  of  the  mouse,  and'  called'  and'  bade  hire  come  to 
hym.  The  mouse  was  aferde,  and'  saide,  "  I  shaH  not  come."  the 
Catte  saide,  "  thou  haste  made  an  othe  to  me,  for  to  come."  the 
mouse  saide,  "  broker,  I  was  dronkyne  when  I  sware,  and'  therfore  I 

'  MS.  loue  detlie.  '  leaf  58,  back. 
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am  not  holdyu)  to  kepe  myu)  othe."  Eight  so  many  a  man)  and? 
"woman),  when  they  Avere  seke,  or  in  jDrisou),  or  in  pereH,  they  pwr- 
posyn  for  to  leue  here  synne,  and'  amende  here  life  with  fastyng^  ancJ 
prayere,  and'  to  do  othere  werkes  of  penaunce ;  but  when  sekenesse 
or  pereH  is  passycJ  from  hem,  they  make  no  force  to  fuHfiH  the  othe 
or  the  be-heste  that  they  made,  for  they  sayne,  they  were  in  pereU, 
and'  therfore  they  are  not  holdyn)  to  kepe  the  othe  ne  the  be-heste, 
that  they  madyii).  of  whom)  it  is  saide,  vnto  a  tyme  they  beleuyn), 
and'  in  tyme  of  temptacion)  they  gou)  a-way  there  fro,  &c. 

[  XLVI.  ] 

(the    adventures    of    GAUTER    IN    SEARCH    OF    A    KINGDOM.) 

nme  tyme  there  was  a  man,  that  heght  Gauterus,  jjrtt  sought  a 
place  and'  a  state  where  he  mj^ght  aH  wey  loye,  and'  haue  no 
disese  in  his  fieshe,  ne  in  his  herte ;  and'  this  sought  he  longe, 
in  goyng^  aboute.  Atte  laste  he  fownde  a  fayre  ladie,  whose  hous- 
bond'  was  dede  ;  and'  saluted'  here  fayre.  Than  the  lady  askid'  hym 
what  he  sough te?  he  answerid',  and'  saide,  "lady,  I  seke  a  place  and' 
a  state  where  I  may  aH  way  loye,  and'  neuer  more  sorowe."  The 
ladie  saide  to  hym,  "  be  myn  housbond',  and'  thou  shalte  haue  aH 
necessaries."  and'  shewed'  hym  halle,  and'  Chambre,  and'  many 
othere  goodes.  he  askid'  hire  where  he  shuld'  lye  on)  nyghtes  ?  and' 
she  shewed  hym  a  bedde,  a-boute  the  which  bedde  were  on  that  oo^ 
partie  wulfis,  and  on  the  tothere  partie  wormys,  and'  on  the  thrid 
partie  were  serpentes,  and'  on  the  fourte  side  were  beres.  jjan 
Gaute/'  seide,  "  how  long*  shatt  I  be  with  the,  and'  where  shall  I 
haue  suche  richesse  1 "  The  ladie  seide,  "  my  housbond'  is  dede,  and 
atte  laste  thou  moste  deye  ;  for  the  here  sliaH:  sle  the,  and'  I  wote 
nere  the  fyrste  nyght  or  after ;  and'  thaiD  wolfis,  wormys,  and 
serpentes  shall  deuoure  the."  to  whome  Gauter  seide,  aH  ^  othere 
thinges  are  good,  but  the  bedde  fcris  me ;  for  I  Avolde  not  for  aH  the 
worlde  lye  in  such  a  bedde."  Than)  Gaute?'  wente  away  from)  thense, 
and  come  to  a  kyngdome  where  the  kyng*  was  dede.  and  men  of 
the  kyngdome  sayden  to  hym,  "  be  oure  kyng^,  and  Jjou  shalte  haue 
aH  goodes.  se  a  paleys  !  se  a  Chambre  I  "  and  amo?ige  othere  they 
'   MS.  the  too,  *  leaf  59, 
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shewed'  to  liym  sucli  a  hcMe  as  lie  sawe  "be-fore,  sette  a-boute  with 
the  forsaide  bestes.  Than  Gauter  saide,  '' shatt  ought*  thes  bestes 
iioye  me  1 "  they  answerid',  and'  seide,  "  the  here  shaH  sle  the,  and' 
the  othero  bestes  shaH  deuoure  the,  as  it  is  done  to  othere  kynges ; 
but  we  wote  not  Avhen."  and  he  saide,  "  swich  a  kyngdome  is 
perelous,  and  the  bedde  is  lothe  to  me  ;  and  periore  I  go  hense." 
than  he  wente  forthe  his  way,  tiH  he  come  to  a  place  where  he 
fownde  an  olde  man),  sittyng*  atte  fete  of  a  laddere,  fat  was  sette  to 
a  waUe,  the  which  laddere  had  iij  staues.  The  olde  man  askyd 
what  he  sought*  1  Ganter  seide,  "  A  stide  where  I  may  aH  wey  loye, 
and  no  disese  suffere."  The  olde  man  seide,  "  if  thou  go  vp  on  the 
walle  by  this  laddere,  thou  shalte  fynde  what  thou  sekes."  Gautere 
wente  vp,  and  fownde  what  he  had  longe  sought. 

[Declaracio]  What*  wordlymau)  sekis  thes  thre,  or  any  of*  hem, 
that  is  to  saye,  a  fayre  woniau)  for  lechery,  or  dignite  or  vayne  glorie, 
or  golde  and  sylue?-  for  couetise,  but  if*  he  loke  deligently  in  Avhat 
bedde  hym  behouys  to  lye,  with  a  grete  studie  he  shall  fie  such 
thinges.  for  in  the  beddes  hede  stondith  the  here,  that  is,  dethe, 
\>at  spareth  no  man) ;  as  it  is  saide  in  Ose,  I  shaH  come  to  hem  as  a 
here  whos  whelpes  are  take  awaye,  that  of  grete  Ire  spareth  no  beste. 
no  more  dethe  dothe  man).  The  woliis  arne  his  kynsmeu),  or  the 
kynges  mynystres,  or  EuyH  Executoitrs,  that  taken  aH  pe  goodes  of 
fe  dede,  and  deuouren)  hem,  and  of  the  dede  they  makyn)  no  force. 
The  wormys  fretyn)  the  body ;  and  the  serpentes  arne  the  deuyls, 
that  beryn  away  the  soule  of  ]je  wicked  man),  and  punyshith  it  with 
dyuerse  tormented  i;  as  it  is  saide  in  ecclesiastice,  when  the  wicked 
man)  deieth,  he  shaH  take  to  his  heritage  serpentes,  bestes,  and 
wormys.  The  wicked  man)  is  deuyded  into  iij  parties  when  he 
deieth.  the  serpentes,  that  ben  deuyls,  shaH  here  a-way  his  soule ; 
the  bestes,  tho  ben  bestiaH  men  that  leuyn  bestially,  shaH  here  away 
his  goodes  ;  and'  the  wormys  aH  only  shaH  here  away  his  Carey u), 
and  resseyue  it.  whereof*  an  Ensample.  It  happenyd,  that  a  lorde 
mette  with  the  berers  of  a  dede  monke,  an  vserere,  and  his  pense.2 
the  lorde  askid',  what  they  barel  they  seide,  "the  ^body  of  the 
man),  and'  his  pens,  that  he  toke  to  vs."  the  lorde  seide,  "not  so, 
'  torneraeiites,  MS.  =  spense,  ]\IS.  ^  leaf  59,  back. 
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for  lie  was  my  man) ;  but  ye  and?  "wormys  sliaH  haue  his  body,  and?  I 
sliaH  liaue  liis  pens ;  and'  the  deuyls  shaH;  bere  away  the  soule." 
Therfore  we  that  wil  liaue  a  place  of  reste,  withoute  disese  or  noye, 
lete  vs  assende  vp  with  ^  Gauter  by  the  goldyii)  ladders  ;  of  the  which 
the  fyrste  stafFe  is  contr/ciou)  of  herte,  the  second?  stafFe  is  trew  con- 
fession), the  thrid'  staff*  is  trew  satisfaccion).  if*  ye  wil  go  vpon)  these 
iij  staves  of  the  laddere,  we  shuH  come  to  the  loye  and'  reste  of* 
Euerlastyng*  life,  Avhere  is  no  disese.     Amen. 

[  XLVII.  ] 

(of    a    house    upon    which    THE    SUN    ALWAYS    SHONE.) 

BEyonde  the  see  was  a  noble  ladie,  on  whose  house  all  way  the 
sone  shone  on-  the  day,  and?  on  the  nyghf  the  mone.  Of* 
this  many  men)  mervayled'.  atte  laste  the  fame  of*  this  come 
to  the  byshope,  a  worthy  man) ;  and?  he  wente  for  to  se  here,  hopyng* 
that  she  was  of*  grete  penaunce  in  clothing*,  or  in  mete,  or  in  othere 
tliinges  ;  and'  when  he  come,  he  saw  here  aR  way  mery  and?  glacP. 
the  bishope  saide,  "  dame,  what  Ete  ye  1 "  she  answerid',  and?  saide, 
that  dyuerse  metes  and'  delicate.  Then  he  asked',  if  she  vsed'  the 
hayre  1  she  sayde,  "  nay."  Afte?-  this  the  byshope  mervayled',  that 
god'  wolde  shew  so  grete  m^?'vayH  for  such  a  woman),  and'  when  he 
had  take  his  leue  of  fe  ladie,  and?  was  gon)  his  way,  he  thought  he 
wolde  aske  here  more  of*  anothere  thing* ;  and'  wente  agayne  to  here, 
and?  saide,  "  loue  ye  not  mekiH  Ihesn  Criste  1 "  she  saide,  "  yis,  I 
loue  hym,  for  he  is  aH  my  loue ;  for  when)  I  thinke  on)  his  swet- 
nesse,  I  may  not  with-holde  my  self*  for  gladnesse  and'  myrthe  that 
I  Eue?'  fele  in  hym."     &c. 

[  XLVIII.  ] 

(the    EAGLE    AND    CROW.) 

In  a  tyme  the  Egle  had'  sore  Eyen) ;    and'  he   cownseyled'  with, 
the  Crowe,^  and'  asked,  what  he  myght  do  agayne  the  disese. 
The  Crow  seide,  "  I  shaH  bryng*  the  an  herbe,  that  shaH  make 
tliyn)  Eeyn)  hole,  if  thou^  wilte  gife  me  goocf  hire  for  my  laboure." 
The  Egle  seide,  "  if  thou^  make  mjai)  Eyen  hole,  thou  shalte  haue 
'  by,  MS.  =  audc  on,  :\IS.  *  Crowes,  MS. 
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wele  for  thy  fcrauayle."  Then  the  Crow.toke  Onyonus  ancF  Spourge, 
and?  made  ferof  a  playster,  and'  leyde  it  on)  the  Egles  Eyeii) ;  and'  in 
shorte  tyme  he  was  blynde.  Then  the  crowe  toke  the  bryddys  of 
the  Egle,  and'  deuonred'  hem);  and'  disesed'  the  Egle  with  many 
hetynges.  the  Egle  than  saide  to  the  crowe,  "  acursyd'  he  thou'  and' 
thy  medisyne  also ;  for  Jjou  haste  made  me  blynde,  and'  deuonryd' 
My  bryddys,  and'  sesis[t]  not  to  bete  me."  The  crow  seide,  "alse 
longe  as  thou  myght  se,  I  myght  not  come  by  thy  briddes,  that  T 
gretly  desyred',  but  now  fat  I  desyred'  is  fuHifilled'."  This  Egle 
be-tokenyth  a  prelate,  that  hathe  EyeiD  opyn)  to  kepe  the  flock  that 
is  comitted'  to  hym.  But  the  deuyH,  Enemy  of*  mankynde,  is  fuH 
besy  to  sle  goddis  flock,  and'  to  deuoure  it ;  and'  therfore  alse  longe 
as  the  prelate  hath  the  Eyen  opyn),  he  is  not*  disseyued'  of  his  desyre. 
But  then  comys  the  deuyH,  and'  makys  a  playster  of  gaderyng*  to- 
gadre  of  wordly  goodes,  and'  castis  it  in  the  EyerD  of  the  prelate,  that 
tliey  mow  not  be-holde  heuynly  thinges.  for  aH  here  studie  is 
granges,  shepe,  nete,  and'  rentes,  and'  to  gadre  to-gedre  gold'  and' 
syluer ;  and'  so  theyre  gostly  Eyeii)  are  made  blynde,  and'  putt  oute. 
and'  so  the  Crowe,  that  is,  the  DeuyH,  takes  the  bryddes  of  the  Egle, 
that  is,  the  prelate,  and'  hym)  Euerlastyng^  betys  -with  peynes  of 
helle,  but  if  he  amende  hjm  or  he  deye. 

[  XLIX.  ] 

(the  wolf  and  the  swine.) 

Alewde  man  on  a  tyme  askid'  a  clerk,  "  What  loye  is  in 
Paradise  1"  the  clerlv*  saide,  "  there  is  such  a  loye,  that  In  euer 
sawe,  ne  neuer  herd',  ne  assendid'  in  mannys  herte,  that  oure 
lord'  hath  ordeyned'  to  his  louers."  Than  saide  the  lewde  maii),  that 
lovyd'  wele  houndes,  be  cause  of*  huntyng*,  and'  hawkys,  and'  othere 
wordly  games,  "  Syn)  aH  loye  shaH  be  there,  are  there  any  houndes 
or  hawkes  1 "  the  clerke  seide,  "  god'  for-bede,  ])at  houndes  or 
hawkes  shuld'  come  in  so  mery  a  place  ! "  Than  saide  the  lewd  mail), 
"  forsothe,  if  hawkes  and'  houndes  were  there,  I  shuld'  ]>&  more 
:lesyre  to  go  to  swich  a  place,  that  is  so  fuH  of  loye."  The  clerke 
answerid',  and'  seide,  "the  lyouii)  on  a  tj'^me  made  a  feste,  to  the 

'  leaf  GO. 
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•\vhicli  lie  called?  many  bestes,  and?  gafe  hem  dyuerse  ancP  sondry 

fleshes,  and'  many  othere  delites ;  and'  when  the  feste  was  done,  the 

hestes  Avente  home  to  here  owne  places.     It  happenyd'  that  the  wolf" 

fownde  a  swyne  in  the  way,  Etyng^  draffe  and'  drestes.     then  the 

swyne  saide  to  the  wolfe,  "  from)  whense  comes  thou  ]  "     he  saide, 

"  from  the  noble  feste  of  the  lyon) ;  was  not  thou  there  1 "  the  swyne 

saide,    "no."     "were    there   not,"   saide   the  swyne,   "many  fayre 

messes,  and'  many  delites?"     the  wolf*  saide,  "yis,  forsothe,  fey 

were  fayre,  and?  wele  arayed'."     The  swyn)  saide,  "  was  there  any 

draffe  or  drestes  1 "     The  wolfe  saide,  "  a  !  thou  cursed'  wrech,  whaf 

askes  thou  %     God'  forbede,  that  in  so  worthy  a  feste  shuld'  be  so 

foule  a  mete  ! "     On  the  same  wise  there  be  many  in  this  worlde, 

that  desyren)  and'  seken)  but  draffe  and  drestes,  that  is,  lecherie,  and' 

lustes  of  this  worlde,  and'  delites  of  the  fleshe ;  of*  which  osBe  saithe, 

the  Prophete,  god'  loued'  the  childryu)  of  IsareH,  and'  they  tokyri)  hede 

to  othere  goodes,  and'  louedyn)^  draffe  of  grapes,  or  beuerage,  -that  is, 

they  lovedyn  draffe  of  lechery.  And'  othere  flesshly  lustes,  more  than 

the  grete  loye  of  paradise ;  therfore  they  come  neuere  to  the  londe 

of  the  be-heste.     no  more  shall  swich  men  and'  women  come  to  the 

loye    of   paradise,   that    louyn)   more    draffe   and'    drestes,  that    is, 

lustes  and'  lykynges  of  the  flesshe,  but  they  amende  hem  or  they 

deye. 

[L.  ] 

(fable  of  the  ass  and  the  swine.) 

1"lhe  asse  sawe  ofte  sithes,  how  draffe,  drestes,  and'  benes,  pese, 
and'  brede,  was  gj'T^eh)  to  the  swyne ;  and'  they  Etyu)  faste, 
-  and?  tj'aueyhd'  not,  but  when)  they  hade  Etyn),  they  leide  hem. 
downe  and  slepte.  The  asse  thought*  in  hym  self,  and'  seide,  "  the 
swyne  are  wele  at  ease ;  they  Etj-n)  and'  drynkyu),  and'  wirke  not* ; 
and'  I  swynk,  and'  laboure  aH  day,  and'  litiH  Ete.  I  shali  fayne  me 
seke."  and'  did'  so,  and'  seke  he  lay  stili.  that  sawe  his  mayste?*, 
anc?  priked'  hym  for  to  ryse ;  and'  he  wolde  not,  but  groned',  ancJ 
sorowed',  and'  laye  stille.  Than)  saide  his  mayster  to  his  wyfe,  "  the 
Asse  is  seke."  she  seide,  "  sithen)  it  is  so,  Ictte  vs  gyfe  hym)  gooc^ 
mete,  brede,  and'  branne,  and  here  to  hym  watyr."     and'  so  they 

1  loudyiif-,  MS.  '  leaf  fiO,  back. 

gesta.  24 
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didden).  but  the  Asse  Ete  fyrste  but  a  litiH,  and'  afterwarct  Ete 
Enoughe,  and'  was  made  fatte ;  And'  seide  to  hym  selfe,  "  I  haue  a 
good'  worlde  Atte  laste  ! "  the  hogges  were  made  fatte ;  then  the 
mayster  sente  for  the  buchere,  with  Ixi.s  axe  and'  his  knyfe,  for  to  sle 
the  hogges;  And'  when  the  buchere  was  comyn),  he  slowe  the 
hogges.  That  sawe  the  asse,  and'  was  aferde,  leste  they  shuld'  slee 
hym,  when  he  were  fatte ;  And'  seide  in  hym  selfe,  "  for  sothe,  I 
had'  leuer  laboure,  and'  haue  myn  olde  life  in  swynke  and'  in  swete, 
than  be  thus  slayne,  as  the  swyne  are."  and'  he  wente  oute  of  the 
stabitt,  and'  skipped'  be-fore  his  mayster ;  that  toke  hym,  and  putt 
hym  to  his  olde  laboure. 

Declaracio.  The  swyn  be-tokyn  riche  men  and'  women,  Ipat 
Clothen  hem  selfe  wordly,  and'  Etyn)  and'  drynkyn)  deyntethly,  and' 
shynyngly,  and  t7'«uayle  not.  for  sothe  such  are  clerkes,  and'  swyne 
of"  the  deuyH,  in  which  Entryn)  vnclene  sperites,  that  casten)  hem  in 
the  see,  and'  drownyii)  hem  in  the  bitter  peynes  of  helle.  The  asse, 
vjjpon)  the  which  Criste  rideth,  is  the  rightwisman)  and'  woman), 
that  is  in  good'  laboure,  and'  studie  bothe  in  cloyste?'  and'  in  felde. 
Therfore  it  is  better  to  laboure,  and  to  lede  a  laborers  life,  with  the 
rightwisman),  than  wrechidly  to  be  slayne  Avith  J^e  swyne,  and' 
perische  with  the  wicked'  man,  of  the  which  spekith  lobe,  they 
ledyn),  he  say  the,  theyre  dayes  in  lustys  and'  lykynges,  ^And'  wele 
fare.  And'  in  a  poynte  gon)  downe  to  helle.  god'  kepe  vs  f>er  fro, 
and'  bryng*  vs  to  the  blisse,  Jjat  neuer  shaH;  haue  an  Ende ! 
Amen. 

[LI.] 

(fable    of    THE    HEN    AND    HER    CHICKENS.) 

Ofte  sithes  the  henne  gaderith  to-gedre  here  briddes  vndere  here 
wynges,  and'  namely  a  gayne  the  puttock.  If  happenyd'  onys, 
that  the  puttok  come  flyeng^,  and'  houyd'  ouer  the  henne  and' 
hire  briddes.  the  henne  perceyued'  that,  and'  Called?  here  chekyns, 
for  to  haue  refute  vndu'e  here  Avynges.  they  come  rennyng^  aH  safe 
oon),  that  had  fownde  a  worme,  and'  picked'  faste  thereon),  for  to  Ete 
it.     And'  in  the  meane  tyme  come  the  puttok,  and'  toke  hym,  and* 

bare  hym)  awaye. 

•  leaf  61. 
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Declaracio.  now  gostly,  so  oure  lorde  calleth  vs  from  synne, 
that  we  shukf  fle  to  the  wynges  of  his  p;-oteccion) ;  but  many  ther 
be,  fleyng<  the  deuyli  abouyn  hem,  and?  temptyng*,  they  flyene^  from 
criste  to  the  worme  of  synne,  that  is,  they  drawe  to  lecherye,  and' 
dronkynship,  and*  couetyse.  Atte  laste  comys  the  puttock,  that  is, 
the  fende,  and'  takes  the  Chekyii),  that  is,  such  a  synfuH  man,  and' 
beris  hym  a-waye ;  of*  the  which  is  written  in  lobe,  that  seithe,  the 
swetnesse  of  synne  is  the  worme.  Therfore  fle  we  the  puttok  of 
helle  vnto  the  wynges  of  criste,  sekyng^  there  an  hydyng^,  thinkyng^ 
on  hym  selfe,  folowjmg'  hym  that  seide,  he  that  folowes  me,  walkes 
not  in  derkuesse,  but  he  shaH  haue  the  Hghf  of  life,  that  Euer  shaR 
laste.     )?is  sayeth  oure  lorde  lesu  Criste.     Amen  &c. 

[  LII.  ] 
(the  fable  of  the  cat  and  the  fox.) 

The  foxe  and  the  Catte  mette  onys  to-gedgre.  the  foxe  seide 
to  the  Catte,  "how  many  wyles  or  sleightes  haste  thou,  or 
knowes  1 "  The  ■  Catte  seide,  "  but  oon  alone."  The  foxe 
seide,  "what  is  thaf?"  The  Catte  seide,  "when  houndes  folow  me, 
I  can)  renne  vpon)  a  tre,  and'  so  scape  from  hem."  Then  the  catte 
askicJ  the  foxe,  how  many  wiles  or  sleightes  he  had',  or  knewe  ?  he 
saide,  "  I  haue  xviij^°.  and'  a  bage  fuH  moo ;  therfore  come  with  me, 
and'  I  shall  teche  the  my  craf  te ;  and'  when  thou  knowes  hem,  thou 
shalte  wele  scape  the  bytyng^  of  the  houndes,"  and'  they  went^^n 
to-gedre.  they  herd'  hunters  and'  houndes,  folowyng*  hem  at  here 
back.  The  Catte  seide,  "  I  here  houndes,  and?  am  aferde."  then 
seide  J)e  foxe,  "  drede  the  not,  thegh  the  houndes  come  nere."  The 
catte  [seide],  "  fore  sothe  I  folowe  no  lengere  the ;  I  wil  vse  myu 
owne  wile  2."  and'  wente  vp  into  a  Tree,  and'  so  scaped?  the  houndes. 
An(J  the  houndes  folowdyn,  and'  anone  felle  on  the  foxe,  and'  tok^^n) 
^hym.  The  catte  sate  on  lofte,  on  the  tree,  and'  beheld'  Avhat  they 
didden  to  the  foxe ;  ancT  cried',  "  foxe  !  opyn  thi  bagge  of"  wiles, 
and'  helpe  thy  selfe,  for  thou  haddiste  nener  more  nede ;  for  aH  thy 
wiles  helpith  the  not !  " 

•  flyeuge,  MS.  «  MS.  wille.  "  leaf  61,  back. 
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Declaracio.  Be  the  Catte  are  vndirstondyii  sympiH  men  and« 
women,  that  caii)  hut  oon)  wile,  or  oon)  crafte,  that  is,  forto  calle  to 
god',  he  contemplacioi]),  and  to  assende  he  feithe  vpon  the  tree  of 
cristes  crosse ;  and  so  are  delyue;-ed  from  the  houndes  of  the 
Enemeys  of  mankynde.  But  hi  the  foxe  are  vndirstondyn  vokettes, 
prelates  of  causes  temporaU,  courteers,  lurrours,  ancJ  wily  men),  that 
han  xviij'^''.  sleightes,  and  wiles  passyng^  tho  a  pokefuH.  Atte  laste 
comyn  the  hunters  of  helle,  with  here  houndes,  and  folowen  hem, 
and  taken  hem,  and  rende  hem.  Than  seithe  the  Catte,  that  sitteth 
on  the  tree  of  cristes  Crosse,  that  hethe  rightfuR  man,  "  foxe  !  opyn 
thi  bagge,  and  lette  oute  thi  wiles,  and  help  thy  self* !  "  that  is,  "  ye 
wily  meiD,  Caste  oute  youre  synnes  he  confession),  contricion),  and 
satisfaccion) ;  and  so  helpe  youre  selfe,  while  ye  lyve,  or  elles  ye 
shuH  he  dede,  bothe  hodely  and  gostely,  withoutyu)  doute." 
Amen,  &c. 

[  LIII.  ] 

(THE    MORAL   LESSON    TAUGHT    BY    THE    ANTS.) 

Pisseme>-3  in  somere  are  hesy,  and  rennyn)  faste  ahoute  to  make 
an  hepe  stuffed  with  whete,  with  the  which  they  mow  leuyn) 
in  wyntere.  hut  when  they  han)  aH  gadered,  there  comyth 
some  tyme  swyne,  and  distroyen  it,  and  wastyn)  it,  and  Eten  it  ofte 
sithes.  Eight  so  ofte  sithes  many  riche  men)  gaderyn)  richesse  ;  hut 
some  tyme  comyn  the  kynges  mynysters,  or  of  lordes,  or  othere 
rauenours,  that  hen  Eyres  and  executores,  and  wastyn,  and  distroyen) 
that  they  han)  gadered.  As  dauid  seith  in  the  sawter,  swich  men 
leuyn)  theyre  richesse  to  othere  ;  and  also  he  seithe,  they  tresoryn 
and  hepyn,  they  wote  nere  to  whome  they  gaderyn)  hem  ;  and  ther- 
fore  haue  they  no  profite  of  hem,  no  more  than  the  pissmers  haddyu) 
of  here  longe  gaderynge.     Amen  &c. 

[  LIV.  ] 

(the    BURIAL    OF    THE    WOLF.) 

-t'  happenyd  on  a  tyme,  that  the  wolf  was  dede  ;  for  whose  dethe 
the  lyon)  was  sorye,  and  gadered  many  bestes  to-gedre,  for  to 
kepe  his  derige,  an  1'  his  messe,  and  to  bery  hym.     The  lyon) 
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made  a  wolfe  to  here  the  holy  watir ;  ij.  vrchyns  to  here  the  tapers ; 
Gete  to  vjng'  the  belles ;  foxes  to  here  the  beere.  The  here  seid' 
1  the  masse  ;  The  asse  redde  the  apistille  ;  The  Oxe  redde  the  gospeH. 
ancU  when  messe  was  done,  and  the  wolfe  was  buried?,  they  madyn 
a  feste  of  his  goodes  ;  and  alt  the  bestes  were  there  wele  fedde  and 
ryaUy,  and  they  desyredyh)  such  anothere  buryeng*.  Eight  so  ofte 
sithes  it  falleth,  when  a  riche  man)  or  an  vserere  is  dede,  an  abbote 
or  a  p?*elate  makes  come  to-gedre  a  Couente  of  bestes,  fat  is,  bestiaH 
leuynge.  It  happenyth  some  tyme  in  a  grete  Couente,  that  there 
are  many  bestes,  that  is  to  saye,  lyotins  be  pride,  Foxes  be  fraude 
and  wiles,  Beres  be  deuouryng',  Gete  be  stynke  of  lechery,  Assis  be 
slouthe,  vrchons  be  sharpnesse,  hares  be  drede.  for  they  tremyH  in 
drede,  where  was  no  drede  ;  they  sekyn)  Temporal!  goodes,  but  they 
drede  not  to  lese  Euerelastyng*  goodes ;  And  fat  is  grete  pite,  with 
outyn)  fayle.     Amen,  &c. 

[  LVI.  ] 

(the  ape  and  the  nuts.) 

Pe  ape  wil  gladly  Ete  the  kyrneH  of  the  note,  for  it  is  swete ; 
but  when  he  sauours  the  soure  barke  with  oute,  for  bitter- 
nesse  he  leuyth  the  swete  kyrneH  with  in,  and  Castes  away 
the  note  with  the  kyrneH,  So  it  is  of  men),  that  ben)  fonles,  for 
vndir  bitternesse  of  this  presente  peyne  is  hidd  the  loye  of  heuyn) 
life,  but  this  bitte?-nesse  the  rightwis  man)  forsakes  to  taste,  that  is, 
for  to  faste,  pray,  and  do  of  ere  ^werkes  of  penaunce ;  And  so  he 
castes  away  the  swete  kyrneH,  that  is,  he  losith  the  swetnesse  of 
heuynly  life,  that  is,  Euerlastyng^  loye.  to  fe  which  bryng^  vs  oure 
lorde  Ie6'U  Criste  !  Amen),  &c. 


A: 


[  LVII.  ] 

(the  wolf  and  the  hare.) 

wolfe  and  an  hare  mette  onys  to-gedre ;  and  the  wolfe  seide 
to  the  hare,  "amonge  aH  bestes  thou  arte  a  ferdfuH  beste; 
darste  thou  wrastiH  with  me?"     the  hare  saide,  "yee,  with 

'  leaf  62,  «  leaf  62,  back. 
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the,  aH  though  thou  haue  a  grete  body,  and?  I  a  litiii."  The  wolfe 
had'  indignac/on),  and'  seide,  "  I  wil  make  with  the  a  couencmnte  of 
x^  agaynes  oon),  that  I  shaH  ouerecome  the."  when  the  couena^mte 
was  made,  that  they  shuld'  wrastiH,  The  wolfe  ranne  towarde  the 
hare,  for  to  take  hym,  and'  deuoure  hym.  The  hare  ranne  faste 
away,  and?  the  wolfe,  as  he  myghf ,  folowed'  faste  after ;  but  the  hare 
ranne  fastere.  The  wolfe  was  wery,  and'  sette  hym)  downe  on  the 
Erthe,  for  he  myght  not  renne  no  lengere.  the  hare  turnecJ  a-gayne 
an(J  saide,  "now  thou  arte  ouere-comyn),  and'  Caste  downe  to  the 
Erthe."  The  wolfe  seide  agayne,  "  I  am)  not  ouere-comyu),  for  thou 
a-bode  me  not."  the  hare  seide,  "  what  wrastlyng^  shuld  be  by-twene 
the  and'  me  1  thou  haste  a  body  tlire-folde  more  than)  I ;  and'  if* 
thou  haddiste  me  in  thy  mouthe,  thou  myghtisf  deuoure  me,  for  I 
feght  not  but  with  fleyng^ ;  and'  for  thou  arte  ouercomyn),  yelde  \)at 
thou  owes."  The  wolfe  seide,  "nay."  and' so  stryife  rose  betwene 
hem);  and'  [tliei]  wentyn)  to  the  lyon),  to  haue  a  dome.  The  lyon) 
demyd'  the  wolfe  ouere-comyn),  and'  to  pay  the  Couena2<nte.  Eight 
so  what  man)  or  woman)  that  wil  wrastiH  or  feght  with  lechery,  the 
worlde,  and'  the  Enemy,  the  Fende,  he  sitteth  suerly,  and'  onere- 
comyth  myghtely  with  fleyng* ;  for  it  is  an  olde  sawe,  he  f eghtith 
wele  that  fleith  faste.  and'  seynte  Poule  seithe,  flee  fornicac^'on) ; 
also  seynte  Austyn)  seithe,  that  a  man)  or  a  woman)  may  abide  the 
conflicte  of  aH  vices,  but  this  he  moste  flee ;  and'  so  lechery  with 
fleyng  is  ouercomyn),  &c. 

[  LVIII.  ] 

(op  a  countryman  who  was  invited  to  a  feast.) 

ACherle  was  bidden)  of  his  lorde  to  a  f este  EyaH ;  and'  when  he 
Come  to  the  yates  of  his  lorde,  he  sawe  stynkyng*  water  in 
the  dyke ;  and'  for  he  some  what  thrustid',  he  filled'  his  bely 
of  the  stynkyng'  water,  and'  aH  his  felawes  seide  to  hym,  "  brother, 
the  lorde  hath  arrayed'  a  noble  mete  and'  drynke  to  the ;  Therfore 
abstene  the  from  this  stynkyng*  watere."  but  he  wold'  not  leve  it. 
and'  when)  he  Come  to  mete,  he  myght  not  take  of*  the  noble  and' 
deynteth  metes,  [but]  be-fore  hem)  aH  he  caste  oute  the  rotyn)  watyr. 
Eight  so  in  this  worlde  some  men)  vsyn)  delites  and'  lustys  that 
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stynkyn),  that  when  tliey  comyiD  to  Jje  lordes  sopere,  wrecliid' 
synne/'S  mow  not  take  therof,  but  ratliere  vnclenly  ^Casten  oute 
be-fore  aH  the  stynkyng^  Drynke  that  they  drynkyu),  but  if  they  be 
pourgect  by  the  niedicyne  of  penaunce  in  this  life,  wherfore  oure 
lorde  seithe  be  leromye  the  Prcphete,  what  wilte  thou  to  the  way  of 
Egipte,  tliat  thou  drynkys  rotyn)  water,  or  in  the  way  of*  assure, 
that  thou  drynke  watere  of  the  flode  1  that  is,  in  the  watire  and' 
way  in  this  worlde.  and  deuyls  arne  in  the  way  of  vices  and' 
■lustes,  the  which  are  in  taste  but  rotyu)  watire,  and'  stynkyng*. 
Therfore  abstene  we  vs  from  vnlefuH  tliinges,  that  we  mowe  be 
f unfilled'  with  the  mete  of  aungells,  and'  wele  sauoured  with 
dyue.>-se  delites,  the  which  may  be  wele  sauoured  in  the  bhsse  of* 
heuyu) ! 

[  LIX.  ] 
(how  a  clerk  avoided  his  contract  with  the  devil.) 

IT  In  the  Cite  of  rome  was  a  senatoure,  that  had  a  doughter,  the 
which  he  wokle  make  a  nonne,  for  to  pray  for  his  soule ;  the  which 
a  clerke  louyd'  brennyngly,  but  he  durste  not  shewe  his  grete  loue  to 
hire,  for  they  were  not  Euyn)  of  byrthe.  The  clerke  wente  to  a 
conleroure  of  deuyls,  and'  praide  hjon  to  helpe  hym,  and'  infourme 
in  this  nede.  he  saide,  "  I  shaH,"  and'  made  hym  a  lette?',  and' 
bade  hym)  go  vnto  an  vnhoneste  jDlace,  where  paynems  dwelled',  and' 
there  he  shuld'  rede  his  letter.  Come  the  fende,  and'  seide,  "  "What 
wilte  thou,  ]>at  I  do  to  the  1 "  he  saide,  "  that  I  may  haue  siich  a 
maydyn)."  the  deuyH  seide,  "  deny  the  sone  of  god',  and'  his  modire, 
and  the  feithe  of  holye  kyrke."  The  clerke  saide,  "  gladly  I  shall 
do  that."  The  deuyH:  seide,  "  I  leue  ]?e  not,  but  if*  thou  make  me  a 
chartoure,  written  with  thyn)  owne  hande."  The  Clerke  did'  so. 
when  this  was  done,  the  deuyH  so  stirred'  the  maydyn),  that  slie 
louyd'  hym)  more  than  he  did'  here.  Than  she  seide  to  here  fadire, 
"  I  wil  on  ail  wise  haue  that  yonge  man)  to  myn)  housbonde." 
The  Fadir  was  sory,  and'  seide,  "  doughter,  I  wende  thou  woldiste 
haue  bene  a  nonne,  as  thou  beheghtisf  me,  and'  haue  praide  for  me, 
Avhen  I  had'  ben)  dede ;    and'  now  thou  seyste  thou  wilte  haue  an 

'  leaf  63. 
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liousbonde  !  "  she  saiJe,  "  alas  !  Fadir,  I  moste  liaue  liym,  or  EUes 
I  shaH  deye."  Then  atte  laste  they  were  weddid'.  The  yonge  man 
wolde  not  come  into  the  chirche,  as  a  Cristen  man),  but  dispised' 
the  chirche,  as  a  man  dispayred'  of  the  mercy  of  god',  when  his 
wife  wiste,  she  askid'  hym,  why  he  come  not  pe  kyrk]  and  he 
tolde  hire  ali  how  he  had'  done  1  She  praide  hym  to  go  with  here 
to  an  holy  bishope,  and'  tolde  hym  what  he  had'  done.  The  bishope 
seide,  "  sone,  hope  in  god',  and'  beleue  in  the  sacrementes  of  holy 
chirche,  and'  be  confessid'  of  synnes."  and'  so  he  was  confessid' 
with  grete  sorowe.  The  byshope  trustyng-*  on  the  mercy  of  god', 
made  hym  to  be  shitte  be-hynde  the  autere,  for  to  do  penawnce  4ij. 
dayes.  The  fyrste  day^  the  deuyls  Avere  there,  And'  betyo)  hym, 
sayeng^,  "  wenys  thou,  -wreche,  for  to  disseyue  vs]  se  here  thy 
Chartoure,  that  come  to  vs,  and'  we  come  not  to  the."  And'  afte?* 
the  seconde  day  come  the  bishope,  and'  vesite  hym,  and'  seide,  "  dere 
sone,  drede  the  not,  for  yette  thou  moste  be  stille,  tiH  the  thrid' 
day."  an($  so  he  was.  The  deuyls  comyn),  but  he  sawe  hem)  not  as 
he  did'  be-fore,  but  he  herde  hem) ;  but  they  did'  hym  no  harme,  but 
thratte  hym.  when  the  thrid'  day  was  gone,  the  bishope  asked' 
hym,  how  he  fared' 1  he  saide  "  wele,  blessyd'  be  god'!  hooly  thy 
prayers  haue  ouercomyn  the  deuyls,  so  fat  they  hau)  not  noyed?  me." 
Then)  the  bishope,  on)  the  haliday  next,  ladde  the  yonge  maii) 
Avith  hym)  to  the  chirche,  and'  come  be-fore  the  peple  in  the  p?-oces- 
sioh).  Then  come  the  deuyls,  be-fore  aH  the  peple,  and'  wolde  haue 
drawen)  [hym]  oute  of  the  bishopes  handes ;  so  that  the  bishope 
felte  the  drawyng'  of  the  fende.  Then  the  bishope  seide  with  an 
highe  voice,  be-fore  aH  the  peple,  "  wrechid'  deuyls,  it  shaH  not  be 
so."  and'  praide  to  aH"  the  peple,  to  lyfte  vp  here  handes  to 
god',  and'  that  they  shuld'  not  leue,  tiH  the  yonge  man)  were 
delyuered'.  and'  so  it  was  done,  and'  so  the  deuyls  lafte  the  yonge 
man),  that  was  aferde,  and'  sorie ;  and'  also  lete  the  Chartoure  falle 
oute  of*  the  Eyre  into  the  byshopes  handes.  than  they  aH  thanked' 
god',  for  the  delyueryng^  of  the  yonge  synfuH  man).    Amen),  &c. 

•  leaf  63,  back.  ^  dayes,  MS. 
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[LX.  ] 

(op  a  clerk  WHO  LOVED  A  HEATHEN  MAIDEN.) 

SOme  tyme  there  was  a  clerke,  that  the  deuyH:  was  Besy  a-boute, 
to  confownde  and'  brynge  mto  synne,  and'  made  hym  to 
brenne  in  the  loue  of  a  Avomaii),  be  liis  suggestion) ;  the  which 
womau)  was  a  paynyrn),^  that  wolde  on  no  wise  consente  to  hym, 
with  oute  assente  of  here  fadire.  she  wente  and'  tokle  here  fadire, 
that  a  clerke  louyd'  here,  the  Fade?'  seide,  "  I  shaft  aske  cownsaylle 
of  my  god'  of  this  things."  he  wente,  and'  asked'  his  go(J.  his  gocf 
seide,  with  this  condicion)  he  shiild'  assente,  if*  he  wolde  forsake 
criste,  of  whome  he  was  Called  a  cr/"ste?z  man,  and'  blessyd'  Marie, 
the  which  alt  wey  prayeth  for  sjaifuH  men)  and'  womeu).  The  fadir 
seide  to  the  clerke,  "  I  wil  consente  to  the,  if*  thou  wilt  forsake  the 
laws  of  thy  god'."  The  Clerke  seide,  "  I  wil,  and'  forsake  Criste, 
and'  oure  ladie."  The  woman)  wolde  not  yete  assente,  but  hire 
fadire  had'  take  cownsayle  efte  sonys  of  his  god.  The  fadir  of  the 
maydyn)  wente  to  his  gode,  and  tolde  hym  how  the  Clerke  had' 
forsakyn)  Criste  and'  marie.  "What^  saj'est  pou?"  his  god'  seide, 
"if*  he  haue  forsakyn)  Criste,  Criste  hathe  not  forsakyn)  ^him,  if*  he 
wolde  be  sorie  for  his  synne.  And'  aske  me?"cy."  The  fadir  of  the 
maydyn  tolde  the  clerke  what  his  god'  had'  saide.  The  clerk  herde 
this,  and'  herde  that  his  ydole  knewe  this,  and'  wiste  wele  he  seide 
sothe.  he  was  sory,  and'  askid'  mercy  of  god',  and'  afterwarde  leuyd' 
relegiously.  Also  the  hethen)  man)  and  his  doughte?"  herdj^n  that 
oure  lorde  is  so  mercyfuH ;  Jiey  were  baptized,  and'  turned'  to  Cristen) 
feithe.     Amen),  &c. 

[  L^I-  ] 

(op  a  miracle  perpormed  on  certain  jews.) 

Aseculere  chanon)  and  a  Cristen)  man)  louyd'  lecherously  the 
doughter  of  a  lewe,  but  of*  longe  tyme  he  myglit  not  come 
by  here,  for  to  haue  his  luste  of  hire,  att  thoughe  she  assentid' 
to  hym),  for  the  fadir  hade  grete  deligence  a-boute  the  kepyng*  of 
here.  It*  happenyd'  afterwarde,  in  lenton)  tyme,  that  she  mette  Avith 
'  paynyne,  MS.  '  andt;  what,  MS.  '  leaf  64. 
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tlie  chanon),  and?  spake  to  hym)  thes  wordes,  "  sir,"  she  seide,  "  I 
know  wele  that  ye  han  loued'  me  of  longe  tyrae,  and'  ye  of  me  are 
moste  louyd'  a-boue  aH  othere ;  and'  for  a  Comenable  tyme  is  not 
yete  comyn  for  to  futtfiH  oure  purpose,  I  warne  you,  if  ye  wil  fuHfili 
youre  p2<rpose,  comyth  to  me  suerly  on  good?  friday  at  Euy?i,  that 
next  comyth,  for  then)  my  fadir  and'  ojje?-  of*  oure  folke  are  that  tyme 
vexed?  and'  traueyled'  with  djmej'se  infirmytes,  so  that  non)  that 
myght  shaH  haue  any  suspeciou)  to  vs."  The  chanon)  assentid'  to 
here  sayeng^,  aH  thoughe  he  knewe  it  was  an  horrible  synne  to 
euery  Cristyii)  mau) ;  but  he  myght  not  come  to  hire  no  nothere  wise, 
with  outyn  sklaundyre.  that  holy  nyght,  on  good'  friday,  he  wente 
and'  synned  with  here,  and?  atte  morne  the  fadir  was  yerely  vpp, 
and'  come  to  the  place  there  they  were,  and'  fownde  the  Chanon) 
with  here ;  and'  desired'  forto  haue  slayne  hym^  but  he  durste  not, 
for  he  Avas  Cousyn)  to  the  byshope  of  the  Cite,  and  so  he  lete  hym 
go.  and'  that  same  Chanoun),  on  the  holy  setwrday  of  Esterne, 
moste  menystre  to  the  byshope  that  saide  the  masse,  and'  thought 
on  his  synne,  and  was  right  sorie ;  for  hym  thouglit  he  was  not 
worthy,  but  tristed'  in  the  mercy  of  god',  and'  wente  to  mynestre  to 
the  bishope.  and'  [he]  loked  behynde  hym),  and'  saw  the  fader  of  the 
womaii)  withe  many  lewes  into  the  kyrke  comyng*,  with  a  gi-ete 
assaylyng^,  for  to  sklaundre  and'  to  confownde  hym  opynly,  be-fore 
the  byshope  and'  aU  the  peple,  and'  for  to  shewe  his  synne  be-fore 
hem)  aH.  but  when)  he  sawe  this,  he  lifted'  vp  his  Eyen)  to  heuyii, 
and'  with  sorowe  of*  ^herte  he  askid'  forgyvenesse  of  criste,  be-hetyng^ 
that  he  shuld'  neuer  do  so  more,  while  he  leuyd'  in  this  worlde,  throw 
his  graciouse  kepyng^.  Lo  !  a  wondre  thing' ;  aH  the  lewes  ronne  to 
the  byshope,  and'  iche  of  hem  with  opyn  mouthe  gapid'  before  the 
byshope ;  but  bi  the  pz<rviaunce  of*  god'  non)  of  hem  spake  a  worde, 
but  as  dowmbe  men)  they  gaped,  stondynge  a-monge  the  peple. 
wherfore  the  byshope,  wenyng*  that  they  were  comyn)  in  represse  of 
Cristen)  feithe,  and'  for  to  lette  goddis  seruice,  he  bade  aH  the  cristen) 
peple  to  dryve  hem  oute  of  the  kyrke,  the  wicked  lewes ;  and'  so 
they  diddera.  for  the  which  niyracle  the  chanon)  yeldid  to  God' 
thankynges,  and'  tolde  the  byshope  be  ordre  as  it  was  done ;  and' 
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afterwarde  leuyd'  wele  and'  deuoutely,  in  good'  life ;  ancB  turned  the 
Avoman  to  the  feitlie  of  Criste,  anil'  Cristenyd'  hire,  and'  made  here 
an  holy  nonne  ;  that  afterwarde  aH  here  lyfe  leuyd'  in  goddis  werkes, 
and?  after  deyed',  when  hire  tyme  Come,  and'  wente  to  the  blisse  of 
heuyn),  to  eue/dastyng*  loye. 

[  LXII.  ] 
(how  man's  works  are  weighed  in  a  balance.) 

A  man  there  was,  that  was  seke  nere  to  the  dethe,  and'  sawe  ij. 
aungills,  a  good',  and?  a  had' ;  the  which  ij.  wedyn)  in  ballaunce 
his  werkes,  bojje  good'  ancf  ba(J.  and  when  he  sawe  his  good' 
werkes  were  but  fewe,  then  he  seide,  "  a  !  lorde  lesu  Criste,  shaH 
it  not  helpe  me  that  thou  deyeste  for  me,  and'  suffred'  thy  pynefidi 
passion)  for  me,  ancJ  was  nayled'  to  the  Crosse  for  me  "? "  and'  when) 
he  had'  seide  thus,  he  Avepte  faste.  and'  anone  a  grete  nayle  felle 
into  the  balaunce,  where  his  good'  werkes  were ;  and'  than  they 
weyed'  mych  more  than  his  badde ;  and'  tliis  man  was  sauyd', 
blessyct  be  god' !  deo  gracias.     Amen)  &c. 

[  LXIII.  ] 
(how  a  man  was  delivered  from  purgatory  for  his  piety.) 

There  was  a  man),  that  had'  a  Custome,  alse  ofte  as  he  wente  to 
bedde  and'  rose  oute  of  it,  to  p?'ay,  he  that  is  kyng^  of^  lewes 
and?  of  aH  Cristen),  wolde  gyfe  hym  grace  to  passe  oute  of* 
this  worlde  with  confession)  of*  his  synnes.  and'  when  he  leide  hym 
in  his  bedde,  and'  rose  at  morowe,  with  his  tho-wmbe  he  made  a  crosse 
in  his  forhede,  an(J  on  his  breste,  sayeng*  thus,  "  Ihe^u  of*  nazarethe, 
kyng*  of  lewes,  haue  mercy  on  me !  In  nomine  patris  et  filii  et 
spiritus  sanct?.  J.^?^en)."  afterwarcf  it  happenyd',  that  he  deyed' 
sodeynly.  The  deuyls  tokyn  his  soule,  and'  wolde  haue  ledde  it  to 
helle ;  But  there  come  a  fayre  man  shyny?«g*,  ^  And'  drofe  hem  a-waye 
from  hym.  Anone  this  fayre  man)  was  a-way  from)  hym),  and'  there 
he  wase  in  grete  derknesse ;  but  oute  of  that  place,  that  he  made 
this  w^orthy  tokyn)  of  the  Crosse  in,  come  oute  a  shynyng*  as  it  had' 
ben  a  bryght  sterre,^  that  gafe  hym  lyght  in  the  derknesse.     Than 
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the  deuyls  comyii)  aboute  hym,  and  wolde  haue  take  hym ;  but  the 
light  that  come  from)  hym  ferid!  hem,  so  that  they  diirste  not  leye 
no  hande  on  hym.  then  come  that  shynyng*  man)  a-gayne,  and' 
saide  to  hym,  that  the  hye  domysmau)  seide,  ali  thofe  he  shuld'  be 
dampnyd'  for  his  synne,  neuer  the  lese  for  the  feithe  and  deuocion) 
that  he  had  a-boute  his  passioi]),  and  in  Callyng^  and  exp?-essyng^  of 
his  name,  he  wolde  spare  hym ;  and  that  he  shuld  lyve  a-gayne,  and 
shryve  hym  of  his  synnes,  if  he  wolde,  and  amende  his  lyfe  into 
better,  and  so  he  did,  and  leuyd  wele  aU  his  lyfe  into  better ;  and 
Endid  his  lyfe  in  pease,  and  wente  to  heuyii).     Ame?«. 

[  LXIY.  ] 
(how  certain  tempting  devils  were  vanquished.) 

EEdde  it  is  of*  oon,  that  wayled  and  sorowed  gretly  for  his 
synnes,  the  deuyls  comyn)  to  hym,  and  seyden,  "  leue  thy 
sorowe  and  thy  wepyng^,  for  thou  arte  oures,  and  it  may  no 
nothere  wise  be,  but  that  thou  arte  oures ;  and  sese,  and  abide  [a]  while, 
and  thou  shalte  sorowe  Euoughe  in  helle."  and  the  more  the 
deuyls  spake  to  hym),  the  more  he  sorowed  and  wepte,  and  wolde 
not  leue  for  hem.  atte  laste  [they]  were  constreyned  by  the  holy 
goste  to  saye  to  hym  in  the  Eere,  "  thou,  haste  ouere-comyn)  vs." 
and'  so  they  wente  away  from  hym).  Here  it  semes  wele,  pat  we 
moste  wepe  for  oure  synnes,  while  we  lyve,  wilfully,  or  Elles  in 
purgatorie  or  in  helle,  a-gaynes  our  wille. 

[  LXV.  ] 
(how  a  bishop  was  damned  for  neglect  of  the  warnings  of  god.) 

In  Saxsonye  was  a  byshope,  whose  name  was  hudo.  he  was 
delicatly  fedde  with  mete  and  with  drynke,  and  lecherouse 
was  or  he  was  a  byshope ;  of*  whose  synnes  god  wolde  make 
an)  Ende,  And  on  a  nyght  "with  this  voyce  manasyde '  hym),  sayeng", 
"  Hudo  !  make  an)  Ende  of  thy  playe,  for  thou  haste  pleyde  Enough e, 
I  saye."  and  when  he  had  herde  this  voyse,  a  while  he  amendid 
hym) ;  and  afterwarde  he  was  sterid  with  temptac[i]on)  to  his  forseide 
synnes,  and  felle  into  henD  a-gayne.     and  Efte  sonys  he  was  warnyd 
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"with  the  same  voice  from)  hem,  sayeng^,  "hudo!  make  ^an  Ende, 
for  thou  haste  pleyde  Enoughe,  I  say."  but'  yete  he  amendid'  hym) 
nought'  stately.  The  thrid'  tyme  he  was  manasyde  with  the  same 
voice,  as  he  dide  be-fore,  and'  yete  he  felle  a-gayne  to  synne.  ancJ 
on  a  nyght,  when  he  had'  ben  merie,  and'  was  dronkyii),  and'  he 
wente  mery  and'  glad'  to  bedde,  the  same  nyght  his  offyciaH  sawe  the 
soule  of  the  byshope,  in  his  bedde,  be  brought  with  ij.  deuyls  be-fore 
the  prince  of  deuyls,  sittynge  in  his  see  as  a  domysman),  with  a  grete 
multitude  of  deuyls  stondyng*  a-boute  hym.  Than  seide  the  mayster 
deuyH  to  the  soule,  "  welcome,  my  doughter ;  speke  now  blaseflemys." 
the  soule  stode  stiH  fuH  sorye,  and'  spake  not.  Then  he  seide,  "yete 
speke,  myn)  owne  doughtt'/',  for  I  am  he  whom)  thou  haste  se/'ued' ; 
and'  therfore  I  shaH  wele  yelde  the  for  thy  seruice."  the  soule  stode 
stitt,  and'  seide  nought.  The  prince  of*  the  deuyls  seide  to  the  deuyls 
that  brought  hym,  "gothe,  and'  putte  hym)  in  a  bathe,  and'  than) 
shaH  he  speke."  Than  they  tokyn)  Tpe  soule,  and'  putt  it  in  a 
Cawderowne  fuH  of*  wellyng*  piche  and'  brymstone  ;  and'  afterwards 
draweh)  [it]  ou-te,  and'  brought  [it]  be-fore  the  mayster,  that  bade  the 
soule  speke,  and'  it  spake  not.  Then  the  mayster  seide,  "  gyfe  hym  a 
drynke  in  myn  owne  Cuppe,  and'  then  shaH  he  speke."  they  tokyn) 
his  Cuppe,  and'  filled'  it  fuHe  of  the  moste  abhomynable  and'  most© 
stynkyng*  licoure,  and'  constreyned'  hym)  to  drynke  it  vp  at  oon) 
draught ;  and?  yete  it  wold'  not  speke.  then  seide  the  precidente, 
"  steweth  hym),  and'  than  shaH  he  speke."  The  deuyls  tokyn)  a-waye 
a  coueryng*  of*  a  pitte,  oute  of  the  which  come  a  brethe  and'  a  smeke 
afthere  moste  stynkyng',  the  which  myght  haue  corupte  aH  the 
worlde,  as  it  semyd'  to  hym)  that  sawe  it ;  and'  in  this  pitte  they 
putte  the  soule.  and'  when)  it  had'  ben  there  a  certeyne  tyme,  they 
tokyn)  it  oute,  and'  broughte  it  be-fore  theyre  mayster,  that  seide, 
"now  speke,  my  doughter."  then  the  soule  began)  to  blasefleme, 
ancJ  seide,  "  waried'  and'  Cursed'  be  they  that  me  gate  ! "  then)  seide 
the  mayster  deuyH,  "  so,  doughter,  now  sayesf  thou  wele ;  speke  on 
more ! "  "  wariecJ  and'  Cursed',"  she  seide,  "  be  my  god'  and'  the 
houre  the  which  I  was  conseyued',  and?  Cursed'  be  they  that  me 
gate  !  "     Then  spake  the  mayster  deuyU,  "  so,  doughte?',  now  sayesf 
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jjou  iwele;  speke  more!"  "waried'  aud?  Cursed,"  she  seide,  "be  my 
god'  Fadire  and'  my  god'  modire,  that  made  me  CristeiO ! "  "  yete, 
douglite/-,"  seide  the  mayster  of"  deuyls^  "  thou  moste  speke  more." 
then  seide  the  soule,  "  waried'  and'  Cursed'  be  Criste,  and'  his  modire, 
and  aH  jje  seyntes  of^  heuyn) ! "  Then  seide  the  prince  of  deuyls, 
"  now  thow  haste  spokeu)  right  wisely ;  now  shalte  thou  haue  thy 
mede  for  thy  seruyce."  Anone  they  token)  hym,  and'  putte  hym  in 
the  pittes  bothome,  in  the  which  he  was  putte  be-fore ;  and'  stoppid? 
the  pyttes  mouthe  a-boue.  The  official!  sawe  this;  and'  when  he 
wakenyd',  he  was  aH  wete  of  swete,  for  angwishe  that  he  suffred'. 
he  rose,  and'  wente  to  the  Chambreleyne  of*  J)e  byshope,  and'  seide, 
"  how  fares  my  lorde  ]  "  he  seide,  "  comes,  and'  sees."  they  wentyn), 
and'  loked',  and'  fownde  hym  dede ;  and'  soughtyn)  the  Cuppe,  and' 
couthe  neuer  fynde  hym  ne  it.  and'  thus^  wrechidly  he  passed'  oute 
of"  the  worlde,^  for  he  wolde  not  amend'  hym  be  tyme  of  his  lyfe. 
Amen)  &c, 

[  LXYI.  ] 

(how  a  monk  was  rewarded  for  his  prayers  on  behalf 

OF    TWO    brothers.) 

SOme  tyme  there  were  iij.  monkes,  dwelljTig*  to-gedre  m  a 
Couente,  that  loued'  hem)  wele  to-gedere.  ij.  of  hem  be-gone 
to  be  seke,  and'  deyden)  of  the  seknesse ;  and'  the  thrid'  laf te 
on)  lyve,  that  nyght  and'  day  deuoutely  prayde  for  his  brethere,  that 
here  payne  of  purgatorie  myght  be  released'  the  sonyre  for  his 
prayere ;  and'  so  they  were.  It*  felle  on  a  nyght,  that  a  monke  aftir 
matyns  wase  in  the  chaptoure  house,  and'  loked'  oute  at  a  wyndowe, 
and'  sawe  ij.  monkes  sitte  on)  a  graue,  and'  cladde  in  monkes  wede, 
and'  Ey  there  of  hertD  had'  a  tabernacle  tapre  brennyng*  in  his  hande ; 
and'  he  mervayled'  gretly  what  this  myght  be.  he  thought  he  wolde 
go  to  the  abbote,  and'  telle  hym)  what  he  had'  sene ;  and'  did'  so. 
then  the  abbote  and'  the  monke  comyn)  for  to  se  heni) ;  and'  when 
the  abbote  sawe  hem),  he  conlored'  hem,  and'  asked'  what  they  were  ] 
the[y]  seydyn,  they  were  monkes  some  tyme  of*  that  couente,  And' 
how  they  were  scaped'  the  peyne  of-*  purgatorie,  throw  the  prayere 
and'  the  besekyng*  of  Robert,  here  felawe. —  "and'  when  Ave  were 
'  leaf  66.  '"'  MS.  this.  ^  wolrde,  MS. 
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delyuerecf,  we  prayde  for  'Robert,  oure  felawe,  that  he  shuld'  neuer 
fele  the  peyne  of  purgatorie,  and'  it  is  graunted  vs ;  And  we  abide, 
tiH  Eobe?'t  may  go  with  vs  to  the  blisse  of  heuyn)."  The  abbots 
seide,  "Robert,  that  ye  speke  of,  is  not  seke."  but  sekyrly  then 
wente  the  abbote  and  the  monke,  to  wete  how  Roberte^  '^{dved^,  and 
to  wete  whethere  Eobert  was  seke^  and  whether  it  was  trew  or  false 
that  they  seyden.  and  as  they  wentyn  come  a  monke  rennyug*,  and 
tolde  the  abbote  that  Eobe;-t  was  dede.  then  the  Abbote  turnyd 
a-gayne,  for  to  se  if  the  monkes  stodyn  stiH  there,  and  they  fownde 
hem  not.  and  so  they  wentyii)  aH  to  heuyn ;  for  it  is  written,  "  he 
Jjrtt  prayeth  for  anothere,  laboreth  for  hym  self*,  for  to  come  to  the 
blisse  of  heuyn)."     to  the  which  bryngt  vs  Ihesu  Cr/ste  !    amen. 

[  LXVII.  ] 
(how  a  woman,  who  was  damned,  appeared  to  her  son.) 

A  woman  there  was  some  tyme,  that  had  a  sone  by  here  hous- 
bonde,  that  was  sette  to  fe  scole ;  and  when  he  was  of  age, 
he  was'  made  a  preste,  and  studied  to  lyve  religeously.  This 
wyfe  had  conseyued  afterward  ij.  sonys  in  a-voutery ;  and  when  the 
ChildrjTi)  were  waxen,  she  deyed.  then  the  fyrste  sone,  pat  she  had 
by  here  housbond,  that  was  a  preste,  was  fuH  besy  for  to  pray  the 
saluacion)  of*  his  modyrs  soule,  and  songe  many  masses  for  here, 
prayeng^  to  god  deuoutely,  that  he  myght  wete  how  his  modre  fared. 
On  a  day  as  he  prayde,  there  aperid  to  hym  a  fourme  of*  a  woman, 
fro  whose  hede  he  sawe  a  derke  flawme  rise  vp ;  and  on  here  lippes 
and  on  here  tonge  he  sawe  an  horreble  tode  gnawe,  and  sesid  not ; 
and  fro  hire  tetis  he  sawe  hange  ij.  serpen tes,  sore  soukynge  hem ; 
and  the  skyn)  on)  here  back  was  drawen  downe  to  here  ha?Hmes,  and 
trayled  after  here,  aH  on  fyre.  then  seide  the  preste,  "  what  arte 
thou,  in  the  name  of  god?"  she  answerid,  and  seide,  "  I  am  thy 
modyre ;  be-holde  and  se  to  what  paynes  I  am)  putte  euerlastyngly, 
for  my  synnes."  then  he  asked  here,  for  what  synnes  she  sufFred 
thes  paynes  1  she  seide,  "  I  am  tormentid  with  this  blew  fyre  on  my 
hede,  for  my  lecherouse  anourement  of  myn)  heere,  and  ojie?'  array 
ther  on) ;  in  my  lyppes  and  my  tonge,  for  wicked  and  veyne  speches^ 
'  MS.  Reberte.  *  leaf  66,  back. 
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and?  lecherouse  kyssynges,  I  suffere  thes  todes  to  frete ;  on  my  tetis 
I  haue  thes  ij.  serpentes  soukyng'  so  sore,  that  me  thinlceth  they 
souke  cute  my  herte-blode,  for  I  gafe  soiike,  and'  noryshecJ  my  ij. 
hore  Coppis ;  and'  my  brennynge  skynne  drawene  of,  and?  folowyng^ 
me,  is  for  my  large  trayne  of  clothe,  that  I  was  wonte  to  drawe  aftire 
me,  while  I  leuyd'  on  Erthe."  "  a  !  modre,"  he  seide,  "  mowe  ye 
not  be  sauyd'  1 "  "  no,"  she  saide ;  and'  wente  a-way  from)  his  sight*. 

[  LXVIII.  ] 

(the    PUNISHED    OF    ADULTERERS.) 

1  A  woman  there  was  some  tym  a-lyve,  that  was  a  bawde  be-twene 
l\  an  housbond-man)  and'  a-nothere  mannys  wife,  and'  ofte  sithe 
jLJLhad'  brought  hem  to-gedre  in  the  synne  of  a-voutery;  and' 
contemied?  many  a  day,  throw  help  of  this  bawde.  atte  laste  this 
woman),  that  was  bawde,  feUe  seke,  and'  shuld'  deye.  she  thought 
in  here  herte,  how  she  had'  ben  a  synfuH  wrech,  and'  was  sory  in 
here  herte,  that  Euer  she  had  offendid'  god',  and'  thought  she  wolde 
amende  here,  as  holy  chirche  wolde ;  and'  sente  for  here  Criature, 
and'  was  shreuyn),  and'  toke  here  penaunce,  as  she  myght  for  the 
tyme,  and'  was  in  wille  neuer  to  torne  a-gayne  to  synne ;  and'  wepte 
faste,  and'  praiede  criste,  for  the  vertue  of*  his  blessyd'  passyon),  that 
he  wolde  haue  me?'cy  on  here,  and'  also  for  the  prayere  of  his 
blessyd'  modre,  and'  aH  seyntes ;  and'  so  she  passyd'  oute  of*  this 
worlde.  Andt  sone  after,  the  man)  and'  the  woman),  that  lyvedyn) 
in  synne,  deyedyn)  with  oute  repentcwmce.  This  womans  housbond' 
praide  faste  for  his  wife,  that  was  the  bawde,  that  god'  wolde  shews 
hym  how  his  Avife  fared',  Afte/'warde  on)  a  nyghf,  as  he  lay  in  his 
bedde,  his  wife  aperid'  to  hym),  and'  seide,  "housbond,  be  not 
a-ferde,  but  rise  vp,  and'  go  with  me,  for  thou  shalte  se  mervayles." 
he  rose,  and'  wente  with  here,  til  they  come  into  a  fayre  playne. 
then  she  seide,  "  stond'  here  stiH,  and'  be  not  a-ferde,  for  thou  shalte 
haue  no  harme,  and'  wisely  be-holde  what  thou  shalte  se."  then  she 
wente  a  lititt  way  from)  hym),  til  she  come  at  a  grete  stone,  that  had' 
an  hole  in  the  myddes  ;  and'  as  she  stode  a-fore  fe  stone,  sodenly  slie 
was  a  longe  addre,  and'  putte  here  hede  in  at  an  hole  in  the  myddjs 
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of  Jje  stone,  ande  Crepte  tlirowe  ;  but  she  lefte  hire  hame  with  oule 
the  stone,  and'  anone  she  stode  yp  a  fayre  woman),  and'  sone  after 
come  ij.  deuyls  yellyng^,  and'  broughtyn)  a  Cawderon)  fuH:  of  bote 
■wellyng^  brasse,  and'  sette  it  downe  be-syde  the  stone ;  and'  after  hem 
came  othere  ij.  deuyls,  Cryenge,  and'  broughtyn)  a  man) ;  and'  after 
hem)  Came  othere  ij.  deuyls,  with  greta  noyse,  and'  broughtjTi)  a 
woman),  than  the  ij.  deuyls  tokyn)  bothe  the  man  ande  the  woman) 
that  they  brought,  and?  Caste  he??i  into  a  Cawderon)  ancJ  helde  hem) 
there,  till  the  fleshe  was  sothyn)  fro  the  bone,  then  they  tokyn) 
cute  the  bonys,  and'  ^leyde  hem  beside  the  Cawderon) ;  And'  anone 
they  were  made  man)  and'  woman,  and'  the  deuyls  caste  hem  in 
a-gayne  into  the  Cawderon);  and'  this  were  they  serued'  many  a 
tyme.  ancJ  then)  the  deuyls  wentyn  as  they  comyu)  thiddere.  the 
woman,  that  Crepte  throw  the  stone,  wente  a-gayne  to  hire 
housbonde,  and'  seide,  "  Knewes  pox\  ought  this  man)  and'  this 
woman)]"  he  seide,  "yee,  they  were  oure  neghbores."  "  sawe 
thou,"  she  saide,  "what  payne  they  had'T'  he  saide,  "yee,  an 
hideouse  payn6."  "this  peyne,"  she  seide  "shuH  they  haue  in  belle 
euer  more,  for  they  lyvedyn  in  avoutery,  and'  amendid'  hem  nought, 
anct  I  was  bawde  be-twene  hem,  and'  brought  heme  to-gedre ;  and'  I 
shuld'  haue  bene  with  hem  in  the  Cawderon)  Euer,  had'  I  nought 
amendid'  me  in  my  lyfe,  with  contr/cioii),  confession).  And' 
satisfaccion),  as  I  myght,  be  the  mercy  of  gocP ;  and'  crepte  throw 
the  stone,  and  lefte  my  hame  be-hynde  me."  The  stone  is  Criste ; 
the  hole  is  his  blessid'  wounde  on  his  side ;  and'  the  hame  is  my 
synnes,  that  I  lefte  behjTide  me,  be  the  merite  of  Cristes  passion) ; 
and'  therfore  I  shaH  be  sauyd'.  Go  thou  now  home,  and'  be-warre  of 
synne,  ancB  amende  the,  for  thou  shalte  ly ve  but  a  while ;  and'  do 
almesse  dedes  for  the  and'  for  me."  then  the  housbond'  wente  home, 
and'  did'  as  she  bade  hym ;  and'  -with  in  shorte  tyme  after  he  deyede, 
andf  wente  to  the  blisse. 

'  leaf  67  back. 


GKSTA.  26 


386      LSIX.    THE   RICH   MAN   AND   THE   POOR   WIDOW.       ADDIT.  906G. 

[  LXIX.  ] 

(now    A    RICH    MAN    WAS    PUNISHED    FOR   ROBBING   A    POOR    WIDOW.) 

"n  a  tyme  there  was  a  riclie  man)  leuyng^,  that  had?  mych  good', 
and'  many  bestes ;  and  beside  hj^m  dwelled'  a  pore  wedowe, 
that  had'  but  oon)  Fatte  cowe,  that  was  the  substa??ce  of  here 
leuyng^.  this  riche  man)  sawe  this  cowe  Avas  fayre,  and'  fatte,  and' 
likyng^  to  his  Eye.  Anone  he  bade  his  man  go  feche  the  cowe,  and' 
sle  here,  and'  dight  here  to  his  mete,  his  man)  did'  so ;  and'  when 
his  mayster  was  sette  to  mete,  and'  serued?  hym  therwith,  Anone  the 
riche  man  Cutte  a  morseH  of  the  fleshe,  ancP  put  it  in  his  niouthe, 
and'  wolde  haue  Etyn)  it ;  and'  alse  swithe  he  was  strangled'  with  the 
same  morseH.  and?  the  deuytt  was  redye,  and'  had'  liis  soule  to  helle  ; 
for  the  prophete  seith,  wo  shatt  be  Kobbers  and'  revers  of*  pore 
mennes  goodes,  for  they  shuH  to  lieH,  aye  ^  there  to  dwelle,  but  they 
amende  hem  or  they  deye.  Here  men  may  se  what  pereH  it  is  to  be 
a  robbere  of  othere  mennes  goodes  !  &c. 

[  LXX.  ] 

(how   INJUSTICE   TOWARDS   A   POOR   MAN   WAS   PUNISHED.) 

BEside  yorke  was  dwellyng*  a  Iurro?«',  as  bede  telleth,  that  hacJ 
a  pore  man  to  his  neghbore,  that  had  a  close  lyeng*  by  the 
lurro?^?',  that  he  wolde  gladly  haue.  he  wente  to  this  pore 
man,  for  to  byit.  the  pore  man  seide,  he  wolde  not  selle  it,  for  he 
myght  not  for-go  it.  then  seide  the  Iurroz«",  "syne  I  may  not  by 
it,  lete  it  me  to  ferme."  he  seide,  "  sir,  I  wil  nefer  selle  it,  ne  lets 
it  to  ferme,  for  the  aiese  that  it  dothe  me."  The  lurroz/r  sawe  that 
he  myght  not  haue  the  close,  he  wente,  and  toke  his  ow^ne  horse, 
and  prevely  putt  bym  in  the  Close  of*  the  pore  man ;  and  wente  and 
prayde  ij.  of  his  neghbores  for  to  go  with  hym,  and  helpe  hym  for 
to  seke  his  horse,  when  they  had  walked  in  the  felde,  they  come 
homewarde  by  the  close ;  and  the  IwxTOur  loked,  and  sawe  his  hors. 
and  seide,  "yondere  is  my  horse,  I  wene."  they  seide,  "yee." 
Than  they  wente  to  the  pore  mannys  house,  and  seide,  "thou 
haste  stolne  this  mannys  horse."  he  seide,  "nay."  "yis,"  saide 
the  Imxour,  thou  haste  stolne  hym,  and  putt  hym  in  thi  close."     he 

'  leaf  68. 


LXX.    THE   AVARICIOUS   NOBLE   PUNISHED.       ADDIT.  9066.  3S7 

saide,  "naye,"  "yis,"  saide  the  Inrrour,  "come  and'  se."  they 
weiityn,  and?  foundyn)  the  horse  there,  than  seide  the  lurro?/?-  to 
his  felawes,  "  take  hym  as  a  thefe."  they  did  as  he  hade ;  and' 
when  the  lustice  was  comyn),  he  ordeyned?  a  false  queste,  and?  made 
hym  to  he  hangede  on  the  galowes.  ancJ  for  he  wolde  not  be 
suspecte,  he  toke  his  horse,  and  rode  oute  that  day,  and?  a-Gayne 
Euyn)  he  come  by  the  galowes,  an(J  sawe  hym  hange  there.  *'  It 
ha(J  ben)  better  for  the,"  he  saide,  "  for  to  haue  had'  \>i  lyfe,  and'  gone 
on  thy  fete."  than)  he  rode  to  hym,  to  fe  galoAves,  and  seid',  "lo  ! 
if*  thou  wolde  haue  lette  me  haue  hadde  thy  close,  thou  shuld  haue 
hade  thy  life,  and'  gone  on  thy  fete."  then  he  rode  to  hym,  and? 
drewe  oute  his  swerde,  an(J  smote  in  sondre  the  rope,  and'  he  felle 
downe ;  and'  be  fat  he  had'  putt  vp  his  swerde,  the  dedman)  sterte 
vp,  ancJ  toke  the  horse  by  the  brydiH.  and?  the  lurrour  was  a-ferde, 
that  he  durste  not  skyppe  downe ;  and'  so  the  dedraah)  ledde  hym  to 
towne,  and?  into  the  chirch,  where  mych  folk  was,  atte  derige  of  a 
dedemaii)  that  laye  on  the  here,  and'  when)  ^he  with  the  rope 
a-boute  his  necke  and'  the  Iurro?<r  comyn)  atte  here,  the  man  that 
was  hanged',  seide  to  the  dedman)  jjat  laye  on  the  here,  "  rise  vp,  on 
goddis  behalf e,  and'  gife  a  dome  betwene  this  man  and'  me."  The 
dedman)  on  the  here  sette  hym)  vp,  and?  seide,  "thou,  Inrvotir,  for 
thou  haste  wickidly  and'  falsly  done  this  man  to  be  hangetf,  thou 
shalte  go  to  helle,  and  with  the  fende  there  to  dwelle ;  And'  thou 
that  was  hanged',  be  cause  thou  waried?  an(J  Cursed'  hym,  and' 
desyrest*  for  to  haue  had'  vengeazmce  on)  hym,  and'  so  thou  deyeste 
oute  of  Charite,  thou  shalte  go  to  heUe  Also."  And'  when  he  had' 
seide  this,  he  leide  hym  downe  on  the  here  agayne.  And?  he  that 
was  hanged'  felle  downe  dede  also.  And'  the  Iurro2;r  also  had'  loste 
all  his  wittes,  and?  sate  stiH  on  his  horse,  as  a  beste.  then  they  tokyn) 
hym  downe,  and?  leyde  hym  on)  a  bedde ;  and'  sone  after  he  deyed', 
and'  wente  his  waye.  here  men)  may  se  by  the  lurrowr,  what  pereH 
it  is  to  do  a  man)  to  dethe  for  his  good',  falsly.  Also  men  may  se  by 
hym  that  was  hanged',  what  pereH  it  is  to  Curse  and'  banne,  and' 
deye  out  of  charite,  and'  not  gyfe  the  dome  to  gocf,  that  can)  wisely 
deme,  and'  wisely  rewarde,  &c. 
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[  LXXI.  ] 

(how  a  man  who  had  committed  incest  was  pardoned.) 

PEre  was  a  pore  yonge  man,  an(J  weddid!  a  pore  yonge  woman, 
this  pore  yonge  man),  swich  litiii  good'  as  he  had',  and  myght 
gete  of  his  frendes,  he  hought  and'  solde,  and'  wanne  faste ; 
for  he  ha(J  hape  in  aH  things  that  he  bought,  and  richesse  of  the 
■worlde  felle  faste  to  hym,  that  in  fewe  yeres  he  was  a  riche 
marchaunde.  tliis  man)  had  by  his  wyfe  a  sone  and'  a  doughte?-,  ant¥ 
noryshed  hem)  wele,  and  arayed  hem  Gayle,  that  liis  neghborcs 
spaken)  therof*,  and  seydyn),  "  se  this  man) !  tliat  late  was  a  pore 
man),  how  nysely  [he]  arayes  his  childryn)  ! "  and  [he]  lette  hem  be 
togedre  in  oo  bedde,  so  longe,  that  his  sister  was  with  childe,  and 
tolde  here  brothere.  then  was  he  sorye  and  she  bothe,  and  seide, 
"if  oure  fadire  and  modire  wete  it,  we  shutt  be  shamed  for  Eue?*, 
and  aH  oure  frendes."  then)  seide  the  brothere,  "  I  can)  a  better 
"wile,  for  we  shuH  go  privelye  into  a  ferre  contrey,  there  no  man) 
knowes  vs,  and  there  mow  we  dwelle,  withoutyh)  sklawndre."  and 
she  assented  here  to  ;  and  [the}"]  tokyri)  with  hem  money,  and  Avente 
liei-*  way  prively.  And'  when  they  had  longe  walked  be  ^dyuerse 
contrees,  they  comyn)  in  to  a  grete  foreste,  where  were  many  wilde 
bestes ;  w[h]ere  this  woman  was  seke,  and  ney  childe  byrth,  and 
seide,  "  good  brothere,  lette  me  reste  a  while."  he  saide,  ''  nay,  we 
mows  not  reste  now,  for  it  draweth  towarde  Euyn),  and  the  towne  is 
ferre  hense."  "  forsothe,"  she  sayde,  "  I  may  no  fyrther."  he  seide, 
*'  what  wenys  thou,  that  we  shuH  a-byde  here,  [for]  wilde  bestes  to 
deuoure  vs  1 "  "  nay,"  she  sayde,  "  I  may  not  go."  he  saide,  "  but 
if  thou  arise,  and  go  hense,  I  shaH  sle  the."  and  drewe  oute  his 
swerde.  and  |)e  woman,  what  for  payne  and  for  fere,  Anone  she 
was  delyuered  of"  a  fayre  sone.  he  se  she  wolde  not  aryse,  for  she 
myght  not ;  and  he  toke  his  swerde,  and  smote  here  throwe,  and 
slowe  here  and  the  childe  bothe.  and  when  he  had  done,  he  wente 
his  waye,  and  lefte  hem  there  dede ;  and  by  Euyn)  he  come  to  the 
Cite,  and  on  the  tothere  day  he  wente  and  fastenyd  hym  with  a 
riche  man,  a  marchande ;  and  when  he  had  dwelled  there  a  while 
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with  liym,  the  marchandise  grewe  faste  to  hj'in  ;  And'  the  marcliaude 
t'^ke  hym  a  sertayne  marchandise,  for  to  assay  how  he  couthe  do. 
lie   wente,  ande   Chaffared'  faste,   and'  wanne  mekille,   for   he  was 
happy,  and'  wanne  faste ;  and'  with  in  fewe  yeres  his  mayster  deyed'. 
The  wyfe  sawe  that"  this  man  was  happy,  and'  wanne   faste,   and' 
though te,    that   it^    were    good'    for   here    to    take    hym     to    here 
househonde,  and'  did  so ;  and'  with  in  a  teii)  yere  or  twelfe  he  wa.s 
waxen  the  richeste  marchande  of  aH  the  contree.     Aftrewarde  he 
f  elle  seke,  and'  shuld'  deye,  as  ^  'Enerj  man  shali  ]  and'  as  he  laye  in 
his  bedde,  he  Called'  his  wyfe  to  hym,  and'  seide,  "  steke  faste  the 
dore,  anct  lette  no  mail)  Come  to  me,  ami'  namely  of*  holy  kyrke,  for 
I  shaH  deye  fuH  sone,  and'  go  to  helle."     "Alas,  sir,"  she  seide, 
"  why  say  ye  so  1    haue  mynde  oii)  Ihe^ni,  and'  on  his  pasyosn),  and 
that  is  sufficiente  remedie  a-gayne  aH  synne ;  and'  shry  ve  you,  and 
aske  god'  mercj,  and'  so  ye  shuH;  be  saufe."     he  seide,  "  holde  thy 
pease,  for  it  is  nought*  that  thou  sayeste ;  for  I  shaH  go  to  helle, 
there  is  no  nothere  way."     she  wepte,   and'  was  right  sorie ;  and' 
wente  to  a  good'  preste,  that  was  a  precho«r,  and'  tolde  hym  how 
here  houshonde   had'  seide   he  shuld'   go   to  helle.     "Be  of  good' 
comforte,"  he  seide,  "  for  I  shaH  come  and'  speke  with  hym)."     she 
wente  home ;  and'  he  come  sone  aftire,  as  he  had'  bene  a  marchande. 
when  the  seke  man  sawe  hym,  he  seide,  "what  arte  thou?"     he 
seide,  "  I  am  a  marchande,  and'  haue  marchandise  that  is  p?-ofitable 
for  the."     when  he  herde  thaf,   ^he  sete  hym  on  his  bedde,  and' 
seide,  "if*  thou  come  for  no  nolper  thing*,  thou  arte  welcome."     the 
preste  seide,  "  my  marchandise  is  this.     T  haue  bene  a  preste  this 
fourty  wynter  and'  more,  and'  haue  fastid',  waked',  and'  prayde,  gone 
on  pilgremage,   and'   prechid' ;    and'   by  the  mercy  of   god'   I   haue 
tornyd'  many  soules  to  god?,     now  telle  thy  chaffare,  for,  as  I  wene, 
thou  haste  many  synnes ;  and'  the  moste  thou  haste,  and'  the  grette?' 
they  be,  the  more  wynnyng*  to  me."     Thought  this  seke  man),  "  that 
were  for  me  a  good  chaunge  ! "     and?  tolde  hym  aH  his  synnes,  fro 
the  begynnyng*  vnto  that  tyme,  with  grete  repentazmce,  and'  sorowe 
of  herte.     then  the  preste  assoyled?  hym),  and'  bade  hym)  haue  fuH 
truste  in  oure  lorde,  for  to  be  sauyd' ;  for  he  wolde  save  aH  that  wil 
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aske  mercy,  if  tliey  wolde  forsake  here  synne,  an&  do  as  holy  chirche 
cortimaundith.  sone  after  this  man  deyed',  and'  was  beried ;  and  in 
his  beryeng'  a  voice  seide,  "  syn  criste  deyed,  was  neuer  soide  so  slely 
won«e  and  sauyd,  blessyd  be  gode  ! " 

[  LXXII   ] 
(op  a  repentant  harlot.) 

SOme  tyme  there  was  a  man  in  spayne,  that  had  be  his  wyfe  a 
fayre  doughter,  and  no  moo  childryii);  wherfore  he  louyd  it 
mekili,  And  cheryshed  it.  afterward,  when  she  was  of*  xiiij*''". 
or  fiftene  yere  of  age,  the  deuyli,  that  is  Enemye  to  mankynde,  that 
perceyued,  that  he  louyd  wele  this  childe,  and  temptid  hym  to  do 
fleshly  synne  with  his  doughter.  Atte  laste  he  brought  hem)  bothe 
to-gedre  to  the  dede  of  synne,  and  fullfilled  it  in  dede ;  and  than 
afterward  e  she  was  with  childe.  and  when  the  modre  wiste  it,  she 
askid  whose  it  was;  but  she  wolde  not  teii  here.  The  modire 
thratte  hire,  and  seide,  she  shuld  a-bye,  but  she  tolde  hire,  she 
nolde  not.  Then  the  modire  pleasid  here,  and  gafe  her  good 
drynke,  and  made  here  nierye ;  and  when)  she  was  wele  merie,  she 
askid  who  Avas  the  fadire  1  she  seide,  "my  fadire."  "thy  Fadire!" 
she  sayde,  "  oute  on  the,  stronge  strompette  !  were  thou  delyuered, 
thou  shuldyste  neuer  dwelle  in  my  house  lengere.  goddis  Curse 
haue  thou,  and  myne  ! "  and  witJi  in  few  dayes  after  she  was 
delyuered  of*  a  fayre  knave  childe.  and  that  tyme  the  fadir  was 
oute.  and  alse  sone  as  she  was  oute  of  here  bedde,  she  toke  the 
childe,  and  wrothe  in  sondre  the  necke,  and  wente,  and  beried  it  in 
the  dunge-hille.  sone  after  that,  the  fadir  come  home,  and  asked, 
whethere  it  were  a  man)  or  a  womaii)?  he  seide,  "lette  me  se  it^." 
she  seide,  ^"it  is  dede."  he  askyd,  "how?"  she  seide,  "I  haue 
slayne  it,  and  beryed  it  in  the  donge-hille.  "  alas  ! "  he  saide,  "  that 
Eue?'  thou  was  borne,  thoughe  thou  and  I  be  synfuH  wrechis,  the 
childe  myght  haue  bene  a  seynte  in  heuyn),  and  now  it  is  loste  for 
Euer !  alas  the  Avhile  ! "  The  modire  Cursed  and  waricd  the 
doughtere  ofte  sithes,  for  here  folye.  the  doughte?"  sawe  she  myght 
not  be   in   pease,  and  on  a  nyght  she  slowe  hire  modire,  for  she 
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tliouglit  the  better  to  be  in  pease,  and?  on  the  morowe,  when)  the 
fadi'B  wyste  that  she  had?  slayne  her  modre,  he  was  a  sorye  man), 
and?  seide,  "  a !  thou  Cursyd'  wreche,  go  oute  of  my  house,  for  thou 
shaH  neuer  a-byde  with  me  more."  she  sawe  that  she  Avas  forsakyu) 
of  here  fadere,  and'  at  Euyn),  when)  here  fadre  was  in  bedde  on  slepe, 
she  toke  an  axe,  and'  kylled'  here  fadre,  and!  whan)  she  had'  this 
done,  she  toke  what  she  wolde,  and'  wente  to  a  Cite,  into  a-nothere 
contree ;  and'  there  she  was  a  Comyn)  woman),  and'  toke  aH  that 
wolde  come,  she  refFused'  none,  monke  ne  Frere,  Gierke  ne  lewde 
man),  she  was  so  comyn),  that  Eue/y  man  that  knewe  here,  lothed' 
here  company,  she  sawe  that,  and'  wente  to  anothere  Cite,  and' 
there  she  was  as  Comyn)  as  she  was  in  the  tothere  Cite,  atte  laste, 
on)  a  day  as  she  wente  in  the  strete,  she  sawe  mych  folke  go  into  a 
chirche.  thought  she,  "  I  wil  go  wete  what  this  folke  do  there." 
and'  wente  here  into  the  chirche,  and'  sette  here  downe,  as  otliere 
didden).  sone  after  come  a  persone  into  the  pullpite,  and'  prechid' ; 
and'  his  se?*mone  was  mych  of*  the  mercy  of  god',  and'  seide,  though 
a  man)  or  a  woman  had'  done  as  mych  synne  as  aH  men)  had'  done, 
and'  they  had'  sorowe  in  herte  for  theyre  synnes,  and'  wolde  amende 
hem),  and'  leue  here  synnes,  god'  of  his  grete  mercy  wolde  for-gyve 
hero)  att  here  synnes.  This  woman)  was  right  sorye,  and'  wepte  faste, 
and'  thought  she  wolde  leue  her  synne,  and'  be  shrevyn;  and' 
longe  she  thought  tiH  the  se?*mone  were  done,  and'  when  it  was 
done,  she  wente  to  the  prechoure,  and'  prayde  hym,  for  the  loue  of 
god',  to  here  a  synf  uH  wreche.  he  wente,  and'  herde  here  life ;  and' 
when  he  had'  herde  here,  he  was  astonyede  in  hym  self*,  what 
penaunce  that  he  myght*  gyve  here,  for  here  synnes  were  so  grete. 
"  sir,"  she  seide,  "  why  do  ye  so,  that  ye  tary,  and'  gife  me  no 
penaunce  ?  my  herte  is  gretly  tormented  f^r  sorowe."  "  doughter," 
he  seide,  "be  not*  ^a-ferde,  for  thou  shalte  fare  right  wele.  go  to 
yondere  autere,  and'  knele  downe  be-fore  oure  ladic,  and'  pray  here 
hertly  and'  deuoutely,  that  she  wolde  be  goode  nieane  to  here  sone ; 
for  she  is  aH  weye  modre  of  mercy,  and'  remedie  for  to  helpe.  and' 
than  shaH  I  telle  the  what  thou  shaH  do."  she  wente,  and'  did'  as 
he  bade  here,     he  wente  in  the  meane  tyme  to  take  cownsaylle, 

'  leiif  70,  back. 
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■what  penaunce  he  myght  gyve  here,  she  in  the  meane  tyme  praide 
so  hertely,  ancF  with  so  mych  sorowe,  that  hire  herte  "braste ;  andf 
[she]  deyed'.  and'  the  confessoure  come  a-gayne,  and'  fownde  here 
dede.  then  he  wente,  and'  sorowed',  and'  made  grete  mone ;  and' 
askid'  god'  mercy  of  his  necligence,  that  he  gafe  here  no  penaunce. 
Then  he  herde  a  voice  in  fe  Eyre,  sayeng^  to  hym  thus,  "  Be  the 
grete  mercy  of,  le^u  Criste,  anc?  prayere  of  hys  hlessyd'  modre,  and' 
the  grete  sorowe  that  she  had'  for  here  synnes,  she  is  right  wele,  anc? 
sittes  fuH  hye  in  heuyn)  blisse,  and'  is  as  white  as  lille  floure,  and'  as 
bryght  as  any  golde  in  goddis  sight ;  therfore  pray  not  for  here,  hut 
pray  here  to  pray  for  the,  and'  for  aH:  that  bene  in  dedly  synne,  that 
ye  mow  be  aH  in  blisse  that  she  is  in." 


[  LXXIII.  ] 
(how  a  man  escaped  the  devil  by  penitence.) 

AsoHtarie  man)  wente  onys  by  the  waye ;  and'  as  he  wente,  he 
thought  to  do  a  synne,  and'  Imagenyd'  in  his  herte  there  on), 
and'  when  he  come  vndre  a  wode  side,  with  thinkyng'  of  the 
synn),  he  saAve  sittyng'  vndre  a  tree  a  fende,  faste  wrytyng".  he 
wente  to  hym),  to  wete  wat  he  wrote,  and'  seide,  "  what  does  thoii  ] " 
The  DeuyH  seide,  "  I  write  thy  synnes,  and?  thy  foule  thoughtes,  that 
thou  haste  in  thyri)  herte  with  delite  and'  assentyng'."  when  he  had' 
herde  this,  he  was  sorye  and  contrite,  and?  turned'  his  back  to  the 
fende  a  litiH  while ;  and'  for  his  synnes  he  wepte  faste,  and'  with 
sorofull  herte  he  knoked'  on  his  breste.  than  he  turned'  hym  agayne 
to  the  fende,  and'  asked'  hym,  what  he  couthe  saye  of  his  synnes, 
that  he  wrote.  J?en)  the  fende  loked'  on)  his  boke,  and'  saide,  "  alas  ! 
alas  !  a  litiH  bote  watire  hathe  washed'  a-waye  aH  that  I  haue  in  my 
boke  of  the  written)  this  day  !  "  then  the  fende  with  mych  sorowe 
vanyshed'  a-waye,  and'  the  good'  man  wente  home  to  his  selle  a-gayne, 
and'  was  more  wari''  of  EuyH  thoughtes.  thus^  the  good'  man  begile(^ 
the  deuyH  with  cont?7cion),  and'  w«t7i  wepyng',  that  wolde  haue 
brought  hym)  to  helle.  on  tlie  same  wise  ^it  is  good'  for  vs  to  do 
a-waye  oure  synnes  with  co?«tr/cioii),  and'  wepyng^,  and'  confession), 
'  MS.  this.  =  leaf  71. 
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when)  "\ve  may  come  therto,  and?  so  to  scape  lielle,  and!  come  to  |re 
blisse,  Jje  wliich  is  eternaH. 

[  LXXIV.  ] 

(HOW    A    woman's    hand    WAS    CLEARED    FROM    THE    STAINS    OF    BLOOD.) 

PEre  was  a  woman  some  tyme  leuyng^,  fat  ofte  was  sln-euyn  of^ 
here  synnes,  safe  of  oon)  of*  liere  synnes  that  slie  had'  done  in 
here  yonge  age,  that  she  durste  neuer  telle  to  no  preste,  for 
shame  ;  but  she  went  on  pUgremage,  and'  fasted'  and?  grete  penaunce 
did'.  On  a  nyght,  as  she  lay  in  her  bedde,  she  had'  a  dreme  slepyng^. 
she  thought  that  she  sawe  lesn  Crista  come  to  here,  and'  seide,  "  se 
my  woundes,  that  I  suifred'  for  the,  and'  put  thy  handes  in  my  syde, 
and'  fele  my  herte,  that  was  Clouen)  with  a  spere  for  the ;  for  it  shaH 
stonde  the  in  litiH  p?'ofite,  but  if  thou  shelve  thy  privey  synne,  that 
thou  kepiste  in  thyn  herte."  She  a-woke,  and'  was  a-ferde  ;  an(J  on 
morowe  she  loked'  on  here  hande,  an(J  [it]  was  aH  blody,  that  no 
hote  wat}Te  ne  couthe,  ne  no  nothere  licoure  myght  washe  it  a-waye. 
She  was  sory,  and'  wente  to  a  good'  preste,  that  she  knewe,  that  same 
day,  and'  tolde  hym  that  dreme,  and'  the  synne  also,  and'  how  longe 
she  was  and'  had'  lyen  there  in.  and'  when  she  was  assoyled,  and' 
ha(J  take  here  penaunce,  Anone  the  blode  was  a-waye  from)  here 
hande,  be  shewyng^  of  here  synne.  And'  ener  more  afte?*  kepte  here 
oute  of  dedly  synne,  while  that  she  leuyd',  and'  dic^  many  good 
dedes ;  and?  afterwarde  wente  to  blisse,  where  lesn  Criste  brynge 
vs  for  J?e  worthynesse  of  his  blessyd  passion) ! 

[ LXXV    ] 

(op    THE    NECESSITY    OF    CONFESSION.) 

A  woman)  there  was  on  a  tyme,  that  wente  to  J>e  Crucifix,  ancJ 
wolde  haue  kyssed'  his  fete ;  and'  the  crucifix  drewe  a-way 
his  fete,  and'  seide,  "  go  from)  me,  for  thou  arte  not  worthy  to 
kysse  my  fete,  for  the  synne  thou  beres  in  thyn)  herte,  for  shame,  ane? 
longe  haste  done."  Then  the  woman)  wepyng^  seide,  "  lorde,  helpe 
xne !  "  then  the  Cracifixe  seide,  "  go  as  sone  as  thou  mayste,  ant? 
be  shreuyn) ;  and'  then  thou  shaltc  be  saufc,  withoutyii)  any  fayle." 
Amen. 
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[  LXXVI.  ] 

(a    vision    of    MARY    MAGDALENE.) 

Ere  was  a  woman)  that  fastid?  brede  and?  wate?*  on  seynte  marie 
Magdaleyns  Euyn),  to  wham)  seynte  marie  Magdalene  aj^perid' 
in  here  slepe,  and'  seide,  that  she  shuld'  haue  no  merite  of* 
here  fastyng*,  tiH  she  were  confessid?  of  here  synne,  of  so  longe  that 
she  consiled', — "for  thy  fastyng*  nethere  pleasith  Criste  ne  me,  while 
thou  kepiste  ^it  stille."  Then)  she  wente,  and'  shrove  here,  and'  did 
penaunce,  and'  was  sauyd'.  blessed?  be  alt  myghty  god',  and?  that 
blessyd?  lady  marie  magdaleyne  !     Amen,  &c. 

[  LXXYII.  ] 

(of    THE    PENITENCE    OF    A    WOMAN    WHO    HAD    C03IMITTED    THREE 

MURDERS.) 

^Ere  was  a  baroun),  that  had'  a  fayre  doughtere  to  marie,  the 
which  a  fayre  knyght  wolde  haue  weddid',  if*  she  wolde 
haue  assentid'  therto.  A  prince  also,  that  was  a  grete 
lorde,  wolde  haue  here  to  wife,  she  louyd'  more  the  knyght  for 
his  fayrenesse  then  she  ditl'  the  prince.  Atte  laste,  by  consente 
of  the  fadir,  the  prince  gafe  feithe  to  j^e  maydyii),  to  haue  here 
to  wafe ;  and'  couenn2jnte  was  made  p?'ively  be-twene  hym  and' 
the  niayden),  that  he  shuld'  come  to  here  in  an)  Erbere,  pryvely 
be-twene  hym  and'  the  maydyn),  that  she  shuld'  come  this,  and'  he 
Avolde  mete  with  here  in  an  Erbere  prively.  The  prince  rode  hom- 
warde,  and'  mette  the  knyght,  that  he  louyd'  mekylle,  and'  seide 
prively  to  the  knyght,  how  he  shuld'  wedde  the  maydyii),  and'  how 
he  shuld'  go  that  nyght  into  Jje  Erbere.  The  knyght  seide,  as 
cownseylyng*,  "  god'  forbede,  sir,  that  on  suche  wise  on  nyghtes  tyme 
that  ye  shuld'  go  for  swich  a  cause,  syn)  ye  are  sekere  of  here."  The 
prince  wolde  do  by  cownsayle,  and'  saide,  forsotbe  he  wolde  not 
come  there,  when  the  prince  was  gone,  the  knyght  w^ente  to  the 
forseide  Erbere  ;  and'  anone  the  maydyn)  Come  to  hyni).  Anone  the 
knyght  kyssed'  here,  and'  knewe  here  fleshly,  and'  seide  to  the 
maydyn,  "  I  ame  the  knyght,  that  wolde  haue  had'  the  to  wife."   and' 

'  leaf  71,  back. 
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when  she  wyste  this,  she  sorowed?  woudere  gretly.  and'  when  the 
knyght  slepte  by  here,  she  toke  his  knyfe,  and'  Cutte  his  throte 
asondre.  thaii)  she  wente  to  a  stronge  Eibalde,  that  was  in  here  fader 
seruice,  and'  prayde  hjTn)  to  here  the  body  of  the  knyght  to  a  depe 
watire  welle.  he  graunted',  with  this  Couenrtiinte,  so  that  he  myght 
knowe  here  flesly.  with  this  Couenrt2aite  he  bare  the  body  of  this 
knyght  on  his  back ;  and'  she  slely  with  his  gyrdiH  bownde  the 
body  of  the  knyght  to  the  body  of  the  Eybalde,  and'  wente  with 
hynx)  to  the  pitte ;  and'  she  stode  be-hynde,  and'  putte  bothe  into  the 
pitte,  ancJ  drownyJ  the  Eybalde.  then  the  maydyii)  wente  home. 
an(J  come  sone  after  the  prince,  ancJ  weddict  the  maydyn) ;  and'  when) 
nyght  come,  and'  they  shuld'  go  to  bedde,  the  wife,  that  knewe  here 
selfe  corupte  of  the  knyght,  wolde  not  go  into  the  bedde  to  the  prince, 
but  bade  oon)  of  here  maydyns  go  into  the  bedde  to  the  prince.  And' 
an  one  as  she  was  comyn)  into  the  ^  bedde,  he  knewe  here  fleshly,  and' 
afterward'  slepte.  then  come  ]?e  wyfe  to  the  bedde,  he  slepyng^,  ancJ 
bade  the  damyseli  rise  vppe.  she  wolde  not ;  therfore  the  wife  sette 
the  Chambre  on  fja-e,  and'  brente  the  damyseli,  and'  toke  away  here 
housbancP,  and'  so  Jj/s  lady  did'  thre  grevouse  synnes ;  she  slowe  the 
knyght,  and'  drownyd'  the  Eibalde,  and'  brente  the  damyseH.  After- 
warde  she  was  sorye  for  here  synnes,  and'  wente,  and'  was  shreuyn)  to 
an  holy  man),  and'  toke  penaunce,  that  Euery  friday  that  she  shulde 
were  the  heyeer*,  and'  Ete  brede,  and'  water,  and'  Euery  friday  fede 
xiij.  pore  men ;  and'  this  she  did'  longe  tyme.  Aftyrwarde  she  wolde 
haue  more  sharps  penaunce,  and'  was  a-knowe  &&  here  synnes  to  a 
wicked?  preste,  that  when  he  ha(J  herde  att  here  confession),  seide, 
vtte?'ly  but  if*  he  myght  knowe  here  fleshly,  he  wil  telle  aH  to  here 
housbond',  and'  for  she  wolde  not  consente  therto,  the  wicked'  preste 
tolde  aH  to  here  housbonde,  ancJ  tolde  hym  here  penaunce,  how  on) 
Fryday  she  ware  the  hayre,  and'  fasted'  brede  and'  watire,  and'  fedde 
xiij.  pore  men).  Avhen  the  housbond'  come  home,  he  was  right 
wrothe,  and'  Called'  here  hore  and'  strumpet* ;  and'  rente  here  clothes, 
for  to  se  the  heyre,  and  he  fownde  a  fayre  white  smok  ;  and'  in  mete, 
when  she  Ete  but  brede  and'  watir,  he  assayed'  of*  the  brede,  and?  hym 
thought  he  had'  neuer  Etyne  so  delectable  brede ;  Also  he  dranke  of* 

'  leaf  72. 
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the  watir,  and?  semyd?  to  hym  the  beste  vvyne  that  Eue?-  he  clranlce ; 
and?  the  xiij.  pore  men)  hym  thought  it  were  xiij.  aungells.  he  asked? 
of  his  wyfe  how  this  was  1  She  answerid',  and'  seide,  "  it  is  goddis 
"wille."  and'  after  warde  they  lyvedyn)  to-gedre  holy  lye.  it  is  a  good' 
tale,  and'  a  meracle  for  hem  that  han)  ben)  synners,  that  deuoutly 
taken)  penaunce,  and'  done  it  in  dede.     Amen,  &c. 

[  LXXVIII.  ] 
(how  a  murderer  was  detected  by  a  dog.) 

Charlys,  kyng^  of  fraunce,  weddid'  a  wyfe,  sible,  the  donghter  of 
the  Emperor^r  costantyne  the  noble,  J)at  was  a  woman)  moste 
fay  re,  and'  wise  in  good'  werkes,  Avele  Enfourmyd',  and'  deuoute 
in  the  seruice  of  god'  and'  of  seynte  marie.  If  felle  on)  a  day,  that 
the  kyng*  made  a  grete  feste  with  his  barouns ;  and'  Avhile  they  were 
there  atte  mete,  Entred'  a  dwerfe  of  a  litiH  stature,  hauyng*  a  grete 
hede  and'  bely,  smaH  Eyen,  and'  a  bose  in  his  back,  and'  Crokid'  fete, 
and'  blak  fleshe,  and'  fuH;  of  aH:  diformyte.  he  thus  livede^  in  the 
st'ruice  of  the  kyng^.  It  happenyd',  that  the  kyug^  wento  to  the  wode 
an  huntyng*,  and'  a  knyglit  lafte  at  home,  that  was  called'  macharie, 
that  brente  -in  the  loue  of  the  queen) ;  and'  for  he  myght  not  haue  his 
wille  on  no  wise,  he  cownseyled'  the  dwarfe,  that  he  shuld'  go  into  the 
queenes  Chambre  ;  and'  when)  he  sawe  here  alone,  he  shuld'  know  here 
fleslily.  the  dwarfe,  tliat  wreche,  wente  into  the  Chambre  of  the 
queen) ;  and'  when)  he  sawe  here  alone,  the  queen)  be-helde  Avhat  he 
wolde  do,  and'  smote  hym  with  here  fyste,  so  that  she  brake  tlu'e  of 
his  tethe.  J)e  kyng'  come  home,  and'  asked'  who  had'  smytten)  the 
dwarfe  1  he  seide,  "  I  wente  on  the  greces,  and'  felle,  and'  brake  my 
tetlie."  On  the  next  nyght  after,  the  kyng^  herde  the  bellys  rynge  to 
matyns ;  and'  wente  to  the  kyrke.  sone  after,  the  dwarfe  wente 
prively  in  to  the  Chambre  of  the  queen,  that  slepte ;  and'  wente  into 
the  bedde ;  and'  while  he  thought  what  he  shuld'  do,  he  be-gan)  to 
slepe,  and?  so  they  slepte  bothe,  till  it  was  light,  day.  The  kyng* 
come  from  the  kyrke,  and'  fownde  hem  bothe  slepyng*.  Anone  he 
called'  his  barouns,  to  come  to  se  this  dede.  the  kyng<  seide,  "  I 
wolde  not  that  this  had'  fallen)  for  aH  my  reawme  ! "  he  askid'  of  the 
'   MS.  this  Icfto  ^  leaf  72,  back. 
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dwarf e,  Low  he  wente  In)?  and?  he  seide,  atte  biddyng*  of  the  queeo), 
an($  seide  false.  Then)  the  kyng*  sware,  that  they  shuld'  be  bothe 
brente.  The  day  was  ordeyned',  and'  tlie  queen)  was  brought  in  here 
smok  alone  to  the  f}Te ;  and  she  toke  the  kyug*  by  the  legges,  an(J 
askid'  mercy  and  loue,  for  she  was  with  childe.  Anone  duke  naymes, 
Roulonde,  ande  Olyuer,  Ogere^,  Denys,  and  othere  comyn  to  the 
kyng<,  prayeng^  for  the  queen),  sayeng,  that  it  shuld  not  be  be-fore 
the  byrthe  of  the  childe,  for  aH  the  worlde,  brenne  here.  The  kynge 
herde  hem),  and  graunted  hem)  here  askyng< ;  and  commaunded,  that 
the  dwarfe  shul(J  be  brought  forthe,  for  to  be  brente.  and  when 
the  dwarfe  was  brought,  yette  the  kyng*  asked  hjm,  how  he  durste 
Entere  the  Chambre  of  the  queen)  ?  he  answerid  as  he  did  before, 
falsly,  that  he  did  it  atte  byddyng*  of  the  queen).  The  kyng*  bade 
putte  hym  in  the  fyre ;  And  anone  as  he  had  yoldyn)  the  sperite,  the 
kyng<  sawe  the  deuyH  bare  away  his  soule  to  helle.  then  he  was  fuH 
of  sorowe,  and  co??imaundid  pe  queen)  to  be  putt  oute  of*  the  reawme, 
with  oute  any  delaye ;  and  gafe  here  an  asse  to  ride  on),  and  a  noble 
baroun),  whose  name  was  Aubry  of  Mu?idider,  on  whome  he  trusted 
wele,  to  lede  here  throwe  the  grete  wode.  and  that  Aubry  wente  with 
the  queen),  and  in  the  wode,  be-syde  a  welle,  the  knyght  ^Aubry 
made  the  queen)  light  downe,  and  Ete  and  drynke.  sone  aftir  come 
Macharie,  the  traytoure,  armyd,  and  wold  confo2mde  the  queen); 
and  anone  she  prayde  Aubry  to  defende  here.  And  for  he  wolde 
[not]  frely  delyuer  the  queen)  to  macharie,  Macharie  began  to  fyght 
with  aubry,  the  knyght  that  ledde  the  queen),  and  smote  of*  his  hede. 
and  while  they  foughten),  the  queen)  rode  in  to  the  wode  alone  the 
space  of  iij.  leges,  and  there  she  mette  oon)  whos  name  was  warkere, 
a  mych  man),  and  a  right  myghty ;  and  anone  he  seide  to  the  queen), 
"  o  !  womaii),  thou  arte  right  fajTe,  thou  shalte  be  my  loue ;  for  I 
sawe  neuer  a  fayrere ;  thou  arte  like  the  queen)  of  fraunce,  that  oure 
kyng*  commaundid  to  be  brente."  she  saide,  "  brothere,  I  am)  queen)." 
and  toldc  hym)  how  aH  thing*  was  done,  and  prayde  hym)  to  defende 
here,  and  she  shuld  make  hym  riche.  This  warkere  anone  seide, 
that  he  shulde  deffende  here  with  strength  of*  hande  a-gaynes  aH. 
and  so  he  lafte  his  -wj-fe  and  bis  childryn),  and  ladde  here  to  the 
'  MS.  Eogere.  =>  leaf  73. 
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house  of  here  fadere ;  and?  there  she  hadd'  childe ;  and'  afte^'warde 
she  Avente  to  the  courte  of  Eome,  for  to  haue  helpe  ;  and'  there  a-hode 
goddis  sonde.  And'  the  grewhonde  of  aubry  had'  kejDte  iiij.  dayes  the 
dede  body  of  his  niayster  from)  briddes  and'  bestes.  the  iiij.  day  for 
liongere  he  rose,  anct  ranne  to  paryse,  be-fore  the  kyng*,  while  he  sate 
atte  mete ;  and'  loked'  aH  a-boute,  and'  sawe  macharie,  the  knyght 
that  slowe  his  mayste?".  he  drewe  hym  from)  the  borde  to  the  Erthe, 
and'  bote  hym)  EuyH ;  Atte  laste  he  toke  a  lofe  in  his  mouthe  for 
hongere,  and'  ranne  throw  aH  to  the  wode,  for  to  kepe  his  mayste;*. 
The  seconde  day  he  Come  on)  the  same  wise.  The  thrid'  day  pe 
frendes  of  macharie  ordeyned'  him  staves,  for  to  sle  the  grewhounde ; 
and'  afterwarde  anone,  as  he  was  wonte,  the  grewhownd'  for  hongere 
come  vnto  the  kynges  house  Tlie  vij.  day  for  his  mete,  while  the 
kyng  sate  atte  Tabille.  The  frendes  of  macharie  rysen),  and'  wolde 
haue  slayne  the  grewho2(nde.  Then)  the  duke  naymes  toke  the 
grewhonde  by  the  neck,  and'  defended'  hem  on  the  kynges  be-halfe, 
that  no  man)  shuld'  do  no  harme ;  and'  be  the  tokens  of  the  grew- 
hownde  anone  be-fore  aH  seide,  that  macharie  had'  slayne  aubry. 
Anothere  seide,  that  he  wolde  defende  hym  with  his  body.  Then 
the  kynge  co?wmaundid',  that  the  grewho?/nde  shuld'  honestly  be 
kepte,  and'  toke  cownsaylle  of*  this  thinge.  The  duke  naymes  saide 
for  Cownsayle,  that*  ^the  grewho2{nde  shultF  go  where  he  Avolde,  and' 
that  the  kyng^  and'  othere  shuld'  f olowe  hym) ;  and'  this  was  done, 
then  the  grewhownde  wente  be-fore  the  kyng^  to  the  wode  where  his 
mayster  laye  dede,  and'  made  myche  sorowe,  lickyng^  his  woimdes 
with  his  tonge.  then  the  kyng*  was  sorie,  and'  made  his  body  to  be 
borne  to  paryse,  and'  there  worsliipfully  to  be  beryed'.  After  that, 
the  duke  naymes  gafe  cownseylle,  that*  macharie  shuld'  feght  with 
the  grewhonde,  and'  he  shulde  haue  a  staffs  to  defifende  hym)  with,  a 
fote  longe  and'  an  halfe ;  and'  if  he  ouerecome  hym,  he  shuld'  be 
conuycte  as  to  the  dethe.  aH  they  perseyued'  this  cownsaylle,  and? 
accepte  it.  the  day  was  sette  to  feghte,  in  the  presence  of*  the  kyng*. 
this  Cursed'  macharie  with  his  staffe  come  to  the  medowe.  the  duke 
naymes  toke  the  grewhownde,  and'  lete  hym  go,  sayeng*,  "  in  the 
name  of  god'  and'  seynte  marie,  the  blessid'  virgine,  go,  and'  venge  the 

'  leaf  73,  back. 
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dethe  of  thy  mayster ! "  Anone  the  grewhonde  toke  hym  by  the 
liaude,  and'  grevously  bote  hym);  and'  than  toke  the  stafe  in  his 
mouthe,  and  drew  macharie  to  the'Erthe,  and'  helde  hym  so  myghtely 
ill  the  throte  Avith  his  tethe,  that  macharie  Cried' w^'t/i  an  highe  voice, 
mercy !  mercy  !  the  grewhozaide  Avas  take  from)  hym) ;  and'  than 
be-fore  the  kyng*,  he  was  alinowe  of*  the  trouthe,  how  he  wolde  hane 
knowe  the  queen)  fleshly,  and'  myght  not,  an(J  how  he  stirred'  and' 
bade  the  dwarf e  how  he  sliukl'  go  into  fe  queenes  Chambre,  for  to 
co??fownde  here,  and'  she  smote  oute  his  tethe  with  here  fyste. — 
After  that  I  bade  hym)  wayte,  when  the  kyng*  were  rysen),  and'  she 
in  bedde,  that  he  shiild'  go  into  bedde  to  here ;  But  afterward'  he 
tolde  me,  he  felle  on  slepe  Anone  while  he  thought  how  he  shuld' 
done,  and'  so  he  touchid'  here  not."  Also  he  tolde  how  he  folowed' 
the  queene,  for  to  haue  hail'  here,  and'  howe  he  slowe  Aubry,  the 
knyght,  in  the  wode,  for  he  wolde  not  sufi'ere  hym)  to  haue  hei''. 
wlien)  this  was  herde,  The  Kyng*  bade  that  macharie  shuld'  be  take, 
and'  Galaren),  his  Cousyn),  and'  othei''  traytours ;  and'  made  hem  to 
be  drawen)  throwe  the  Cite,  and'  also  to  be  brente.  when  this  was 
done,  the  grewhounde  lay  thre  dayes  atte  towmbe  of  his  mayster,  ^yith 
outyn)  mete,  and'  then)  he  deyed'.  and'  the  kyng*  made  hym)  to  be 
beryed'  with  oute  the  kyrke  yerde,  a-gayne  his  mayster.  Afterwarde 
the  kyng*  made  men)  to  seke  the  queen),  and'  to  be  brought  home 
agayne,  if*  she  myght  be  fowndyn)  at  rome.  than)  the  pope,  with 
1  Erchebyshopes  and  byshopes,  and'  the  fadire  of*  the  queen),  Avith  a 
grete  company,  comyn  into  Fraunce,  and'  ali  that  was  done  was 
remytte ;  and'  the  kyng*  of  Fraunce  ressayued'  his  wyfe  witJi  a  grete 
worship,  and'  they  lyvedyn)  longe  to-gedre  holylye  in  god',  this  tale 
is  a-gayne  heme  that  are  traytoures,  and'  a-gayne  hem  that  are 
morderers,  that  may  not  be  kepte  cownseyle ;  also  it  makes  go(J 
to  she  we  myracle  on  a  vnresonable  le*te,  as  he  dil'  on  the  grew- 
honde,  &g.^ 

'  leaf  74.  =  For  No.  LXXEX,  Tale  of  Lear,  see  before,  p.  48. 
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[  LXXX.  leaf  75,  hack.  ] 
(the  power  of  penitence.) 

A  woman  there  was  some  tyme  on)  lyve,  that  had'  done  a 
greuouse  synne  in  here  yonge  age,  that  she  durste  not  for 
sharije  he  aknowe  to  no  preste.  neue?'  the  lese  she  did  many 
good'  dedes,  hopyng^  to  be  sauyd'  with  oute  coretricion)  and'  confessioD) ; 
and'  so  she  abode  vnto  the  laste  sekenesse,  and'  wolde  not  be  confessed' 
of  that  synne  to  no  man)  on  no  wise,  for  wicked'  shame.  It*  happid' 
that  tyme,  that  the  pareshe  preste  had'  a  chambre  nere  the  chirche, 
•  and'  sate  at  his  selle,  and'  loked'  oute  at  his  latyse  toward'  the  kyrke, 
and'  sawe  oon)  bryng*  a  Chayere  brennyng^  as  fyre,  and'  sette  it  in  a 
sertayne  place,  there  Come  a  grete  mayster,  and'  sette  hym  in  the 
Chayere  as  domysmaii) ;  and'  Called'  his  sugettes,  and'  asked'  hem 
what  they  had  done  1  oon)  Come,  and'  seide,  that  he  had'  drownyd' 
mony  in  the  see.  Anothere  seide,  he  had'  draweii)  many  to  synne  of 
pride,  another*,  to  Couetyse.  Another*,  to  lechery.  Anothere  had' 
drawen)  man)  and'  woman)  to  the  consente  of  synne.  Anothere  had' 
drawen)  hem  to  the  dede  of  synne.  Anothere  had'  made  bate  betwen) 
man  and'  wife,  and'  made  hem)  to  chide,  and'  to  flyte,  and'  feghte,  and' 
Curse,  and'  banne,  that  nethere  loue  ne  charite  was  be-twene  hem) — 
"  and'  so  I  haue  ordeyned'  hem)  with  vs  to  dwelle  in  helle."  Than 
seide  the  mayster  deuytt,  fat  sate  in  the  chayre,  "  ye  Avote  not  what 
ye  saye ;  thay  may  yete  be  sory  for  here  synnes,  and'  be  confessyd', 
and'  sauyd'."  Oon)  of  hem)  seide  to  the  mayster  deuyH,  that  he  did' 
a  woma/i  do  a  synne  in  here  yonge  age,  and'  hathe  kepte  here  therein 
vnto  here  laste  Ende  of  here  sekenesse,  tellyng'  here,  that  be  goode 
werkes  ^  she  may  be  sauyd',  with  oute  contr/cion)  and'  confessioi:i), — 
"  be-holde,  I  haue  here  tonge  in  my  purse,  for  she  hathe  loste  here 
speche."  an(J  tolde  the  synne  that  she  had'  done,  when  the  preste 
had'  herde  this,  he  wente  to  hire  a  good'  pase,  and'  prechid'  to  here  of 
here  synnes  of  yonge  age ;  that  she  shuld'  aske  god'  me?-cy,  and?  be 
sorye  that  she  had'  offendid',  with  sorowe  of  herte  ;  and'  if  she  mj^ght 
not  speke,  she  shuld'  holde  vpp  here  handes,  or  loke  vpwarde.  and' 
she  di(J  so,  and'  wepte  faste ;  and'  he  sawe  here  deuocion),  and'  p?-rtyde 

'  leaf  7G, 
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to  gO(J,  anct  ali  that  were  there,  that  he  wold'  shewe  here  speche,  to 
be  shrevyn).  and!  anone  she  spake,  and'  blessyd'  god',  and'  the 
preste  askid'^  of*  here  of*  such  a  synne  of*  yonge  age.  then  she  was 
a-knowe  of  that  synne,  and'  aR  othere  that  myght  come  to  here 
mynde,  with  a  wondre  grete  contricion)  of  herte,  and'  sorow  of 
sperite ;  that  god'  forgafe  here  bothe  the  gylte  and'  the  payne  for 
synne.  Then  the  preste  wente  a-gayne  to  his  selle,  and'  herde  a 
ferdfuH  noyse  of*  a  deuyH,  criyng*,  "  alas  !  alas  !  for  now  haue  I  loste 
that  I  haue  many  a  day  kepte.  I  se  the  aungels  here  the  soide  of 
that  woman)  to  heuyn),  the  which  so  longe  I  haue  kepte  in  synne. 
He,  this  papularde  preste,  hathe  herde  oure  Cownsaylle,  and'  hatha 
delyue?-ed!  here  from)  syn),  and'  aH  oure  powere  ! "  This  tale  telleth 
Sejmte  Anselyne.     Ame?2. 

[  LXXXI.  ] 

(how    a    son    delivered    his    MOTHER   FROM    HELL.) 

PEre  was  a  maii),  that  dred'  the  paynes  of  purgatorie,  and' 
prayde  oure  lorde,  that  he  wolde  sende  hym  a  sekenesse  in 
the  stid'  of  purgatorie;  and'  god'  sente  into  hyni)  the  fallyng* 
EuyH,  and'  the  lipre,  and'  the  fyre  of  helle.  and  he  suffred'  tho  iij. 
sekenesse  xv.  yere,  and'  Jtan)  Come  an  aungille  to  hym),  and'  seide, 
"  thy  sekenesse  are  take  from)  the,  and'  god'  hathe  forgeuyn)  the  thy 
synne."  And'  when)  he  was  hole,  he  spake  to  the  aungille,  ancf 
seide,  "  I  p^'ay  the,  that  I  may  haue  the  same  paynes  a-gayne,  for  to 
delyuer  my  modre,  if*  that  she  be  in  payne."  The  aungiH  seide,  "  if* 
thou  suffred'  fies  peynes  fro  the  fyrste  day  of  thy  byrthe  vnto  thyn) 
Ende,  thou^  shuld'  not  delyue?*  here  the  peyne  of*  oo  day  that  she 
sufferith ;  But  make  the  a  preste,  and'  pray  to  god',  that  he  wil  shewe 
to  the  the  state  of  thy  modre,  and'  how  she  may  be  holpyn)."  he 
did'  so ;  AnJ  when)  he  had'  songen)  his  fyrste  masse,  he  lefte  stili 
alone  in  the  kyrke.  and?  his  modre  aperict  to  hym),  and'  shewed'  to 
hym  a  brennjoig*  hande,  in  the  which  she  was  wonte  to  here  Rynges. 
After  this  she  shewed'  here  herte  brennyng*,  2an(J  a  tode  gnawyng* 
thereon),  for  pride  that  she  had'  in  here  herte,  for  here  clothyng*,  and? 

'  and  askide,  MS.  '  leaf  76,  back. 
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here  arraj-e.  and'  anoii)  she  was  brente,  and?  turnyd'  into  askys,  and 
rose  a-gayne,  and'  saide,  tliat  seuynty  tymes  on  the  day  she  suffred' 
this  payne.  Than  the  son/ie  askid',  how  this  payne  myght  be 
released'  1  she  answericB,  prayeng'  hyin),  that  he  wolde  syng^  for  here 
aH  a  yere.  he  g?'rtuntid'  therto,  and'  did'  it' ;  ancB  anone  slie  was  out 
of  his  sight,  and'  after  the  yeris  Ende  he  sawe  twoo,  ancB  be-twene 
hem)  a  fayre  woman),  the  Avliich  he  had'  wende  had'  ben)  oure  ladie 
seynte  marie  ;  and'  she  seide  to  hym),  "  I  am)  not  marie,  but  I  am  thy 
niodere,  that  for  fie  and'  thy  messes  syngyng'  for  me,  I  ame  delyuered' 
from  aH  peynes,  and'  go  to  the  loyes  of  paradise ;  and'  for  thou  haste 
done  Jius,  thou  haste  bothe  delyuered?  me  and'  the  from  aH  woo,  an(J 
thy  merite  is  sette  in  heuyn)  redy  agayne  \o\\  come ;  and'  sone  shalte 
thou  Come  therto."     Amen),  &c. 


[  Lxxxir.  ] 

(how  an  unbeliever  was  shamed  by  the  devil.) 

A  man  there  was  of'  false  bileue  and'  a  wich,  that  leuyd?  not  on 
the  sacremente.  he  Callyd'  to  hym  the  mayster  deuyH,  that 
sate  in  a  Chayere  crowned',  with  a  septre  in  his  hande,  as  he 
had'  bene  a  kyng' ;  and'  as  he  sate  come  a  preste  for  by,  Avith  the 
sacremente  to  a  seke  persone.  The  deuyH  anone  caste  downe  the 
septre  and'  his  Crowne,  and'  knelid',  and'  worshipped'  the  sacramente. 
The  wich  askid'  the  deuyH,  why  he  did'  so  %  he  saide,  "  for  he  is  my 
lorde  anct  thy  lorde,  that  made  me  and'  the,  and'  aH  thing',  he  in 
fourme  of*  brede  passyd'  here  for  by,  and'  therfore  I  worshipped' 
hym);  for  it  is  written,  in  the  name  of  le^'u  Euery  kne  is  bowed', 
in  heuyn),  in  Erthe,  and'  in  helle.  and'  therfore  T  knele  downe,  and' 
worship  h.jm."  This  sawe  this  man  of  false  be-leue,  and'  was 
ashamed',  and'  seide  to  hym)  selfe,  "the  deuyH  be-leuyth,  and' 
tremblyth,  And?  dothe  worship,  and'  is  dampnyd'.  Therfore  do  thou 
worship,  and'  beleue  truly,  and'  thou  shalt  be  saufe ;  for  it  is  written), 
he  fat  be-leuyth  not,  shaH  be  condempuyd'.  Therfore  it  is  better  to 
me  to  be-leue  wele,  and'  save  my  selfe."     &c. 
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[  LXXXIII.  ] 

(op    four    devils    which    appeared    to    a    DTINa    MAN.) 

PEre  was  some  tyrne  a  yoDge  man)  and?  a  lolye,  the  which  the 
Enemy  of  mankynde,  the  denyH:,  styrred'  to^  synne,  so  that 
he  consentid'  to  synne ;  and'  afte?'warde  did'  it  in  dede,  and' 
co?itenued'  there  in  vnto  a  litiH  before  he  deyed'.  when  many  wynters 
he  liad'  leuyd'  there  in,  he  felle  seke,  and'  shuld'  passe  oute  of*  this 
worlde,  as  Euery  man)  ^And  woman  shaH:.  this  man,  as  he  lay,  he 
sawe  iiij.  deny  Is ;  oon)  stondyng^  at  his  fete,  anothere  at  [the]  lyfte 
syde,  the  thrid'  on  the  right*  syde,  and'  the  fourte  at  his  hede.  when 
he  sawe  this,  he  was  right  sore  a-ferde.  then  the  deuyH  that  stode 
at  his  fete  saide  to  this  soule,  "  this  shaH  I  haue,  for  to  p/'et^ente  oiire 
kyng*  sathanas,  for  to  haue  thanke  of  hyrn) ;  for  I  fyrste  sterid'  hyni 
to  synne."  J?eM  seide  the  deuyH  that  stode  on  the  lyfte  side,  "  I  am 
hette?"  worthy  for  to  haue  hym  then  thou,  for  thegh  thou  temptid' 
hym  to  syn),  I  made  hym  to  do  the  synne;  therfore  shall  I  haue  the 
soule  to  p?-esente  with  oure  lorde  and'  souerayngne."  The  deuyH: 
that  stode  on  the  right  side  spake  than),  and'  seide,  "  I  am  bette?* 
worthy  for  to  haue  hym  then  ye  bothe ;  for  if*  thou  sterid'  hym  to 
synne,  and'  thou  made  hjin  to  do  the  synne,  I  haue  made  hym  to 
contenue  and'  lye  in  sjTine  vnto  this  tyme,  and'  am)  sekere  of  h)Tii\ 
for  he  may  not  speke.  se,  here  is  his  tonge  in  my  hande;  and' 
therefore  I  shaH  haue  hym)  to  presente  with  oure  worthy  kyng* 
sathanas,  for  to  haue  the  thanke."  Than  he  spake  that  stode  atte 
hede,  "now  are  ye  grete  fooles."  they  seide,  "why?"  "for  god  is 
so  raercyinVi,  that  as  longe  as  his  soule  is  in  his  body,  if  he  wil  aske 
■mercy,  he  may  be  sauyd?."  Then  seide  the  deuyH  that  stode  oii)  the 
right  side,  "  how  shuld'  he  aske  mercy  1  he  may  not  speke,  for  I  haue 
his  tunge  in  myn)  hande."  The  tothere  seide,  "  thoughe  thou  haue 
his  tunge  in  thyn  hande,  he  may  aske  me)-cy  Avith  his  herte  with  in  ; 
and!  so  ye  mowe  lese  aH  youi-e  laboure,  and'  haue  myche  Indignacion) 
of  oure  prince."  The  seke  man)  herde  what  f  e[y]  seydyii),  and'  keste 
vp  the  mynde  of  his  herte  to  god',  with  a  grete  sorowe  for  his  synnes, 
and'  seide,  "lorde  lesn  Crista,  for  the  grete  multitude  of  Ihy  mercies, 
'  hym  to,  MS.  '  leaf  77. 
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haue  m^rcy  on)  me,  synfuH  wreche,  aniJ  sende  me  my  speche,  that  I 
may  be  shreuyn)."  And?  anone  gocJ  sente  hym)  his  speche.  Aii(J 
anone  he  sente  for  his  gostly  fadre,  and'  was  shreuyn)  of  aH  his 
synnes,  with  grete  contricion),  and'  sorowe  of  herte ;  and'  sone  after 
he  deyed',  and'  wente  to  blisse.  and'  thus^  he  begiled'  the  denyH, 
with  contricion)  of*  herte,  opyn  confession),  and'  dew  satisfaccion ;  for 
cont?7'cion)  may  be  so  mych,  that  it  shall  be  fuH  satisfaccion)  for  aH 
synne  that  man  or  woman)  hathe  done.  AH  men)  and'  women)  that 
are  in  dedly  synne,  I  pray  god'  gyfe  hem  grace  jjus'^  to  be-gile  fe 
fende  !    Amen. 

[  LXXXIV.  ] 

(how    ST.    CATHERINE    DROVE    AWAY    THE    DEVIL.) 

PEre  was  a  man),  that  ofte  sithe  was  tempted'  with  dyspayre, 
and'  prayde  seynte  Cateryn)  of'  helpe,  of*  ^whome  he  had'  grete 
deuocion).     seynt   Cateryn)   Comforted'    hym,   and'   bade   hym 

say  thus, 

"  Foule  fende,  away  thou  flee  I 
Criste  with  his  blode  he  hathe  bought  me  ; 
of  his  blode  the  Crowne  was  redde  ; 
flee,  thou  foule  fende,  that  is  thy  dede."     &c. 

[  LXXXV.  ] 

(how    the    VIRGIN    PLEADED    FOR    A    SINNEr's    SOUL.) 

PEre  was  some  tyme  a  man,  tliat  leuyd'  veciously  anc^  synfiilly, 
and'  wokle  neue?-  amende  hym),  for  no  thyng*  that  his  con- 
fessoure  couthe  saye  to  hym,  ne  for  no  nothere  mannys 
cownsayle,  but  leuyd'  aH  weye  in  synne.  then  oiu'e  lorde  Caste  on 
hym  A  sekenesse,  fat  he  laye  bedreden)  vij.  yere,  that  he  myght  not 
rise  w^tAoute  helpe  of  othere ;  and'  yete  he  wolde  not  amende  hym). 
when)  the  vij.  yere  were  gone,  oure  lorde  helid'  hym)  a-gayne,  so  that 
he  myght  go  Avith  a  staffe,  and'  so  othere  vij.  yere  he  wente  with  his 
staffe,  and'  amendid'  hym  not  of*  his  synne.  then)  our  lorde  Caste 
hym)  downe  a-gayne  in  his  bedde,  with  a  gretter  sekenesse  than  he 
had  fyrste ;  and'  so  he  laye  ojjcr  vij.  yere,  and'  amendid'  hym)  not. 
when)  the  vij.  yere  were  gone,  oure  lorde  made  hym  as  hole  as  Euer 

'  MS.  this.  ^  MS.  this.  '  leaf  77,  back. 
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he  was  be-fore ;  and?  than  was  he  glad'  and?  fayne,  but  yette  he  wolde 
not  leue  his  synne,  but  was  more  synfuH  and?  froward'  tharJ  Euer 
he  was  be-fore,  and?  when  he  had'  leuyd'  so  a  while,  and'  wolde  not 
amende  hym,  oure  lorde  sente  hym  a  sekenesse,  in  the  which  he 
laye  iij.  wekes,  and'  deyed'.  Thau)  the  deuyls  tokyii)  his  soule,  and' 
lede?i  it  into  a  fayre  playne  place,  in  the  which  sate  a  fayre  mau)  as 
domysman),  on  a  litiH  hille ;  and'  beside  hym)  a  fayre  ladie,  and' 
many  othere  seyntes.  to  whome  the  deuyH  seide,  "  EightfuH 
domysman),  deme  this  soule  to  dwelle  with  me  in  helle,  for  he  hathe 
leuyd'  ati:  his  life  in  sjame,  and'  deyed'  there  in  ;  for  thou  sayeste  thy 
selfe,  who  so  deyeth  in  dedly  synne,  shuld'  go  to  helle."  Than  saide 
the  soule,  "  a !  goocJ  lorde,  haue  me;'cy  on)  me."  Then  seide  oure 
lorde,  "  sone,  I  sente  the  sekenesse  ancB  disese,  for  thou  shuldiste 
amende  the,  and'  leue  thy  synne  while  thou  lyveste,  but  thou  wolde 
not,  therfore  my  rightwisenesse  wil  not  that  thou  be  sauyd'."  he 
saide,  "  a  !  yis,  mercyfuH  lorde,  haue  mercy  on)  me  !  "  "  nay,"  he 
saide,  "  now  is  no  me?"cy,  but  ali  rightwisenesse ;  therefore  thou 
moste  be  dampnyd'."  when  the  soule  herde  this,  he  turnyd'  to  that 
blessyd'  ladie,  goddis  modre,  with  reuerence  And'  plente  of  Teres, 
an(J  seide,  "  mercyf uH  lady,  grace,  helpe,  ancf  me7*cy  hathe  bene  Avith 
the  from)  the^  begynnyng^  of  thy  byrthe,  ^AniJ  therfore  it  longethe 
to  thyu)  office  for  to  helpe,  and'  for  to  make  a-sethe  for  synfuH  soules ; 
for  thou  arte  modre  of  mercy,  ancJ  maydyn)  moste  gracious  of  alt 
maydyns ;  for  it  longcth  to  aH  maydyns  for  to  haue  ruthe  and'  com- 
passion), therfore,  lady,  I  beseche  you  of  helpe,  that  I  be  not 
dampned'."  Then)  this  blessyd'  lady  rose,  and'  wente  and'  knelict 
be-fore  here  sone,  and'  saide,  "  I  pray  the,  sone,  haue  mercy  on  this 
soule."  than  seide  oure  lorde,  "  modre,  I  shadd'  my  blode  for  this 
soule,  and'  he  therto  wolde  take  no  hede,  ne  to  kepe  my  biddyng^ ; 
therfore  he  is  worthy  to  be  dampned'."  "  A  !  my  dereworthe  sone," 
she  seide,  "  I  wote  wele  thou  sheddiste  thy  pj'eciouse  blode  for  hym, 
and'  aH  synf uU ;  but,  sone,  thou  wottyste  wele,  that  blode  was  fyi-ste 
myn)  or  it  were  thyn),  for  that  blode  thou  toke  of*  me  in  thyu) 
Incaruacioii).  Therfore,  goocJ  sone,  gyfe  me  parte  of  myn)."  Then 
the  good'  lorde  saide  agayne  to  his  modre,  "  I  may  not  denye  you  of* 
'  MS.  thv.  '  leaf  78. 
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tliat  ye  aske ;  Therfore  take  tlie  soule,  and?  putt  it  agayne  into  the 
botlie,  that  he  may  lyve  thre  dayes ;  and'  if  he  wil  amende  hym),  he 
shaH  be  sauyd'."  Then  oure  ladie  putt  agayne  the  soule  into  the 
bodie ;  and'  when  he  was  on  lyve  agayne,  he  sorowed',  he  sobbete,  he 
wepte,  he  sente  for  his  confessoure,  and'  with  a  sory  and'  a  contrite 
herte  he  shrove  hyme  of  aH  his  synnes  that  myght  come  to  his 
mynde,  and'  asked'  god'  mercy  for  hem,  and'  for  all  othere  that  come 
not  to  his  mynde ;  and'  was  assoyled',  and?  toke  his  penaunce,  and' 
did'  it  with  grete  contrzcion).  afterwarde  men)  Comei])  to  hym),  to 
comforte  hym,  and'  asked'  hym  how  he  fared',  and'  how  it  was  with 
hym).  Then  he  tolde  hem  how  oure  blessid'  ladie  had'  delyue?'ed' 
hym  from)  dampnac^'ori),  ancJ  brought  the  soule  to  fe  body — "  pat  I 
shuld'  amende  me,  and'  the  iij.  day  go  the  waye  to  heuyn)." 

[  LXXXVI.  ] 

(how  a  knight  saw  all  his  actions  entered  in  two  books.) 

Eynte  bode  tellethe  in  gestes  of  Englonde,  that  there  was  a 
kyngt  in  the  northe  contre,  that  had'  with  hym)  a  knyght, 
that  was  an  hardy  maii)  and'  a  myghty,  that  neuer  wolde  flee 
in  no  batayle,  but  for  right  a  grete  nede,  for  sauyng<  of*  his  lyfe,  and? 
therfore  the  kyng*  loued'  hyme  wele ;  but  he  was  a  viciouse  mau)  of 
his  leuyng*.  It  happenyd  afterwarde,  that  this  knyght  feUe  seke, 
and'  laye  in  his  bedde.  the  kyng*  herde  here  of*  and'  wente  to  hym), 
for  to  loke  howe  he  fared',  an(J  for  to  comforte  hym) ;  and'  seide  to 
hym),  "  it  is  good'  that  thou  shryve  the,  and'  amende  the  of*  thy 
leuyng*."  ^  "  sir,"  he  seide,  "  be  to-morne  my  sekenesse  shaH  go 
awaye,  and'  J>en  shaH:  I  amende  me  with  better  a-visemente."  he  lay 
stiH  seke  ij.  dayes,  and'  amendid'  hym  not,  and'  was  more  seke  then 
he  was.  J5e  iij.  day  the  kyng*  come  a-gayne  to  hym),  and'  askid'  hym 
whethere  he  was  shreuyn)  or  not?  he  saide,  "nay."  "why  sol" 
saide  the  kyng*.  he  saide,  "  for  if*  I  shrove  me  nowe,  my  felawes 
shuld'  say  I  did'  it  for  fere,  ancF  therfore  I  shaH  a-mende  me  when)  I 
am)  hole,  that  they  mow  say  I  am)  not  a  cowarde,  and'  do  it  for  fere." 
the  kyng*  bade  amende  hym)  while  he  had'  tyme  ;  for  he  saide,  "  thou 
haste  ben  a  wicked'  man)  of  leuyng*."     then  the  kyng*  wente  home 

'  leaf  78,  back. 
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a-gayne,  and?  tlie  knyght  lay  stiH  till  tlie  tothere  day,  and'  was  more 

seke.     the  kyng^  herde  telle  that  he  dievve  faste  to  dethe,  and'  wente 

faste  to  hym,  for  he  wolde  that  he  had'  ben)  sauyd'.     But  or  he  come 

at  hym,  there  come  to  hym  ij.  fayre  white  men),  and'  broughtyn)  a 

litiH  boke,  and'  oj^enyd'  it  be-fore  hym),  and'  bade  hym  rede,     he 

xedde  thereon),  and'  sone  had'  done,  for  there  were  there  in  but  a 

fewe  good'  dedes.     Then)  comyii)  in  deuyls  many,  and'  the  mayster 

deuyH  saide  to  the  aungells,  "gothe  hens,  for  ye  han)  nought  to  do 

here ;    for   this  man)   is   oures."     and'    the   aungells  wentyn  away. 

Then  the  knyght  saw  a  deuyH  bryng^  a  boke,  that  was  so  grete,  that 

hym  thought  it  was  inpossible  any  man)  for  to  bere  it.     This  boke 

was  leyde  be-fore  hym)  opyn),  and'  the  mayster  deuyH  bade  hym) 

rede,  and'  he  loked'  there  on) ;  ancJ  hym  thought,  thaghe   he   had? 

be-gone  atte  be-g3^nnyng<  of*  his  lyfe,  he  shuld'  not   haue  redde  it 

vnto  that  tyme,  for  the  multitude  of  synnes  that  were  written)  there 

in.     then  seide  the  deuyH,  "  thou  arte  oures ;    it  may  no  nothere 

wise  be."     then)  come  in  the  kyng*;    an(J  when)  the  knyght  sawe 

hym  come,  he  saide  to  the  kyng^,  he  come  to  late,     the  kyng^  saide, 

"  nay,  for  alse  longe  as  a  man)  is  alyve,  and'  wil  aske  mercy  hertely 

of  god',  he  shaH  haue  mercy  ;  for  god'  is  aH  mercy fuH."     The  knyght 

seide,  "  nay,  not  so,  for  or  ye  come  in,  come  ij.  fayre  white  men,  and' 

brought  a  fayre  litiH  boke,  and'  leydyn)  it  befor  me,  and'  bade  me 

rede ;  and'  I  had'  sone  redde,  for  it  was  but  litiH.     In  then  come 

deuyls,  and'  bade  the  white  mei])  go  a-waye,  and'  saydyn)  that  I  was 

heres ;  and'  now  stondes  a  deuyH  at  myn)  hede,  with  a  longe  broche, 

and'  puttes  it  in  atte  crowne  of*  myn)  hede ;  and'  anothere  deuyH  at 

my  fete,  with  a  nothere  longe  broche,  and'  jDuttes  it  in  atte  soules  of* 

my  fete ;  and'  when)  they  mete  to-gedre  at  myn  herte,  I  shaH  deye, 

and'  go  ^\^th  hem)  ^to  Helle."     And'  sone  aftir  he  deyed',  and'  wente 

as  a  wreche  to  helle,  with  the  fendes.     when  the  kyng*  had'  herde 

this,  he  was  sory,  and'  wente  his  way.     here  may  men  and'  women) 

se,  how  perilouse  it  is  to  do  many  dedly  synnes,  and'  for  to  lye  longe 

in  hem),  and'  not  amende  hem)  while  they  lyven),  and'  bene  in  good' 

astate. 

•  leaf  79. 
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[   LXXXVII.    ] 

(op    a    haunted    CHAMBER    IN    ST.    MARY's    ABBEY,    YORK.) 

In  Eiiglonde  was  a  kyng*  some  tyme,  that  helde  his  parlemente 
at  yorke,  and?  thiddere  come  ali  the  Eialles  of  the  reawme, 
and^  many  othere.  Atte  laste  come  a  grete  lustice,  but  he 
myght  not  gete  noii)  hostille,  for  aH  were  take  vp  or  he  come,  then 
he  wente  to  seynt  marie  Abbey,  an  house  of  monkes  ;  and'  there  also 
aH  the  chambres  were  take  vp,  safe  oon),  in  the  which  was  a  sperite 
walkyng^ ;  that  no  man)  durste  lye  therein,  for  he  had  disesed  many 
a  mail).  The  lustice  seide,  "  there  wiH  I  be."  and  bade  his  men) 
faste  go,  and  make  a  fyre  in  the  chemeney.  his  men)  were  aferde, 
and  wente,  and  shrove  hem)  as  Clene  as  they  couthe ;  and  wente, 
and  ordeyned  for  here  mayste?-.  Afterwarde  the  lustice  come  to 
here  Chambre,  and  dranke,  and  made  hym  redie  for  to  go  to  bedde ; 
and  sette  his  ij.  hande  swerde  at  his  beddes  hede,  and  sate  in  his 
bedde  in  his  dowblette.  He  sette  hym)  downe ;  and  when)  he  had 
sitten)  a  while,  come  an)  ape  oute  of*  the  privey,  and  sette  hym  by 
the  fyre ;  and  now  clawed  the  tone  lege,  and  now  the  tothere,  and 
skipped  ouer  the  fourme,  and  made  many  lapes  ;  and  then  he  wente 
to  his  mennes  beddes  fete,  and  toke  vp  the  clothes,  and  fanned  hem) 
wynde.  they  were  a-ferde,  and  helde  the  clothes  faste  in  here 
handes.  afte?-  this  the  ape  wente  to  the  fyre,  and  warmyd  hym) ; 
then  he  wente  to  the  lustice  bedde.  the  lustice  sawe  hym)  Come, 
and  putt  his  hande  toward'  his  swerde,  but  the  ape  was  atte  swerde 
or  he.  then  he  wente  to  the  Ape,  and  toke  hym)  in  his  armes,  and 
caste  hym  in  the  fyre  ;  and  he  arose  oute  of  the  fyre,  and  toke  the 
lustice  in  his  armes,  and  caste  hym  in  the  fyre  ;  and  he  rose  oute  of 
Jje  fyre  lightly,  and  wente  to  the  ape,  and  wrastelid  with  hym)  longe  ; 
but  noil)  of  his  men)  durste  not  helpe  hym),  for  fere,  and  when)  they 
had  longe  wrastelid,  the  ape  toke  hym)  and  caste  hym  on  his  back, 
and  bare  hym)  in  atte  privey  dore,  his  hede  hitte  agayne  the  privey 
dore,  so  that  he  had  a  foule  stroke  ;  and  than)  he  Cried,  "  lady, 
helpe  ! "  and  anone  he  sawe  a  fayre  lady  stonde  be-fore  hym),  and 
the  sperite  fledde  a-way.     then  the  lustice  seide,  "  what  ladie  are 
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ye  1 "  "I  ani),"  slie  seide,  " marie,  the  modre  ^ of  god! ;  and'  for  thou 
calleste  aftir  myn  helpe,  I  ani)  Comen)  to  helpe  the ;  andf  if*  thou 
liaddiste  Eere  Called',  I  shuld'  Eere  haue  comyn  to  the,  and'  but  if*  I 
hacf  comyn),  he  shuld'  haue  slayne  the."  "  a  !  swete  ladie,  gramercy, 
and'  kepe  me  from)  hym),  for  I  am)  a-ferde  that  he  wil  come  a-gayne, 
and'  sle  me."  "be  not  a-ferde,  sone,"  she  saide,  "for  I  shall  hasps 
the  dore,  ancP  pynne  it  with  a  pjTine  ;  and'  therfore  go,  and?  take  thy 
reste,  and'  to-morne  when  thou  rises,  go,  ami!  shryve  the  of"  thy 
synnes  ;  and'  take  the  pynne  that  the  dore  is  pynned'  with,  and'  putte 
it  in  thy  purse ;  and!  alse  longe  as  thou  kepes  the  oute  of*  dedly 
s;ynne,  so  longe  shaH  the  pynn)  abyde  with  the ;  and'  whan)  thou 
fallys  in  dedly  synne,  the  pynne  shaH  go  from  the."  This  man)  rose 
atte  morne,  and'  toke  the  pynne,  and'  wrapte  it  in  a  fayre  clothe,  as 
she  bade,  and'  Avente,  and  amendid  hym)  of"  his  synne,  and'  leuyed? 
wele  many  a  day.  But  the  Enemy  of*  mankynde,  the  false  fende, 
brought  hym)  into  dedly  synne ;  anct  than)  was  the  pynn)  gone, 
and'  when  he  wiste  it  was  gone  he  made  mych  sorowe,  and'  wente, 
and'  sln"ove  hym)  of  his  synne,  ancJ  did'  his  penaunce,  anct  ha(J  the 
pyii)  agayne.  and'  than  was  he  glad',  and'  lyved'  wele  aH  his  lyfe 
afterwarde ;  and'  wente  to  heuyn)  whe«  he  deyed  oute  of*  Jjis  worlde. 
and'  so  motte  we  aH,  I  ^raj  to  god' !     Ame«. 

[  LXXXVIII.  ] 

(of    the    death-bed    of    a    PROFANE    SWEARER.) 

PEre  was  a  maii)  leuyng*  some  tyme,  that  leuyd'  in  many  synnes 
the  moste  partie  of*  his  life,  and'  namely  in  sweryng*,  for  he 
lafte  no  membre  of  cnste  but  that  he  sware  therby,  so  that 
the  herers  ha(J  horroure  thereof",  am?  were  sorye,  and'  bade  hjan) 
amende  hym)  therof*.  ancJ  his  confessoure  charged'  hym  and  bade, 
that  he  shuld  leue  it,  and'  amende  hym).  he  answerid,  and'  seidf, 
"  I  am)  yonge,  and'  therfore  I  wil  take  my  luste  while  I  may ;  and' 
when  I  am)  olde,  I  shaH  amende  me,  and'  leue  aH  foly."  He  leuyd! 
forthe  in  his  synnes  many  yeres,  antJ  wolde  not  amende  hym),  for  no 
mannys  speche.     atte  laste  he  felle  seke ;  and'  men)  comyn)  to  hym), 
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and'  bade  hjm)  amende  hyni).  lie  saide  lie  sliuld'  to-morne.  On  the 
totliere  day  his  Curate  come  to  hym),  and'  cownseyled'  hym  to 
amende  hym),  and'  bade  hym)  thinke  what  paynes  he  shuld'  haue  in 
helle  with  the  deiiyH,  but  if*  he  wolde  amende  hym)  or  he  deyed', 
and'  what  loye  and'  blisse  he  shuld'  lose,  but  if*  he  wolde  a-mende 
hym)  or  he  deyed'.  He  seide  a-gayne,  "  thou  chatters  aH  in  vayne, 
for  here  sitteth  oon)  at  myn)  hede,  and'  sayeth,  I  shaH  be  dampned', 
for  he  sayeth,  it  may  no  no];ere  wise  be."  the  confessoure  seide,  "  he 
seide  not  sothe,  '  fore  he  is  a  lyere  ;  for  aH  the  whiles  that  thou  lyves, 
thou  mayste  haue  mercy,  if  thou  wilt  aske  it."  "  yee,  go  thy  way," 
he  seide,  "for  I  wil  not  do  after  the,  for  it  is  nought  that  thou 
sayest."  then  Jje  confessoure  wente,  heuy  and'  sorye.  sone  after 
tliat,  come  the  fayreste  woman)  that  Euer  he  sawe  be-fore ;  he  saw 
neuer  none  so  fayre,  and'  saide  to  here,  "  a  !  fayre  womaii),  what  arte 
thou  1  "  I  ame  marie,  the  modre  of  lesu  Criste."  "  why  come  ye 
hiddere  1 "  "  for  to  shew  tlie  my  sone.  lo  !  "  she  saide,  "  here  is 
my  sone,  lyeng^  in  my  lappe,  with  his  hede  aH  to-broke,  and'  his 
Eyen)  draweii)  oute  of  his  body,  and'  layde  on  his  breste,  his  armes 
broken)  a-twoo,  his  legges  and'  his  fete  also."  Then  seyde  oure  ladie 
to  hym,  "  what  is  he  worthy,  that  thus^  hathe  made  my  sone?"  he 
suide,  "  he  is  worthy  to  haue  as  mycli  payne  as  he  myght  here." 
Than)  seide  oure  ladie,  "  for  sothe  thou  arte  that  man),  that  thus  hathe 
made  my  sone."  "nay,"  he  sayde,  "that  haue  I  nought."  "yis," 
she  seyde,  "  with  thy  grete  othes  thou  haste  thus  rente  hym),  and' 
with  thy  synfuH  leuyng-* ;  but  I  haue  prayde  for  the  to  my  sone,  and' 
haue  brought  hym)  to  the,  that  thou  shuldyste  aske  mercy  of  hym)." 
"nay,"  he  saide,  "that  shaH  I  not."  "why  sol"  seide  Criste.  "for 
I  am)  vmvorthy  to  be  herde."  he  seide,  "if*  thou  be  vnworthy  for 
tliy  synne,  and'  haste  forsaken)  me,  but  yete  I  neuer  forsoke  the ;  for 
I  haue  bought  the  fuH  dere  with  my  passyon)  sufferyng*,  and'  therfore 
aske  mercy,  and'  thou  slialte  haue  me?'cy."  he  saide,  "  nay,  for  thegh 
thy  mercy  wUle,  thy  rightwisnesse  wil  not ;  for  how  shuld'  I  haue 
mercy,  that  haue  leuyd'  aH  my  lyfe  in  synne  ?  It  is  agayne  aH 
resouns  it  shuld'  be  so.  for  syn)  thou  putte  oute  Adam)  of  paradise 
into  this  worlde,  for  a  bitte  of  an  aple,  and'  when)  he  deyed',  he 
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"wente  into  helle.  How  shuld'  I  then)  haue  mercy,  that  haue  done 
so  many  synnes,  syn)  he  was  dampnyd'  for  oon)  1  It  were  a-gayne 
att"  resouns,  and'  therfore  I  wiH  not  aske  mercy."  then)  oure  lorde 
piitte  Ills  hande  in  his  side,  and'  toke  oute  blode,  and'  caste  it  in  his 
face,  and'  seide,  "  this  blode  be  witnesse  agayne  the  atte  day  of  dome, 
that*  I  proflfere  the  me?'cy,  and'  thou  wilte  nou)  aske."  then  Ie*"U 
and?  oure  ladye  wente  oute  of*  liis  sight  to  blisse ;  and'  sone  after  the 
wrechid'  soule  wente  to  helle  with  the  fendes,  there  to  dwelle.  here 
may  men)  and'  womeu)  se,^  how  j^erilouse  it  is  to  lyve  in  synne  aH 
theyre  life  to  the  laste  Ende,  for  theii)  is  the  feude  fuH  besj^e  to 
kepe  hem)  there  in),  and?  so  to  Falle  in  "wanhope,  for  multitude  of* 
here  synnes.  Therfore  Eue?*y  man)  and?  woman)  shuld'  -be  warre, 
and'  amende  hem)  be-tyme  of*  here  synnes,  And?  aske  god?  mercy,  for 
he  is  aH  mercyfuH ;  And'  therfore  no  man)  ne  woman)  shuld'  falle  in 
dyspayre,  for  no  thing*  that  shaH  be-faUe  in  AH  here  lyfe  tyme,  of 
any  maner  of  synne ;  and'  ]fa,iii  he  shaH:  come  to  the  blysse. 

[  LXXXIX.  ] 

(how    an    anchoress    was    TEMPTED    BY    THE    DEVIL.) 

PEre  was  a  woman)  some  tyme  in  the  worlde  leuyng*,  that  sawe 
the  ■s\Techidnesse,  the  synnes,  and'  the  vnstablenesse,  that 
was  ill  the  worlde ;  therfore  she  lafte  aH  the  worlde,  and? 
wente  into  deserte,  and'  leuyd'  there  many  yeres  with  rotes  and' 
grasse,  ancJ  such  Erute  as  she  myght  gete ;  and'  dranke  water  of  the 
weUe-spryng*,  for  othere  lyvelode  had  she  none.  Atte  laste,  when) 
she  had'  longe  dweUed'  there  in  that  place.  The  deuyH,  in  lykne-sse 
of  a  woman),  come  to  this  holy  womans  place  ]  and'  when)  he  come 
there,  he  knocked'  atte  dore.  the  holy  woman)  come  to  the  dore, 
and'  asked',  what  she  wolde  1  she  saide,  "  I  pray  the,  dame,  of*  a 
bone,  that  thou  wilte  herborow  me  this  nyght ;  for  this  day  is  at  an 
Ende,  and'  I  am)  aferde  that  wilde  bestes  shuld'  deuoure  me."  The 
good  woman)  seide,  "  for  goddis  loue  ye  are  welcome  to  me ;  anc^ 
take  such  as  god'  sendith."  they  settyn)  hem)  downe  bothe  to-gedre ; 
ami'  the  good'  woman)  sate,  and'  redde  seyntes  lyues,  and'  othere  good' 
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thinges,  tiH  she  come  to  this  writin<,^,  "  Eue?y  tree  that  hryngeth  not 
forthe  good?  frute,  shaH  be  caste  downe,  and'  brente  in  helle."  "  that 
is  sotlie,"  saide  the  fende,  "  and'  therfore  I  ani)  a-dred ;  for  if  we  lede 
onre  lyfe  alone,  therfore  we  shuli  haue  litiH  mede,  for  when)  we 
dwelle  alone,  we  profite  noii)  but  oure  self' ;  Therfore  it  were  better, 
me  thinketh,  to  go  and'  dweUe  amonge  folke,  for  to  gyfe  good'  En- 
sawmpiH  to  man)  and'  woman)  dwellyng^  in  this  worlde.  than)  shuH 
we  haue  mych  mede."  when  this  was  seide,  they  wentyn)  to  reste. 
This  good'  woman)  thought  faste  in  here  herte,  that  she  myght  not 
slepe  ne  haue  no  reste,  for  the  things  that  the  fende  had'  seide. 
Anone  this  woman)  rose,  and'  seide  to  the  tother  womaii),  "this 
nyght  myght  I  haue  no  reste,  for  the  wordes  that*  thou  seide  yester 
Euyn);  Therfore  I  wote  newer  what  is  beste  to  done  for  vs."  then) 
the  deuyH  seide  to  here  agayne,  "  it  is  beste  to  go  forthe  to  p?'ofite 
to  othere,  that  shuH  be  glad'  of*  oure  comyng^,  for  that  is  mych  more 
worthe  than)  to  lyve  alone."  Thaii)  seide  the  woman)  to  the  fende, 
"  go  we  now  forthe  on)  oure  waye,  for  me  thinketh,  it  is  not  EuyH  to 
assaye."  An(J  when  she  shuld'  go  oute  atte  dore,  she  stode  stiH,  and' 
seide  thus,  "  nowe,  swete  lady,  modre  of  mercy,  and'  helpe  at  aU 
nede,  now  cownsayle  me  ^the  beste,  and'  kepe  me  bothe  body  ancP 
soule  from)  dedly  synne."  when  she  had'  seide  thes  wordes  with 
good'  herte,  and'  with  good'  wiH,  oure  lady  come,  and'  leyde  here 
hande  on  here  breste,  and'  putte  here  in  a-gayne,  and'  bade  here,  that 
she  shulde  abide  there,  and'  not  be  ladde  by  falshede  of  oure  Enemy. 
The  fende  anone  wente^  away,  that  she  sawe  hym  no  more  there. 
Then  she  was  full  fayne,  that  she  was  kepte,  and'  not  be  giled'  of 
here  Enemy,  then  she  seide  on  this  wise  to  oure  blessid'  lady,  that 
is  f  uH  of  mercy  and'  goodnesse,  "  I  thanke  the  now  with  aH  my 
heite,  specially  for  this  kepyng*,  and'  many  moo  that  thou  haste  done 
to  me  ofte  sithes  ;  and'  good'  ladie,  kepe  me  from  hensforward."  lo  ! 
here  may  men)  and'  women)  se,  how  redy  this  good'  ladie  is  to  helpe 
here  seruauntes  at  aH  here  netle,  when  they  calle  to  here  for  helpe, 
fat  tliey  falle  not  in  synne,  be  stirryng^  of  the  wicked'  Enemy  the 
false  fende. 
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[XC.  ] 
(how  a  king's  son  shared  his  reward.) 

PEre  was  a  kyng)  some  tyrne,  that  had?  ij.  sonys,  an)  Eldre, 
ancD  an  yongere.  to  the  Eldre  he  be-quathe  his  kyngdome, 
ancB  gafe  it  hym  in  his  lyfe  :  And!  the  yonge?*  he  sette  to 
the  scole^  for  to  lere,  for  he  bequathe  hym)  right  nought.  The 
Eldre  brothere  dwelled'  at  home  with  his  fadre  in.  solace ;  the  yonge 
sone  beynge  atte  scole,  speudid  EuyH  the  money  that  was  take  hym) 
to  the  vse  of  the  scole.  There  come  a  Frende  to  the  kyng*,  ancP 
passyd'  by  the  scole,  and'  he  sawe  how  the  yonge  sone  gafe  hym  to 
no  studie,  ne  to  his  lyrnyng',  but  speudid'  EuyH  his  tyme,  and'  tolde 
the  kyng^.  The  kyng^  sente  for  his  sone,  and?  askicB,  why  he  wolc? 
not  lyrne  1  and'  he  seide,  liit  longed?  not  to  hym,  sjtiq  he  was  a 
kynges  sone.  then  seide  fe  kyng*  to  hjan,  "for  thou  seyste  thy 
brothere  be  with  me  at  home  in  delites,  Therfore  thou^  woldiste  lede 
his  lyfe ;  but  wete  wele,  thou  may  not ;  for  when)  I  am)  dede,  thy 
brothere  hathe  wherof*  he  may  lyve,  for  I  gafe  hym  aH  my  kyng- 
dome ;  and'  I  putte  the  to  scole,  that  thou  myght  heipe  thy  selfe 
afte?'  my  dethe."  But  [wharOj  the  kyng*  pe)*seyued'  he  Avolde  not 
p?'ofite  in  scole,  but  that  he  wolde  dwelle  in  his  Eadres  house,  with 
his  Eldre  brothere,  and'  not  laboure,  he  sete  hym)  Eue/y  day  atte 
mete  with  his  knaues.  The  childe  was  ashamed',  and'  prayde  his 
fadre,  that  he  myght  go  a-gayne  to  the  scole.  the  kyng^  saide, 
"  nay."  Then  the  childe  wente,  and'  prayde  his  Frendes,  that  they 
wolde  pray  his  fadre  for  hym,  that  he  myght  go  to  the  scole.  ant? 
so  they  didden);  an(J  the  kynge  graunted'  hem)  here  p?Ytyere,  ^but  he 
gafe  hym  not  so  large  expenses  as  he  did'  be-fore.  On  a  day  he 
made  the  childe  to  go  wdth  hym  in  to  a  Chambre,  in  the  which  were 
dyuerse  cofers,  -with  money  of*  the  kynges.  The  kyng<  toke  the 
keyes  of  the  cofers  to  the  childe,  anct  seide,  "opyn)  oon  of"  thes 
Chestes,  which  that  thou  wilte ;  and'  that  thou  fyndes  there  in,  thou 
shalte  haue."  he  openyd?  a  cheste,  and'  fownde  xx"s ;  and'  he  saide, 
"  for  sothe  thou  shalte  haue  no  more  of  me."  But  the  Fadre  loke(J 
to  the  Erthward',  and'  fownde  a  peny,  ancJ  gafe  it  hym,  and!  seide, 
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"haue  this  penny,  and!  now  haste  thou  xx"s  and'  a  penny."  The 
Childe  toke  his  money,  and'  wente  to  the  scole  j  and?  while  he  was 
in  the  way  goyng*,  he  niette  a  man)  beryng*  at  his  back  a  panyere. 
the  Child'  asked'  hym  what  he  had'  in  his  j)anyere  ]  he  seide,  a 
wonderfuH  fyshe,  that  had'  a  goldyn)  hede,  and'  a  syluer  hodie,  and' 
a  grene  tayle.  The  Childe  sawe  the  fyshe,  and'  asked'  whether  he 
wolde  selle  it  ]  he  seide,  "  yee."  "  what  shaH  it  coste  ] "  he  seide, 
xx^'s.  then)  the  Child'  toke  hym  xx"s ;  and'  than  lafte  no  more 
Wit/i  hym)  but  a  peny.  and'  wliile  the  seUere  tolde  his  money,  the 
childe  hownde  the  fyshe  in  the  panyere,  that  sawe  the  sellere,  [ande 
seide],  "  aH:  thofe  I  solde  the  fe  fyshe,  I  solde  the  not  the  panyere ; 
who  so  shaH  haue  fe  panyere,  shaH  gyve  me  a  penny,  for  it  is  so 
Avorthe."  The  childe  wiste  wele  he  myght  not  here  it  with  oute  a 
vessel!,  and'  gafe  hym)  a  peny.  now,  as  ye  han)  herde,  he  hathe 
paide  aH  his  money,  that  his  Fadre  toke  hym)  to  the  scole.  and'  the 
childe  toke  the  panyere  with  the  fyshe,  and'  bare  it  at  his  bak*.  he 
sawe  a  litiH  be-side  a  fayre  manere,  and'  mette  a  man),  and'  asked',  if^ 
any  man)  dwelled'  there  ]  he  saide,  "  yee,  a  grete  lorde  and  a  gentiH  ; 
for  there  is  non)  that  dothe  any  thing^  for  hym),  be  it  neuer  so  litiH, 
but  he  yeldes  it  hym)  wele  a-gayne."  The  childe  wente  to  the  courte, 
and'  fownde  the  porter,  and'  saide  he  wolde  speke  with  the  lorde. 
The  porter  asked'  hym,  what  he  wolde  with  the  lorde  1  The  childe 
seide,  he  had  a  presente.  The  porter  seide,  "  The  maner  is  in  this 
courte,  that  I  shulde  se  the  presente  or  it  come  to  the  lorde."  anr? 
the  child'  shewed'  hym  the  gyfte.  when)  the  porter  saw  it,  he 
seide,  "this  hede  is  myn) ;  for  it  is  the  maner,  who  so  brynges  a 
beste  or  a  fyshe  for  a  presente,  I  shaH  haue  the  hede  for  my  parte." 
the  childe  thought,  if^  the  hede  shuld'  be  Cutte  of*,  the  presente 
shulde  be  the  Avorse,  and'  the  more  abhomynable.  The  childe  seide, 
"  I  pray  the,  suflfere,  and'  thou  shalte  haue  halfe  my  mede."  the 
porter  graunted'.  Then  Avente  the  childe,  and'  come  to  the  vshere  of 
the  halle,  that  saide,  he  shulde  haue  the  bodie  of  ^  the  fyshe ;  for  it 
Avas  the  maner  of  this  courte.  To  Avhom  the  childe  seide,  "  if  thou 
wilte  be  Curteyse  as  the  porter  was,  to  Avhome  I  g?-aunted'  halfyndele 
my  mede,  and'  that  shaH  be  more  I  shaH  gyfe  the  the  halfyndele." 
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anJ  he  g?r<unted'  liym)  to  Entere.     Then)  come  the  childe  to  the 
Chambreleyne,  and'  he  asked'  the  tayle,  sayeng*,  ''it  is  the  custome 
of  the  courte,  that  I  shuld'  haue  the  tayle."     To  whome  the  childe 
seide,  "  I  g/raiuted'  the  ported-  the  halfyndele  of*  my  mede,  and  to 
the  vshere  halfe  that  lafte  ouere,  and'  nowe  I  pray  the,  suffere  me  to 
Entere,  and'  I  shaH:  gyfe  the  parte  of  that  comythe  to  me."     the 
ChambrelejTie   grauuted',    and'   lete    hym)   Entere,   hopyng^,  as   his 
felawes  diddeh),  to  haue  some  grete  thing*.     The  childe  come  to  the 
lorde,    and'   gafe   hym   this   presente,    the    which    the    lorde    hely 
resseyue(J,  and' ^aide,  "this  is  a  fayre  gyfte ;  Aske  therfore  some 
good!  thing*,  that  I  may  gyve  the ;  and'  if  thou  aske  wisely,  I  shaH 
g}^e  with  that  to  the  my  doughte/'  to  -wife,  with  my  kyngdome." 
This  herden)  the  serua^mtes.     Some  cownseyled'^  hym)  to  aske   a 
mane?',   anothere    cownsayled'  hym   to  aske  golde  or  sylue?-;   and' 
othere    tresom-e.     This  herde  the  childe,   and'    seide  to    tlie  lorde, 
"  lorde,  these  men)  cownseylen)  me  to  aske  a  mane/-,  golde  and'  syluere, 
but  I  say  you,  I  wiH  aske  non)  of  aH  these,  but  if*  ye  gyfe  me  any 
thing*,  me  moste  gyve  the  porte?*  the  halfeyndele,  and'  to  the  vshere 
halfe  that  leuyth  one?',  and'  the  Chambreleyne  moste  haue  a  parte, 
as  the  Cause  is  be-fore  seide.     But  I  p/'oy  you,  lorde,  that  ye  wolde 
g?*aunte  me  xij.  buffettes,  of  the  which  the  porte?"  shaH  haue  the  vj. 
the  vshere  iij.  and'  the  chambreleyne  iij."     and'  this  was  done,     the 
lorde  sawe  that  slely  and'  so  wisely  he  had?  asked',  and?  gafe  his  kyng- 
dome with  his  doughte;-.     This  kyng*  is  Crista,  that  had  ij.  sonys. 
be  the  Eldre  sone  are  vndirstondyn)  aungells,  to  which  is  geuyn)  the 
kyngdome  that  reigueth  with  the  fadre,   with  oute  laboure.     the 
yonge  sone  is  man),  that  is  putte  in  to  the  worlde,  that  is  fuH  of 
wrechidnesse,  as  vnto  a  scole,  for  to  lyrne  to  loue  god',     man)  is  the 
fyshe ;    as  the  prophete  witnesseth  Abacuk,  fades  hominis  qaasi 
pisces"^  maris,     the  porter  is  the  worlde  ;  and'  right  as  by  the  porter 
so  by  the  worlde  we  may  transite.     the  hede  of  fe  fyshe  is  the  loue 
that    he  Avolde  haue,  for  right  as  golde  is  moste  preciouse  of   aH 
metalles,   so   is   loue  moste   preciouse  of  aH  thing*,     bnt  gyfe  the 
porter,  that  is,  the  worlde,  vj.  buffettes,  that  is,  vj.^  werkes  of  mercy. 
Be  the  vshere  is  vnderstonden)  the  fleshe,  that  wil  haue  the  body,  be 
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pe  which  are  vnderstondyrD  delites  ;  but  gyfe  hym)  iij.  buffettes,  that 
are  wakynges,  p?'ayers,  and'  fastynges.  ^The  chambreleyn)  is  the 
deuyii,  that  wil  haue  the  grene  tayle,  that  is,  the  lyfe;  but  gyfe 
hym  iij.  buffettes,  that  is,  mekenesse,  charite,  and'  mercy,  and'  so 
chesyng^  and'  deviydyng*,  the  kyng',  that  is,  Criste,  shall  gyfe  to  the 
his  doughte/',  and'  the  kyngdonie,  that  is,  the  blisse  of  heuyii).  to 
the  wliich  bryng^  vs  lesu  Criste  !  Amen,  &c. 

[  XCI.  ] 

(a  moral  lesson  drawn  from  grammar.) 

Syrres  and'  Frendes,  ye  wote  wele,  that  fe  proude  man)  wil  ait 
wey  be  sette  aboue  and'  be-fore  ojier,  he  wil  aH  way  be  putts 
tofore  in  Euery  place.  But  this  yonge  childryn)  that  gone  to 
the  scole  haue  in  here  donate  this  question),  how  many  thinges  fallen 
to  apposicion)  1  and'  it  is  answerid',  that  case  aH  only  that  is  a-falle. 
what  f alleth  be-fore  the  puttyng*  1  It  is  answerid',  that  vj.  fallynges  ; 
for  after  the  maner  of  vj.  cases  are  vj.  maner  of*  prides.  Some  are 
prowde,  that  they  haue  a  grete  name  in  the  contrey,  in  the  which 
they  dwelle,  as  bayles,  and'  auditores ;  and'  ofte  tyme  mennes  name 
turnes  to  shame,  for  when  they  are  dede,  symple  and'  othere  banne 
here  soules.  and'  this  is  the  falle  of  hem)  fat  are  prowde  in  name, 
and'  so  we  han)  the  nomiwatif*  case.  The  seconde  case  is  genetif* 
case,  for  some  are  prowde,  that  they  come  of  noble  kynne,  and' 
sayne  they  are  Gentilmen).  But  forsothe  and'  we  be-holde  wele  here 
stock  that  they  come  of,  we  shaH  se  a  falle ;  for  it  is  tolde  of  oon) 
that  was  an)  EuyH  doere,  and'  so  prowde  that  his  neghbores  myght 
not  lyve  in  pease  for  him),  There  come  to  hynD  a  riche  man)  and' 
a  good'  man)  of*  J>at  same  contre,  and'  asked!  hym  why  he  was  so 
prowde  ?  the  tothere  answerid',  and'  seide,  for  he  was  a  Gentittman). 
"It  is  sothe,"  seide  the  tothere,  "thou  arte  a  Gentilman)  on  thy 
Fadres  syde,  but  thy  modre  was  a  strumpet ;  wherefore  and'  thou 
loke  wele  a-boute,  thou  hast  no  matter  to  be  prowde."  Se,  Frendes, 
here  is  a  falle  !  Then)  the  thrid'  Falle  is  datif  case,  for  there  are 
some  that  are  prowde  for  they  mow  gyve,  and'  for  they  mow  gyve 
grete  giftes.     such  men  while  they  gyven)  are  worshipped?  of*  othere, 
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But  when)  aH:  is  gyven),  and'  they  haue  no  more  that  they  mow  gyve, 
they  are  no  more  in  worship  than)  a-nothere  man),  for  it  is  an  olde 
prtvverbe,  that  -wheii)  a  mannys  spend}Tig<  is  aH  gone,  that  he  hath 
few  frendes  or  non).     Therfore  of  such  men)  is  tolde  an  Ensawmple, 
tliat  there  was  an)  Eyre,  that  had'  a  fayre  mauer.     the  Eyre  was  witli 
a   byshope.      the    byshope    mych   worshipped'    the    Eyre,    for   he 
^desyred'  mehiti  the  mane?',     he  made  this  Eyre  to  sitte  with  hym) 
at  his  borde,  in  mete  tyme,  and?  did'  hym)  mj'ch  worship ;  And'  on  a 
day  as  they  sate  atte  mete,  the  bishope  spake  to  hjTn)  of  this  maner, 
but  he  jDraysed'  not   this   mauer.     The  Eyre    perceyued'    that   the 
bishope  desyrecJ  this  maner.     he  thought  witliin  hym)  self",  sayeng^^. 
"  this  bishope  mych  worshippes  me  ;  if*  I  gaf e  hyni)  my  maner,  that 
he  mekiH  desyreth,  he  shuld'  worship  me  mekiH  more,     shortly  for 
to  s]3eke,   he  gafe   the  byshope    his   manure.     The   bishope   wente 
anone  for  to  se  this  maner  that  was  gyven)  hym),  and'  dwelled'  there 
a  grete  Avhile,  but  the  houses  were  aH  ruynouse^  for  EuyH  kepyng*. 
On   a  day,  a  fole  there   was   with   the  bishoi^e,  and'  askid'  of*  the 
bishope,  why  he  dwelled'  there  so  longel    The  bishope  answerid', 
and'  seide,  "  for  here  is  a  good'  Eyre."     "  sir,"  he  seide,  "  if*  here  had? 
ben)  a  gcjod'  Eyre,  thou  shiddist*  not  haue  had'  this  Eyres  mane/*." 
The  bishope,  Avhen)  he  was  sekere  of  this  mane?-,  and'  had'  it  in  his 
powere,  he  had'  no  more  this  Eyre  in  worship  then  he  had'  oon)  of 
his  knaues.     se  then),  Frendes,  here  is  a  falle  !     for  alse  longe  as  he 
myght  gyve,  he  was  had'  in  worship,  but  when  his  gyfte  was  gone, 
he  hacf  litili  worship  or  noii).     The  fourte  case  is  accusatif'  case,  anrt 
are  tho  that  accusen)  they  re  neghbores,  and'  for  swich  accuspig^  they 
are  wele  with  gi-cte  men) ;  but  for  sothe  thes  han)  a  falle,  for  of*  swich 
it  falleth  as  it  did  of  the  wolfe.     It  is  tolde,  on)  a  day  the  lyon)  was 
seke,  and'  it  is  his  kynde,  fat  when)  he  is  seke  he  makith  a  grete 
roryng^  ;  a!  te  which  Crie  aH  bestes  comen)  to  hym)  safe  the  f oxe.     to 
whome  the  wolfe  had'  Euvie,  and!  began)  to  accuse  hym)  to  the  lyon), 
sayeng^,  "lorde,  be-holde  thy  beyng*  seke;  aH  bestes  comyn)  to  thy 
wille  safe  the  foxe,  and'  the  skiH  why  he  comyth  not  is  this,  he  hopes 
that  thou  shiddiste  deye,  and  after  thy  dethe  he  hopith  to  be  made 
kyng*."     This  lierde  the  lyon>,  and'  in  a  grete  felnessc  and'  angre  he 
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sente  messyngers  for  tlie    foxe ;    And'   for  there  is  non)  so   EuyH 
be-louyd?  but  he  hathe  some  Frende,  oon)  of  the  foxes  frendes  tolde 
hyni)  hoAV  tlie  wolfe  had'  accused'  hym)  to  Jje  kyng<.     The  foxe  toke  a 
bage,  and'  ranne  faste  by  breres  and'  thornes,  teryng'  his  skyn) ;  and' 
gadred'   herbes  to    the   lyon),   and'  saide,   "lorde,   I    herde    of"   thy 
sekenesse,  and'  I  gadred'  herbes  that  is  nedfuH  to  the,  and'  as  je.  mow 
se,  for  gaderyng^  of"  thes  herbes  I  haue  rente  my  skynn) ;    and'  this  is 
the  cause  why  I  come  not^  ^so  sone  as  thou  wokliste.     But  now,  sir, 
if  thou  Avohliste  vse  thes  herbes  after  my  disposicioii),  thou  shalte  be 
hole;  but  thes  herbes   moste  be  sothen  in  the  Avolfes   skyii),   and' 
•when  they  are  sothen),  they  moste  be  layde  to  thy  body  with  the 
skyn)."     The  lyon)  graunted'  it  shuld'  be  so ;  and'  anone  the  Avolfe 
was  flayne.     Then)  the  wolfe  for  sorow  and'  Colde  laye  agayne  the 
fyre  in  the  halle.     The  foxe  wente  vp  and'  downe  to  the  kynges 
Chambre,  and'  saide  to  the  wolfe,  "  a  !  thou  wreche  with  the  redde 
Cote  and'  white  fete,  if  thou  haddiste  not  accused'  othere,  but  had' 
spoken)  good'  of  thy  neghbores,  thou  shuldiste  not  haue  had'  this 
disese."     loo  !  frendes,  this  is  an)  EuyH:  falle  !    for  this  [fallith]  ofte 
sithes,  they  that   demyn)  othere  fallen)  in  the    same   dampnacion). 
The  fyfte  is  the  vocatyf  case,  and'  arne  they  that  are  prowde,  that 
they  are  Called'  to  the  kynges  cownsayle,  as  grete  men)  and'  othere, 
but  se  a  falle  !     ye  haue  sene  that  some  haii)  ben)  Called'  to  the 
kynges  coAvnsayle  after  they  han)  ben)  drawen),  and'  dampned'  to  an) 
EuyH  dethe.     The  vj'.  case  is  ablatif  case,  and'  are  they  that  stelyn) 
and'  leuyn)  on)  o\er  mennes  goodes,   and'  with  swich  goodes  they 
lyven)  proudly  and'  deliciously ;  But,  as  ye  se,  ofte  sithes  such  are 
hangcil',  and'  such  han)  an  EuyH  falle.     for  oure  lorde  seithe  in  the 
gospeH,  he  that  hiethe  hym  shaH  be  lowed',  and'  he  that  loweth  hym) 
shall  hi)  hied',     for  as  I  fynde  written),  there  are  in  this  wor[l]de  ij. 
ladies ;  the  tone  is  a  lady  of  pride,  and'  the  tothere  is  a  lady  of 
mekenesse.    But  the  ladie  of  pride  hathe  but  oon)  stole  that  she  may 
sit  on),  that  is  so  narowe,  and'  so  shorte,  that  non)  may  sitte  there  oiD 
but  here  self,     }3firfore  aH  that  wil  site  by  this  lady  of  pride,  moste 
nedly   falle ;    for   lucyfere,   the    fayreste   aungeH,   wolde    haue   ben) 
a-boue  god?,  andl  for  his  highe  pride  he  was  caste  into  helle ;  and'  so 
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shaH  ali  that  Avil  sit  with  this  ladye  of  pride,  but  they  amende  hem) 
or  they  deye.  And'  the  ladie  of  mekenesse,  that  is,  oure  ladie 
seynte  marie,  sitteth  on  a  sete  that  is  so  brode  ande  so  longe,  that  ali 
men)  and'  Avomeri)  may  sitte  with  here,  that  are  lowe,  and'  meke,  and' 
benigne ;  and'  shutt  be  hyed'  and'  lyfte  vp  to  the  blessyd'  place  of 
heuyn).  fore  right  as  lucyfere  was  proudiste  of-'  aH  Criatures,  and' 
had'  a  foule  falle,  right  so  the  ladie  of*  mekenesse  was  mekyste  of  aH 
criatures ;  therfore  she  is  heghiste  of  aH  Criatures  that  ben)  in  the 
blisse  of*  heuyn).  Here  may  men)  and'  women)  se  how  pride  is  caste 
downe  into  the  pajme  of  helle,  and'  hathe  a  foule  falle,  and'  how 
mekenesse  is  lyfte  vp,  and?  hyed'  into  the  loyfuH  place  of  heuyn), 
and'  there  hathe  mych  worship.  Therefore  I  cownsayle  Euery  man) 
and'  woma?^  ^  to  leue  pride,  And'  take  to  hem)  mekenesse ;  for  pride 
is  that  thing*  that  moste  costith,  and'  leste  is  worthe,  and'  mekenesse 
is  that  thing*  that  leste  Costes,  and'  moste  is  Avorthe.     Amen,  &c. 

[  XCII.  ] 
(how  two  devils  were  set  in  the  stocks.) 

SOme  tyme  in  lumbardie  dwelled'  a  knyght  be-side  an  abbey  of* 
monkes,  that  loued'  wele  men  of  Religion),  and'  othere  of 
good'  co??auunycacion),  and'  hei''  good'  leuyng";  and'  therfore 
he  was  ofte  amonges  hem).  This  knyght  had'  a  good'  woman)  to  wife, 
and'  a  deuoute  to  oure  ladie.  and'  in  the  abbey  Avas  a  mo7ike,  that 
Avas  holdyn)  an  holy  man),  this  Avoman)  chose  hym  to  be  here 
confessoure.  the  monke  come  ofte  sithes  to  this  woman),  and'  herde 
here  confession),  and'  tolde  here  many  good'  Avordes,  and'  taught  here 
many  good'  orisouns,  Avherfore  she  louyd'  hym  Avele.  But  the  Fende, 
that  is  Enemy  to  man)  and'  to  Avoman  that  wolde  lyve  wele,  ho 
besied'  hym  to  tempte  hem),  and'  to  bryng*  hem)  into  synne.  The 
monke  come  on  a  day,  for  to  shryve  the  ladie.  The  fende  Avas  there 
redie  for  to  tempte  hem),  and'  bryng"  hem  into  synne,-  an  1'  stirred' 
hem  to  synne,  that  they  consentid'  to  go  a-way  to-gedre.  The  woman) 
seide,  "  I  shaH  go  and'  trusse  some  store  Avith  vs."  And'  the  monke 
seide,  "  I  shaH  do  also."  And'  Avhen)  they  had'  done,  they  Aventyn 
forthe  in  here  Avay  more  than)  iiij.  myle.  In  the  meane  tyme  the 
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kniglit  come  home,  that  had'  ben)  oute,  and'  askid'  after  his  wife,  but 
no  mail)  Couthe  telle  where  she  was ;  and  he  had'  grete  mervayle, 
and'  wente  into  his  Chambre,  and'  fownde  his  Gofers  broken),  and' 
his  Tresoure  away,  and'  when)  his  meany  had'  longe  spered',  and 
soiighte,  atte  laste  come  ooii),  and'  saide,  "  I  saw  here  and'  a  monke 
go  oute  atte  yate  this  day."  "  I  trow,"  seide  the  knyght,  "  they  ben) 
not  gon)  a-waye."  and'  he  mervayled'  gretly,  and'  bade  his  men)  take 
her  horses,  and'  some  ride  oii)  waye,  and'  some  aii)  othere,  for  to  seke 
afte?\  And  the  knyght  toke  his  horse,  with  a  certayne  of  his  men) 
with  hym),  and'  toke  the  way  that  the  man)  tolde  hyni).  and'  rode 
forthe  tin  he  Come  to  the  towne,  and  sperid'  afti??*  such  a  monke 
and?  a  woman ;  and'  it  was  tolde  hym),  that  such  ij.  were  at  an  ale 
house,  and'  satyn),  and'  dronkyn).  the  knyght  come  in  sodeynh', 
and'  toke  hem)  bothe,  and'  ladde  hem  bothe  into  an)  olde  house,  am? 
sette  hem  ])er  bothe  in  a  payre  of  stockys  ;  and'  when  he  had'  done, 
he  rode  to  the  abbote.  and'  while  he  rode,  they  sittyng*  in  the 
stockys  wepte,  and'  made  grete  soorowe  bothe.  Than  seide  the 
woman)  to  the  monke,  "sir,"  she  seide,  "ye  taught  me  onys  an) 
orysoun),  that  I  shuld'  say  Eue?y  ^day  to  oure  blessid'  ladie  seynte 
marie.  And'  that  day  that  I  saide  it,  I  shulcP  not  falle  in  the  dede  of 
dedly  synne."  "  what  orison),"  saide  the  monke,  "  is  that  ] "  she 
saide,  "  it  is  this,  Aue  et  gaude,  pia  maria,  mater  dei  et  domhit 
noA"/ri  lesu  Grlsti,  reglna  celi,  dominn  muwdi,  wiperatrix  inferni, 
mater  casta  consilti^  !  miserere  mei,  et  tocius  popwU  christia??/,  et 
»/e  pQxmittas  me  moiialiter  peccare,  sed  tuam  sanctissijiiam  voluntatera. 
adimplere.  Amex^  ! "  "  This  Orisoun)  is  trew,"  the  monke  seide, 
"  for  ofte  sithe  it  hathe  ben  fowndyii)  sothe.  but  saidiste  thou  ought 
this  orisouii)  to-day  1"  "yee,"she  saide,  "for  I  saide  it  at  Euyn), 
when  I  go  to  bedde,  and'  at  morne,  when  I  rise."  "blessyd'  be  god'," 
he  saide,  "and'  ])is  helpy  lady,  for  that  hathe  kepte  vs  from  the  dede 
of^  dedly  synns,  aH  though  we  assentid?  in  wille."  "lette  vs  then," 
slie  seide,  "  say  this  orisoun)  bothe  hertly,  with  wepyng*  Eyen),  that 
this  blessid'  lady  helpe  vs,  and'  saue  vs  from)  shame  and'  velanye." 
Then  they  saydyn),  and'  prayde  faste.  and'  when  they  had'  seide  this 
oryson);  oure  blessyd'  ladie  aperid'  to  hem),  and'  seide,  "  the  Fende 
'  leaf  U,  back.  ""  conselli,  MS. 


XCII.    THE    TWO    DEVIL«    IN    THE    STOCKS.       ADDIT.  9066.  421 

hatlie  dissayued!  you  botlie  ;  be  wari''  from)  liens  forward,  and'  for 
ye  lian  praide  to  me  for  lielpe,  and'  Called'  me  Emperesse  of  helle,  It 
shaH  be  wele  shewed'  that  I  haiie  powere  in  belle ;  for  I  shall  sette 
ij.  deuyls  in  the  stockys  in  youre  stid',  and'  restore  home  a-gayne 
you,  -with  oute  any  sklawTidre  or  shame."  then  they  thanked'  god' 
and'  oure  ladie  with  aH:  here  hertes.  And'  anone  the  monke  was  in 
his  cloyste/-,  and'  the  woman)  in  here  Chambre.  sone  aiter,  this 
knight  come  to  the  abbote,  and'  saide,  "  thy  false  monke  bathe  a-Avay 
my  wife,  and  made  me  a  Cokewolde."  "nay,"  saide  the  abbote,  " it 
is  not  so,  for  my  mo?ike  is  not  so  lewde,  for  to  do  such  a  dede." 
"  sir,"  seide  the  knyght,  "  I  and'  my  men  folowede  after,  and'  fownde 
hem  in  such  a  towne  drynkyng^ ;  and'  there  I  haue  sette  hem)  in  a 
payre  of  stockes."  The  Abbote  saide,  "  it  is  not  so,  for  wele  late  I 
sawe  hym)  sitte  in  the  Cloystre."  ''that  is  not  sothe,"  qiio&  the 
knyght.  The  abbote  sente  for  hym),  and'  he  come  anone.  "  lo  ! '' 
saide  the  Abbote,  "it  is  not  sothe  that  ye  sayne ;  go  we  now  to 
youre  house,  and'  lette  vs  se  whethere  jour  wife  be  at  home."  when) 
they  were  into  the.  Chambre  comyn),  they  fowndyn)  his  wife  sittyng^ 
at  here  boke,  and'  fownde  his  cofers  hole,  and'  his  Tresore  hole  also. 
"  lo  !  sir,"  he  saide,  "  ye  dreme,  or  Ellys  ye  ban  fastid'  to  mych,  that 
yoH?'  hede  is  voyde,  that  thus^  wil  sklaw«dre  my  monke,  and'  youre 
good'  wife  to-gedre."  Then  seide  the  knyght  to  the  abbote,  "  Ride 
we  to  the  Graunge,  and'  se  we  Avhethere  they  be  there  or  not,  for  I 
sette  hem)  there  in  the  stockes."  when  they  ^were  Comyh)  in  to  the 
berne  there  as  the  stockes  were,  they  fowndyn  ij.  deuyls  sittyng*  in 
the  stockis,  the  tone  like  the  monk§,  AncU  the  tothere  like  the  wife ; 
And?  aH  that  sawen)  hem  were  aferde.  than  saide  the  abbote, 
henedicite,  and'  blessid'  hym ;  and'  anone  they  ryseu),  and'  bare  a-wa^' 
the  house  rofe.  "  se  now,  sir,"  seide  the  abbote,  "  the  wickidnesse 
of*  the  deuyls,  that  thus  wolde  make  debate  betwene  you  and'  youre 
wyfe,  and'  sklawndre  my  monke  and'  youre  wife ;  but  now  ye  mow 
se  the  sothe,  that  it  is  false  and'  vntrew,  and'  fantomye.  therfore, 
sire,  go,  and'  shryve  you  of*  youre  foly."  here  may  men  se,  how 
redie  pis  me?'cyfuH:  lady  is  to  hem  that  wH  calle  to  here,  when  they 
hai))  nede.     Amen),  &c. 

'  MS.  this.  '  leaf  85, 
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[    XCIII.    ] 

(of  an  argument  between  the  virgin  and  the  devil.) 

It^  was  shewed?  to  an  holy  persone  by  reuelacion),  that  a  seynte 
spake  to  goJ,  and'  saide,  "whi  is  this  soide  of*  this  woman), 
tliat  thou  bought  v>itli  thy  blode,  so  defouled'  of*  the  deuylil" 
Anone  the  deuyH  seide,  "  for  right  she  is  myu)."  Then  seide  god, 
"  with  what  right  is  she  thyii)  1 "  to  whome  the  deuyH  answerid, 
"  there  are  ij.  wayes,  oou)  that  lenyth  to  heuenly  thinges,  another 
that  ledith  to  helle.  and  when  she  behelde  bothe  the  wayes,  in  hire 
concience  resoun)  seide  to  here,  J?at  she  shuld  rather  take  my  waye ; 
and  for  she  had  a  fre  wiH  to  torne  to  what  way  she  wolde,  she 
thought  it  was  more  profitable  to  here  to  torne  hire  wille  to  synne, 
and  than  she  be-gan  to  go  my  way.  Afterward  I  dissayued  here 
with  thre  synnes,  tho  are  gloteny,  Couetise  of*  money,  and  lechery ; 
Therfore  now  I  am  in  here  bely,  and  in  here  nature,  and  I  holde 
here  with  v.  hondes.  with  oon)  honde  I  holde  here  Eyen),  that  they 
se  no  sp/riYuaH  thinges  ;  with  the  seconde  hande  I  holde  here  handes, 
that  they  shuH  not  do  no  good  werkes ;  with  the  thrid  hande  I 
holde  here  fete,  that  she  go  not  to  no  good  thinges  ^ ;  with  the  fourte 

1  holde  2  here  vndirstondyng*,  that  she  hathe  no  shame  for  to  synne ; 
and  with  the  fifte  hande  I  holde  here  herte,  that  she  go  not  away 
by  contricioii)."  Then)  the  blessid  virgine  marie  seide  to  here  sone, 
"  sone,  compelle  hym)  to  say  the  trouthe  of  that  thing*  that  I  wil 
aske  hym)."  The  sone  seide,  "  thou  arte  my  modre;  thou  arte  queeii) 
of  heuyii) ;  thou  arte  modre  of  mercy ;  thou  arte  comforte  of  hem 
that  are  in  purgatorie ;  thou  arte  gladnesse  of  hem)  that  gone  an 
pilgremage  to  heuyn  warde  in  the  worlde  ;  thou  arte  lady  of  aungeH  ; 
thou  arte  with  god  moste  excel ente  ;  thou  arte  also  princesse  Aboue 
the  deuyH.     Therfore,  modre,  co???maunde  the  deuyH  to  say  what* 

2  thou  wilte,  and  he  shaH  obey  to  the."  Then  the  blessid  virgine 
marie  asked  of  the  deuyH,  sayeng*,  "  say,  deuyH,  what  Entencion) 
had  this  woman  be-fore  she  Entred'  the  kyrke  ! "  To  whame  the 
DeuyH  answerid,  "she  had  a  wil  of  abstenyng*  from)  synne."  The 
blessid  virgine  marie  saide   to   hym"),  "  syne  the  wil  that  she  had 

'  MS.  thinkes.  *  holdith,  JIS.  •''  leaf  85,  back. 
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be-fore  strechetli  to  lielle,  say  now,  whetliere  this  wil  streclies  that 
she  hathe  now,  of*  abstenyng'  from)  synne  ] "  To  whome  the  Deuytt 
answerkl',  a-gayne  his  wille,  "  This  wills  of  abstenyiig^  from)  synne 
leditlie  here  to  henyn)."  Then  seide  the  virgine  marie,  "  of* 
rightwisnesse  thou  haste  takeii)  to  lede  here  from)  the  way  of  holy 
kyrke.  now,  deuyH,  I  aske  the  lii-thermore,  for  here  fyrste  wille 
now  rightwisnesse  will,  that  she  be  brought  a-gayne  to  holy  kyrke ; 
and'  now,  DeuyH,  I  aske  of*  the  firthermore,  say  thou,  what  will  she 
hathe  now  in  this  poyute,  the  which  is  now  in  here  concience  1 " 
The  DeuyH  answerid',  '■'  she  hathe  now  contricion)  in  here  mynde  for 
the  synnes  that  she  hathe  done,  and'  grete  wepyng*,  and'  pwrpose 
neuer  to  do  so  more  such  synnes,  but  Avil  amende  here,  alse  mych  as 
she  may."  Then  the  blessid  virgine  asked'  of*  the  deu}"H,  "  say  me, 
whethere  j^es  iij.  .synnes,  lechery,  Couetese,  and'  gloteny,  mow  be 
to-gedre  in  oou)  herte  with  these  goodes,  cont/^'cioii),  wepyng^,  and' 
p(/?-pose  ot^  amendyng^  1 "  to  whome  the  deuyH  answerid',  and'  saide, 
"nay."  And'  then)  the  blessil'  virgine  seide,  "say  me  therfore, 
which  of*  thes  owen)  to  go  and'  lie  a-waye,  whether  of*  thes  vertues, 
or  thes  iij.  vices,  sythe?^  thou  sayest  thay  mow  not  dweUe  to-gedre  in 
oon)  place  ]  "  The  Deuylt  saide,  "  I  say,  that  the  synnes  moste  flee." 
Then  the  blessid'  virgine  answerid',  and'  seide,  "  therfore  the  wa}'  to 
helle  is  shitte  to  hire,  and'  the  Avay  to  heuyu)  is  oj^yu)  to  hire." 
Then  askid'  fir]3enuore  the  blessid'  virgine  of  the  deuyH,  "  TeUe  me, 
if*  a  theflfe  lye  before  the  dore  of  the  wife,  and'  wolde  defoule  here, 
what  shaH  tlian  here  housbond'  do?"  The  deuyH  answerid',  "if*  the 
liousbond'  be  myght}'  and'  good',  he  oweth  to  deflfende  here,  and'  putt 
his  life  for  here  life."  Then  seide  the  blessid'  virgine,  "  thou,  deuyH, 
arte  a  theffe  moste  wicked' ;  the  soule  [that]  is  the  spouse  of  my 
sone,  the  moste  myghtiesf  housbond',  that  bought  here  Avith  his  owne 
blode,  thou  hast  corupte  and'  violently  take  away ;  Therfore  my  sone 
is  housbond'  of  the  soule,  and'  is  lorde  a-boue  the ;  therfore  it  long(ith 
to  the  to  flee  before  hyni)." 
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[  XCIV.  ] 

(of    three    QUESTIONS    ASKED    BY    OUR   LORD.) 

Otire  lorde  putt  tlire  questio2ms  to  liis  spouse,  and!  seid',  "I  am 
thy  makore,  and  thy  lorde;  telle  me  tlire  thinges  Hliat  I  aske 
of  the.  how  stondes  the  house,  there  as  the  wife  is  cladde  as  a  ladie, 
and'  a  housbond  as  a  seruaunte]  Is  it  seniely  soT'^  then  she 
answerid  with  in  here  concieuce,  and  saide,  "  my  lorde,  it  is  not 
semely  soo."  "  se,"  oure  lorde  seide  to  here,  "  I  am  god  of^  aH 
Jjing*,  and  kyng^  of*  aungells;  I  clad  my  seruaunte,  that  is,  my 
manhode,  nought  hut  to  vtterly  vtilite  and  necessite ;  I  sought  no 
thmg*  in  the  worlde  hut  alonly  mesurably  lyvelode  and  clothing*. 
thou  arte  my  wife ;  thou  wilte  he  as  a  ladie,  and  haue  richesse, 
and  worshippes,  and  go  forthe  worshipfully.  To  what  are  aH:  thes 
worths ;  for  sothe  aH  are  vanite,  and  aH  shaH  he  loste.  man)  was 
not  made  to  so  grete  superfluyte,  hut  to  necessite  of  nature.  This 
superfluyte  fownde  prale,  the  which  is  now  had,  and  louyd  for 
lawe."  The  seconde  tyme  he  seide,  "  telle  me,  whethere  it  is  semely  thai 
the  houshonde  lahoure  from)  morne  to  Euyii),  and  the  wife  comyth, 
and  wastith  in  oon)  houre  aH  thing*  that  are  goten)  and  gadred  1 "  she 
answerid,  and  seide,  ''it  is  not  semely  soo ;  but  the  wife  is  holdyn) 
for  to  lyve  and  to  do  after  the  wil  of*  here  houshonde."  Then  oure 
lorde  seide,  "  I  haue  done  as  an  housbond  that  wrought  from  morne 
to  Euyn).  I  forsothe  from)  my  yonge  age  vnto  my  passion)  labored, 
shewyng*  J)e  way  goyng*  to  heuyn),  and  preching* ;  and  werke  fuH- 
fillyng* ;  that  I  taught  aH  is  my  lahoure.  The  wife  is  the  soule,  that 
oweth  to  be  as  a  wife.  Then)  she  comys,  and  wastis,  when  she 
louyth  lecherie,  as  in  leiiyng*  as  it  is  no  thing*  p?-ofited  to  here,  that 
I  haue  do,  ne  I  fynde  in  here  no  thing*  of  vertue  in  the  which  I 
niyght  truste,  and  with  here  haue  delite."  The  third  [tyme]  he 
saide,  ''  telle  :ne,  in  what  house  the  lorde  is  dispised,  and  the 
seruaunte  worshippid,  whethere  [it]  is  not  [un]semly  and  abhomyn- 
able  1 "  she  saide,  "  for-sothe,  it  is  so."  then  oure  lorde  seide,  "  I 
am  lorde  of*  aH  thing-* ;  myn  house  is  the  worlde,  and  man)  is  my 
seruaunte,  and  of  right  oweth  to  be ;  but  I,  that  am)  lorde,  no  we  ame 
'  leaf  86.  '  MS.  It  is  not  seniely  so. 
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dispised'  in  the  worlde,  and'  man)  is  worshipped,  therfore  thou,  the 
which  I  haue  chosyn),  be  besy  to  do  my  wille  ;  for  aH  thing'  that  are 
in  the  worlde  are  not  but  as  a  spume  in  the  see,  ancJ  a  veyne  sight*." 
Amen). 

[  XCV.  ] 
(of  the  seven  devils  in  a  man.) 

AGrete  man),  that  was  leuyng'  some  tyme  as  vn-to  the  worlde, 
that  was  not  confessid  of  a  longe  tyme,  and  greuously  was 
seke,  an  holy  woman)  herde  of  his  sekenesse,  and  prayde  to 
god  for  hym),  for  compassion)  that  she  had  of  hym.  and  Criste 
aperid  to  here,  and  spake  to  here,  and  saide,  "  [Speke]  to  thy 
confessoure,  that  he  vissite  this  seke  ^man,  and  here  his  confession)." 
when  the  confessoure  come  to  hym),  the  seke  man)  seide,  he  had  no 
nede  of  confession),  for  he  had  ofte  tyme  be  confessid.  The  seconde 
day,  the  confessoure  was  bidden)  of  Criste  to  go  a-gayne.  and  he 
wente  a-gayne  to  the  seke  man),  be  reuelaciou)  of  the  holy  woman) 
made  to  hire  of  Criste,  and  seide  to  hire  and  to  him),  "  the  sone  of 
god  lesM  Criste,  the  lorde  of  the  deuyH:,  sayeth  to  the,  that  thou 
haste  in  the  vij.  deuyls.  oou)  sittes  in  thyn  herte,  byndyng*  it,  that 
thou  haste  not  comp?<ncion)  for  thy  synnes  ;  The  seconde  is  that 
sitteth  in  thyn)  Eyen),  that  thou  seiste  not  the  prophete  of*  thy  soule  ; 
The  thrid  deuyH  is  that,  fat  sitteth  in  thy  mouthe,  fat  thou  shuldiste 
not  speke  tho  thing*[es]  that  are  to  the^  worship  of*  god  ;  The  fourte 
sitteth  in  thy  membres,  therfore  thou  haste  louyd  aH  vnclennesse ; 
The  v*  sitteth  in  thyn  handes,  and  in  thy  fete,  and  therfore  thou 
haddiste  no  shame  to  Eobbe  men),  and  to  slee  ;  The  vj*  is  in  thy 
Inwarde  stomak,  and  therfore  thou  arte  geuyn)  to  gloteny,  and  to 
dronkennesse ;  The  vij.  is  in  thy  soule,  where  god  shidd  sitte,  and 
now  sitteth  there  the  deuyH,  thyn)  Enemy.  Therfore  be  repentaunt' 
and  sorie  the  sone?'e,  for  yette  god  shaH  haue  mercy  on  the."  than 
the  seke  man)  [seide]  with  teres,  "  how  may  thou  be-hete  me  vxercj, 
or  graunte,  that  ame  bownde  in  so  many  synnes  %  "  The  confessoure 
answerid,  "  I  swere  to  the,  and  am)  Experte ;  and  if*  thou  haddiste 
done  many  moo  and  gretter,  by  contricion)  thou  shalt'  be  sauyd." 
'  leaf  86,  back.  '  thy,  MS.  ^  repentaunce,  MS. 
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Then  the  seke  man)  seide  a-gayne  Efte  sonys  with  teres,  "  I  dispeyred? 
of  the  helthe  of  my  soiile,  for  I  haue  made  homage  to  the  deuyH,  that 
ofte  sit  he  hathe  spoken)  to  me ;  and'  now  am  sixte  yere  olde  and' 
moo,  and'  nener  made  confession),  ne  neuer  ressayued'  Cristas  body, 
hut  feyned'  me  to  go  ferre,  when)  opej-  were  houselid' ;  and'  now  am)  I 
a-know  to  the,  fadre,  that  sich  teres  as  I  now  haue  I  had'  neuer 
be-fore,  that  I  haue  in  mynde  of*,  therfore  that  day  he  was  confessid' 
iiij.  tymes.  and'  the  seconde  day  after  his  confession)  he  was  houselid', 
and'  the  contricion)  that  he  had'  in  his  Ende  was  the  signe  and'  token) 
of  his  liberacion).  after  this,  the  vj'.  day  lie  deyed' ;  of  whom)  Criste 
spake  to  this  holy  woman)  that  praide  for  hym),  sayeng^  thus,  "  [This] 
man)  serued'  to  that  thefe,  to  whome  the  pereil  I  shewed'  to  the 
be-fore  ;  and'  now  the  deuyH  is  lied'  from)  hym),  to  whom  he  had'  done 
homage,  and'  that  was  for  the  contr/cion)  that  he  had' ;  and'  now  he 
comyth  to  purgac«on).  But  thou  mayste  aske,  why  this  man)  disserued' 
contrjcion),  that  wes  vmbelapped'  with  so  many  synnes  ;  I  answere 
to  the,  for  f>at  made  me  ^loue,  for  I  had'  mannys  contvtcion)  to  the 
laste  poynte,  and'  the  merite  and'  prayere  of*  my  modre.  for  why  1 
this  man)  louyd'  here,  and'  had'  in  Costonie  to  haue  compassion)  of 
here  sorowe,  als  ofte  as  he  be-helde  here,  or  herde  here  named' ; 
therfore  he  hathe  founde  the  profite  and'  the  vtihte  of  his  helthe, 
and'  shaH;  be  sauyd'."     Ameii)  &c. 

[  XCVI.  ] 

(how  a  HEATHEN  WOMAN  WAS  CONVERTED.) 

xire  ladie  seynte  marie,  the  modre  of  Criste  Ihesu,  spake  to  an 
holy  woman),  the  spouse  of  here  sone,  sayeng"  thus,  "  there  is 
no  thing"  that  pleasith  so  mych  god',  as  dotlie  a  man)  or  a 
woman)  that  louyth  god'  aboue  aH  thing*.  Beholde,  for  I  shaH  say  to 
the  an  Ensawmple  and'  a  semelitude  o!'  a  woma??,  that  was  a  paynym), 
that  no  thing*  knew  of*  the  feithe  of  holy  kyrk.  she  thought  thus 
in  here  herte  with  in  here  self*,  "  I  know  of*  what  made  I  am),  and'  of 
which  I  come  into  my  moders  wombe,  and'  I  bek-ue  that  it  is 
Impossible  [for]  me  to  haue  a  body,  and'  loyntes,  and'  bowels,  and' 

'  leaf  87. 
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witte,  but  if  it  had'  ben)  geuyii)  me  ;  and'  tberfore  there  is  some 
makere,  that  made  me  so  fayre  a  persone  of  mankynde,  and'  wolde 
not  make  me  foide,  as  wormes  and?  serpentes.  therfore,  as  me  thinke, 
thoughe  I  haiie  many  housbondes,  and  if*  they  aH:  Called'  me,  I  sliuld' 
rather  at  on)  Callyng*  renne  to  my  makere,  then)  to  the  voices  of  hem) 
aH.  I  haue  also  many  childryn),  sones  and'  doughters  ;  neuer  the  less 
if*  I  sawe  hem)  haue  mete  in  here  handes,  and'  wiste  that  my  makere 
hongred',  I  shuld'  take  the  mete  from  the  handes  of  my  Chiklryn), 
and'  loyfuil  presente  it  to  my  makere.  I  haue  also  many  possessions, 
the  which  I  dispose  at  my  wille  ;  neue/iihedese  if  I  wiste  the  will  of* 
my  makere,  I  shuld'  gladly  do  leue  my  wille,  and'  dispose  hem  to  my 
makere  wille,"  Then  seide  cure  lady  to  the  spouse  of*  here  sone, 
"  Beholde,  doughter,  Avhat  god'  hath  done  to  this  woma?i,  that  is  a 
paynym).  he  sente  to  here  oou)  of  his  frendes,  that  Enfourmed!  here 
in  the  holy  feithe  ;  and'  god'  hym  self*  vesite  here  herte,  as  thou  may 
vnderstonde  of  the  wordes  of  the  woman),  for  why  1  whan  the  man 
of  god'  p?-echid'  to  here  oon)  god',  that  is  with  oute  begynnyng*  and' 
with  oute  Endyng*,  that  is  makere  of  aH  thing*,  she  answerid',  that  is 
sothe,  she  saieth,  and'  credible,  that  he  fiat  made  me,  made  aU  thing*, 
and'  hathe  aboue  hym)  no  makere  ;  and'  therfore  it  is  trew  that  his 
life  is  Eue?'lastyng*,  that  myght  gyve  me  lyfe.  And'  when  this 
woman)  had'  herde  that  the  same  makere  had'  take  of*  mankynde,  of* 
the  virgiue  marie^  and'  that  he  with  his  mouthe  prechid',  she  answerid', 
and'  seide,  goode  it  is  to  be  be-leue  the  vertuouse  wordes  of  god'. 
But  than,  goddis  frende,  say  thou  ^to  me,  what  are  tho  wordes  that 
wentyn)  oute  of  the  mouthe  of  the  makere  of  att  thing*,  I  wil  leue  my 
wille,  and'  obey  to  aH  his  wordes.  Then  preching*  the  frende  of  god' 
of*  the  passion),  and'  of*  the  Crosse  of  god',  and'  of*  his  resurreccion), 
The  Avoman)  answerid'  Avith  wepyng*  Eyen),  and'  saide,  blessid'  be  god', 
that  so  paciently  shewed'  his  Charite  in  Ertlie,  the  which  he  had'  to 
A's  in  heuyn) ;  Therfore  I  loued'  hym  be-fore  that  made  me.  now  I 
am  constreyned'  and'  bownde  to  loue  hym),  for  he  hathe  shewed'  to 
me  J)e  right  way,  and'  hathe  boughte  me  with  his  preciouse  blode. 
Therfore  I  am  holdyn  to  serue  hym  with  aH  my  strengthes  And' 
me?«bres,  for  he  bought  me  Avith  his  membres  ;  and  oner  that  I  am) 

'  leaf  87,  buck. 
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Aoctour  to  renne,  and'  putt  a-way  aii  my  desire  fro  me,  that  I  had' 
fyrste  to  possessions,  and'  childre,  and'  frendes,  and'  alt  only  for  to 
desire  my  makere,  in  his  loye,  that  neuer  shaH  haue  Ende."  Then) 
seide  blessid'  marie,  the  modre  of  god',  to  here  sonnys  spouse, 
"  be-holde,  doughter,  how  this  woman)  purchasid'  many  folde  reAvardes 
for  here  loue.  right  so  is  gyveu)  reward'  to  ich  mail)  and'  woman), 
after  that  they  loueii)  god',  while  they  lyven)  in  this  worlde." 
Amen),  &c. 

Explicit  [de]  gestis  romanorw/  et  de  vitis  patrum. 
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ADDITIONAL   STOEIES 

(not    in    THE    MSS). 
From   Wijnliyn  de  Worde's  Editioji,  circ :  1510. 

[  I.     Sign.  A  ij.] 

80mtyme  there  dwelled  in  Eome  a  puyssaunte  Emperour, 
Tvhiche  had  a  doughter,  a  fayre  creatui-e,  and  was  named 
Atleuta,  whome  dyuerse  and  many  knj^ghtes  and  other  grete 
lordes  desyred  to^  ihejr  wyf.  This  Atlenta  was  wonder 
swyfte  of  foote  /  wherfore  suche  a  lawe  was  ordeyned,  that 
no  man  sholde  hane  her  to  wyfe,  but  suche  as  myght  ouer  renne  her, 
and  take  her  by  strength  of  foot.  And  so  it  befell,  that  many  came, 
&  ranne  with  her  /  but  she  was  so  swyfte,  that  no  man  myght 
ouertake  her,  by  cours  of  rennjoige.  At  the  laste  there  came  a 
knyght,  named  Pomeys,  vnto  her  fader,  &  sayd  to  hym  thus  /  "  my 
lorde,  yf  it  myght  please  you  to  gyue  me  your  doughter  to  wyfe,  I 
wyl  gladly  renne  with  her  "  /  Than  sayd  her  fader,  "  There  is  suche 
a  lawe  ordeyned  and  sette,  that  who  so  wyU  haue  her  to  wyfe,  must 
fyrste  renne  ^  with  her  ;  and  yf  he  fayle  in  his  cours,  that  he  ouertake 
her  not,  he  shall  lose  his  hede  /  and  yf  it  fortune  hym  to  ouertake, 
than  shall  I  wedde  her  vnto  hym  "  /  And  whan  the  kynge  had  tolde 
hym  alle  the  peryll  that  myght  falle  in  the  wynnynge  of  her  /  the 
knyght  wylfully  graunted  to  abyde  that  leopardy.  Than  the  knyght 
lete  ordeyne  hym  thre  balles  of  golde,  ayenst  the  rennynge.  And 
Avhan  they  had  begonne  to  renne  a  lytel  space,  the  yonge  lady  ouer 
ranne  hym  /  than  the  knyght  threwe  forth  before  her  y^  fyrste  balle 
of  golde.  And  whan  the  damoyseU  sawe  y  ball,  she  stouped,  and 
toke  it  vp  ;  and  that  whyle  the  knyght  wanne  before  her  ;  but  that 
auayled  lytell  /  for  whan  she  had  that  perceyued,  she  ranne  so  fast, 

'  her  lo,  cd.  '  renuc,  ed. 
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that  111  sliorte  space  she  gate  before  hym  agayne.      And  than  he 

threAve  forth  the  seconde  balle  of  golde  /  and  she  stouped,  as  she 

dyde  before,  to  take  it  vp  /  &  in  that  whyle  y^  knyght  wanne  before 

her  agayne  /  whiche  this  yonge  damosell  seynge,  constreyned  her 

selfe,  and  ranne  so  fast,  tyll  at  the  last  she  had  hym  at  a  vauntage 

agayne,  and  Avas  afore  hym.     And  by  tluit  tyme  they  were  nyghe 

the  marke,  where  they  sholde  abyde  /  wherfore  the  knyght  threwe 

the  thryde  balle  forth  before  her  /  and  lyke  as  she  had  done  before, 

[she]  stouped  downe  to  take  vp  the  balle  /  and  the  whyle  she  was  in 

takynge  vp  the  thyrde  balle,  the  knyght  gate  afore  her,  and  was  fyrst 

at  the  standynge  /  &  thus  was  she  wonne.     IT  By  this  Emperoure  is 

vnderstande  the  fader  of  heuen  /  and  [by]  this  mayden  is  vnderstande 

the  soule  of  man,  with  whome  many  deuylles  desyren  to  renne  /  and 

to  dysceyue  her  thorugh  theyr  temptacyons  /  but  she  withstandeth 

theym  myghtly,  and  ouercometh  hym  /  and  whan  he  hath  done  his 

power  /  and  may  not  spede,  than  [he]  makethi  the  thre  balles  of 

golde  /  and  casteth  them  before  her,  in  the  thre  ages  of  man  /  that 

is  to  saye  /  in  youth,  in  manhode,  and  in  olde  age.     In  youth  he 

casteth  the  balle  of  lechery  before  her,  that  is  to  saye,  the  desyre  of 

flesshe  /  neuerthelesse  for  al  this  balle  often  tymes  man  ouercometh 

the  deuyll  by  confessyon,  contrycyon,  penaunce,  and  satysfaccyon. 

The  seconde  balle  is  the  balle  of  pryde,  the  whiche  the  deuyll  casteth 

to  man  in  his  manhode  /  that  is  to  saye,  in  his  myddell  age  /  but 

this  balle  man  oftentymes  ouercometh,  as  he  dyde  the  fyrste.     But 

late  hym  beware  of  y''  thyrde  balle,  whiche  is  the  balle  of  couetyse, 

that  the  deuyll  casteth  vnto  man  in  his  olde  age,  that  is  full  dredefull. 

For  but  yf  a  man  may  ouercome  this  balle  with  this  other  two,  than 

he  shall  lese  his  honouve,  that  is  to  saye,  y'^  kyngedome  of  heuen. 

For  whan  man  brenneth  in  couetyse,  he  thynketh  not  on  goostly 

rychesse,  for  euer  his  herte  is  sette  in  worldly  goodes,  and  recketh 

not  of  prayers,  ne  of  almes  dedes  /  and  thus  leseth  he  his  herytage, 

to  the  whiche  God   hathe  bought   hym  with  his   precyous  blode. 

Unto  y*"  whiche  Ihesus  biyngc  you  and  me,  and  alio  mankynde  ! 

Amen. 

'  marketh,  ed. 
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[  II.     Sign.  A.  iij.  ] 

THere  dwelled  somtyme  in  Rome  a  myglity  Emperour  and  a 
Avyse,  named  Ancelme,  wliiclie  bare  in  his  armes  a  shelde 
of  syluer,  with  fyue  reed  rosys.  This  Emperour  had  thre 
sones,  whom  he  loued  moche  /  he  had  also  contynuall 
warre  with  the  kynge  of  Egypt  /  in  the  whiche  warre  he 
lost  all  his  temporall  goodes,  excepte  a  vertuous  tre.  It  fortuned 
after  on  a  day,  y*  he  gaue  Latayll  vnto  y''  sayd  kynge  of  Egypt, 
wherin  he  was  greuously  Avounded.  ^Neuertheles  he  opteyned  the 
vyctory,  notwithstandynge  he  had  his  dedely  wou?ide  /  Wherfore 
whyle  he  laye  in  poynte  of  deth,  he  called  vnto  hym  his  eldest  sone, 
&  sayd  /  "my  moost  dere  &  welbelouede  sone,  all  my  temporall 
rychesse  I  haue  exspended,  &  almoost  no  thynge  is  lefte  nie,  excepte 
a  vertuous  tre,  y*  whiche  standeth  in  the  myddes  of  myne  empyre. 
I  gyue  to  the  all  y*  is  vnder  the  erthe  and  aboue  the  erthe  of  y'  same 
tree."  "0!  my  reuerent  fader,"  quod  he,  "I  thanke  you  moche." 
Than  sayd  themperoure,  "  Calle  to  me  my  seconde  sone."  anone  his 
eldest  sone,  gretely  gladded  of  his  faders  gyfte,  called  in  his  broder  / 
and  whan  he  came,  than  sayd  themperour  /  "  my  dere  sone,"  quod 
he,  "  I  may  not  make  my  testament,  for  so  moche  that  I  haue  spent 
al  my  goodes,  except  a  tree,  which  stajideth  in  my  empyre,  of  the 
whiche  tree  I  gyue  &  bequethe  to  y^  all  y*  is  grete  and  smale." 
Than  answered  he,  and  sayd,  "  My  reuerent  fader,  I  thanke  you 
moche."  Than  sayd  themperoure.  "  calle  to  me  my  thyrde  sone  "  / 
and  so  it  was  done.  And  whan  he  was  come,  the  Emperour  sayd, 
"  My  dere  sone,  I  must  dye  of  this  seknesse,  &  I  haue  but  onely  a 
vertuous  tree,  of  the  whiche  I  haue  bequethed  thy  bretherin  theyr 
porcyon,  and  to  the  I  byquethe  thy  porcyon^  /  for  I  Avyll  y*  y"^  haue 
of  the  sayd  tree  all  y'  is  wete  &  drye."  Than  sayd  his  sone,  "  Fader, 
God  thanke  you  ! "  Soone  after  that  the  Emperour  had  made  his 
byquest,  he  deyed.  And  the  eldest  sone  anone  toke  season  of  the 
tree.  AYhau  the  seconde  broder  this  herde,  he  sayd,  "  broder  niyn, 
by  what  lawe  or  tytell  occupyed  y"  this  tree  ? "  "  Dere  broder," 
quod  he,  "  I  occupyed  by  this  tytell  /  my  fader  gaue  me  all  y*  is 
vnder  2  erthe  and  aboue  of  the  sayd  tree,  and  th  erf  ore  by  reason  this 
'  procyon,  ed,  '  vnde,  ed. 
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tre  is  myn."  " Uiiknowynge  to  the,"  quod  the  seconde  broder,  "he 
gaue  me  al  that  is  in  brede,  length,  &  depnes  of  y'  sayd  tree  /  and 
therfore  I  haue  as  grete  ryght  in  the  tree  as  thou."  This  herynge, 
the  thyrde  sone  came  vnto  theyni,  &  sayd,  "  0  !  ye  my  best  beloued 
brethern,  it  behoueth  you  not  to  stryue  for  this  tree  /  for  as  moche 
ryght  haue  I  in  this  tree  as  ye  /  for  well  ye  wote  by  the  lawe,  that 
the  last  wyll  &  testament  ought  to  stande  /  for  sothely  he  gaue  me 
of  the  sayd  tree  all  y*  is  wete  and  drye,  and  therfore  by  ryght  the 
tree  is  myn  /  but  for  as  moche  as  your  tales  ben  grete,  and  myne 
also  /  my  cou?iceyll  is,  that  we  be  lustyfyed  by  reason  /  for  it  is  not 
good  ne  co?rtmendable,  that  ony  stryfe  or  dyssencyon  sholde  be 
amonge  vs.  Here  besyde  dvvelleth  a  kynge  of  reason  /  for  it  is  not 
good  to  stryue,  go  we  there  vnto  hym  /  &  eueryche  of  vs  laye  his 
ryght  before  hym  /  and  lyke  as  he  Avyll  luge,  stande  we  vnto  his 
lugement."  Than  sayd  his  bretherin,  "  this  counceyl  is  good." 
wherfore  they  wente  al  thre  vnto  y"  kynge  of  Season,  and  euerychone 
of  theyni  syngulerly  shewed  forthe  his  ryght  vnto  hym,  lyke  as  it  is 
sayd  before.  Whan  the  kynge  had  herde  theyr  tytles  /  he  rehersed 
them  all  agayne  syngulerly,  fyrst  saynge  vnto  the  eldest  sone  thus. 
"  Thou  sayest  for  the,"  quod  the  kynge,  "  thy  fader  gaue  the  all  that 
is  vnder  -the  erthe  and  aboue  the  erthe  of  the  sayd  tree.  And  to  the 
seconde  broder  he  byquethed  all  that  is  in  brede,  length,  &  depnes 
of  that  tree.  And  to  the  thyrde  broder  he  gaue  al  that  is  wete  and 
drye."  And  with  that  he  layde  the  lawe  for  them,  and^  sayd  /  that 
y®  last  wyll  ought  for  to  stande.  "  Kow,  my  de-re  sones,  breuely  I 
shall  satysfye  all  your  reasons."  And  wha?z  he  hadde  thus  sayd,  he 
tourned  bym  vnto  the  eldest  broder,  saynge  thus,  *'My  dere  sone, 
yf  the  lyst  to  abyde  y*^  lugement  of  ryght,  the  behoueth  to  be  letten 
blode  of  the  ryght  arme."  "My  lorde,"  quod  he,  "your  wyll  shall 
be  done."  Than  called  the  kynge  forth  a  dyscrete  physycyon, 
co?Hmaundynge  to  lete  hym  blode.  Whan  the  eldest  sone  was  thus 
letten  blode,  y^  kynge  sayd  to  them  all  thre  /  "  my  dere  sones,"  quod 
he,  "  where  is  your  fader  buryed  1 "  Than  answered  they,  and  sayd  / 
"  Forsothe,  my  lorde,  in  suche  a  place."  Anone  the  kynge  com- 
maunded  to  dehie  vp  the  bodj'',  and  to  drawe  out  a  bone  of  his  brest, 
'  aud  and,  cd.  ^  Sign.  A  iiij. 
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and  to  huvj  his  body  agayne  /  &  so  it  was  done.  And  wlian  y'^  bone 
was  drawen  out,  the  kynge  commaunded  y*  it  shokle  be  layde  in  the 
blode  of  the  elder  broder,  &  y*  it  sholde  lye  tyll  it  had  receyued 
kyndely  the  blode,  and  than  to  be  layde  in  y''  sonne,  and  dryed  /  & 
after  that,  it  sholde  be  wasshen  with  clere  water  /  his  seruaimtes 
fulfylled  all  that  he  badde.  And  whan  they  began  to  wasshe,  y® 
blode  vanysshed  clene  away,  whan  the  kynge  sawe  this,  he  sayd 
to  the  seconde  sone  /  "it  behoueth,  that  y"  be  laten  blode,^  as  thy 
broder  is."  Than  sayd  he,  "  My  lorde,  thy  wyU  shall  be  fulfylled  "  / 
&  anone  he  was  serued  lyke  as  his  broder  was,  in  all  thynge.  And 
whan  they  began  to  wasshe  the  bone,  the  blode  vanysshed  awaye. 
Than  sayd  y^  kynge  to  the  thyrde  sone,  "  My  dere  chylde,  it  behoueth 
the  also  to  be  laten  blode."  He  answered^  and  sayd,  "My  lorde,  it 
pleaseth  me  well  so  to  be."  "Whan  the  yongest  broder  was  laten 
blode,  and  seruede  in  all  thynge  lyke  as  his  two  brethern  were  serued 
before,  "VVhan  the  kynges  seruannt  began  to  wasshe  the  bone,  they 
myght  neyther  for  wasshynge  ne  for  brekynge  do  awaye  the  blode 
of  y^  bone,  but  euer  it  appered  blody.  whan  y^  kyHge  sawe  this,  he 
sayd  /  "  it  apered  openly,  y*  this  blode  w*out  doubte  is  of  the  nature 
of  this  bone  /  thou  arte  his  true  sone,  and  these  other  ij.  bi.n 
bastardes.  I  gyue  to  the  that  tree  for  euer  more,"  IT  Dere  frendes, 
this  Emperour  is  oure  lorde  Ihesu  cryst,  whiche  bare  a  slielde  of 
syluer,  with  fyue  reed  rosys  /  that  is  to  saye,  his  body  y*  was  so 
fayre,  soo  clere,  &  more  radyent  than  ony  syluer,  accordy»ge  w*  y^ 
psalmes  saynge  thus,  Speciosus  forma ^  pre  filiis  hommtim.  That  is 
to  saye,  he  was  more  specyous,  &  fayrer  of  shape,  than  all  the 
chylderin  of  men.  By  this  .v.  rosys  we  vnderstande  his  .v.  wou?ides, 
whiche  he  suffred  for  mankynde.  And  by  the  kynge  of  Egypte  we 
vnderstande  y®  deuyll,  ayenst  whome  he  faught  all  the  tyme  of*  his 
lyfe  /  &  at  last  was  slayne  for  mankjTide.  IS'euertheles  before  his 
deth,  he  made  his  testament  to  his  thre  sones.  By  the  fyrst,  to 
whome  he  gaue  of  the  tree  al  y*  was  vnder  erthe  and  aboue  /  we 
shall  vnderstande  the  myghty  men  &  states  of  this  worlde,  to  whome 
he  hath  gyuen  power  in  erthe,  in  water,  &  in  ayer,  so  y*  be  obedyent 
at  theyr  wjll  all  thy«ge  vnder  heuen.  By  the  seconde  sone,  to 
'  bolde,  ed.  '  answere,  eJ.  ^  formo,  ed.  *  of  of,  ed. 
GESTA.  28 
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whome  he  gaue  the  tree  in  length,  brede  &  depnes,  we  may  vnder- 
stonde  the  wytty  men  of  this  worlde,  as  lustycis,  vocates,  &  men  of 
laATO ;  these  men  haiie  power  in  length,  &   brede  &  depnes,  vpon 
gentylmen  of  myddell  degre,  &  vpon  poore  men,  theym  to  deme  & 
to  Inge,  as  they  lyst.     By  the  iij.  sone,  to  whome  he  gane  all  y*  was 
wete  &  drye  of   y"  tre,  we  shall   vndersto?ide    good   crysten  men, 
whiche  haue  &  suflre  bothe  wete  &  dronght  /  that  is  to  saye,  now 
pouerte,  now  trouble,  now  solace,  now  care,  nowe  colde,  now  hete  / 
and  all  this  they  receyne  of  god  /  thankefully.     this  noble  tree  y' 
was  thus  byquethed  to  [them].  This  tree  is  the  tree  of  paradyse  /  y* 
is  to  saye,  euerlasty?ige  loye  of  heuen,  whiche  is  gyue?j  to  vs  al,  yf 
we  wyl  take  it  tha?d{fully  ;  neuertheles  it  is  geuejj^  in  dyuerse  wyse, 
&  not  egally,  for  some  hath  more,  &  some  hath  lesse,  after  their 
merytes.     this  notw*stondy«ge  euery  man  opteyneth  not  /  ^therfore 
it  behoueth  them  to  go  vnto  y'^  ky?ige  of  reason  /  y*  is  to  say,  vnto 
y^  fader  of  heuen,  Avhiche  knoweth  all  thynge  or  they  be  made. 
The  fyrste  sone  was  lete  blode,  &  in  his  blode  the  bone  was  wrapped. 
By  this  blood  we  shall  vnderstande  our  merytory  dedes  /  and  be  y® 
[bone,  the  which  is]  whyte  and  heuy,  almes  dede,  Avhiche  is  full  heuy 
to  theym  that  gyueth  almes  ;  neuertheles  it  maketli  y''  soule  whyte  / 
Wherfore  whan  these  myghty  men  haue  almes,  or  to  do  a  merytory 
dede,  though  it  be  made  drye,  ande  stablysshed  with  the  sonne  & 
by  the  wynde  of  dyuyne  predicacyon,  neuertheles  whan  [cometh]  the 
water  of  pryde,  enuy,  wrath,  and  of  suche  other,  all  the  merytory 
dede  done  before  is  brought  to  nought,  and  the  blood  /  that  is  to 
save,  almes  dede,  by  the  whiche   they  sholde  come  to  euerlastynge 
lyf,  begynneth  to  vanysshe  avvaye.     For  why,  as  the  appostle  sayth  / 
he  that  oflfendeth  in  one  synne,  is  gylty  in  all.     This  blode  later, 
whiche  lete   them   blode,  is  a   dyscrete   confessoure  /  though  tlie 
myghty  men  of  this  worlde  doo  good,  and  fulfyll  theyr  penaunce  / 
neuertheles  whan  y*'  water  of  couetyse,  that  is  to  saye,  whan  the 
purse  is  full  of  pence,  anone  they  gyue  true  lugement  /  ayenst  whome 
it  is  wrytew  thus.  The  wysdome  of  this  worlde  is  no  thynge  els  but 
foly  afore  god  /  and  ayenst  the  myghty  men  of  this  worlde  speketh 
holy  scrypture,  and  sayth,  where  ben  tho  myghty  men,  whiche  were 
'  heue/t,  cd.  *  Sigu.  A  v. 
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praysed  amonge  the  byrdes  of  heuen,  ete,  and  drynke,  and  often 
dessended  vnto  hell  1  The  thyrde  sone  of  this  Emperoure  is  a  good 
crysten  man,  whiche  all  the  tyme  of  his  lyfe  dyde  good  dedes,  and 
lyued  without  pryde,  enuy,  or  lechery ;  frome  the  bone  of  suche  a 
man  the  blode  may  not  be  wasshen  awaye  /  y*  is  [to]  saye,  his  mery- 
tory  dede  may  not  be  put  awaye  frome  penau?ice.  suche  a  man  is 
the  true  chylde  of  god  ;  of  whome  oure  lorde  speketh  thus  /  The 
whiche  haue  forsaken^  all  thynge  for  me,  &c.  y*  is  to  say,  ye  y*  haue 
forsaken  wyll  of  synne,  shai  receyue  an  hondred  tymes  more  /  y*  is 
to  saye,  ye  shall  not  onely  receyue  the  tree  of  paradyse,  but  also  y" 
herytage  of  heuen  /  these  two  other  sones  ben  bastardes,  for  why, 
that  they  behote  in  theyr  baptesme  they  wrought  all  y*  contrary, 
thrugh  theyr  wyckede  lyuynge  ;  &  therfore  he  y*  desyreth^  to  opteyne 
y"  loye  of  heuen^  hjm  behoueth  to  abyde  stedfastly  in  werkynge  of 
good  dedes,  &  than  by  reason  may  he  opteyne  the  tree  of  paradyse  / 
unto  the  whiche  y*  Lorde  brynge  vs,  Avhiche  lyueth  and  regneth 
eternal  without  ende  !     Amen. 

[  ni.  ] 

IN  Eome  dwelled  a  noble  Emiieroui-e,  named  Dyoclosyan,  whiche 
aboue  aU  worldly  goodes  loued  y^  vertu  of  charyte,  wherfore  lie 
desyred  gretly  to  knowe  what  foule  louede  her  byrdes  best,  to  this 
entente,  y*  he  myglit  therby  growe  to  more  parfyte  charyte.  It 
fortuned  after  vpon  a  day,  y'  this  Emperoure  walkede  to  the  forest 
to  take  his  dysjDorte,  where  as  he  fou?jde  the  nest  of  a  grete  byrde, 
y*  is  called  in  latyn  Strucio,  w*  her  byrde  /  y®  whiche  byrde  them- 
perour  toke  with  hym,  &  closed  hym  in  a  vessel  of  glasse.  The 
moder  of  this  lytell  byrde  foloweth  after  to  themperours  palace,^  & 
entred  in  to  the  haUe  where  her  byrde  was  closed.  But  whan  she 
sawe  her  byrde,  and  myght  not  by  no  menes  come  to  her,  ne  gets 
her  out,  she  torned  agayno  to  the  forest,  and  there  she  abode  thre 
dayes  /  &  at  y''  last  she  torned  agayne  to  y*  pallays,  berynge  in  her 
mouthe  a  Avorme  y*  is  called  Thumare.  Whan  she  came  where  her 
byrde  was,  she  lete  the  worme  falle  vpon  the  glasse,  thrugh  vertue 
of  whose  blode  the  glasse  Intake,  &  the  byrde  escaped,  &  flewe  forth 
'  forken,  ed.  ^  desyred,  cd.  '  place,  ed. 
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w*  his  moder.  AYLan  the  Emperour  sawe  this,  he  praysed  moche 
y*  moder  of  this  byrde,  whiche  so  dylygently  khoured  for  the 
delyuerau??ce  of  her  byrde.  H  My  frendes,  this  Emperour  is  the 
fader  of  heuen,  whiche  Avonderly  loued  them  y*  ben  jDerfyte  in  loue 
&  charyte.  This  lytell  byrde  closed  in  the  glasse,  &  taken  fro  y* 
forest,^  was  Adam  our  forefader,  whiche  was  exylled  fro  Paradyse, 
&  put  in  the  glasse  /  y*  is  to  saye,  in  helle.  This  herynge  the  moder 
of  the  byrde  /  y*  is  to  wete,  the  sone  of  god,  [he]  descended  fro 
heuen,  &  came  to  the  forest  of  the  worlde,  &  lyuede  here  .iij.  dayes 
&  more,  berynge  w*  hym  a  worme  /  y*  is  to  saye,  manhode,  accord- 
ynge  w*^  the  psalme  saynge  thus,  Ego  sum  vermis  et  non  homo. 
That  is  to  saye,  I  am  a  worme,  &  no  man.  This  manhode  he-  suff[er]ed 
to  be  slayne  amonge  y*  lewes  /  of  whose  blode  the  vessel  eternaU 
was  broken,  &  the  byrde  weute  out,  that  is  to  saye,  Adam  wente 
forthe,^  with  his  moder,  the  sone  of  almyghty  god,  and  flewe  vnto 
heuen. 

[  IV-  ] 

SOmtyme  dwelled  in  Eome  a  worthy  Emperour  &  a  wyse,  whiche 
had  a  fayre  doughter,  &  full  gracyous  in  the  syght  of  euery 
man.  This  Emperoure  bethought  hym  vpon  a  daye  to  whome  he 
myght  gyue  his  doughter  in  maryage,  saynge  thus,  "  yf  I  gyue  my 
doughter  to  a  ryche  man,  &  he  be  a  fole,  than  is  she  lost  /  &  yf  J 
gyue  her  to  a  poore  man  and  a  wytty,  then  may  he  gete  his  lyuyng. 
for  hym  &  her  by  his  wysdome."  There  was  y'  tyme  dwelly??ge  in 
y^  cyte  of  Eome  a  phylosopher  named  Socrates,  poore  and  wyse, 
whiche  came  vnto  themperoure,  &  sayd,  "  My  lorde,  dysplese  you 
not  though  I  put  forthe  my  petycyon  before  youre  hyghnesse." 
Themperour  sayd,  "What  soeuer  it  pleaseth  y",  tell  forth."  Tha/i 
answered  Socrates,  &  sayd,  "  My  lorde,  ye  haue  a  doughter,  whome 
I  desyre  aboue  all  thynge."  The  Emperour  answered,  and  sayd, 
"  My  frende,  I  shall  gyue  the  my  doughter  to  Avyfe  vpo?j  this  con- 
dycion,  y*  yf  she  dye  in  thy  felaushyp,  after  y*  she  be  weddede  vnto 
y"  y"  shalte  withouten  doubte  less  tliy  lyf."  Than  sayd  Socrates, 
"  Ypo?i  this  co?2dycion  I  wyl  gladly  take  her  for  to  be  my  wyfe." 
The  Emperoure  herynge  this,  lete  calle  forthe  all  the  lordes  and 
'  Sign.  A  vj.  '  is,  ed.  ^  sorthe,  ed. 
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states  of  Lis  empyre,  and  made  a  greate  feest  at  tlieyr  weddynge. 
And  thenne,  after  the  feest,  Socrates  led  home  his  "wyfe  to  his  owne 
house,  where  as  they  lyued  in  pease  and  helth  longe  tyme  /  but  at 
last  this  Emperours  doughter  sekened  to  deth.  Wha?i  Socrates  this 
perceyued,  he  sayd  to  hym  selfe,  "  Alas  &  wo  to  me,  what  shall  I 
do,  &  whether  shall  I  flee,  yf  themperours  doughter,  y*  is  my  wyfe, 
sholde  deyel"  &  for  sorowe  this  Socrates  wente  to  a  forest  there 
besyde,  &  wepte  bytterly.  The  whyle  he  Avepte  thus  &  mourned, 
there  came  an  aged  man  berynge  a  staffe  in  his  honde,  &  asked  the 
cause  of  Socrates,  why  he  mourned  1  Socrates  answ^ered,  and  sayd, 
"  I  wedded  themperours  doughter  vpon  this  condycyon,  y*  yf  she 
dej^ed  in  my  felawshyp,  I  sholde  lese  my  lyfe  /  and  now  she  is 
sekened  vnto  the  deth,  &  I  can  fynde  no  remedy  of  helpe,  &  ther- 
fore  I  mourns  more  than  ony  creature  can  thynke."  Than  sayd  the 
olde  man,  "  Be  ye  coiiforted,  for  I  shall  be  your  helper,  yf  ye  Avyl 
do  after  my  counceyll.  In  this  forest  be  thre  herbes ;  yf  ye  make  a 
drynke  of  the  fyxst  to  your  wyfe,  &  of  y^  other  .ij.  a  playster,  and  yf 
she  vse  this  medycyne  drynke  and  plaster,  in  due  tyme  without 
doubte  she  shall  recouer  to  perfyte  helth."  Socrates  fulfylled  all  as 
the  olde  man  had  taught  hym.  And  whan  his  wyfe  had  vsed  a 
whyle  that  medycynall  drynke  &  plaster,  within  shorte  tyme  she 
was  perfytly  hole  of  all  her  sekenes.  And  wlia?i  themperour  herde 
y*  Socrates  wrought  so  wysely  /  &  how  dylygently  he  laboured 
for  to  hele  his  wyf,  he  promoted  hym  vnto  grete  dygnyte  and  Avor- 
shyppe. 

^  Dere  frendes,  this  Emperour  is  our  lorde  Ihesu  cryste ;  his 
doughter  so'  fayre  and  so  gentylle  is  the  soule,  made  at  the  symyly- 
tude  of  God,  whiche  is  full  gracyous  and  gloryous  in  the  syght  of 
hym  and  of  his  aungels,  whyle  that  she  is  not  defouled,  &  abydeth 
in  her  owne  propre  clennesse.  This  soule  god  wolde  not  gyuc  it 
vnto  a  ryche  man,  but  to  a  poore  ma?i  that  is  to  saye,  a  man  that  is 
made  of  the  slyme  of  y"  erthe  /  ^  This  Socrates  is  a  poore  man  /  for 
why,  euery  man  cometh  poore  and  naked  in  to  this  worlde  frome  his 
moders  bely  /  &  euery  man  taketh  his  soide  in  wedlocke  vpon  suclie 
condycyon,  that  yf  she  dye  in  his  felaushyp  by  deedly  syinie  /  W 

'  Sigu.  A.  vij. 
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out  doubte  lie  shall  lese  eternall  lyfe.  Therfore  o  !  thou  man,  yf  thy 
wyfe  seken  so  thrugh  a  deedly  synne  /  do  than  as  Socrates  dyd ; 
goo  vnto  the  forest,  that  is,  holy  chirche,  and  thou  shalt  fynde  there 
an  olde  man  with  a  staffe  /  that  is,  a  dyscrete  confessoure,  whiche 
shall  telle  the  of  these  thre  herbes  /  for  he  hath  power  to  bynde 
and  to  vnbynde.  The  fyrst  herbe  is  contrycyon,  of  whome  y'' 
sholdest  make  thy  drynke  of  teeres.  Ambrose  sayth,  that  teeres 
wassheth  synne  where  shame  is  to  kuowlege ;  &  these  two  other 
herbes  ben  confessyon  and  satysfaccyon  /  yf  these  herbes  be  vsed  in 
playster,  the  synner^  without  doubte  shall  receyue  his  helth,  and 
his  soule  shal  be  delyuered  fro  synne  /  and  by  all  ryght  he  shall 
haue  euerlastynge  lyfe.  Unto  the  whiche  brynge  vs  our  lorde 
Ihesus ! 

[V.  ] 

SOmtyme  there  reygned  in  y''  cyte  of  Rome  a  myghty  Emperoure 
and  a  wyse,  named  Frederyk,  whiche  had  onely  but  one  sone, 
whome  he  loued  moche.  This  Emperoui-e,  whan  he  lay  in  the 
poynte  of  deth,  he  called  vnto  hy?rt  his  sone,  and  sayd,  "dere^  sone, 
I  haue  a  balle  of  golde,  whiche  I  gyue  the  vpon  my  blessynge,  that 
y"  anone  after  my  deth  shall  gyue  it  to  the  moost  fole  y*  y"  mayst 
fynde.  Than  sayd  his  sone,  "  My  lorde,  without  doubte  thy  wyll 
shall  be  fulfylled."  Anone  this  yonge  lorde,  after  the  dethe  of  his 
fader,  wente  and  sought  in  many  realmes,  and  founde  many  foles. 
neuertheles^  /  by  cause  he  Avolde  satysfye  his  faders  wyll,  [he] 
laboured  ferther,  tyll  he  came  in  to  a  realme  where  the  lawe  Avas 
suche,  y*  euery  yere  a  newe  kynge  sholde  be  chosen  there  /  &  this 
kynge  hath  only  the  gydynge  of  that  realme  but  a  yere  /  &  at  the 
yeres  ende  he  shall  be  deposed,  and  put  in  exyle  in  an  ylonde, 
where  as  he  sholde  wretchedly  fynysshe  bis  lyf  /  Wha?i  themperours 
sone  came  vnto  this  realme,  the  newe  kynge  was  chosen  with  grete 
honoure  /  &  al  maner  of  mynstralsye  wente  afore  hym,  &  brought 
hym  with  grete  reuerence  and  worshyp  vnto  his  regal  sete.  And 
Avhan  the  Emperours  sone  sawe  that,  he  came  vnto  hym,  and  salued 
hym  reuerently,  and  sayd,  "  My  lorde,  lo  !  I  gyue  to  y^  this  balle  of 
golde,  on  my  faders  behalfe."  Than  sayd  he,  "I  praye  the^  tell  me 
'  synne,  ed.         °  drede,  ed.         '  rycheles,  ed. 
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the  cause  why  thou  gyuest  me  this  balle."  Than  answerd  this 
yonge  lorde,  and  sayd  thus,  "  My  fader,"  quod  he,  "  charged  me  iu 
his  deed  bedde,  vnder  payne  of  his  blessynge,  that  I  sholde  gyue 
this  balle  to  the  moost  fole  that  I  coude  fynde  /  Wherfore  I  haue 
sought  many  realmes,  and  haue  fou??de  many  foles ;  neuerthelesse  a 
more  fole  than  thou  arte  founde  I  neuer,  &  therfore  this  is  the 
reason.  It  is  not  vnknowen.  to  the,  that  thou  shalt  reygne  but  a 
yere,  &  at  the  yeres  ende  thou  shalte  be  exyled  into  suclie  a  place, 
where  as  thou  shalt  dye  a  myscheuous  deth  /  wherfore  I  holde  y*  for 
the  moost  fole  y*  euer  I  founde,  that  for  y^  lordshyp  of  a  yere  thou 
woldest  so  wylfully  lese  thy  selfe  /  &  therfore  before  all  other  I 
haue  gyuen  to  the  this  balle  of  golde."  Than  sayd  y^  'kjnge,  ""With 
out  doute  thou  sayeth  me  sothe  /  and  therfore  whan  I  am  in  full 
power  of  this  Eealme,  I  shall  sende  byfore  me  grete  tresoure  and 
rychesse,  wherwith  I  mav  lyue,  and  saue  my  selfe  frome  myscheuous 
deth,  whan  that  I  shall  be  exyled,  &  put  doune."  and  so  it^  was 
done  /  wherfore  at  the  yeres  ende  he  was  exyled,  and  lyued  there  in 
pease  vpon  suche  goodes  as  he  had  sent  before  /  and  he  deyed  after- 
warde  a  good  dethe. 

IT  Dere  frendes,  this  Emperour  is  the  fader  of  heuen,  the  whiche 
byquethed  the  balle  /  that  is  for  to  saye,  worldely  rychesse,  to  foles 
&  ydeotes,  whiche  sauereth  but  thy?ige  that  ^erthely  is.  This 
Emperours  sone  /  that  is  for  to  saye,  a  prechour  and  a  dyscrete  con- 
fessoure,  serched  about  many  realmes  and  londes,  to  shewe  to 
mysbeleuynge  men  and  fules  theyr^  peryll.  The  realme  wherin  no 
kynge  myght  regne  but  a  yere  is  this  worlde.  For  who  so  had  lyued 
an  hondred  yere,  whan  he  cometh  to  the  dethe,  hym  shall  seme  that 
he  hath  lyued  but  the  space  of  an  houre ;  therfore  do  as  the  kynge 
dyde,  whyle  y*  ye  be  in  power  of  lyfe  /  sende  before  you  your 
tresour,  y'  is  to  saye,  almes  dedes,  &  other  good  merytory  werkes  / 
&  certajoily,  whan  ye  be  put  in  exyle  out  of  this  worlde,  ye  slial 
lyue  in  pease,  &  shall  fynde  y"'  mercy  of  God  plentefull,  wherby  ye 
shall  opteyne  euerlastynge  lyfe.  Unto  y''  whiche  brynge  vs  he  / 
that  for  vs  deyed  on  the  rode  tree  !  Amen. 

'  i.s  cd.  '  Sign.  A.  viij.  '  they,  ed. 
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[  XIX.     Sign.  E.  vj,  back.  ] 

IN"  Eonie  dwelled  somtyme  a  myghty  Emperour  and  a  "wyse, 
named  Edfenne  /  the  Avlnche  ordeyned  for  lawe,  y*  "who  som- 
euer  rauysslied  a  mayde,  sliolde  be  at  her  wyll  /  whether  she 
wolde  put  hym  to  deth,  or  that  she  wolde  haue  hym  to  her 
husbande.  It  befelle  after  on  a  daye,  that  a  man  rauyshed 
vpon  a  nyght  two  maydens  /  the  first  damoysell  desyred  that  he^ 
sholde  dye,  &  the  seconde  desyred  weddynge.  The  rauyssher  was 
taken,  and  ledde  before  the  luge,^  that  sholde  satysfye  bothe  these 
damoysels  thrughe  his  wysdome  and  ryghtfulnesse.  The  fyrst 
mayde  euer  desyred  the  dethe,  accordynge  to  the  law.  And  than 
sayd  the  seconde,  "And  I  desyre^  hym  for  to  be  my  liusbande  /  for 
lyke  wyse  as  thou  haste  the  lawe  for  the  /  in  lyke  wyse  I  haue  it  for 
me.  And  neuerthelesse  my*  petycion  is  more  and  better  than  yours, 
for  it  is  more  chai^  table  /  therfore  me  thynketh  in  my  reason,  that 
the  lustyce  sholde  gyue  sentence  with  me."  Than  y"  lustyce  vnder- 
standynge  the  grete  mercy  of  the  seconde  mayden,  aue  lugement, 
that  he  sholde  wedde  her ;  and  soo  it  was  done. 

IT  Tliis  Emperour  betokeneth  our  lorde  Ihesu  cryste.  The 
rauyssher  betokeneth^  euery  synner,  whiche  rauyssheth^  goddes 
mercy  as  often  as  he  dyffoyleth  the  commaundementes  of  god  by 
synne  /  for  y®  deuyll  may  neuer  ouercome  man  but  yf  it  be  suffred 
by  wyll.  For  saynt  Austyn  sayth,  Non  est  peccatum  nisi  sit  volu?;- 
tariujn.  It  is  no  synne  but  yf  it  be  volu?itary.  The  synner  rauyssheth 
the  mercy  of  God  as  ofte  as  he  hath  very  contrycyon.  The  rauyssher 
also  is  called  afore  y'=  lustyce,  whan  the  soide  is  departede  frome  y' 
body  /  &  anoiie  the  fyrste  damoysell,  y'  is,  the  deuyll,  layde  ayenst 
the  synner,  that  ought  to  dye  euerlastyngely  by  the  lawe  of  ryght- 
wysnesse.  But  that  other  mayden,  that  is,  Cryste,  layde  for  her 
the  mercy  of  Gode  ought  to  helpe  by  contrycyon  and  confessyon, 
whiche  is  the  hyghe  waye  to  euerlastynge  lyfe.  Unto  y^  whiche 
god  brynge  bothe  ye  and  me  !     Amen. 

'  she,  eel.  '^  Inge,  ed.  ^  fles)a-ed,  ed. 

*  tSign.  E.  vij.  ^  beketoneth,  ed.  *  rauysshed,  ed. 
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[  XXVIII.     Sign.  G.  vj.  ]    ^ 

SOmtj^me  there  dwelled  in  Eome  a  myglity  Emperour  named 
Andromyke,  wliiclie  aboue  all  tliynge  loued  melody.  This 
Emperour  had  within  his  castel  a  welle  of  suche  vertue,  that  [who] 
soo  euer  were  dronken  /  and  dranke  of  that  water  of  this  welle, 
sholde  he  [injcontynent  freshe  agayn,  and  be  delyuered  frome  alle 
maner  of  dronkenesse.  There  was  also  dwellynge  in  this  Emperours 
courte  a  knyghte  named  Ydrony,  whome  the  Emperoure  loued 
moche,  but  ofte  tymes  he  was  dronken,  the  which  vyce  the  Emperour 
hated  aboue  all  thynge  /  &  whan  this  knyght  vnderstode  hym  selfe 
that  he  was  dronken,  than  wolde  he  goo  to  the  welle,  and  drynke  of 
that  water,  and  refresshe  hym  selfe  soo  well,  that  whatsoeuer  the 
Emperour  put  to  hym,  he  wolde  answere  hym  soo  reasonably  /  that 
no  synne  of  dronkenesse  myght  be  founde  in  hym  /  and  for  his 
wytty  answere  and  his  wysdome  he  was  gretly  beloued  of  the 
Emperour.  Xeuerthelesse  his  felawes  of  y**  courte  enuyed  hym 
moche,  and  ymagyned  amonge  them  selfe  how  they  myght  departe 
the  Emperour  loue  fro  hym.  It  fortuned  vpon  a  daye,  that  [as]  this 
Emperour  wente  to  the  forest,  he*  herde  the  nyghtyngale,  which  is 
a  gentyll  byrde,  synge  merely  /  wherfore  tliis  Emperour  ofte  tymes 
after  that  wolde  ryse  erly  in  y"  mornynge,  and  also  some  tyme  frome 
his  mete,  and  walke  vnto  the  wode,  for  the  swetenesse  of  her  songe  / 
wherfore  many  of  his  men  sayd  amonge  them  selfe,  "  Thus  our  lorde 
delyteth  soo  moche  in  the  nyghtyngales  songe,  that  he  recketh  lytell 
of  our  profyte,  in  so  moche  that  thrughe  two  thynges  his  loue  is 
wMrawen  from  vs.  That  is  to  saye,  by  Ydrony e  y"  knyght,  and  ])y 
the  swete  songe  of  y^  nyghtyngale."  Than  sayd  an  olde  knyght, 
the  whiche  was  amonge  theym,  "  Syrs,"  quod  he,  "  yf  ye  do  by  my 
counceyll,  I  shall  delyuer  you  of  the  knyght  Ydronye  /  and  of  the 
nyghtyngale,  without  hurte  or  dethe."  They  answered,  and  sayd, 
"  "What  thynge  that  ye  bydde  vs  do,  we  shall  fulfyll  anone  with  all 
our  herte."  "Whan  this  knyght  herde  this,  within  a  whyle  after  he 
aspyed  tliis  ydrony,  that  he  was  dronke,  wherfore  he  locked  the 
welle  faste ;  &  as  this  knyght  ydrony  came  to  refresshe  hym  selfe, 

'  as  he,  ed. 
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he^  fouiide  the  Avelle  locked.  The  Emperour  hadde  a  grete  mater 
to  trete  /  wherfore  he  sente  in  hast  for  this  knyght,  by  cause  of  his 
gre^te'  wysdome  that  was  in  hym,  to  haue  his  counceylL  And 
Avhan  he  came  before  y®  Emperour,  he  was  so  dronke,  that  he  myght 
not  ones  meue  his  tonge,  neyther  he  hadde  wytte  /  reason,  nor  A^nder- 
stondynge  to  answere  y*  Emperour  to  his  mater.  But  whan  the 
Emperour  sawe  this,  he  was  gretely  greued,  for  so  moche  y*  he  hated 
namely  y*  vyce  /  wherfore  he  co?«mau??ded  anone,  that  frome  that 
daye  /  forth  he  sholde  not  be  seen  within  his  londe,  vpon  payne  of 
deth.  This  herynge,  his  fomen  gretely  were  gladded,  and  sayd  vnto 
the  olde  knyght  in  this  maner  of  wyse,  "  iN'ow  be  we  delyuered  of 
this  knyght  ydrony.  There  is  no  more  to  do  but  that  we  myght 
fynde  y^  waye  and  remedy,  that  we  were  delyuered^  of  the  nyghtyn- 
gale,  in  the  whiche  the  Emperour  delyteth  so  moche  the  songe." 
Than  sayd  this  olde  knyght,  "Your  erys  shall  here  &  your  eyen 
shall  see,  y*  this  nyghtyngale  shall  be  destroyed  in  shorte  tyme." 
jSTot  longe  after,  this  olde  knyght  aspyed  y*  y^  nyghtyngale  vsed  to 
sytte  vpon  a  tree  euyn  aboue  this  same  wel,  where  as  her  make, 
that  was  y^  make  after  the  cours  of  nature,  came  and  gendred  Avith 
her.  JSTeuerthelesse^  [in]  the  absence  of  her  make,  she  toke  ofte 
tyme  another  make,  &  dyde  auoutry  /  and  whan  she  had  this  done, 
than  wolde  she  descende  to  the  welle  /  and  bathe  her^  selfe,  that 
Avhan  her  make  come,  he  sholde  fele  no  sauoure  /  ne  euyll  odoure  of 
that  she  hadde  done  /  whan  the  knyght  had  seen  this,  on  a  tyme  he 
locked  y^  well ;  and  whan  the  nyghtyngale  wolde  haxie  descended  to 
bathe  her  selfe  after  her  auoutry,  she  found  the  well  closed  ;  Avher- 
fore  she  fledde  vp  to  the  tree  agayne,  and  mourned  sore  in  her 
maner,  and  lefte  of  her  swete  so  age.  Then  came  her  make,  and 
sawe  that  she  had  trespassed  agaynst  her  nature  ;  he  Avente  agayne  / 
and  in  shorte  tyme  he  brought  aAen  a  grete  multytude  of  nyghtyn- 
gales,  whiche  sleAve  his  make,  and  tare  her  in  smale  gobettes  /  and 
thus  Avas  the  Avyse  knyght  put  aAvaye,  and  the  nyghtyngale  slayne  / 
and  the  Emperour  put  and  delyuered  frome  his  pleasure  and  grete 
solace  sache  as  he  Avas  wonte  to  haue. 

'  and,  ed.         ^  Sign.  G.  vij,  '  Srrrral  words  are  here  repeated  in  ed, 

*  dei\uered,  cd.         '  Xeutrtlik'sse,  ad.         ^  his,  cd. 
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IT  This  Emperoure  betokeneth  our  lorde  Ihesu  criste,  the  whiche 
loueth  gretely  the  songe  of  perfyte  deuocyon.  For  whan  we  praye, 
we  speke  with  god,  and  whan  we  rede,  god  speketh  with  vs.  The 
welle,  that  was  in  the  palays,  betokeneth  confessyon  that  is  in  the 
chirche.  Therfore  yf  ony  man  be  dronken  with  synne  /  lete  hym 
drynke  on  the  welle  of  confessyon  /  and  with  out  doubte  he  shall  be 
safe.  This  ydrony  betokeneth  euery  man,  that  wylfully  torneth 
agayne  vnto  synne  after  his  confessyon  /  lyke  as  a  dogge  whiche 
maketh  a  voment,  and  casteth  oute  the  mete  that  he  hathe  eten 
before  /  and  after,  whan  he  is  hungry,  cometh  &  eteth  it  agayne. 
Neuerthelesse  yf  a  man  that  hath  synned  thus  wyll  drynke  of  the 
welle  of  confessyon,  he  shal  receyue  his  goostly  strengthes.  The 
nyghtyngale,  that  satte  on  the  tree,  betokeneth  y^  soule,  that  sytteth 
on  a  tree  of  holy  doctryne.  And  her  songe  betokeneth  the  soule, 
that  sytteth  on  the  tree  in  the  deuoute  prayers  to  god.  But  this 
soule  dothe  auoutry  as  ofte  tymes  as  she  consenteth  to  synne. 
Ifeuerthelesse,  yf  she  renne  to  confessyon,  and  bathe  her  with  the 
water  of  contrycyon,  god  shall  loue  her.  But  her  fomen,^  whiche 
betokeneth  the  fendes  of  helle,  seynge  this,  y*  god  [is]  soo  mercyfuU  / 
they  stoppe  the  welle  of  confessyon  /  that  is  to  saye,  the  mouthes  of 
men,  that  wolde  shryue  theym  selfe  /  Avith  shame  and  with  drede 
of  theyr  penaunce,  that  they  dare  not  tell  forth  theyr  synnes  to  theyr 
confessyon.  And  thus  ben  many  exyled,  and  putte  to  dethe  euer- 
lastynge.  And  therfore  study  we  to  bathe  our  lyfe  in  the  welle  of 
confessyon,  with  y*  water  of  contrycyon  /  ^and  than  may  we  be  sure 
to  come  to  euerlastynge  lyfe.  Unto  the  which  I  praye  god  brynge 
both  you  and  me  !  Amen. 

[  XXXVII.     Sign.  L.  iij.  ] 

80mtyme  there  dwelled   in  Eome  a  myghty  emperour,  the 
whiche  was  named  Dunstane.     In  Avhose  Empyre  dwelled 
a  gentyll  knyght,  y*^  Avhiche  had  two  sones.     One  of  his 
sayd  sones  wedded  hym  selfe,  agaynst'  his  faders  wyll,  to 
a  comune  woman  of  the  bordell.     The  knyght  herynge  this 
exyled  his  sone  frome  hym.     And  whan  he  was  tlius  exyled,  he 
begate  on  this  woman  a  sone  /  and  sone  after  that,  he  wexed  seke 
'  fotemen,  ed.  '  Sign.  G.  viij.  ^  astaynst,  cd. 
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and  nedefull,  wherfore  lie  sente  messengers  to  liis  fader,  "besecliynge 
hym  of  his  mercy.  This  herynge,  his  fader  had  compassyon  and 
ruthe  of  hym,  wherfore  he  was  reconsyled.  And  whan  he  was  thus 
brought  agayne  to  his  faders  grace  /  he  gaue  his  sone,  whiche  he  had 
hegoten  afore  of  this  nedeful  woman,  to  his  fader.  And  he  kyndely 
receyued  it  as  his  sone,  and  norysshed  tt.  whan  his  other  sone 
herde  this,  he  sayd  to  his^  fader,  "Fader,"  quod  he,  "it  semeth  y* 
thou  arte  out  of  thy  ryght  mynde,  the  whiche  I  preue  by  this  reason. 
For  he  is  out  of  his  mynde,  that  receyueth  a  false  heyre  /  & 
nouryssheth  hym  /  whose  fader  hath  done  hym  anguysshe  &  dysease 
afore.  But  my  brother,  whiche  begate  this  chylde,  hath  done  the 
grete  Iniurye,  whan  that  he  wedded  y*"  comune  woman  agaynst  thy 
wyll  and  commaundement.  Therfore  me  semeth,  that  thou  arte 
oute  of  thy  ryght  mynde."  Thenne  answered  y"  fader,  and  sayd, 
"  By  cause  that  thy  brother  is  reconsyled,  thou  arte  enuyous  to  me, 
and  also  vnkynde  to  thyn  owne  brother  /  wyllynge  for  to  put  hym 
from  my  felawshyp  for  euermore  /  &  sothely  none  vnkjaide  man 
shall  haue  myn  herytage,  but  yf  that  he  be  reconsyled.  But  yet  y"^ 
were  neuer  reconsyled  of  his  vnkyndenesse,  for  thou  myght  haue 
reconsyled  hym,  but  thou  woldest  not  /  therfore  of  myn  herytage 
getest  thou  no  parte. 

IF  The  fader  of  the  two  bretherne  betokeneth  the  fader  of  heuen. 
And  this  two  sones  betokeneth  y''  nature  of  aungelles,  and  nature  of 
man.  For  man  was  wedded  vnto  a  comune  woman  of  the  bordelle, 
whan  he  ete  of  the  apple  agaynst  the  commaundement  of  god,  wher- 
fore he  was  exyled  by  y^  fader  of  heuen,  and  putte  fro  the  loyes  of 
paradyce.  The  sone  of  the  comune  woman  betokeneth  mankynde. 
This  knyghtes  sone,  that  is  to  saye,  Adam,  began  to  be  nedefull  /  for 
after  his  synne  he  was  putte  from  ioye  in  to  this  wretched  valey  of 
teares  and  wepynge,  accordynge  to  this  scrypture.  In  sudore  vultus, 
&c.  In  the  SAvete  of  thy  vysage  thou  shalte  ete  thy  brede.  But 
after,  by  the  passyon  of  Cryste  he  was  reconsyled.  But  the  other 
sone,  whiche  betokeneth  the  deuyll,  was  euer  vnkynde,  &  grutcheth 
dayly  agaynst  oure  reconsylynge,  sayenge,  that  by  synne  we  oughte 
not  to  come  ^vnto  the  herytage  of  heuen.  Unto  the  whiche  brynge 
vs  our  lorde  Ihesxis  !  Amen. 

'   is,  ed.  "  Sign.  L.  iv. 
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p.  1,  i.  4.  "that  she  orcleyned  for  hire  husbonde,"  &c.  Printed  Lat. 
Edd.  cap.  102,  has  instead — nee  de  adidterio  desistere  volehat.  Miles 
vero  cum  hoc  vidisset,  contristaius  est  vulde  in  animo  suo  et  cogitahat 
terram  sanctam  visitare. 

p.  1,  1.  5.  "Happynge."  It  would  be  better  to  read  "It  happide." 
In  the  original  Anglo-Latin  text  from  which  these  stories  are  trans- 
lated, it  is  Accidit.  Harl.  MS.  2270,  cap.  7,  to  which  MS.  I  shall 
always  refer  except  where  otherwise  specified. 

p.  2,  1.  2.  "  of  erthe."  In  the  A. -Lat.  de  cera,  and  so  also  in 
the  printed  Latin  text,  cap.  102.  Compare  Chaucer,  Hous  of  Fame, 
III.  175.  "  Clerkes  eke  whiche  konne  wel 

Alle  this  magikes  naturel 
That  craftely  doon  her  ententes, 
To  maken,  in  certeyn  ascendentes, 
Ymages,  lo,  thrugh  which  magike, 
To  make  a  man  ben  hool  or  syke." 

p.  2,  1.  4.   "  Hielie."     A.-Lat.  intlme. 

p.  2,  1.  8.  "  be  ded."  Lat.  texts — tu  es  filius  mortis,  an  Eastern 
expression  which  occurs  again  p.  73,  1.  33  ;  p.  265,  1.  5,  and  p.  312, 
I.  31. 

p.  2,  1.  9.   "  purveithe."     Better  "  purveide."     A.-Lat.  providit. 

p.  3,  1.  12.   "  cryed."     A.-Lat.  clamat. 

p.  3,  1.  27.  "  And  \e  kny3t  went  horn,"  &c.  Printed  Lat.  Edd. 
add — "  cum  vero  domi  venisset,  uxor  ejus  obviam  ei  venit,  et  cum  gaudio 
eum  recepit.      Miles  vero  pier  plures  dies  dissimilabat,  tandem"  &c. 

p.  3,   1.  28.    "the  nieyre  of  the  towne."      Pr.  Lat.  pro  parentibus 

uxoris  misit  et  ait  eis judex  est  vocatus  et  sententiam 

dedit,  ut  ipsa  igni  combureretur ;  et  sic  /actum  est,  et  pulvis  post  pier 
aerem  dispergilur. 

p.  3,  1.  31.   "herte."     A.-Lat.  corpus. 

p.  4,  1.  IG.  "This  nigromancer  [that]  is  the  Deville,  beginnithe:" 
the  text  has  been  corrected  from  the  A.-Lat.  which  reads — Nigro- 
manticus,  scil.  Diaholus. 

p.  4,  1.  20.  "  putte  downe  thyn  lied."  A  mistake  of  the  translator, 
or  more   probably  of   the   transcriber.     In  the   A. -Latin   text  it  is 
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oportet  te  cleponere  vestimenta  tua.  The  mora]  in  the  printed  Lat. 
Editions  is  entirely  different. 

p.  5,  1.  2.  "  the  Apostille."  So  also  in  the  A. -Latin  text,  but  the 
passage  quoted  occurs  in  Job  vii.  15. 

On  this  story  see  Warton,  Hist.  Eng.  Poetry,  Ed.  Hazlitt,  I.  260. 

II.  p.  6,  1.  13.  "  hous."  A.-Lat.  cap.  8,  imperio,  and  printed  Lat.  Edd. 
regno. 

p.  6,  1.  23.  The  text  has  been  corrected  from  the  A.-Lat.  which 
reads  coram  omnibus  projecit.  Tlie  No.  XCIX.  tale  as  given  in  the 
printed  Lat.  Edd.  differs  considerably  in  the  details  from  the  Eng. 
version. 

III,  p.  7,  1.  23.  "  he  toke  a  shovill,"  &c.  Printed  Lat.  "E^M.—vldcna 
solem  super  imaginem  per  soils  umbram  digitum  discernebat,  per  quern 
dicebat :  Pereute  hie  f  Statim  ligonem  accepit  et  vix  per  distanciain 
trium  pedum  fodiebat  et  quosdam  gradus  descendentes  inveniebat. 
Clericiis  non  modicum  gaudens  desuper  gradatim  descendit,  &c. 

p.  7,  1.  27.  "  he  sawe  a  horde,  i-sprad  with  riche  metys."  Printed 
Lat.  texts — vldens  regemet  reginam  et  midtos  nobiles  in  rnensa  sedentes, 
respexit  et  circumquaque  totam  aulam  ^Aenam  hominibus  et  omnes  erant 
vestimentis  preciosis  induti,  et  nullus  ex  omnibus  unicum  verbum  ei 
luquebatur. 

p.  7,  1.  29.  "  the  whiche  ^af  light,"  &c.  The  carbuncle  was  be- 
lieved to  have  light-giving  powers  ;  a  belief  to  which  Alexander 
Neckham,  in  his  work  De  Naturis  Rerum  (Rolls  Series,  Ed.  Wright, 
p.  469),  refers  as  follows  : — 

"Illustrat  tenebras  radians  carbunculus,  auri 
Fulgorem  vincit  ignea  flamma  micans." 

See  also  the  Alliterative  romance  of  the  Sege  of  Jerusalem,  MS. 
Cott.  Calig.,  A.  2,  leaf  122,  back  ;  and  the  Romaunt  of  the  Rose. 

"A  fyn  charboncle  sette  saugh  I, 
The  stone  so  clere  was  and  so  bright, 
That,  also  soone  as  it  was  nyght, 
Men  myghte  seen  to  go  for  nede 
A  myle  or  two,  in  lengthe  and  brede." 

p.  7,  1.  30.  "  ajenst  hit  stode  a  man  withe  a  bowe  in  bond,  redy 
for  to  schete."  Printed  Lat.  Edd. — Iwminem  stantem  habentemque 
in  manu  sua  arcum  paratum  cum  sagitta  ad  percuciendum,  et  in  fronte 
ejus  erat  scriptum  :  Ego  sum  qui  sum,  nullus  arcum  meum  vitare  potest, 
et  prcEcipue  carbunculus  ille,  qui  relucet  tam  splendide.  Clericus  cum 
hoc  vidisset,  admirabatur,  cameram  intravit,  mulieres  pulcherrimas  in 
purpura  et  ijallio  op)erantes  invenit,  et  nullum  verbum  ei  dixerunf. 
Delude  stabidum  ecquorum  intravit  et  optlmos  equos  et  aslnos  et  sic  de 
ceteris  invenit,  eos  teiigit  et  ad  tactum  suum  lapides  apparuerunt. 

p.  8,  1.  3.  "  Cowpe."  This  should  be  "  knyfe,"  as  appears  by  the 
Morality,  and  by  the  corresponding  passage  in  W.  de  Worde's 
Edition,  No.  VL  The  original  text  has  cultellum,  but  the  printed 
Lat.  Edd.  read  ciphum  cum  cultello  de  mensa  levavit. 
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p.  8,  1.  13.  "Tlie  Gierke  ....  bitokenyth,"  &c.  Piiuted  Lat. 
Edd. — Clcricus  qui  vcnerat  postqiiaiii  alii  recesserunt,  est  homo  cupidus 
sive  avarus,  qui  sicut  bonus  clericus  die  ac  node  studet  ut  scienciam  sihi 
ipsi  impnmat  et  alios  doceat,  nee  saciari  poterit,  quia  nova  semper 
inveniet :  eodem  modo  homo  cupidus  die  ac  node  studet  in  terra  in  marl, 
quomodo  poterit  bona  mundana  acquirere,  nee  oculi  ejus  saciantur :  ct 
ideo  contra  tales  elicit  Seneca :  '  Cum  omnia  peccata  senescunt,  sola 
cnpiditas  juvenescit.'  Illi  qui  venerunt  ad  imaginem,  sunt  boni 
clirisiiani  et  ^^reci^Jiie  religiosi  qui  mundum  respiciunt,  quantum  ad 
victum  et  vestitum,  et  sic  recedunt,  nee  superscriptionem  diaboli  curant ; 
tales  pericula  evadent.  Clericus  vero  per  umbram  digiti  in  terrarti 
percussit ;  sic  avarus  per  umbram,  scilicet  mundi  vanitatem,  que  est 
quasi  umbra  transiens,  accipit  ligonem  i.  e.  corpus  condensum  et  assensum 
ac  intelledum,  per  que  divicias  mundi  incipit  fodere  ;  cum  vero  gradus 
invenit  descendit ;  primus  gradus,  est  superbia,  secundus  concupiscencia 
oculorum,  tercius  concupiscencia  carnis. 

p.  8,  1.  21.  "liking  the  wordly  tliingis."  Read  "liking  [in]  the 
wordly  thiiigis."      A.-Lat.  cap.  9,  in  mundanis  deledetur. 

p.  8,  1.  27.  "  tlienne  lieth  the  yowth  in  derkenesse,"  &c.  Printed 
Lat.  Edd. — jacet  corpus  ibi  mortuum  et  miserabiliter,  quod  infra 
triduum  incipit  fetere :  tunc  diabolus  animam  rapit,  amici  et  consan- 
guinei  bona  sua,  que  cum  maledictione  dei  acquisivif,  obtinebunf,  terra 
ac  vermes  corpus  occupabunt,  et  sic  nichil  peccatori  reliquitur,  nisi  pena 
eterna.      Sludeamus  ergo,  &c. 

p.  8,  I.  30.  "Ii3t."  A.-Lat.  vitam,  and  "  lyfe,"  W.  de  Worde. 
This  story,  with  variations,  may  be  found  in  Will,  of  Malmesbury, 
De  Gest.  Reg.  Angl.  1.  II.  c.  10,  p.  36,  Ed.  1596,  and  is  related  of 
Pope  Gerbert  (Sylvester  II.),  who  died  a.d.  1003.  It  is  thence 
inserted  by  Vincent  of  Beauvais  in  his  Spec.  Hist.  1.  sxiv.  c.  99,  and 
by  Pierre  Bercheur  in  the  Rppert.  Moral.  1.  xiv.  c,  72,  No.  981,  Ed. 
1631.  See  also  Warton,  I.  266.  Compare  also  an  abbreviated  and 
slightly  varied  version  in  No.  265,  in  the  Appendix  to  this  volume 
from  MS.  No.  LIII.  in  Oesterley's  list. 
IV.  In  the  printed  Lat.  Edd.  cap.  134,  Seneca  is  quoted  as  the  authority 
for  this  story  :  Seneca  narrat  quod  lex  cdiquando  erat,  &c. 

p.  10,  1.  5.  "of  too  evelis  ])e  lasse,"  &c.  Printed  Lat.  Edd. — de 
duobus  malis  majus  malum  est  vitandum. 

p.  10,  1.  15.  "Then  spake  Jje  iuge"  to  "a  goode  dede  Jtat  was 
like  to  an  ivill."  None  of  this  passage  is  in  the  printed  Lat. 
Editions. 

p.  10,  1.  16.  "I  sette  cas."  The  same  expression  occurs  in 
Lydgate's  Translation  of  W.  de  Deguileville's  Pilgrimage  of  the  Life 
of  Man,  MS.  Cotton.  Vitell,  C.  xiii.  leaf  144. 

"  I  putte  caas  that  he  ha  space 
Fforth  to  precede  day  by  day." 

p.  11,1.  1.   "  Thenne  the  juge myjt  3eve  no  dome  a3enst 

•    him."   Lat. — Judex  vero  ad  peliciunem  emulorum  contra  eum  sententiam 
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dedit,  tit  occiderehtr,  et  sic  factum  est,  de  cujus  morte  f actus  est  planctus 
inagnus  in  civitate. 

p.  11,1.  23.  "accusid  him  to  Pilat,"  &c.  Printed  Lat.  Edd.— 
apud  Pilatum  accusahant  dicentes  :  ne  forte  verdant  Romani  et  tollant 
nostrum  locum,  &c.  Miles  dicehat :  melius  est  ut  una  domus  desiruutur, 
quam  tota  civitas.  E  contra  Caiphas  dicehat :  Expcdit  ut  unus  moriatur 
et  nan  tota  gens.  Ideo  Pilatus  eum  morti  tradidit,  de  cujus  morte  petre 
scisse  sunt  et  tenehre  facte  sunt  super  universam  terrain,  sed  facta  victoria 
itei^ato  in  sepidchro  arma  reposidt  i.  e.  corpus  suum  gloriosum  in  terra 
quievit. 

p.  12,  1.  5.  "  a  faire  wife."  Printed  Lat.  Edd.  add — quain  muUum 
dilexit,  ille  vero  ad  j^^i'^ffrinanduin  in  p)artihus  longuiquis  perrexit,  uxor 
vera,  &c. 

p.  12,  1.  9.  "  vij.  ^ere."  Lat.  Edd.  add — et  ab  omnibus  est 
dilectus,  qui  eum  vidernnt. 

p.  12,  1.  14.  "  in  here  clerenesse."  An  example  of  the  use  o{  sonne 
as  a  feminine  noun.  "  We  are  now  accustomed  to  think  of  tlie  sun 
as  masculine,  and  the  moon  as  feminine,  solely  from  such  being  the 
case  in  the  classical  languages.  But  the  Mieso-Gothic  sunno  is 
feminine,  though  there  is  a  second  form  sunna,  which  is  masculine. 
The  A. -Saxon  sunne,  0.  Saxon  svnna,  Friesic  sunne,  Icel.  sunna, 
O.  High  Ger.  sunna,  Ger.  sonne,  and  Dutcli  30??,  are  all  feminine, 
wliile  Mseso-Gothic  mena,  A. -Saxon  and  Friesic  mona,  0.  Saxou 
mono,  0.  High  Ger.  mano,  Ger.  mond,  Icel,  mani,  and  Swedish  mone, 
are  all  masculine.  See  Mat^ner'sGrammatik,  L  248."  From  Professor 
Skeat's  note  on  P.  Plowman,  C,  Text  xxi.  25G, 

"Loo,  Low  ]pe  sonne  gan  louke  hure  light  in  Imere  selue." 

Compare  Milton,  Par.  Lost,  VIL  248,  and 

"  the  Sonne  gaf  hire  litht." — La^amon,  Ed.  Madden,  1.  7239. 

V.  p.  13,1.  9.  "the  Empcrours  steward  stod  oner  hire  hedys  and  hurd." 
Lat. — Adinvicem  imperator  cum  miUtibus  ad  hostium  carceris  siabat. 
Ait  unus  miles  regi:  Domine,  non  auditis  istam  lamentacionem  in 
carcere  inter  matrem  et  filiumf  At  ille:  Eciam,  optime  audio  et  eis 
compacior.  Milites  dixerunt :  Domine,  rogamus,  ut  fat  eis  gracia  et 
miser icordia.      Qidbus  dixit  rex:  Ad preces  vestras  concedo. 

p.  14,  1.  8.  "  ))e  riche  and  J?e  my^ty  man,"  &c.  Printed  Lat.  P]dd. 
read,  mundi  p)otentes  et  divites,  qui  dicunt :  si  deus  daret  eis  munduni 
et  pro  voluntate  carnis  delicias,  lumen  cell  numquam  desiderarent :  de 
talibus  valde  dolendum  est,  which  agrees  with  the  version  in  Addit. 
MS.  9066. 

p.  14,  1.  14.  "  This  Stiward  .  .  .  .  ys  our  Lord."  Printed  Lat. 
Edd. — Miles  ....  x^otest  did  bonus  prelatus. 

p.  15,  1.  2.  "li^t."  A.-Lat.  and  printed  Lat.  Edd.  vitam ;  "  lyfe." 
W.  de  Worde.      Compare  p.  8,  1.  30. 

VI.  p.  15,  1.  9,   "  many  faire  jiftes."      Lat.  divicias  infinitas. 

p.  15,  1.  10.  "  fer  lay  by  the  wey,"  &c.      Printed  Lat.  Edd. — erant 
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fmic  duo  homlnrs  in  una  civitate  manentes,  unus  fuit  fords  et  rohustus, 
sed  tamen  cecus,  alter  claudus  et  dehilis,  sed  optirae  videbaf. 

p.  16,  1.  8,  "as  |)ou  seist,"  &c.  Printed  Lat.  Edd.  add—et  sic 
factum  est,  claudus  viam  ei  ostendit  et  ipse  mm  portavit,  et  sic  ambo  ad 
convivium  venerunt  et  divicias  inter  alios  receperunt. 

p.  16,  I.  17.  "  By  fe  blynde  man,"  &c.  Printed  Lat.  Edd.  add— 
Cecus  iste  est  quilibet  dives  ac  potens  hujus  secidi,  qid  fortis  est  et 
potens  in  corpore,  i.  e.  diviciis  et  mundi  potencia,  unde  ceci  sunt  quantum 
ad  vitam  eternam,  if/norant  ea  que  sunt  snlutis,  sicut  talpa  bene  videt 
sub  terra  et  itabet  multa  diverticula,  sed  supra  cecus  efficitur  nee  scit 
seipsum  juvare  ;  sic  et  divitcs  satis  dare  vident  in  temporalibus  et  ceci 
sunt  in  spirituaUbus.  Claudus  vcro  est  bonus  religiosus,  qid  claudicat 
in  ufroque  prde,  scilicet  nicliil  in  communi  aut propria  possidet,  iameu 
videt  satis  dare  viam  versus  convivium  eternum. 

p.  17,  ].  6.  Printed  Lat.  Edd.  add — Precones,  qui  illud  convivium 
clamabant,  sunt  sacre  pugine  doctores,  scilicet  predicatores  et  confessores, 
qid  hahent  nos  instruere  publice  et  private  quomodo  ad  eternum  convivium 
poterimus  pervenire. 

This  story  is  in   Bromyard's  Summa  Predicantium,  fol.  1485,  voce 
Comp>assio,  C.  xii.  9.      Swan  says  "  this  fable  lias  crept  in  our  story- 
books."    Gesta  Rom.  I.  376. 
VII.  p.  17,  1.  IG.    "Adrian."     Printed  Lat.  Edd.  Theodosius. 

p.  17,  1.  18.   "  in  the  middes  of  fie  cite."      Lat.  Edd.  in  palacio. 

p.   17,  1.   20;    "  ]?e    iuge."      Printed    Lat.  Edd.   add— ad  hoc  con- 
stitutus. 

p.  17,1.  2.3.  "his  nest,"  and  1.  26,  "while  she  was  absent." 
There  is  here  a  curious  confusion  of  the  genders;  see  a  similar 
instance  in  N".  LIX,  p.  24.3,  11.  1,  17,  27. 

p.  17,  1.  24.  "  in  a  hoote  day,"  &c.  Printed  Lat.  Edd.,  cum  pulll 
amhulare  poterant,  penexit  quodam  die  ad  spaciandum  cum  pulUs  extra 
civitatem. 

p.  17,  I.  31.  "rang  the  belle."  Printed  Lat.  Edd.  add— rtc  si 
diceret:  Descende,  judex,  etfac  mihijnsticiam  quia  injuste  bufo  nidum 
vieum  occupat. 

p.  17,  last  line.  "  And  whanne  the  iuge  was  come  downe,  as  lawe, 
was."  Printed  Lat.  Edd. — ludex  cum  campanani  audisset,  dcscendit, 
et  neminem  videns,  iterato  ascendit ;  hoc  vidcns  serpens  iterum  puhavit. 

p.  18,  1.  10.  "fie  forseide  serpent  enterid."  Pr.  Lat. — serpens 
h'travit  ....  portans  in  ore  sua  lapidem  preciosum. 

p.  18,  1.  17.  Printed  Lat. — von  modicum  gaudens,  serpentem  reqturi 
fecit  sed  nan  est  inventus  ;  lapidem  secum  custodivit  et  vitam  in  pace 
Jinivit. 

p.  18,  1.  20.  "Maybe  y-callid  Einperour."  An  evident  error:  in 
the  A.-Lat.,  cap.  13,  it  is  quilibet  homo  bonus,  and  in  the  printed 
Lat.  Edd.,  cap.  105,  quilibet  homo  mundanus. 

p.  18,  1.  25.  Tliese  words,  although  frequently  quoted  in  the  Gesta 
as   proceeding  from   the   Apostle,  do    not   form    part   of  the  text   of 
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Scripture,  but  are  taken  from  tlie  Gloss,  on  Romans  xiv,  23.      Tliey 
occur  also  in  P.  Plowman,  A.  X.  92. 

p.  19,  1.  5.  "  GospeH."  This  quotation  is  really  from  Revelations 
iii.  20. 

See  Warton's  remarks  on  tliis  story,  I.  266. 
VIII.  p.  19,  1.  17.  "  Folliculus."     In  tlie  printed  Lat.  Edd.  he  is  called 
Maximianus. 

p.  19,  ].  19.   "  in  the  eest."      Lat.  texts — in  summitate  montis. 

p.  19,1.  21.  "  iij  armyd  knyjtys."  Printed  Lat.  Edd.  add — cum 
inagno  exercitu. 

p.  19,  1.  26.   "in  the  northe."     Lat.  texts — in  valle  sub  monie  illo. 

p.  19,  1.  30.  "  Alle  mane  iewellis  " ;  read  "  alle  maner  of  ivellis,"  a 
reading  which  is  confirmed  by  the  A.-Lat.  text,  cap.  14,  which  has — 
in  qua  penam  perpetuam  et  omnia  mala  ordinahat.  W.  de  Worde, 
No.  X.,  has  it — "  all  maner  of  payne,  tormentynge,  sorowe,  and 
myschefe." 

p.  20,  1.  10.  "  goo  to  fiis  cite."  The  printed  Lat.  Edd.  read — 
pergamus  per  inumlum  sicut  ceteri  milites  ;  probably  a  sarcastic 
allusion  to  the  knights  of  fortune,  whom  Cervantes  has  held  up  to 
ridicule  in  Don  Quixote. 

p.  20,  1.  14.  "  in  wele  ne  in  woo."  The  printed  Lat.  Edd.  con- 
tinue— et  quifquid  imus  lucratus  fuerif,  alius  d'unidietatem  liaheat. 

p.  20,  last  line.  Lat.  texts  add — Si  per  viam  strlctam  propter 
pugnam  et  latrones  times  ambulare,  est  tibi  obprobrium  pro  perpetuo, 
quia  miles  cs  tu,  et  militibus  incumbit  contra  hostes  pugnare.  Aliud 
est,  si  mecum  volueris  p)er  istam  viam  pergere,  firmiler  promitlo  ante  ie 
ad  bellum  pergere  et  quotquot  sunt  penetrare,  si  velis  mejuvare. 

p.  21,  1.  1.  "  receivid  hem  worsliipfully,"  &c.  The  printed  Lat. 
Edd.  have  here  an  additional  passage — satis  lionorifice  sunt  recepti 
ac  splendide  ministrati.  In  qualibet  refectione  miles  stultus  sapienti 
dixit :  Carissime,  nonne  tibi  prcedixi  ?  Ecce  quot  et  quanta  habemus 
solacia  in  ista  via  :  de  omnibus  liiis  in  ilia  via  defecissemus.  Ille 
respondit :  Si  finis  bonus  erit,  tot  urn  bonum  erit,  quod  non  spero.  Here 
we  have  evidently  the  origin  of  the  proverb,  "  All's  well  that  ends 
well." 

p.  21,  1.  2.  "as  for  oo  ny^t."  Lat. — -jjer  aliqua  tempora  moram 
traxerunt. 

p.  21,  1.  9.   "  a  diche  place."     Lat. — in  quandam  foveam. 

p.  22, 1.  9.  "  Pandetur  omne  malum  "  ;  read  '^ pandetur  [ab  Aquilone"] 
omne  malum."  The  quotation  is  from  Jeremiah  i.  14.  Compare 
also  chaps,  iv.  6,  and  vi.  1.  On  this  ancient  belief  that  all  evils 
come  from  the  north,  the  reader  is  referred  to  an  interesting  chapter 
in  "  Leaves  from  a  Word  Hunter's  Note  Book,"  by  Rev.  A.  S.  Palmer, 
p.  302,  where  numerous  quotations  on  the  point  are  cited  ;  and  to 
Professor  Skeat's  Note  to  Piers  Plowman,  C.  IL  111.  Compare  also 
tale  35  of  MS.  Addit.  9066,  p.  358,  1.  G. 

This  story  occurs  in  Harl.  MS.  2316,  leaf  55b,  a  curious  collection 
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of  tales  made  about  the  middle  of  the  15th  century,  and  in  Bromyard's 
Suinma  Predicantlum,  voce  Amiciiia,  A  xxi.  27. 
IX.  p.  23,  1.  12.   "  as  she  sat  in  hire  sorowe  and  weping."     Lat. — in 
via  public  a  sedehat,  ut  a  transeuntibus  elemosinam  peteret. 

p.  23,  1.  16.  "Knyjt;"  read  "  erle,"  as  in  1.  5.  A.-Lat. — comes, 
and  so  W.  de  Worde.      Printed  Lat.  Edd. — quiclam  dux  tyrannus. 

p.  24,  I.  9.  "  and  not  to  have  victory."  Lat, — si  hereditatem  tibi 
acquisiero. 

p.  24,  1.  19.  "My  blody  serke."  Printed  Lat.  Edd.  read  arma 
mea  sanguinolenta,  which  agrees  with  Addit.  MS.  9066.  This  latter 
version  of  the  tale  is  not  translated  from  the  A.-Lat.  MSS.,  but  from 
an  abridged  Lat.  text  in  Harl.  MS.  219,  leaf  33,  where  it  is  entitled, 
de  quadam  p)udla  potente  et  ditissinia,  que  regnum  possedit. 

p.  24,  1.  20.  In  W.  de  Worde's  edit,  is  added  a  paragraph,  not  in 
the  A.-Lat.  text  as  contained  in  MSS.  Harl.  2270  and  5259,  as 
follows  :  "  And  in  his  sherte  was  wryten  this  verse,  Thynhe  on  hym 
and  haue  tnynde,  that  to  the  was  soo  hynde.  Anone  whan  she  hadde 
receyued  the  sherte,  she  hanged  it,"  &c.  But  in  Harl.  MS.  5369,  the 
singular  correspondence  of  which  with  the  edition  of  W.  de  Worde 
has  been  noticed  in  the  Introduction,  at  fol,  48b,  a  second  hand  has 
noted  in  the  margin — "  In  camisia  sua,  secundum  quosdam,  erant  hee 
verba  scripta,  Thynke  on  hym  and  haue  gode  mynde,  that  tho  the 
was  so  kynde." 

p.  24,  1.  30.  "  in  batayle,"  &c.  Harl.  219  reads— ?«  bello  contra 
tirannum  letaliter  fuit  vulneratus.  Printed  Lat.  Edd.  —  in  bello 
vulnus  mortis  recepit. 

p.  25,  1.  18.  "  as  Scripture  shewith."  In  W.  de  Worde,  "  lyke  as 
the  Psalnie  saythe,"  and  juxta  Psalmum,  in  Harl.  MS.  5369.  The 
quotation  is  from  Genesis  iii.  10. 

p.  25,  1.  38.  "  mankynde."  Harl.  MS.  219  reads — naiuva  humana, 
which  accounts  for  "  hire  "  3  lines  on. 

p.  26,  1.  1.  "  a  wele  faire  knyjte,"  &c.  The  printed  Lat.  Edd. 
give  the  Moralite  rather  more  fully — Miles,  qui  juxta  earn  equitabaf, 
eratjilius  dei,  qui  in  equo  humanitatis  mundum  istum  intravit  et  huniano 
generi  compaciebatur. 

p.  26,  1.  5.  "  late  us  [honge  the]  serke."  The  text  has  been 
corrected  from  the  A.-Lat.,  which  reads — ponamus  camisiam ;  the 
printed  Lat.  Edd.  give — arma  sanguinolenta  in  camera  cordis  tui 
habeas. 

p.  26,  1.  14.  "  louyd  that ;  "  read  "  louyd  the.^'  Lat.  text  in  Harl. 
219  reads — dilexi  te. 

p.  26,  1.  29.  The  answer  is  in  verse,  and  differs  from  the  text, 
Harl.  MS.  219,  leaf  34,  which  has — mors  dilecti  mei,  quam  pro  salute 
mea  sustinuit,  semper  in  memoria  mea  versabitur.  This  tale  is  Cliapt. 
66  of  the  printed  Lat.  Edd.,  and  a  somewhat  similar  story  occurs  in 
Chapt.  25,  differing,  however,  in  the  later  part,  for  the  lady,  instead 
of  remaining  true  to  her  deliverer,  gets  rid  of  the  mementoes  (in  this 
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latter  case  a  scrip  and  a  staff)  so  soon  as  slie  hears  of  the  approacli 
of  three  fresh  lovers.  These  two  taies  have  formed  the  groundwork 
of  Mr.  D.  G.  Rossetti's  poem,  "  TJie  Scrip  and  the  Statl."— (llussetti's 
Poems,  p.  47.) 

This  Story  is  quoted  by  Felton,  Sermones  Dominicales,  MS.  Harl.  4, 
leaf  25. 
X.  p.  27.  "  Appolanius."  W.  de  Worde,  No.  12,  "  Appolloninus." 
The  MSS.  have  the  name  more  or  less  corrupted.  Harl.  5369, 
and  Addit.  9066,  read  correctly  "  Appolouius."  Printed  Lat.  Edd. 
Titus. 

p.  27,  1.  9.  "  statute."  This  word  lias  been  left  in  the  text,  to 
show  liow  ancient  is  the  vulgar  corruption  of  "  statue." 

p.  28,  1.  10.  The  passage  has  been  restored  on  the  authority  of 
MSS.  Harl.  2270,  53G9,  and  the  printed  Lat.  Edd.  which  read— si 
verum  dicat  caput  f rang atur. 

Compare  the  following  from  the  Poem  on  the  Truce  of  1444,  pr. 
in  Wright's  Political  Poems,  Rolls  Series,  II.  219,  220. 

"  Whoo  seith  trouthe,  offte  he  shalle  be  shent, 
A  good  be  stille  is  offte  weel  worth  a  groote. 


A  good  be  stille  is  weel  wourth  a  groote, 
Large  language  causit  repentaunce." 

p.  29,  1.  11.  "as  for  my  dette."  Pr.  Lat. — quos  mutuavi  in 
juventute. 

p.  30,  1.  11.  In  the  printed  Lat.  Edd.  there  is  a  remarkable 
addition  at  the  end — fyso  mortuo,  inter  alios  Imperatores  imago  ejus 
dcplngitur,  et  ultra  caput  suuni  octo  denarii. 

p.  31.  1.  4.  The  text  has  been  restored  on  the  authority  of  the 
A.-Lat.  text. 

p.  31,  1.  22.  There  is  an  error  here.  A.-Lat.  reads  —  statim 
minatur  per  inimicos  Christi.      Compare  the  version  in  Harl.  7333. 

p.  32,1.  10.  "Sliewithe  wele  in  scripture."  In  W.  de  Worde, 
"  proued  by  text  of  Ysaye,"  and  so  in  A.-Lat.  habctur  in  Ysaia. 
Printed  Lat.  Edd.  de  quo  Ysalas.      Isaiah  ix.  6. 

p.  33,  1.  11.  The  second  Morality  is  omitted  in  W.  de  Worde, 
and  is  not  found  in  the  printed  Lat.  Edd. 

p.  33,  1.  17.  "  Turnythe  and  turnith."  These  words  are  apparently 
superfluous.      A.-Lat.  has  sed  adheret  firmetur  summo  Deo. 

p.  33,  1,  18.  "  ])es."  Here  probcibly  we  should  read  "  thre,"  as  ia 
the  A.-Lat.  t)ia. 

This  story  is  referred  to  in  Bromyard's  Summa  Predicant,  v.  Veritas 
V.  I.  8,  who  quotes  Valerius  for  his  authority,  meaning  probably 
thereby  not  Valerius  Maxin\us,  but  a  book  written  by  Walter  Mapes, 
under  the  assumed  name  of  Valerius  (see  Tanner),  entitled  Valerius 
ad  Rufinum,  de  non  ducenda  uxore.  I  have,  however,  consulted  two 
copies  of  this  tract  in  the  British  Museum,  MSS.  Reg.  6,  E.  III.  and 
12  D.  III.  (the  last  of  which  is  accompanied   by  a  commentary), 
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■without  being  able  to  find  the  story.  Tiiis  tale  also  occurs  iu  the 
Cento  Novelle  Antiche,  Nov.  vi.  Ed.  Fiorenz,  1572. 

For  similar  wonders  performed  by  Virgil,  and  for  the  popular 
traditions  relative  to  his  character  as  a  magician,  see  the  foUouing 
writers:  Le  Grand  Fabliaux,  I.  129,  Ed.  8vo.  1829;  Warton,  Hist. 
Eng.  Poet.  Ed.  Hazlitt,  I.  pp.  254,  327  ;  Gcirres,  Die  teulschen 
Volkshiicher,  p.  225,  12°.  Held.  1807;  Weber's  Met.  Romances,  III. 
77,  368,  8".  1810  ;  Dunlop,  Hist,  of  Fiction,  II.  pp.  130— 140,2iid  Ed. 
1816  ;  Schmidt's  Beitrage  zur  Geschichte  der  Romantischen  Poesie, 
pp.  119—142,  Berlin,  1818;  Thorn,  Early  prose  Romances,  Vol.  II. 
1827  ;  Li  Romans  de  Berte  cms  grans  pies,  &c.  par  P.  Paris,  p.  xlvii., 
Paris,  1827  ;  and  Keller's  Ed.  of  Li  Romans  des  Sept  Sages,  Ein.  pp. 
cciii, — ccxiv.  8°.  1836. 

These  traditions,  it  may  be  added,  are  quoted  by  Bromyard, 
Summ.a  Predicant,  vv.  Avaritia  A.  xxvii.  69,  and  Conscientia  C.  vii. 
10,  and  by  the  author  of  the  popular  Sermons  compiled  in  the  reign 
of  Henry  VI.,  Harl.  MS.  5396,  part  IL,  Sermon  33. 

See  also  Wright's  Seven  Sages,  Introd.  pp.  Iviii.,  Ix. 

Part  of  the  story  occurs  in  the  Liber  Festivcdis,  leaf  xxxi.,  Ed. 
W.  de  Worde,  1496,  and  compare  tale  No.  186  in  Appendix. 

XI.  p.  34.  "Lenoppns;"  in  Harl.  MSS.  3132  and  6369  "  Leucippus  ; " 
the  printed  Lat.  Edd.  give  no  name. 

p.  34,  1.  18.   "an  C^  ;"  printed  Lat.  Edd.  add  omni  anno. 

p.  34,  1.  19.  "xiiij.  ;"  we  should  certainly  here  read  "xxiiij."  as 
in  A.-Lat.  cap,  17  ;   Addit.  9066,  and  printed  Lat.  Edd. 

p.  34,  1.  22.   "  iij.  days  or  iiij."  printed  Lat.  Edd. — per  sepitem  dies. 

p.  35,  1.  4.  "  drawe  cut."  A.-Lat.  intra  nos  sortem,  mittamus, 
printed  Lat.  Edd. — ponamus  inter  nos  sortes. 

p.  36,  1.  8.   "  drowe  cut;"   printed  Lat.  Edd.— sortem  miserunt. 

p.  35,  1.  10.  "  askid  an  C  ; "  printed  Lat.  Edd. —  beneficium  legis 
jK-tit. 

p.  36,  1.  9.   Quotation  is  from  Matt.  xix.  29. 

XII.  p.  37.  "  Polemus."  The  name  varies  considerably  in  the  different 
MSS.  W.  de  Worde,  No.  14,  has  "  Pylomius."  The  tale  is  not  in 
the  printed  Lat.  Edd.,  but  a  Latin  version  is  given  in  Oesterley's 
Appendix,  No.  193,  where  the  name  is  given  as  "  Herodes." 

p.  37,  last  line.  "  Hungery,"  Lat.  text,  Apullie. 
p.  38,  1.  21.  "y-clothid  alle  in  purpre  &  bisse."  Lat.  text,  totaliter 
purpura  el  palUo  erat  indutus.  Cf  Wiclif,  Luke  xvi.  19  :  "  Sum 
man  was  ....  clothid  in  purpur  and  bij-s  [ether  whit  silk],"  which 
in  the  A.  0.  is  rendered  "  fine  linen,"  and  in  William  of  Nassington 
(Mr  Coseus'  MS.),  leaf  112,  back,  we  read  of— 

"  \}0.  rvche  man 
]pat  in  r3'che  purpur  glede  h3'm  ofte 
And  in  bi/se  ^at  was  so  sot'te. 
Of  whas  lyuyng  godde  wasse  noglit  payde." 

According  to  Halliwell  the  term  originally  meant  "a  delicate  blue 


45-i  NOTES. 

colour,  but  was  frequently  applied  to  silk  of  a  fine  texture,"  not 
necessarily  of  a  blue  colour.  But  Licklell  and  Scott,  Lexicon,  render 
the  Greek  ftvaaoQ  by  "  a  fine  yellowish  flax,  and  the  linen  made  froro 
it."     For  examples  of  the  use  of  the  term,  see  Ilalliwell,  &c. 

p.  38,  1.  33.  "  a  water."  Lat.  text,  locum  lutosum  ac  profundum. 
Rex  usque  ad  ventrem  equi  intravit,  miles  vero  in  circuitu  equitavit,  et 
sic  ncc  seipsum  nee  equum  maculavit. 

p.  39,1.  13.  "yn  a  faire  grene  jjlace."  So  the  Anglo-Latin; 
but  in  W.  de  Worde  "  doune  in  a  vyne  gardeyne,"  in  accordance 
with  the  text  of  Harl.  5369,  in  quodam  tnnario.  The  Latin  text  has 
simply  in  campo. 

p.  39,  1.  19.  "  a  more  foole."  The  same  expression  occurs  in 
W.  de  Worde,  chapt.  v.  Compare  "  thi  moste  comforte,  and  thi  moste 
eneniye,"  p.  4G,  1.  7. 

p.  39,  1.  20.  "Preyse  at  pe  parting."  A. -Lat. — a  fine  laudatur 
opus.  That  is,  praise  not  too  soon,  or  till  the  entertainment  is  over. 
Steeveus  in  his  note  on  Shakspere,  Tempest,  Act  IIL  Sc.  3,  where  we 
read  "  praise  in  departing,"  points  out  that  this  is  a  proverbial 
phrase,  and  that  a  lost  play  of  Gosson's  was  called  "  Praise  at 
Parting."  Hazlitt  (Eng.  Proverbs  and  Prov.  phrases,  p.  318)  gives 
"  Praise  at  parting,  and  behold  well  the  end,"  and  "  Praise  day  at 
night,  and  life  at  the  end." 

In  the  Poem  of  Rauf  Coil3ear  (E.  E.  Text  Soc.  Ed.  Murray,  p.  5, 
1.  86),  when  Charlemagne  is  beginning  to  thank  the  Collier  for  his 
proffered  hospitality^  the  answer  is  "  Pryse  at  the  parting,  how  that 
thow  dois." 

p.  41,  1.  7.      Romans  viii.  18. 

p.  41,  ].  28.  "corn  of  syuewey ; "  W.  de  Worde,  "grayne  of 
mustarde."     Matt.  xvii.  20. 

XIII.  p.  42,  ].  21.   "Gerinaldus."     k.-U\{.  Gernaldum.     W.  de  Worde, 
"  Gerarde  ;  "  Harl.  ]\IS.  5369,  Geraldum. 

p.  43,  1.  15.  "  had  a  grete  cause  to  be  sped  ; "  printed  Lat.  Edd. 
dehuisset  hereditatem  suam  injuste  amittere. 

This  story  is  introduced  by  Occleve  into  his  poem  De  Begimine 
Principum,  but  he  calls  the  Emperor  Julius  Ctesar.  It  is  in  fact  the 
well-known  story  of  a  Roman  soldier,  who  had  fought  at  Actium,  and 
Augustus  Caesar. 

XIV.  p.  46,  1.  7.    "  thi  most  comfort,"  &c.  ;  printed  Lat.   Edd.   read 
Joctdatorcjn  optimum  et  inimicum  perfidissimum. 

p.  46,  1.  32.  "  seide  with  a  vois,  as  hit  had  be  an  home."  A.-Lat. 
alta  voce  clamahat. 

p.  47,  1.  28.  In  the  Romance  of  Generydes,  E.  E.  Text  Soc, 
Ed.  W.  A.  WrigJit,  1.  3367,  in  the  account  of  the  fight  between  tho 
hero  and  the  King  of  Egypt,  the  latter 

"strake  Generides 
A^p]ion  the  side,  and  2)erisshed  the  harnes 
Ynto  the  skvnue." 
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For  otlier  instances  of  the  form  perissheth,  in  the  sense  of  pierceth, 
see  Joseph  of  Arimathea,  E.  E.  Text  Soc,  Ed.  Skeat,  p.  73  ;  P.  Plow- 
man, B.  xvii.  189,  and  the  curious  Treatise  on  Gardening,  from  the 
Porkington  MS.  (Percy  Soc,  Ed.  Wright),  p.  68.  The  Catholicon 
Anglicum  gives  "to  Perche,  vhi  to  Tliirle." 

Compare  P.  Plowman  B.-Text  x.  460. 

■"  Souteres  and  shepherdes  suche  lewed  iottes 
Percen  with  d>  pater-noster  )>&  paleys  of  heuene." 

The  latter  portion  of  this  story  agrees  with  part  of  cap.  124  of  the 
printed  Lat.  Edd.  and  cap  C.  of  the  Cento  Noi-elle  Antiche,  Ed.  1572. 
Fur  references  to  some  later  imitations,  see  the  notes  of  Grimm  to 
the  Halts- Mdrchen,  III.  176,  Ed.  1819. 

Neckam,  in  his  work  Le  Nafitris  Renun  (end  of  13th  Cent.), 
reprinted  in  the  Rolls  Series,  Ed.  Wright,  p.  254,  gives  the  following 
version  of  the  story  : — 

Cap.  CLVII. 

Indicium  est  etiam  amoris  fidelis  et  argumentum  multae  sustinentise, 
quod  canis  a  domino  suo  Isesus,  virgis  ctesus,  aut  etiam  baculatus, 
immo  etiam  et  fustigatus,  redit  ad  dominum  suum,  ab  ipso  vocatus, 
nunc  sim'ilis  petenti  veniam,  nunc  blandiens  tarn  vultus  hilaritate 
quam  blandimento  caudae.  Unde  quidam  sapiens  jussus  a  domino 
suo  secum  adducere  histrionem  quem  pra3  cteteris  histrionibus  suis 
approbandum  censeret,  et  servum  majoris  sustinentife,  et  hostem  sibi 
prae  cunctis  hostibus  infestum,  et  amicum  iidelissimum,  adduxit 
filium  proprium  puerulum  et  asinum  et  uxorem  et  canem.  Requisitus 
atitem  vir  maturi  pectoris  ubi  esset  histrio  quem  adducere  debuit, 
puerulum  in  medio  statuit,  dicens,  "  NuUius  histrionis  sales,  gesti- 
culationes,  scornata,  lidorise,  adeo  placent  mihi  ut  istius  infantuli. 
Cum  affectat,^  ]«titi;B  afficior ;  cum  tympanizat,  tripudiare  mihi 
videtur  animus  mens.  Cujus  risus,  cujus  seneciffi,^  adeo  me  delectar- 
ent,  ut  istius?"  Servum  ostensurus  asinum  adducit,  qui  inter 
servientes  minus  gratiaj  consequitur,  et  plus  honoris  sustinet. 
Hostem  jus.sus  ostendere,  uxorem  propriam  producit  in  medium. 
"Ceniite,"  inquit,  "hostem  inexorabilem."  Quod  intelligens  uxor, 
in  modum  ferri  igne  accensi  excanduit,  et  similis  debacchantibus 
inter  orgia'^  Bacchi,  in  verba  contumeliosa  prorupit,  vocans  maritum 
proditorem  domini  sui  ibidem  pr£esentis  :  addidit  etiam  se  interfuisse 
quando  maritus  potionem  toxicatam  niulta  diligentia  paravit,  ut 
domino  suo  lethum  propinaret.  "  Audite,"  inquit  Sapiens,  "  o  viri 
diserti,  nonne  haec  est  hostis  mea,  quae  me  proditionis  arguere  parata 
est?"      Amicum  vero  fidelem  jussus  adducere  canem  ad  se  vocavit, 

'  Affectare,  est  affectus  animi  vultus  mutatione  declarare.  Tympanizare 
est  pectus  manibus  ludendo  ferire. 

*  Seneciae  sunt  infantilia  verba,  sententias  tarn  maturas  habentia,  ut 
senum  dicta  esse  videantur. 

^  Festa,  scilicet. 
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dans  ei  ictum.  Iiigemuit  cam's  retrocedens,  sed  dulcibus  et  blandis 
verbis  ipsuni  conipellante  domino,  esultans  reversus  est,  saltu 
frequeuti  Isetitige  interiori  attestans.  Laudatur  vir  ab  omnibus,  et 
qui  citatus  fuerat  ut  condemnaretur  interceptus,  recessit  muneribus 
ditatus. 
XV.  p.  48,  ].  4  from  bottom.  "  was  feble  and  olde."  So  Spenser  in  bis 
version  of  the  story — 

"  Tho  when  feeble  age 
Nigh  to  his  utmost  date  he  saw  proceed, 
He  cald  his  daughters,  and  with  speeches  sage 
Inquyr'd,  which  of  them  most  did  love  her  parentage." 

Faery  Queene,  II.  10,  27. 
p.  49,  1.  23.     "  Hanemos."      Holinsbed   says  the  second  dau|?bter 
was  married   to  "  Henninus,   King   of  Cambria."     Hist.  Eng.  II.  5. 
Hardyng  in  his  Chronicle,  cap.  26,  gives  the  name  as  "  Evin." 

p.  49,  I.  28.  "  Agape,  kynge  of  Fraunce,"  &c.  More  correctly  in 
Spenser,  F.  Q.  II.  10.  29. 

"  Without  dowre,  the  wise  Cordelia, 
Was  sent  to  Aganip  of  Celtica." 

Holinshed  says  :  "  One  of  the  princes  of  Gallia  (which  is  now 
called  France),  whose  name  was  Aganipjms,  hearing  of  the  beautie, 
womanhood,  and  good  condition  of  the  said  Cordeilla,  desired  to 
have  hir  in  marriage,"  &c.  "This  Aganippus  was  one  of  the  twelve 
kings  that  ruled  Gallia  in  tliose  dales." 

p.  50,  1.  1.  Tins  introduction  of  the  King  of  Egypt  into  the  story 
is  one  of  the  most  extraordinary  episodes  in  the  whole  collection. 

p.  50,  1.  3  from  bottom.   "  his  state  apayred."     So  Spenser — • 

"  Her  bountie  she  abated,  and  his  cheare  emptiyrd." 

Faery  Queene,  II,  10,  30. 

p.  50,  1.  9.  "&  fiat  will  not  be  do,"  &c.  In  the  Lat.  these  words 
form  part  of  the  daughter's  speech — Ait  ilia,  Istud  non  2>otest  fieri 
sine  ma(jnis  expensis. 

p.  51,  1.  2.  "  Yhevid',"  i.  e.  grieved  ;  but  we  should  probably  read 
*'  decevidf  ;  "   A. -Lat. — deceptus  sum. 

This  storj'  (omitting  the  Morality)  has  already  been  printed  from 
MS.  Harl.  7333,  by  Douce,  in  his  Illustrations  of  Shakspere,  II.  172. 
It  is  the  well-known  tale  of  King  Lear,  which  originally  appeared  in 
Geoffrey  of  Monmouth,  lib.  II.  cap.  2,  Ed.  Held.  1587  ;  and  thence 
was  transferred  into  numerous  translations  and  chronicles.  It  is 
inserted  by  Herolt  "ex  historiis  Britonum  "  in  the  Proniptuaiium 
Exemplorum,  lit.  M.  ex.  xxxix.  together  with  a  morality.  See 
Eobert  of  Gloucester,  Ed.  Hearne,  pp.  29 — 37;  Fabyan,  Ed.  Ellis, 
1811,  pp.  14—16;  Laycxmon's  Brut.  Ed.  Madden,  L  123~15s. 
Spenser  Fainj  Qu?em,  Bk.  II.  Canto  10,  27—32  ;  HoUinshed's 
Clironicle,  II.  5  ;   and  Harding's  Chronicle,  cap.  26,  &c. 

The  fiction  at  last  assumed  the  shape  of  a  balhid,  as  may  be  seen 
in  Percy's  Bellqucs  (I.   230,   Ed.   1775),      Tlie  A.-Lat.  text  and  the 
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translation  differ  considerably  from  the  narrative  of  Geoffrey,  but  in 
IMS.  Addit.  9066,  the  story  is  told  nearly  in  the  terms  of  the  latter, 
which  sufficiently  proves  that  the  two  Eng.  MSS.  were  not  taken 
from  the  same  text.  This  tale  is  not  in  the  printed  Lat.  Edd.,  but 
the  Latin  version  is  given  in  Oesterley'a  Appendix,  No.  273. 
XVI.  p.  53.  In  the  printed  Lat.  Edd.,  this  tale  begins  as  follows  : — ■ 
Erat  qitidam  rex,  qui  pauperem  quemdam  ad  magnas  divlcias  promovit 
eique  unum  castrum  ad  cusiodiendum  commisit :  ille  sic  suhlimatus^ 
superhus  factus  est  valde,  cum  inimicis  regis  consilium  habuit,  et  ipsorum 
jJi'odidir  factuscastrum  ipsis  aperuit. 

p.  54,  1.  11.  '"a  scochou)."  Read  "a  [siluer]  scochoii),"  with 
A. -Lat.  cap.  22,  and  Addit.  MS.  9066. 

p.  56,  1.  7.  "  the  thrid  knyght  seyng  this  ;  "  Lat. — Hec  ridcns 
Urdus  miles  forestam  nitravit  et  incepit  dulcia'verba  proferre  et  ornate 
loqui  intantum,  quod  ilium  libenter  audiebant  et  transire  permi'tebmt ; 
verumtam''n  taiitum  cum  eis  fecit,  quod  introitum  habuit  in  castrum,  et 
sic  inter  eos  conversabatur,  quod  omnes  existcntcs  in  castro  sunt  cum  eo 
confederati,  et  sic  castrum  pro  rege  acquisivit  et  suum  vexillum  in 
summitate  ordinacit. 

p.  57,  1.  9.  "and  wjt7;ynne  [stynkene]."  This  reading  is  con- 
firmed by  the  Addit.  MS.  9066,  and  A.-Lat,  text  which  reads  interius 
fetent. 

p.  57,  1.  16.  This  passage  is  quoted  from  Baruch  iii.  16,  17,  19. 
See  the  same  idea  well  expressed  in  the  old  Eng.  poem  of  the 
"  Disputation  between  the  Body  and  the  Soul,"  printed  in  Miitzner's 
A  Iten-Spracliprobcn. 

p.  58,  1.  4.    "  Omne  quod,''  &c.    See  note  on  chap.  VIL,p.  18, 1.  25. 

p.  58,  1.  18.  This  quotation,  wliich  is  retained  from  the  A.-Lat. 
text,  is  really  from  Baruch  iii.  16-19. 

p.  58,  1.  33.  A  line  seems  to  be  here  omitted,  as  will  be  seen  on 
comparison  with  Harl.  MS.  7333,  with  which  the  A.-Lat.  text 
agiee.s. 

P.  .f.8.  1.  36.      "  Ysaye."     Read  "  Baruch,"  as  above,  1.  18. 

p.  59,  1.  13.   "lac  V  ;"   read  Isaiah  lix.  14. 

p.  59,  1.  24.  "  [rather]  than."  Perhaps  we  should  better  read  "for 
ofte  thei  [hadde  Jeuer]  forswere  hem  than,"  &c.  Lat. — malunt  enim 
peijurari  quam  sex,  &c. 

p.  59,  1.  27.   "to   begynnen)";  read  "  to   be   gyuene  "  :    A.-Lat. — 
in  Judiciis  exequendis. 
XVli.  p.  60,  1.  8.     "Caclides."      In   Harl.  5259,  Aclides  ;  printed  Lat. 
Edd.  do  not  give  any  name. 

p.  60,  1.  6.    "  oon  was  old!  and  Jjat  o]5ir  was  yong,"  Pr.  Lat.  add  : 

senex   erat    dives juvenis   miles    erat  pauper    et   quondam 

vetidam  locupletem  propter  divicias  accepil. 

p.  60,  ].  13.  "  And  in  dede  he  spak  to  this  yong  woman."  Lat. — 
Et  ab  ilia  die  incepit  earn  diligere  et  clenodia  (jewels)  da7-e. 

p.  61,  1.  12,  "  when  the  yong  knyglit  herd'  telle."     Lat. — Statini 
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nunciam  ad  militem  juvenem  ea  misit,  nunciando  ei  crudel'Uatem  mariti 
eo,  quod  philomenam  interfecisset. 

p.  61,  1.  15.  "  he  annyd  l)im."  Pr.  Lat. — armavit  ss  duplici 
armatura,  referred  to  in  tlie  Moralite  as  follows  : — Moyses  vero 
armavit  se  duplici  armatura  et  leonein  occidit,  sail,  armavit  se  cere- 
moniis  et  circumcisione,  et  non  tantum  peccata  ejus,  sed  omnium  fid elium 
a  prima  parente  usque  ad  adventum  Christi  ipsum  occiderunt,  sicut  est 
scrijitum  :  Ipse  peccata  nostra  ni  corpore  sua  tulit. 

p.  63,  1.  1.  "  [Wed  his]  wyf*"  ;  text  corrected  from  A.-Lat.,  which 
reads — uxorem  ejus  disponsare. 

This  story  is  found  among  the  poems  of  Marie  de  France,  a  poetess 
of  the  13th(?)  cent.,  under  the  title  of  "Lai  dii  Latistic,"  torn,  i., 
p.  314,  ed.  of  1820.  M.  Roquefort  and  the  Abhe  de  la  Rue  refer  to 
an  English  version  of  this  lay  in  MS.  Cott.  Calig.  A.  II.,  but  they 
were  misled  by  the  title,  since  the  latter  is  a  translation  of  a  Latin 
religious  poem  printed  among  the  works  of  Bonaventura,  tom.  vi., 
p.  2,  ed.  of  1609,  and  ascribed  also  to  Hoveden.  See  Tanner,  Bihl. 
Brit.,  and  Warton,  Hist.  Eng.  Poet.,  ed.  Hazlitt,  I.  93.  The 
same  tale,  with  the  usual  variations,  is  in  Boccaccio,  Decam.  V.  4, 
and  Dunlop  states  he  was  aware  of  no  modern  imitation  except 
Le  Rossignol,  inserted  among  the  Contes  of  La  Fontaine,  Hint,  of 
Fiction,  II.  '29. 

In  the  curious  old  Eng.  poem  of  the  Rule  and  Ni-^tingale,  written 
in  the  reign  of  Edward  I.,  this  story  is  also  told,  and  an  historical 
character  given  to  it,  by  the  scene  being  laid  in  England,  and  tlie 
luiight  who  kills  the  nightingale  is  said  to  have  been  amerced  by 
"  King  Henri  "  in  the  sum  of  £100  for  his  cruelty.  MS.  Cott.  Calig. 
A.  IX.,  leaf  2.37,  back.      (Edited  by  Dr  Stratmann"',  1868.) 

XVIII.  p.  63.   This  tale  is  not  in  the  printed  Lat.  EJd.,  but  a  Latin 
version  is  given  by  Oesterley,  appendix,  No.  274. 

p.  63,  1.  27.  "  [None]  to  crye  "  ;  text  restored  in  accordance  with 
the  reading  of  the  A.-Lat.  MS.,  cap.  24,  non  est  inventus  unus. 

p.  64,  1.  8.    "  meyne."      Lat. — sequacihus. 

Johns,  in  his  Flowers  of  the  Field,  says — "  Atrojxi,  belladonna, 
(Deadly  Nightshade,  Dwale)  ....  Buchanan  relates  that  the  Scots 
mixed  the  juice  of  Belladonna  with  the  bread  and  drink  with  which 
by  their  truce  they  were  supposed  to  supply  the  Danes,  which  so 
intoxicated  them,  that  the  Scots  killed  the  greater  part  of  Sweno's 
army  while  asleep."  Compare  tale  No.  88  of  the  printed  Lat. 
editions. 

XIX.  p.   65,1.    11.    "  Temiciiis '' ;    A.-Lat.,  cap.  25,  "  Lenicius."     This 
tale  is  not  in  the  printed  Lat.  Edd. 

p.  66,  1.  12.  "to  mow  here."  We  should  certainly  here  read  "to 
nowmbere,"  in  accordance  with  the  A.-Lat.  text,  which  reads,  tihi 
diiiumerare. 

This  story  is  quoted  by  Grimm  from  the  Vienna  IMS.  Cod.  Univ. 
172,  fol.  249,  in  his  Haus-JIurchen,  iii.,  376.     The  Bavarian  tale  of 
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Das  Hirtenhiiblein  ia  composed  in  a  similar  manner,  ib.  ii,,  275,  and 
Grimm  in  liis  notes,  iii.,  245,  points  out  similar  narratives  in  the 
old  German  poem  of  Der  Pfaff  Amis  ;  in  Eidensjnegel,  cap.  21,  and 
elsewhere.  In  the  "  Demaundes  loyous,"  printed  by  W.  de  Worde 
in  loll,  and  reprinted  in  1829,  one  of  the  questions  may  be  found, 
and  to  the  same  class  of  stories  must  be  referred  the  ancient  ballad 
of  King  John  and  tlie  Abbot  of  Canterbury  ;  on  which  consult  Percy 
Folio  Manuscript,  ed.  Furnivall  and  Hales,  I.  508, 

XX.  p.    67,  1.    1    from   bottom.    "  we   shul  passe  :  "  probably  here  we 
should  read,  "  he  shal  passe." 

p.  68,  I.  11.  "for  so  a  lepre  is  made."  Printed  Lat.  Edd. — quia 
dicet  Ypocras :  Homo  timens  lepram  extimore  earn  incurrit. 

p.  68,  1.  14.  "by  the  space  of  iij  myle;"  A.-Lat.,  and  printed 
Lat.  Edd. — ad  unam  leucam. 

p.  68,  1.  23.  "  Quia  ?«e?/io,"  &c.  Compare  Dionysius  Cato, 
Distichorum  liber,  I.  5. 

"  Si  uitam  inspicias  homiuum  si  denique  mores. 
Cum  culpant  alios,  nemo  sine  crbnine  vivit." 
Compare  p.  74,  1.  31. 

p.  69,  1.  4.  The  text  has  been  restored  from  the  A.-Lat.,  which 
reads,  fecit  impleri  pnscinam. 

p.  70,  1.  6.  "  By  Sechem  ; "  the  passage  has  been  restored  from 
the  A.-Lat. — a  sicken  rapta  est. 

Mr.  Hooper  in  his  edition  of  Swan's  translation  of  the  printed  Lat. 
Gesta  (Bohn's  Library,  p.  237)  refers  to  a  similar  tale  in  the 
Hitopadesa,  entitled,  "  The  Brahman  and  the  Goat,"  in  which  three 
knaves  obtain  a  goat  from  a  Brahmin  who  was  carrying  it  on  his 
shoulder,  by  successively  asking  him  why  he  carried  a  dog  (the  dog 
being  an  unclean  animal).  See  the  Booh  of  Good  Counsels,  by  Edwin 
Arnold,  p.  130. 

XXI.  p.  70,  1.  23.   "  Antonius."     In  Harl.  5259 — "  Bononius  alter:'' 

p.  70,  1.  27.  "among  aufyns  and  pownys  "  ;  these  words  are  not 
in  the  A.-Lat.  text. 

p.  71,  1.  8.  "The  first  mann  that  goth  afore";  MS.  Harl.  2270, 
cap.  27,  reads.  Primus  est  pedinus,  qui  cum,  kc,  ex  alia  parte  capit 
alium.  Sic  pauper,  &c.,  exactly  as  in  the  Eng.  version,  but  some 
words  are  supplied  after  alium  in  Harl.  5259,  evidently  wanting  to 
complete  the  argument — et  cum  venerlt  ad  viensam  (the  board  or 
extreme  line  of  squares)  ^i/oW/s. 

p.  71,  1.  25.  "  And  is  y-take  fro  the  kyng"  ;  A.-Lat. —  et  quando 
recedit  a  rerje  capiitur. 

p.  71,  1.  29.  "so  sone  discendithe,"  &c.  There  is  evidently  some 
corruption  here,  and  no  other  copy  of  the  Eng.  version  to  compare  it 
with.  In  Harl.  2270,  the  passage  reads — sic  illi  descendant  in 
mundum,  et  ascendunt  ad  Deum,  d-c.,  sed  quando  non  curant  de  Deo, 
nee  famiUam  habent,fil  sibi  chekniate.  In  Ilarl.  5259 — sic  illi  qui 
descendunt   in   niundum   et  hubent  famiUam,  et  ascendit  ad  Dcum  per 
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orationem,  scd  quando  non  curant  de  Deo,  nee  famillam  hahent,  fit  sihi 
checmate"  wliich,  if  we  correct  ascendit  iuto  ascendunt,  will  probably 
give  tbe  true  reading. 

Tlie  Latin  version  printed  by  Oesterley  in  his  Appendix,  No.  275, 
pp.  675-6,  reads — Scd  illi  descendant  in  rnunduni  el  ascendunt,  &c. 
Sed  quando  non  curat  de  deo  nee  famillam  habet  fit  sleut  chelcmat, 
which  agrees  with  the  Eng.  version. 

For  a  copions  illustration  of  the  names  of  the  chessmen,  and  of  the 
powers  of  each  piece  in  the  13th  and  14th  cent.,  consult  Sir 
F.  Madden's  paper  in  the  Archoiologia,  xxiv.,  p.  203,  entitled, 
"  Historical  remarks  on  the  introduction  into  Europe  of  the  game  of 
Chess."  Compare  with  the  Gesta  story  the  following  Morcditas  de 
Scaccario,  from  Harl.  MS.  2253,  leaf  135b,  and  Bodl.  MS.  52,  leaf 
5'Jb,  ascribed  to  Pope  Innocent  III.,  who  died  in  1316,  which 
probably  formed  the  groundwork  of  the  story. 

Earl.  MS.  2253,  If.  135,  back. 

^  Mnndusiste  totws  quoddam  scaccarinm  est /cuiws  vnus  pnnctns/ 
albi/s  est  /  alius  vero  niger,  propter  diiplicem  statu?«  vite  &  mortis  / 
gratle  et  cuTpe  /  Familia  nuiem  hums  scaccarii  sunt  homines  IiuIms 
mundi  /  qui  de  vno  sacculo  mate?-no  extrrthnnt«r  /  &  collocantwr  in 
diuersis  locis  huiits  mundi  &  sing^de  ha&ent  diuci-sa  nomiHa  /  Frimus 
eu\m  rex  est  /  alter  regina  /  tercius  roc^is,  quartus  miles  /  quinius 
alphinzts  /  sextws  pediuiis  /  Istitis  autem  ioci  condicio  talis  est  vt 
\uus  alterunt  capiat  /  &  omni  ludum  compleuerint  i  sicut  de  vno 
saccitlo  exierunt  /  ita  itei'u»i  reponuntwr  /  nee  est  differencia  inter 
regom  &  pedite/n  pauperem  quia,  simul  in  vnum  diues  &  pauper,  & 
sepe  contigit  qwod  qwando  familia  scaccarii  reponitur  in  sacculu?«  rex 
ihferiMS  coTlocatMr  &  reponitur  /  sic  fere  qvuque  maiores  in  t?'ansitu 
hui«s  seculi  inkvius  collocantM/-,  scilicet  in  inferno  sepeliunti^r, 
paupcj-es  in  sinu/«  habrahe  deportantwr  /  In  isto  autem  ludo  rex 
vadit  vbique  &  capit  vndi^«e  directe,  in  signuHi  quod  rex  omnia  iuste 
corrigat  Sz  in  nullo,  omissa  iusticia,  obliquari  debet  /  set  qiticquid 
agit  rex  iusticia  reputatur  /  q«ia  quicquld  prmcipi  placet  legis  habet 
vigorem  /  Regina  que  dicitia-  ferte  vadit  oblique  &  capit  vndiqt^e 
inclirecte  /  quia,  cum  auarissimuwi  sit  genzts  mulieruw  /  nichil  capit 
nisi  mere  detur  ex  gratia.  /  nisi  rapina  &  iniusticia.  Rocus  est 
justiciariws  pi?rambulans  tota?w  terra?n  directe  cu»i  luna  in  signum 
qHod  omnia  iuste  corrigat  &  in  nullo,  omissa  iusticia,  mnneribifs 
coruptzts  o[b]liqM«ri  debet  /  Set  modo  est  qwod  p.?ruertit  iudiciu«i  vt 
scrtbitnr  perutrtisti  iudieiuin  in  amaritudinem  &  fructum  iusticie  in 
absinthium.  Miles  tres  pinictos  pcrtransit  /  duos  diret'tos  /  in  signnm 
quod  milites  &  tcrreni  doniui  possu?it  iuste  cupere  redditifs  sibi 
debitos  &  iustas  emendas  secM«dem  exigencia;?2  delicti  /  set  terciuwi 
punctuw  obliquant  cum  tallagia  &  exactJo?zes  iniustas  extorquent  a 
siibditis  /  Alphini  vero  sunt  episcojn  non  vt  moyses  ex  colloqwjo 
(liuino  /  set   pociits   regio   iuipecio  prcce  vcl  p7-ecio   sztblimati   &  sic 
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p7-oiiioti  Isti  alphini  oblique  cununt  &  tres  punctos  currendo  per- 
t?'anseiint  indirerte  quia  fere  oni?ies  prelati  /  odio,  aniore,  muiiere,  seu 
fauore  peruertuutur  ne  delinquentes  conigant  &  contra  vicia  latj-«nt, 
Bet  potiMS  annuo  censu  peccata  ad  firuiam  t/T/dant  /  Sic  diaboluni 
dicaiit  vnde  qui  debueruHt  esse  y'loioncm  extiipatores  /  iain  per 
cupitlitateiu  facti  sunt  vu:\ovuin  p/"onioto:es  /  &  diaboli  pcocuratores  / 
Pedini  ipaupercuU  sunt  qui  incedendo  duos  punctos  pertranseunt 
diivctos  /  qi</a  du»i  pauper  nianet  in  sua  siuiplicitate  &  paupi^j-tate 
semper  dircrte  viuit  /  set  cum  cape;-e  vult  /  obliquat,  qi;;'a  cum  cupit 
aVi'luid  teinporale  vel  honorcs  cousequi  /  semper  capiendo  cnm  falsis 
iuramentis  vel  adulationibws  seu  mendaciis  /  obliquat  /  donee  ad 
summum  gradnm  scaccarij  pej'ueniat  /  et  tunc  de  ponn  /  sit  fierce  / 
&  tunc  incontinenti  capit  cu»i  maximo  domiriio  /  &  tres  punctos 
pe?'transit  /  qm'a,  vt  dicilitr  in  Alexandre  /  Asperiws  nichil  est  humili 
cum  surget  in  altum  /  In  isto  autem  ludo  diabolus  dicit  /  escliek^  / 
iusultando  vel  perniciendo  aliquem  peccati  iaculo  /  qui  pej'cussus  nisi 
cicius  dicat  /  Ij-ueret^  /  ad  penitenciam  &  cordis  cornpuKCtionem 
t?'anseundo  /  diabolus  dicit  ei  /  cyat**  /  ajihna.ni  secum  ad  tartara 
deducendo  /  vbi  non  liberabitnr  /  nee  p;-ece  nee  precio  /  qw^'a  in 
inferno  nulla  est  redepipcio.  [Continued  in  Bodl.  MS.  52]  et  sicut 
Venator  diuersos  liabet  canes  ad  capiendum  diuersas  bestias.  Sic 
diabolus  et  mundus  liabent  diuersa  peccata  quibus  diuersos  homines 
illaqueant,  quia  oraue  quod  est  in  niundo  aut  est  concupiscentia 
carnis,  aut  concupiscentia  oculorum  aut  superbia  vite. 

Explicit  tractatus  de  scaccario. 

See  also  Neckam,  De  Naluris  Eerum,  Ed.  Wright,  p.  324. 
XXII.  p.  72,  1.  8.   ["  gretly  desired."    Lat.  texts — ioto  conamine  desidera- 
bat  'hahere.'\ 

p.  72,  1.  20.  ["  Pirius  turnede  to  ];e  walle  and  deide."  One  of  the 
many  phrases  which  are  found  in  the  Gesta  indicating  an  Eastern 
origin.      It  occurs  again  p    250,  1.  18.      Compare  p.  73,  1.  33.] 

p.  73,  1.  3.  "We  beth  witnesse  in  this  cas."  In  MS.  Harl.  5259, 
cap.  28,  occur  after  these  words  the  following  English  names,  which 
Mr  Douce  in  a  MS.  note  in  one  of  his  copies  of  the  Gesta,  No,  310, 
Bodl.  Libr.,  says  he  found  in  one  other  MS. — etnomina  tcstlum,  Thomas 
Tynker,  lamys  loguler,  et  CoUe  Can/er  ;  tres  homines  falslssimi. 

p.  73,  1.  21.  [Swan  in  his  translation  of  the  printed  Lat.  Gesta  hag 
a  curious  note  on  this  passage,  as  follows  : — '■  Whether  this  was  the 
usual  way  of  administering  an  oath,  or  whether  it  is  only  of  the 
number  of  those  wliiujsicul  and  arbitrary  circumstances  which  con- 
tinually occur  in  these  volumes,  I  am  unable  to  say."  Clearly,  the 
purpose  was  to  cause  the  man  to  appear  to  be  making  some  continued 
statement  to  the  Emperor,  so  that  his  confederates  miglit  easil}'  believe 
that  the  full  particulars  of  the  forgery  were  being  disclosed.  So  long 
therefore  as  he  said  something,  it  mattered  little  what  that  some- 
thing was.] 

'  cheke  in  Bodl.  MS.         '  dliueret  in  Bodl.  iia         '  Mayte  in  Bodl.  MS. 
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p.  73,  1.  30.     ["  sey  me  soth as  pi  f'elaw  dede."     Print : 

Lat. — ante  te  socius  tuns  crat  hie,  qui  micJti  dixit  ita  veruin  sicut  pater 
noster,     A  fine  specimen  of  equivocation.] 

p.  73,  1.  33.  ["I  am  but  ded,"  Lat. — Jilius  mortis  ero.  The  same 
Eastern  expression  is  used  in  the  first  tale  (page  2,  1.  8),  and  else- 
where.] 

p.  74,  1.  23.  ["by  toes  two  knyglites  beth  vndirstond,"  &c.  In  the 
printed  Lat.  Edd. — per  istos  duos  milites  intelliguntur  diaholus  et  jJrimus 
piarens ;  Jilius  ejus  erat  toium  genus  humanum  ah  eo  propagatum  : 
hereditas  paradisus,  quam  deus  sibi  dedit,  &c.  The  Moralite  in  the 
printed  Lat.  Edd.  is  much  more  full  than  in  the  English  Version.] 

A  portion  of  this  story  is  quoted  by  Bromyard,  Summa  Predicant. 
V.  Testimonia,  T.  ij.  4. 
XXIII.  p.  77,  1.  26.    ["harlotte."     Lat.  Edd.—jjessime  rihalde.] 

p.  78,  1.  1.  "  what  he  knokkede  ;  "  read  "  for  what  he  knokkede  ;  " 
A.-Lat.  cap.  29,  causani  jiulsacionis  querehat. 

p.  78,  1.  9.  ["  avowe  thi  pele  ;  "  A.-Lat. — de  tali  facinore  et  pre- 
sumpcione  respondehis,  with  which  agrees  the  Addit.  MS.  Sir 
F.  Madden  thought  there  was  some  corruption  in  the  text  in  this 
passage,  not  having,  as  he  says,  met  with  the  word  pele  elsewhere. 
But  the  explanation  seems  clear  :  pele  is  merely  another  form  of 
appele,  which  occurs  in  P.  Plowman,  B.  XVIL  302,  and  "  avowe  thi 
pele,"  means  "  make  thy  appeal,"  or  "  plead  thy  own  cause."  See 
Glossary.] 

p.  79,  1.  7.  [•'  anon)  a  grehound."  In  the  printed  Lat.  Edd.  this 
incident  occurs  after  lovinian  has  been  introduced  to  the  presence  of 
the  Empress,  and  while  he  is  still  in  the  Hall.  The  Lat.  continues  : 
— Item  quendam  Jalconem  habehat  in  pertica,  qui  cum  eum  vidisset 
Ugaturam  f regit  et  extra  aulam  advolavit.'\ 

p.  80,  ].  2  from  bottom:  "unsavery;"  A.-Lat.  insipida.  [The 
printed  Lat.  Edd.  read — 0  domine,  leviter  respondemus.'\ 

p.  84,  1.  13.  "  proudely  ;  "  A.-Lat.  nimis  supcrtivit ;  [printed  Lat. 
Edd.  give  the  passage  thus — aliquo  tempore  contra  deum  se  erexit.'^ 

p.  85,  1.  IL  "  and  takith  ;"   better  "and  [he]  takith." 

This  story  must  have  been  popular  in  the  14th  Cent,  since  Chaucer 
mentions  Jovinian  as  an  example  of  pride,  Sompnoure's  Tale,  7511. 
The  tale  in  the  A.-Lat.  Gesta,  which  agrees  more  closely  than  usual  with 
the  printed  Lat.  Edd.  cap.  59,  is  clearly  the  original  of  the  metrical 
Englisli  romance  of  King  Robert  of  Sicily,  analysed  by  Warton,  Ed. 
Hazlitt,  II.  174,  and  Ellis,  IIL  148,  Ed.  1811,  on  which  was  formed 
the  miracle-play  of  "  Kynge  Robart  of  Cicyle,"  acted  at  Chester  in 
1529.  Collier's  Hist.  Dram.  Poet.  I.  113,  ed.  1831.  To  the  same  class 
of  fictions  belong  the  tale  of  "  Syr  Gowghter,"  in  Utterson's  Popidar 
Poetry,  1.  161,  Ed.  1817,  and  the  French  prose  romance  of  Robert  le 
Diahle,  1496,  translated  and  printed  by  W.  de  Worde  (Dibdin,  Ames, 
II.  356),  of  whicli  a  metrical  legend  from  a  copy  temp.  Elizabeth  was 
published  in  1798  by  Herbert.     Verdier  (in  V.)  recites  a  Moralite  on 
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Jovinian,  with  19  charactei-s,  printed  at  Lyons,  from  an  ancient  copy  iu 
1  oSl,  8vo.  with  tlie  title  L'Onjueil  etpresompilon  de  VEmpereur  Jovinian. 
XXIV.  p.  88,  1.  24.    "on  in  his  oon  arnie,  and  that  other  in  his  nek;" 
A.-Lat.  cap.  30,  reads  unum  super  dorsum,  alium  in  brachiis  accepit. 

p.  89,  1.  31.  [Another  instance  of  Ost  in  the  sense  of  inn,  is  in 
Lonelich's  Hist,  of  the  Holy  Grail,  E.  E.  T.  S.,  Ed.  Furnivall,  xxxv. 
20,  where  we  read  : 

"  And  happed  they  Comen  to  an  old  vauasour 
That  kepte  an  Ost,  &  was  A  man  of  honour." 

See  also  hereafter,  p.  257,  1.  2.] 

p.  92,  1.  2.  "in  fulfilling  of  vows,  and  behotith,  &c.  that  other  is 
vncharged  ;  "  there  is  some  error  here  and  omission,  as  is  evident 
from  the  A.-Lat.  text.  In  Harl.  2270  the  passage  reads  thus — 
propter  votum  quod  fecerat,  et  essent  nisi  due  naves,  et  una  eomm  (sic) 
essel  onerata  et  alia  nan,  oportet  quod  transiret  per  navem  non  oneratam. 
In  Harl.  5259 — et  essent  enim  due  naves,  ita  quod  per  unum  (sic)  posset 
iransire,  et  iterum  revenire,  et  p)er  alium  non,  tunc  bonum  est  capere  illam 
per  quam  possit  bene  iterato  venire. 

p.  93,  1.  1.   ["  myte  of  ]>&  Fadir,  Sec."     So  Hampole  : 

"  ]>Q  myglit  of  ]>e  Fader  almyghty, 
J3e  witte  of  ]>e  Sou  alwytty, 
And  Jje  gudeues  of  J^e  Haligast." 

Pricke  of  Conscience,  1.  1. 

See  also  chapt.  xliii.  p.  172.] 

Several  of  the  incidents  in  this  story,  particularly  the  loss  of  the 
children,  agree  with  the  Eng.  romance  of  "  Syr  Isumbras."  See 
Utterson,  I.  77,  and  Ellis,  III.  158.  In  the  printed  Lat.  Edd.  cap. 
110,  the  narrative  is  told  very  differently,  and  forms  the  well-known 
legend  of  St  Eustace,  named  Placidas,  which  occurs  in  the  Golden 
Leo-end,  cccxxiiib,  and  among  the  English  Metrical  Lives  of  the 
Saints  of  the  13th  century,  MSS.  Bod.  779,  If  164b,  Cott.  Calig.,  A.  II. 
If  135b.  See  Warton,  I.  273.  In  Donee's  abstract  of  the  tale, 
Illustrations  of  Shakspere,  II.  373,  from  a  [MS.  in  his  own  library,  the 
kuiglit  is  named  Decius,  but  in  MSS.  Harl.  2270,  and  5259,  the  name 
is  omitted,  as  in  the  English  translation,  [while  in  the  printed  Lat. 
Edd.  it  is  Placidus.  Tiie  legend  was  versified  by  John  Partridge  in 
1566,  and  his  version  was  edited  for  the  Roxburghe  Club  by  Mr  H. 
H.  Gibbs  in  1873. 

In  the  Stacions  of  Rome  (from  the  Vernon  MS.)  E.  E.  Text  Soc. 
Ed.  Furnivall,  p.  21,  1.  055,  we  read  : 

"At  seint  Eustas  lihf?  a  good  kniht; 
Placidas  sum  tyrae  he  heiht. 
He  and  his  wif,  and  his  twei  sones  I-fere 
Liggen  buried  vuder  Jjc  hei^e  Autere. 
Yche  day  two  {jousend  3er, 
Pope  Siluestre  grauuted  f^er."] 

XXV.  p.  93,  1.  21.    "the  thirde  was  named  [Lemicius.     The  firste] 
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kn^'ght,"  &o.  The  text  lias  been  restored  from  the  A.-Lat.  \vln\h 
reads  —  tertius  miles  Lemicius,  qui  imjperatorem  semper  sequehatur. 
Primus  miles,  &c. 

p,  95,  1.  5.  "telle  him  of  this  dede,"  &c.  A.-Lat.  et  ei  dicam  de 
inlerfectione  unius,  et  per  ilium  unum  duos  alios  de  domo  deliberabo. 

p.  95,  1.  21.    ["  beknowe  ;  "  see  Glossary.] 

p.  96,  1.  13.  "  When  this  knyght,"  &c. '  The  MS.  may  be  corrected 
here  by  the  A.-Lat.  text,  miles  vero  cum  ignem  vidisset,  et  gelu  erat, 
ideo  ipse  frlyidus  de  equs  descendit,  et  juxta  ignem  se  calefaciehat. 

p.  96,  1.  18.  "  that  othere  tyme  caste  )?e  on)  Jje  water  in  a  sakke  ;  " 
more  correctly,  as  in  the  A.-Lat.  si'cundo  lapidem  area  collum  tuum  posui. 

p.  96,  1.  28.   "Nay,  ]jou  shalt  lye  ;"  A.-Lat.  non fiet  ita. 

The  earliest  form  in  which  this  story  appeared  is  probably  the  tale 
of  the  little  hunch-backed  tailor  in  the  Arabian  Nights.      It  occurs 
also  in  the  old  Lat.  printed  version  of  the  Seven  Wise  Masters  [see 
Mr.  Wright's  Introtl.  to  his  edition  of  the  Seven  Sages,  Percy  Soc.  pp. 
Ixii.  Ixiii.]  as  the  narrative  of  the  sixth  master,  whence  it  has  been 
transferred  into  several  modern  veisions,  and    into  the  common  Eng. 
chap-book.      In  tlie   ancient    French   metrical  version   of  the   Seven 
Sages   edited   by  Keller,  and  in  the  Eng.  poem  published  by  Weber, 
this  story  is  replaced  b}'  another.      There  are  no  less  than  four  different 
Fabliaux  founded  on  this  tale  in   Barbasan,  which  are  analysed   by 
Le  Grand.      For  the  late  Italian  imitations,  and  numerous  others,  seo 
Donee's  Illustrations,  II.  377  ;   Le  Grand,  IV.  257,  Ed.  1829  ;  Weber, 
3Ietr.   Rom.   III.   371  ;   Dunlop,  II.  204,  391  ;   III.  371  ;   and   Keller's 
Introd.  to  the  Roman  des  Sept.  Sages,  p.  ccxxiii,  who  has,  however, 
confounded  with  this  story  another  of  a  totally  different  character, 
which   occurs  in  the  printed   Lat.    Gesta,  cap.  124,  and   corresponds 
with  cap.  14  of  the  English  Gesta,  as  already  shown  on  p.  455.     [The 
story  does  not  appear  in  the  printed  Lat.  Edd.      Swan  states  that  this 
tale   "  forms  the  substance  of   a  well-constructed,   and  entertaining 
story  of  two  friars,  John  and  Richard,  who  are  said  to  have  resided 
at  Norwich,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  V.      This  is  related  in  Heywood's 
History  of  Women  (p.   253),  under  the  title  of   T/ie  /aire  ladie   of 
Norwich,  and  has  crept  into   Blomeficld's  Hist,  of  Norfolk,  Vol.  III. 
p.  647,  but  in  a  very  extraordinary  manner,  unaccompanied  witli  any 
comment,  but  with   the   addition  of   the   murderer's   name,   who   is 
unaccountably  stated  to  be  Sir  Thomas   Erpingham,   a  well-known 
character.      In  the    Bodleian    Library,  there  is  an   old  Eng.   poem 
entitled,  A  Merry  jest  of  Dane  Hew,  munck  of  Leicestre,  and  lioio  he 
was  foure  times   slain,   and    once   hanged.       Printed   at   London,   by 
J.  Aide,  in  4to.  without  date.     This  is  probably  the  same  story,  which 
has  certainly  been  borrowed  from  one  of  those  related  by  the  Norraau 
minstrels."] 
XXVI.  p.  98,  1.  27.    "  that  he  blede  strong,"  &c.     A  passage  is  here 
oniitted,  which  the  A.-Lat.  thus  supplies — ut  exiret  sanguis  in  magna 
copia  ;  ita  quod  iota  superficies  ierre  in  circuitu  cunabuU  erat  sanguine- 
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lenta.     Leporarius  cum  sensisset  se  graviter  vulneratum,  toto  conamine 
irruit  in  serpentem,  &c. 

p.  99,  1.  26.   "  al  his  lyfe  ;  "  A.-Lat.  adds — et  mortuus  est. 

p.  100,1.  19.   "the;"  A.-Lat.— toa. 

p.  100,  last  line.   The  quotatiou  is  from  Ezechiel  viii.  23. 

This  story,  like  the  last,  is  of  Oriental  origin,  and  has  had  equal 
popularity.  It  is  found  in  the  fables  of  Pilpay  (Cardonne's  trans- 
lation, Vol,  III.  p.  5.3),  and  the  various  European  versions  of  that 
work  ;  as  also  in  the  Seven  Wise  Masters,  and  its  numerous  trans- 
lations. See  Tyrwhitt,  IV.  299  ;  Weber,  III.  367  ;  Keller,  Elnleltimg, 
p.  clxxviij.  ;  [and  Wright's  Ed.  of  the  Seven  Sages,  Percy  Soc.  p.  26.] 
Later  imitations  are  pointed  out  by  Douce,  II.  381,  who  also  notices 
the  Welsh  tradition,  which,  as  in  the  instance  of  the  dog  of  Montargis 
(subsequently  to  be  noticed),  has  acquired  a  species  of  historical  reality. 
Le  Grand,  in  his  notes  on  a  similar  fable  in  French,  has  given  an 
extraordinary  narrative  of  the  same  description  from  a  Dominican 
writer  of  the  13th  century.  See  Vol.  IV.  pp.  359 — 363.  [The  stoiy 
does  not  appear  in  the  printed  Lat.  Editions.] 

XXVII.  p.  101, 1.  20.  ["  Lampadius."  Printed  Lat.  Edd.  give  the  name 
as  As)nodemus.'\ 

p.  102,  1.  13.  ["he  hadde  not  be  I-browte  here."  Printed  Lat. 
Edd. — ad  istum  imnrium  non  venisset.'^ 

p.  102,  1.  25.  ["or  I  ete."  This,  which  is  omitted  in  MS.  Hail. 
7333,  differs  from  the  printed  Lat.  text,  which  reads — liodie  cihuni 
lion  gustahis  donee  fuerls  suspensus.^ 

p.  103,  1.  11.  "that  no  Devil  con  say  ayene  hem."  The  text  has 
been  corrected  from  the  A.-Lat.  MS.  cap.  33,  which  reads — non  possent 
in  die  judicii  contra  te  objlcere.  In  Roberts'  Cambrian  Popular 
Antiquities,  p.  94,  Ed.  of  1815,  a  similar  story  is  related  of  King 
Arthur. 

XXVIII.  p.  104,  1.  23.  "  in  all  maner  of  service."  A.-Lat.  cap.  34, 
de  quinque  scio  vohis  niinistrare  optime.  In  the  printed  Lat.  Edd. 
cap.  17,  six  services  are  mentioned,  but  the  old  German  prose 
translation,  Augsburg,  1489,  folio,  cap.  48,  agrees  with  the  A.-Lat. 
text. 

[The  first  service  in  the  printed  Lat.  Edd.  is  stated  thus  : — scio 
corpus  magni  principis  die  ac  nocte  custodire,  lectum  ejus  parare,  cibaria 
ei  propinare,  pedes  ejus  lavare.  The  remainder  are  stated  as  in  the 
English  Version.  Then  we  are  told  how  Guido  fulfilled  his  first 
duty — Guido  omni  nocte  lectum  satis  honeste  paravit,  Untheamina  lavit 
et  sepius  mutavit  singulis  noctibus.  Ante  ostium  camere  armatus  jacziit, 
habensque  secum  parvum  canictdum  bene  latrcmtem,  ut  si  aliquo  casu 
dormiret,  et  aliquis  subito  veniret,  jjer  latratuin  canis  e.ccitatus  esset, 
Semel  omni  hebdomada  pedes  ejus  lavavit,  &c.] 

p.  105,  1.  6.  ["  the  firste  service "].  Supplied  from  the  A.-Lat. 
text — primum  ministerium  implcverat. 

p.  105,  1.  7.  "  boteler."     Lat. — pincernam. 
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p.  105,  1.  20.  "the  day  of  my  byrtlie."  A.-Lat. — m  nativitate 
Domini ;  and  so  also  in  the  printed  Lat.  Edd. 

p.  lOG,  1.  7.  ["  &  kn3'tes  &  Sqiiieris  folowed  him,"  &c.  Printed 
Lat.  Edd.  read — Viri^  mulieres  ac  parvuli,  hec  audientes,  quasi  injiniti 
secuti  sunt.\ 

p.  106,  1.  9.  ["  See  -^e  not  that  [I]  see  ? "  Text  corrected  from 
A.-Lat.  and  prioted  Lat.  texts,  which  read — videtisne  quod  ego 
video  ?] 

p.  108,  I  11.    ["briddis."     Printed  Lat.  Edd.— om.] 

p.  lOG,  1.  26.  ["  the  blode  of  a  lambe,  For  yf,"  &c.  The  printed 
Lat.  Edd.  continue — niduin  exterius  el  interius  cum  dicto  sanguine 
aspergile,  et  quamdiu  ibi  gutta  una  ilUus  sanguinis  remaneat,  avis,  que 
est  inimica,  nunquam  audet  nido  ejus  ajipropinquare  et  sic  avis  in  nido 
suo  remanehit  et  tunc  mane  erit  in  tranquilla  pace  et  poteritis  ad  terram 
sanctam  transire  et  secure  redire ;  an  omission  in  the  English  text, 
which  requires  to  be  filled  in  order  to  understand  the  corresponding 
passage  in  the  Moralite.] 

p.  107,  1.  17.  ["so  ye  may  in  the  somer,"  &c.  Printed  Lat.  Edd. 
—  Vigilate  in  estate,  i.e.  cum  vita  vestra  fuerit  in  corpore,  et provideatis 
omnia  necessaria  pro  animahu^s  vestris,  ut  cum  liyems  mortis  advenerit 
poteritis  cum  domino  feliciter  requiescere.'^ 

p.  108,  1.  8.    ["  the  vij.  chekenis  ben,"  &g.     Lat.  Edd. —  avis  scilicet 

sjnriius   sancius hahet    septem   ova,  scilicet  septern  dona 

sjjii'itus  sancti.^ 

The  Morality  of  this  tale  in  the  Lat.  printed  Edd.  is  much  longer, 
and  more  verbose.  Swan  says  there  are  several  popular  stories  not 
unlike  the  present,  but  he  has  not  specified  any. 

XXIX.  p.  108,  1.  26.   "Mardonius;"  A.-Lat.  cap.  36,  Sardonius. 

p.  108,  1.  29.  "  Aftirwarde,"  &c.  Differently  in  A.-Lat.— co«- 
suetudo  erat  tunc  temporis,  quod  omnes  elegerent  quid  pro  Deo  suo 
habere  vellent. 

p.  109,  1.  4.  Text  corrected  from  the  A.-Lat.  which  has  Fili. 

[In  the  Lat.  version  (See  Oesterley,  Appendix,  No.  243),  a  moralisa- 
tion  is  given  :  the  first  son  betokens  Saracens  and  Jews,  who  believed 
in  one  God  :  the  second,  signifies  the  wise  of  this  world  ;  and  the 
third,  Christians  and  the  elect  of  God.] 

XXX.  p.  109,  1.  21.  "Pwas."  Harl.  2270,  cap.  38,  and  Harl.  406  read 
Perleamus  ;  Harl.  5259,  Gerlaus  ;  Harl.  3132,  Barlaan.  The  last  of 
these  corrupted  readings  leads  us  to  the  true  text,  "  Barlaam  uarrat  " 
as  in  the  printed  Lat.  Edd.  cap.  168. 

[Harl.  MS.  219,  has  the  title,  Qualiler  unicorums  semel  unum 
hominem  est  secutus.'\ 

p.  110,1.5.  "bestes."  A.-Lat. — animalibus ;  printed  Lat.  Edd. 
muribus,  and  so  the  romance  of  Barlaam,  and  those  who  quote 
from  it. 

p.  110,  1.  7.  ["felte  it  wagge."  Lat. — sensit  earn  vacillare. 
Compare  P.  Plowman,  B.-Text,  xvi.  40-1. 


NOTES.  467 

"  t^anne  fondeth  j^e  fende  my  fruit  to  destruj-e, 
With  alle  ]pe  wyles  fjat  he  cau,  and  waggeth  the  rote."'\ 

p.  110,  1.  15.  "  frogges."  A.-Lat. — vipere ;  [printed  Lat.  Edd. 
■ — vipei-e  albe.^ 

p.  Ill,  1.  32.  Regum.     See  2  Samuel  xiv.  14. 

p.  Ill,  1.  4,  "the  tree  in  the  diche,"  &c.  This  paragraph  is  very- 
corrupt  in  the  MS.,  and  can  only  be  restored  by  the  aid  of  the 
original  A.-Latin  text  in  Harl.  2270,  which  reads — arbor  in  haratro 
vita  humana  in  mundo,  que  per  animalia,  unum  in  mundo  album,  aliud 
nigrum,  id  est,  per  horas  diet  et  nociis,  incessanter  consumitur.  Harl. 
5259  has — arbor  in  baratro  est  vita  humana  in  mundo  que  per  horas  diet 
et  noctis,  quod  per  album  et  nigrum  intelligitur,  incessanter  consumitur." 

This  apologue  is  also  from  the  East,  and  of  great  antiquity,  being 
inserted  into  one  of  the  prefatory  chapters  of  the  Pehlvi  version  of 
the  Calila  u  Dimnuh,  made  in  the  reign  of  Khosrou  Nouschirevan, 
about  A.D.  510.  It  is  in  the  4th  Chapter  of  the  Arabic  translation 
published  by  De  Sacy,  4to.  Paris,  1816,  and  exists  also  in  the  Greek 
version  of  Simeon  Seth,  the  Hebrew  of  Eabbi  .Joel,  and  the  Latin  of 
John  of  Capua,  made  between  1262  and  1278,  and  printed  under  the 
title  of  "  Directorium  humance  vitce,"  which  is  the  immediate  source  of 
many  translations  or  imitations  in  French,  German,  Italian,  and 
Spanish.  It  occurs  likewise  in  the  spiritual  romance  of  Barlaam  and 
Josaphat,  compiled  by  Johannes  Damascenus  in  the  eighth  cent., 
with  a  Morality  agreeing  exactly  with  that  in  the  Gesta.  The 
original  Greek  text  of  the  story  is  given,  accompanied  by  a  valuable 
critical  apparatus,  in  an  article  by  Schmidt,  in  the  Jahrbiicher  der 
Literatur,  Bd.  XXVI.  p.  30,  1824.  It  was  hence  adopted  in  the  13th 
century,  into  the  Speculum  Historiale  of  Vincent  de  Beauvais,  lib.  xv. 
C.  15,  fol.  185b,  Venice  1494,  and  the  Historia  Lombardica  of  Jacobus 
de  Voragine,  cap.  175,  fol.  Arg.  1483,  whence  the  compiler  of  the 
Gesta  immediately  borrowed  it,  and  which  is  also  the  original  of  the 
English  Metrical  Lives  of  the  Saints,  the  Golden  Legend,  and  similar 
collections.  It  is  found  moreover  among  the  tales  of  Odo  de  Ceriton, 
a  fabulist  of  the  12th  cent.,  MS.  Arundel,  292  fol.  15,  MS.  Harl.  219, 
fol.  24b,  which  has  served  as  the  immediate  text  of  the  translation 
in  MS.  Addit.  9066,  No.  55,  and  in  MSS.  Harl.  463,  leaf  12b  (written 
temp.  Edw.  II.),  2316,  fol.  62b,  5396,  pt.  I.  Serm.  9,  A.  4,  and  Addit. 
11,284,  p.  107,  in  the  last  three  of  which  instances  it  is  quoted  directly 
from  Barlaam,  as  in  the  printed  Latin  Gesta. 
XXXI.  p.  Ill,  1.  23.  "  Gardinus."  The  name  varies  much.  Sardinus 
in  Harl.  2270,  pr.  m.  Sardinianus,  sec.  m.  Harl.  5259  and  5369.  The 
Cambridge  MS.  agrees  with  MS.  Addit.  9066,  while  the  printed  Lat. 
Edd.  read — Vespasianus. 

p.  Ill,  1.  25.   ''  Eulopiay     Printed  Lat.  Edd. — Aglaes. 

p.  114,  1.  10.  ["wisshe."  This  is  an  unusual  form  ;  it  occurs  again 
p.  159,  1.  7.  It  is  found  three  times  in  the  Prologue  to  the  Tale  of 
Berj-n,  Chaucer  Soc.  Ed.    Furnival!.      Thus  at   1.  193,  we   read  that 
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the  Pilgrims,  after  their  arrival  at  the  inn  at  Canterbury, 
"Ever}'  man  in  his  degre,  7vlss?i,  k  toke  his  sete." 

See  also  11.389  and  G61.  Another  instance  is  in  the  Cursor  Mtindi, 
E.  E.  T.  S.,  Ed.  Morris,  p.  802,  I.  14,009  (Fairfax  MS.),  where  we 
read  of  ]\Iary  Magdalen,  that 

"  wifj  \>e  teris  ho  nnssJted  his  fete."] 

p.  119,  1.  5.  "that  wol  conuerte  to  her."  A.-Lat. — qui  ad  earn 
puro  coriJe  se  convertunt. 

p.  120,  1.  6.  ["  the  Profet  saithe,"  &c.  I  have  been  unable  to  find 
tlie  source  of  this  quotation.  St  Augustine,  on  Psalms  cxliii.  2 
(Vulgate)  has — tanquaia  unda  inisericonliai  peccad  ignis  exstinguiturj 
and  in  the  Golden  Legende,  Ed.  1527,  leaf  cccix.  we  find — "  yf  they 
liadde  done  ony  venyall  synne,  it  was  put  anone  aweye  by  the  love 
of  charyte,  lyke  a  drope  of  water  in  a  fornays."] 

The  classical  story  of  Ariadne  and  Tlieseus  has  probably  served  as 
the  prototype  of  this  tale.  There  is  also  a  passage  in  the  English 
romance  of  Sir  Launfal,  which  much  resembles  the  incident  of  the 
two  ladies  coming  with  the  bason  and  the  towel.  See  Way's 
Fabliaux,  III.  245,  Ed.  8°.  1815. 

[The  version  of  this  tale  in  the  printed  Latin  Edd.  differs  consider- 
ably from  that  here  given.  In  the  former  the  daughter's  name  is 
Aglaes,  changed  by  the  Emperor,  propter  indchritudinem  corporis  to 
Domina  Solucii  (the  Lady  of  Comfort),  in  signwn  hujus,  ut  omnes  qui 
ad  te  venerint  tristes,  cum  gaudio  recedant.  The  "  Lady  of  Solace  "  of 
the  English  Version  does  not  appear  at  all,  and  the  knight  derives 
all  his  information  respecting  the  garden  from  the  Emperor's 
daughter  herself.  She  advises  him  to  arm  himself  in  steel,  a  planta 
pedis  usque  ad  verticem  capitis,  and  to  smear  his  armour  with  gum. 
The  knight  loses  the  ball  of  thread  during  his  conflict  with  the  lion, 
but  after  a  three-days'  search  recovers  it,  and  finds  his  way  out  of 
the  garden.  The  incidents  of  the  fruit,  the  three  men,  and  the  ditch, 
do  not  occur  in  the  Latin  Edd.] 
XXXII.  p.  121,  1.  11.  ["Aglaes."  In  the  printed  Lat.  Edd.  she  is 
named  RosimundaJ\ 

p.  121,  1.  13.  [The  printed  Lat.  Edd.  read — cum  ad  etatem  deiiam 
pervenisset,  erat  tarn  abilis  in  currendo,  &c.] 

p.  122,  1.  6.  ["  he  shulde  wed  hir,"  &c.  The  printed  Lat.  Edd, 
add — totum  regnum  post  ejus  decessum  haheret.^ 

p.  122,  1.  9.     ["come  thikke"  ;   printed  Lat.  Edd.  quasi  infiniti.] 

p.  122,  1.  11.  "hir";  bo  W.  de  Worde,  No.  XVI.  "theyr  hedes." 
"  A  pore  man"  ;  in  the  printed  Lat.  Edd.  :  he  is  named  Abihas. 

p.  123,  1.  4.  "  damyseii."  Used  here  for  the  plural,  as  is  occasion- 
ally the  case  in  the  MS.  with  a  few  other  words  of  similar  termination. 

p.  123,  1.  6.  "honourid";  A.-Lat.  ornata.  ["  of  iij.  colowris." 
Printed  Lat.  Edd. — deaurata.^ 

p.  123,  1.  8.  "ludit"  ;  so  iu  the  printed  Lat,  Edd.,  but  A.-Lat. — 
luserit. 
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p.  123,  1.  15.  ["defied  hiiu  in  hir  herte  " ;  printed  Lat.  Edd. — in 
corde  des2)exiL^ 

p.  124,  I.  3.  "  far  "  ;  A.-Lat. — per  longum  spacium. 

p.  124,  1.  7.  ["  lewde  wrecche,"  &c. ;  printed  Lat.  Edd. — miser, 
nunqumn  Jilia  putris  mei  cum  tali  ribaldo  debet  cojndari.'^ 

p.  124,  1.  14.  "bote  hit,"  &c.  A.-Lat.  and  printed  Lat.  Edd.  add 
in  Ires  partes  /regit,  with  which  Addit.  9066  agrees. 

p.  126,  1.  1.  "hemmys";  A.-Lat. — fimhrias  suas. 

p.  126,  1.  19.  In  ilhistration  of  the  purse  here  described,  see 
Donee's  paper  in  the  Arclucologia,  XVIL  p.  116. 

This  is  evidently  the  classical  fiction  of  Atalanta  and  Hipporaanes 
in  another  shape.  It  is  not  a  little  singular,  tliat  in  several  MSS.  of 
the  A.-Lat.  Gesfa  there  is  a  second  story  of  the  same  kind  prefixed, 
more  immediately  derived  from  classical  authors,  in  which  the  name 
of  Atalanta  is  preserved.  This  additional  chapter  is  the  first  in  the 
series  of  the  43  in  MS.  Harl.  5369,  which  serves  as  the  original  text 
to  the  translation  printed  by  W.  de  Worde,  and  it  stands  in  the  same 
order  in  every  subsequent  edition  down  to  the  year  1703.  The  story 
is  quoted  from  Ovid,  Metam.  VIII.,  in  the  Moralitates  of  Robert 
Holcot,  who  died  in  1349.  ]\IS.  Reg.  6,  E.  IIL  leaf  224b.  See  p.  429. 
XXXIII.  p.  128,  1.  9.  ["  iij.  yeer."  Printed  Lat.  Edd. — septem  annos, 
but  in  the  Moralite,  xij.  annos.^ 

p.  128,  1.  15.  ["  litii,  in  syght  of  the  ofere."  Printed  Lat.  Edd. — 
parum  aut  nichil.^ 

p,  128, 1.  18.  [Text  has  been  amended  in  accordance  with  the  Latin 
text,  which  reads — perge  de  nocteP^ 

p.  129, 1.  18.  ["  ij.  ellene."  Printed  Lat.  text — ires  vel  quatuor  ulnas, 
while  in  the  Moralite  it  is — duas  vel  tres.^ 

p.  130,  1.  10.  ["  Frend,  pat  is  halfe  my  soule."  This  expression 
occurs  frequently  in  the  printed  Lat.  text,  though  not  in  this  very 
passage.  One  is  almost  led  to  believe  that  the  author  was  acquainted 
with  Horace,  who  uses  it  in  his  Odes,  Bk.  I.  3,  1.  8,  where  he  speaks 
of  his  friend  Virgil  as,  animce  dimidium  mece,  and  again  in  Bk.  11. 
17,  5,  he  calls  Maecenas,  mem  partem  animce.  Pythagoras  is  said  to 
have  spoken  of  a  friend  of  his  as  "  {jfiicrv  r»7c  '^v^f]^."  Compare 
p.  197,  II.  13,  14.] 

In  the  printed  Lat.  Edd.  the  first  friend's  speech  is  given  to  the 
second,  and  vice  versa. 

This  story  is  likewise  clearly  of  Oriental  origin,  and  a  similar  one 
is  given  from  the  Arabic  by  Cardoune,  Melanges  de  litt.  Orient,  I.  78. 
Its  immediate  source,  as  narrated  in  the  Gesta,  was  probably  the 
work  of  Petrus  Alphonsus  compiled  in  1106,  and  entitled  Clericalis 
DiscipUna,  p.  35,  ed.  Schmidt,  4",  Berlin,  1827.  It  was  very  early 
combined  with  the  parable  of  the  three  friends  in  need,  told  in  the 
romance  of  Barlaam  (ap.  Vine.  Bell,  xv.  16),  the  original  Greek  text 
of  which  is  printed  in  the  Jahrhiicher  der  Liter.,  Bd  xxvi.,  p.  34  (see 
Bd.  XX.  Anz.  Blatt.  p.  29).    In  addiliou  to  the  copious  references  and 
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illustrations  of  tliia  story  in  Le  Grand,  III.  225,  and  Schmidt,  in  the 
notes  to  his  admirable  edition  of  Petrus  Alphonsus,  it  may  be  noticed 
that  it  is  quoted  or  borrowed  from  Barlaam  in  MS.  Harl.  4C3,  No.  4G. 
MS.  Addit.  11,284,  fo.  9,  and  in  Bromyard's  Summa  Predicantium,  v. 
Arnicitia,  A  xxi.  5,  and  again  xxi.  7,  where  the  Gesla  seems  to  have 
been  followed.  The  version  in  the  MS.  Addit.  90G6,  No.  42,  whicli 
differs  from  the  A.-Lat.  text,  is  immediately  taken  from  the  Latin 
text  in  MS.  Harl.  219,  leaf  32,  which  is  to  be  referred  to  the  romance 
of  Barlaam,  and  not  to  Petrus  Alphonsus.  [Compare  Chapt.  238  in 
Oesterley,  given  in  the  Appendix  to  this  volume.] 
XXXIV.  p.  132,  1.  19.  "Pes."  This  correction,  which  is  required  by 
the  sense,  is  made  on  the  authority  of  the  original  Lat.  text. 

p.  133,  1.  9.  "  to  helde  him  qwyke  "  ;  A.-Lat. — v,t  viviim  excoriaret. 

p.  134,  1.  13.    ["  swicbe  a  distance,"  i.  e.  disagreement,  quarrel  ; 
compare  p.  168,  1,  2.] 

p.  135,  1.  13.   "  lugylithe."     A. -hat.  juguhvit. 

The  source  from  which  this  tale  was  borrowed  has  not  hitherto 
been  pointed  out,  but  was  doubtless  a  Homily  of  St.  Bernard  [Obiit 
1153].  In  Annunciat.  Beatce  Marke,  printed  in  his  works,  vol.  I. 
col.  980,  folio,  Paris  1719,  whence  it  was  transferred  to  a  dramatic 
French  poem  of  the  12th  cent.,  composed  by  one  Guillaume,  at  the 
request  of  William,  prior  of  Kenilworth,  according  to  De  la  Ruo, 
Essais  sur  les  Bardes,  &c.,  II.  279,  another  or  different  copy  of  which 
in  MS,  Arund.  292,  leaf  25,  is  subsequently  ascribed  by  the  Abbe  to 
Stephen  Langton,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  ibid.  III.  8.  The  same 
subject  is  borrowed  by  Bonaventure,  in  the  Medltationes  Vitce  Chrisli, 
torn.  VI.  pt.  2,  p.  533,  0pp.  ed.  Mog.  1609  (translated  into  English 
in  1410,  and  printed  by  Caxton),  and  by  the  author  of  the  French 
poem  entitled  Roman  des  Romans,  or  Chasteau  d'amoiir,  attributed  by 
some  to  Bishop  Grosteste,  who  died  in  1253.  [An  English  version 
of  Bp.  Robert  Grosteste's  poem,  called  "The  Castel  off  Loue,"  was 
edited  for  the  Philological  Society  in  1864  from  the  Vernon  MS.  by 
Dr.  Weymouth.  "  It  is  the  same  allegory  as  '  The  Parable  of  a  King 
and  his  Four  Daughters,'  introduced  into  the  Cursor  Mundi  (E.  E.  Text 
Soc.  ed.  Morris),  pp.  548—560,  11.  9517—9752.  The  author  of  the 
Cursor  Mundi  calls  it  a  '  sample,'  which  he  took  out  of  St.  Robert's, 
i.  e.  Bp.  Grosteste's,  book.  Tliis  latter  version  is  very  interesting." 
Note  to  P.  Plowman,  E.  E.  Text  Soc,  ed.  Skeat,  C.  text,  Passus 
XXI.  120,  et  scq.  The  whole  allegory  is  plainly  founded  on  a  single 
verse  in' Psalms  Ixxv.  10  (Ixxxiv.  11  in  the  Vulgate),  viz  :— 
Misericordia  et  ueritas  obuiauerunt  sihi  ;  iustitia  et  pax  osctdatce  sunt.'" 
In  Harl.  MS.  1703,  leaf  82b.,  is  a  poem  of  30  4-lined  stanzas,  by 
Will.  Forrest,  with  the  title  :  "  Misericordia,  et  Veritas  obuiauerunt 
sibi ;  lusticia  et  pax  osculate  sunt. 

How  mercy,  truths,  right,  peace  they  kyste, 
Here  may  you  reade,  yf  that  366  liste."] 
A  separate  Latin  translation   of  this   piece  entituled,  Dlsputatio 
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inter   Miscricordlam^   Veritaiem,   lustitiam  et  Pacem,   de    restitutione 
hominis penliii,  is  in  MS.  Reg.  G,  E.  III.,  leaf  16b. 

XXXV.  p.  136,  1.  2.     ["  Theodosius."     Printed  Lat.  Edd. — Tiberius.] 
p.  136,  1.  8.    ["  hard  neuer  non  snclie  afor."     Printed  Lat, — cum 

gaudio  est  rffocillatiis.'"] 

p.  138,  ].  1.  ["the  harpe  of  holy  scripture,"  &c.  Lat.  text — viiro 
modo  melodiam,  scilicet  sanctam  oracionem  audit  et  diligit.] 

p.  138,  1.  6.  Psalms  cl.  3. 

p.  138,  1.  21.  ["to  aske  the  grace  of  god  a3enst  thes  hissynges." 
Printed  Lat.  Edd.  add — et  ut  ita  sit,  semper  in  principio  sermonis  pro 
gracia  divina  rogatur. 

Lydgate,  at  the  commencement  of  one  of  his  poems,  MS.  Harl. 
2255,  leaf  21,  thus  describes  the  four  sisters  : — 

"  Mercy  and  Trouthe  mette  on  an  hih  mo?/nteyn 
Briht  as  the  sonne  v/it7i  his  beemj-s  cleer, 
Pees  and  lusticia  walkyng  on  the  plej-n, 
And  with  foure  sustryn,  moost  goodly  of  ther  cheer, 
List  nat  departe  nor  severe  in  no  maneer, 
Of  oon  accoord  by  vertuous  encrees, 
loyned  in  charite,  pryncesses  moost  enteer, 
Mercy  and  Trouthe,  Eihtwisnesse  and  Pees." 

"  The  introduction  of  the  four  sisters  no  doubt  formed  a  favourite 
interlude  in  the  Ancient  Mysteries  and  Moralities  :  we  find  it,  foi 
example,  in  the  Coventry  M^'stery  of  the  Salutation  and  Conception 
of  Mary  ;  and  again,  in  Sharp's  '  Dissertation  on  Pageants,'  p.  23,  we 
find  a  description  relating  to  the  Morality  of  the  '  Castel  of  Perseuer- 
aunce,'  which  even  tells  us  tlie  colours  of  the  actors'  dresses.  The 
four  daughters  all  wore  mantles,  Mercy  being  clothed  in  luhite. 
Righteousness  all  in  red,  Truth  in  a  sad-coloured  green,  and  Peace  all 
black ;  and  it  was  directed  that  they  should  '  pleye  in  Jie  place  al 
to-gedyr  tyl  pey  brynge  up  pe  sowle  ' ;  i.  e.  the  soul  of  man,"  Rev. 
Professor  W.  W.  Skeat,  note  to  P,  Plowman,  C,  test,  XXL  120,] 

XXXVI.  p,  139,  1,  5.   "Solemius,"    The  name  is  given  as  Polemius  in 
the  A,-Lat,  text,  and  Wynkyn  de  Worde. 

p.  139,  1.  9.  ["  a  gret  master,"  not  mentioned  in  the  printed 
Lat.  Edd.] 

p.  139,  1.  12.  ["  to  kepe  him  wele  eke."  Printed  Lat.  Edd. — Canis 
vera  tribus  cathenis  erai  ligatus,quia  valde  crudelis  erat,  et  quos  poterat 
apprehendere  occldit.] 

p.  140, 1.6,  ["Also  pat  Jiow  do  welle  v^iih  my  grehounde."  Pr.Lat. — 
canem  vero  continue  in  cathena  habeas  et  ei  non  laute  adininisti-es,  sed 
pocius  famera  siistineat,  ut  sic  ejus  crudelitas  atque  ferocitas  annicltileiur.] 

p.  140,  1.  12.  ["youre  wille  shalle  be  fulfillid,"  &c.  The  remainder 
of  the  story  is  given  in  the  printed  Lat.  Edd.  as  follows  : — 

Senescallus  vero  omnia  adimplere  Jideliter  in'omisit.  Rex  vero  terravi 
sanctam  adiit,  et  senescallus  omnia  que  promisit  et  totum  preceptum  in 
contrarium  egit.      Nam  canem  de  ini.lii)rihus  cibnriis  semper  piavil,  nee 
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eum  sicut  dehuit  custodivit^puelle  necessaria  suhtraxtt  et  milites  prehenda 
privavit,  intantum  quod  dispersi  et  vagahundi  per  mundum  ihant,  pticlla 
sine  custodia  sic  relicta  plorans  et  ejulans  amhulahat  in  aula  sola. 
Canis  cum  earn  solum  vidisset,  ires  catenas  f regit,  cum  quihus  Ugatus 
fait  et  puellam  occidit,  de  cujus  morte  facius  est  pilanctus  magiius  in 
civitate.  Bex  vera  cum  audisset  de  morte  filie  sue,  commota  sunt 
omnia  viscera  ejus  et  senescallum  ad  se  vocari  fecit,  et  cur  et  qua  de 
causa  filiam  suam  sine  custodia  dimisit  et  milites  sine  prehenda  et 
canem  contra  precepium  ejus  pavit,  qiuesivit.  Ille  vero  obmutuit,  nee 
aliquid  pro  ejus  excusacione  allegavit.  Rex  vero  tortoribus  precepif,  ut 
ligatis pedihus  et  manihus  cum  infornacem  ardentem  projicerent.  Omnes 
regem  laudahant,  quod  tale  judicium  dedit.'\ 

p.  141,1.  16.  "made  hiin  nakid."  A.-Lat.,  cap.  44,  reads — omnia 
sua  vestimenta  deposuit,  exceptis  braccis  et  camisia. 

p.  145,  1.  2.  [Evidently  a  Hue  has  dropped  out  here  in  the  Harl. 
MS.  7333  ;  compare  the  version  in  Addit.  MS.  90G6,  with  which 
W.  de  Worde,  No.  18,  agrees.] 

p.  146,  1.  7.  "  that  unto."  The  word  that  is  superfluous.  A.-Lat. — 
quousque. 

p.  146,  1.  8.  "]3e  Apostel."  The  passage  quoted  is  from  Job 
vii.  15. 

p.  147,  1.  5.      [Luke  xv.  7. 

Compare  with  this  tale  chapters  182  and  212  in  Oesterley, 
epitomised  in  the  Appendix  to  this  volume.] 

XXXVII.  p.  148,  1.  2.   ["  Cesar."     Printed  Lat.  Y.M.—Trajanus.] 

p.  148, 1.  11.  [In  the  printed  Lat.  Editions  the  boar  at  his  first  visit 
to  the  garden  loses  his  left,  at  the  second  his  right,  ear,  and  at  the 
third  his  tail.] 

p.  151, 1.  6.  ["  bethe  plantid  the  comaundementes  of  God."  Printed 
Lat.  Edd. — in  quorum  cordibus  dominus  noster  plantat  cotidie  diversa 
genera  arborum,  i.  e.  vlrtutum,  sicut  sunt  decem  precepta,  septem,  opera, 
ndsericordie,  quatuor  viriutes  cardinales  et  tres  theologicas,  &c.] 

p.  161, 1.  8.  ["  the  svvyne  is  a  synner,"  Pr.  Lat.  text — a2)er  est  homo 
dices  ac  potens  hujus  seculi,  quipocius  sensui  propria  credit  quam  alteri.] 

XXXVIII.  p.  135, 1. 1.    ["  Alexandir  "  ;  Pr.  Lat.  version  (see  Oesterley, 
Appendix,  No.  194)  reads,  Gallicus.] 

p.  153, 1.  8.  ["  grauntid  to  him."  Pr.  Lat.  version  adds — ita  tamen 
quod  nidla  illarum  peticlonum  esset  pro  vita  habenda.  Racio  erat  hcc 
quare  legem  constituit,  quia  erat  tarn  largus  quod  nullo  laodo  volebat 

quod  in  aula  sua  ossa  cujuscunque  viderentur et  qida  ei  laute 

ndnistraretur  appareret.'\ 

p.  155,  1.  1.  ["  Sir."  The  reading  of  the  MS.  has  been  corrected 
from  the  A.-Lat.  text,  which  has  domine. 

Neckam  in  his  work,  De  Naturis  Rerum,  written  at  the  end  of  the 
13th  cent,  (edited  for  the  Rolls'  Series  by  Mr  T.  Wright),  gives  the 
following  version  of  the  tale.  It  will  be  noticed  that  he  states  that 
the  story  rests  on  the  authority  of  a  custom  of  great  antiquity. 
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Cap.  xl.,  p.  152. 
.Pecien  a  clispositione  ossiuin  dlspositorum  in  modum  dentmn  instru- 
menti  illius  quo  crlnes  discrimuiantur  quod  et  pecten  dicilur,  nomeii 
accepit.  Pars  piiscis  istius  superior  nigredlne  vestitur,  pars  aquis 
vicinior  candore  intescit.  Sic  et  fortuna  geminam  hahet  faciem,  nuhilam 
et  serenam,  Dum  vultum  prcctendit  ohscurum,  latet  fades  serena,  quia 
fortuna  qua;  adversa  censetur  tuta  tranqullUlate  felix  est,  interius  inspecta. 
Fortuna  vero  quce  prospera  censeri  solet,  multis  molestiarum  insidiis 
respersa  est. 

Ulitur  autem  consuetudo  quoi'undum  ohservantia  hac,  ut  piscis  dictus 
\j)ecten,  the  plaice]  in  disco  repositus  in  viensa  non  vertatur,  ne  nigra 
parte  ostensa,  fieri  videatur  pisci  injuria.  Consuetudo  autem  is  fa 
longcevi  temporis  auctoritate  se  munit,  prout  in  relatione  suhjicienda 
continebatur. 

Erat  igitur  civis,  cui  fortunce  clementioris  dui  arrisit  prosperitas, 
tribus  fiUis  felicissimus  reputatus.  Duo  ejus  filii,  lucro  et  quoistui 
temporalium  diligentem  operam  adJdbenies,  putris  auxerimt  divitias. 
Tertius  artium  ingenuarum  studio  nobili  feliciter  eruditus  diminihere 
parentum  suorum  facuUatem  potius  visus  est  quam  augere.  Indignantes 
duo  filii  emancipari  voluerunt,  suis  famiUis  provisuri.  Sub  umbra 
alarum  parentum  laluil  scholaris,  de  rebus  ipsorum  sustenfatus,  qui  ad 
inopiam  arctissimam  vergentes,  latehras  in  partihus  remotioribus  qucerere 
compulsi  sunt.  Duo  namque  filii  opera  parentibus  prorsus  negavere, 
sed  tertius  filius  eis  ministravit.  Tandem  festivis  epulis  cujusdam 
imperatoris  nobilissimi  interfuit  scholaris  cum  utroque  parente.  Ap- 
p)ositus  est  pecten,  piiscis  scilicet  prLenominatus,  seni  patri  scholaris,  edicti 
communis  ignaro.  Exierat  enim  edictum  ah  imperatore,  ut  si  quis 
pectinem  in  mensa  reversaret,  capitalem  suhiret  sententiam.  Insufiicientice 
enim  argui  videretur  mensa  imperatoris,  si  alba  piortio  piscis  dlcti 
discumbentibus  non  sufiiceret.  Edicti  tamen  rigor  temperatus  fuit 
cujusdam  legis  adjunctione,  quce  institutum  est,  ut  damnandus  tribus 
diebus  imperatoria  majestate  gloriaretur,  et  tria  proicepta  ad  nutum 
ipsius  executioni  sine  cUiquo  obstacido  mandarentur.  Damnati  igitur 
patrts  sententiam  in  se  subiit  sponte  filius,  tribus  diebus  imperatoris 
fungens  dignitate.  Primo  itaque  die  jussit  dimidiam  partem  thesauri 
imperatoris  dari  pauperihus,  ut  pro  ipso  Dominum  exorarent.  Secundo 
die  prcccepit  sibl  fillam  imperatoris  aclduci  ut  ipsa  pro  voto  uteretur. 
Nota  node  fovit  puellam  inter  amplexus  suos,  sed  honorem  virginitatis 
diflorare  noluit.  Quod  cum  pater  relatione  virginis  didicisset,  acceptum 
hahuit,  ubsohUionem  juvenis  afi'eciuose  dcskleraus.  Die  terlio  imperavit 
ilium  suspendi,  qui  patrem  suum  piscem  vcrlisse  conspexerat.  Infici- 
antibus  singulis,  deliberaftvum  genus  causa;  tractant  magnates,  et 
deficiente  accusatore  absolvendum  esse  tarn  senem  quam  juvenem  piro- 
nuntiatum  est.  Exultat  animus  imperatons,  et  filiam  libens  et  Icetus 
nubere  jussit  juoeni.  Fit  ovantls  concursus  popuU,  et  mcndici  quihus 
munifice  thesaurus  distrihutus  fucrat  se  exauditos  esse  a  Domino  betantur. 
Hinc  consuetudo  inolccit,  ut  piscis  dictus  dignitatem  singularem  ohtineat.'"'\ 


474  NOTES. 

XXXIX.  p.  156,  1.  3  from  bottom.  "  Polemius."  Hail.  MS.  406  reads— 
Tholomcus,  [and  Lat.  Version  printed  by  Oesterley,  Appendix  No.  189. 
Lucius.^ 

p.  157,  1.  29.  "  thin  accione  shalle  stonde."  A. -Lat, — stahit 
actio  sua. 

p.  167,  1.  36.  The  A.-Lat.  text  cap.  47,  adds  the  following 
paragraph.  Miles  per  omnia  voluntatem  ejus  adimjilevit,  et  post  hec  ei 
Jideliter  in  omnibus  ministrabat ;  [and  Oesterley's  version — Ille  vero 
Jideliier  promisit^  imperator  vero  eum  ad  divicias  et  honores  promovitA 

p.  158,  1.  5.    "he  shulde  lese."     A.-Lat. — debet  vitam  amittere. 

p.  158,  1.  7.  "as  tavernys,  wrestelynges,  huntynges."  These 
words  are  an  addition  of  the  English  translator.  [The  Lat.  version 
printed  by  Oesterley,  reads — Jiundinas,  i.  e.  ad  mundi  spectanda,  et  ihi 
invenit  vanitates  et  cum  eo  stat  domina,  uxor  ejus,  i.  e.  carnalis  con- 
cupiscencia,  per  quam  homo  sepius  seducitur.  Post  ilium  omnis  familia, 
i.  e.  omnes  sensus  exeunt  a  viriutihus  in  quibus  fuerunt  ex  defectu 
discipline,  et  solus  puer,  i.  e.  anima  relinquitur  sine  custode.~\ 
XL.  p.  158,  last  line.  "  Not  Jjowh  jjou  woldest,"  &c.  In  A.-Lat.  cap. 
48,  more  correctly,  Si  mihi  dederis  centum  marcas  de  jlorenis,  per  me 
tota  node  jacebis."  [In  the  Lat.  Version  (printed  by  Oesterley, 
Appendix,  No.  195): — 1000  inarcas  Jlorenas.^ 

p.  159,  1.  12.  ["  &  Jjou  sleptest,  &c.  In  Oesterley's  Latin  version  : 
—  Sed  tu  fusti  ita  ruralis,  cjuod  semel  faciem  tuam  ad  me  non  vcrtisii 
et  ideo  de  incurialifate  te  compreliendo.^ 

p.  159,  1.  30.  "I  have  [nede]  of  monye."  A.-Lat. — pecuniam 
indigeo. 

p.  160, 1.  4.  ["  yf  thowe  kepe  not  f)i  day,"  &c.    Compare  Shakspere: 

"  If  you  repay  me  not  on  such  a  day, 
In  such  a  place,  such  sum  or  sums  a.s  are 
Express'd  in  the  condition,  let  the  forfeit 
Be  nominated  for  an  equal  pound 
Of  j^our  fan-  flesh,  to  be  cut  off  and  taken 
In  what  part  of  your  body  pleaseth  me." 

Merchant  of  Venice,  Act  I.  Sc.  iii.  132.] 

p.  161,  1.  15.  "Thow  lokist  at  a  wrong  hole."  A.-Lat. — in  vanum 
loq  ueris. 

p.  162,  1.  32.  "  It  were  [better]  to  the."  Text  has  been  corrected 
in  accordance  with  the  A.-Lat.  which  reads — melius  est. 

p.  162, 1.  2  from  bottom.    ["  with  oute  dowte  I  wolle  have  the  lawe." 
Shyl.  "My  deeds  upon  my  head  !    I  crave  the  law, 

The  penalty  and  forfeit  of  my  bond. 
Portia.  Is  he  not  able  to  discharge  the  money? 
Bassan.  Yes,  here  I  tender  it  for  him  in  tlie  court  ; 
Yea,  twice  the  sum  ;  if  that  will  not  sutiice, 
I  will  be  bound  to  pay  it  ten  times  o'er." 

Merchant  of  Venice,  Act  IV.  Sc.  i.  202.] 

p.  163, 1.  14.   ["  ]3ere  was  no  couenaunt  made  of  sheding  of  blodc." 
So  Shakspere  : — 
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"  This  bond  doth  give  thee  here  no  jot  of  blood  ; 
The  words  expressly  are  'a  pound  of  flesh  ; ' 
Take  then  thy  bond,  take  thou  thy  pound  of  flesh  ; 
But,  in  the  cutting  it,  if  thou  dost  shed 
One  drop  of  Christian  blood,  thy  lands  and  goods 
Are,  by  the  laws  of  Venice,  confiscate 
Unto  the  state  of  Venice     .     ^     .     .     .     . 
Shy  lock.  I  take  this  oifer,  then  ;  pay  the  bond  thrice 
And  let  the  Christian  go. 
Bassanio.  Here  is  the  money. 

Portia.  Soft  I 

The  Jew  shall  have  all  justice  ;  soft  !  no  haste  : 

He  shall  have  nothing  but  the  penalty 

Therefore  prepare  thee  to  cut  off  the  flesh  : 
Shed  thou  no  blood,  nor  cut  thou  less  nor  more 
But  just  a  pound  of  flesh,"  &c. 

Merchant  of  Venice,  Act  IV.  Sc.  i.  802.] 

p.    164,    1.    15.     ["  But    as    longe]    as."      A.-Lat. — seel   quamdiu 
jacef,  &c. 

Tiiis  story  has  been  printed  by  Douce  in  his  Illustrations  of 
Sbakspere,  I.  281,  from  the  Harl.  MS.  7333. 

It  has  been  closely  imitated  by  Ser  Giovanni  in  the  Pecorone,  IV. 
nov.  1,  to  a  translation  of  which  Shakspere  was  probably  indebted 
for  the  incident  of  the  bond  in  bis  "  INIercliant  of  Venice,"  since  it  is 
not  probable  be  had  read  the  English  version  of  the  Gesta  in  MS., 
and  this  story  is  not  included  in  the  edition  of  W.  de  Worde,  or 
those  which  followed  in  Shakspere's  time.  It  is  probably  of  Oriental 
origin,  since  similar  tales  have  been  pointed  out  in  Gladwin's  Persian 
Moonshee,  No.  13,  and  elsewhere.  For  more  copious  remarks  on 
this  popular  story,  and  references  to  numerous  imitations,  see  the 
Notes  of  the  Commentators  on  Shakspere's  "  Merchant  of  Venice," 
Vol.  VII.  Ed.  1813.  Douce's  "  Illustrations,"  Vol.  I.  pp.  273—280, 
291,  Dunlop's  "History  of  Fiction,"  Vol.  II.  pp.  373—376,  [and 
especially  a  paper  read  by  Miss  Toulmin-Sniitb  before  the  New 
Shakspere  Society,  and  published  in  their  Transactions  for  1875-6, 
p.  181,  on  "  The  Bond  Story  in  the  Merchant  of  Venice^  and  a 
version  of  it  in  the  Cursor  Miindi." 

A  Latin  version  of  the  story  is  given  in  the  late  Mr  T.  Wriglit's 
Selection  of  Latin  Stories,  edited  for  the  Percy  Society,  pp.  114 — 121. 
It  is  there  called,  De  milite  conventionem  faciente  cum  mercatore. 
There  is  also  a  ballad  on  "  Gernutus,  the  Jew  of  Venice,"  mentioned 
by  Dunlop,  and  printed  entire  in  the  Clarendon  Press  Series  Ed.  of 
the  "  Merchant  of  Venice,"  from  the  original  in  the  Pepysian  Library, 
]\Ligdalen  College,  Cambridge.  The  full  title  is  "  A  New  Song, 
showing  the  crueltie  of  Gernutus  a  Jewe,  who  lending  to  a  Marchant 
a  hundred  crownes,  would  liauo  a  pound  of  his  flesh,  because  he 
could  not  pay  him  at  the  day  appoynted.  To  the  tune  of  Blacke 
and  Yellow."  It  is  contained  in  Pepys'  Collection  of  Ballads,  Vol.  I. 
pp.  144 — 5,  and  is  in  two  parts,  and  consists  altogether  of  41  stanzas 
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of  4  lines  each.  Tt  Las  also  been  reprinted  by  Mi-  Tlazlitt  in  his 
Sliakspere's  Library,  Pt.  I.  vol.  i.,  together  witii  the  "Adventures  of 
Giannetto  "  (Pecorone),  the  Gesta  Story,  and  the  Ballad  of  "The 
Northern  Lord,"  wliich  contains  the  story  of  the  Bond. 

See  also  "  Legends  of  tlie  Holy  Rood,"  E.  E.  T.  Soc,  Ed.  Morris, 
p.  110.  I  find  the  fullowing  in  Cliarles  Knight's  Studies  of 
S'ltakspeare,  p.  232  : — 

"There  is  a  remarkable  story  told  by  Gregorio  Leti,  in  his  Life  of 
Pope  Slxtus  tlie    Fifth,   in   which    the    debtor    and    creditor  of    The 
Merchant  of  Venice  change  places.       The  debtor  is   the   Jew, — the 
revengeful   creditor,  the  Christian  ;   and  this  incident  is  said  to  have 
happened  at  Rome  in  the  time  of  Sir  Francis  Drake.      This,  no  doubt, 
was  a  pure  fiction  of  Leti,  whose  narratives  are  by  no  means  to   be 
received  as  authorities."] 
XLI.  p.  166,  1.  12.   ["  on  ye  of  myn  hede,"  &c.     Printed  Lat.  Edd.  text 
— dextrum  ocuhua  meum  eruafis  et  si/u'stmm  ocidum  filii  mei.'\ 
p.  166,  ].  23.   ["  consciens."     Lat.  text— mater  ecclesia.~\ 
p.  166,  1.  3   from   bottom.   "  that  God  may  seye,"   &c.      The  MS. 
is  evidently  here  corrupt,  and  the  text  has  been  amended   from  the 
A. -Lat.  which  reads — ut  Deus poterit  dicere,  Sicut  ego  pro  te,  &c. 

In   the  Latin   printed    Edd.   this    story  is   expressly   quoted  from 
Valerius  (Maximus),   but   strangely  altered.      [The   tale   is   told    of 
Zaleucus,  tlie  lawgiver  of  the  Locrians,  whose  name  is  corrupted  into 
Zelongus,    and   who  is   called   Emperor,       The   passage   in   Valerius 
occurs  in  Lib.  VI.  cap.  5,  Ex.  3,  and  is  as  follows  : — "  Zaleucus,  urbe 
Locrensium  a  se  saluberrimis  atque  utilissiniis  legibus  munita  cum 
Jilius  ejus  adulterii   crimine  damnatus,  secundum  jus  ab  ipso  consti- 
tutum,  utroque  oculo  carere  deberet,  ac  tota  civitas  in  honorem  patris 
poenre  uecessitatem  adolescentulo  remitteret,  aliquamdiu  repugnavit. 
Ad  ultimum  precibus  populi  evictus,  suo  prius,  delude  filii  oculo  eruto, 
usum   videndi   utrique   reliquit.      Ita  debitum  supplicii   modum   legi 
reddidit,  ffiquitatis  admirabili   temperamento,  se   inter  misericordem 
patrem  et  jubtum   legislatorem  partitus."]      It  is  thence  quoted   by 
Bromyard  v.  Lex,  Lib.  Ill    3,  and  is  also  inserted  by  Occleve  in  his 
poem,  De  Rcgimine  Frincijmm,  MS.  Reg.  17,  D,  vi.  If.  50. 
XLII.  p.  167.    [The  printed  Lat,  Edd.,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  follow- 
ing extract,  differ  considerably  in  the  beginning  of  this  tale  from  tlie 
English  version  : — 

Erat  quidum  rex  nobilissimus  sapiens  atque  diocs,  qui  uxorcm 
hahuit  pi-edilectam,  que  dehite  dilectionis  immemor  trcs  filios  juxta  rcgein 
genuit,  qui  semper  erant  regis  rebelles  et  in  nidlo  ei  similes.  Deinde 
de  regis  s<mine  quarium  filiuin  concepit  et  p)eperit  ac  nutricit.  Accidit 
autem,  ut  finito  dierum  suorum  circulo  rex  morcretur  corpusque  suuni 
regali  sarcophago  danderetur.  Post  cujus  mortem  quatuor filii  supradicti 
pro  dominio  regni  incepcrunt  contendere.  Ttndrm  inter  se  concordabant, 
ut  ad  quendam  miletrm  velerem  regis  mortui  quondam  secretarium 
spccialem    acrederent   cl  in  Judicio  suo  simpiliciter   se  ponerent,  et  sic 
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factum  est.  Miles  autem  dixit,  &c.  The  first  son  sends  Lis  arrow 
into  the  Emperor's  right  hand,  the  second  into  his  face,  while  the 
third  pierces  his  heart.  The  fourth  son  thus  takes  the  place  of  the 
third  in  the  English  version.] 

p.  168,  1.  2.  "  made  distaunce."  A.-Lat.  contendehant.  The  English 
phrase  is  borrowed  from  the  French.      [Compare  p.  134,  1.  13.] 

p.  168, 1.  13.   ["  he  firste  :  "  read,  "  the  firste."] 

The  story  is  probably  of  Eastern  derivation.  In  the  Contes 
Tartares  of  Gueulette,  III.  157,  Utrecht  1737,  there  is  a  similar  one. 
See  also  the  French  fabliau  of  Lc  jugement  de  Salomon,  in  Barbasan, 
III.  440,  and  Le  Grand,  II.  4"29.  It  is  to  be  found  also  in  Brom- 
yard's Summa  Predicant iuni  v.  Filiatio,  F.  V.  17,  in  Herolt's  Prornp- 
tuarium  Exemplorum,  lit.  B.'  Ex.  ix ;  in  Felton's  Sermones,  MS.  Hai-1. 
4,  If.  256,  and  in  many  other  places.  See  Donee's  remarks,  II.  387. 
[In  the  A.-Lat.  MSS.  Harl.  2270,  5259,  cap.  1,  and  5369,  cap.  2,  is  a 
similar  tale,  which  is  transferred  to  W.  de  Worde's  edition,  No.  2. 
See  p.  430. 

In  Notes  and  Queries,  5th  Sen  VIII.  281,  a  version  of  this  tale 
is  quoted  by  Dr.  Sparrow  Simpson,  from  a  collection  of  MS.  Sermons 
written  about  the  beginning  of  the  seventeenth  century,  and  at  p. 
356  of  the  same  volume,  the  following  version  is  given  by  the  Rev, 
E.  Marshall  : 

"  In  Zuinger's  Theatrum  Vitce  Humance,  lib.  iv.  vol.  vii.  p.  1910, 
Basil.,  1586,  there  is  this — 

'  Satyrus,  Eumelus  et  Prytauis,  ParysadjB  Bosphori  Cimmerii  regis 
filii  (horum  enim  nomina  sequenti  seu  historias,  sen  fabulee,  quidani 
veluti  larvas  iuduxere),  de  regno  contendehant,  quod  sibi  virtute  et 
patris  defuncti  benevolentia  deberi  pro  se  quisque  asserebat.  Ario- 
pharnis  Thracum  regis  consilio  uti  patris  cadaver  e  sepiijchro  eruant, 
arbori  alligant,  arcu  conteudunt,  ut  qui  parentis  cor  sagitta  trans- 
fixisset  verus  regni  hseres  prfedicaretur.  Major  raediusque  natu 
directis  arcubus,  ille  quidera  guttur,  hie  vero  pectus  medium,  illasso 
adhuc  corde  transfigit.  Natu  minimus  Eumelus,  etsi  spes  adhuc 
scopum  attingendi  superesset,  crudelitatem  et  impietatem  tantam 
detestatus,  regno  se  patribus  cedere  malle  dixit,  quam  in  patris  cadaver 
impie  ssevire.  Hoc  audito  rex  ille  barbarus  dignum  esse  pr«dicavit, 
qui  solus  patri  in  regno  succederet  :  cum  et  virtute  et  paterna 
benevolentia  cseteris  duobus  se  superiorem  esse  hoc  ipso  manifestavit. 
Quin  etiam  fratribus  duobus  hoc  judicium  reprehendeutibus  Eumelum 
armis  suis  eo  usque  juvit,  quoad  Satyro  et  Prytani  interemptis  regno 
potitus  est.  Ne  exemplum  hoc  ahianoruv  esset,  nominibus  ex 
Diodoro  mutuatis  cohonestavimus,  qui  de  horum  fratrum  bellis  lib. 
XX.  fuse  tractat.' 

This  is  inserted  in  Beyerlinck's  Meignum  Theatrum  Vitce  Humana, 
torn.  iv.  p.  407,  A.  Lugd.  1665. 

Cornelius  a  Lapide,  in  his  Commentary  on  3  Kings,  iii.  25,  makes 
use  of  the  story  in  an  abridged  version,  and  subjoins  this  remark  : 
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'  Sed  Diodonis  prgeter  DOinina  Ariopliarnis  et  filiorum  regis 
Cimmeriorum  nil  tale  habet  ;  quare  mihi  id  ipsum  de  fide  liistorica 
suspectum  et  niythicuin  videtur.'  " 

This  story  is  also  the  subject  of  a  ballad,  probably  published  about 
tlie  beginning  of  the  seventeenth  century,  under  the  title  of  "  A 
Pleasant  History  of  a  Gentleman  in  Thracia,  which  had  four  sonnes, 
and  three  of  them  none  of  his  own :  shewing  how  miraculously  the 
true  heire  came  to  enjoy  his  inheritance." 

This  broadside  was  reprinted  in  1847  in  Mr.  Payne  Collier's  Booh 
of  Roxhurghe  Ballads. 

The  story  is  also  found  in  the  "  History  of  Friar  Bacon,"  in  Thom's 
Early  English  Prose  Romances,  I.  319,  and  in  the  Talmud  Baha 
Batra,  fol.  58,  translated  in  G.  Levi's  Parahole,  Leggendl  e  Pensieri, 
Firenze,  ISGl,  p.  264,  from  the  Talmudic  book  of  the  first  five  ages. 
In  the  Talmud  the  sons  do  not  shoot  at  the  corpse  of  their  father,  but 
Btrike  his  grave. 

Alexander  Neckam  gives  the  following  version  of  the  tale  in  his 
book  De  Naiuris  Rerum  : 

Cap.  clxxvi.  p.  313. 

De  adolescente  qui  nobilitate  animi  nobilitatem  generis 

decharavit. 

Erat  igitur  miles  strenuus,  relms  abundans,  maturi  pectoris, 
nobilitate  animi,  genus  geminans.  Qui  cum  in  multis  felices  haberet 
ad  vota  successus,  uxorem  duxit  nobilem  genere  sed  moribus 
ignobilem.  Prsetulit  enim  adulterinos  amplexus  amplexibus  mariti, 
et  reraissioris  vitse  turpibus  illecebris  corpus  exposuit.  Advertit 
auteni  miles  quod  uxor  ejus,  soluto  pudicitiae  frgeno,  per  campos 
licentise  discurreret  impudenter.  Sed  rem  dissimulans  altum  con- 
cepit  mente  dolorem.  Detentus  igitur  lecto  doloris,  accersiri  fecit  ad 
se  comitem  illustrem,  dominum  fundi,  cui  lacrimosis  qusestibus  et 
petitione  affectuosa  supplicavit,  ut  filium  suum  constitueret  haeredem. 
Mirari  csepit  tacitus  comes  quo  sermo  militis  tenderet,  eo  quod  duos 
milites  exercitatos  in  re  militari  filios  haberet  miles  pro  communi 
assertione,  et  adolesceutem  strenuum  nondum  cingulo  militari 
donatum.  Claiulente  igitur  milite  diem  supremum,  cadaver  emor- 
tuum  erigi  jnssit  comes,  exploraturum  se  asserens  quis  trium  paterna 
dignus  esset  hsereditate  ;  adjecitetiara  ilium  tanquam  haeredem  patri 
successurum  qui  in  cadavere  ibidem  suspenso  validissimum  ictura 
praeberet.  llilites  duo  praecepto  comitis  obtemperantes,  vibrantes 
hastas,  corpus  emortuum  vulneraverunt,  ictibus  robustissimis  ipsum 
perforantes  atrocissime.  Adolescens  autem  lanceam  quam  manu 
tenuit  abjecit,  oborto  imbre  lacrimarum,  protestans  se  tantum  facinus 
non  aggressurum  ;  sed  et  domino  suo  et  patribus  comminans  audacter, 
indignanter  recessit.  Qui  vix  tandem  revocatus  haereditatem  pater- 
nam  consecutus  est.] 
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XLTIT,  p.  170.  [This  story  begins  rather  differently  in  the  printed  Lat. 
Edi!.,  reminding  us  of  the  opening  of  Chaucer's  Clerke's  Tale:  the 
Emperor  is  said — diu  sine  uxore  vixisse.  Tandem  amid  venerunt  ad 
eum  el  dixerunt ;  Domlne,  honum  est  uxoreni  ducere  et  prolem  generare, 
quia  non  est  honum  sine  uxore  stare.  Tlie  Emperor  demurs,  says  that 
he  has  plenty  of  money  and  everything  else  that  he  wants,  and  is  in 
fact  very  well  as  he  is,  but  still  if  they  will  find  him  a  handsome 
and  clever  virgin  he  will  have  no  objection  to  complying  with  their 
wishes  :  Such  an  one  is  found,  and  the  Emperor  wishing  ejus  sapientiam 
experiri,  sends  her  the  piece  of  cloth.] 

p.  171,  1.  9.   "  pert."     A. -Lat.  cap.  51,  suhtilis. 

p.  171,  1.  11.    ["  iij.  ynchis."     Lat.  texts — ires  jJollices.'] 

p.  171, 1.  "20.  [•'  neuertheles  I  vndirtake  to  make,"  &c.  Printed  Lat. 
Edd. — verumptainen  michi  vas  concedat,  in  quo  operan  jjotero,  et 
catnisiam  satis  hmgam  ei  promitto.^ 

p.  171,  1.  24.  ['-honest."     Printed  Lat.  text — preciosum.'\ 

p.  172,  1.  5.   ["  power  of  the  fadir,"  &c.      See  note  to  p.  93,  1.  1.] 

p.  172,  1.  18.  [The  printed  Lat.  Edd.  end  thus — Hec  videns  pater 
celestis  earn  reginam  in  celo  coronavit,  tibi  pro  nobis  interpellat  (suum 
filium),  et  Jilius  patreni,  juxta  verbum  heati  Bernardi  :  0  homo, 
securum  accessum  habes  ad  deum,  &c.] 
XLIV.  p.  172,  1.  2  from  bottom.  [The  text  has  been  amended  in 
accordance  with  the  A. -Lat.  text,  cap.  52,  which  reads — oculis 
hominum.^ 

p.  173,  1.  22.  Here  is  evidently  some  corruption.  The  A.-Lat. 
in  Harl.  2270  has  it — vegetare  cum  jjlantis,  sentire  cum  animalibus ; 
and  Harl.  5259 — crescere  cum  arboribus,  sentire  cum  animalibus,  &c. 
Compare  p.  363,  1.  18. 

p.  173,1.  28.  "  that  alle  men  in  the  worlde,"  &c.  A.-Lat. — infantum 
quod  omnes  demones  non  possent  facere  hominem  peccare  si  sola  voluntas 
resisteret. 

[In  the  printed  Lat.  Edd.  (cap.  75),  the  reasons  assigned  in  the 
English  Version  by  the  first  and  third  daughters  for  not  marrying  a 
second  time  are  given  to  the  third,  those  of  the  second  to  the  first, 
while  the  second  in  the  Latin  Version  assigns  as  her  reason — si 
virum  alium  acciperem,  recijjerem  eum  aut  propter  divicias  aut  fortitu- 
dinem  aut  pulchritudinem  ;  non  propter  divicias,  quia  habundo;  non 
propter  fortiludinem,  quia  aniicos  haheo  qui  me  defendent ;  non 
propter  pulchritudinem,  quia  viichi  videbaiur  quod  vir  meus  omnium 
erat  pulckrior  in  universo  mundo  ;  quare  concludo,  quod  nullo  rnodo 
virum  alium  aecipere  volo.  Chapter  78  in  the  printed  Lat.  Edd.  is  of 
a  similar  character,  but  differs  in  details,  there  being  only  one 
widow.] 
XLV.  p.  174,  1.  13.  ["  Enpridide."  MS.  corrected  in  accordance  with 
the  A.-Lat.  cap.  53,  which  reads — ne  nimis  suj)erhiret.'\ 

p.  174,  1.  2  from  bottom.  ["  Amasius."  Tiie  translator  has  here 
mistaken  the  Latin  term  amasius  (a  lover,  gallant)  for  a  proper  name. 
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A  similar  mistake  occurs  in  the  next  tale,  p.  182,  1.  23,  where  the 
Addit.  and  Cambridge  MSS.  give  the  name  of  the  woman  as  "  Amasie." 
Lat.  amasia.^ 

p.  175,  1.  8.  ["My  felowe  for  his  sothe  sawe,"  &c.  '  Printed  Lat. 
Edd. — Socius  metis  mortuus  est  i^ro  veritate  et  ego  paratus  sum  mori 
pro  ejus  veritate.^ 

p.  175,  1.  16.  "  vville."  The  rhythm  here  evidently  requires  that 
we  should  read  tlioiote.  It  is  worthy  of  notice,  that  all  the  three 
speeches  attributed  to  the  cocks  occur  in  the  A. -Lat.  MSS.,  a  con- 
vincing proof,  were  any  such  required,  of  that  text  having  been 
compiled  by  a  native  of  England.  In  the  third  instance,  MS.  Harl. 
2270,  reads.  See  and  here,  and  holde  the  stylle,  than  7ny^t  thou  lyue  and 
haue  thy  wylle,  [with  which,  it  will  be  seen,  the  English  version  in 
MS.  Addit.  9066  agrees,  with  a  slight  variation.  Printed  Lat.  Edd. — 
Audi,  vide,  face,  si  vis  vivere  in  2Xice.'\ 

p.  176,  1.  5.  ["  iiij.  worshipis."  In  the  printed  Lat.  Edd.  cap.  30, 
triplex  honor,  the  third  and  fourth  being  treated  as  one.] 

p.  176, 1.  13.  ["iiij  hevinessis."  Printed  Lat.  Edd. — triplicem  molest- 
iam  oxiortehat  ilium  sustinere.  Prima  est,  quod  cum  eo ponebatur  in  curru 
quidam  servilis  condicionis,  ut  daretur  spes  cuilihet  qiiantumcunque 
vilis  condicionis  pervenire  ad  talem  honorem  si  p)rohitas  mereretur. 
Secwnda  molestia  erat,  quod  iste  servus  eum  colaphizahat,  ne  nimis 
superhiret,  et  dicehat :  Nosce  te  ipsum  et  noli  superbire  de  tanto  honore  ! 
Respice  post  te  et  hominem  te  esse  memento  !  Tercia  molestia  erat 
quod  ilia  die  licebat  cuilibet  dicere  in  personam  triumphantis  quicquid 
vellet,  scilicet  omnia  obprobria  victori.'\ 

p.    177,  1.    12.   "  the  Philosophir."      Aristotle   is,   apparently,  the 
authority  thus  referred  to.      That  hell  was  in  the  centre  of  the  earth, 
was  a  part  of  the  old  mundane  s^'stera  in  the  middle  ages. 
[So  Hampole,  Priche  of  Conscience,  6441 — 6450  : 

"  Som  clerkes  says,  als  ]>q  buk  hers  witnes, 
j^at  helle  even  in  myddes  j^e  erthe  es : 
For  alle  erthe  by  skille  may  likend  be 
Til  a  rounde  appel  of  a  tre 
Jiat  even  in  myddes  has  a  colke, 
And  swa  it  may  be  tille  an  egge  yholke  ; 
For  als  a  dalk  es  even  Imydward 
jje  j'bolke  of  J^e  egge  when  it  es  hard, 
Eyght  swa  es  belle  pitte,  als  clerkes  telles, 
Tmyddes  \>e  erthe  and  uowewhar  elles." 
See  also  the  3Iyrroure  of  Our  Ladye,  E.  E.  T.  S.,  ed.  Blunt,  p.  305,  1. 
9,  and  the  editor's  note  at  p.  357.] 

p.  178,  1.  8.  "  and  the  more  harme  is."  A. -Lat. — ve  talibus  in  die 
judicii ! 

Two  stories  of  the  printed  Lat.  Edd.,  viz.  Capp.  30  and  68,  are  here 
blended  into  one.  The  iirst  contains  the  tale  of  the  four  [three] 
honours  and  four  [three]  disgraces,  while  the  second  has  tlie  story  of 
the  cocks. 
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XLVI.  p.  182,  1.  G.  ["felicia."     See  note  on  p.  174,1.  2  from  bottou).] 

p.  184,  ].  1.  "to  make  [grete  sorow]."    A.-Lat. — dolorem  ostendere. 

p.  188,  1.  3.  ["  sliirte."  A.-Lat.  and  printed  Lat.  Edd. — (jremiuni. 
Compare  MS.  Addit.  "  skirtlie,"  and  p.  334,  II.  3,  G,  and  see 
Glossary.] 

p.  188,  I.  15.   "a  certeyne  [paths]."     A.-Lat. — per  quandam  vlam. 

p.  190,  1.  15.  "  alle  in  a  niorow  reysid  jjere."  A.-Lat. — et  onmes 
Jiora  vespertina  appllcuerunt^  with  wliicli  ]\IS.  Addit.  agrees. 

p.  191,  1.  5.  [Tliere  is  an  omission  here  which  creates  some 
obscurity,  but  is  cleared  up  by  the  reading  of  MS.  Addit.  wliich 
agrees  with  the  A.-Lat.  text — propter  temporis  diuturnitatem. 
Amasia  vero  ejus  crcdchant  eum  a  bestiis  devo7'a'aiin.'\ 

p.  193,  1.  1.  Compare  the  passage  in  the  Addit.  MS.  which  follows 
the  A.-Lat.  text. 

p.  193,  1.  2.  "  likenesse."     Perhaps  we  should  read  "  sikenesse." 

p.  193,  1.  11.  "  aungels."  A.-Lat. — angell  mali  cccideruat,  firmiter 
alii  Deo  adhesenint.      Et  sunt  covfirmati,  quod  peccare  non  possent. 

p.  193,  1.  18.  "  with-oute  eny  twartynge."  A.-Lat. — sine  ohliqui- 
iate. 

p.  194,  1.  17.  A  few  words  after  "  translatide,"  are  omitted  in  the 
MS.,  which  are  however  supplied  by  the  Addit.  MS.  and  the  A.-Lat. 
text. 

This  story  has  been  borrowed  by  Occleve,  who  has  framed  a  poem 
on  it  [MS.  Reg.  17  D.  vi.  1.  135  i.]  (accompanied  by  a  prose  moral- 
isutiou)  which,  with  some  omissions,  was  published  by  William 
Browne  in  his  "  Shepheard's  Pipe,"  1614.  It  is  probable  the  nctiou 
came  originally  from  the  East,  as  traces  of  resemblance  are  to  be 
found  in  the  Arabian  Nights.  It  also  presents  perhaps  one  of  the 
oldest  forms  of  the  popular  story  of  Fortunatus,  respecting  whicli  see 
Douce,  Illustrations,  II.  391  ;  Grinnn's  Haus-Mdrchen,  II.  172,  and 
III.  2U9,  213,  and  Gorres,  Ttutschen  Volkshiichcr,  pp.  71 — 82. 
XLVII.   p.  197,  I.  14.   ["  halfe  my  soule."     See  note  to  p.  1.^0,  1.  10.] 

p.  198,  1.  11,  "  [This  is]  he,"  &c.  A.-Lat.  cap.  55. — Hec  est  mors 
et  vita  mea. 

p.  204,  1.  4.  ["  shapin  and  formid  in  the  felde  of  Damaske."  It 
was  generally  believed  that  the  scene  of  the  creation  was  in  a  held 
whereupon  afterwards  was  built  the  city  of  Damascus.  Thus  Peter 
Comestor,  Historia  Scholustica,  ed.  1526,  fol..  vii.  says — Quasi 
quereret  aliquis,  Remansit  homo  in  loco  vhi  /actus  est,  in  acjro  scilicet 
d'unasceno  ?  Non.  Vbi  ergo  translatus  Cbt  ?  In  paradisum.  Lydg.ite, 
Fall  of  Pnnces  (fol.  a.  6),  has — 

"  Of  slyme  of  the  erthe,  in  damascene  thefeclde 
God  made  theym  aboue  eche  creature." 

So  also  Chaucer,  Monhes  Tale,  3197 — 

"  Lo  Adam,  in  the  f  tide  of  Damn xcene 
With  goddes  owen  fiuger  wrought  was  he." 

See  also  Maundeville's  Travels,  c'  apt.  xv.] 
GESTA.  31 
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p.  204,  1.  9.  The  MS.  which  is  here  corrupt  Is  corrected  by  tlie 
Addit.  MS.  9066,  which  agrees  with  tlie  reading  of  the  A.-Lat.  text. 

In  the  Latin  printed  Edd.  this  tale  is  avowedly  taken  from  Petrns 
Alphonsns,  to  whom  also  the  French  fahlieurs  are  indebted,  and,  at  a 
later  period,  Boccaccio,  whose  well-known  narrative  of  Tito  and 
Gisippo,  Decameron,  x.  8,  became  so  popular  throughout  Europe.  To 
the  A.-Lat.  Gesta,  in  all  probability,  Lydgate  was  indebted  for  his 
version  of  the  story,  entitled  Fahula  duorum  mercalomm,  de  et  siqwr 
Gestis  Romanorum,  MS.  Harl.  2251,  If.  56.  Compare  the  Eastern 
stories  in  Cardonne's  Melanges  de  litterat.  Orient.  I.  1  (Valerius 
Maximus,  lib.  iv.  cap.  7),  and  Scott's  Talcs  from  the  Persian,  &c.,  p. 
253,  ed.  1800  :  and  for  numerous  references  to  later  imitators,  consult 
Le  Grand,  IH.  230  ;  Warton  [ed.  Hazlitt,  L  285  ;  Dunlop,  IL  345,  &c. , 
and  Cent.  Nouvelles  Nouvelles,  Y.  nouv.  28]. 
XLVIII.  p.  206, 1.  1.  ["Dolfinus."  Printed  Lat.  Edd.— CoH)m7i;s.  In 
this  version  the  forester  becomes  an  earl — Lenimldiis  nomine  qui, 
tram  regis  nietuens,  cum  uxore  sua  in  silvam  fugiens,  in  quodam  tre- 
gurio  latetahat.'\ 

p.  206,  1.  14.  The  edition  of  W.  de  Worde,  No.  42,  has  here  an 
explanatory  passage  not  in  the  A.-Lat.  text. — "  In  that  tyme  as  it 
bcfelle,  the  fosters  wyfe  was  traneylynge  of  chylde  in  another  chambre 
by,  and  was  delyuered  that  same  nyght  of  a  fayre  son." 

p.  207,  1.  12.  ["  a  childe  is  borne,"  &c.  Printed  Lat.  Edd. — Jug 
puer  primogenitus  gener  tuus  erit^ 

p.  207,  1.  13.  ["  whenne  pe  Emperour,"  &c.  to  "  take  the  childe  to 
hem  "  (p.  208,  1.  16).      Omitted  in  the  printed  Lat.  Edd.] 

p.  207,  1.  17.  "  Gode  save  it."  Instead  of  this  blessing  the  A.- 
Lat.  cap.  56,  has — At  ille,  '•  Eciam,  domine,  uxor  mea  j^fpf^it.^  Ait 
imperator,  '■  Ostende  mihi puerum.''  Et  ita  factum  est;  with  which  the 
Addit.  MS.  and  W.  de  Worde's  edition  agree. 

p.  210,  1.  4.   ["  a  yonge  pigge."     Printed  Lat.  Edd. — Ze^jore???.] 

p.  211,  1.  10.   "xiiij."     A.-Lat.~tresdeclm.     W.  de  Worde,  "  xv," 

p.  212,  1.  9.  A  passage  is  here  missing,  as  shown  by  the  A.-Lat. 
text,  which  is  supplied  by  the  version  in  MS.  Addit.  9066,  and  W. 
de  Worde's  ed. 

p.  213,  1.  9.  ["  the  castelle  of  a  kny3t."  Printed  Lat.  Edd. — in 
quandam  ecclesiam.^ 

p.  214,  1.  17.  ["  weddid  the  damsell."  In  the  printed  Lat.  Edd.  we 
are  told — nupcic  Aquisgrani  celehrate  sunt.'\ 

p.  218,  1.  5.  "  The  first  voyse  shalle  be  in  the  day  of  dome."  This 
passage  stands  thus  in  MS.  Harl.  5259,  and  MS.  Harl.  2270  pr.  m.  ; 
but  in  the  latter  a  second  hand  has  inserted  ignis.  The  true  reading 
is  preserved  in  MS.  Harl.  5369 — Prima  vox  contra  2Kccatorem  in  d  e 
judicii  est  caslum,  which  is  followed  by  MS.  Addit.  9066.  In  W.  de 
Worde's  edition  the  whole  of  the  Morality  from  this  paragraph  is 
omitted. 

p.  218,  1.  9.  There  is  here  an  additional  sentence  in  the  A. -Lat. 
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text : — Altcmo  iihi  opera,  et  varietates  diversas  ieniporis  solacinm  tibi 
preheo.     It  is  not  in  Harl.  5369  [nor  the  printed  Lat.  editions.] 

p.  219,  1.  9.  "  he  ledithe  [her  to]  the  empire,"  A.-Lat. — et  sic 
ijpsam  ad  imperium  celeste  ducit. 

Mr.  Conybeare,  in  a  pencil  note  on  the  margin  of  MS.  Addit.  90GG, 
conjectured  this  story  to  be  of  Oriental  origin,  and  his  conjecture  is 
confirmed  by  the  Melanges  de  Utter.  Orient.,  II.  76,  and  the  Contes 
Turcs  of  Gallaud,  1707. 

It  is  told  in  the  Golden  Legend,  fol.  ccclxxxxvii.b.  under  the  Life 
of  Pope  Pelagian.  In  the  Lat.  Edd.  cap.  20,  the  fiction  assumes  an 
historical  character.  See  Grimm's  Deutsche  Sagen,  II.  480,  and 
Haus-llarchen,  III.  373.  [In  1G50  was  published  a  book  with  the 
title,  "  Pocula  Castalia,"  by  R[obert]  B[aron],  gen.,  one  of  the  poems 
in  which,  entitled  Tvxr]<r(j)a~ipa,  or  "  Fortune's  Tennis-Bali,"  is  founded 
on  this  tale.] 
XLIX.  p.  219.   "Damascenns."     W.  de  Worde,  "  Sauracinus. 

p.  219,  1.  1  from  bottom.  "  Pompeius."  W.  de  Worde,  <'Pon- 
cianus." 

p.  220,  1.  10.   ["  bordell."     Print.  Lat.— flf7«7/mo.]        . 

p.  220,  1.  129.   ["  afterward."    Printed  Lat.  Edd.—^mst  mensem.'] 

p.  221,  1.  3.  "  anoone  he  caste  of,'' &c.  In  W.  de  Woi'de,  "and 
anone  he  vnclothed  hym  silfe  naked,  save  his  breche^  "  and  so  in  the 
A.-Lat.  text. 

p.  221,  1.  10.  "  benefice  of  [the  law]."  A.-Lat.  —  leneficium 
leg  is. 

p.  221,1.  14.  "an  hie  voyse,"  &c.  The  A.-Lat.  [and  printed  Lat. 
Edd.]  add  what  is  here  omitted,  ctijus  clamorem  audivit  miles,  .soil. 
dominus  noster,  &c.,  with  which  agrees  W.  de  Worde. 

p.  222,  1.  22.  ■"  Isaye."  So  also  in  the  A.-Lat.  and  printed  Lat. 
Edd.,  but  the  passage  referred  to  is  in  Jeremiah  xlvi.  12. 

p.  223,  1.  5.  "  the  gospelle."  It  is  in  Revelat.  iii.  20. 

p.   223,  1.   15.   "Holye  writ."     In  W.    de  Worde,  "the  prophet 
Isaye."     The  passage  really  does  occur  in  Lamentations  i.  12. 
L.  p.  224,  1.  1.  ["to  age."     Printed  Lat.  Edd. — ad  etatem  legitimam.] 

p.  224,  1.  14.  The  MS.  is  here  faulty,  and  has  been  corrected  by  the 
A.-Lat.  text,  cap.  58.  Cur  paras  mild  mortem  ?  In  deliciis  nutricl 
te,  et  omnia  mea  tua  sunt.  W^ith  this  agrees  MS.  Addit.  9066,  and, 
with  a  slight  verbal  variation,  the  printed  Lat.  Edd.  cap.  9. 

p.  225,  ].  9.  ["  kiste  him."  Tlie  printed  Lat.  Edd.  are  much 
fuller — oscidatus  est  eum  et  ait:  o  fili  dileclissime,  ammodo  nonpecccs, 
esto  micld  fidelis  filius,  et  ero  tibi  graciosus  pater.  Et  hoc  dicto  induit 
eum  vestimcntis  preciosis,  et  eum  secum  ad  domum  duxit  et  magnum 
convivium  satrapis  imperii  fecit.  Post  hec  per  ^kiucos  dies  vixit  et  vitam 
in ijace  finivit,  filius  vero  regnum  obtinuit,  et  satis  prudenter  regebat.  In 
fine  vero  vite  ejus  cum  mori  dcberet,  vexillum  per  totum  imperium portari 
fecit  et  omnibus  ostendit,  in  quo  scriplum  erat :  omnia  transiunt  preter 
amare  deum.] 
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p.  226,  1.  3.  The  passage  here  quoted  is  partly  taken  from  Canticles 
vi.  12,  and  partly  from  Jeremiah  iii.  1. 

p.  226,  1.  12.  John  xix.  11. 

The  original  of  this  story  may  be  found  in  Valerius  Maximus,  lib. 
V.  cap.  9,  and  is  quoted  by  John  Felton,  the  author  of  the  Sermons 
in  MS.  Harl.  5396,  pt.  2,  Sermon  28. 
LI.  p.   227,    1.    11.   "  ouer  his  hede."     A.-Lat. — ultra  caput  lecti,  with 
which  the  Cambridge  MS.  agrees. 

p.  228,  1.  6.  "  Yf  hope  were  not,  herte  shulde  breke."  In  Brom- 
yard's Summa  Predicant,  fol.  1484,  I  find  the  following  illustration  of 
tliis  satv  :  "  Qualis  autem  tunc  erit  cordi  dolor,  patet  in  parte  per  hoc 
quod  modo  communiter  dicitur,  quando  quis  dura  patitur,  Si  sjies  non 
csset,  cor  frangcretur.  Fert  de  quodam  magno,  qui  tali  verbo  a 
quodam  fatuo  coram  eo  dicto,  ad  magnam  compunctionera  de  peccatis 
suis  conversus  est.  Cum  enim  audiente  fatuo  quidam  diceret,  Si  sj^es 
ownesset,  corfrangeretur,  adjecit  fatuus,  'qualis  ergo  pena  erit,  ubi  nee 
spes  est  de  liberatione  nee  cor  frangi  potest  ; '  quod  dominus  audiens, 
suspirans  ait,  '  y  poyse  nioy,  quod  audivi  istud  verbum  a  stulto.'" 
V.  Damjiatio,  D.  i.  13. 

[A  still  earlier  instance  occurs  in  Ilampole,  Priclce  of  Conscience, 
ed.  Morris,  II.  7251—7266. 

"  In  hell,  he  says,  es  na  redempcyoune 
Thurgh  na  help  of  frende;  for  na  devocyone 
Of  prayer,  ne  almusdede,  ne  messe, 
May  fjarn  helpe,  ne  f^air  payn  mak  les. 
A  strange  payn  salk  {jIs  be  in  helle 
Evermare  )7us  in  despayre  to  dwells, 
With  outen  hope  of  recouverere. 
\>\&  passes  alle  ^e  payns  of  j^is  lyfe  here. 
For  here  has  na  man  payn  swa  Strang, 
Jjat  he  ne  has  som  tyme  hope  omang 
Outher  of  remedy  {pat  men  may  kast, 
Or  \>a,t  it  salle  end  and  noght  ay  last  ; 
Elles  suld  ]>e  hert,  thm-gh  sorow  and  care, 
Ouer-tyte  fayle,  warn  som  hope  ware  ; 
Ffor  in  sorow  here  hope  comfortes  best, 
And  men  says,  mam  hope  Kcire  it  suld  brest.'] 

In  the  printed  Lat.  Edd.  cap.  10,  this  story  is  told  differently.  Tlie 
Emperor,  who  is  named  Vespasianus,  causes  two  rings  to  be  made, 
one  of  which  bears  an  image  of  memory,  the  other  of  oblivion,  and 
the  latter  when  given  to  his  wife  causes  her  to  forget  him.  It  is  not 
a  little  remarkable  that  the  same  story  is  quoted  in  Petrus  Berchorius, 
Recluct.  Moral,  lib.  xiv.  cap.  71,  p.  279,  ed.  of  1G31,  and  is  perhaps 
taken  from  Petrus  Comestor's  Historica  ScJiolastica,  Exod.  cap.  vi., 
from  which  it  is  quoted  by  Vincent  de  Beauvais,  S2KC.  Hist.  lib.  II. 
cap.  2.  It  appears  evidently  to  have  been  a  Rabbinical  tradition  told 
of  Moses  after  his  marriage  with  the  daughter  of  the  kingof  Etlu'opia. 
Joscphus  is  given  as  the  authority,  but  although  that  historian  men- 
tions  the   marriage   of    Moaes    to    Tharbis,   the   Ethiopian    princess 
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(Anliq.  JtuJ.  II.   10),  yet  lie   Is  silent  as  to   any  other  part  of  the 
story, 
III.    p.    230.     "  Protheus."      Harl.    2270,    cap.    (30,  reads    incorrectly, 
Dronicus  ;  llarl.  5259,  Drocheus,   and  Harl.   31.32,   Dorotheus,  which 
is  correct,  and  agrees  with  the  printed  Lat.  Edd.  cap.  14. 

p.  231,  1.  20.  ["thow  art  my  love  and  my  solas."  Printed  Lat. 
Edd. — iu  es  unicus  filius  mens  et  gaudium  et  dimidlum  anima  mee.  See 
note  to  chapt.  xxxiii.  p.  130,  1.  10.] 

p.  231,  1.  24.    "  [Thow]  hadde  lever."      A.-Lat. — malles  tu  quam. 

p.  231,  1.  31.  "  Showe  wot  wel,"  &c.  A.-Lat. — Et  ilia,  Bene  iibi 
constat,  et  pra;cipue  mihi,  &c. 

p.  232,  1.  21.    [The  reference  seems  really  to  be  to  Malachi  ii.  10.] 

p.  232,  1.  29.  "  the  Apostle  ad  Hehreos."  The  same  reference  is 
given  in  the  A.-Lat.  MSS.  and  the  printed  Lat.  text,  but  no  such 
passage  is  to  be  found  in  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews.  It  may  perhaps 
be  taken  from  the  Gloss. 
LIII.  p.  233,  1.  23.  "  XX.  yere."  W.  de  Worde,  No.  24,  reads,  "  x.  yere," 
and  so  Lat.  printed  Edd.  cap.  112. 

p.  233,  1.  27.  ["  presaunce."  More  correctly,  perhaps,  plesaunce, 
as  in  the  A.-Lat.  and  W.  de  Worde's  edit,  which  reads,  "  for  to 
please  his  wyfe."] 

p.  233,  1.  33.  "  and  saw  his  vryne."  W.  de  Worde,  "  and  groped 
his  pouces  and  his  vaynes." 

p.  234,  1.  2.  "  hade  grete  mystir."  A.-Lat.  desperahant,  [Printed 
Lat.  Edd. — omnes  earn  ad  moi'tem  judicahantP^ 

p.  234,  1.  10.  "  and  thenne  whenne,"  &c.  to  "  comforted  the."  This 
paragraph  is  omitted  in  the  A.-Lat.  MSS.,  in  W.  de  Worde,  and  in 
the  printed  Lat.  Editions. 

p.  234,  1.  12.  ["  my  presence  was  and  is,"  Sic.  Printed  Lat.  Edd. — 
noverca  mea,  quando  me  videt,  gravatur ;  si  loquor,  incenditur  dolor ; 
si  tangam  earn,  extra  se  ipsam  rapitur  ;  et  ideo  nichil  magis  expedit 
egris  curandis  nisi  dare  eis  quod  volant  et  quod  desiderant,  and  so  the 
A.-Lat.  text.]  In  W.  de  Worde  it  reads  thus  :  "  But  whan  my  step- 
moder  sawe  me,  she  swelled  for  anger,  and  waxed  euyll  at  ease,  and 
therfore  yf  I  sholde  speke  to  her,  her  sorowe  wolde  encrease,  and  yf 
I  touche  her,  she  wolde  be  frome  her  sell." 

p.  234,  1.  13.   "  entermete."     W.  de  Worde,  "  medell  with." 

p.  234,  1.  22.  [The  printed  Lat.  Edd.  add — Et  sic  per  tales 
allegacioncs  filius  evasit  et  noverca  defuncta  cst.'\ 

p.  235,  1.  1.  "  Ande  therefor  "  to  "  his  dethe."  Omitted  in  W\  de 
Worde.  In  the  A.-Lat.  text  the  passage  is  rather  fuller,  [while  the 
Moralisation  in  the  printed  Lat.  Edd.  is  altogether  different.] 

p.  235,  1.  5.   "  [no]  trayne."     A.-Lat. — non  invenltur  vestigium. 
LIV.  p.  136,  1.  2.    There  is  some  obscurity  here,  owing  to  an  omission 
of  the  scribe.    In  the  A.-Lat.  cap.  62,  we  read — Et  Cornelius  superalus 
est,  et  graviter  vulneratus  est.    Alius  vero  miles  slinill  modo  vulneratus 
est,  sal  victoriam  ohtinult,  &c. 
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The  catastrophe  is   the  same  in  the  printed  Lat.  Edd.  cap.  113. 
Swan  is  mistaken  in  saying  tliis  story  corresponds  witli  cap.  66  of  the 
Lat.  Edd.      The  corresponding  story  to  cap.  66,  is  No.  IX.  above. 
LV.  p.  237,  1.  4.  "Ch'podius."     Harl.  MS.  5369,  cap.  20,  Lipodius,  and 
so  W.  de  Worde.      [Printed  Lat.  Edd.  Pqjpinus.'^ 

p.  237,  1.  28.   ["  what  dude  she oper."     Omitted  in  the 

printed  Lat.  Edd.] 

p.  238,  1.  18.  "  chosene  creatures  and  wickid  creatours."     Electi  et 
reprohi;'  Harl.  MS.  5369,  and  printed  Lat.  Edd.  cap.  116. 
LVI.    p.   238.      "Polemius."      W.   de    Worde,    cap.    21,    "  Pelennus," 
corrupted  from  Harl.  6369,  Pollenius."     Lat.   printed  Edd.  cap.  91, 
PoUnius. 

p.  239,  1.  6.   ["  fote."     Printed  Lat.  Edd.  crura.] 

p.  239,  1.  13.  The  text  is  corrupt,  but  may  be  corrected  from  W.  de 
Worde:  "I  lye  vpryght  in  my  bedde,  and  there  droppeth  water 
vpon  bothe  myne  eyen,  and  for  the  grete  slowtli  that  I  haue,"  &c. 
So  also  the  A.-Lat.  MSS.  [and  printed  Lat.  Edd. — dum  supernus  in 
lecto  jaceo  et  gutte  aque  ])ropter  magnam  pigriciam  super  caput  et  super 
utritmqiie  oculum  cadiint,  &c.] 

This  story  is  quoted,  together  with  the  IMoralite,  in  Holkot's 
Moralitates,  cap.  47,  MS.  Reg.  6,  E.  IIL  If.  228J. ;  in  Bromyard's 
Summa  Predkantium  v.  Accidia,  A.  VIII.  17,  and  in  Felton's  Sermones, 
MS.  Harl.  4,  If.  49b.  ;  and  a  similar  story  occurs  in  Grimm's  Haus- 
Mdrchen,  II.  274,  taken  from  Pauli's  work,  entitled  Schimpf  und  Ernst, 
cap.  243.  See  his  notes.  III.  244,  for  additional  references.  It  may 
also  be  noticed  that  in  the  early  edition  of  the  Fables  of  ^sop,  Avian, 
&c.,  printed  by  Sorg  at  Augsburg,  s.  a.  among  the  Extravagantes, 
fab.  13,  is  a  story,  the  latter  part  of  which  resembles  the  present,  of  a 
man  who  gave  a  mill  to  the  most  slothful  of  his  three  sons. 
LVII.  p.  240,  1.  7.  "  howe  that."     A.-Lat.  cap.  65,  quomodo. 

In  one  of  the  stories  in  the  Notte  Piacevoli  of  Straparola,  IV.  3,  fol. 
120b.  ed.  Venet.  1586,  a  similar  measure  is  adopted  to  kill  the  dragon 
who  guards  the  singing  apple.  [Compare  No.  CXLV.  in  the  Appendix 
to  this  volume.] 
LVIII.  p.  241,  1.  26.  [''  they  too  yede  to-geder  in  pilgrimage,"  &c. 
Printed  Lat.  Edd. — amho  ad  quoddam  helium  pcrrexevunt  et  nullum 
helium  erat  commissum,  &c.] 

p.  242, 1.  5.  The  reason  given  for  the  death  of  the  second  is  omitted. 
A.-Lat.  cap.  66,  gives— quia  causa  mortis  commiUtonis  fuisti,  wliich 
are  the  very  words  used  by  Seneca  in  telling  the  same  story  of  Cneius 
Piso,  De  Ira,  lib.  I.  cap.  16,  opp.  p.  504,  ed.  Paris  1619.  Chaucer  has 
introduced  the  same  story  from  Seneca  into  his  "Sompnoures  Tale." 
LIX.  p.  242,  last  line.  "  fon."  A.-Lat.  cap.  67,  slultam.  [Printed  Lat. 
Edd.- — non  prudentein^\ 

p.  243,  11.  1,  17,  27.  The  confusion  of  genders  here  is  remarkable. 
See  a  similar  instance  in  No.  VII.  p.  17,  11.  23,  26,  [and  in  W.  de 
Worde,  No.  III.  p.  435,  11.  26,  29.] 
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p.  243,  1.  5.  ["  he  liarde  a  voyse,"  &c.  Printed  Lat.  Edd.—  sicut 
quondam  asine  Balacun,  &c.] 

p.  243,  1.  23.  ["the  whiche  lakyn."]  My  authority  for  this 
emendation  is  the  A.-Lat.  text,  which  reads — qui  indigent  omni  die 
lacte."  In  the  Lat.  Edd.,  tlie  I'eason  given  by  the  wife  for  the 
serpent's  destruction  is  the  acquisition  of  the  treasure  amassed  in  the 
reptile's  hole  ;  a  belief  found  in  the  popular  mythology  both  of  the 
Eastern  and  Northern  nations. 

This  story  occurs  in  the  Latin  iEsop,  and  a  similar  one  in  Marie 
de  France,  fab.  Ixxv.  vol.  IL  p.  315,  8vo.  1820.  See  Swan's  Gesta, 
II.  454,  and  Le  Grand,  IV.  389.  In  Grimm's  Haus-Mdrchen  are 
several  tales  belonging  to  this  class  of  fictions,  II.  102,  and  hereto 
must  also  be  referred  the  Swiss  legend  of  the  Snake-king,  in  the 
Deutsche  Sagen,  I.  302,  Svo.  1816. 
LX.  p.  248,  ].  9.  "  Now  whenne  the  Emperour,"  &c.  What  here 
follows  presents  a  remarkable  and  unusual  instance  of  the  English 
translator's  departure  from  his  original  text,  A.-Lat.  cap.  68,  wliich 
latter  is  correctly  represented  in  the  edition  of  W.  de  Worde,  No.  23. 
.  "  Wlian  the  Emperour  with  his  lyon  was  brought  in,  y*  lyon  auone, 
without  ony  comforte  or  settynge  on,  ranne  vpon  the  yonge  knyght 
that  was  but  newely  weddede,  and  slewe  hym,  and  whan  he  had  soo 
done,  he  ran  vpon  thempresse,  and  deuoured  her  to  the  harde  bones, 
before  all  the  lordes  of  the  erapyre." 

p.  249,  1.  11.  The  mention  of  the  Saijit  is  omitted  in  W.  de 
Worde. 

p.  249,  1.  25.  "the  Prophete."     The  quotation  is  in  Psalm  xci.  15, 
.  16.     The  mistake  is  probably  owing  to  the  transcriber,  [perhaps  we 
should  read,   as  in   p.  292,   1.    1,  where  tiie   same  verse   is  quoted, 
"  dauid  })e  prophete."] 

The  incident  of  the  grateful  lion  was  appropriated  at  an  early 
period  by  tlie  French  romancers,  and  thence  transferred  into  tlie 
English  romance  of  Ywaine  and  Gawain.  See  Ritson,  Hfeir.  Romances, 
Vol.  I.,  and  also  Felton's  Serniones,  MS.  Ilarl.  4,  leaf  31,  and  the  Liber 
Fcstivalis,  leaf  xxxi.  ed.  1496.  [See  an  abbreviated  version  of  this 
tale  in  No.  CCXVI.  in  the  Appendix.] 
LXI.  p.  250,  1.  2.   "  Eufemius."     A.-Lat.  cap.  69 — Eufemianus. 

p.  250,  1.  13.   "  [God]  wot."     A.-Lat.  novit  Dominus. 

p.  250,  1.  18.   [See  note  to  chapt.  xxii.  p.  72,  1.  20.] 

p.  250,  1.  33.  "  so  longe."  Printed  Lat.  Edd. — circa  dimidium 
annum.^ 

p.  251,1.  12.  ["her  two  myle  hens,"  &:c.  Printed  Lat.  Edd. — 
hie  prope  est  unus  miles  senex  consiliarius  patvis  nosti,  de  ciijus  consilio 
p)ater  nosier  semper  est  opjeratus.  Vocetur  tile  et  sub  siylllo  confessionis 
omnia  ei  dicemus.l^ 

p.  251,  1.  24.  ["lordes  and  cheveteynis."  Printed  Lat.  Edd. 
satrajjus.^ 

p.  252,  ],  28.  "  a  ler  tonne."     A.-Lat.  dolium  vacuum. 
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p.  253,  I.  5.  ["  purpur  and  bisse."  Printed  Lat.  Edd. — cum 
pannis  sericis  ac  deauralls.~\ 

p.  253,  1.  11.  ["plesaunce  of  the  lady."  Here  the  printed  Lat. 
Edd.  add — cum  dolium  2»'oJectum  in  mari  fuisset  miles  tamdiu  juxta 
mare  sieiit,  quamdiu  dolium  natare  videret.^ 

p.  254,  I.  31.  ["  a  grete  Duke."  Printed  Lat.  Edd. — quidain  dux 
Burgumlie.^ 

p.  255,  1.  10.  ["  It  come  to  a  certen  citee,"  &c.  The  version  in 
the  printed  Lat.  Edd.  is  ratlier  different.  According  to  it  the  vessel 
containing  the  child  is  carried  by  the  sea  near  the  walls  of  a  certain 
monastery.  The  Abbot,  happening  to  be  walking  on  the  sea-shore, 
sees  the  vessel  and  orders  it  to  be  bronght  to  land.  In  accordance 
with  the  request  on  the  tablets  he  causes  the  child  to  be  baptised, 
giving  him  his  own  name,  Gregory,  and  commits  him  to  a  fisherman 
to  be  brought  np.  This  fisherman  has  a  son  whom  Gregory  while 
at  play  strikes  with  a  ball,  W'hereupon  he  complains  to  his  mother. 

The  remainder  of  the  tale  agrees  with  the  English  version.] 

p.  255,  1.  28.  ["  at  his  hede  a  summe  of  golde,"  &c.  In  the 
printed  Lat.  Edd.  the  gold  is  stated  to  have  been  intended  for  the 
child's  support,  and  the  silver  for  his  education.] 

p.  256,  1.  6.  ["  freudricus."  The  reading  "  freudrico  "  is  evidently 
an  error  of  the  scribe  in  copying  the  latin  exactly  :  dixit  freudnco.~\ 

p.  256,  1.  18.  ["I  have  her  a  dow3ter,"  &c.  Printed  Lat.  Edd. 
— omnes  monachi  in  domo  existentes  miro  modo  te  diligunt  intantum  quod 
2Mst  discesswn  meum  in  ahbatem  te  promovehunt.'\ 

p.  257,  1.  2.  ["  host."     Compare,  p.  89,  1.  31.] 

p.  257,  1.  7.  "  this  is  the  [citee]."  The  text  has  been  amended  by 
the  A. -Lat.  which  reads — istud  est  imperium. 

p.  258,  1.  3.  ["  ouercome  the  duke."  Printed  Lat.  Edd. — ad 
ducem  pervenii,  quern  in  eodem  loco  occidit  et  caput  ejus  amputavit  et 
victoriam  obtinuit.'^ 

p.  258,  1.  17.  "  Ande  not  but  yf  he  hathe,"  &c.  A. -Lat. — vidcatls 
ergo  quod  optimum  salarium  hahcat,  eb  quod  bene  mcruit.^^ 

p.  260,  1.  3.  "  that  1  shalle  not  passe  this  bedde."  A.-Lat. — de  isto 
lecto  non  surgam. 

p.  260,  1.  11.  "I  have  [bene]  norisshide,  noriede,"  &c.  A.-Lat, 
— nutritus  fui,  doctus,  et  educatus. 

p.  260,  1.  24.  ["A!  dere  m.odir,"  &c.  Lat. — Ve  mild,  ve,  ecce 
mater  mea,  arnica  mea,  uxor  mea  !'\ 

p.  260,  1.  29.  "  thi  selfe  [hast  saide]."  A.-Lat. — cum  tu  ipse 
dixisti. 

p.  260,  1.  32.  "that  euer  I  were  brede."  A.-Lat. — quod  unquam 
natus  eram. 

p.  261,  1.  26.  "glorious."  A.-Lat.  Harl.  MS.  2270,  graciosam. 
Omitted  in  5259,  which  also  refers  the  angelic  nature  to  the  son,  and 
the  human  nature  to  the  daughter. 

p.  262,  1.  33.  "made  [a  feste]."     A.-Lat. — ccenam  dedit. 
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The  original  of  this  story  is  the  Latin  legend  of  St.  Gregorj',  trans- 
ferred to  the  printed  Lat.  Edd.  of  the  Gesta,  cap.  81,  from  the  ancient 
Latin  legendaries  of  tlie  middle  ages,  and  also  found,  with  a  change 
of  name,  in  the  Vita  S.  Alhini,  preserved  amongst  the  MSS.  of  the 
Vatican  Library,  cod.  Urbin.  450  (xiv.  cent.).  From  the  Latin  it  was 
translated  into  verse  by  Hartraan  Von  Owe,  a  German  poet  of  the 
beginning  of  the  13th  century,  and  is  printed  in  Greith's  Spicilegium 
Vaticanum,  1838,  p.  150,  accompanied  by  a  prefatory  account.  An 
English  metrical  version  of  nearly  equal  antiquity  is  preserved  in 
MS.  Cott.  Cleopatra,  D.  ix.,  and  in  several  other  MSS.  which  yet 
remains  inedited.  Some  incidents  of  tlie  story,  for  instance,  tlie 
exposure  of  the  child  and  the  unnatural  marriage,  occur  in  the  Eng- 
lish romance  of  Sir  Degore  (Utterson's  Po])ular  Poetry,  i.  117,  and 
Ellis's  Metrical  Romances,  iii.  358),  and  the  latter  circumstance  is 
also  in  the  romance  of  Sir  Eglamour  \Thornton  Romances,  Camden 
Soc.  ed.  Halliwell],  and  has  also  formed  the  groundwork  of  Horace 
Walpole's  3Iysterious  Mother.  For  notices  of  later  Italian  and 
French  imitations  see  Duulop's  History  of  Fiction,  ii.  462. 
LXII.  p.  263,  1.  9.  "  Sulemius."  A.-Lat.  cap.  71,  Polemius,  agreeing 
with  MS.  Addit.  9066.  The  Cambridge  MS.  reads  Remulus,  and 
Wynkyn  de  Worde,  Folemus. 

p.  263,  I.  11.  '•  of  Tunyke."  So  read  the  best  A.-Lat.  MSS.,  but  in 
Harl.  MS.  2270,  a  second  hand  has  corrected  Titnice  into  Tutonice, 
and  so  it  stands  in  Harl.  MS.  6309,  whence  in  W.  de  Worde,  No,  25, 
we  read,  "  the  kyngis  doughter  of  Duchelonde. 

p.  264,  1.  10.  "  a  man."  So  MSS.  Harl.  2270  and  5259,  unus  fuit 
assignatus ;  but  MS.  Harl.  6369  has  qiiedam  muUer,  while  W.  de 
Worde  agrees  with  MS.  Addit.  9066. 

p.  264,  1.  12.   "  opyne."     A.-Lat.  aperlum. 

p.  265, 1.  22.   "  I  am  the  sone  of  dethe."     K.-'L&i.  filius mortis  sum. 
Cf.  p.  2,  1.  8.     The  expression  is  taken  from  the  Vulgate,  2   Sara, 
xii.  5. 
LXIII.   p.  270,1.   10.   "of  such  a  dede  man."     A.-Lat.   [and  printed 
Lat.  texts]  (lefuncti. 

p.  271,  1.  11.  [Hazlitt,  Proverbs  and  Proverbial  Phrases,  under  the 
proverb 

"  The  Devil  was  sick,  the  Devil  a  monk  would  be  ; 
The  Devil  was  well,  the  Devil  a  monk  was  he," 

gives  the  usual  Latin  form — 

"  Agrotat  Daemon,  monaclms  tunc  esse  volebat ; 
Convaluit  Dicnion,  talis  ttt  ante  fuit." 

Withals,  Little  Dictionarie  for   Children,   ed.  1634,    p.    306,  has   a 
curious  rendering  of  the  Latin  : 

"  Dcemon  langueiat,  monaclms  tonus  esse  volebat." 
"  The  Divell  was  sick  and  crazie. 
Good  would  the  Monke  be,  but  that  he  was  lazie."] 
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p.  274,  1.  9.  Here,  as  will  be  seen,  there  is  an  omission  which  is 
supplied  by  the  Addit.  MS. 

p.  274,  last  line.   "  Hatene."     A.-Lat.  occiclunt. 

Mr.  Douce  has  noted  in  MS.  that  this  story  occurs  in  the  Liher 
FeslivaUs,  but  I  do  not  find  it  there. 
LXIV.  p.  275.  The  substance  of  tliis  singular  tale  is  incorporated  with 
the  old  ballad  of  "  A  warning-piece  to  England,  against  pride  and 
wickedness."  Evan's  Old  Ballads,  II.  269,  ed.  1810,  [It  is  not  in 
the  printed  Lat.  editions.] 
LXV.    p.    279.    "Ciclades."     MS.    Bodl.    857,    Cudides.     Harl.    53G9, 

■  DecUdes.      W.  de  Worde,  No.  31,  "  Ebolydes." 

p.  285,  ].  4.  ["  ^afe  J)e  stiwarde  hire  blessing  with  ])e  lefte  honde  :  " 
i.  e.  cursed  him.  .  I  have  been  unable  to  find  any  instance  of  a  similar 
expression  :  but  in  Ireland  a  "  left-handed  blessing  "  is  not  at  all  an 

■  uncommon  euphemism  for  a  curse.] 

p.  286,  1.  1.  ["  as  he  went  to  Jje  wode."  Printed  Lat.  Edd.  add — 
et  insirumentum  ferreum  ut  ligna  scinderet  non  hahei'et.^ 

p.  286,  1.  9.  ["  threfolde  colour,"  Lat.  text — ex  una  parte  erat 
albus  ;  ex  alia  niger  ;  ex  tercia  ruhicundus.'\ 

p,  288,  1.  5,    ["  M\  marke."    Printed  Lat.  text— ti-icentos  florenos.] 

p.  291,  1.  13.  ["  Mardoche."  This,  the  Greek  form  of  the  name 
Mordecai,  occurs  in  the  apocryphal  continuation  of  the  Book  of  Esther.] 

p.  292,  1.  1.   [See  note  to  p.  249,  1.  25.] 

p.  292,  1.  3.  "  drawithe  out."  A.-Lat. — iraxii  Deum  ad  se.  Cf, 
Addit,  MS.  9066. 

p.  294,  1.  2.  ["  a  threfold  colour."  Lat.  text — ille  lapis  erat  nigcr, 
ruhicundus,  pulcher  et  albus;  sic  Christus  speciosus  forma  pre  Jiliis 
Iwminum  :  item  niger  erat  per  passionem,  ruhicundus  per  sanguinis 
effusionem^ 

This  story  is  found,  with  a  considerable  variation,  in  Simeon  Seth's 
Greek  translation  of  the  Calila  u  Dimnah,  printed  by  Starkius,  8° 
Berol.  1697,  p.  444,  and  also  from  the  Humaioun  Namdi,  a  Persian 
version  of  the  same  celebrated  work,  in  Cardoune's  Melanges  de  lilt. 
Orient.  I,  259,  It  is  also  related  by  Matthew  Paris,  under  the  year 
1195,  as  an  occurrence  (the  scene  of  which  is  fixed  at  Venice)  which 
Eichard  the  First  was  accustomed  to  repeat  against  ungrateful 
persons,  0pp.  I.  179,  ed.  1640.  Gower  has  versified  it  from  the 
Gcsta  in  the  Confessio  Amantis,  lib.  V.  fol.  98,  ed.  1554.  Compare 
the  tale  in  Grimm's  Haus-Mdrchen,  II.  97,  and  see  his  notes,  III,  191, 
for  additional  illustration. 
LXVI,  p.  295,  1,  3,  "  Naplis."  MS.  Harl.  2270,  cap.  99,  Apulie. 
W.  de  Worde's  edit.  No.  32  incorrectly,  "  Ampluy,"  with  Harl,  5259, 
cap,  100,  Ampiullie. 

p.  298,  1.  2.  In  W,  de  Worde  there  is  here  an  additional  passage, 
not  in  MS.  Harl.  5369  :  "  And  aboute  thre  of  the  clocke  the  tempest 
seased,  and  the  mayden  droue  forthe  oner  the  wawes  in  that  broken 
shyppe  which  was  cast  vp  agayne  ;  but  an  huge  whale,"  &c. 
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p.  290,  ].  19.  "  and  fulle  of  precious  stonys."  So  reads,  hut 
incorrectly,  MS.  Harl.  5259.  The  true  reading  is  preserved  in  MS. 
Harl.  5369,  cap.  32,  vermibus  et  terra  plenum,  and  so  W.  de  Worde, 
"  fylled  with  erthe  and  wormes."  MS.  Addit.  9066  agrees  with  the 
A.-Lat.  MS.  Harl.  2270. 

p.  301,  1.  36.  The  passage  is  here  confused.  Harl.  2270  reads — 
■,  qui  multo  tempore  ante  Filium  habuit,  propter  quam  multi,  &c,  Harl. 
6369 — qui  multo  tempore  ante  quam  Filium  secundum  carnem  habuisset. 
Multi  ymmo  quasi  infiniti,  &c.  W.  de  Worde,  No.  32,  "  the  whiche 
was  longe  tyme  without  a  carnall  sone,  wherfore  many  men  were 
peryshed  and  went  to  Helle."  Harl.  5259  agrees  with  MS.  Harl. 
7333. 

p.  304,  1.  11.   [The  quotation  is  from  Ecclus.  sv.  17.] 

p.  304,  1.  14.  "  And  therefore  saide,"  &c.,  to  "  for  me  or  a3enst 
me."  The  whole  of  this  passage  is  wanting  in  MS.  Harl.  2270,  and 
in  W.  de  Worde.  In  MSS.  Harl.  5259  and  5369  the  quotation  from  the 
Vitas  Patrum  is  in  prose,  and  differently  worded.  [A  slightly  different 
version  of  the  lines  occurs  in  MS.  Canib.  Univ.  Libr.  li,  VI.  4,  If. 
153,  back  : 

"  Est  primum  durum  quia  nosco  me  moriturum, 
Est  aliud  dando  planctum  quia  nescio  quando, 
Et  tercium  flebo  quod  nescio  quo  remauebo." 

Compare  Hampole,  Priche  of  Conscience,  ed.  Morris,  11.  68 — 81.] 

This  story  has  received  more  comment  than  any  other  in  the  Gesta, 
from  its  having,  through  the  English  printed  translation,  supplied 
Shakspere  with  the  incident  of  the  three  caskets  in  the  Merchant  of 
Venice  ;  a  circumstance  first  pointed  out  by  Dr  Farmer.  The  earliest 
form  in  which  it  appears  is  found  in  the  spiritual  romance  of  Barlaam 
and  Josaphat  (about  a.d.  800),  the  Greek  text  of  which  is  given  in 
the  JaJirbilclier  cler  Liter. ^  vol.  xxvi.  p.  42,  and  thence  inserted  in  the 
Spec.  Histor.  of  Vincent  of  Beauvais,  lib.  xv.  cap.  10,  and  the  Golden 
Legend.  It  is  quoted  also  by  Bromyard  v.  Honor,  iv.  11,  and  occurs, 
with  considerable  variations,  in  Boccaccio,  Decameron,  x.  1,  and  in 
Gower's  Confessio  Amantis,  lib.  v.  leaf  96,  ed.  1554,  who  cites  a 
"  cronicke  "  as  his  authority.  The  collateral  and  similar  tale,  in  which 
pasties  or  loaves  are  substituted  for  caskets,  is  found  in  the  Lat. 
printed  Edd.  cap.  109,  then  in  the  Chronicle  of  Lanercost,  MS.  Cott. 
Claud,  D.  vii.  leaf  176  (compiled  about  the  year  1346),  in  the  Cento 
Novelle,  Ant.  nov.  65,  ed.  1572,  and  in  Gower,  Confess.  Amant.  leaf 
96b.  See  for  further  details,  Warton,  I.  271 ;  Douce,  I.  273  ;  Dunlop, 
Hist,  of  Fiction,  II.  339,  &c 
LXVII.  p.  306.  "  Antonius."  MS.  Harl.  5259,  Antoninus, 
p.  308,  1.  12.   [Hosea  ii.  19.] 

p.  308,  1.  17.  "  into  the  gilder  of  the  devel."  A.-Lat. — in  laqueum 
Diaboli.  W.  de  Worde,  No.  34,  "  in  the  snare  of  the  deuyll."  Gilder 
or  Giller  is  still  used  in  the  North,  and  also  in  Cheshire  and  Lanca- 
shire, to  denote  the  horse-hair  or  wire-lines  to  ensnare  birds  and  fish. 
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LXVIII.  p.  308,  1.  26.  "a  finger."  The  Addit.  MS.  and  W.  de  Wurde, 
No.  38,  read  "  hand,"  which  agrees  witli  the  A.-Lat.  cai?.  96.  [The 
printed  Lat  Edd.  have  digilo.^ 

p.  310,  1.  4.  [The  MS.  has  been  corrected  in  accordance  with  tlie 
A.-Lat.  MS.  Ilarl.  5369,  which  reads — ^'am  audislis  responslones  measA 
The  sentence  is  omitted  in  JIS.  Harl.  5259,  and  W.  de  Worde. 

p.  311,  1.  6.  "  to  boistous."  A.-Lat. — nimis  frUjidus  vel  nlmls 
remissus  vel  nimis  calidus.      W.  de  Worde,  "  is  to  cold." 

p.  311,  1.  18,  "the  smale."  A.-Lat.  malos.  W.  de  Worde, 
"  inysdoers." 

The  original  of  this  story  is  the  well  known  historical  anecdote  of 
the  tyrant  Dionysius,  in  Cicero,  De  Natura  Deorum^  lib.  iii. ;  Valerius 
Maximus,  lib.  i.  cap.  1  ;  ^iian,  Var.  Hist.  I.  It  is  quoted  by 
Bromyard,  "  sicut  in  antiquis  continetur  Gestls,^''  in  his  Sumnia 
Predicant,  v.  Rapina.,  R.  i.  22,  and  is  also  told  by  Gower,  Confessio 
Amantis,  lib.  v.  fo.  122b.  ed.  1554. 
LXIX.  p.  311.  "  Merelaus."  Menelaus,  MS.  Harl.  2270,  cap.  101  ;  W. 
de  Worde,  No.  40,  "  Menaly  :  "  MSS.  Harl.  5259  and  53G9,  Gerelaus, 
and  so  MS.  Reg  xvii.  D.  vi.  leaf  99  (Occleve). 

p.  312,  1.  9.  ["  by  hire  oone,"  i.  e.  alone,  by  herself.  Instances  of 
similar  phrases  are  not  very  uncommon.  Thus,  in  William  of  Palerne 
(E.  E.  T.  S.,  ed.  Skeat),  1.  657,  we  find  himself  one  ;  1.  3101,  hi  herself 
one;  and  11.  17,  4112,  fiim  one.  Compare  also  P.  Plowman,  C.  xi. 
61,  "walkynge  myn  one"  (on  which  see  Professor  Skeat's  note), 
Morte  Arthure  (E.  E.  T.  S.,  ed.  Brock),  1.  704,  hy  myne  one;  1.  1345, 
he  oure  one  ;   1.  46G,  thyne  one,  &c.] 

p.  312,  1.  31.    [Compare  Note  on  p.  2,  1.  8.] 

p.  313,  1.  24.  ["  within  thre  days."     Lat.  eodem  diel\ 

p.  315,  1.  32.   ["  many."      Lat.  septem.'\ 

p.  317,1.  6,  An  additional  sentence  is  in  W.  de  Worde — "  wlierfore 
he  lete  ordeyne  her  a  cabone  in  the  shyppes  ende."  A.-Lat. — locum 
fecit  preparari. 

p.  317,  1.  18.  ["  in  so  moche,"  &c.  Oesterley's  text — infra  teuipus 
hreve  virtutes  herharum  didicit  in  tantum  quod  omnes  infirmi  ad  eani 
venientes  sanahantur,  &c.] 

p.  317,  1.  22.  ["def  and  blynde."  The  Lat.  text  differs  in  its 
account  of  the  diseases  under  which  the  three  men  suffer : — miles 
senescalcus  factus  est  epilenticus  et  claudus.  Tercio  ille  quern  de 
suspendio  liherav it  factus  est  cecus  et  surdus.  Quarto,  magister  qui  earn 
oj)2)riniere  volehat,  factus  est  ydropicus  et  scahiosus.^ 

p.  319,  1.  18.  "  [all]  was  dreynt."  Text  amended  in  accordance 
with  the  A.-Lat.  which  reads — omnes  suhmcrsi  sunt. 

p.  320,  1.  9.  [I  have  not  been  successful  in  tracing  this 
quotation.] 

p.  321,1.  4.   [Isaiah  lix.  14.] 

p.  321,  1.  17.  [Ecclesiast.  iv.  10.] 

p.  321,  1,  33.  "are  slayne."     A.-Lat.  interficiuntur. 
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p.  322,  1.  1.  "  iville."  A.-Lat.  aperte.  Probably  an  error  of  the 
scribe.  In  the  prose  Moralisation  added  by  Occleve  to  this  story  the 
reading  is  "  openly." 

p.  322,  1.  2.  "  the  eeris  ben  3ivyne,"  &c.  Omitted  in  the  A.-Lat. 
text,  in  Occleve,  and  in  W.  de  Worde. 

The  outline  of  this  story  appears  to  have  been  borrowed  from  one 
of  the  Contes  devots,  or  miracles  of  the  Virgin,  composed  by  Gautier 
de  Coinsi  in  the  13th  century.  (See  Le  Grand,  v.  125,  and  Meon,  ii. 
1.)  It  is  inserted  by  Vincent  of  Beauvais  in  his  Speculum  Hist.,  lib. 
vii.  cap.  90 — 92,  and  thence  in  MS.  Harl.  2316,  leaf  5  (written  abont 
1350),  and  in  Herolt's  Promptuav.  de  miracuUs  Beatce  Maiice,  ex.  1. 
It  has  been  versified  from  the  A.-Lat.  text  by  Occleve,  who  has  added 
a  Moralisation  in  prose,  not  difi'ering  much  from  the  one  here  printed 
(MS.  Eeg.  17,  D.  vii.  leaves  99 — 116).  Mr  Douce  adds  a  reference 
also  to  the  Patranas  of  Juan  Timoneda,  patr.  21,  printed  at  Alcala, 
1576.  The  incident  of  the  bloody  knife  occurs  likewise  in  the  Tale 
of  Constance,  Gower's  Confess.  Amantis,  lib.  ii.  leaf  32,  and  in  Chaucer, 
Man  of  Lame's  Tale.  [See  Analogues  and  Originals,  Chaucer  Society, 
1872.] 

The  story  exists  in  a  separate  shape  in  Latin.  MS.  Eawlinson, 
Misc.  358,  written  for  John  Whetharastede,  abbot  of  St.  Albans,  1420 
— 1440.  For  additional  notices  consult  Eitson's  Metrical  Romances, 
iii.  323,  and  Dunlop,  ii.  383,  [and  Professor  Skeat's  introduction  to 
his  edition  of  Chaucer's  Man  of  Lawe's  Tale,  Clarendon  Press  Series, 
pp.  xxii.  et  seq.^ 
LXX.  p.  322.  "  Lamartinus,"  A.-Lat.  Mamertinus,  but  Harl.  5369, 
Martinus,  and  so  W.  de  Worde,  No.  41. 

p.  323,  1.  9.  "  wolt  conne  me  good  thonke."  This  phrase  is 
preserved  in  W.  de  Worde.  In  the  A.-Lat.  it  is  si  mild  grates 
reddideres.  [The  phrase  occurs  twice  in  Shal^spere  : — "  I  con  him  no 
thanhs  for't."     AlVs  Well,  IV.  iii.  144,  and  Tiuion,  IV.  iii.  421.] 

p.  323,  last  line.  "  brothelle."  A.-Lat.  [and  printed  Lat.  Edd.] 
rihaldum.      W.  de  Worde,  "  ribaude." 

This  storj'  is  also  borrowed  from  the  Contes  devots,  Meon.  ii.  331, 
[with  the  title — D'un  roi  qui  voidut  faire  ht-ider  le  fils  de  son  stnechcd,^ 
and  Le  Grand,  v.  56,  and  is,  in  all  probability,  derived  from  the  East. 
(Compare  Scott's  Tales  from  the  Arabic,  &c.,  p.  53.)  It  may  be  found, 
with  little  variation,  in  the  Cento  Novell.  Antiq.  nov.  68,  ed.  1572;  in 
the  Dialog.  Creaturarum  Morcdisat.  cap.  120,  and  in  Bromyard, 
Summa  Predicantium  v.  Invidia,  I.  vi.  26.  A  similar  tale  is  popular 
in  Germany,  and  forms  the  groundwork  of  Schiller's  Fridolin,  respect- 
.  ing  which  see  Collier's  remarks  annexed  to  his  translation,  p.  37, 
quarto,  1824.  [See  also  Wright's  edition  of  the  Seven  Sages,  Percy 
Society,  pp.  xxxviii.  et  seq.,  where  a  very  similar  story  is  quoted  from 
the  History  of  the  Seven  Viziers.'] 
MS.  Addit.  9066.  XVII.  p.  327.  "Annuus,"  or  "  Anius."  A  cor- 
ruption  of  Darius  in  A.-Lat.  cap.  100. 
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p.  330,  1.  8.  "that  in  no  maner  rentene  the  soule."  A.-Lat. — que 
quidem  dilacerantur  animam. 

p.  330,  1.  16.  Amended  on  the  authority  of  the  A.-Lat.  text,  which 
reads  memhrum. 

p.  331,  1.  12.  "steryng."     In  the  original  this  is  plural, — motus:    ' 

p.  331,  1.  20.  "to  the  chirche,  that  is  fighting."  A.-Lat.— a(^ 
eccksiam  militantem. 

This  story  is  omitted  in  MS.  Earl,  5259.  It  is  evidently  founded 
on  the  story  of  Androcles  (Aulus  Gellius,  v.  14),  which  is  rendered 
more  evident  by  comparing  the  A.-Lat.  with  Cap.  104,  of  the  printed 
Lat.  Edd.      See  Warton's  remarks,  I.  265. 

XVIII.  p.  332.    ''Darius."      In  W.  de  Worde,  No.  29,  changed  into 
Darmes,  and  so  in  the  subsequent  editions. 

p.  332,  1.  9.  ["  thus  thei  didden  ofte."  The  A.-Lat.  text  reads— e^ 
sic  sepius  ciuitati  ministrabani,  so  tliat  probably  the  Addit.  MS.  reading 
is  more  correct  than  that  of  the  Cambr.  ]\IS.] 

p.  333,  1.  15.   ["feiides."     A.-Lat.  dcemones.] 

XIX.  p.  334,  1.  8.  ["  the  light  shone  in,"  &c.]  The  reading  of  the 
Cambridge  MS.  is  the  same  as  the  A.-Lat.  cap.  82. 

p.  334,  1.  15.  "  and  saide,"  &c.  AV.  de  Worde,  No.  30,  reads— 
"  Neuerthelesse  the  byrde  sat  ia  his  bosome  etynge  nuttes,  and  thus 
he  sayd,"  &c.      So  also  in  the  A. -Latin. 

p.  334,  1.  19.  "in  dedely  [synne]  boundene."  A.-Lat. — qui  in 
jjeccato  mortaliter  est  innodatus.  W.  de  Worde  has,  "  taken  in  dedely 
synne." 

p.  335,  1.  3.   ["Skirte."     Compare  p.  188,  1.  22.] 

p.  336,  1.  6.  "  Whan  alle  mankynde  wente  to  helle."  The  variation 
in  W.  de  Worde  is  curious,  "  For  whan  mankynde  was  in  Lymho 
Patruin,  whiche  was  a  certayne  pryson  of  helle,  before,"  &c. 

XXI.  p.  336, 1.  23.  "  Calepodinus."  A.-Lat.  cap.  83,  reads — Calepodius, 
as  also  the  Cambridge  MS.  In  W.  de  Worde,  No.  33,  it  is  corrupted 
to  "  Calopodu." 

p.  336,  ].  25.  ["  wynter."  According  to  the  common  practice  of 
our  ancestors  to  reckon  time  by  winters.  See  numerous  instances  in 
the  Anglo-Sa.von  Chronicle ;  P.  Plowman,  B.  xi.  46  ;  Chaucer,  Cant. 
Tales,  B.  3249,  &c.] 

p.  339,  1.  11.  "  tellethe."  A.-Lat.  adds — in  lihro  Dialogorum,  and 
so  W.  de  Worde.      "The  fendes."     A.-Lat.  demones. 

p.  339,  1.  16.   "he  is  inparfite."     A.-Lat.  debilis  est. 

p.  339, 1.  25.  "  that  thou  yevest  hym,"  &g..  There  is  some  confusion 
here.     The  A.-Lat.  reads — ut  del  ci  senectutem  in  sua  servicio. 

The  Morality  is  much  more  diffuse  in  the  A.-Lat.  text,  and  in  W. 
de  Worde. 

This  story  occurs  among  the  collection  of  fables  written  in  the  reign 
of  Edward  IL  Harl.  MS.  463,  No.  208. 

XXII.  p.  340.  This  story  is  borrowed  from  the  popular  work  ascribed 
to  Aristotle,  iutitled  Secreta,  Secretorum,  cap.  28.     De  i)uella  nutrita 
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venend,  ed.  Paris,  1520,  leaf  xvb.     [See   also   Pliuy,  Hist.  Natural, 
XXV.  2,  3  ;  and  Warton,  I.  244.] 

XXIII.  p.  341.  [This  tale  is  from  Seneca,  Escerp.  Contr.  37.  According 
to  the  Latin  Version  printed  in  Oesterley's  Appendix,  p.  625,  No.  217, 
it  is  the  wife  who  poisons  her  son,  and  is  consequently  taken  by  her 
husband  before  the  judge  by  whom  she  is  sentenced  to  be  hanged.] 

XXIV.  p.  342,  1.  15.  "  Promius."  The  A.-Lat.  MSS.  vary  as  to  the 
name.  In  Harl.  2270  it  is  Cvonomius,  and  in  MSS.  Harl,  5259  and 
3132  Fromonius. 

p.  342,  1.  17.  The  text  has  been  amended  in  accordance  with,  the 
reading  of  the  A,-Lat.  cap.  93, — ad  invicem  imgnantes. 

p.  342,  1.  20.   "  victorie."     The  A.-Lat.  adds — et  domum  perrexit. 
p.  343,  1.  3,   "Aungelle."     A.-Lat. — Angelus  Lucifer. 

XXV.  p.  343,  1.  12.  "  Lenyncius."  The  reading  of  the  Cambridge 
MS.  agrees  with  Harl.  6369,  and  W.  de  Worde,  No.  36.  MS.  Harl. 
2270  reads  Leuericus,  and  Harl.  5250,  Leuricus. 

p.  344,  1.  5.  "  his  sonnes,"  A.-Lat.  consilium  suum :  and  so  W, 
de  Worde. 

p.  344,  1.  18.  "  hym  and  alle  theyme."  The  reading  of  the  Cam- 
bridge MS.  is  the  correct  one.  A.-Lat.  secum  omnes  duxit.  For 
"  fadir,"  Harl.  2270,  reads  palucium. 

p.  344,  1.  19.  "  crownede  his  sone."  W.  de  AVorde  ad+ls,  "  with  a 
lauryate  croune  in  token  of  victorye,  and  soo  he  ended  his  lyfe  in 
pease,"  and  so  the  A.-Lat.  text. 

Parts  of  this  story  resemble  Capp.  130  and  142  of  the  printed  Latin  . 
Edd.  •    ■ 

XXVII.  p.  345,  1.  23.  "  Vomias."  Harl.  2270  reads  Onias :  Harl. 
5369,  Eneas  ;  W.  de  Worde,  No.  39,  Euas  ;   ]MS.  Bodl.  123,  Odas. 

p.  346,  1.  6.  "  Eulopius."  Corrupted  into  "  Sulapyus  "  in  W.  de 
Worde. 

p.  346,  1. 15,  "  enhaunse."  A.-Lat.  erigerent :  W.  de  Worde,  "and 
lete  make  a  stronge  chamber,"  &c. 

p.  346,  1. 19.  "  foulethe  not."  This  is  the  true  reading,  as  the  sense 
requires.  A.-Lat.  non  violaverit.  W.  de  Worde,  "  who  defoyletli 
these  ymages,  shall  dye  a  foule  dethe." 

p.  347,  1.  11.  "not  wele  norishede."  Harl.  2270  incorrectly  omits 
the  negative  particle,  reading,  educaius  et  nutritus. 

p.  347,  1.  12.  "to  the  perisshyng,"  &c.  This  is  unintelligible  as  it 
stands.  Karl.  5259,  reads,  ad  picturam  hostii,  agili  cursu  currehat,  et 
cum  patibidum  et  hominem  [^seijjsum,  Harl.  2270],  suspensum  vidisset, 
&c.,  W.  de  Worde,  "than  wenthe  he  to  the  galowes,  and  rede  the  poysy 
that  was  wryten  aboue  his  owne  hede,  and  for  drede  thereof,"  &c. 

This  story  is  quoted  in  Feltou's  Sennones  Dominicalcs,   MS.   Harl. 
4,  Serm.  24,  leaf  65b. 
XXXIII.     p.  350,  1.  16.   "  lordshippes."    The  reading  of  the  Cambridge 
MS.  is  correct,  and  agrees  with  that  of  the  A. -Latin,  cap,  74,  and  W. 
de  Worde. 
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p.  350,  1.  17.  ["half  that."  The  word  "lialf"  is  an  incorrect 
insertion  of  the  translator,      A.-Lat.  reads  illud  cloniiniumA 

p.  352,  1.  3.   "one."     A.-Lat.  tuum  ;  W.  de  Worde,  "  youre." 
This  story  is  one  of  those  quoted  in  Felton's  Sermones  Dominicales, 
MS.  Harl.  4,  Serm.  13,  leaf  31b. 

XXXIV.  p.  353.  In  the  printed  Lat.  Edd.  cap.  77,  the  Emperor  gives 
names  to  his  daughters  ;  to  the  first  that  of  Rosimunda,  to  the  second 
that  of  Gratia  j^lena. 

p.  354,  1.  5.   ["  bataile."     A.-Lat.  bellum.] 

XXXV.  p.  356,  1.  8.  ["  lerabelle."     A.-Lat.  text,  lorahanis.] 

p.  356,  1.  11.  Text  amended  in  accordance  with  the  A.-Lat.  which 
reads,  primum  est  iit. 

p.  356,  1.  14.  ["by  the  bare  flesshe."     K.-TisX.  juxta  carnem  suam.'\ 

p.  358,  1.  6,  [See  note  to  p.  22,  1.  11.] 

p.  358,  1.  9.  There  is  an  omission  here,  which  renders  the  passage 
confused.  The  A.-Lat.  cap.  76,  reads — '■Nunc  ergo  videhimus  quomodo 
satisfacies  secuiide  questioni,'  At  ille,  '  Domiiie,  secunda  jpelicio  ejus 
est  iiij.  elementa  mensurare  per  omnes  dimensiones.  Ecce,  jam  dare 
proho.^ 

p.  358,  1.  13.  ["lighten  down."]  More  correctly  as  in  the  Cambr. 
MS.      The  A.-Lat.  text  reads,  in  terra  jacere.     [Compare  p.  360,  1.  5.] 

p.  359,  1.  19.   "  the  grace,"  &c.      A.-Lat.  gloria  regni  celestis. 

p.  360,  1.  7.   Text  corrected  on  the  authority  of  the  A.-Lat. 

p.  360,  1.  8.  Text  amended  in  accordance  with  the  A.-Lat.  which 
reads — tihi  placahiles. 

[The  notion  of  the  human  body  being  composed  of  the  four 
elements  is  referred  to  by  Ovid,  Metam.  lib.  L  26 — 31,  and  is  fre- 
quently alluded  to  by  mediaeval  writers.  Thus,  in  tlie  English  verses 
on  Popular  Science  (printed  in  Wright's  Popular  Treatises  of  Sciences, 
p.  138)  we  have  a  curious  account  of  the  four  components  of  the  body 
and  the  influence  of  each  : 

"  Man  hath  of  urtlie  al  his  bodi,  of  water  he  haveth  wete, 
Of  eyr  he  liaveth  wyud,  of  fur  he  havetli  hate. 
Ech  quic  thing  of  alio  this  foure,  of  some  hath  more,  other  lasse  ; 
Ho  so  heveth  of  urthe  most,  he  is  slou  as  an  asse  ; 
Of  vad  colour,  of  hard  hide,  boustes  forme,  and  ded  strong, 
Of  moche  tlioght,  of  lute  speche,  of  stille  grounynge,  and  wraththe  long, 
A  slough  wrecche  and  ferblet,  fast  and  loth  to  ^eve  his  god, 
Sone  old  and  noght  wilful,  stable  and  stedefast  of  mode."] 

And  so  on  with  the  remaining  three.      See  also  Onnulum,  11.  17,605 — 
17,608,  and  Cursor  Mundi,  ed.  Morris,  p.  38,  11.  517—520  : 

"of  erf^e  al-ane  made  was  he  [Adam]  nojt, 
Bot  of  \>Q  foure  elementes  wrojt ; 
Of  water  his  blode,  his  flesshe  of  laire, 
His  hete  of  tire,  his  ande  [breath]  of  ayre." 

The  more  mythic  form  of  the  legend  gives  eight  things  as  the  com- 
ponents of  tlie  body.     See,  for  instance,  tlie   Anglo-Saxon   dialogue 


NOTES.  497 

between  Saturn  and  Solomon,  printed  in  Thorpe''s  Analecta,  p.  95,  and 
compare  the  following  from  the  curious  collection  (closely  resembling 
the  preceding)  entitled.  Questions  hiticene  the  viaister  of  Oxlnford  and 
his  Scaler,  printed  in  Reliq.  Antiq.  I.  230 — "  C.  Whereof  was  Adam 
made  ?  31.  Of  viij.  thingis  :  the  first  of  erthe,  the  second  of  fire,  tlie 
iij'^'^"  of  wynde,  the  iiij*''-  of  clowdys,  tlie  v"^'  of  aire  wherethorougii 
lie  speketh  and  thinketh,  the  vj*''"  of  dewe,  wherby  he  sweteth,  the 
vij'^'  of  flowres,  wherof  Adam  hath  his  ien,the  viij"'*  is  salte,  wlierof 
Adam  hath  salt  teres,"  See  also  Nares,  s.  ii.  Elements,  and  Pio- 
fessor  Skeat's  exhaustive  note  on  P.  Plowman,  C.  Text,  Passus  XI, 
1.  1-28.] 
XXXVII.*  p.  360.  This  story  [wliich  follows  the  preceding  without 
any  break]  is  taken  from  the  Latin  printed  Gesta,  cap.  144,  but  in  the 
latter  the  sentences  of  the  philosophers,  which  are  written  on  the  four 
gates  of  the  city,  vary  [beinggiven  asfollows  :  Primus  scripsit :  Poten- 
tia  esijusticia,  ideo  terra  sine  lege  ;  dies  est  nox,  ideo  terra  sine  via  ;  fuga 
est  pugna,  ideo  regnum  sine  honore.  Secundus  scripsit :  Unus  est  duo, 
ideo  regnum  sine  veritate  ;  amicus  est  inimicus,  ideo  regnum  sine  fideli- 
tate  ;  malum  est  honum,  ideo  terra  sine pietate,  Tercius  scripsit :  Ratio 
habet  licenciam,  ideo  regnum  sine  nomine;  fur  est  propositus,  ideo  reg- 
num sine  pecuniis ;  corrohola  vult  esse  aquila,  ideo  nulla  discrecio  in 
patria.  Quarlus  scripsit :  Voluntas  est  consiliarius,  ideo  terra  male 
colitur  ;  denarius  dat  judicium  seu  sentenciam,  ideo  terra  male  regitur  ; 
deus  est  mortuus,  ideo  totum  regnum  peccatoribus  est  repletum. 

The  same  story,  with  the  sentences  in  English,  is  given  as  follows 
in  MS.  Reg.  6  A.  VI.  leaf  83— 

"  Legitur  quendam  Regem  quondam  fuisse  qui  habuit  4°''Philosophos 
in  regno  suo  ;  in  quo  regno  multse  plagae,  multa  infortunia,  et  multi 
defectus  fiebant  in  populis.  Rex  autem  videns  se  ipsura  nuUo  peccato 
mortali  vulneratum,  mirabatur  valde,  et  diligenter  inquirebat  a  pre- 
dictis  4°''  Philosophis  qua  de  causa  haec  infortunia  magis  agebanturin 
tempore  suo  quam  in  tempore  predecessorum  suorum.  Primus  Phil- 
osophus  dixit,  Mi-^t  is  ri-^t ;  uude  illud  Ysaias,  69.  Conversum  est 
retrorsum  judicium,  et  justitia  longe  stetit ;  corruit  in  platea  Veritas, 
et  equitas  non  potuit  ingredi.  Li-i^t  is  nyi^t;  unde  Ewang  :  Vse 
homini  illi  per  quem  scandalum  venit.  Per  eum  scandalum  venit  qui 
alios  malo  exemplo  corrumpit.  Dominus  in  Leuitico  dixit:  Time,  in- 
quit,  DominuraDeumtuum,  ut  vivere  possitfrater  tuus  apud  te;  hoc  est, 
ut  sic  vivas  quod  frater  tuus  per  tuum  exemplum  vitam  possit  habere 
non  mortem.  Fip  isjU'^t  ;  unde  Augustinus :  Bene  agere  et  illicita  non 
prohibere  consensus  erroris  est.  Gregorius  :  facientis  procul  dubio  cul- 
pam  habet  qui  quod  potest  corrigere  negligit  emeudare.  Secundus 
Philosoplms  dixit.  One  is  too  :  unde  Ewang:  onme  regnum  in  se  divi- 
sum  desolabitur.  Ambrosius  ;  sicut  sine  via  nullus  pervenit  quo  tendit, 
sic  sine  caritate,  quas  dicta  est  via,  non  ambulare  possunt  homines,  sed 
errare.  Freud  is  foo  ;  hoc  potest  intelligi  quando  homines  et  preci- 
pue  potentes  vcram  paceni  vel  justitiam  aut  Uei  ecclesiam  strangu- 
GKSTA.  32 
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lant,  quibiis  principaliter  propter  Deum  militare  deberent.  Weele  is 
icoo  ;  Gregorius  ;  qui  bona  mundi  diligit,  velit  nolit  timori  et  dolori 
bene  succumbit.  Seneca;  avarus  nisi  dum  moritur  nichil  bene  facit. 
Tertius  Pliilosophus  dixit  :  Lust  hasleus;  nnde  Paulus;  si  secunduia 
carnem  vixeutis,  niorieniini.  leroninius  ;  qui  post  carnem  ambu- 
lant, in  ventrem  et  libidinera  proni,  quasi  irrationaiia  jumeuta  repu- 
tantur.  Tlipf  is  refe ;  unde  Jeremias  ;  vse  qui  edificant  domuin 
suam  non  in  justitia  !  Robertas  Lincolniensis  :  vte  illis  qui  dicunt, 
faciamus  inala,  ut  veniant  bona,  quorum  damnatio  justa  est !  Pride 
has  slef ;  unde  in  Ps.  :  irritaverunt  eum  in  adinventionibus  suis,  et 
niultiplicata  est  in  eis  ruina.  David  autem  dixit  ;  non  babitabit  in 
medio  domus  mese  qui  facit  superbiam. 

Quartus  Philosophus  dixit;  Wille  is  red;  unde  per  Psabnistara 
dieitur  ;  noluit  intelligere  ut  bene  aget.  Proven  12  :  via  stulti  recta 
in  oculis  ejus  ;  qui  autera  sapiens  est  audit  consilium.  Wytte  is 
qued  ;  unde  P.,  erit  enira  tempus  cum  sanani  doctrinam  non  sustine- 
bunt.  Angus.,  Juventuti  malorum  horainum  venenum  est  quidquid 
virtus  precipit,  esca  vero  quidquid  diabolus  suggerit.  Good  is  (led ; 
unde  in  Psabno,  Universa  vanitas  omnis  homo  vivens,  i.  vivens 
secundum  hominem,  non  secundum  Deum.  Augus.,  sicut  mors  cor- 
poralis  separat  animum  a  corpore,  ita  peccatum  mortale  animam  a 
vera  vita,  qu£e  est  Deus." 

See  also  Reliq.  Antiq.  p.  51. 

In  Wright's  Political  Poems,  Camd.  Soc.  p.  254,  in  a  Poem  on  the 
breaking  of  the  Charter  by  the  king,  Edward  II,  from  the  Auchiulech 
MS.  we  find  the  following  version  of  the  sayings  : 

"  Ore  escoutez  un  sarmoun, 
Of  iiij.  wise  men  that  ther  were, 

WM  Engelond  is  brouht  adoun. 

The  ferste  seide,  '  I  understonde 
Ne  may  no  king  wel  ben  in  londe, 

Under  God  Almihte, 
Bot  he  cunne  himself  rede, 
How  he  shal  in  londe  lede 
Everi  man  wid  rihte. 

For  might  is  riht, 

Liht  is  night. 

And  liht  is  fliht. 
For  miht  is  riht,  the  lond  is  laweles  ; 
For  niht  is  hght,  the  lond  is  loreles ; 
For  fiht  is  tiiht,  the  lond  is  nameles.' 

That  other  seide  a  word  ful  god 
'  Whoso  roweth  a^ein  the  flod, 

Off  sorwe  he  shal  driuke  ; 
Also  hit  fareth  hi  the  unsele 
A  man  shal  have  litel  hele 

Ther  agein  to  swinke. 


NOTES.  499 

Nu  on  is  two, 

Auother  is  wo, 

And  frend  is  fo. 
For  on  is  two,  that  lond  is  streintheles  ; 
For  wel  is  wo,  tlie  lond  is  reutheles  ; 
For  frend  is  fo,  the  lond  is  loveles.' 

That  thridde  seide,  '  It  is  no  wonder 
OfE  thise  eyres  that  goth  under, 

Whan  theih  comen  to  londe 
Proude  and  stoute.  and  ginneth  jelpe, 
Ac  of  thing  that  sholde  helpe 

Have  theih  noht  on  honde. 
Nu  lust  haveth  leve, 
Thef  is  reve, 
And  pride  hath  sieve. 
For  lust  hath  reve,  the  lond  is  theweles  ; 
For  thef  is  reve,  the  lond  is  penjdes ; 
For  pride  hath  sieve,  the  lond  is  almusles.' 

The  ferthe  seide,  that  he  is  wod 
That  dwelleth  to  uiuchel  in  the  flod, 

For  gold  or  for  auhte  ; 
For  gold  or  siluer,  or  any  wele, 
Hunger  or  thurst,  hete  or  chele, 
Al  shal  gon  to  nohte. 

Nu  wille  is  red, 

Wit  is  qued, 

And  god  is  ded. 
For  wille  is  red,  the  lond  is  wrecful ; 
For  wit  is  qued,  the  lond  is  wrongful  ; 
For  god  is  ded,  the  lond  is  sinful.'  " 

These  four  proverbs  in  English  are  also  given  in  Harl.  MS.  7322 
thus — 
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See  Polit.  Relig.  and  Love  Poems,  E.  E.  Text  Soc,  ed.  Furnivall, 
222.  lu  MS.  Douce,  95,  leaf  23b.  we  find  the  proverbs  in  the  following 
form : 
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"  Mu7ius  Jit  jxrJcx,  fraus  est  mercntor  in  urie : 
JVini  est  lex  domiuis,  nee  timor  est  p^ieris. 
jyfte  is  domesuian,  and  gyle  is  chapman  ; 
Lordes  have  no  lawe,  ne  children  have  non  awe." 

Another  version  is  in  MS.  Douce,  107,  leaf  55. 

A  more  modern  copy  of  the  story,  with  a  rather  fuller  commentary, 
will  be  found  in  the  Speculum  Christiani,  MS.  Harl.  206,  leaf  39, 
attributed  to  John  Watton,  by  Warton,  iii.  153.  In  MS.  Cotton. 
Vespas.  E.  sii.  leaf  100b.  (end  of  14th.  cent.)  is  given  another  Latin 
version  of  the  story,  where  the  scene  is  laid  at  Carthage.  The  King  is 
Hannibal,  and  instead  of  the  four  wise  men,  we  have  Virgil,  and  the 
sayings  are  again  different  from  the  others.] 
XXXIX.  p.  3G1.  "  Mamertyuus."  Harl.  5259  reads — Lamtlnus;  Harl. 
40G,  Mantinus.     Printed  Lat.  Edd. — Cains. 

p.  3G1,  1.  4.    ["Facondia."     Printed  Lat.  Edd. — Florentlna.] 

p.  362,  1.  9.   ["  there  is  in  j'our  empire."      Lat. — latet  in  moniibus.^ 

p.  363,  1.  3.  "  that  were."  Text  amended  in  accordance  with 
A.-Lat. — quoiquot  fuerunt. 

p.  363,  1.  17.  "  [for]  the  fyrste  woman,"  &c.  In  Harl.  2270— Pro 
prima  muliere  cledit  anime  esse  cum  sapientihus  [read  liqndibus,  with 
Harl.  5259,  and  printed  Lat.  Edd.  cap.  62,] — pro  secuncla  vegetare  cum 
arhoribus  ;  pro  tercia,  sentire  cum  animalibiis  ;  pro  quarta,  intelligere 
cum  angelis.  See  a  similar  passage  in  the  Moral ite  to  No.  44  in  Harl. 
7333  (p.  173). 

This  story  is  probably  a  poor  imitation  of  the  classical  story  of 
Zeuxis. 
XLIII.  p.  365.  In  MS.  Harl.  219,  leaf  31.  It  occurs  originally  in  the 
Vitas  Patrimi,  pt.  2,  fo.  ccxxxb.  ed.  W.  de  Worde,  folio  1495,  but  it 
is  tliere  related  of  Abbot  Pambo,  who  had  come  to  Alexandria  at  the 
request  of  Athanasius.  It  is  inserted  also  in  MS.  Addit.  11,284,  leaf 
124,  from  the  Historia  Tripartita,  lib.  viii. 
XLIV.  p.  366,  1.  2.  ["  sone  deye."  The  text  has  been  amended  on  the 
authority  of  the  A.-Lat.  which  reads — in  brevi  moriiurum.^ 

p.  366,  1.  3.  ["Religion."  This  word  was  frequently  used  in  the 
sense  of  a  religious  order,  and  the  word  religious  in  the  sense  of  one 
who  had  entered  such  an  order.  Compare  P.  Plowman,  C.  xi.  88,  "  is 
ronne  into  religion"  and  Wyclifs  Works,  ed.  Arnold,  iii.  437.] 

p.  366,  1.  13.  "  beholdynge,"  &c.  A.-Lat. — Attende  igitur  quod 
mors  est  clava  imperatoris,  que  nemini  parcit ;   hie  est  malleus,  &c. 

This  tale  is  in  MS.  Harl.  219,  leaf  29,  with  the  title — De  quodam 
filio  divitis,  claustrum  intrante.  It  occurs  likewise  in  MS.  Addit. 
11,284,  p.  108,  where  it  is  ascribed  to  Odo  de  Ceriton  ;  and  in  MS. 
Harl.  463,  No.  43. 
XLV.  p.  364.  This  is  one  of  the  fables  of  Odo  de  Ceriton,  composed  in 
the  12th  century,  and  may  be  found  in  MS.  Arundel,  292,  leaf  19b.  ; 
MS.  Harl.  219,  leaf  28 ;  MS.  Harl.  206,  leaf  112;  and  MS.  Harl.  3938, 
leaf  118. 
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XLVI.   p.   365,   1.    22,    ["that  oo."      "I   have  corrected  the  text   in 
accordance  with  the  reading  of  the  A.-Lat.  MSS. — ex  parte  wna."] 
p.  366,  1.  19.    [Hosea  xiii.  8.] 

p.  366, 1.  32.  This  "  ensaniple  "  is  wanting  in  the  Lat.  text  of  Harl. 
219,  leaf  6b.  from  which  the  present  translation  is  made,  intitled — De 
Gauiero  querente  locum  ubi  semper  gauderet.     It  is  an  abridgment  of 
the  A.-Lat.  cap.  4,  part  of  which  is  repeated  with  a  different  Morality 
in  cap.  72.    It  is  quoted  in  Bromyard's  Summa  Predicant,  v.  Ascendere, 
A.  XXV.   11,  and   is  briefly  told   in   MS.  Harl.  3938,  leaf  128b.     In 
substance  it  is  the  same  with   cap.  101,  of  the  printed  Lat.  Edd.,  but 
related   with   much  variation.      [Another  version  is  in   MS.   Addit, 
11,579,  leaf  103,  back.] 
XLVII.  p.  369.   Conybeare  classes  this  story  among  those  derived  from 
,  the  Vitas  Patrum,  but  it  does  not  occur  in  that  work,  nor  have  I  met 
with  it  in  any  of  the  collections  of  stories  I  have  consulted. 
XLVIII.  p.  367,  1.  30.  Text  amended  on  the  authority  of  the  A.-Lat. 
which  reads — corviun. 

In  MS.  Harl.  219,  leaf  8 — De  Aquila  dolenie  ocidos,  et  vocavit 
corvum  ad  sanandum  eum.  It  occurs  also  in  MS.  Harl.  3938,  leaf 
112,  and  is  quoted  by  Bromyard,  v.  Consilium,  C.  xi.  42.  In  all 
probability  it  is  one  of  the  fables  composed  by  Odo  de  Ceriton. 
XLIX.  p.  368.  In  MS.  Harl.  219,  leaf  8 — De  quodam  literato  et  laico. 
p.  369,  1.  16.  "  draffe  of  grapes."  Lat.  —  vinacea  uvarum ;  et 
nota  quod  idem  est  drasta  in  cervisia  quod  est  vinacium  in  vino, 
leaf  8b.  [See  Prof.  Skeat's  note  on  the  word  in  P.  Plowman, 
C.  xii.  9.] 

This  also  probably  belongs  to  Odo's  collection. 
L.  p.  370,  1.  13.    ["  deyntethly."     Tliis  is  the  early  Northern  form,  from 
the  Welsh  daiii  taidd,  delicate,  toothsome  ;  from  dant,  a  tooth.      Com- 
pare p.  374,  1.  1  from  bottom.] 

p.  370,  1.  19.   "  A  laborers  life."      Lat. — vitam  laioriosam. 
p.  370,  \.  21.   ["  lobe."     Chapt.  xxi.  13.] 

In  MS.  Harl.  219,  leaf  22, — De  asino  simulante  se  infirmum  ;   and 
MS.  Harl.  3938,  leaf  112b.     Probably  from  Odo. 
LI.  p.  370.      In  MS.  Harl.  219,  leaf  2'2h.—De  rjallina  colligcnte  pidlos 
suos  contra  mihum.      Probably  from  Odo.      It  is  inserted  also  in  the 
Dialog.  Creatur.  Moralisat.  D.  113. 

p.  371,  1.  7.  ["  lobe."  Cliapt.  xxiv.  20.] 
LII.  p.  371.  One  of  Odo's  collection,  borrowed  from  ^sop,  or  the 
romance  of  Renard.  See  Grimm's  Rcinhurt  Fuchs,  pp.  363,  421,  8". 
Berlin,  1834.  It  occurs  in  MS.  Arundel  292,  leaf  16b.;  Ilarl. 
219,  leaf  23  —  De  vulpe  qui  dicitur  Reynardus  ohviaiite  Teherto 
murilego  ;  MS.  Addit.  11,284,  leaf  6b.,  and  is  quoted  by  Bromyard,  v. 
Sapientia,  S.  iii.  14.  See  the  numerous  references  to  the  fabulists  for 
this  story  in  Robert's  Fables  Ineditcs,  tom.  ii.  p.  227,  8°.  1825.  In 
Germany  it  has  become  a  popular  tale.  See  Grinmi's  Ilaus-MurcJien, 
i.  391,  and  note  iii.  129. 
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p.  371,  1.  27.  Text  amended  in  accordance  with  Lat.  which  reads — 
u'd  artificio  meo, 
LIII.  p.  372.  From  Odo  de  Ceriton,  MS.  Arundel  292,  leaf  14,  and  MS. 
Had.  219,  leaf  24 — De  formica  colUgente  cumulum  frumenti.     Also  in 
MS.  Addit.  11,284,  leaf  19,  with  a  different  moral. 

p.    372,  1.  24,    [The   ill  practices  of  dishonest   executors  were  a 
common  theme   amongst   early  writers : — thus    Kobert    de    Brunne 

says — 

'•  Of  alle  fals  ^Aat  beryn  name 
Fals  executours  are  moste  to  blame  ; 
pe  pope  of  \iQ  courte  of  Rome, 
Ajens  hem  ^yffj  he  harde  dome 
And  curse)?  hem  jm  cherchys  here 
Foure  tymes  yn  ^e  jere." 
Handlyng  Synne,  ed.  Furnivall,  6259—6264.     See  also 
P.  Plowman,  C.  xxiii.  293,  and  B.  xii.  258.] 

LIV.  p.  372,  1.  2  from  bottoin.  "  wolfe."     l^^i.—lepus. 

p.  373,  1.  2.   "  here."     Lat. — Berengarius,  id  est,  urstis. 
p.  373,  1.  8.   "  bestialle  leuynge."     Lat. — hestiallter  viventium. 
From  Odo  de  Ceriton,  MS.  Arundel  292,  leaf  14b.  ;  Harl.  MS.  219, 
leaf  24 — De  lupo  defuncto.     It  is  quoted  by  Douce,  Illustrations,  ii. 
346,  and  Grimm,  Reinhart  Fuchs,  p.  447. 
LVI.  p.  373.   From  Odo   de  Ceriton,  MS.  Arundel  292,  leaf  15b.  ;  MS. 

Harl.  219,  leaf  25  ;  and  MS.  Harl.  463,  No.  60. 
LVII.  p.  374,  1.  19.   ["Sitteth."    A  mistake  of  the  copier:  read  "  fighteth  " 
in  accordance  with  the  A.-Lat.  reading — pugnat.] 

p.  374,  1.  21.   [See  the  Proverbs  of  Hendyng,  Reliq.  Antiq.  i.  Ill, 
and  the  Owl  and  Nightingale,  1.  174  : 

"  '  Wei  fijt  {jat  wel  fli3t,'  sei}?  j^e  wise."] 
From  the  same  source,  MS.  Arund.  292,  leaf  20b.;  Harl.  219,  leaf 
28b.  Qualiter  lupus  et  lepus  sihi  ohviaverunt,  and  Harl.  3938,  leaf 
116b.  It  is  quoted  also  by  Bromyard,  Summa  Predicant,  v.  Ornaius, 
0.  vii.  17. 
LYIII.  p.  374.  From  the  same  collection,  MS.  Addit.  11,284,  p.  10; 
MS.  Harl.  219,  leaf  30 — Qualiter  rusticzcs  invitatus  fuit  a  domino  suo 
ad  convivium  ;  and  MS.  Harl.  3938,  leaf  123b.  It  is  also  quoted  in 
Feltou's  Sermones  Dominicales,  MS.  Harl.  4,  leaf  7. 

p.  374,  1.  1  from  bottom,   ["  deynteth."      See  note  to  p.  370,  1.  13.] 
p.  375,  1.  5.    ["  leromye  the  Prophete."     Jeremiah  ii.  18.] 
LIX.  p.  375.   This  story  is  in  Vincent  of  Beauvais,  /Si^ec.  Hist.  xiv.  cap. 
79,    extracted   from  the  Life  of  Saint  Basil,  and  so  in  MS.  Addit. 
11,284,  p,  50,  and  in  the  Vitas  Patrum,  pt.  1,  leaf  Ixxb.,  but  much  hdler, 
cap.   Ixii.,   ed.    W,   de   Worde,   1495,      The   Senator  is   there   named 
Protherus.       [It  has  been  versified  by  Robert  de  Brunne,  Handlyng 
Synne,  ed.  Furnivall,  pp.  7 — 12.] 
LX.  p.  377.   In  the  Vitas  Patrum,  pt.  2,  leaf  ccxlb. 

p.  377,  1.  12.    ["  forsake."     Perhaps  we  should  read  "  forsoke."] 
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LXI.  p.  377.  Tn  MS,  Harl.  219,  leaf  15 — De  quoclam  canonico  seculari 
et  filia  cujusdam  Judei  luxuriose  amantlhus.  It  is  also  inserted  iu 
Herolt's  Promptuar.  Exemplorum,  lit.  C,  exeinpl.  xxxv.  from  the 
Dialogues  ef  Ccesarius,  composed  in  1222. 

LXII.  p.  379.  In  MS,  Addit.  11,284,  p.  102,  there  is  a  similar  story,  but, 
instead  of  a  nail,  a  drop  of  blood  falls  into  the  scale. 

LXV.  p.  380.  This  was  a  most  pcpular  story,  and  occurs  in  many 
theological  writers.  It  is  quoted  by  Bromyard,  Summa  Predicant,  v. 
Penilentia,  P.  viii.  17,  and  by  Herolt,  Sermones  de  Temp.  Ixii.  Y.,  and 
Prompt.  Exemplorum,  lit.  P.  Ix.,  where  the  Viridarins  is  named  as  the 
authority.  It  occurs  again  also,  with  much  more  detail,  lit.  P.  cxxiiii, 
and  the  scene  laid  at  Meydeberg  in  Saxony.  Oliver  Maillard,  a 
popular  French  preacher  of  the  15th  cent.,  has  borrowed  it  in  his 
Sermo  de  Jusiitia,  printed  at  the  end  of  his  Quadragesimale  opus,  leaf 
clxxi.b.  12".,  Par,  1512,  and  it  may  be  found,  with  some  variations, 
in  MS.  Ilarl.  2316,  leaf  55  (a  collection  of  stories  made  about  1350). 
In  MS.  Addit.  11,284,  leaf  96,  a  similar  tale  is  related  of  an  English 
clerk  named  Oliver,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Third. 

p.  381,  1.  1.  ["hem,"     Probably  we  should  read  "  heuyn."] 
p,   382,  1.   12,    ["  comes  and   sees."     The  Northern   form    of  the 
imperative,  which  comes  in  very  strangely  amongst  other  southern 
forms.] 

LXVI.  p.  383,  1.  10.  ["  He  jjat  prayeth/'  &c.  Qui  pro  alio  oral,  pro  se 
ipso  laborat,  a  sentence  of  very  frequent  occurrence.] 

LXYII.  p.  384,  1.  4,  "hore-coppis,"  i.  e.,  children  born  in  adultery  ; 
Lat.  filios  spurios.     The  term  is  unusual :  see  glossary. 

This  story  in  popularity  surpasses  even  the  last,  and  is  related  ia 
various  forms.  The  English  version  is  immediately  taken  from  the 
Lat.  text  in  MS.  Harl.  219,  leaf  14,  and  the  same  tale  with  variations 
is  in  MS.  Harl.  2316,  leaf  58,  and  in  Herolt.  Serm.  de  Teirqj.cxxv.  C, 
and  Prompt.  Ex.  lit.  C,  ex.  xxiv.  A  similar  story  is  told  of  a  chap- 
lain in  Sussex,  named  Godfredus,  in  MS.  Harl.  463,  leaf  8b.  and  the 
English  religious  poem,  called  "The  Trental  of  St,  Gregory,"  MS, 
Cott.  Calig.  A,  ii.  leaf  86,  and  MS.  Cambr.  Kk.  I.  6,  [see  footnote, 
Introduction  p.  xix.]  is  founded  on  a  legend  of  the  same  kind.  The 
appearance  of  the  lady  in  torments  is  imitated  likewise  in  the 
romance  of  "  The  Awntyrs  of  Artliur,"  pr.  in  'Lsimg''s  Popular  Poetry, 
4°.,  1822,  [and  Three  Metrical  Romances,  Camd.  Soc,  ed,  Robson, 
stanza  X.  See  also  a  metrical  version  iu  the  nandlijng  Synne,  ed. 
Furuivall,  pp,  103 — 5.] 

LXIX.  p.  386,  In  MS.  Harl,  219,  leaf*24,  intitled— Z)^  quodani  divite 
multas  habens  vaccas. 

LXX.  p,  386,  I  am  ignorant  from  what  treatise  of  Bede  this  story  is 
extracted.      It  is  not  in  his  historical  works. 

[A  "Jurour"  was  a  person  of  considerable  importance,  combining 
the  duties  and  authority  of  a  county  magistrate  and  the  heudborough 
of  a  town.     Spelman,  Glossariuni,  gives  "  Jurati  Alias  dicuntur  qui 
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ad  similitudinem  Aklermannorum  villse  prsesunt  reginiiiii."  Originally 
an  elective  office,  in  course  of  time  it  became  hereditary  in  certain 
families.] 

LXXI.  p.  388.  The  same  story  differently  told  is  in  MS.  Harl.  231G, 
leaf  9,  and  is  similar  in  the  latter  part  to  a  tale  in  Herolt's  Prorn])t. 
E.rempl.  C.  xxviii. 

LXXII.  p.  390.  In  MS.  Harl.  406,  leaf  98,  where  the  authority  is 
stated  to  be  Jacobus  de  Vitriaco,  the  well-known  author  of  the  J-ttrea 
Legenda,  and  again  in  Herolt,  Prompt  Exempl.  M.  xxx.  where  Petrua 
de  Amore,  1.  ii.  is  cited. 

LXXIII.  p.  392.  In  MS.  Harl,  219,  leaf  34,  with  the  title,  Dc  quodam 
sriUfario  ^jer  vitam  transeunte. 

LXXIV.  p,  393.  In  MS.  Harl.  219,  leaf  34,  Dc  quadam  miiliere  totam 
vitam  suam  aperiente  suo  confessori.  Also  in  MS.  Add  it.  11,284,  p. 
37,  but  the  scene  is  placed  at  London.  Bromyard  quotes  the  story, 
V.  Confesslo,  C.  vi.  63. 

[A  somewhat  similar  but  longer  tale  is  in  the  printed  Latin  Gcsta, 
No.  XIII.  ;  see  appendix.] 

LXXVII.  p.  394.  This  is  the  same  story  as  the  fabliau  in  Meon,  II. 
256,  De  la  reine  qui  tua  sa  seneschal.      See  Le  Grand,  v.  147. 

p.  394,  11.  13 — 16.  [Thei'e  is  some  confusion  here  doubtless  owing 
to  the  scribe,  who  appears  to  have  partly  repeated  two  lines.] 

LXXVIII.  p.  396,  1.  2  from  bottom.  ["  Rogere  Denys."  This  doubt- 
less means  Ogier  le  Danois,  one  of  the  celebrated  Douze  pairs  of 
Charlemagne.  See  my  edition  of  Sir  Ferumhras.  E.  E.  Text 
Society.      Macharie  in  the  Romance  appears  as  Malkare.] 

p.  397,  1.  10.  ["  Aubry  of  Mundider."  Sir  Aubry  was  another 
of  the  Douze j^airs,  but  he  is  here  incorrectly  described  as  "of  Mun- 
dider." In  Sir  Ferumhras  we  find  "  Berard  of  Moutdisder,"  also  one 
of  the  celebrated  knights  of  Charlemagne.] 

p,  398,  1.  7.    ["  naymes."     Another  of  the  Douze  pairs.'] 
p.  399,  1.  9.   ["  Galaren."     Probably  a  corruption  of  "Gwcnelon." 
See  Sir  Ferumhras,  11.  302 — 305.] 

This  is  perhaps  the  most  remarkable  story  in  the  whole  collection, 
and  will  at  once  be  recognized  as  the  well-known  tale  of  the  Dog  of 
Montargis.  The  earliest  shape  in  which  it  has  yet  been  traced,  is  an 
anecdote  related  of  Pyrrhus  by  Plutarch,  in  his  treatise,  De  solcrtia 
Animalium,  0pp.  II.  969,  ed.  Frank.  1599  ;  and  with  some  variations 
the  same  narrative  is  inserted  in  the  Latin  Bcstiarium  of  the  12th 
cent,  or  earlier,  MS.  Addit.  11,283,  leaf  10.  Of  the  story  in  the  present 
MS.  the  late  Mr,  Douce  writes  thus,  in  1826,  to  the  Revd.  Wm. 
Conybeare — "  That  of  Charlemagne's  wife  Sibily  (a  lady  nowhere  else 
to  be  found)  is  the  story  of  the  dog  of  Montargis.  /  cannot  conceive 
whence  it  is  taken."  It  is  somewhat  surprising  Mr.  Douce  should  not 
have  been  acquainted  with  the  "  Dissertation  sur  le  chien  de  Montar- 
gis "  of  M.  Ballet,  inserted  in  his  Dissertations  sur  la  mytliologie  Fran- 
.  goise,  12°.  Paris,  1771,  pp,  64 — 92,  in  which  he  might  have  found, 
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that  the  tale,  as  it  appears  in  the  Engh'sh,  is  precisely  the  same,  but 
fuller,  told  by  Alberic  (a  monk  of  the  Cistercian  Abbey  of  Trois 
Fontaines,  in  the  diocese  of  Liege)  in  his  Chronicle,  which  ends  with 
the  year  1241,  Leibnitz,  4".,  1798,  sub  a°.  770.  For  his  authority  he 
expressly  quotes  a  French  romance,  in  the  following  words — "  Super 
repudiatione  predictae  reginse,  quae  dicta  est  Sibilla,  a  cantoribiis 
Gallicis  pulcherrima  contexta  est  fahula,  de  quodani  uano  [reaf^  nano] 
turpissimo^  cujus  occasione  dicta  regina  fuit  expulsa  ;  de  Alberico 
milite  Montis  Desiderii,  qui  earn  debuit  conducere,  a  Machario  prodi- 
tore  occiso  ;  de  cane  venatico  ejusdem  Alberici,  qui  dictum  Macha- 
rium  in  prsesentia  Karoli  Parisiis  duello  miserabili  devicit,"  &c.  It 
is  much  to  be  regretted  that  this  romance  of  the  Carlovingian  cycle 
is  not  at  present  known  to  exist,  as  it  would  have  formed  an  admir- 
able companion  to  the  beautiful  Romans  de  Berte  aus  grans  Pies, 
published  by  M.  Paris,  12°.,  1832,  but  it  is  in  some  measure  preserved 
in  an  old  Spanish  version,  entitled  Hystoria  de  la  reyna  Sehilla,  4°. 
Sev.  1532,  of  which  a  copious  abstract  is  given  by  Wolf,  in  his  inter- 
esting essay,  Ueher  die  neuesten  Leistunrjen  der  Franzosen  fi'ir  die  Her- 
uusgahe  ihrer  National-Heldengedichte,  8°.  Wien,  1833.  pp.124 — 158. 
The  same  story  is  referred  to  "  ut  in  Gestis  Caroli  Magni,"  by  Petrus 
Berchorius  in  his  Dictionary,  v.  Cam's,  111.  308,  ed.  1831,  and  it  is 
curious  to  observe  that  the  entire  history  has  been  interwoven  into 
the  English  romance  of  Syr  Tryamore  (in  Utterson,  I.  5) ;  a  fact 
unnoticed  by  George  Ellis,  in  his  analj'sis  of  this  romance,  III.  182. 
With  regard  to  the  adoption  of  the  story  at  a  later  period  as  an  his- 
torical occurrence  of  the  reign  of  Charles  V  (1364 — 1380),  and  refer- 
ences to  the  French  writers  who  have  thus  regarded  it,  see  the  Dis- 
sertation of  Ballet  above  noticed,  and  Wolf's  Note  to  his  Essay  above 
cited,  p.  137. 

LXXX.  p.  399.  This  story  is  taken  from  St  Anselm,  but  from  what  part 
of  his  writings  I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain.  The  scene  of  the 
Devil  and  his  imps  has  been  copied  into  many  other  legends.  It  is 
versified  in  Robert  de  Brunne's  Ilandhjng  Synne  ;  [ed.  Furnivall,  p, 
368],  and  occurs  in  Latin  in  Felton's  Sermones  Dominicales,  pt.  2, 
Serm.  15,  D  ;  MS.  Harl.  5396,  and  MS.  Sloane,  4029,  leaf  197b. 

LXXXI.  p.  401.  Another  version  of  the  story  commented  on  above, 
No.  LXVII. 

LXXXII.   p.  402,  1.  27.  [James  ii.  19.] 

LXXXIII.  p.  403.  ["  to  presente  with  oure  worthy  kyng*  "  :  that  is,  to 
present  our  worthy  king  with.  The  preposition  toith  is  not  uncom- 
monly thus  placed  immediately  after  its  verb.  Thus  we  find  in  P. 
Ploioman,  C.  I.  133,  "  to  closye  with  heuene,"  to  close  heaven  with  : 
and  again,  B.  II.  116,  "  to  wratthe  with  treuthe,"  to  enrage  Truth  by." 
So  in  Chaucer,  Squire's  Tale,  471,  "  to  helen  with  your  burtes,"  to 
heal  your  hurts  with.] 

LXXXVI.  p.  406.  From  Bede's  Ilisf.  Ecdesiastica,  lib.  V.  cap.  13,  p. 
198,  ed.  Smith.     It  is  versified   [by  Robert  of  Brunne,  Handlyng 
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Syme,  ed.  Furnival],  p.  138]  and  quoted  by  Bromyard, ^^umma  Pre- 
dicant. V.  Desperatio,  D.  II.  5. 

p.  406,  1.  24.   ["the  tothere  day"  :  the  next  or  following  day.] 

LXXXVII.  p.  408,  1.  9.  ["  chemeny  "  :  fire-place.  This  is  the  proper 
meaning  of  the  word  from  Lat.  caminus.  See  Prof.  Skeat's  note  on 
P.  Plowman  15,  x.  94,  and  my  note  on  Sir  Ferumhras,  1.  2232.] 

LXXXVIII.  p.  409.  A  similar  legend,  localised  at  London,  is  told  by 
Felton  in  his  Sermons,  pt.  2,  Serni.  40,  MS.  Harl.  5390.  Another  is 
related  by  Bromyard,  v.  Desperatio,  D.  II.  3,  of  a  man  who  refused  to 
repent  until  death  approached,  and  then  replied  to  the  entreaties  of 
his  mother  thus,  "  '  Modo  nimis  tarde  est ; '  et  addidit,  '  Mater,  cantabo 
tibi  canticum,'  et  incepit  sic,  '  Worlyes  blisse,  haf  god  day,  for  ye 
lasse  ylorum,  ye  more  weylawayy^ 

p.  409,  1.  23.  ["  he  lafte  no  membre  of  criste  but  that  he  sware 
therby."     See  note  to  p.  410,  1.  23  below.] 

p.  410,  11.  3,  4.  ["  But  if  he  wolde  amende  hym  or  he  deyed." 
These  words  appear  to  be  unnecessarily  repeated  by  a  slip  on  the 
part  of  the  scribe.] 

p.  410,  1.  23.  ["  with  thy  grete  othes  thou  haste  thus  rente  hym."] 
Compare  p.  409,  1.  23  above.  Chaucer,  Persones  Tale,  De  Ira,  says  : 
— "  For  Cristes  sake  swere  not  so  sinnefully  in  dismemhring  of  Crist, 
by  soule,  herte,  bones,  and  body  ;  for  certes  it  semetli,  that  ye  thinken 
that  the  cursed  lewes  dismembred  him  not  ynough,'\j\it  ye  dismembre 
him  more  :  "  and  again,  Pardoneres  Tale,  1.  472  : 

"  Her  othes  been  so  grete  and  so  dampnable, 
That  it  is  grisly  for  to  here  them  swere ; 
Our  Hissed  lordes  body  they  to-tere :  " 

So  also  in  the  Complaint  of  the  Plowman,  Wright's  Political  Songs 
Roll's  Series,  I.  311  :— 

"  These  wollen  make  men  to  swere 
Ayenst  Christes  commaundement ; 
And  Christes  membres  all  to-tere 
On  rood  as  he  were  new  y-rent.'' 

See  also  Barclay,  Ship  of  Fools,  ed.  Jamieson,  I.  27,  and  other  pas- 
sages quoted  in  Prof.  Skeat's  note  to  Chaucer,  Pardoneres  Tale,  474, 
to  which  add  Occleve,  De  Regimine  Principum,  p.  23 : 

"  To  the  taverne  quykly  I  nie  spedde, 
And  pleide  at  dyce  while  the  nyght  wolde  endure. 
There  the  fourmere  of  every  creature 
Dlsmembrede  I  with  othes  grete.  and  rent 
Lym  from  lym,  or  I  thens  went." 

See  also  Crowley's  Epigrams,  E.  E.  T.  Soc,  ed.  Cowper,  p.  19.     The 
•whole  incident  as  narrated  in  our  tale  has  been  versified  by  Robert 
de  Brunne,  Handlyng  Synne,  pp.  23 — 6.] 
XC.   p.  412.   In  the  work  of  Bromyard,  so   often   quoted,  v.  Invidia,  I. 
vi.  19,  is  a  tale  of  the  same  kind,  [as  follows  : — 

"  De  altero  fertur  qui  ad  imperatorem  Fredericum  veniens  cum 


NOTES.  507 

fructibus  quos  multum  dilexit,  ingressum  habere  non  potuit  nisi  jan- 
itori  lucri  prornitteret  medietatem.  Iniperator  vero  in  fructibus  illis 
delectatus,  eura  coegit  ut  aliquid  peteret,  qui  petiit  ut  sibi  centum 
ictus  dari  prseciperet.  Cujus  causam  cum  imperator  cognovisset 
Buos  ictus  leviter,  alterius  vero  graviter  solvi  jussit."  MS.  Reg.  7  E. 
iv.  leaf  249. 

He  immediately  before  mentions  another  story  in  which  one  man 
voluntarily  parts  with  one  of  his  eyes,  in  order  that  another  may  lose 
both.  This  also  occurs  in  Gower.  A  similar  tale  forms  the  subject 
of  a  novel  in  Sacchetti,  nov.  cxcv.]  But  a  nearer  coincidence  with 
the  story  before  us  may  be  seen  in  the  English  romance  of  Sir 
Cleges,  printed  in  Weber's  Metrical  Romances^  I.  331.  Many  other 
imitations  could,  no  doubt,  be  added. 

XGI.  p.  416,  1.  12.  "  Donete,"  i.  e.  Grammar,  so  called  from  Donatus, 
the  grammarian.  \The  Donet  into  Cvisten  religioun  and  The  folewer 
to  the  Donet  are  titles  of  two  works  of  Pecock,  often  quoted  in  his 
Repressor.  In  his  introduction  to  the  first-named  he  says  :— "  As  the 
comoun  donet  berith  himsilfe  towards  the  full  kunnyng  of  Latyn,  so 
this  booke  for  goddis  laws  ;  tlierfore  this  booke  might  be  conveniently 
called  The  Donet^  or  key  to  Cristen  religioun."  See  Cotgrave,  s.  v. 
Donat,  and  Prompt.  Parv.  p.  126.] 

This  fable  occurs  in  Bromyard,  v.  Accusatio,  A.  x.  8  (MS.  Reg.  7, 
E  iv.,  leaf  20,  back),  and  is  borrowed  from  one  of  the  numerous 
romances  of  Renard.  See  Grimm's  Reinhart  Fuchs,  pp.  clxxxviii.  1, 
and  432,  8°.  1834. 

p.  416,  1.  16.  [On  the  pride  of  bailies,  &c.,  see  R.  de  Brunne, 
Handlyng  Synne,  1.  3072.] 

XCII.  p.  419.  The  source  of  this  story  is,  in  all  probability,  a  fabliau 
in  Meon,  II.  411,  and  Le  Grand,  v.  87,  intitled  Du  Sougretain  de 
Bethlecm.  I  find  it  also  in  Latin  in  MS.  Harl.  463,  No.  129  (written 
temj).  Edward  II.)  and  in  MS.  Addit.  11,284,  leaf  104. 

XCIII.  p.  422  ;  XCIV.  p.  424  ;  and  XCVI.  p.  426.  In  all  probability 
these  legends  are  extracted  from  some  collection  of  the  Miracles  of 
the  Virgin,  but  I  have  not  been  fortunate  enough  to  find  them  in  the 
many  volumes  I  have  turned  over  to  illustrate  the  preceding  tales. 

W.  de  Worde  I.  p.  429.  In  several  MSS.  of  the  A.-Lat.  Gesta  this  story 
is  prefixed  to  the  usual  series.  This  is  the  case  in  MSS.  Harl.  5369  ; 
Reg.  8,  F.  vi.  ;  Bodl.  123  and  857  ;  Graves,  54  ;  and  Douce,  101.  In 
the  English  translation  by  B.  P.,  printed  in  1703,  it  stands  as  No.  11. 
It  is  cited  by  Felton  in  his  Scrinones,  MS.  Harl.  4,  leaf  39b.  See  the 
Notes  to  the  similar  story  from  the  printed  Lat.  Edd.  cap.  60,  at 
p.  4G9. 

II.  p.  431,  1.  6.  ["  a  vertuous  tre."  Lat.  arborem  que  in  se  magnam 
habuit  virtutem  sic  quod  omnes  infirmi  qui  de  fructu  ejus  comederant, 
sanitatem  pristinam  habuerunt  excepta  lepra.  In  the  Moralite,  lepra  is 
explained  as  desperado  de  misericordia  del  que  dicifur  esse  pecculum  in 
spirltum  sanctum,  ergo  non  salcabitur  nee  hie  nee  futuroJ\ 
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p.  431,  1.  8.  ["  all  y*  is  vnder  the  erthe  and  aboue  the  erthe."  In 
the  Latin  Version  printed  by  Oesterley  in  his  Appendix,  No.  196,  the 
reading  here  is  07nne  quod  est  sub  terra,  but  in  the  Moralite  it  is  cor- 
rectly, datur  sub  et  supei'.\ 

p.  431,  1.  15.  ["  all  y*  is  grete  and  smale."  In  Oesterley's  text — 
omne  quod  erat  in  altitudine  et  in  summitate.^ 

p.  432,  1.  30.  ["  a  dyscrete  physycyon  : "  Lat.  Balneatorem,  a 
barber-surgeon.] 

p.  434,  last  line.  ["  holy  scripture."  I  have  been  unable  to  trace  this 
reference  to  its  source.] 

This  story  forms  part  of  a  tale  among  the  Fahulce  Extravagantes  of 
Sorg's  ^sop,  fab.  13.  In  the  German  MS.  translation  of  the  Gesta, 
MS.  Addit.  10,291  (written  in  1420)  it  is  cap,  18.  [It  forms  chapt.  I 
of  the  edition  of  1703.      Compare  tale  No.  262  in  the  Appendix.] 

III.  p.  435,  1.  29.    ["hym,"  1.  26,  "her."      A   similar   confusion   of 
genders  occurs  at  p.  17,  11.  23,  26,  and  p.  243,  11.  1,  17,  27. 

This  is  a  Rabbinical  tradition,  told  originally  of  King  Solomon, 
when  building  the  temple.  It  may  be  found  in  Petrus  Comestor's 
Historia  Scholastica,  3  Kings,  cap.  8,  from  whom  it  is  borrowed  by 
Gervase  of  Tilbury,  in  his  Otia  Imperialia,  cap.  104,  and  thence  in 
Petrus  Berchorius,  Reduct.  Moralis.  lib.  xiv.  cap.  9.  It  is  also 
quoted  from  Comestor  in  the  MS.  treatise  [wrongly  attributed  to 
Wyclif]  called.  The  last  Age  of  the  Church,  preserved  in  Trinity 
College,  Dublin.  [See  also  Vincent  of  Beauvais,  Speculum  Nuturale, 
XX.  170.] 

IV.  p.  436,  1.  17.   [In  the  printed  Lat.  Edd.  the  emperor's  name  is  given 
as  Claudius.^ 

p.  436,  1.  19.  ["  vpon  a  daye."  Lat.  Edd. — cum  semel  in  stratu  suo 
jacuisset.  It  was  a  maxim  of  Themistocles,  that  his  daughter  had 
better  marry  a  man  without  an  estate,  than  an  estate  without  a 
man.] 

p.  436,  ].  24.  ["  poore  and  wyse."  Lat.  Edd.  add — quern  rex 
dilexerat.  In  the  original  text,  Socrates  does  not  come  to  the  emperor 
to  ask  for  the  hand  of  his  daughter,  but  is  sent  for  and  addressed  by 
the  emperor,  as  follows  : — "  '  Carissime,  numquid  tibi  placet  filiam 
vicam  in  conjugem  accipere?''  Et  ille :  '■  eciam,  domine  peroptime.'' " 
Then  the  emperor  states  the  condition  upon  which  he  can  have  her 
to  wife,  and  says — "  eliges  ergo  earn  uccipere  vel  dimittcref  "] 

p.  437,  1.  8.  ["  and  wepte  bytterly."  Here  in  the  original  Lat. 
Edd.  comes  the  following  passage  : —  "  Dum  sic  esset  in  dolore,  rex 
A lexander  in  eademforesta  venabatur.  Miles  quidam  A  lexandri  Socratem 
vidit,  ad  eum  equitabat  et  ait  ei :  '  Carissime,  cujus  homo  es  f '  Et  ille  : 
'  Homo  talis  domini  sum  ego,  quod  servus  domini  mei  est  dominus  domini 
tui.'  Ait  miles  :  '  Non  est  major  domino  meo  in  toto  mundo  :  sed  ex 
quo  talia  diets  ducam  te  ad  dominum  meum  et  audiemus,  quis  est  dominus 
tuus,  de  quo  tot  el  tanta  presumis.''  Cum  autem  coram  rege  Alexandra 
ductus  fuisset,  ait  ei  rex  :  '  Carissime,  quis  est  dominus  tuus,  de  quo  talia 
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dicis,  quod  servus  ejus  est  dominus  mens  ?'  Ait  ille  :  '  Donilnus  meus 
est  racio,  servus  ejus  voluntas,  sic  est  ergo  quod  tu  per  voluntatem  tuam 
regnum  tuum  et  nan  per  racionem  hucusque  guhernasti.  Ideo  servus 
domini  mei,  hoc  est  voluntas,  est  donnnus  tuus.'  Audiens  hec  Alexander 
ait  :  '  Carissime,  2)rudenter  respondisti^  vade  in  pace.''  Ab  ilia  die  cepit 
rex  regnum  suum  racione  gubernare,  et  non  voluntate.  Socrates  vero 
solus  forestam  intravit  et  flevit  amare  pro  sua  conjuge.  Senex  quidam 
venit  ad  eum,^'  &c.] 

p.  437,  1.  16.  ["  after  my  councej-ll."  Lat.  Edd.  add — uxor  tua  est 
de  sanguine  regum:  cum  rex  minutus  fuent,  uxor  tua  pectus  et  ubera  liniat 
de  sanguine  patris  sui,  deinde  in  ista  foresta  ires  lierbas  invenies,  &c.] 

p.  438,  1.  5.  ["  for  he  bath  power,"  &c.  Not  in  the  Lat.  Edd.  which 
reads — Alexander,  qui  venatus  est,  est  homo  mundanus  qui  pocius 
regulatur  voluntate  quam  racione,  sed  per  sacram  doctrinam  emendatur. 
Si  per  peccatum  infecfus  es,  primo  linias  pectus  tuum  cum  sanguine,  i.  e, 
recentem  memoriam  de  Christi  passione  habeas  in  corde  :  deinde  collige 
tres  herbas,  scilicet  confessionem,  contricionem  et  satisfactionem  :  de 
prima  facias  pocionein,  scilicet  de  peccatis  semper  dolere,  de  aliis 
emplastrum,  i.  e.  penitenciam,  et  sic  sanitatem  percipies,  ut  sic  per 
consequens  ad  divicias  vite  eterne  promoveri  possis,  ad  quam  nos  perducat, 
&c.  This  tale,  as  narrated  in  the  original  Lat.  text,  is,  from  the 
extraordinary  manner  in  which  Alexander  the  Great,  Socrates,  and  a 
Roman  Emperor  are  jmnbled  together,  one  of  the  most  curious  in  the 
whole  collection.] 

Tyrwhitt  refers  to  Gower,  Confess.  Amantis,  lib.  iii.  for  this  story, 
but  it  is  not  there.  It  is  quoted  by  Felton  in  his  Sermones,  MS.  Harl. 
4,  leaf  44b.  In  the  MS.  German  translation,  MS.  Addit.  10,291,  it 
is  cap.  22.  [The  latter  part  of  this  apologue  is  in  Alphonsus,  De 
Clericcdi  Disciplina.^ 
V.  p.  438,  1.  16.   ["  moche."     Lat.  tenerrime.'\ 

p.  438,  1.  20.  ["  thy  wyll  shall  be  fulfylled."  Printed  Lat.  Edd. 
add — rex  vero  vertebat  sc  ad  parietem  et  emisit  spiritum,  filius  vero  satis 
honorifice  eum  tradkUt  sepulture.     See  note  to  p.  72,  1.  20.] 

p.  438,  1.  28.  ["  fynysshe  his  lyf."  Printed  Lat.  Edd.  add — Films 
regis  hec  audiens  intra  se  A)gitabat :  lam  inveni  quem  diu  quesivi, 
accessit  ad  regem  et  flexis  genibus  eum  salutavit,  &c.] 

p.  439,  1.  5.  ["  a  more  fole,"  &c.  Lat.  Edd. — non  inveni  tarn 
magnum  stultum  et  infatuatum  quam  vos,  &c.] 

p.  439,  1.  9.    ["  myscheuous  deth."     Lat. — mala  morte.'\ 

p.  439,  1.  21.  ["  foles  &  ydeotes,"  &c.  Lat. — fatuis  qui  magis 
mundum  et  ea  que  in  mundo  sunt  appetunt,  quam  deum.  Rex,  qui  per 
unum  annum  regnavit  potest  did  quilibet  homo  in  hoc  mundo  existens,  qid, 
licet  centum  annis  vivet,  est  tamen  quasi  una  hora  respectu  vite  future,  et 
tamen  7ion  desistit  miser  homo  die  ac  node  laborare,  et  post  mortem  in 
exilium,  i.  e.  in  infernum  poni,  si  cum  peccato  mortali  decedat,  uhi  mala 
infinita  inveniet.  Et  pauci  sunt  qui  de  isto  exilio  cogitant.  Faciamus 
ergo,  &c.] 
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This  story  (omitting  the  Moralite)  has  been  previously  printed  in 
the  Retrospective  Review^  ii,  p.  328,  8°.  1820,  and  in  Hartshorne's  Boole- 
Rarities  of  Cambridge,  8°.  1829.  The  fiction  is  of  Eastern  origin,  as 
may  be  seen  in  Cardonne,  Melanges  de  litt.  Orient,  i.  68,  and  became 
popular  in  Europe  from  its  forming  part  of  the  romance  of  Barlaam 
and  Josaphat,  Vine.  Bell.  lib.  xv.  cap.  17,  the  Greek  text  of  which  is 
printed  in  the  Jahrbuch  der  Liter.,  Vol.  xxvi.  p.  33,  and  thence  quoted 
in  MS.  Addit.  11,284,  p.  64,  and  Bromyard's  Summa  Predicantium  v, 
Qiicerere,  Q.  i.  3.  It  forms  cap.  74  of  the  Latin  printed  Gesta,  and 
cap.  5  of  the  A.-Lat,  MSS.,  and  in  the  MS.  German  translation  cap. 
41.  From  the  Gesta,  it  has  been  versified  in  the  German  work  called 
Der  Renner,  Frankfort,  1549,  leaf  16,  and  is  frequently  cited  by  later 
writers. 
XIX.  p.  440,  ].  2.  "  Edfenne."  Printed  Lat.  Edd.  cap.  4,  read  Caisar. 
In  MS.  Harl.  5369,  Odfemius,  which  is  a  corruption  from  Eufemianus 
in  MSS.  Harl.  2270  and  5259. 

p.  440,  1.  3.  ["  sholde  be  at  her  wyll,"  &c.  Printed  Lat.  Edd. — 
in  electione  midieris  esset  utrum  vir  mori  deberet  vel  earn  sine  dote  in 
uxorem  duceret.'^ 

p.  440,  1.  19.  ["  Goddes  mercy."  Printed  Lat.  Edd. — qui  irqnt, 
i.  e.  violat  duas  mulieres  scilicit  justiciam  et  misericordiam,  que  sunt 
ambe  filie  dei.  The  Lat.  Edd.  omit  the  passage  in  W.  de  Worde's 
version  down  to  the  words  "  hath  very  contrycyon,"  and  then  con- 
tinue : — Raptor  convocatur  coram  judice,  quando  anima  separatur  a 
corpore.  Prima,  scilicet  justicia,  contra  peccatorem  allegal,  eterncditer 
eum  debere  mori  per  legem  justicie ;  sed  altera,  scilicet  misericordia 
divina  allegat,  quod  per  contricionem  et  confessionem  salvabitur.  Ideo 
studeamus  sic  deo  placer e.^ 

This  is  chapter  60  of  the  German  MS.  translation.  MS.  Harl. 
10,291. 

[Amongst  the  old  Manx  "  Temporal  Customary  Laws,"  1577,  occurs 
the  following  : — 

"  If  any  man  take  a  woman  by  constraint,  or  force  her  against 
her  will,  if  she  be  a  wife  he  must  suffer  the  law  for  her.  If 
she  be  a  maid  or  a  single  woman,  the  Deemster  shall  give  her  a 
rope,  a  sword,  and  a  ring  :  and  she  shall  have  her  choice  to  hang 
with  the  rope,  cut  off  his  head  with  the  sword,  or  marry  with  the 
ring."     N.  &  Q.  4th  Ser.  iv.  418. 

In  Jteliq.  Antiques,  i.  281,  the  following  allusion  to  the  subject 
occurs : — 

" '  Of  life  and  dath  nowe  chuse  the, 

There  is  the  woman,  here  is  the  galowe  tree.' 
'  Of  boothe  choyce  harde  is  the  pai'te  ; 
The  woman  is  the  warsse,  driue  forthe  the  carte." ' 

John  Manningham's  Diary,  printed  by  Sir  W.  Tite,  lias  the  fol- 
lowing entry  on  this  subject  at  p.  102,  under  date  December  12, 
1602  :— 
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"  It  is  the  custome  (not  the  lawe)  in  Fraunce  and  Italy,  that  yf  anie 
notorious  professed  strumpet  will  begg  for  a  husband  a  man  which  ia 
going  to  execution,  he  shal  be  reprieved,  and  she  may  obteine  a 
pardon,  and  marry  him,  that  both  their  ill  lives  may  be  bettered  by 
so  holie  an  action.  Hence  grew  a  jeast,  when  a  scoffing  gentlewoman 
told  a  gentleman  shee  heard  that  he  was  in  some  danger  to  have  been 
hanged  for  some  villanie,  he  answered,  '  Truely,  madame,  I  was  feard 
of  nothing  soe  much  as  you  would  have  begd  me.' 

"  In  England  it  hath  bin  vsed  that  yf  a  woman  will  beg  a  con- 
demned person  for  her  husband,  shee  must  come  in  hir  smocke  onely, 
and  a  white  rod  in  hir  hand  :  as  Sterril  said  he  had  seen. 

"  Montagne  tells  of  a  Piccard  that  was  going  to  execution,  and 
when  he  sawe  a  limping  wenche  coming  to  begg  him,  '  Oh,  shee 
limps,  she  limps  !  '  sayd  bee,  '  dispatch  me  quickly,'  preferring  death 
before  a  limping  wife." 

H.  A.  Kennedy,  in  N.  &  Q.  4th  Ser.  iv.  417.] 
XXVIII.  p.  441,  1.  2.   "  Andromyke."    k.-'La.t.—Andronicus.    ["  Abouo 
all  thynge  loued  melody."      The  A.-Lat.  text  adds — ciconieJ\ 

p.  441,  1.  4.  ["and  dranke  of  that  water."  A,-Lat. — semel 
'bibisset.'\ 

p.  441,  1.  5.  ["  sholde  be  incontynent  freshe  agayn."  Not  in  the 
A.-Lat.  text. 

p.  441,  1.  17.   ["  vpon  a  daye."     A.-Lat. — Tiora  quadam  meridia.'\ 

p.  441,  1.  18.  ["  the  nyghtyngale."  A.-Lat. — ciconie,  MS.  Harl. 
5369,  cicada.^ 

p.  441,  1.  29.  ["  without  hurte  or  dethe."  A.-Lat. — sine  manuum 
violencia.'\ 

p.  442,  !.  2.  ["  wherefore  he  sente  ....  to  have  his  counceyll." 
Not  in  the  original.] 

p.  442,  1.  21.  ["  dyde  auoutry."  A.-Lat.  adds — cum  alio  ave,  so. 
cum  philomena,  qui  est  masculus.^ 

p.  443,  1.  13.  ["  The  nyghtyngale,"  &c.  There  is  a  confusion  here 
which  the  A.-Lat.  text  enables  us  to  clear  up — Ciconia  que  tarn  dulciter 
cantahat  super  arborem  est  anima  que  est  sponsa  Cristi  residens  super 
arhorem  sacre  doctrine.      Cantus  ejus  est  oracio  devota,  &c. 

The  A.-Lat.  text  in  reading  ciconia  agrees  with  Chaucer  who 
speaks  of 

"  The  storke  wreker  of  avouterie." 

Assemhlie  of  Foules,  1.  341. 

"  This  bird,"  says  Speght  (Gloss,  in  voc),  "  breedeth  in  the  chimney- 
tops  of  houses,  and  as  it  is  written  of  him,  if  the  man  or  the  wife 
commit  adultery,  he  presently  forsaketh  the  place.  And  as  Aristotle 
saith,  if  his  female  play  false,  he  will,  if  he  can,  kill  her;  or  else  utterly 
forsake  her."  Alexander  Neckham,  De  Naturis  Rerum  (Roll's  Series, 
ed.  Wright),  pp.  112,  113,  gives  an  exactly  similar  tale,  from  which 
the  following,  which  is  cap.  82  of  the  printed  Lat.  Edd.,  appears  to  be 
taken. 


512  NOTES. 

Dejudicio  adulter  antum. 

"  Quidam  miles  erat,  qui  castrum  pulcherrimum  habebat,  super  quo 
due  cicouie  nidificabant ;  sub  castro  erat  fons  clarus,  in  quo  ciconie 
solebant  se  balneare.  Accidit  quod  femella  puUos  produxit,  masculus 
vero  per  terrarn  volabat,  ut  pullis  cibum  colligeret.  Illo  abeunte 
femella  est  adulterata,  sed  antequara  masculus  veniret  ad  fontem 
descenderat,  ut  se  lavaret,  ne  masculus  fetorem  adulterii  sentiret. 
Miles  cum  sepius  hoc  vidisset,  admirabatur,  fontem  clausit,  ne 
ciconia  se  lavaret  vel  balnearet ;  ilia  vero  cum  fontem  clausum 
vidisset  et  non  poterat  se  lavare,  post  adulterium  couimissura  ad 
nidum  est  reversa.  Masculus  veniens  et  senciens  adulterii  fetorem, 
inde  volavit  et  infra  diem  naturalem  secum  multitudinem  ciconiarum 
duxit  et  in  presencia  militis  earn  occiderunt." 
Compare  also  cap.  181  of  the  Lat.  Edd.] 
XXXVII.  p.  433.  An  imitation  of  the  Scriptural  story  of  the  Prodigal 
Son. 


ADDITIONAL    N'OTE. 

IX.  MS.  Harl.  7333,  p.  23.  A  poem  founded  on  this  tale  is  printed  by 
Pinkerton  in  his  Scotish  Poems,  1792,  III.  189,  with  the  title  "The 
Bludy  Serk,  a  Pious  Fable,  made  by  Master  Robert  Henderson." 
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SHORT  NOTICES  OF  TALES  IN  THE  PRINTED  LATIN  EDITION  OP 
THE   GESTA,  AND  NOT  FOUND  EST  THE  ENGLISH  MSS. 

(77ie  tales  are  numbered  as  in  the  printed  edd.,  and  where  a  nttmher  is  shipped 
it  mill  be  vnderstood  that  the  tale  corresponds  with  one  in  the  English 
versions.     See  the  Comparative  Table,  p.  xxLx.) 


Story  of  the  daughter  of  the  Emperor  "  Pompeius,"  who,  eluding  the 
guard  set  over  her  by  her  father,  elopes  with  a  certain  duke.  They  are 
pursued  by  a  fighting-man  (jmgilforiis)  in  the  retinue  of  the  Emperor, 
who  slays  the  duke  and  leads  back  the  princess  to  her  father,  to  whom, 
after  some  time,  she  is  reconciled.  The  story  concludes  with  an  account 
of  six  gifts  presented  to  her  on  her  betrothal  to  a  noble  of  the 
country.      (In  Holkot's  Moralitates,  24.) 

II. 

The  Emperor  Titus  established  a  law  that  sons  should  be  bound  to 
support  their  parents.  The  story  tells  how  there  were  two  brothers, 
one  of  whom  has  a  son,  who,  against  his  father's  wishes,  supports  his 
uncle  wjien  in  distress  and  poverty.  In  course  of  time  the  positions  of 
the  two  brothers  are  changed,  and  the  son  is  obliged  to  support  his 
father.  The  uncle,  now  rich,  declares  that  as  his  nephew  had  been 
disobedient  to  his  father's  wishes  he  shall  not  be  his  heir,  to  which  the 
nephew  replies  that  as  he  had  only  acted  in  accordance  with  tlie  law 
he  ought  not  to  suffer  for  so  doing.  (From  Seneca,  Controverske,  lib. 
I.  1.     Patruus  Abdicans.) 

III. 

Story  of  an  adulteress,  who,  in  accordance  with  the  law,  is  thrown 
from  a  lofty  precipice.  She,  however,  miraculously  escapes  uninjured, 
on  which  the  judge  sentences  her  to  be  again  thrown  down,  but  on  her 
protesting  that  tiie  law  does  not  allow  anyone  to  be  punished  twice  for 
the  same  offence,  dismisses  her.      (From  Seneca,  Controv.,  I.  3.) 

GESTA.  aa 
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VI. 

Story  of  an  emperor  and  his  wife  who  enter  into  a  solemn  agreement 
that  neither  shall  survive  the  other.  The  emperor,  while  absent  in  a 
distant  part  of  his  empire,  in  order  to  prove  his  wife,  causes  a  report  of 
his  death  to  be  carried  to  her.  The  empress,  on  hearing  it,  throws 
herself  from  a  precipice,  but  without  injuring  herself  greatly.  She  still 
wishes  to  fulfil  her  promise,  but  is  dissuaded  by  her  father.  (Seneca, 
Controv.,  11.  10.) 

XII 

Of  a  man  who  refuses  to  attend  at  Mass  when  celebrated  by  a  certain 
priest,  whose  private  life  was  immoral,  and  how  it  is  shown  to  him  that 
the  sins  of  the  priest,  who  is  only  the  minister  or  means,  cannot  affect 
the  goodness  of  the  sacrament. 

XIII. 

Story  of  an  empress  who  having  given  birth  to  a  child  of  which  her 
own  son  is  the  father,  murders  it  in  order  to  escape  detection.  Some 
of  the  blood,  however,  falling  on  her  left  hand  forms  there  four  circular 
marks  which  cannot  be  effaced,  and  to  hide  which  she  is  obliged 
constantly  to  wear  a  glove  on  that  hand.  The  Virgin  Mary  appearing 
in  a  vision  to  the  confessor  of  the  empress  discovers  to  him  the  crime, 
and  through  him  promises  pardon  and  forgiveness  to  the  empress  if  she 
will  confess  her  sin.  (In  Vincent  de  Beauvais,  Specul.  Hist.,  7.  93. 
Compare  a  somewhat  similar  story  in  No.  Ixxiv.  of  MS.  Addit.,  p.  393.) 

XV. 

This  is  the  story  of  the  life  of  St.  Alexius,  son  of  Eufemian,  a 
Noble  and  Senator  of  Rome.  (The  story  is  well  known  from  the  metrical 
versions  from  the  Laud  MSS.  108  and  463  ;  Cotton  MS.  Titus  A.  xxvi.  ; 
the  Vernon  MS.  and  MS.  Trinity  Coll.  (Oxford)  57,  edited  for  the  Early 
English  Text  Society,  by  Mr.  Furnivall,  1878.) 

XVI. 

Story  of  an  emperor  of  Rome,  who,  while  digging  out  the  foundations 
for  a  palace,  finds  a  golden  coffer  encircled  with  three  rings,  and  with 
an  enigmatical  inscription  on  it.  Extendi,  donavi,  servavi,  habui,  habeo, 
perdidi,  punior  ;  primo  quod  expendi  habui,  quod  donavi  habeo.  Calling 
together  his  nobles  and  wise  men,  he  lays  the  inscription  before  them 
and  enquires  its  meaning.  The  answer  does  not  explain  the  whole  of 
the  inscription,  the  last  two  sentences  being  omitted. 

XVIII. 

Story  of  Julian,  of  whom  it  was  predicted  that  he  should  be  the 
murderer  of  his  parents.  To  escape  this  fate  he  leaves  his  home  secretly 
and  departs  to  a  far  distant  laud  where  he  marries.     His  parents  in 
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their  search  for  him  arrive  at  his  house  and  are  received  by  his  wife, 
who  gives  up  to  them  her  owu  bed.  Julian  returning  in  the  middle  of 
the  night  and  finding  two  persons  in  his  bed,  slays  them,  thinking  that 
he  has  caught  his  wife  in  the  act  of  adultery.  On  learning  the  truth  he 
gives  way  to  grief,  and  the  story  concludes  with  the  visit  of  an  Angel 
to  Julian,  to  assure  him  that  his  crime  has  been  pardoned.  (See 
Golden  Legend,  ed.  1493,  leaf  90,  and  Metrical  Lives  of  the  Saints^  MS. 
Bodl.  1596,  leaf  4.) 

XIX. 

A  story  in  which  Caesar  and  Pompey  are  introduced,  and  the  well- 
known  tale  of  the  passage  of  the  Rubicon  by  the  former  narrated. 
(From  Lucan,  Pharsalia,  I.  185^ — 192.) 

XXI. 

The  story  (from  Herodotus,  vii.  239)  of  Demaratus,  king  of  Sparta, 
who  while  living  in  exile  at  the  Persian  Court,  becomes  aware  of  the 
designs  of  the  king  against  his  countrymen.  Although  smarting  under 
the  sense  of  the  wrongs  done  to  him,  he  determines  to  thwart  the  plans 
of  the  Persian  monarch  by  sending  information  to  Sparta.  In  order  to 
do  so  secretly  he  covers  the  writing  on  the  tablets  with  wax,  so  that 
nothing  is  visible.  The  Spartans  on  the  receipt  of  the  tablets  are 
perplexed,  but  the  device  is  discovered  by  Gorgo,  the  wife  (not  sister) 
of  the  Spartan  King  Leonidas. 

XXII. 

A  law  of  the  Egyptians  that  whosoever  declared  their  gods  Isis 
and  Serapis  to  be  other  than  immortal  should  suffer  an  ignominious 
death. 

XXIII. 

How  the  heart  of  a  certain  emperor,  who  had  died  from  poison, 
resisted  the  effects  of  fire,  until  covered  with  theriaque. 

XXIV. 

Of  a  certain  enchanted  garden  into  which  fools  only  were  admitted, 
and  in  which  they  always  met  with  death.  (See  Maundeville,  ed. 
Halliwell,  chapt.  xxvii,  pp.  277-8.) 

XXV. 

A  tale  similar  to  that  in  MS.  Harl.  7333,  No.  9,  except  that  the  lady 
in  this  case,  when  wooed,  puts  the  memorials  of  her  deliverer  out  of 
sight,  and  forgets  her  vows.     See  Notes  to  No.  IX.  p.  451. 

XXTI. 

Of  a  king  who  obliged  his  illegitimate  son  to  wear  a  dress  of  two 
different  colours  and  qualities,  so  that  when  he  looked  at  the  poor  half 
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he  might  be  kept  free  from  pride,  while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  sight 
of  the  rich  half  might  prevent  him  from  giving  way  to  despair  or  too 
great  humility. 

XXVIII. 

Story  of  the  crafty  manner  in  which  an  old  hag  (yetula)  induced  an 
empress  during  the  absence  of  her  husband  to  yield  to  the  solicitations 
of  a  young  man,  whose  addresses  she  had  long  resisted,  by  persuading 
her  that  her  little  dog  was  formerly  a  woman,  and  had  been  so  trans- 
formed in  consequence  of  her  cruelty  to  her  lover.  (In  Alphonsus,  No. 
11.  See  also  Wright's  ed.  of  the  Seven  Sages,  pp.  xviii,  xix.  Le 
Grand,  Fabliaux,  iv.  50,  and  compare  a  similar  tale  in  Wright's  Latin 
Stories,  Percy  Soc.  p.  16,  from  MS.  Harl.  463,  leaf  20,  back.) 

XXIX. 

Of  a  certain  judge  who  for  corruption  was  flayed  by  the  orders  of 
the  emperor  and  his  skin  placed  on  the  seat  of  judgment,  in  order  that 
his  son,  who  was  appointed  to  succeed  him,  might,  if  ever  tempted  to 
give  a  corrupt  sentence,  be  deterred  by  the  sight.  (Told  of  Sisamnes 
and  Cambyses  in  Herodotus,  V.  25.) 

XXX. 

This  corresponds  partly  with  Chapt,  45,  MS.  Harl.  7333.  See  the 
Notes  to  that  tale,  p.  480. 

XXXI. 
Story  of  the  sayings  of  Seven  Sages  at  the  death-bed  of  Alexander. 

XXXII. 

A  saying  of  Seneca  to  the  effect  that  no  worm  can  be  produced  in 
the  bodies  of  persons  who  have  died  from  poison,  while  if  a  body  be 
struck  with  lightning  in  a  few  days  it  will  be  full  of  them.  (Natur. 
Qucest.,  II.  31.) 

XXXIII. 

A  tale  best  told  in  Chaucer's  words — 

"  Than  tolde  he  me  howe  on  Latumyu3 
Compleyned  to  his  felawe  Arius, 
That  in  his  gardyne  gi'owed  such  a  tre 
On  which  he  seide  that  his  wyues  thre 
Hangged  hem  selue  for  hertes  despitous. 
'  O  leue  brother,'  quod  this  Arious, 
'  Yeue  me  a  plant  of  that  blisf ul  tre, 
And  in  my  gardyne  planted  shal  he  be.'  " 

Wife  of  BatKs  Preamble,  11.  757—764. 

(From  Cicero,  De  Oratore,  II.  69,  and  also  in  the  Dissuasio  ad  Rufinum, 
de  non  ducenda  uxore,  of  Walter  Mapes,  two  MSS.  of  which  have  been 
mentioned  in  the  Notes  to  tale  X.  of  Harl.  7333,  p.  452.) 
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XXXIV. 

Of  the  seven  maxims  whicli  Alexander  learnt  from  Lis  tutor, 
Aristotle. 

XXXV. 

An  account  of  the  manner  in  which  Roman  nobles  celebrated  a 
reconciliation  between  two  enemies  by  sacrificing  a  lamb. 

XXX  VT. 

Of  the  answers  of  a  sage  to  the  four  questions — (1)  "What  is  man  ? 
(2)  To  what  is  he  like?  (3)  Where  is  he?  and  (4)  Who  are  his 
companions  ? 

XXXVII, 

How  a  serpent,  which  is  called  pervas,  not  being  able  to  climb  up  to 
the  nests  of  the  eagle  on  whose  young  it  preys,  emits  a  poisonous  breatli 
which  is  fatal  to  the  young  birds,  and  how  the  eagle  as  a  safeguard 
keeps  in  its  nest  a  certain  stone,  called  achates,  which  has  the  property 
of  driving  away  the  noxious  air.     (Pliny,  Hist.  Natural.,  XXXV.  21.) 

XXXVIII. 

The  story  goes  that  in  the  time  of  the  Emperor  Henry  II.,  when 
a  certain  city  was  being  besieged  by  its  enemies,  a  dove  descended  in 
the  town,  round  whose  neck  was  found  a  letter,  in  which  was  written, 
"  A  generation  of  dogs  is  coming,  and  will  be  a  quarrelsome  race, 
against  whom  thou  wilt  have  to  defend  tliy  laws."  (Pliny,  Hist. 
Natural.,  X.  53.) 

XXXIX. 

Of  two  brothers,  between  whom  existed  the  greatest  enmity,  in  so 
much  that  one  laid  waste  the  estates  of  the  other.  The  emperor  hearing 
of  this  determines  to  punish  the  offender.  The  latter  immediately 
hurries  to  his  brother,  begging  him  to  forgive  him  what  he  had  done, 
and  to  shield  him  from  the  emperor's  vengeance.  The  injured  brother 
pardons  him  and  reconciles  him  to  the  emperor.  (From  Felton's 
Serinones. ) 

XL. 

Story  of  a  knight  who  suspecting  that  his  wife  was  unfaithful, 
employs  a  certain  clerk  to  find  out  the  truth.  This  the  clerk  does  by 
feeling  the  pulse  of  the  lady,  when  he  notices  that  it  beats  faster  when 
the  name  of  her  suspected  lover  is  mentioned, 

XLT. 

The  story  of  Cosdras  (Codrus),  king  of  Athens,  who  sacrificed  him- 
self to  save  his  country  from  the  Dorians. 
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XLTI. 


Of  a  pillar  at  Rome,  whereon  were  the  letters,  P.  P.  P.  S.  S.  S. 
R.  R.  R.     F.  F.  F.  and  the  explanation. 

XLIIT. 

Of  Curtius  (here  called  Marcus  Anilius),  who  threw  himself  into  the 
gulf  which  had  opened  in  the  Forum  at  Rome. 

XLIV. 

Of  a  certain  artisan  who  offered  to  make  for  the  Emperor  Tiberius 
glass  of  such  a  nature  as  to  be  unbreakable.  Tiberius  enquiring  how 
this  could  be  done,  the  man  replies  that  he  alone  possesses  the  secret, 
whereupon  the  emperor  orders  him  to  be  beheaded,  saying,  "  If  tliisart 
should  become  general,  gold  and  silver  would  be  of  little  value." 
(From  Pliny,  Hist.  Nat.,  lib.  xxxvi.  cap.  16.) 

XLVI. 

Of  a  man  who  collected  so  many  leaves  from  seven  trees  as  to  be 
unable  to  carry  them.  He  is  assisted  by  three  strong  men,  but,  when 
leaving  the  wood,  he  falls  into  a  pit  and  is  crushed  by  the  weight  of  his 
load.  The  chapter  concludes  by  stating  that  if  the  "ashes  of  glass  " 
(cineres  vitri),  i.  e.  pounded  glass,  be  placed  under  the  bark  of  any  tree 
in  which  a  crow  has  built  its  nest,  so  long  as  it  remains  there,  the  bird 
cannot  hatch  any  eggs. 

XLVIl. 

Of  a  Danish  king  who  felt  such  reverence  for  the  three  Magi  that  he 
made  a  pilgrimage  to  Cologne  where  their  bodies  were  religiously  pre- 
served and  presented  to  each  a  golden  crown.  On  his  return  to  his  own 
land  the  Magi  appear  to  him  in  a  vision  and  present  him  with  three 
caskets,  the  first  containing  gold,  the  second  myrrh,  and  the  third 
frankincense,  at  the  same  time  telling  him  that  at  the  end  of  23  years 
he  is  to  reign  with  them  in  heaven. 

XLVIII. 

Of  the  brazen  bull  of  Phalaris,  the  inventor  and  constructor  of 
which  was  its  first  victim.  (See  Gower,  Confesslo  Amaniis,  lib.  vii.  leaf 
161,  back.) 

XLIX. 

How  a  certain  duchess  betrayed  a  castle  to  Conan,  king  of  Hun- 
gary, on  condition  that  he  should  marry  her.  He  fulfils  his  promise, 
but  on  the  next  day  orders  lier  to  be  put  to  death,  after  having  been 
publicly  abused.  (Evidently  founded  on  the  classical  legend  of 
Tarpeia.) 
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LI. 

The  reasons  given  by  Tiberius  for  allowing  the  governors  of  pro- 
vinces to  remain  so  long  in  office,      (Aristotle,  Rhetoric,  II.  20.) 

LIT. 

Of  the  noble  conduct  of  Fabius  Masimus,  who,  having  entered  into 
an  agreement  with  Hannibal  for  the  redemption  of  the  Roman  prisoners 
which  the  Senate  refused  to  confirm,  sold  his  only  property  and  with 
the  proceeds  paid  the  amount  himself.  (This  is  narrated  in  Livy,  xxii. 
cap.  23.) 

LIII. 

How  a  certain  woman  of  Syracuse  was  accustomed  to  pray  for  the 
life  of  Dionysius  the  tyrant,  her  reason  being  that  if  he  were  to  die,  his 
place  might  be  filled  by  even  a  worse  tyrant.  (This  is  one  of  the 
Fabies  of  Odo  de  Ceriton,  taken  from  Valerius  Maximus,  VI.  2,  Ex.  2. 
Another  version  from  MS.  Addit.  11,579,  leaf  97,  back,  and  MS.  Arundel 
292,  leaf  13,  is  printed  in  Wright's  Latin  Stories  (Percy  Soc.  1842),  No. 
LI.  p.  49,  which  ends  with  the  proverb — "  Selde  comet  the  lattere  the 
bettere."     See  Douce,  Illustrations,  II.  541.) 

LIV. 

How  the  Emperor  Frederic  II.  built  a  wonderful  marble  gate  on  a 
bridge  at  Capua,  upon  which  statues  of  the  emperor  himself  and  two  of 
his  judges  were  sculpture'd.  Over  the  head  of  each  statue  and  above 
the  gate  were  certain  inscriptions. 

LVI, 

Of  a  prince,  who,  finding  that  he  is  the  object  of  the  envy  of  a  cer- 
tain merchant,  invites  him  to  his  palace,  and  entertains  him  at  a  dinner 
at  which  the  food  is  served  out  of  a  human  skull.  In  his  bedchamber 
the  merchant  finds  two  skeletons  hanging  from  the  ceiling.  The  prince 
explains  these  circumstances  and  proves  to  the  merchant  that  riches  do 
not  always  bring  with  them  happiness.      (In  the  Heptamerou,  32.)     , 

LXV. 

Story  of  a  king  who  in  travelling  comes  to  a  place  where  the  road 
divided  into  four.  Here  is  a  sign-post  with  inscriptions  referring  to 
each  of  the  four  roads.  The  king  reads  the  inscriptions  and  determines 
on  following  the  first  road,  the  notice  as  to  which  is,  "  Oh  king,  if  thou 
ridest  by  this  way,  thou  wilt  find  good  hospitality  for  thyself,  but  thou 
wilt  lose  thy  steed,  and  be  compelled  to  return  on  foot." 

LXIX. 

The  story  of  the  wonderful  shirt  belonging  to  a  carpenter,  which 
retained  its  original  whiteness  so  long  as  his  wife  remained   faithful  to 
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him,  and  of  the  fortunes  of  three  soldiers  who  tempted  her.  (This  is  the 
story  of  the  Wright's  Chaste  Wife,  edited  for  ihe  E.  E.  T.  Society  by  Mr. 
F.  J.  Furnivall  from  a  MS.  in  the  Lambeth  Library.  See  a  somewhat  simi- 
lar tale  quoted  in  Mr.  Wright's  ed.  of  the  Seven  Sages,  p.  xlvi.  It  first 
occurs  in  an  early  French  fabliau,  entitled,  De  la  dame  qui  attrapa  un 
pretre,  un  prevut,  et  un  forestier  (see  Le  Grand,  iv.  246) ;  and  in  Lydgate 
with  the  title  of  Tlie  Tale  of  the  Lady  Prioress  and  her  three  Suitors.  It 
also  forms  the  groundwork  of  Massinger's  play  of  The  Picture.^ 

LXXVI. 

Of  the  wonderful  friendship  and  marvellous  cleverness  of  two  phy- 
sicians, and  of  the  friendly  trial  of  skill  between  them. 

LXXIX. 

Fable  of  the  ass  who,  noticing  the  familiarity  of  his  master's  lap- 
dogs,  and  how  well  they  were  tre§fed,  thought,  "  If  I  were  to  sing  and 
dance  before  my  master,  and  put  my  feet  round  his  neck,  he  would  feed 
me  also  with  dainties,  and  fondle  me." 

LXXX. 

Story  of  a  hermit  who,  seeing  an  innocent  man  unjustlj'  condemned, 
doubts  the  justice  of  God,  and  determines  to  return  into  the  world, 
and  how  it  was  shown  to  him  that  the  judgments  of  God  are  not  as 
those  of  men.  (This  tale  is  the  groundwork  of  Parnell's  Hermit.  It 
occurs  also  in  MS.  Harl.  463,  leaf  8,  with  the  title  De  Angela  qui  duxit 
H&remitam  ad  diversa  Hospitia.) 

LXXXIV 

How  a  lady  gave  to  her  lover  a  falcon,  to  which  he  became  so 
attached  as  to  forget  his  vows  to  her.  Tlie  lady  kills  the  bird,  and  thus 
regains  the  affections  of  her  lover. 

LXXXVIII. 

Story  of  a  prince  who  destroyed  his  enemies  by  the  cunning  strata- 
gem of  feigning  flight,  and  leaving  behind  him  drugged  wine,  of  which 
they  partook  freely,  and  thus  fell  an  easy  prey  to  him.  (In  Herodotus, 
I.  207,  and  Valerius  Maximus,  VII.  4,  Exter.  2.) 

LXXXIX. 

How  a  certain  king  left  by  will  to  his  youngest  son  a  precious  ring, 
and  how  it  was  distinguished  from  others  resembling  it  by  its  miracul- 
ous powers.  (This  story  is  in  tlie  Decameron,  first  day,  Nov.  3,  with 
some  alterations.    It  also  occurs  in  the  Cento  Novelle  Antique,  Nov.  71.) 
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xc. 

Account  of  a  law  that  where  two  brothers  were  left  heirs  to  any 
property,  the  elder  should  divide  the  iuheritance  in  two  parts,  of  which 
the  younger  should  have  his  choice.  A  story  then  follows  showing  how 
a  man  tricked  his  step-brother  out  of  his  inheritance,  by  placing  all  the 
property  as  one  share,  and  as  the  other  the  mother  of  the  younger  son. 
(FroQi  Seneca,  Controv.,  VI.  3.) 

XCII. 

Story  of  a  king  who,  when  warned  by  his  diviners  that  a  male  and 
a  female  snake  which  had  been  discovered  under  a  wall  in  his  castle, 
foreshadowed  the  deaths  of  a  man  or  a  woman,  voluntarily  submitted 
to  be  put  to  death  that  he  might  save  the  life  of  his  wife.  (From 
Pliny,  Hist.  Natural,  VII.  36.) 

XCIII. 

How  the  two  sons  of  a  king  who  had  been  absent  travelling  and 
studying  were  received  by  their  parents  on  their  return  home. 

XCIV. 

How  a  certain  king's  daughter,  who  had  contracted  leprosy  by 
drinking  of  a  certain  fountain,  was  cured  by  being  anointed  with  a 
liquid  which  exuded  from  a  certain  rock,  when  struck  with  a  peculiar 
rod  which  is  pointed  out  by  a  hermit. 

XCV. 

How  Constantine  obtained  the  purple,  being  called  in  by  the 
Romans  to  protect  them  against  the  tyranny  of  Maxentius. 

XCVI. 

How  Alexander  issued  a  proclamation  that  if  any  who  were  under 
any  penalty  to  hitn  would  come  boldly  while  a  candle  which  he  placed 
in  his  hall  continued  burning  they  should  be  forgiven.  (See  also 
No.  XCVIII  below.) 

XCVII. 

Of  three  warnings  received  by  Julius  Ceesar  of  impending  death. 

XCVIII. 

How  the  Romans  were  accustomed,  when  they  besieged  a  castle  or 
city,  to  light  a  candle  of  a  certain  length  ;  and,  as  long  as  this  was 
burning,  they  were  willing  to  receive  applications  for  peace.  (Very 
similar  to  No.  XCVI.) 

C. 

How  a  son  saved  his  mother  from  the  penalty  attached  to  the  crime 
of  adultery.      (Seneca,  Controv.,  I.  4.) 
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CUT. 


Story  of  Domitian,  who  for  a  thousand  pieces  of  silver  bought  three 
maxims  from  a  merchant,  viz  : — (1)  Before  you  do  anything,  think  of 
the  consequences  ;  (2)  Never  leave  the  highway  for  a  bye-way ;  and 
(3)  Never  pass  the  night  as  a  guest  in  a  house  where  the  master  is  an 
old  man  and  his  wife  a  young  woman  ;  and  how  each  of  these  maxims 
saved  his  life, 

CVI. 

Of  three  travellers  who  having  but  one  loaf  between  them  agreed 
that  it  should  be  given  to  whichever  should  dream  the  best  dream  the 
next  night.  On  the  morrow  two  relate  their  dreams,  but  the  third 
declares  how  he  dreamt  that  an  angel  bade  him  eat  the  loaf,  and  that 
he  had  done  so.     (In  Alphonsus,  No.  18.) 

CVIII. 

Of  the  remarkable  friendship  between  two  thieves  who  were  ready 
to  suffer  death  for  eacli  other.  One  is  condemned  to  death,  and  asks 
the  other  to  take  his  place  in  prison  while  he  arranges  his  affairs.  He 
does  so,  and  the  time  having  expired,  is  about  to  be  executed  when  the 
first  returns  to  suffer  the  penalty.  The  judge  in  admiration  of  their 
friendship  and  fidelity  pardons  both  of  them,  (Cicero,  Tuscul.  Qucest., 
V.  22.) 

CXI. 

"The  classical  story  of  Argus  and  Mercury  with  some  romantic 
additions,"  Warton.  (See  another  version  in  Wright's  Latin  Stories, 
Percy  Soc.  1842,  pp.  1,  215.) 

CXIV. 

How  a  certain  woodcutter  who  fell  into  a  pit  in  a  forest  was  sup- 
plied with  food,  and  eventually  delivered,  by  holding  onto  the  tail  of  a 
dragon  which  flew  out  of  the  pit  and  deposited  him  in  a  wood  whence 
he  returned  home.  (Compare  Sinbad's  escape  from  the  Valley  of  Dia- 
monds.) 

cxv. 

How  an  elephant  which  was  so  fierce  that  none  dare  approach  tlie 
forest  where  its  haunt  was,  was  killed  by  two  virgins,  who  out  of  his 
blood  manufacture  a  very  beautiful  purple  and  many  other  curious 
matters,      (See  Introduction,  p.  xi.) 

CXVIII. 

How  a  knight  recovered  certain  money  which  he  had  entrusted  to 
an  agent  when  about  to  travel,  and  which  the  latter  denied  ever  having 
received,  A  person  is  instructed  to  provide  some  strong  gilt  chests,  to 
fill  them  with  'sfones,  and  to  offer  to  deposit  the  pretended  treasure  in 
the  hands  of  the  defrauder.      While  this  negociation  is  going  on,  the 
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claimant  repeats  his  demand,  which  the  false  friend  now  complies  with, 
lest  any  suspicion  should  be  east  on  his  probity  in  the  presence  of  the 
new  dupe.     (In  Alphonsus,  No.  14.) 

CXXII. 

A  knight  wounds  his  eye  while  dressing  his  vines.  In  the  mean- 
time his  wife  is  occupied  with  her  paramour.  The  husband  returning 
liome  unexpectedly  in  consequence  of  the  accident,  his  wife  contrives 
her  lover's  escape  by  kissing  her  husband  on  the  uninjured  eye.  (In 
Alphonsus,  No.  8.  See  a  similar  tale  in  Wright's  Latin  Stories  (Percy 
Soc.  1843),  p.  91,  from  MS.  Harl.  2851.  It  is  also  Nouv.  vi.  of  tlie 
Nouvelles  de  la  Reine  de  Natmrre,  and  is  imitated  in  the  Cent  Nouvelles 
Nouvellcs,  nouv.  xvi,  under  the  title  of  Le  horgne  aveugle.) 

CXXIII. 

A  similar  tale.  The  expedient  in  this  case  is  holding  up  between 
the  husband  and  the  lover  a  sheet  which  the  wife  declares  she  has  been 
occupied  in  making.      (In  Alphonsus,  No.  9.) 

cxxv. 

This  is  the  original  of  the  well-known  story  of  the  "  Three  Black 
Crows."  (Compare  a  similar  story,  printed  in  Wright's  Latin  Stories, 
Percy  Soc.  1842,  p.  104,  from  the  Pvomptuarium  Exemplorum,  with  the 
title,  De.  xl.  corvis  a  parte  posteriori  hominis  evolantibus.  It  is  the  Gtli 
fable  of  book  viii.  of  the  Fables  of  La  Fontaine,  where  it  is  entitled, 
Les  femmes  et  le  secret,  eggs  being  substituted  for  crows.  See  also 
Byrom's  Poems,  vol.  i.  p.  31.) 

CXXVI. 

How  the  curiosity  of  the  wife  of  a  certain  Roman  Senator  was 
punished. 

CXXVI  I. 

A  tale  similar  in  its  character  and  moral  to  No.  LXXX. 

CXXXIII. 

How  two  greyhounds  which  were  bitter  enemies  were  reconciled. 

cxxxv. 

The  story  of  Lucretia,  wife  of  Collatinus. 

CXXXVI. 

How  the  foolish  credulity  of  a  certain  thief,  who  breaks  his  neck  by 
catching  at  a  ray  of  the  moon,  led  to  his  capture  and  death.  (In  the 
Directorium  Humance  Vitw,  and  in  Alphonsus,  No.  22.  See  also 
Wright's  Latin  Stories,  Percy  Soc.  1842,  No.  xxiii,  p.  24.) 
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CXXXVII. 

A  story  based  upon  the  legend  of  Coriolanus  and  his  mother, 

CXXXVIII. 

How  the  son  of  a  certain  king  joins  his  father's  enemies,  but  being 
struck  with  remorse  on  seeing  his  father  wounded  in  battle,  turns 
against  his  new  allies,  puts  them  to  flight,  and  afterwards  becomes 
reconciled  to  his  father. 

CXLII. 

How  a  certain  king  had  a  forest  stocked  with  all  kinds  of  game, 
which  a  traitor  was  in  the  habit  of  destroying  with  dogs  and  nets.^ 

CXLIII. 

A  story  based  on  the  anecdote  of  Dionysius  and  Damocles. 
(Quoted  in  Bromyard,  v.  Homo,  MS.  Reg.  7,  E.  iv,  leaf  226,  back  ;  and 
see  Wright's  Latin  Stones,  Percy  Soc.  1842,  p.  92.) 

CXLIV. 

Corresponding  with  tale  No.  37*  of  MS.  Addit.  9066.  (This  tale  is 
only  noticeable  for  the  fact  that  it  contains  one  of  the  proverbs  in  Ger- 
man, a  circumstance  which  has  led  some  to  believe  the  tales  to  be  of 
German  derivation.  See,  however,  the  remarks  on  this  point  in  the 
Introduction,  pp.  xi,  xii,  and  Oesterley,  p,  262.) 

CXLV. 

A  story,  stated  to  be  taken  from  Albertus  (an  abbot  of  Stade,  and 
author  of  a  Chronicle  from  Adam  to  a.d.  1256),  relating  how  Socrates 
discovered  by  means  of  a  mirror  of  polished  steel,  the  reason  why  the 
air  of  a  certain  pass  between  two  mountains  of  Armenia  was  fatal  to  all 
who  attempted  to  go  by  it,  (Compare  No.  LVII,  of  MS.  Harl.  7333, 
ante,  p.  240.) 

CXLVI. 

The  well-known  reply  of  Diomedes  the  pirate  to  Alexander  the 
Great,  "  I  who  am  master  of  but  one  ship  am  termed  a  pirate ;  but 
thou,  who  dost  oppress  the  world  with  immense  armaments,  art  called 
a  king  and  a  conqueror."     (Cicero,  De  Republ.,  III.) 

CXLV  II. 

How  the  enemies  of  a  certain  king  compassed  his  death  by  poison- 
ing the  water  of  the  well  from  which  he  was  accustomed  to  drink. 

'  This  tale  is  remarkable  as  containing  the  names  of  the  dogs,  which  are 
of  Saxon  origin.  They  are  given  as — Richer,  Emulemin,  HanegifE,  Bandyn, 
Crlsmel,  Egofyn,  Beamis  and  Reneleu.     See  the  lutroduction,  p.  xii. 
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CXLVIIl. 

The  well-known  tale  of  Arion  and  the  dolphin.  (From  Herodotus, 
I.  23,  24.) 

CXLIX. 

A  story  of  Pausanias,  who  when  he  enquired  of  Hermocles,  a  philo- 
sopher, how  he  might  render  his  name  famous,  was  answered  that  if  he 
should  kill  some  illustrious  personage  his  name  would  be  for  ever 
handed  down  to  posterity.  On  hearing  this  he  straightway  slew  Philip 
of  Macedon,  the  father  of  Alexander  the  Great.  (Taken  from  the 
eighth  book  of  Valerius  Maximus,  De  cupicUtate  gloricB,  cap.  xiv.   Exter. 

4.) 

CL 

An  account  from  Pliny  of  a  fountain  which  gushed  forth  at  the 
sound  of  musical  instruments.  (Hist.  Natural.,  II.  103.  Compare 
Neckam,  De  Naturis  Rcrum,  lib.  II.  cap.  v.) 

CLT. 

Of  two  knights,  the  one  envious  and  the  other  covetous.  The  former 
parts  with  his  land  on  condition  of  sleeping  with  the  wife  of  the  latter, 
whom  he  purposely  infects  with  leprosy.  She  communicates  the  disease 
to  the  Emperor's  son,  who,  after  seven  years,  is  cured  by  swallowing  a 
serpent  in  a  bowl  of  wine. 

CLII. 

How  a  certain  king  named  Cleouitus  conveyed  to  the  besieged  in- 
habitants of  one  of  his  cities  the  intimation  that  he  was  on  his  way  to 
relieve  them. 

CLIII. 

The  story  of  Appollonius  of  Tyre,  Pericles,  Prince  of  Tyre. 

CLTV. 

Of  the  city  of  Edessa,  which  in  consequence  of  the  presence  in  it  of 
an  image  of  our  Saviour,  could  never  be  besieged  by  any  enemies. 
(See  tlie  Life  of  St.  Alexius,  E.  E.  Text  Soc.  ed.  Furnivall,  p.  34.) 

CLV. 

How  a  certain  knight  named  Albert  fought  with  a  spirit  and  over- 
came him  and  captured  his  steed,  which,  however,  disappeared  at  the 
sound  of  the  cockcrow.^     (This  tale  is  quoted  by  Harrison,  Description 

'  This  tale  is  important  from  the  fact  of  the  author  in  his  preface  stating 
that  the  circumstance  occurred  "  in  Anglia,  utnarrat  Gervaslus,  ad  termiyios 
ejjlscojjatus  Ulioiensis"  near  a  certain  castle  '•  Cathitirica  nomine,^'  and  at  a 
place  called  Wandlebury,  a  name  given,  he  says,  "  quod  ilUc  Wandali  partes 
Britannie  seva  Christlanorum  peremptione  vastantes  castrametati  sunt." 
The  circumstance,  he  further  states,  was  well  known  to  many,  and  he  himself 
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of  England,  ed,  1587,  p.  129,  col.  1,  from  "  Geruase  of  Tilberie  ....  a 
man  as  it  were  euen  sold  to  vtter  matters  of  more  admiration  than 
credit  to  the  world.  For  what  a  tale  telleth  he  in  his  De  otio  imperiali, 
of  Wandleburie  hilles,  that  lie  within  sight  and  by  south  of  Cambridge. 
.  .  .  and  of  a  spirit  that  would  of  custome  in  a  moone  shine  night  (if  he 
were  chalenged  and  called  thereunto)  run  at  tilt  and  turnie  in  complet 
armor  with  anie  knight  or  gentleman  whomsoeuer,  in  that  place  :  and 
how  one  Osbert  of  Barnewell  armed  himself,"  &c.) 

CLVI. 

The  stratagem  of  Ulysses  by  which  Achilles  was  detected  in  his  dis- 
guise as  a  woman, 

CLVII. 

Of  the  cunning  porter  of  a  certain  king  who  as  a  reward  for  his  ser- 
vices was  allowed  to  have  charge  of  the  city  gates  for  one  month,  with 
liberty  to  demand  a  penny  from  ever}'  hunch-back,  another  from  every 
one-eyed  person,  another  from  every  leper,  another  from  every  ruptured 
man,  &c.  A  hunch-back  comes  to  the  gate  and  having  refused  to  pay 
the  first  penny,  is  discovered  to  have  all  the  other  defects,  and  is  taxed 
accordingly.  (This  tale  occurs  in  Petrus  Alphonsus,  De  Clericali  Dis- 
cipllna,  No.  5,  and  the  Cento  Nouvelle  Antique,  Nov.  50.  See  also  Le 
Grand,  Fabliaux,  III.  252.) 

CLVIII. 

Of  the  tomb  of  Pallas,  the  son  of  Evander,  discovered  at  Rome,  2240 
years  after  the  destruction  of  Troy. 

CLTX. 
An  account  of  the  invention  of  wine,  "  founded  on  a  rabbinical  tra- 
dition related  by  Fabricius.  When  Noah  planted  the  vine,  Satan 
attended,  and  sacrificed  a  sheep,  a  lion,  an  ape,  and  a  sow.  These 
animals  were  to  symbolise  the  gradations  of  ebriety.  When  a  man 
begins  to  drink,  he  is  meek  and  ignorant  as  the  lamb,  then  becomes 
bold  as  the  lion  :  his  courage  is  soon  transformed  into  the  foolishness  of 
the  ape,  and  at  last  he  wallows  in  the  mire  like  a  sow." — Warton.  (See 
Chaucer,  Manciples  Prologue,  1.  44.) 

CLX. 
How  an  evil  spirit,  which  had  taken  upon  itself  the  form  of  a  lady, 
was  forced  to  resume  its  original  form  at  the  words  of  consecration  in 
the  mass. 

CLX  I. 
Hoxp  in  a  certain  wood  in  England,  thirsty  hunters  were  supplied 
with  refreshment  by  a  benevolent  spirit.      A  certain  knight,  instead  of 

had  heard  it  both  from  the  inhabitants  and  natives  of  the  place,  "  qvnm  ah 
incolis  et  indlgenis  aitditui  meo  subjeci."  See  remarks  in  the  Introduction, 
p.  xii. 
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returning  the  horn  after  drinking,  retained  it  for  his  own  use.  But 
the  knight's  lord  hearing  of  the  action,  condemns  the  thief,  and  presents 
the  horn  to  Henry  the  Elder,  king  of  England  (Henry  I,  according  to 
Warton.     From  Gervais  of  Tilbury,  III.  60). 

CLXII. 

A  certain  man  wishes  his  daughter  at  the  devil.  She  is  immedi- 
ately carried  off  by  demons.  The  father  at  length  receives  her  back  on 
going  to  a  certain  hill  in  Catalonia,  wherein  was  a  palace  of  demons. 
(Also  from  Gervais,  III.  66.) 

CLXIII. 

A  pupil  who  while  out  with  his  tutor  sees  a  horse,  over  whose  back 
had  passed  a  rope,  at  each  end  of  which  was  a  sheep,  and  which  chafed 
his  sores  and  galled  him  exceedingly  ;  maddened  by  the  pain  the  horse 
rushes  into  a  miller's  house,  and  scattering  the  fire  from  the  hearth 
about  the  room  sets  the  whole  house  in  a  blaze,  being  burnt  up  itself 
along  with  the  sheep.  The  pupil  is  ordered  by  his  tutor  to  compose 
some  verses  on  the  incident,  showing  who  is  responsible  for  the  damage 
to  the  house.  Cgelestinus,  the  pupil,  racks  his  brains,  but  is  unable  to 
execute  the  task  ;  at  last  he  meets  the  devil  in  the  form  of  a  man,  who 
on  the  usual  conditions,  ofl'ers  to  compose  the  verses  for  him  :  Caelesti- 
nus  agrees,  and  the  devil  produces  the  following  : — 

"  Nexus  ovem  binam,  per  spinam  traxit  equinam  ; 

Lapsus  surgit  equus,  pendet  utrumque  pecus. 

Ad  molendinum  pondus  portabat  equinuni, 
Dispergendo  focum  se  cremat  atque  locum, 
Custodes  aberant  singula  damna  ferant." 

(For  another  version  of  this  tale  see  the  Bagford  Ballads,  Ballad 
Society,  ed.  Ebsworth,  II.  403.) 

CLXIV. 

Account  of  a  conversation  between  Our  Lord  and  St.  Peter.  The 
latter  describes  five  men  whom  he  had  seen,  and  whom  he  thought 
madmen.  The  first  was  eating  sand  ;  a  second  inhaling  the  fumes  of 
pitch  and  sulphur  ;  a  third  lying  on  a  burning  furnace,  for  the  sake  of 
heat,  and  endeavouring  to  eat  the  sparks  ;  the  fourth  trying  to  catch 
the  wind  ;  and  the  fifth  devouring  his  own  members,  and  laughing 
incessantly.     (See  Swan,  vol.  II.  p.  331.) 

CLXV. 

A  similar  tale.  In  this  case  there  are  only  three  men.  The  first 
made  a  bundle  of  faggots,  and  because  it  was  too  heavy  for  him  added 
more  wood  to  it,  hoping  thus  to  make  it  lighter  :  the  second  was  draw- 
ing water  from  a  deep  well  with  a  sieve ;  and  the  third  carried  a  beam 
in  his  chariot,  and  wishing  to  enter  to  his  house,  though  the  gate  was 
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too  narrow  and  low,  whipped  his  horse  violently  against  it,  until  all 
fell  down  into  a  deep  well. 

CLXVI. 

A  long  and  confused  account  of  the  game  of  chess.  The  men  are 
divided  into  six  kinds.  First  Rochiis,  the  castle  or  rook  ;  secondly, 
Aljjhimos,  the  bishop;  thirdly,  the  knight;  fourthly,  the  pawns  ;  fifthly, 
the  queen  ;  and  lastly,  the  king.  The  king's  pawn  is  termed  the  mer- 
chant ;  the  bishop's  pawn,  the  woolcarder  ;  and  the  rook's  pawn  the 
husbandman.  The  moves  of  the  knight  were  exactly  as  at  present. 
The  pawns  had  the  power  of  queening  as  with  us  ;  but  though  they 
could  capture  pieces  diagonally,  they  did  not  take  the  square  of  the 
captured  piece,  but  moved  straight  on.  The  queen  had  less  power  than 
any  other  piece,  only  commanding  the  four  squares  of  the  same  colour 
adjacent  to  that  on  which  she  stood  :  if  she  left  the  side  of  the  king,  she 
was  liable  to  capture.  The  king  moved  as  with  us,  and  once  in  a  game 
was  allowed  to  move  as  a  knight.  After  the  description  of  each  piece 
comes  the  moralization.  (See  Tale  No,  XXI.  in  Harl.  7333,  p.  70,  and 
the  notes,  p.  459 — 461.) 

CLXVII. 

An  archer,  having  caught  a  nightingale,  is  about  to  kill  her,  but 
she  offers,  if  he  will  spare  her,  to  tell  him  three  rules  of  life  which  will* 
be  of  great  service  to  him.  He  agrees,  and  she  gives  the  rules  as  fol- 
lows : — (1)  Never  attempt  what  is  impossible  ;  (2)  Do  not  grieve  over 
an  irrecoverable  loss  ;  and  (3)  Do  not  believe  in  what  is  incredible. 
(This  is  Lydgate's  "  Chorle  and  the  Bird,"  printed  for  the  Roxburghe 
Club,  in  1822.      See  Schmidt's  notes  on  P.  Alphonsus,  p.  151.) 

CLXIX. 

The  tale  of  Solon  (here  called  Ligurius)  binding  the  Athenians  to 
observe  faithfully  his  laws  till  his  return.  Dying  in  voluntary  exile  in 
Crete,  the  people  brought  back  his  bones,  thinking  thus  to  free  them- 
selves from  their  obligation.     The  laws,  12  in  number,  are  then  stated. 

CLXX. 

Told  thus  by  Caxton,  Game  of  the  Chesse  : — 

"  Hit  happend  on  a  tyme  that  saynt  bernard  rode  on  an  hors  about 
the  contreye  and  mette  with  an  hasardour  or  dyse  player,  which  sayd  to 
hym,  thou  goddes  man  wilt  thou  playe  at  dyse  with  me,  thyn  hors 
ayenst  my  sowle  ?  to  whom  saynt  bernard  answered,  yf  thou  wylt 
oblyge  thy  sowle  to  me  ayenst  my  hors,  I  wyl  a-lyght  doun  and  playe 
with  the,  and  yf  thou  haue  mo  poyntes  than  I  on  thre  dyse  I  promyse 
the  thou  shalt  haue  myn  hors;  and  then  he  was  glad  and  anone  caste 
thre  dyse  ;  and  on  eche  dyse  was  a  six,  whiche  made  xviij  poyntes,  and 
anone  he  took  the  hors  by  the  brydel  as  he  that  was  seure  that  he  had 
wonne,  and  sayd  that  the  hors  was  his.     And  than  saynt  bernard  sayd, 
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abyde  ray  sone,  for  tliere  be  mo  poyntes  on  the  dyse  than  xviij,  and 
than  he  caste  the  dyse  in  suche  wyse  that  one  of  the  iij  dyse  clefte 
asondre  in  the  myddes,  and  on  that  one  parte  was  vj.  and  on  that  other 
side  an  aas,  and  eche  of  that  other  was  a  sise.  And  than  saynt  bernard 
sayd  that  he  had  wonne  his  sowle  for  as  moche  as  he  cast  on  thre  dyse 
xix  poyntes.  And  than  when  this  player  sawe  and  aperceyvyd  this 
myracle,  he  gaf  his  sowle  to  saynt  bernard  and  became  a  monke,  and 
fynysshed  his  lyf  in  good  werkys."      The  third  traytije^  cap.  viij. 

The  original  Latin  version  differs  slightly  from  the  above  :  accord- 
ing to  it  the  gambler  throws  17,  and  Saint  Bernard  18.  Swan,  II.  614, 
says  the  story  is  compounded  of  two  in  the  Golden  Legende,  fol.  218, 
but  wrongly. 

CLXXII. 

The  history  of  the  life  of  Gny  Earl  of  Warwick.  (Edited  from 
the  Auchinleck  MS.  for  the  E.  E.  Text  Soc.  by  Prof  Zupitza,  1877.) 

CLXXIII. 

Of  a  scholar  and  his  tutor,  who  at  a  fair  buy  eight  packages,  eacli 
of  which  contains  one  of  the  beatitudes,  as  given  in  the  Sermon  on  the 
Mount  (Matt.  v.  3—10). 

CLXXIV. 

An  emperor  frees  a  serpent  which  had  been  bound  to  a  tree,  and 
puts  it  in  his  bosom.  No  sooner  does  it  recover  than  it  bites  him,  and 
injects  poison  into  the  wound.  Being  reproached  for  its  ingratitude  it 
pleads  the  instinct  of  nature.  The  question  is  left  to  a  philosopher,  who, 
under  pretence  of  seeing  how  it  had  happened,  induces  the  serpent  to 
allow  itself  again  to  be  bound  to  the  tree,  where  after  reproaching  it,  he 
leaves  it  to  die. 

CLXXV. 
Accounts  from  Pliny  of  wonderful  races  of  men  on  the  earth  ;  some 
with  but  one   eye  ;   women  without  heads,  having  eyes  and  mouth  in 
their  breasts,  men  with  only  one  leg,  &c.     (Hist.  Natural,  VII.  2.) 

CLXXVI. 

Similar  accounts  of  a  monstrous  child,  and  of  a  sweet-smelling  tree 
in  India,  which  became  barren  from  the  venom  of  a  snake,  which  took 
up  its  abode  at  its  foot,  and  how  it  was  made  fertile.  (See  also  No. 
CLXXXV.) 

CLXXVII. 

The  history  of  Esther  and  Mordecai, 

CLXXVIII. 

An  allegorical  picture  made  for  a  certain  king,  pointing  out  the 
best  mode,  of  governing  himself  and  his  empire. 
GESTA.  34 
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CLXXIX. 

A  discourse  against  gluttony  and  drunkenness. 

CLXXX. 

How  a  certain  Onulphus,  surnamed  Papien,  contrived  the  escape  of 
his  master,  King  Portaticus,  by  disguising  him  as  his  squire. 

CLXXXI. 

A  tale  of  a  lion  and  his  lioness,  almost  identical  with  Cap.  LXXXII. 
and  W.  de  Worde,  No.  28.     (Pliny,  Hist.  Natural,  VIII.  16.) 

Here  the  printed  Latin  Editions  end  :  the  remaining  tales  are  from 
Latin  versions  printed  by  Herr  Oesterley  in  the  Appendix  to  his  edition 
of  the  Gesta  Romanorum,  Vol.  II.  pp.  588 — 091  from  various  MSS.  The 
numbering  follows  that  in  his  edition  :  numbers  passed  over  represent- 
ing tales  corresponding  to  others  in  the  English  Versions. 

CLXXXII. 

A  certain  king  when  starting  on  his  travels  commits  his  daughter  to 
the  charge  of  a  nobleman,  promising  him  rewards  if  he  performs  his 
duty  satisfactorily.  The  nobleman,  however,  neglects  her,  and  on  hear- 
ing of  the  king's  approaching  return,  in  alarm  consults  three  friends,  one 
of  whom  he  loves  more  than  himself;  the  second,  as  much  as  himself; 
and  the  third,  only  moderately.  The  first  two  give  him  advice  how  to 
act,  but  the  third  takes  the  maiden,  dresses  her  and  prepares  her  for  the 
coming  of  her  father,  so  that  the  neglect  of  the  guardian  escapes  notice. 
(This  tale  seems  compounded  of  Nos.  33  and  36  of  MS.  Harl.  7333.) 

CLXXXllI. 

The  anecdote  of  Diogenes  and  Alexander. 

CLXXXIV. 

A  story  from  Valerius  Maximus,  how  a  boy  who  was  assisting 
Alexander  at  sacrifice,  allowed  a  burning  coal  to  remain  on  his  arm, 
preferring  to  endure  the  pain,  rather  than  disturb  the  sacrifice.  (Evi- 
dently connected  with  the  classical  legend  of  Scaevola.) 

CLXXXV. 

A  serpent,  called  Jaculus,  took  up  its  abode  at  the  root  of  a  certain 
Bweet-smelling  and  fruit-bearing  tree,  which  became  barren  through  its 
venom.  The  owner  of  the  tree  restores  its  fertility  by  means  of  tkeriaque. 
(This  is  the  latter  part  of  Tale  No.  CLXXVL) 

CLXXXVI.    • 

Account  of  a  magic  image  set  up  by  Virgil  at  Rome,  surrounded  by 
statues  representing  all  the  countries  subject  to  the  Roman  empire.     If 
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at  any  time  there  broke  out  a  rebellion  in  any  of  these  countries,  tlio 
image  struck  a  bell,  and  at  once  an  armed  knight  mounted  on  a  brazen 
horse  came  forward  and  pointed  with  his  spear  to  the  statue  represent- 
ing that  country,  thus  giving  warning  to  the  Eomans.  (This  tale  is 
from  Neckam,  here  called  "  Alexander,  philosophus.''''  See  his  De 
Nuturis  Rerum,  ed.  Wright,  p.  310.  The  story  is  of  frequent  occurrence 
in  legendary  histories  :  it  first  occurs,  but  without  the  name  of  Virgil, 
in  a  Latin  MS.  of  the  8th  cent.,  in  a  passage  published  by  Docen,  and 
republished  by  Keller  in  his  Introduction  to  the  SejH  Sages.  It  is  also 
found  in  Vincent  of  Beauvais,  and  in  the  Seven  Sages  ;  see  p.  64  of  Mr. 
Wright's  ed.  for  the  Percy  Society.) 

CLXXXVII. 

Story  of  the  only  daughter  of  a  king,  for  whom  her  father  builds  a 
splendid  palace,  in  which  she  passes  her  life,  without  any  company  save 
an  old  nurse.  By  means  of  messengers,  however,  she  contrives  to  be 
informed  of  all  that  passes  in  the  world. 

CLXXXVIII. 

Of  two  monks,  brothers,  in  the  same  monastery,  one  of  whom  passes 
all  his  time  in  study,  while  the  other  is  illiterate.  The  former  asks  the 
latter  how  he  spends  his  time,  to  which  the  latter  replies — "  I  have 
learnt  three  letters,  which  I  daily  revolve  in  my  mind  and  reflect  upon. 
One  is  black,  the  second  red,  and  the  third  white."  These  letters  are 
then  explained,     (In  Bromyard,  v.  p.  2,  20.) 

CXC. 

King  Symachus  covets  the  land  of  a  knight  named  Leuncius,  and 
commands  him  on  pain  of  forfeiture  of  his  estate  to  procure  and  bring  to 
him  within  eight  days,  a  black  dog,  a  black  horse,  a  black  falcon,  and 
a  black  horn.  The  knight  is  in  despair,  but  acting  on  the  directions  of 
an  old  hermit,  who  gives  him  a  staff,  he  goes  to  a  certain  castle,  and  on 
announcing  that  he  has  come  from  the  lord  of  that  staff,  is  at  once  pro- 
vided with  the  things  he  seeks.  Acting  on  the  advice  of  the  old  hermit 
he  refrains  from  mounting  the  horse  or  blowing  the  horn,  but  gives 
them  to  the  Emperor,  who  on  making  use  of  them  is  immediately  carried 
off  to  hell. 

CXCI. 

A  man  in  his  journey  comes  to  a  bridge.  He  is  afraid  to  cross 
because  he  sees  on  his  right  hand  a  dragon,  on  his  left  the  sea,  and  in 
front  a  ferocious  lion.  He  is  about  to  retrace  his  steps,  when  an  angel 
appears,  holding  a  naked  sword  and  a  crown.  With  the  sword  he  slays 
the  lion  and  the  dragon,  and  is  then  crowned  victor  by  the  angel. 
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CXCVII. 

A  dispute  between  four  hermits  as  to  which  of  them  possesses  the 
most  noble  virtue.  It  is  settled  by  a  voice  from  heaven,  in  answer  to 
their  prayers. 

CXCVIII. 

The  account  of  a  cunning  stratagem  of  Alexander  the  Great,  by 
means  of  which  he  drew  away  from  Porus,  king  of  India,  and  attached 
to  himself,  all  the  nobles  of  the  country,  thus  rendering  the  defeat  of 
the  latter  and  the  conquest  of  India  easy  for  himself. 

CXCIX. 

A  similar  story  to,  and  told  almost  in  the  same  words,  as  No.  191. 

CC. 

The  classical  legend  of  Theseus  and  the  Minotaur,  told  with  some 
variations. 

CCI. 

The  account  of  the  birth  and  family  of  St.  Laurence.  (See  Legenda 
Aurea,  p.  488.) 

ecu. 

How  a  certain  knight,  who  devoted  himself  wholly  to  worldly 
pleasures  and  pursuits,  was  converted  by  his  wife,  who  shows  him  that 
wliile  she  has  a  beautiful  and  pleasing  face,  behind  she  is  full  of  rotten- 
ness and  filth,  and  declares  that  she  is  an  example  of  what  the  world 
is.      (In  Bromyard  M.  13,  2 ;  and  C.  6,  20.) 

CCI  II. 
A  king  invites  Alexander  to  a  banquet,  and  to  amuse  him  provides 
four  beautiful  maidens;  one,  the  duchess  of  Sicily;  the  second,  of  France  ; 
the  third,  of  Arabia ;  and  the  fourth  of  Africa.  When  conducted  to  his 
chamber  he  finds  round  his  bed  four  splendid  paintings,  the  sight  of 
which  causes  him  to  forget  the  maidens.     (In  Holkot's  Moralitates,  1.) 

CCIV. 

Of  Sardanapalus,  a  king  of  Greece,  who  was  so  much  addicted  to 
pleasure,  that  the  Greeks  set  up  an  image  of  him  as  the  emblem  of  luxury. 
The  statue  represented  him  as  reclining  on  a  couch,  which  rested  on 
four  foxes,  each  of  which  had  an  inscription  round  its  head.  (In 
Holkot's  Moralitates,  4.) 

ccv. 

Of  the  Emperor  Tiberius.  It  is  similar  to  the  first  part  of  No.  44, 
except  that  the  nickname  given  to  him  is  Liberius,  instead  of  Bacchus. 
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CCVT. 

Tliat  the  heathens  represented  Piety  under  the  similitude  of  a  heart 
divided  into  two  parts.     (In  Holkot's  Moralitates,  8.) 

CCVII. 

The  continuation  of  the  preceding.  Penitence  was  represented  as 
a  naked  man  holding  in  his  hand  a  scourge  of  five  thongs,  on  each  of 
which  was  an  inscription.      (In  Holkot's  Moralitates,  9.) 

CCVIII. 

A  story  given  on  the  authority  of  Livy,  that  a  golden  tablet  having 
been  discovered,  the  Romans  consulted  Apollo  as  to  whom  it  was  to 
be  given.  The  god  replied,  "  to  the  wisest  man,"  The  Romans  there- 
fore presented  it  to  Thales,  but  he  passed  it  on  to  Bias,  and  the  latter  to 
another,  until  at  last  it  came  to  Solomon,  the  seventh  of  the  Seven 
Sages,  who  painted  on  it  a  representation  of  Humility,  as  a  man  with 
his  head  bowed,  and  placed  it  in  the  temple  of  Apollo.  (In  Plutarch, 
Solon,  4  ;  Diogenes  Laertius,  Life  of  Thales ;  Holkot's  Moralitates, 
13,  &c.) 

CCIX. 

That  the  goddess  Fortune  was  depicted  as  a  woman  seated  in  a 
chariot  drawn  by  three  horses,  having  two  faces,  the  one  dark  and  the 
other  bright  and  clear,  and  completely  blind.     (In  Holkot,  Moral.,  11.) 

CCXI. 

The  scriptural  story  of  Naaman  and  Elisha. 

CCXIII. 

An  account  of  the  image  seen  in  a  dream  by  Nebuchadnezzar  (Daniel 
ii.  31 — 35),  here  stated  to  have  been  seen  by  Daniel  himself 

CCXIV. 

Of  a  brazen  column  in  Jerusalem,  on  which  was  a  statue  of  our 
Lord,  wearing  a  robe  with  broad  hems,  after  the  manner  of  the  Jews. 
"Whatever  person  suffering  from  any  disease  touched  this  hem  was  at 
once  made  whole.     (This  story  is  evidently  founded  on  Matt.  ix.  21.) 

ccxv. 

A  woman  is  convicted  of  adultery  and  handed  over  to  the  execu- 
tioner to  be  put  to  death.  He,  however,  moved  with  compassion,  does 
not  kill  her  at  once,  but  shuts  her  up  to  die  of  hunger.  Finding,  after 
a  time,  that  she  is  still  alive,  he  discovers  on  investigation  that  her 
daughter,  whom  he  had  allowed  to  visit  her,  had  sustained  her  mother 
with  her  milk.      (From  Pliny,  Hist.  Naltiral.,  VII.  36.) 


534  APPENDIX. 

CCXVIII. 

The  classical  legend  of  Perseus  and  Medusa. 

CCXIX. 

How  the  son  of  the  king  of  Jerusalem  married  the  daughter  of  the 
king  of  Babylon. 

ccxx. 

A  certain  king  has  a  very  handsome  wife,  to  whom  he  one  day 
sends  two  messengers.  The  first,  who  keeps  his  eyes  averted  from  her, 
reports  her  answer  word  for  word,  but  the  second  is  unable  to  speak 
of  anything  but  the  beauty  of  his  mistress.  The  king,  therefore, 
promotes  the  former,  but  discharges  the  latter  from  his  service. 

CCXXI. 

Of  a  knight  who  proclaims  a  tournament  in  honour  of  his  mistress, 
and  covers  his  armour  with  inscriptions  on  the  subject  of  love. 

CCXXII. 

A  story  (said  to  be  from  the  Annals  of  the  Jews  by  Romulus  ^)  of 
a  tyrannical  king  who  left  his  country  in  order  to  visit  a  certain 
lady  whom  he  loved.  By  her  influence  he  becomes  so  much  softened 
and  religious,  that  after  his  return  to  his  own  country  he  distributes 
gifts  to  all  his  people,  and  proclaims  a  general  amnesty.  (In  Holkot, 
Moral,  33.) 

CCXXIII. 

A  certain  prince  had  two  sons  of  whom  one  resided  with  his  father 
in  his  palace,  while  the  other  served  with  the  army  in  a  dangerous 
campaign.  The  father  sends  three  letters  to  his  younger  son,  giving 
him  advice  by  the  hands  of  messengers,  and  a  fourth  letter  by  the  hand 
of  his  elder  son.  The  first  three  letters  are  explained  in  the  tale,  but 
the  fourth  is  omitted.  It  is,  however,  given  in  the  Moralite,  but  the 
third  and  fourth  are  reversed.      (Holkot,  Moral.,  5,) 

CCXXIV, 
The  same  tale  as  W.  de  Worde,  No.  5,  but  very  much  abbreviated. 

ccxxv. 

A  story  (from  Eomulus,  Annals  of  the  Jeivs,)  of  a  lady  who  deserts 
her  husband  and  lives  with  another.  After  some  time,  she  repents,  and, 
in  order  to  gain  her  husband's  forgiveness,  sends  him  four  rings  and  a 
letter.  On  tlie  first  ring  was — I  die  of  love  ;  on  the  second — I  die  for 
thee  ;  on  the  third — While  I  perish  I  hope  ;   and  on  the  fourth — la 

'  That  is,  the  Latin  FaMes  of  Komulus ;  see  Robert,  Fables  InediteSf 
ii.  550. 
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hope  I  repent.  In  the  letter  was  written — Him  whom  I  deserted  I 
love  ;  him  whom  I  loved  I  desert ;  for  what  I  have  done  I  repent, 
and  in  repentance  return.      (Holkot,  Moral.,  29.) 

CCXXVI, 

A  Roman  while  excavating  foundations  for  an  enlargement  of  Lis 
house  finds  four  tablets  joined.  On  the  first  is  written — From  a  few 
came  many  ;  on  the  second — From  many  are  few  ;  on  the  third — From 
amongst  all,  none  ;  on  the  fourth — By  one  were  all.  The  inscriptions 
are  explained  by  an  angel. 

CCXXVII 

Of  a  certain  lady,  who  is  wooed  by  four  kings,  who  promise  her 
various  gifts  and  present  her  with  tablets  variously  inscribed.  (Holkot, 
Moral,  28.) 

CCXXVIII. 

Of  the  natural  enmity  between  the  toad  and  the  nightingale,  in  con- 
sequence of  which  the  latter  is  obliged  to  remain  in  the  densest  thickets. 
(Holkot,  Moral,  23.) 

CCXXIX. 

A  Jew  falls  into  a  pit  on  the  sabbath-day,  and  on  the  next  day 
(Sunday)  wishes  to  be  drawn  out,  but  the  owner  of  the  land  forbids 
it,  saying  : — "  Yesterday  he  observed  his  sabbath,  to-day  he  shall  observe 
mine." 

ccxxx. 

of  a  girl  who  was  afflicted  with  leprosy,  which  could  only  be 
cured  by  her  bathing  in  royal  blood.  A  king  loves  her  so  much  that 
for  her  sake  he  allowed  blood  to  be  taken  from  him  to  such  an  extent 
as  to  cause  his  death. 

CCXXXI. 

The  story  of  Piramus  and  Thisbe. 

CCXXXIII. 

The  biblical  story  of  Jael  and  Sisera, 

CCXXXIV. 

A  certain  king  had  a  field  which  he  gave  up  to  his  servants,  with 
the  exception  of  one  tree,  the  fruit  of  which  he  reserves  for  himself. 
They,  however,  seize  the  fruit  for  themselves  and  are  in  consequence 
ejected,  but  afterwards  on  their  expressing  their  contrition  are  restored. 

ccxxxv. 

Of  a  king  to  whom  the  use  of  strong  wine  was  almost  fatal,  and 
who  consequently  was  obliged  to  drink  it  mixed  with  water.  A 
treacherous  knight  gives  him  unmixed  wine  to  drink,  with  the  intention 
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of  killing  him,  but  is  frustrated  by  a  faithful  servant,  who  adds  water, 
and  thus  saves  the  king's  life. 

CCXXXVI. 

Of  a  simple  countryman  who  at  a  feast  filled  his  bosom  with  cups 
and  vessels  of  gold  and  silver.  When  about  to  leave  he  is  stopped  by 
the  porter,  and  the  plunder  taken  away  from  him.  (Holkot,  Moral., 
42.     It  in  part  resembles  No.  CXCVIII.) 

CCXXXVIT. 

The  classical  legend  of  Ulysses  and  the  Sirens. 

CCXXXVIIl. 

A  story  almost  exactly  corresponding  with  Harl.  7333,  No.  33.  In 
the  present  case,  however,  the  young  man  really  had  committed  murder, 
and  is  sentenced  to  death,  but  is  saved  by  the  third  friend,  who  collects 
a  number  of  poor  people,  and  rescues  him. 

COXXXIX. 

A  woman  being  about  to  bear  a  child,  goes  according  to  custom  to 
the  temples  to  enquire  whether  the  child  will  be  a  boy  or  a  girl.  The 
answer  is,  a  boy,  and  three  of  the  gods  promise  him  a  gift  each,  viz. 
beauty,  courage  and  riches.  The  woman  dissatisfied,  in  return  ofi'ers  to 
these  gods  respectively,  mud,  spittle,  and  scoffs.  The  child  when  born 
has  the  head  of  an  ape,  the  hands  and  arms  of  a  goose,  and  his  skin 
torn,  and  squinting  eyes,      (Holkot,  Moral.,  46.) 

CCXL. 

The  god  of  love  depicted  as  surrounded  with  four  wheels ;  on  the 
first  of  which  is  written — honoro  ;  on  the  second — lahoro  ;  on  the  third 
— clulcor  ;  and  on  the  fourth — consolor.     (Holkot,  Moral.,  41.) 

CCXLI. 

■ 

A  man  suffers  under  a  delusion  that  he  is  dead,  and  refuses  to  eat  or 
drink  or  do  any  act.  He  is  cured  by  a  physician,  who  by  persuading 
him  that  certain  disguised  slaves  whom  he  sees  eating  and  drinking  are 
really  dead,  induces  him  to  take  some  food  in  which  he  administers 
some  strong  medicine. 

CCXLII. 

A  certain  girl  has  five  brothers,  all  of  them  poor.  The  first  is  a 
musician  ;  the  second,  a  painter  ;  the  third,  a  spice  merchant  ;  the 
fourth,  a  cook  ;  and  the  fifth,  a  pimp.  Each  of  the  brothers  tries  by 
promises  to  obtain  from  her  a  valuable  pearl  which  is  her  only  wealth, 
but  she  refuses,  reserving  it  for  her  marriage  portion. 
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CCXLV. 

An  account  of  the  properties  of  the  loadstone  and  the  diamond. 
(From  Alexander  Neckham,  De  Naturis  Rerum^  p.  18i.) 

CCXLVI. 

A  man  deposits  ten  casks  of  oil  in  the  house  of  a  neighbour,  whom 
he  accuses  afterwards  of  having  stolen  a  part  of  it.  By  the  sagacity  of 
a  philosopher,  who  causes  the  dregs  of  the  oil  to  be  measured,  the 
knavery  of  the  accuser  is  discovered.      (In  Alphonsus,  No.  15.) 

CCXLVII. 

Of  the  daughter  of  a  king  who  always  walked  with  her  head  erect, 
and  was  blind  and  maimed  in  both  hands. 

CCXLYIII. 

That  a  vulture  when  it  has  taken  a  larger  prey  than  it  can  carry  ofif 
at  once,  divides  it  and  so  takes  it  away  by  degrees. 

CCLII. 
A  description  of  a  Eoman  triumph, 

CCLIII. 

An  account  from  Isidore  of  two  fountains  in  Sicily,  the  one  of  which 
had  the  property  of  turning  barren  things  into  fruitful,  the  other  of 
turning  fruitful  things  into  barren,  (Isidore,  Olig.,  XIII.  13.  See  also 
Neckam,  De  Naturis  Rerum,  lib.  II.  cap.  8,  p.  131.) 

CCLIV. 

How  love  was  represented  as  a  boy  with  four  wings,  ou  each  of 
which  was  an  inscription  denoting  some  quality  of  the  god.  (Holkot, 
Moral.,  6.) 

CCLV. 

How  the  oracle  of  Delphi  was  represented  as  a  man,  having  his  head 
and  body  turned  towards  heaven,  and  resting  on  four  angels,  each 
holding  in  his  hand  a  small  wheel.  On  the  angels  are  inscriptions 
referring  to  the  god.     (Holkot,  Moral.,  2.) 

CCLVII. 

An  account,  from  St.  Adalbert,  of  a  certain  fish  called  Algarus, 
which  takes  its  birth  in  the  bottom  of  the  sea,  and  is  at  first  a  little 
worm,  but  gradually  grows  into  a  large  fish.  If  thrown  up  by  the  sea 
on  to  dry  land  it  rots  away,  and  if  again  covered  by  the  sea  its  flesh 
falls  off  and  it  begins  to  grow  again. 
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CCLVIII. 

Three  wise  men  were  asked  what  was  the  strongest  thing  in  the 
world.  The  first  said,  wine  ;  the  second,  a  woman  ;  and  the  third,  a 
king.     Et  omnes  verum  dixerunt. 

CCLIX. 

This  is  simply  a  repetition  of  Luke  ii.  1 — "  It  came  to  pass  in  those 
days,  that  there  went  out  a  decree  from  Csesar  Augustus  that  all  the 
world  should  be  taxed  "  {ut  totus  munclus  subjiceret  censum  inscriptum). 

CCLX. 

A  certain  necromancer  had  a  book  in  which  were  written  many 
charms  and  incantations.  A  pupil  during  his  master's  absence  stole 
the  book,  and  started  towards  his  own  country.  The  necromancer  on 
his  return,  finding  the  book  gone,  by  means  of  magic  ascertains  which 
road  tlie  thief  had  taken  and  sets  off  in  pursuit  of  him.  The  pupil 
knowing  that  he  can  not  long  escape,  hides  under  a  bridge  over  which 
the  necromancer  passes  without  discovering  him. 

CCLXI. 

Why  some  animals  are  useful  for  labour,  but  not  good  for  food ; 
others  are  good  for  food,  but  useless  for  labour ;  while  others  again  are 
only  of  use  for  keeping  watch,  &c. 

CCLXII. 

Valeritis,  an  Emperor  of  Rome,  had  three  sons  and  an  innumerable 
number  of  servants.  To  each  of  the  latter  he  gave  their  due  reward,  to 
some  money,  to  others  estates,  and  so  on,  so  that  nothing  remained  for 
himself  save  one  tree,  the  fi-uit  of  which  had  the  property  of  curing  all 
diseases  except  leprosy.  This  he  left  to  his  three  sons,  but  it  waa 
adjudged  to  belong  by  right  to  the  youngest  son.  (This  is  apparently 
only  an  abbreviation  of  No.  2,  in  W.  de  Worde's  edition.     See  p.  431.) 

CCLXIV. 

Of  the  sea-urchin,  which  upon  the  approach  of  a  storm,  attaches 
itself  to  some  heavy  rock  and  thus  escapes  being  carried  away  by  the 
force  of  the  waves.      (Quoted  by  Neckam,  II.  34,  from  Cassiodorus.) 

CCLXV. 

In  the  reign  of  the  Emperor  Henry  there  was  a  certain  statue  of 
marble  round  whose  head  was  a  golden  band  on  which  was  written  : — 
"  On  the  first  of  May  at  sunrise  I  have  a  golden  head."  A  Saracen,  a 
slave,  reading  this,  digs  a  hole  at  tlie  spot  marked  by  the  shadow  of  the 
head  on  the  appointed  day  and  hour,  and  there  finds  a  great  treasure 
with  which  he  redeems  himself.  (This  is  merely  an  abbreviated 
version  of  Tale  No.  3  of  MS.  Harl.  7333.     See  p.  7.) 
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CCLXYI. 

Seneca  relates  how  a  king's  daughter  who  suffered  from  a  painful 
disease  in  her  breasts  was  told  by  the  physicians  that  she  could  only  be 
cured  by  passing  an  iron  instrument  through  her  breast.  To  this  she 
replied  that  the  pain  would  be  so  great  that  she  would  prefer  death. 
The  physician  then  offers  to  cure  her  by  touching  her  with  a  sponge, 
and  does  so.     (Seneca,  De  Ira,  III,  39.) 

CCLXVII. 

Of  a  boy  who  for  ten  years  had  fed  a  dolphin  with  bread.  The 
dolphin  in  return  used  to  carry  him  on  his  back.  One  day  the  boy 
goes  as  usual  to  the  shore  but  can  find  no  dolphin,  and  while  he  is 
looking  for  it,  the  sea  surrounds  him,  and  he  is  drowned.  The  dolphin 
when  it  returns  finding  him  dead,  lies  down  beside  him  and  expires 
of  grief.     (Pliny,  Hist.  Natural,  IX,  8.) 

CCLXVIII. 

Of  an  immense  serpent  110  feet  long,  which  killed  many  of  the 
Eoman  army  while  under  Eegulus  they  were  besieging  Carthage.  It 
is  at  length  killed  by  the  united  eflforts  of  the  whole  army,  but  not 
without  heavy  loss. 

CCLXIX. 

How  Antonius,  a  most  distinguished  orator,  being  accused  of  incest, 
was  saved  by  one  of  his  tenants,  who  had  been  the  principal  witness 
against  him,  taking  upon  himself  all  the  blame, 

CCLXX. 

A  king  having  died  without  leaving  an  heir,  three  claimants  to  the 
throne  appear.  It  is  agreed  that  on  the  next  day  the  three  shall  ride 
on  their  chargers  in  a  certain  field,  and  he  whose  horse  neighs  first 
shall  become  king.  By  the  artful  contrivance  of  his  groom,  who 
causes  a  mare  to  be  seen  by  his  master's  horse,  one  secures  the  throne. 
(This  is  told  of  Darius,  king  of  Persia,  by  Herodotus,  III.  84.  See 
Douce,  II,  410.) 

CCLXXI. 

By  a  law  at  Athens  any  man  who  had  fought  in  three  successful 
engagements  against  the  enemy  was  excused  from  further  service.  It 
happened  that  the  city  was  in  danger,  and  a  certain  young  man  who 
according  to  the  law  was  not  liable  to  serve  wished  nevertheless  to  do 
so,  but  is  forbidden  by  his  father.  In  spite  of  this  he  joins  the  army 
and  is  again  successful,  whereupon  his  father  disinherits  him.  But  the 
son  protests  that  he  had  only  done  as  duty  bade,  and  therefore  ought 
not  to  be  disinherited,      (Seneca,  Conirov.,  I.  8.) 
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CCLXXII. 

Of  a  law  at  Athens  that  when  a  parent  or  son  died,  the  son  or 
parent  should  erect  a  small  hut  over  the  grave  and  remain  in  it  in 
mourning  for  30  days.  A  certain  man's  son  dies,  and  the  father  according 
to  the  law  lives  in  mourning  in  the  hut.  Some  wild  young  men, 
however,  drag  him  out  and  compel  him  to  join  in  one  of  their  revels. 
As  soon  as  possible  he  returns  to  his  hut,  and  after  the  30  days  were 
over  accuses  the  young  men  before  the  judge.  They  plead  that  they 
had  only  done  it  out  of  pity  to  console  him 

ccLxxvm, 

Of  the  son  of  the  Emperor  Miremius,  who  after  his  birth  is  brought 
up  for  seven  years  in  a  subterranean  chamber.  He  then  marries,  but 
before  his  bed  is  a  lamp  which  none  but  a  virgin  can  light.  He 
dismisses  his  wife,  and  sets  out  on  his  travels.  On  his  way  he  relieves 
a  lion  from  a  thorn  in  its  foot,  and  then  by  the  aid  of  the  beast  kills  a 
dragon  which  destroyed  the  cattle  of  a  certain  king,  whose  virgin 
daughter  he  espouses.  (See  Douce,  vol.  ii.  p.  407,  and  compare  cap. 
104  of  printed  Lat.  Edd.  The  incident  of  the  prince  being  confined  to 
the  subterranean  chamber  is  taken  from  the  Arahian  Nights,  third 
Calendars  story.) 

CCLXXX. 

A  law  of  the  Emperor  Lampadius,  that  whoever  ravished  a  maid, 
should  make  atonement  to  her  father.  A  young  man  is  brought  before 
the  judge  by  his  own  father,  whom  he  accuses  in  return  of  madness. 
(Douce,  vol.  ii.  p.  411.) 
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Pr,  (or  pt.")  s.  ^  present  (pv  past)  tense,  3  pers.  sing. 
Pr.  (or  pt.)  pi.  ■=.  present  {ox  past)  tense,  Zpers.pl. 


Aby,  77,  Abye,  390,  vl.  pay  for, 
suffer  for. 

Accord,  35,  v&.  imper.  agree,  settle. 
AcOKDE,  134,  sb.  agreement.  'Acord- 

yn,  co7icordo.' — Prompt.  Paw. 
Adrad,  281,  adj.  in  dread,  afraid. 

A-DREYiSTTE,    120,    pp.    drowned. 

A.S.  adrenchan,  pt.  t.  adreynte. 
AGAYCf-SEY,   AyENE-SEY,  101,   vh. 

contradict,  deny. 

Ago,  8,  pp.  gone,  departed. 

Aknow,  201,  vb,  to  be  aknow  =  to 
acknowledge,  confess.  See  Be- 
knowe. 

Algates,  134,  Algatis,  20,  adv. 
altogether,  in  every  way,  cer- 
tainly. '  Algatys,  or  allewey. 
Omnino,  omnimode,  penitus.^ — 
Prompt.  Paw.     A.S.  al^eats. 

Allege,  33, 165,  vb,  quote,  declare, 
argue. 

Almese,  Aemesse,  17,  sb.  alms. 
A.S.  cehnesse. 

AxMYSDEDE,  5,  s^.  s.  almsgiving, 
charity. 

Aeonly,  49,  adv.  only,  simply. 
'  AUonely.  Tantum,  tantmn- 
modo,  solum,  solummodo.' — Cath. 
Anglicum. 

AlpHYNS,  71,  AUEYN'S,  70,  sb.  pi. 
the  '  bishop '  in  chess.  Pseudo 
Ovid  gives  as  the  names  of  the 
pieces,  '  Miles  et  Alpinus,  Eoc- 
cus,  Eex,  Virgo,  Pedesque.' 
*  Alphinus.  In  ludo  scaccorum 
persona  quam  gallice  fon  vo- 
cant.' — Du  Cange, 


Amarryd,  253,  pp.  disturbed. 
Amar VAILED,  113,  pp.  astonished. 
Amercysientz,   59,   sb.   pi.   fines. 

'  Aniercyn,  yn  a  corte,  or  lete. 

Amercio.'' — Prompt.  Parv. 
An^ger,  243,  Angre,  193,  sb.  pain, 

suffering,  misery.     'Anger;  an- 

gor.' — Cath.  Anglicum. 
An-htxngred,  189,  ^j).  exceedingly 

hungry. 

Anourement,  383,  sb.  adorning, 
ornamenting.  '  To  anoure  :  ubi 
to  make  fare.' — Cath.  Anglicum: 

Anyght,  Anyghtes,  On  nyghtes, 
61,  adv.  at  night,  in  the  night, 

Apaied,  351,  Apayde,  186,  pp. 
pleased,  satisfied. 

Apayred,  50,  pp.  reduced.  'Ap- 
peyryn,  or  make  wors.  Pejoro 
deterioro.' — Prompt.  Parv. 

Appelye,  243,  adv.  haply. 

Arblast,  56,  sb.  a  cross-bow. 
'  Alblaste.  Balista.''  —  Prompt. 
Parv,  '  An  alblaster ;  cdbcdista, 
halea,'  &c. — Cath.  Anglicum. 

Arerid,  255,  pt.  a.  lifted,  raised. 

Arowblast,  56,  sb.  cross-bow.  See 
Arblast. 

Ascapldist,  43,  pt.  2  s.  didst 
escape. 

Aseth,  84,  AsETHE,  405,  sb.  sat- 
isfaction. '  To  make  asethe ;  sa- 
tisfacere.  Asethe ;  satisfaccio.' — 
Cath.  Anglicum. 

AsKYS,  401,  sh.  pi.  ashes.  'Askes: 
ciner  vel  cinis,  Asky :  cina'u- 
lentus.' — Cath,  Anglicum. 
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AsoYLYD,  AssoiLED,  358,  pp.  an- 
swered, solved. 

AssoLLED,  82,  ^jp.  absolved.  'Asoy- 
lyn  of  synnys  (or  defautes). 
A  hsolvo.' — Prompt.  Parv. 

AssuNDEiD,  75,  pt.  s.  separated. 

AsTATE,  68,  sb.  condition,  state. 

AswAGE,  166,  vb.  mitigate,  soften. 

Atte,  115,  at  the. 

Atwene,  21,  prejy.  between. 

AvAiTE,  63,  vb.  to  give  notice.  A.S. 
witan. 

AvAUNSED,  48,  pp.  advanced,  pro- 
moted. '  To  awawnce ;  promo- 
vere.^ — Cath.  Anglicum. 

AVAUNSMEXTES,  140,  sb.  pi.  pro- 
motion, reward. 

AviSEMENT,  91,  sb.  care,  close  ex- 
amination. 

AvowE,  172,  AwoTTE,  252,  sb.  vow. 

'A-vowyn,   or  to  make  avowe, 

voveo.^ — Prompt.  Parv. 

'  He  said,  "  Sirs,  in  jour  cumpany 
Myue  avow  make  I." ' 

Avowynge  of  King  Arthur,  ed. 
Robsou,  viii.  6. 

Ayowteie,    Avowtry,     12,     sb. 

adultery. 
A3EN,  1,  Ayeiste,  95,  adv.  again. 
Ayenest,    Ayenste,     179,   prep. 

against,    in    return    for,    or    in 

place  of. 
Ayene-stondynge,  187,  Ayenst- 

STONDYNG,  9,  sb.  contradiction, 

refusal,  opposition. 

Bailies,  Baxlyts,  59,  sb.  pi.  magis- 
trates, officers.  '  Baly,  or  seri- 
aunt  man  arestynge.  Angarius, 
apparitor.^ — Prompt.  Parv. 

Banne,  416,  pr.  pi.  curse.  A.S. 
hannan. 

Baptime,  107,  sb.  baptism. 

Barette,  232,  sb.  trouble,  suffer- 
ing. 

Barre,  162,  sb.  tbe  bar  of  tbe  court, 
judgment. 

Bate,  400,  sb.  dissension,  quarrels. 

Battes,  179,  sb.  pi.  staves. 

Bayles,  416,  sb,  pi.  stewards. 


Become,    112,  pt.  pi.   wbere   }3ei 

become  =  where  they  went  to, 

what  became  of  them. 

'  )>er  wiste  non  wher  he  becam.' 

Gower,  Confess.  Amant.,  it.  120. 

Bedell,  15,  sb.  crier,  officer. 
Beer,  264,  sb.  a  bear. 

Beheste,  53,  sb.  promise,  engage- 
ment. 

Behight,  Behite,  pt.  s.  190,  pro- 
mised. 
Behote,  24,  pr.  1  s.  promise. 

Behotithe,  107,  pr.  t.  promise, 
engage.     A.S.  bilidtan. 

Beicstowe,  95,  vb.  acknowledge  or 
confess  to.  The  full  form  is  '  be 
aknowe.'  A.S.  oncwdivan,  to 
acknowledge.  Thus  in  Will,  of 
Palerne,  ed.  Skeat,  4391,  we  find 
'  Ich  am  ahnowe.'  '  Been  aknowe 
wylfully.  Confiteor.  Be  a-knowe 
ageyne  wylle.  Fateor.'' — Prompt. 
Parv. 

Belding,  293,  vb.  building. 

Bemene,  87,  vb.  mean,  betoken. 

Bejtefice,  154,  sb.  benefit,  favour. 

Beinttnginie,  109,  adj.  merciful,  full 
of  pity. 

BEQUEfjON,  25,  pp.  bequeathed. 

Bere,  254,  s?).  bier. 

Berb,  10,  vb.  return,  bring  back. 

Berke,  269,  vb.  to  bark.  A.S. 
beorcan. 

Berkytstg,  64,  sb.  barking. 

Besely,  14,  adv.  earnestly,  con- 
tinuallj',  diligently.     A.S.  bysig. 

Besprengild,  26,  Be-spryngeld, 
24,  Be-spryngelid,  25,  pp.  be- 
sprinkled.    A.S.  bisprengan. 

Besy,  75,  vb.  bestir,  exert  our- 
selves. 

Beth,  65,  Bethe,  145,  pr.  pi.  are. 

Bette,  36,  pt.  s.  beat. 

Bicome,  319,  2^t.  s.    See  Become. 

BroELL,  63,  sb.  beadle,  officer. 
'  Bedele.  Preco,  videllus.'  — 
Prompt.  Parv. 

Bihestes,  220,  sb.pl.  promises. 

BiQ,VA\>,  24,  pi.  s.  bequeathed. 
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BisSE,   38,  si.  fine   silk   or  cloth. 

'Bysse,  sorte  cfetoffe  de  soie.' — 

Boque/ort. 
Biter,  242,  adj.  (?)  revengeful. 
BiTWix,  18,  _prep.  between.     A.S. 

betweox. 

BiYlfj,  233,  pr.  s.  buys. 
B13ENDE,  1,  prep,  beyond,  across. 
Blasefleme,  380,  V.  blaspheme. 

BLASEFLEMrrs,  378,  sb.  pi.  blas- 
phemies. 

Blendi)?,  249,  pr.  pi.  blind. 

BoDEN,  84,  pp.  bidden,  commanded. 

BoiSTOUS,  311,  adj.  rough,  violent. 

Bond,  116,  Bom)E,  162,  j^i-  «• 
bound,  tied,  fastened.  A.S. 
bindan. 

Bone,    113,    sh.    prayer,    request. 

BOXYS,  183,  pi.    O.Icel.  boa.   Cf. 

Eng.  boon. 
Boons,  163,  sb.  •pi.  bones.  A.S.  bd7i. 
Boot,  98,   Bote,  124,  pt.  s.  bit. 

A.S.  bit  an. 
BooTE,  Bote,  303,  sb.  boat,  ship. 
BoRD,  7,  BoRDE,  80,  sb.  table. 

BORDELL,  BORDELLE,  443,  S&, 
brothel,  stews. 

BoRDis,  53,  sb.pl.  boards,  planks. 
Bore,  89,  pp.  born. 
BosE,  396,  sb.  hump.     O.Pr.  hocp. 
BosTYS,    119,    sb.    pi.    arrogance, 

pride.     Welsh,  bust. 
BoTELER,  105,  sb.  butler.  'Botlere 

(boteler,  P.).    Pincerna,  promus,' 

&c. — Prompt.  Parv. 
BowE,    25,   vb.    bend,    give   way, 

A.S.  buyan. 
BowTE,    165,  pt.    s.    bought,    re- 
deemed.    A.S.  bycfjan. 
Braste,  391,  pt.  s.  burst. 
Brayde,  248,  sb.  start,  rush. 
BREDEAI.E,  301,  sb.  wedding;  lit. 

a  bride-ale  or  wedding-feast. 
Brenne,  66,  vb.  burn.   Brend,  10, 

pp. ;  Brent,  88,  ptt.  s. 

Brenjtyngly,  373,  adv.  hotly,  ex- 
ceedingly. 

Brest,  2,  vb.  burst,  break.  A.S. 
berstan. 


Brid,  Bridde,  Brydd,  Bryde, 
106,  sb.  bird.  '  Bryd.  Avis,  vo- 
lucris.'  —  Prompt.  Parv.  A.S. 
bridd. 

Briddis,  106,  sh.  pi.  young  birds, 
yoimg,  brood.  See  Gloss,  to 
Pecock's  Bepressor,  Eolls  Series, 
ed.  Babington. 

Brigo,  40,  Brigge,  39,  sb.  bridge. 

Broche,  407,  sh.  pin. 

Brothell,  323,  sh.  wretch,  worth- 
less fellow.  See  Pierce  the  Plough- 
man's Crede,  770. 

Browte,  176,  ^;.  s.  brought. 

BuRiiNGE,  168,  sb.  burial. 

But,  73,  conj.  unless,  if— not. 

BuTHE,  94,  pr.  pi.  are. 

Buxom,  22,  adj.  ready,  inclined. 
A.S.  buhsom,  easily  bent,  from 
bugan,  to  bend. 

By,  125,  prep,  according  to.  By  the 
likenesse  of  God  =  in  or  accord- 
ing to  the  likeness  of  God. 

Bymenyth,  4,  pr.  s.  means,  be- 
tokens. 

Byneth,  71,  adv.  beneath,  below. 
Byrde,  434,  sh.  young,  brood. 
Bysemithe,  124,  pr.  s.  it  becomes, 
is  fitting. 

Cacohepolis,  74,  Cachepollys, 
21,  sh.  pi.  ofiicers.  '  Crenquenier, 
VI.  a  catchpole,  sergeant,  or 
officer,  that  can  execute  or 
serve  executions.'  —  Cotgrave. 
'  Arester,  or  atacher,  or  a  catch- 
erel,  or  a  catchepolle.  Angarius, 
apparitor. ' — Prompt.  Parv. 

Can,  2,  pr.  s.  knows,  ujiderstands. 
A.S.  cunnan. 

Carle,  311,  sh.  boor,  country- 
fellow. 

Cas,  148,  sh.  chance. 

CAUiiBRE,  94,  sh.  chamber,  room. 
Lat.  camera. 

Cautele,  Cautile,  122,Cautille, 
123,  sb.  a  crafty  device.  '  Cavtele 
or  sleyte,  K.H.  Cawtele  or  sleight, 
P.  Cautela.' — Prompt.  Parv. 

Caym,  326,  Cain. 
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Chaffari:,  59,  285,  si.  traffic, 
merchandise.  '  Chaffare.  Merci- 
monium,  commercium.' — Prompt. 
Parv. 

Chaffared,  389,  pt.  s.  traded. 

CH.VIRE,  178,  Chare,  CnAUR,  176, 
sh,  chariot,  carriage.  '  A  chare ; 
carjyentum.' — Cath.  Ang. 

Chaxange,  221,  j5r.  1  s.  claim. 

Charbthstcle,  7,  sb.  carbuncle- 
stone. 

Chauge,  281,  V.  to  load.  Chahged, 
285,  pp. 

Charge,  177,  sh.  burden,  load. 
'A  charge;  onus,  gravamen.'' — 
Cath.  Ang. 

Charlys,  Chorles,  351,  sh.  pi. 
labourers,  servants. 

Chartre,  72,  sh.  writing,  docu- 
ment, deed. 

Chatery,  Chater,  138,  vh.  chatter, 
talk.  '  Chateryn.  Oarrio.'  — 
Prompt.  Parv. 

Chekenis,  108,  sh.  pi.  young  birds. 
A.S.  cycen,  cicen. 

Chekir,  71,  sh.  chessboard.  '  A 
chekker;  scaccarium.' —  Cath. 
Ang. 

Chemeistey,  408,  sh.  fire-place.  See 
Note. 

Ches,  186,  imper.  s.;  Chese,  58, 
vh.  choose,  be  chosen.  A.S.  ceosan. 

Cheventeytsts,  9,  Cheveteytv^is, 
251,  sh.  pi.  captains,  chieftains. 

Chevisatxnce,  248,  sb.  feat,  per- 
formance. 

Chyldid,  209,  261,  pt.  s.  bore  a 
chHd. 

CissiME,  196,  sh.  division,  discord. 

Clepid,  65,  pt.  s.  called,  sum- 
moned. Clepist,  46,  pr.  2  s. 
A.S.  deopian. 

Clergy,  17,  sh.  learning,  educa- 
tion. 

'All  the  clergy  undir  sonne 
That  we  seven  clerkes  cuniie.' 
Seven  Sages,  ed.  Wright,  1.  45. 

Clerte,  12,  sb.  brightness. 
Clewe,  115,  sb.  ball.     'A  clewe; 

globus,  glomus.' — Cath.  Ang. 
Clippest,  91,  pr.  2  s.  clasp,   em- 


brace.   Ceypt,  91,  pt.   s.    A.S. 
clyppan. 

Close,  386,  sh.  enclosure,  field, 

Cnokkyng,  94,  sb.  knocking. 

COCAUTRICE,  COCKAUTRICE,  240, 
C0BA.UTRICE,  241,  sb.  basilisk, 
cockatrice. 

Cooous,  180,  adj.  Bead  corous, 
curious. 

CoFRE,  53,  sb.  coffin. 

CoMEROUS,  310,  adj.  troublesome. 

CoMMtTNiD,  260,  pp.  have  the  Holy 
Communion  administered. 

CoMPLEccioN,  234,  Complexion, 
337,  sb.  natural  disposition. 

CoNDtrciON,  94,  sb.  agreement, 
bargain. 

Coist:,  323,  vb.  know,  acknowledge. 
'  Cone  me  goode  thonke '  =  be 
thankful  to  me. 

CONIEROTJRE,  374,  sh.  exerciser. 

CoNis^YNG,  59,  sb.  knowledge,  wis- 
dom.    A.S.  cunnan,  to  know. 

CoNSEQTJENS,  5,  sb.  per  consequens 
z=  necessarily. 

CoxsEYVE,  172,  vb.  conceive,  give 
birth  to. 

CONTRARIE,  30,  vh.  oppose. 

CoNTRTJCClON,  126,  sb.  contrition, 
penitence. 

CoNUERSACioisr,  229,  dwelling- 
place.     Lat.  conversari, 

CoRiousE,  114,  adj.  curious,  re- 
markable. 

CoRS,  129,  sh.  corpse,  body. 

CosTAGE,  50,  sh.  cost,  expense. 
'  Cooste,  or  costage.  Expense, 
sumptus,  impendium.''  —  Prompt. 
Parv. 

CosTE,  187,  sb.  district,  part.  'A 
coste  ubi  a  kyngdome ;  clima 
vel  climata.' — Cath.  Aug. 

CosYN,  323,  sh.  used  to  express 
any  close  relationship,  the  mean- 
ing in  the  present  case  being 
nephew.     Lat.  consanguineus. 

Cote- ARMOUR,  24,  sb.  an  upper 
garment  worn  over  the  armour. 
'  Cotearmour ;  'ms/^«iM?ft.' — Cath, 
Ang. 
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CouEirrE,  373,  sh.  meeting.    Lat. 

C07lVe7ltUS. 

CowDE,  11,  2^t-  s.  could,  was  able. 
Cracchid,    254,  pt.   s.   scratched, 

tore. 
Crewelxesse,  31,  sb.  cruelty. 
Crewette,  Cruet,  189,  sb.  flask. 

*  A  crowette ;  ampulla,  Jiola.' — 

Cath.  Any. 

Croppe,  286,  sh.  the  top. 
Crte,  96,  sh.  a  proclamation. 
Cure,    1-18,    sh.    charfje,   manage- 
ment ;  167,  love,  affection. 
Cut,  35,  sh.  lot.     See  Note. 

Daide,  25,  pt.  s.  died. 

Daxte,  Delte,  154,  pt.  s.  divided, 
distributed.     A.S.  d(^lan. 

Dampxabile,  14,  adj.  worthy  or 
Liable  to  be  condemned. 

Dampny,  22,  vb.  condemn,  sen- 
tence. 

Debbelithe,  161,  vb.  imper. 
double. 

Dede,  111,  sh.  death.     '  Dede,  or 

dethe.    Mors,  letum,  interitui.' — 

Prompt.  Parv. 
Deeaute,  ifb.  fail  in,  want. 
Defaute,  133,  sb.  charge,  blame. 
Defexde,  106,  vh.  keep  off,  drive 

away. 
Defied,  123,  pt.  s.  despised.     '  To 

defye ;  despicere.' — Cath.  Ang. 
Defloracion,   Deflouryng,  42, 

sh.  seduction. 
Dele,  73,  sh.  particle,  bit. 

Delicates,  106,  sh.  j)l-  delights, 
pleasures,  luxuries.  '  Gates, 
dainty  provisions.' — Bailey. 

Deliciousites,  Diliciousites, 
274,  sh.  pi.  dainties,  pleasures. 

Deliuerlye,  258,  adv.  cleverly, 
skilfully. 

Delte,  222,  pt.  s.  engaged,  fought 
with. 

Deme,  21,  pr.  1  s.  sentence,  ad- 
judge. 

Denyed,  88,  pt.  s.  refused,  op- 
posed. 

gesta.  8.5 


Departe,  440,  vh.  separate ;  49, 
share,  divide.   Departid,  73,  pjj. 

Deputte,  235,  pp.  settled,  ap- 
pointed. 

Dere,  138,  vh.  injure,  hurt.  A.S. 
derian. 

Dereworthe,  405,  adj.  dear,  pre- 
cious.    A.S.  deorwyrie. 

Derige,  370,  funeral  service,  dirge. 
From  the  opening  words  of  a 
hjTnn  used  in  the  Eoman 
Catholic  Burial  Service :  Dirige 
gressus  rneos. 

Deserue,  29,  vh.  earn. 

Dessece,  93,  sb.  decease,  death. 
Lat.  discessus.     See  also  Dicese. 

Devoide,  126,  vh.  imper.  divide. 

Dey,  109,  sh.  day,  time.  '  Holde 
my  dey'  =:  pay  on  the  day 
appointed. 

Dey,  88,  vb.  die.  Deyeth,  8,  pr.  s. 

Deyxteth,  374,  adj.  dainty,  deli- 
cate.    Deyntethly,  370,  adv. 

Dicese,  237,  Discese,  166,  Dis- 
sease,  155,  DissESE,  49,  sb.  de- 
cease, death.     Lat.  discessus. 

DiCHE,  110,  Dike,  sh.  ditch.  A.S. 
die. 

Did,  Dude,  159,  pt.  s.  put.  '  Lid 
on '  =  put  on ;  '  dude  of '  = 
took  off,  doffed. 

Did  vpox  crosse,  179,  crucified, 
jiut  to  death  on  the  cross.  '  To 
do  on  crosse ;  crucifigere.^ — Cath. 
Ang. 

Dede,  154,  vh.  pt.  t.  died,  suffered. 

DiRWORTHE,  121,  adj.  precious, 
dear.     A.S.  deorivyrie. 

DiscRYVE,  84,  vh.  discern,  distin- 
guish. 

Disease,  176,  Disese,  106,  dis- 
graces, hardships.  '  Dysese,  or 
greve.  Tedium,  gravamen,  cala- 
raitas,  angustia.^ — Prompt.  Parv. 

DiSESY,  22,  adj.  difficult,  unplea- 
sant. 

DiSHERlED,  49,  pp.  disinherited. 
'  To  disherett ;  exJieredare,  exhere- 
ditare.' — Cath.  Ang. 

DissESED,  50,  j^P-  displeased,  dis- 
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satisfied,    tired.      '  Dysesyn,   or 

grevyn.     Noceo,  vexo.' — Prompt. 

Parv. 
DiSTATJNCE,  134,  sh.  disagreement, 

difference. 
DiTE,    152,    vh.   place,    set.     A.S. 

dihtan. 
DiuiNOTiRS,  295,  sb.  pi.  interpreters 

of  dreams,  soothsayers. 
Do,    15,   Done,    16,    pp.    caused. 

'  Hath  do  (done)  crie  '  =  hath 

caused  to  be  proclaimed. 
Do  OF,  2,  vh.  imper.  put  off,  take 

off.     Eug.  dojf. 
DOBLE,    231,    DOBBLE,     144,    adj. 

double. 
Doctrine,  69,  sb.  learning,  litera- 

tui-e. 
Dole,  278,  sh.  grief,  lamentation. 
Dome,  11,  sh.  sentence,  judgment. 

DOMYS,  59,  pi. 
DoMYSMAN,  21,  sh.  judge,  dooms- 
man. 
DoNETE,    415,    sh.   grammar:    so 

called  from  Donatus,  a  celebrated 

grammarian.     See  Note. 
DoRKE,  305,  adj.  dark. 
DoRRE,  143,  sh.  door,  house. 
DOUGHTI,  56,   DowTY,   9,   D03TY, 

11,  adj.   brave.     DoUTELY,    89, 

adv.     A.S.  dohttg. 
DOUGHTIR,     112,      DOWTER,      113, 

D03TER,  37,  sh.  daughter.  A.S. 
dohtor. 

Draefe,  369,  refuse,  husks. 

Draynt,  298,  Draynte,  219,  pf. 
s.;  Dreint,  260,  Dreynte,  247, 
Drenchid,  |)p.  303,  drowned. 

Drestes,  369,  sh.  pi.  dregs,  refuse 
food.     A.S.  doirst,  dreste. 

Drowe,  26,  pt.  s.  '  drowe  matri- 
mony '  =  contracted  or  entered 
into  matrimony. 

DuLLiD,  68,  pp.  grieved,  made 
downhearted,  dispirited. 

Dyet,  67,  sh.  length  of  time.  Lat. 
dieta,  from  dies,  a  day. 

Edefie,  293,  vh.  to  build.  Lat. 
oedijicare. 


Eem,  322,  sh.  uncle. 

Eere,  408,  adv.  earlier,  sooner. 

Efte  sones,  13,  adv.  again. 

Egaxly,  434,  adv.  equally. 

EiLETH,  68,  pr.  s.  ails,  is  the 
matter  with.     A.S.  eglian. 

Eke,  139,  adv.  also.     A.S.  eac. 

Ellene,  129,  Elles,  130,  sh.  pi. 
ells.     Lat.  id7ia. 

Eme-cristen,  127,  sh.  fellow- 
Christian.  '  Vre  emcristene  ben 
alle  ^o  t^e  herecS  one  louerd,  and 
haue<5  one  bileue  imene,  and  one 
fulcninge  [baptism].' — Old  Erig. 
Homilies,  E.  E.  Text  Soc,  ed. 
Morris,  pt.  2,  p.  9,  1.  13. 

Enbowe,  204,  vh.  recline,  lay  down. 

Encomberment,  129,  sh.  misfor- 
tune. 

Enfecte,  108,  vh.  infect,  pollute.  • 

Enformld,  108,  pp.  instructed, 
educated. 

Enforsynge,  116,  sh.  fierceness, 
fury. 

Enhied,  123,  pp.  exalted,  raised. 

Enprldid,  174,  pf.  s.  became 
proud, 

Enserchoue,  55,  sh.  searcher,  dis- 
coverer. 

Enspered,  317,  pt.  s.  enquired. 

Ensundre,  253,  adv.  in  sunder,  in 
pieces. 

Entent,  10,  sh.  intention,  pur- 
pose, 

Enterly,  36,  adv.  in  his  heart, 
earnestly.  '  Enterly ;  vntime.' — 
Cath.  Ang. 

Entermete,  234,  Entremete,  81, 
vh.  interfere,  have  to  do  with, 

Er,  36,  pr.  pi.  are. 

Erende,  25,  Eronde,  248,  sh. 
errand,  business.  Erundis,  5, 
pi. 

Estate,  173,  sh.  rank,  position, 

ESTERNE,  266,  adj.  of  Easter. 

Excited,  72,  pt.  s.  urged,  tried  to 
persuade. 

Expone,  272,  Expowne,  271,  vh. 
expound,  explain. 
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Eyr,  23,  sh.  heiress. 

Eyren,  106,  sh.  pi.  eggs.     '  Eeue}? 

hire  hire  eiren.^ — Ancren  Riwle, 

p.  G6. 

Ey^sell,  179,  sb.  Yinegar. 

Fairhede,  113,  sh.  beauty,  fair- 
ness. 

Fally^ng,  173,  adj.  suited,  proper. 

Fantasijs,  123,  sh.  pi.  playthings, 
fancy  articles. 

FA^^TEKYX,  260,  little  child.  See 
F.  Plowman,  0.  Text,  x.  35,  170, 
and  xi.  182. 

Fardels,  Fardelys,  285,  sh.  pi. 
bundles,  packages. 

Fase,  98,  sh.  face. 

Fawtis,  44,  sh.  pi.  faults,  crimes. 

Felaw,  Felowe,  175,  companion. 
O.Icel.  felagi. 

Feld,  17,  sh.  s.  field,  country. 

Feled,  Felt,  210,  pt.  pd.  per- 
ceived, 

Felishippe,  183,  company.  '  Feli- 
schijipe;  Consortium,  soeietas,'  &c. 
— Cath.  Avg. 

Felle,    115,   adj.   fierce,    furious, 

savage.     O.Fr.  fel  (Roquefort). 

'  1)6  flesshe  is  a.  fel  wj'iide.' 
P.  Plowman,  ed.  Skeat,  B.  Text,  xvi.  3]. 

FEL0U^'S,  52,  sh.  pi.  villains. 
'  Felone,  thef.  SceUstus.'  — 
Prompt.  Parv, 

Ferdfull,  372,  adj.  timid. 

Ferdis'ESSE,  5,  sh.  s.  fright,  alarm. 

FERiiE,  384,  sh.  rent.  '  Lete  it  to 
ferme,'  let  it  at  a  rent. 

Ferrest,  187,  adj.  furthest,  far- 
thest.    A.S.  feorr,  far. 

Fersly,  98,  adv.  fiercely. 

Festfull,  27,  adj.  feast,  festival. 

Fet,  80,  pp.;  Fette,  282,  2^t-  s. 
fetched,  brought,  led.  A.S.fetiun, 
fdtian. 

Feyris,  158,  sb.  pi.  fairs,  amuse- 
ments. 

Fllid,  261,  pt.  s.  defiled. 

Fille,  153,  pjt.  s.  fell,  happened. 

FiTFULLE,  221,  adj.  suitable, 
fitting. 


FiTiNG,  98,  sh.  fighting,  struggle. 
F13TE,  5,  vh.  fight. 

Fl^uceryng,  100,  sh.  flapping. 
O.Dut.  vluggeren. 

Fle,  58,  vh.  flee  from,  be  avoided. 
A.S.  jleon. 

FlY'TE,  400,  vh.  quarrel,  dispute. 
Fole-vye,  30,  vh.  follow. 
FoLLD,  154,  p)t.  s.  defiled. 
FojiET,  278,  sh.  vomit. 
Fox,  242,  FoxNE,  248,  adj  foolish. 
FoxDE,    118,  jyt.   8.    found,    reco- 
vered.    A.S.  Jindan, 
FoNGE,  155,  vh.  take,  seize. 

Force,  14,  sh.  importance,  consi- 
deration. '  Make  no  force '  = 
consider  of  no  importance,  or 
attach  no  importance  to. 

FoRSTER,  206,  sh.  forester,  keeper  of 
the  forest. 

FoRSTERLD,  237,  pip.  brought  up, 
nursed. 

FoRTHY^'KE,  209,  vh.   repent,   be 

sorry  for. 
Formate,  161,  pt.  s.  forgot.     FoR- 

YTLTE,  46,  vh.     A.S.  forgitan. 
FoucHESAXJT,    191,   vh.    agree,    be 

kind  enough. 
FouRTEXYTE,  253,  sh.  fortnight. 
FouTE,  98,  FowTE,  7,  pt.  s.  fought. 

FowcniD-SAFE,   32,  pt.  s.   vouch- 
safed. 
FowE,  9,  adj.  few.     A.S.  fmiu. 

FoYLiD,  143,  pp.  seduced,  defiled. 
FoY^LiTHE,  151,  pr.  8.  'Fowlyn, 
or  defowlyn.  Turpo,  polluo,'  &c. 
— Prowiptt.  Parv. 

Frealte,  25,  sh.  s.  frailty,  weak- 
ness. O.Fr.  frele,  fraile,  from 
Lat.  fragilis. 

Fretyng,  278,  sh.  eating  away. 

Frewte,  Fro YTE,  192,  Frute,  117, 

sh.  fruit. 
Frowarde,  101,  adj.  proud. 
FucHSAFE,  9,  vh.  vouchsafe. 
FuLD,  64,  pip.  filled,  satisfied. 
Fulfill,  44,  vh.  satisfy,  suffer  for. 
FuRTH,  6,  num.  adj.  fourth. 
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Fylid,  62,  pt.  s.  defiled,  injured. 

Fyintje,  45,  vb.  support,  provide 
for.  Still  used  in  the  phrase  '  to 
find  one  in  anything,'  i.  e.  to 
provide,  supply.  Founden,  199, 
2>p. 

Gadery,    50,    vh.    imper.    gather, 

collect. 
Gate,  52,  pt.  s.  begat. 
Gayle,  388,  adv.  finely,  grandly. 
Genderith,  18,  pr.  s.  bring  forth, 

produce. 
Gentll,  99,  adj.  noble. 
Gert,  312,  pt.  s.  caused. 
Gestenid,  257,  pp.  lodged. 
GesteI'TYNg,    19,    sb.    hospitality, 

entertainment. 

'  The  Emperour  was  glad  of  that  tydyne;, 
And  made  Befyse  erode  gestenynoe. 

Bevis  of  Hampton,  MS.  Cantab. 
Ff.  ii.  38,  leaf  115. 

Gestes,  406,  sb.  pi.  history,  an- 
nals. 

Geten,  32,  pp.  begotten. 

Glewed,  117,  ^J5.  glued,  fastened. 

Glosen,  53,  pr.  pi.  flatter,  deceive. 
'  Glosyn,  or  flateryn.  Adulor, 
blandior.' — Prompt.  Parv, 

Glosyng,  49,  sb.  flattery,  deceit. 
'  Glosyn ge,  or  flaterynge.  Adu- 
lacio.' — Prompt.  Parv. 

Glowmynge,  233,  adj.  gloomy, 
frowning,  disiDleased. 

Gnewe,  124,  Gnowe,  110,  pt.  s. 
bit,  tore.  '  Gnawj'n,  or  gnavyn, 
or  fretyn  vngentely  wj^the  tethe. 
Eodo,  corrode.'' — Prompt.  Parv. 

GoBETTES,  442,  sb.  pi.  morsels, 
pieces. 

GoETis,  69,  GoTES,  70,  sb.  pi.  goats. 

GoosT,  91,  sb.  spirit,  soul. 

GosTELY,  100,  adj.  spiritual, 
ghostly;  4,  adv. 

GoTHE,  208,  imper.  pi.  go. 

GouERNAYLE,  263,  sb.  guardian- 
ship, charge. 

Granges,  367,  sb.  pi.  manors, 
farms. 

Greces,  396,  sb.  pi.  steps. 


Grete,  172,  pt.  s.  greeted,  saluted. 
A.S.  gretan. 

Greuously,  128,  adv.  with  hard- 
ship. 

Grewhonde,  Grewhound,  398, 
sb.  greyhound. 

Grive,  65,  vb.  annoy,  grieve. 

Grucche,  71,  Grucchith,  4,  pr.  s. 
grumble.     O.Fr.  grouchier. 

Grynne,  138,  sb.  trap,  snare. 

Gryntingis,  6,  sb.  pi.  groanings. 

GurdiJjE,  126,  vb.  imper.  gird  up. 

Haxfyndele,  414,  sb.  half  share. 

Halsid,  319,  pt.  s.  embraced. 

Hame,  383,  sb.  skin.     A.S.  liama. 

Hamoure,  243,  sb.  a  hammer,  club. 

Hape,  388,  sb.  good  fortune,  suc- 
cess. 

Happy,  389,  adj.  fortunate,  suc- 
cessful. 

Harborow,  206,  Harbrow,  Her- 
BOROWE,  213,  sb.  lodging. 

Harborowyd,  208,  i)p.  enter- 
tained, lodged. 

Hardinesse,  8,  sb.  s.  daring. 

Hardly,  130,  adv.  boldly,  fear- 
lessly. '  Hardyly.  Audader.' — 
Prompt.  Parv. 

Harlotte,  77,  sb.  wretch,  rascal. 
'  Harlotte.  Scurrus.'  —  Prompt. 
Parv.,  on  which  see  Way's  Note. 

Harneis,  89,  Harnes,  159,  sb. 
arms,  accoutrements,  dress. 

Harnesyed,  123,  pp.  adorned,  got 
up.  'Harnesedj  ornatus.'' — Cath. 
Ang. 

Haspe,  409,  vb.  fasten.  The  hasp 
is  the  iron  catch  of  the  door. 

Hatintid,  191,  pt.  s.  frequented, 
attended.  '  To  hawnte  ;  exercere, 
exercitare;  ubi  to  use.' — Cath. 
Ang. 

Hayre,  366,  sb.  hair-cloth,  worn 
next  the  skin  as  a  penance.  See 
also  Heyeer. 

Hede,  2,  sb.  head.     A.S.  heafod. 

Hedir,  10,  adv.  hither,  here. 

Heilde,  214,  pt.  s.  held,  possessed. 
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Helde,    160,   vh.   skin,    flay.     See 

HiLDE. 

Hele,  6,  sb.  health,  a  cure. 

Hele,  129,  vh.  hide,  conceal.  A.S. 
litlan,  hilan. 

Hemmys,  126,  sh.  pi.  fringe,  hems. 

Hexg,  318,  pt.  s.  hung,  was  hang- 
ing. 

Hexte,  148,  pit-  s.  seize.  '  I  hente, 
I  take  by  vj'olence,  or  to  catche, 
je  liappe.^ — Palsgrave. 

Hek,  90,  poss.  pr.  their. 

Herberow,  411,  vh.  lodge,  shelter. 
A.S.  herehergan. 

Herborowe,  213,  sh.  s.  lodging. 
See  H^vrborowe. 

Herdis,  302,  sh.  pi.  shepherds. 

Hertly,  121,  adv.  heartily,  from 
the  heart. 

Hevy",  68,  adj.  dispirited,  grieved. 

Heyeer,  395,  sh,  hair-cloth.  See 
Hayre. 

IIE3T,  177,  sh.  s.  height. 

HiDOWSE,  110,  adj.  hideous,  hor- 
rible. '  Hidus  ;  horridus,  horri- 
Jicus.' — Cath.  Ang. 

HiELiE,  2,  HiLY,  72,  adv.  closely, 
exceedingly. 

HiGHT,  112,  H13T,  182,  pt.  s.  was 
named.     A.S.  hatan. 

HiJD,  254,  pt.  pi.  hastened. 

HiEDE,  135,  pt.  s.  skinned,  flayed. 

'Buriies  were  busv  bestes  to  htdde.' 

Will.  0/  Palerne,  ed.  Skeat,  1708. 

A.S.  hyldan  ;  O.Icel.  hylda. 
HiLLE,  82,  vh.  cover,  clothe,  conceal. 

Hilled,  305,  pp.     A.S.  hilan. 
Hinge,  238,  pt.  s.  hung. 
Hirde,  6,  pt.  pi.  heard. 
H13T,  233,  pp.  promised. 
Hole,  69,  udj.  cured,  fi-eed. 
HoLiCH,  Holly,  180,  adv.  wholly, 

entirely. 
HOLIYNG,  10,  sh.  making  a  hole. 
HoLSOME,    113,    adj.    wholesome, 

beneficial.    '  Holsum.  Saluher,' — 

Prompt.  Parv. 
Honest,  60,  adj.  becoming,  proper, 

suitable.     Lat.  hunestus. 


Honestly,  50,  adv.  honourably 

HONGE,  4,  vb.  hang,  kill. 

HoPYNG,  366,  ]'>'>'•  P-  expecting. 

HoRE,  2,  sb.  whore,  an  unfaithful 
wife. 

HoRECOPPis,  382,  sh.  pi.  bastards. 
The  word  occurs  in  Syr  Trya- 
rnoure  (Percy  Soc,  ed.  Halli- 
well),  1.  224.  See  also  Prompt 
Parv.,  p.  246.  '  Hie  pelinguis,  a 
hor-coppe.' — Wright's  Vol.  of 
Vocah.,  p.  217. 

Host,  257,  sh.  an  inn.     See  OsT. 
Hostage,     257,     sb.    hospitality, 

lodging. 
Hostell,  213,  sh.  lodging. 
HosTERY,  315,  sh.  inn,  lodging. 
HoTJYD,  369,  pt.  s.  hovered. 
Hugh,  Hughe,  288,  sb.  box,  chest. 
HUNDRID,  75,  pt.  s.  (?  =  hyndrid, 

i.  e.  hindered  or  prevented  from 

seeing  or  joining). 
HuRD,  13,  pt.  s.  heard. 
HunDE,  92,  sb.  shepherd.    '  Heerd 

man.     Pastor,    agaso.^  —  Prompt. 

Parv. 
Hy,  63,  vh.  imper.  hasten,   hurry. 

A.S.  higian. 

I-BE,  3,  Y-BE,  2,  jyp-  been. 
I-BLENT,  111,  pp.  bhuded.     A.S. 
blendan. 

I-GLUPID,  118,  2^P-  called.  A.S. 
cleopian. 

Ien,  Yen,  154,  sh.  pi.  eyes.  A.S. 
eage. 

I-FOUNDE,  137,  pp.  supported, 
maintained.  The  expression  '  to 
find  one  in  anything,'  meaning 
'  to  provide  one  with  such 
things,'  is  still  in  use.  See  also 
Fy'nde. 

I-FRETT,  142,  pp.  rubbed  off, 
torn  off.  '  Fretynge.  Corrosio.' — 
Prompt.  Parv. 

I-HYED,  280,  pp.  exalted,  pro- 
moted. 

I-LAD,  118,  pp.  led,  conducted, 
directed. 
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I-LITENYD,  195,  pp.  enlightened. 

Ln-dbbynt,  177,  pp-  drowned, 
overwhelmed.  A.S.  drenchan, 
pret.  drende. 

Infect,  70,  pr,  1  pL  become  in- 
fected, catch  a  disease. 

Infecte,  18,  adj.  corrupt. 

Lsr-GANGE,  200,  sb.  the  in-going, 
entrance. 

iNHiETir,  85,  pr.  s.  exalts,  mag- 
nifies. 

Inly,  361,  adv.  closely. 

I-NOWHE,  123,  adj.  enough,  suffi- 
cient.    A.S.  genoh. 

Intendaitnte,  52,  adj.  obedient. 

Inwittis,  18,  sb.  pi.  senses. 

I-sette,  251,  pp.  appointed,  set. 

I-SPRAD,  7,  p>p.  spread,  covered. 

I-take,  10,  pp.  arrested. 

I-TEYDE,  260,  pp.  tied,  bound, 

I-WISSE,  185,  adv.  assuredly. 

Iapes,  408,  sb.  pi.  buffooneries. 
Iebet,    130,    luBET,    sh.    gallows. 

'Gybet.  Patibulum,  calafurcium.' 

— Prompt.  Farv. 

Ientilnesse,  38,  sb.  gentle  man- 
ners, ladylike  behaviour. 

loCAUNT,  116,  adj.  merry,  glad. 

loCTJND,  69,  adj.  pleased,  delighted. 

loGELER,  125,  sb.  cunning  fellow, 
trickster. 

Iornay,  139,  sb.  journey. 

luGis,  59,  sb.  pi.  judges. 

Iugylithe,  135,  pr.  s.  strangles. 

lusTiNG,  98,  sb.  jousts,  tourna- 
ments.    O.Fr.  jouste. 

Kechin,  149,  sb.  kitchen.  'Ky- 
chyne.  Coquina,  culina,  popina.' 
— Prompt.  Parv. 

Eelid,  76,  pt.  s.  cooled,  refreshed. 
'  To  kele ;  frigidare,  tepifacere, 
et  cetera ;  ubi  to  make  calde.' — 
Catli.  Ang.     A.S.  celan. 

Kepe,  56,  sb.  notice,  thought. 

Xexjekyn,  129,  vb.  wrap  up  in. 

KiST,  82,  pt.  s.  kissed,  embraced. 


Kitte,  150,  Kytte,  162,  pt.  s.  cut. 
IvNAiTES,  413,  sb.  pi.  servants. 
Knoulache,    77,    sb.    knowledge, 
recognition. 

Kynde,  157,  sb.  natui-e.  Of  kynde' 
=  natural. 

Kytlingis,  243,  sb.  pi.  young 

Lab,  118,  pt.  s.  led,  conducted. 
Lafte,  413,  Lefte,  401,  pt.  s.  re- 
mained, was  left. 

'  Duke  Terry  here  sclial  leue.' 
Sir  Ferumbras,  ed.  Herrtage,  1.  2fi23. 

See  also  P.  Plowman,  A.  iii.  190. 

Lak,  140,  vb.  be  wanting,  fail. 

Lakayns,  123,  sb.  pi.  toys,  play- 
things. '  Laykyn,  or  thynge  |:'at 
chylderyn  play  Avythe.  Litdibile,' 
&c. — Prompt.  Parv.  See  Brock- 
ett's  Gloss.,  s.  V.  Laking. 

Lappe,  129,  vb.  wrap,  involve,  roll 
up.  Lappid,  103,  PJ3.  ' To  lappe; 
volvere,  convolvere ;  to  lapp  in ; 
mtricare,  involvere.^ — Cath.  Ang, 

Lakge,  153,  adj.  liberal. 

Lasse,  10,  adj.  and  adv.  less. 

Late,  4,  pr.  pi.  cause.    A.S.  Mtan. 

Late,  18,  pt.  s.  allowed,  caused. 

Latyse,  399,  sb.  window. 

Laughte,  24,  pt.  s.  took  (the  field). 

Lawe,  46,  vb.  to  laugh,  be  merry. 
LAW3IST,  3,  pr.2  s.  A.S.  hlahhan. 

Lawe,  175,  adv.  low. 

Lebeedes,  246,  sb.  pi.  leopards. 

Leche,  5,  sb.  physician.  A.S. 
keche. 

Leche  -  craft,  65,  sb.  surgery, 
medicine,  ars  medica.  A.S.  Iceche- 
crwft. 

Ledde,  253,  pt.  s.  laid,  plated. 

Lede,  177,  sb.  lead. 

Leene,  Lene,  29,  vb.  lend. 

Left,  212,  pt.  s.  remained.  See 
Lafte. 

Lefttlle,  160,  adj.  lawful. 

Leges,  397,  sb.  pi.  leagues. 

Leman,  249,  Lemon,  162,  sb.  sweet- 
heart, lover.   'Leman;  amasius,' 
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&c.—Cath.  Ang.  See  "Way's  Note 

in  Prmnpt.  Parv. 
Lendys,    126,    sh.   pi.    loins.     '  A 

lende;  lumbus.' — Cath,  Ang. 
Lenton,   2G6,  adj.   the  season  of 

Lent. 
Lepremek,    265,    sh.    jjZ.    lepers, 

leprous. 
Ler,  252,  adj.  empty. 
Les,  1S3,Lese,  59,  vh.  lose.  Lesest, 

115,  pr.  2  5.     A.S.  leosan. 

Lesyng,  79,  sh.  loss,  losing. 

LESY^"GE,  18.3,  sh.  lie.  Lesynges, 
59,  pi.     A.S.  leasung. 

Let,  69, ;)^.  s.  caused.  'Let  ordein,' 
caused  to  be  prepared. 

Lete,  106,  Lette,  18,  vh.  hinder, 
stop.     A.S.  lettan. 

Lettered,  256,  adj.  educated. 

Leuacion,  324,  sh.  lifting,  eleva- 
tion (of  the  host). 

Leve,  147,  pr.  s.  live,  spend  Hfe. 
Leuyd,  52,  j)t-  s. 

Levld,  21,  pp.  believed,  trusted  to. 

Le^wde,  160,  adj.  foolish,  unlearned. 
'  Lewde,  unkunnynge,  or  vn- 
knowynge.  Inscius,  ignarus.'  — 
Prompt.  Parv. 

Lewdelich,  39,  Lewidly,  38,  adv. 
foolishly. 

Le'^vdexesse,  21,  sh.  folly,  foolish- 
ness. 

Lewte,  30,  sh.  -word,  honour. 

Ley,  159,  vh.  pledge,  give  as 
security.  '  Leyn,  or  leye  wai- 
oure.     Vadio.' — Prompt.  Paro. 

Leycetub,  52,  sh.  Leicester. 

LiBARD,  246,  sh.  a  leopard. 

LiFLODE,  32,  sh.  support,  main- 
tenance. '  Lyvelode,  or  lyf  hode. 
Victus.' — Prompt.  Parv. 

LlETE,  150,  adj.  left. 

LiG,  67,  Ligge,  6,  vh.  lie.  A.S. 
liggan. 

Like,  9,  pr.  s.  please. 

LiKETH,  116,  impers.  pr.  pleases. 

Likynge,  149,  adj.  pleasing  to  the 
sight. 


Lipre,  317,  sh.  leprosy. 

Lithe,  99,  pr.  s.  lies,  is  lying. 

Lithe,  220,  pr.  s.  lies  {mentitur). 

Liveray,  79,  sh.  livery. 

L13T,  b,  pp.  lit.     A.S.  leohtan. 

L13T,  5,  sh.  light.     A.S.  leoht. 

L13TELY,  10,  adv.  easily,  without 
difficulty. 

L13TNY,  195,  vh.  enlighten. 

LoBOUR,  5,  sh.  labour,  hard  work. 

LoKiTH,  40,  vh.  imper.  lock.  A.S. 
liican, 

LoRELL,  80,  LosELL,  sh.  lazy,  ras- 
cally. '  Lorel,  or  lose!,  or  ludene 
(lordayne,  S.,  lurdeyn,  P.). 
LurcoS — Prompt.  Parv. 

Los,  232,  adj.  loose,  free. 

Lose,  115,  vh.  loosen.  A.S.losian; 
O.Icel.  losa. 

Lost,  154,  sh.  loss,  failure.  '  For 
lost  of  observaunce '  =  to  pre- 
vent a  failure  of  obedience. 

LouLYNESSE,  72,  sh.  lowliness, 
meekness. 

Lowe,  235,  vh.  humble.  LowiJjE, 
245,  pr.  s. 

LowNESSE,  119,  sh.  meekness, 
humility. 

LowTED,  144,  pt.  s.  bowed.  '  I 
lowte,  I  gyue  reuerence  to  one, 
Je  me  cambre,  Je  luy  fais  la 
reuerence.^ — Pidsgrave.  '  Bowyn, 
or  loivlyn.'' — Pronqjt.  Parv, 

L0W3,  3,  pt.  s.  laughed. 

Luxgen,  3,  sh.  pi.  lungs,  side. 

LuRr)AYTST:s,  145,  sh.  pi.  rascals, 
low  fellows.  '  A  lurdane,  uhi  a 
thefe.'— Co f/i.  Ang.  '  A  lourdon, 
or  sot,  hardus.' — Goiddman. 

Lust,  104,  pr.  pi.  like,  delight  in. 
A.S.  lystan. 

Lykyng,  114,  adj.  pleasant,  beau- 
tiful. 

Lyvelode,  411,  sh.  means  of  sub- 
sistence. 

Lyvely,  218,  adj.  full  of  life. 

Make,  312,  sh.  m.te,  partner. 
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Manaseth,  28,  pr.  s.  threaten. 
'  To  manase  ;  ubi  to  tkrete.' — 
Cath.  Ang. 

Maiv^er,  Manere,  414,  sh.  manor, 
estate. 

Majs^quellee,  102,  si.  murderer, 
man-killer.  A.S.  mancwelhre, 
from  cwellan,  to  kill. 

May,  37,  sb.  maid,  maiden.  A.S. 
mceg. 

Meane,  391,  sb.  mediator. 

Meaity,  50,  sb.  attendants,  retinue. 
See  Meyne. 

Mede,  55,  sb.  reward.  '  Meede,  re- 
warde.  Premium,'  &c. — Prompt. 
Parv. 

Med  EWE,    18,    sb.    meadow,   field. 

A.S.  meadu ;  gen.  meadeives. 
Medlith,   66,  pr.  s.  meddles  in, 

mixes  in. 

Mekell,  59,  adv.  mucli,  greatly. 

Mersement,  59,  sb.  fine.  See 
Amercyment^. 

Messagers,  208,  sb.  pi.  messen- 
gers. 

Mevable,  180,  adj.  moveable. 
MevahJes,  personal  as  opposed  to 
real  j^roperty. 

Mevid,  105,  pp.  moved,  troubled. 

Mey'ne,  73,  sb.  servants,  bouse- 
bold.  O.Fr.  maisniee,  wbicb  cor- 
responds to  mansionatam  from 
rnaiisionem,  as  houseliold  from 
liouse. 

Meyre,  3,  sb.  magistrate. 

MiDDis,  177,  Myddis,  6,  adv. 
midst,  middle. 

MiSGOUERNAYLE,  93,  sb.  disturb- 
ance, outrage. 

Mo,  98,  Moo,  23,  adj.  more.  A.S. 
7nd. 

MoRDERYD,  11,  pt.  pi.  murdered. 

MoROWEiSTYNG,  87,  sb.  morning. 

Most,  77,  Moste,  46,  adj.  greatest, 

highest,  principal. 
Mot,    116,   Mow,   65,  Mo  we,   2, 

aux.  vb.  may. 

MuRYE,  110,  adj.  merry.  MuRELY, 
MuRlLY,  58,  adv. 


Mychers,  107,  sb.  pi.  pilferers, 
petty  thieves.  '  Mecher,  a  lytell 
thefe,  laroncean.'  —  Palsgrave. 
Now  common  as  a  term  for  a 
truant.  Cf.  Shak.  1  Henry  IV., 
II.  iv. :  '  Shall  the  blessed  sun  of 
heaven  prove  a  micher  and  eat 
blackberries. ' 

Myning,  110,  pr.  p.  undermining. 

Mynistris,  21,  sb.  pi.  servants, 
officers. 

Myschetjoits,  438,  adj.  miserable, 
unfortunate. 

Myschief,  51,  sb.  misfortune, 
trouble. 

Myster,  65,  Mystery,  171,  sb. 
art,  craft.  Lat.  ministerium ; 
Low  Lat.  mesterum.  Traders  aro 
called  ministeriales  in  Memor. 
39  Henry  III.,  Eot.  14a. 

Myster-maj^,  2,  sb.  cunning,  wise 
man. 

Mytier,  108,  adj.  mightier,  more 
powerful. 

Nakid,  313,  pt.  s.  stripped.  Nakyt?', 

277,  imper.  s. 
Namly,  292,  adv.  specially. 
Naufragie,  293,  sb.  shipwreck. 
Necessarious,  140,  adj.  necessarj'. 
Nedes,    128,    imp>er.  pr.  there  is 

need,  is  wanting. 
Nedis,  115,  ndv.  needs,  necessarily. 

'  Nedes  mote  we  parte.' 
Will,  of  Palerne,  ed.  Skeat,  1043. 

Nempned,  78,  pt.  s.  called,  named. 

A.S.  nemnan ;  Lat.  nominare. 
Nete,  367,  sb.  cattle. 
Neyboure,  107,  sb.  neighbour. 
Nigromanoye,  2,  sb.  magic. 
NiGROMAUNCER,      1,      NlGROMAJf- 

CIEN,  2,  sb.  s.  wizard. 
NoBLEY,   202,  sb.  nobiHty,   rank, 

honour. 
NoLDE,  168,  for  '  ne  wolde,'  would 

not. 

NORISIIE,  NORYSHE,  157,  s5.  nUTSO, 

guardian. 
Not,  300,  Note,  259,  pr.  1  s   for 

'  )ie  wot,'  I  know  not. 
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NoY,  65,  vl).  injure,  damage. 
NoYi{7,  6,  pr.  s. 

NoYNG,  109,  sb.  tlie  doing  haim, 
injuring. 

NoYNGE,  217,  adj.  hurtful,  in- 
jurious. 

Ny,  60,  adv.  near,  close. 

Nyghted,  205,  2^^-  *•  passed  the 
niglit. 

Nys,  112,  for  '  7ie  is,'  is  not. 

Nysely,  388,  adv.  daintily,  finely. 

Oboltjs,  35,  sh.  a  coin  equal   in 

value  to  one  halfpenny. 
Okerees,     71,     sb.    pL    usurers. 

'  Okyr ;  fenus,  usura.  An  okerer ; 

usurarius,  feiierator.  To  do  okjT ; 

fenerai'e.' — Cath.    Ang,      O.Icel. 

Gkr,  usuiy. 
OiTELlE,  25,  sh.  homily. 
On,  prep.  '  on  slepe '  (63),  in  sleep, 

asleep;    'on    nj-ghtes'    (61),    at 

night,  in  the  night. 
Ones,  113,  adv.  once.     A.S.  dnes, 
Onymentes,    115,    Oynementes, 

sh.  pi.  ointments.     O.Fr.  oigne- 

vient.     '  Oynement,  or  onyment. 

Unyentum.' — Prompt.  Par  v. 

'  A  noynemeid  anon  sche  made.' 

Will.  ofPalerne,  ed.  Skeat,  136. 

Oo,  163,  adj.  one,  a  single. 
Opteyne,  134,  vb.  prevail,  succeed, 

obtain  her  wish. 
Oe,  50,  conj.  before,  ere. 
Oedein,    69,    vb.    prepare,    make 

ready.      Ordeyned,    1,    pt.    a. 

strove  for,  endeavoured  to  bring 

about. 
Oenyd,  305,  pp.  adorned. 
OsT,  39,  OsTE,  90,  sh.  army,  host. 

O.Fr.    liost.     '  Oost    of   menne. 

Exercitus.' — Prompt.  Parv. 
OsTE,  89,  sh.  lodgings,  inn.     '  An 

ostry  ;     ospiciuiii.'  —  Cath.    Ang. 

Ost house  is  used  in  Yorkshire  for 

an  inn.     See  Note. 
OsTERY,   19,   Ostry,   90,  sh.  inn. 

'  Syne  of  an  ostry  or  of  an  in.' — 

Prompt.  Parv.     See  also  OsTE. 
OjjERE,  conj.  or.     Of^ei-e  .  .  .  ojaere 

:=  either  .  .  .  or. 


OuE,  38,  sh.  hour,  appointed  time. 
Lat.  hora. 

Ouj^EEE,  102,  conj.  either. 

OuTE-TAKE,  141,  prep,  except. 

'All  mainier  puis  is  goode,  the  fitche 
outetake.' 

Palladius  on  Husbondrie,  E.  E. 
T.  S.,  ed.  Lodge,  p.  27, 1.  723. 

OvEERYNNE,  122,  vb.  Outstrip,  beat 

in  running. 
Owe,  97,  pr.  pi.  ought,  are  bound 

to ;  33,  vb.  possess,  own. 

Palfray,  38,  sb.  s.  palfrey,  riding 
horse.     L.Lat.  palafridus. 

Palle,  305,  sh.  fine  cloth. 

Pament,  81,  sh.  pavement,  road- 
way. '  Pamentt ;  litostratos,  paui- 
meiitiDn.' — Cath.  Ang. 

Pappis,  5,  sh.  jyl.  breasts. 

Paptjlaede,  401,  sh.  hypocrite. 
'  Papelard.  An  hypocrite,  a  dis- 
sembler, a  flatterer.  Papelarder. 
To  play  the  hypocrite,  to  dis- 
semble or  counterfeit  a  holi- 
nesse.  Papelardie.  Hypocrisee, 
or  outward  show  of  religion.' — 
Cotgrave. 

Paede,  9  =  pardieu  =  by  God. 

Parilis,  245,  sh.pl.  perils,  dangers. 

Pahlemext,  Parliament,  78,  sb. 
consultation,  discussion. 

Paeties,  126,  sb.  pi.  parts,  di\i- 
sions.     Lat.  partes. 

Pask,  320,  sb.  Easter. 

Passage,  110,  sb.  flow. 

Passaunt,  247,  adj.  excellent, 
'  passing '  great.  Passantly, 
98,  adv. 

Passid,  43,  pt.  s.  passed.  *  Passid 
\c\t\\  the  life'  =  escaped  with 
his  life. 

Passion,  91,  sb.  emotion. 

Passynge,  115,  adv.  wonderfully. 

Pastuee,  98,  vh.  feed. 

Paynyms,  11,  sh.  pi.  pagans, 
heathen.  'APaynyme;  ethnicus, 
gcntilis,  pngauus.'' — Cath.  Ang. 

Pele,  78,  sh.  appeal. 

Peeil,  93,  vb.  incur  risk,  be  en- 
dangered. 
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Perlewse,  108,  adj.  dangerous, 
perilous.  '  PerUous  ;  discrimi- 
nosus,  periculosus.' — Cath.  Ang, 

Pert,  171,  adj.  in  tliis  passage 
skilful,  clever,  being  the  trans- 
lation of  Lat.  subtilis. 

Pes,  106,  sh.  peace,  security. 

PiKiD,  237,  pt,  s.  dressed  finely. 

Pleid,  57,  pt.  fl.  played,  amused 
themselves. 

Plentith,  55,  sh.  plenty,  numbers. 
Compare  Deyisttith. 

Pletouris,  8,  sh.  pi.  pleaders.  '  A 
pleter ;  actor,  aduocatus,  orator,' 
— Cath.  Ang. 

Pleynt^,  59,  sh.  pi.  complaints, 
jjlaints. 

Pli^t,  37,  pt.  pi.  plighted,  pledged. 

Plontyng,  97,  pr.  p.  implanting. 

Pokefull,  370,  sh.  bagful,  sack- 
ful.    A.S.  poca. 

Ponderus,  66,  a c?y. weighty,  heavy. 

Pounce,  191,  sh.  pulse.  An  error 
of  the  scribe  for  pouce. 

Pous,  191,  sb.  pulse. 

Po"WNYS,  70,  sh.  pi.  pawns. 

PoYNT,  9,  sh.  '  in  poynt '  =  on  the 
point  of. 

Praty,  46,  adj.  -pretty.  '  Praty. 
Elegans,  formosxis,'  &c. — Prompt. 
Parv. 

Prestes,  Prestis,  4,  sh.  pi.  priests. 

Preterit,  105,  adj.  past. 

Priueteis,  14,  sh.  pi.  secrets,  in- 
most thoughts. 

Probacione,  66,  sh.  trial,  experi- 
ment. Lat.  prohacionemy  from 
probare,  to  prove,  try. 

PROEIT3,  62,  sb.  pi.  prophets. 

Proloy^ned,  135,  pp.  separated, 
set  at  a  distance. 

Promissiotin',  134,  sh.  promise. 

Propre,  162,  adj.  own.  Compare 
the  Latin  propria  sua  manu.  '  In 
propre'  (16)  =  of  their  own. 

Protjt,  280,  adj.  proud. 

Prowde,  4,  sb.  piide. 

PuNESHYNGES,  151,  sh.  pi.  punish- 
ments, penalties. 


Pursue,  133,  imper.  s.  follow,  be 
anxious  for.  *  Pursuyn,  or  fol- 
owyn.     Sequor.' — Prompt.  Parv. 

Purveys,  130,  vh.  provide,  find. 
'  Purveyyn.  Provideo,  procuro.' — • 
Prompt.  Parv, 

Puttock,  Puttok,  369,  sh.  kite. 

Pyneeull,  377,  adj.  painful. 

Pynne,  409,  sb.  bolt. 

QuADRAGESME,  266,  sh.  the  season 
of  Lent. 

QuADRAJsrs,  35,  sh.  farthing,  a  coin, 
the  quarter  of  the  Roman  As. 

QuARELL,  56,   sb.   bolt.     *  Quarel, 

arowe.        QuadreUmn.' — Prompt. 

Parv.   '  That  sank  an  alblastere  ; 

a  quarelle,  lete   he  flie.' — Lang- 

toft,  p.  205. 
QuEDE,  175,  s&.  pain,  hui-t.  O.Dutch 

qvad. 

QuENE,  1,  sb.  woman.     A.S.  civen. 
QuESTE,  387,  sb.  enquiry. 
Qwite,  35,  vh.  pay  for.     *  Qvytyn, 

or  3yldyn.  Heddo,  persolvo,  quieto.' 

— Prompt.  Parv, 

Eadde,  125,  pt.  s.  read. 

Eathest,  122,  adv.  soonest,  the 
first. 

Eavenour,  101,  sh.  robber,  plun- 
derer. 

Eavid,  248,  pt.  s.  worried,  tore. 

Eeawm,  50,  sb.  realm,  kingdom. 
Fr.  reaume. 

EeBAYDE,  EiBALDE,  394,ElBAWDE, 

77,  Eybawde,    78,    sb.    rascal, 

wretch. 
Eecheles,  85,  adj.  careless.     A.S. 

receleas. 
Eeching,   308,  pr.   p.  stretching, 

pointing. 
Eechith,    71,    pr.   s.    care,    reck. 

A.S.  recall. 
Eeohithe,     111,    pr.    s.    hands, 

reaches  over.     A.S.  rcecan. 
Eecurid,  56,  pt.  s.  recovered,  re- 
gained. 
Eefute,  308,  sh.  refuge. 
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Eekke,  14,  pr.  1  x>l.  care.  A.S. 
recall. 

Eeme,   256,    sb.   realm,   kingdom. 

See  Eeawm. 
Eestttte,  399,  x>p.  forgiven. 
Eepresse,  51,  sh.  subjection, 

Eeprevid,  10,  pi.  s.  charged,  ac- 
cused. 

Eeuokid,  253,  pP'  recovered,  res- 
cued. 

Eewthe,  13,  sh.  pity,  compassion. 

Eeysid,  190,  pt.  pi.  (?). 

Ekatj,  98,  pt.  s.  ran. 

EiAX,L,   123,  adj.  royal,    splendid, 

magnificent. 
Edj",  Een^e,  Etis-xe,  122,  vl.  run, 

race. 
Ei^TWls,  19,  adj.  righteous,  just. 
EocHE,  106,  sh.;   Eocnis,  sh.  pi. 

rock. 
EoGGYD,  \\\,pt.pil.  shook.  'Eog- 

gjTi  or  mevyn  (rokkyn).    Aijito.' 

— Prompt.  Parv. 

'I    had    reuth  whan   Piers    roggyd,  it 
gratlde  so  reuCulliche.' 

P.  Flowman,  ed.  Skeat,  B.  Text, 
xvi.  7S. 

EowxED,  Eo'SVNTD,  80,  pt,  s.  whis- 
pered.    A.S.  runian. 

Sap,  104,  Sajliche,  110,  Safly, 

113,  adv.  safely. 
Saxary,  88,  Saxaeye,  96,  sh.  pay, 

charge,  reward. 
Saxme,  111,  sh.  psalm. 
Saxowid,   83,   Saxude,    113,  Sa- 
lted, 91,  Saltjid,  161,  Saxusid, 

318,  pt.  s.  saluted. 
Sauered,    110,     pp.    understood, 

knew.     Fr.  savoir. 
Saw,     175,     sh.     saying,     words. 

Sawis,  284,  sb.  pi.     A.S.  saxju. 
Sawtrie,    138,    sh.     'A    sawtre; 

nahlum,     organum,     psalterium. 

versus : — 
Ebraici,  greci,  diversificaiitque  latini, 

Psalterium    greci,    nos   organa,   nahla 
iudei.' — Cath.  Ang. 

Sayn,  36,  pp.  seen. 

ScARSLY,  147,  ac^u.  poorly,  stingily. 

SCHETB,  SlIETE,  2,  vh.  shoot. 


ScHETER,  3,  sh.  archer,  shooter. 

SciENS,  132,  sh.  knowledge,  learn- 
ing. 

ScocnENS,  236,  sh.  pi.  escutcheons. 
ScoTTRGY,     29,    adj.    the    same    as 
SCROGGY,  q.  V. 

Scripture,  7,  sb.  inscription, 
writing. 

ScROGGY,  19,  adj.  covered  with 
underwood,  bushes,  &c.  '  A 
scroge  ;  uhi  a  buske.' — Cath. 
Ang.  ' Scroggy ;  stunted,  bushy. ' 
— Peacock's  Gloss.  ofManley,  &c., 
E.  D.  Soc.  See  Morte  Arthwe, 
ed.  Brock,  1.  1641. 

Sece,  152,  vh.  cease,  leave  off. 

Seche,  121,  vb.  seek  for. 

Secke,  5,  j3^.  s.  sucked.  A.S.  sucan. 

Seculers,  16,  sh.  pi.  laymen. 

Seln^g,  172,  pr.  p.  saying. 

Seith,  4,  vh.  imper.  see. 

Seke,  66,  adj.  sick. 

Sekirly,  91,  adv.  assuredly,  cer- 
tainly.    Lat.  secure. 

Semithe,  173,  imjyers,  pr.  it  seems. 

Sen,  113,  2^1' •  seen,  beheld.  A.S. 
seon. 

SenesCj\x,  35,  sh.  ofiicer. 

Sepulctjre,  173,  56.  tomb. 

Serke,   24,   sh.   shirt.     'A  serke; 

camisia,    interula.' — Cath.    Ang. 

A.S.  serce,  syrce. 

Servid,  260,  jip.  deserved,  iu- 
ctirred.     Servithe,  162,  pr.  s. 

Sesith,  4,  pr.  s.  ceases. 

Sethe,  131,  pr.  pi.  see.  Setiie, 
151,  ^r.  5.  looks  towards,  attends 
to. 

SejjE,  247,  pt,  8,  boUed,  cooked. 
Sett,  14,  pit.  1  pi.  'sett  bye'  = 

count  of  any  importance,  attach 

any  importance  to. 
Sette,  10,  pr.  1  s.  propose.    'Sette 

cas'  =  propose  an  instance  or 

example. 
Shadist,  261,  pt.  2  s.  didst  shed. 
Shamely,  263,  adv.  disgracefully, 

miserably. 
Suelynges,  34,  sb,  pi,  elullings. 
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SHE?a)lTHE,  120,  pr.  8.  ruins, 
destroys.  '  Schendyn  (shendyn) 
or  lesyn.  Confundo.'' — Prompt. 
Parv. 

Shent,  38,  pt.  s.  ruined,  spoilt. 
A.S.  scendan. 

Sherte,  Shiute,  188,  sh.  lap, 
bosom.     See  Skikthe. 

Shipbreche,  48,  sh.  s.  shipwreck. 

Shit,  82,  Shitte,  126,  pp.  shut, 

closed. 
Shone,  262,  sb.  pi.  shoes. 
Shope,  232,  -pt,  s.  shaped,  created. 
Shotis,  4,  sb.  pi.  shots,  darts. 

Shrewd,  152,  adj.  cursed. 
'  Schrewyd.  Pravatus,  depra- 
vatus.' — Prompt.  Parv. 

Shrewis,  311,  sb.  pi.  villains, 
rascals. 

SiBLATOTJR,  137,  s&.  whistler,  hisser. 
Lat.  sibilafor,  from  sibilare  =  to 
hiss,  whistle.  '  Sihilum.  An  hys- 
syng  or  a  whystelyng.' — Medulla 
Orammatice. 

SiKE,  167,  adj.  sick,  ill. 
Siked,  251,  pt.  s.  sighed. 
SiKENES,  68,  sb.  illness,  sickness. 
SiKiR,   96,   adv.  surely,  certainly. 

'  Play  sikir  with  '  =  make  sure 

of.     10,  adj. 
SmET,  213,  sb.  signet-ring,  seal. 
SiRis,  124,  sb.  father's,  sire's. 
SiTH,  73,  adv.  since. 
S13ID,  185,  pt.  s.  sighed. 
S13T,  35,  sb.  sight. 
S13YNG,  9,  sb.  sighing,  lamentation. 

S13YNGIS,  6,  sb.  pi. 
Skill,   2,  Skyle,  84,  sb.  reason, 

caixse. 
Skirthe,  188,  sb.  bosom.     See  also 

Sherte.    'A  skirthe;  grcmium.'' 

Cath.  Ang. 
Sle,  2,  Slee,  75,  vb.   slay.     A.S. 

sleon. 
Sleigh,  124,  Sligh,  adj.  cunning, 

crafty.     Slely,  390,  adv. 
Sleketh,  120,  pr.  s.  puts  down, 

extinguishes.     '  To  sleke ;  extin- 

guere.' — Cath.  Ang. 


Slo,  6,  pt.  s. ;  Slow,  3  pi.  ; 
Slowke,  98,  slew,  killed.  A.S. 
sleon, 

Smothe,  244,  pt.  1  s.  smote. 

SoGETTES,  138,  sb.  2>l.  subjects. 

Sonde,  35,  sb.  message,  sending; 
hence,  will,  command.  '  Sond, 
or  sendynge.  Missio.' — Prompt. 
Parv. 

SoNNER,  259,  adv.  sooner,  more 
quickly. 

SOPYE,  19,  vb.  sup. 

Sort,  36,  sb.  lot. 

SOTELL,  Sotil,  114,  adj.  wonder- 
fully constructed.  Sotelest,  55, 
adj.;  Sotelyche,  170,  adv. 

Sothfastnesse,  31,  sb.  truth. 

Sotilte,  2,  sb.  cunning,  skill. 

SouTE,  118,  Sowte,  136,  pt.  s. 
searched,  sought. 

Specitjs,  20,  adj.  fair,  pleasant. 

Spede,  159,  sh.  success,  advantage. 

Spercle,  108,  vb.  imper.  sprinkle. 
'  EsparpiUer,  to  scatter,  disperse, 
disparkle  asunder.'  —  Cutgrave. 
'  To  sjjarjDille ;  spargereJ — Cath. 
Ang. 

Spere,  284,  vb.  enquire,  ask. 
Spered,  Spirid,  216,  pp. 

Sperkelid,  100,  pp.  sprinkled.  See 
Spercle. 

Spette,  179,  pt.  pi.  spat. 

Spice,  189,  si.  kind.     Spicis,  267, 

sb.  pi.     Lat.  speciem. 
Sporis,  Sporres,  76,  sb.  pi.  spurs. 
Spourgid,  363,  pt.    s.  fermented, 

was  fermenting. 
Sprite,  165,  sb.  spirit,  soul. 
Spyeris,  102,  sh.  pi.  spies. 
Staefe,  sh.;  Staues,  365,  sb.  pi. 

steps  of  a  stair. 

Statys,  3,  sb.  pi.  council,  author- 
ities. 

Steke,  63,  vb.  imper.  bolt,  bar. 
Stekid,  63,  jyp-    O.L.Ger.  stecan. 

Stered,  127,  pp.  excited,  raised. 

Sterte,  6,  pt.  s.  started,  rushed. 

Sterting,  110,  pr.  p.  moving 
about. 
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Steynist,  178,  pr.  2  s.  stonest. 
Stide,  365,  sh.  place. 
Stikes,  106,  si),  pi.  sticks,  faggots. 
Stois^er,  286,  sh.  a  lapidary. 
Strepid,  43,  pt.  s.  stripped. 
Stressid,     103,     2W'     compelled, 

obliged. 
Strook,  3,  sh.  aim. 
Stynte,  210,  pt.jjl.  stopped. 
SUERLY,     113,     adv.    safely,   witli 

safety. 

SuETE,  297,  sh.  security,  certainty. 
SviTH,  303,  pr.  s.  follows,  pursues. 
SwETTXES,  110,  sh.  sweetness. 
SwEUEif,  295,  sh.  dream. 
Styeyxe,  128,  SwYTVE,  148,  sJ.pig, 

liog.     A.S.  sivhi. 
SwYTHE,  84,  adv.  quickly. 
Stbbe,  323,  adj.  related,  kin. 
Synevey,    194,  Synewy,   41,   sh. 

mustard. 

Tables,  252,  sh.  pi  writing  tablets. 
Taxe,   95,   vh.   imper.    give,  hand 

over.     A.S.  tacan.     See  ToKE. 
Tel,  152,  vh.  count,  value. 
Tendeist,    238,  pt.   2    s.    tended, 

favoured. 

Tending YS,  17,  sh.  pil.  nursing  of 
the  sick. 

Testament,  5,  sh.  will. 

Tetes,  Tetis,  276,  sh.  pi.  breasts, 
teats. 

Tethixges,  326,  sh.  pi.  tithes. 

Thaghe,  407,  Thegh,  403,  Thofe, 
413,  conj.  although. 

Theche,  139,  vh.  teach,  instruct. 

Thefly,  10,  adv.  like  a  thief. 

Thelke,  90,  adj.  those.     A.S.  ]>ylc. 

TniKKE,  122,  adv.  in  numbers, 
frequently. 

Thirle,  10,  pr.  s.  pierce,  drive  a 
hole  through.  '  To  thirle  ;  cra- 
hrare,  for  are,  per/or  are,''  &c. — 
Cath.  Ang.     Cf.  Eug.  drill. 

Thorj,  14,  prep,  through,  in  con- 
sequence of. 

TU03,  8,  conj.  although,  even  if. 


TnowTE,   150,  pt.  s.  thought,  re- 
flected. 

Thraldom,  232,  sh.  service. 
Thratte,  374,  pt.  pi.  threatened. 
Thretyng,  218,  sh.  threatening. 
Thrid,  57,  num.  adj.  third. 
Thries,  Thris,  207,  adv.  thrice. 
Thristeth,    64,  pr.   s.    thii-steth. 

A.S.  }pyrstan. 
Thhofe,  230,  p^.  s.  throve,  grew  up. 
Thetjstid,  373,  pt.  s.  thirsted. 

Thryfte,  185,  sh.  fortune,  pros- 
perity. 

Thtjrgh,  144,  prep,  through,  from. 

Tide,  95,  x>t.  s.  tied,  fastened. 

Tlseth,  48,  pr.  s.  entices,  allures. 

TlTHINGES,     TyDYXGES,      141,     sh. 

tidings,  news. 
ToBREKE,  228,  vh.  break  utterly. 
Toke^,  51,  95,  pt.  s.  gave,  handed. 

A.S.  tacan,  which  has  the  two 

meanings  of  giving  and  taking. 

Cf.    A.S.    leornian,    which    may 

mean  either  to  learn  or  to  teach. 
To-MORUE,  208,  adv.  to-morrow. 
Ton,    237,   Toone,   50,   for   'that 

one.'  '  Ton  .  .  .  toj^ei '  =  the  one 

.  .  .  the  other. 

Tonne,  252,  sh.  cask,  vessel. 
TooDE,  5,  sh.  toad. 
ToRDis,  291,  sh.  pi.  filth,  dirt. 
ToRMENTOURS,  133,  sh.  pi.  officers, 

executioners.        '  Tui-mentoure. 

Tortor,  saiilles.' — Prompt.  Parv. 
ToTHERE,  406, 409, for  'the  othere; ' 

'  tothere  day,'  the  following  day. 

So  in  Havelok,  ed.  Skeat,  1755  : 

'Do  wayton  al  l>e  iiith, 
Til  \>e  other  day,  l>at  it  were  lith." 

Trauayle,   1,  sh.;  Traveill,  67, 
vh.  trouble,  labour-.     Fr.  travail. 
Trayne,  319,  sh.  deceit,  treachery. 
Triste,  22,  vh.  trust. 

Tromping,  247,  sh.  playing  on  tho 
trumpet. 

Troubled,     338,    p^.    disturbed, 

made  thick  or  turbid. 
Trusse,  419,  vh.  pack  up. 
TuRTiLL,  312,  sh.  a  turtle-dove. 


558 


GLOSSARY. 


TwARTYNGE,  193,  sh.  crookedness. 
TwEY,    72,   num.   adj.   two.     A.S. 
t  we  yen. 

Tythingis,  16,  sh.  pi.  tithes. 

Vexiahn'CE,  3,  sh.  punishment. 
'  Veniawnce.  Vindida,  tdcio.' — 
Prompt.  Parv. 

Verey,  100,  Verrey,  193,  adj. 
true,  real. 

Vertttous,  264,  adj.  full  of  virtues 
or  special  qualities. 

Vexacion",  298,  sh.  weariness. 

ViAGE,  140,  sh.  journey. 

Vllany,  10,  sh.  ill-treatment. 

Visis,  249,  sh.  pi.  vices,  sins. 

ViTAiLS,  40j  sh.  pi.  provisions,  eat- 
ables. 

Vmbelapped,  426,  pp.  involved, 
wrapped  up. 

Vnbesette,  281,  pp.  beset,  sur- 
rounded. 

Vncunnynge,  170,  adj.  unskilful, 
ignorant. 

Vnderfonge,  226,  vh.  receive. 

Vndir-take,  251,  vh.  accept,  un- 
dertake the  charge  of. 

Vnfilid,  249,  adj.  undefiled,  pure. 

Vnhappe,  129,  sh.  misfortune,  mis- 
chance. 

Vnkaught,  70,  p)p.  untouched, 
safe. 

Vnneth,  64,  adv.  scarcely,  hardly. 
A.S.  unea^,  from  ea^,  easy. 

Vnperfite,  170,  adj.  imperfectly 
taught. 

Vnrepugnable,  102,  adj.  incon- 
trovertible, impossible  to  contra- 
dict. 

Ynsavery,  80,  adj.  foolish,  stupid. 

Vnto  }3AT,  44,  adv.  until,  up  to  the 

time  that. 
Ynyed,  26,  j)t-  *>'.  united,  joined. 
Vokettes,  370,  sh.  pi.  advocates, 

lawyers. 
VoiiENT,  442,  sh.  vomit. 
Vpsodohne,  99,  Vpsodowne,  100, 

adv.  upside  down.     '  Vpsedowne 

(vp  so  doun,  S.).     Eversus,  suh- 


versus,     transversus.'  —  Prompt. 
Parv. 

YRCirojfs,  Yrchyns,  371,  sh.  pi. 

hedgehogs. 
Yryne,  67,  sh.  urine.     In  MS.  Ee. 

ii.  20,  Univ.   Libr.  Camb.,  1494, 

the     following    derivations    are 

suggested : 

'Dicitur  urina  quoniam  fit  renibiis  urna; 
Aut  ab  urith  grece,  quod  deinonstracio 

fertiir  ; 
Aut  quia  quod  tangit  mordet,  desiccat 

et  urit.' 

Yyker,  66,  sh.  vicar,  deputy.  Lat. 

vicariics. 
Yyolete,  51,  sh.  contempt,  little 

account.     Lat.    viUtatem,    fi'om 

vilis,  common,  cheap. 

Wagge,  110,  vh.  shake,  tremble, 

Wajst,  9,  Wajstne,  154,  pt.  s.  won, 
gained.  110,  pt.  s.  found  his 
way,  managed  to  get  out. 

Wajsthope,  411,  sh.  despair. 

War,  116,  adj.  cautious,  careful, 
wary. 

"Waried,  380,  pp.  cursed.  A.S. 
luergian. 

Waxjere,  97,  vh.  waver. 

Wed,  88,  sh.  pledge,  security.  '  To 
wed '  =■  as  security,  or  in  pledge. 
'  A  wedde ;  pignus.  To  lay  in 
wedde ;  deponere,  impignorare, 
vadari,  lit,  vador  ■ilium,  i.  e.  do 
ilium  tihi  in  vadium.' — Gath. 
Ang. 

Wedewer,  71,  sh.  widower. 

Wedowis,  71,  sb.pl.  widows.  A.S. 
luideive. 

Wedyn,  377,  pt.  pi.  weighed. 
Wellyng,  383,  pr.  p.  boiling. 
Wemytacion,  13,  sh.  lamentation. 
Wende,  402,  pp.  thought. 
Werke,  4,  sh.  work. 
Werrour,  11,  sh.  warrior. 
Wete,  251,  vh.  know,  understand. 

'  I  do  yow  to  wete '  =  I  give  you 

to  understand. 
Wex,  12,  p>t.  s.  grew. 
Weyte,  117,  sh.  weight. 
Weythe,  177,  pr.  s.  weighs. 
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WiTERTHURaH,  67,  Wherthu- 
ETTGH,  91,  adv.  through  which, 
hy  means  of  which. 

Whether,  81,  adv.  whither. 

"Who>"XT',  240,  'pt.  pi.  won,  con- 
quered. 

WiCH,  402,  sb.  wizard,  magician. 
'  A  weche  ;  Mc  hec  veneficus.  A 
wiche;  hie  fitonissa,  maJeficus, 
sacrilega.' — Cath.  Aug. 

y^iL,  103,  vl,  imper.  be  willing, 
consent.     A.S.  ivilnan. 

WlLFlTLL,  354,  adj.  voluntary. 
WiLFiiLLY,  277,  378,  adu.  of 
one's  own  free  will,  willingly. 

"WiLLE,  154,  sh.  good- will,  favour. 

WlSHE,    159,   WiSSHE,    114,  pt.   s. 

washed.    A.S.  tveaschen,  lueschen. 

To  the  instances  of  this   form 

given  in  the  Notes  add  Fiers 

Floivman,  C.  xvi.  32,  38  :— 

'  J>ei  wisshen  and  wypedeu  and  wenten  to 
J>e  dyuer.' 

WlTE,  1,  vh.  know,  ascertain.  A.S. 
tuitan. 

WiTHDRAWE,  9,  pr.  s.  rob,  steal 
from. 

WiTH-HOLDTNGE,  51,  pr.  p.  keep- 
ing, retaining. 

"Witty,  45,  adj.  sensible,  clever, 

"WoDEWis,  172,  sh.  pi.  widows. 
A.S.  widuwe;  Lat.  vidua. 

WOLL  HE  NELL  HE,  304,  whether 
he  will  or  no,  willy-nilly. 

WoNYD,  281,  adj.  wont,  accus- 
tomed. 

WooDE,  99,  adj.  mad,  furious. 
"WooDLY,  98,  adv.     A.S.  wod. 

WoODXESSE,  99,  sb.  madness,  fury. 

WoRDLE,  2,  sb.  world. 

WoRDLY,  14,  adj.  worldly.  'Worde- 
ly.  Mundanus,  secidaris.'  — 
Prompt.  Parv. 

"WoROWED,  248,  pt.  s.  worried, 
tore. 

WoRTHE,  260,  pr.  subj,  be  to. 

WowTD,  235,  pt.  s.  wooed. 

"WoYDE,  255,  adj.  empty. 

WoYS,  150,  sb.  voice. 

"Weoted,    Wrotlde,    147,   pt.  s. 


rooted  up.  '  To  wroote ;  verrere.' 
— Cath.  Ang. 

Wycche-craet,  27,  sb.  magic, 
witchcraft.  '  A  wechecrafte  ; 
sortilegium,'  —  Cath.  Ang.  See 
WiCH. 

"Wyght,  121,  adj.  active,  speedy. 

"Wympill,  317,  sb.  a  veil. 

Wynce,  215,  vb.  move  oneself, 
oppose.  Perhaps  we  should  read 
wyrche;  see  the  reading  of  the 
Camb.  MS. 

Yap,  181,  pt.  s.  gave,  bequeathed. 

A.S.  gi/an. 
Yates,  56,  sb.  pi.  gates. 
Y-BORE,  13,  pp.  born. 
Ye,   121,  sb.  eye,  sight.     Yex,  4, 

sb.  pi. 
Yerde,    111,    sb.   garden.     'Yard 

or      yerd.       Hortus.'  —  Prompt. 

Parv. 
Yete,  110,  pt.  s.  did  eat. 
Yeye,  Yeven,  145,  2^^-  given. 
Y-HEVTD,  51,  pp.  grieved,  made  the 

heart   heavy.     '  To  heuy ;    gra- 

vare,    violestare.       Hevy'd;     ubi 

grevyd.' — Cath.  Ang. 

'  But  certeyn  michel  it  heviede  me.' 

Pilgrimage  of  the  Lif  of  the  Ilanhode, 

ed.  Wright,  p.  41,  1.  21. 

YtF,  158,  pp.  given,  entrusted. 
A.S.  gifan. 

Ympet,  247,  sb.  speed.  Lat.  im- 
petus. 

YisTiY,  6,  adv.  in  his  heart,  in- 
wardly. 

YisrwiTTES,  145,  sb.  pi.  senses. 

YoDE,  99,  pt.  s.  went.     See  jede. 

YoXGlTH,  65,  sb.  youth. 

YovENE,  69,  pp.  given,  delivered. 
A.S.  gifan. 

Y-PAYNT,  ^,pp.  painted. 

Yre,  312,  sb.  iron. 

Y-SHOT,  3,  Y-scnOTTE,  pp.  shot. 

YvELS,  75,  sb.  pi.  evils,  wicked- 
ness. 

Y-woiSYD,    28,    pp.    accustomed. 
'To  wonne;  assue/acere,  assuea 
cere.^ — Cath.  Ang. 
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Y3E,    66,    sh.;   Y3EIT,   sh.  pi   eye, 
eyes. 

po,  6,  poo,  93,  adv.  then, 
pKiLiTHE,  177,  pr.  s.  pierces.    A.S. 
)piirUan.     See  Thiele. 

3E,  20,  adv.  yes,  yea. 
jEDE,  1,  30DE,  20,  pf.  s.  went,  pro- 
ceeded.    A.S.  eode  =  ivit. 


3ELD,  3,  vh.  iwper.  give,  pay. 

3ERE,  5,  sb.  year. 

3EVE,  6,  vb.  give. 

3EVER,  55,  sZ).  giver. 

3IFTIS,  15,  sZ).  _p?.  gifts,  presents. 

30VEN,  32,  pp.  given.     A.S.  gi'fa. 

30WTHEDE,  317,  sb.  youth.. 
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Xail  in  the  Balance,  379 
Nightingale  and  the  Magic  Well, 
441 

Ostrich  and  her  Young,  435 
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